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Students’ Association Finances Rowing Enterprize

T he chief difficulty confronting  
the  E xecutive of the  S tu d en ts’ As­
sociation  a t the  p resen t tim e is the 
paym ent of g ran ts  to the various 
C lubs and Societies. T here  are 
m any, no doubt, who consider th a t 
the  delay should no t have occur­
red. W e th ink , how ever, th a t  when 
the  m a tte r  is d iscussed several m is­
conceptions will be cleared  up. At 
the beginning of the financial year 
th e  E xecutive considers a d ra ft bud­
get w hich serves as a guide th rough­
out the  yea r; and a de term ined  ef­
fo rt is alw ays m ade to keep w ithin 
th a t budget. Our revenue comes 
from  the  S tu d en ts’ A ssociation fees 
and an estim ate  of the  n e t revenue 
is draw n up on the  basis of the 
num ber of s tuden ts  tak ing  lectures, 
allow ance being m ade for a ce rta in  
percen tage of hard sh ip  cases. These 
w ill be d iscussed la ter.

A ccording to the  C onstitu tion  of 
the  A ssociation and also under Col­
lege R egulations, the  paym ent of 
the  S tuden t’s Fee is com pulsory. 
L et studen ts  who th ink  it optional 
d isabuse th e ir  m inds a t once. The 
E xecutive ac ts th ere fo re  in th e  hope 
th a t a high percen tage  of studen ts 
a ttend ing  the  college will pay. T ha t 
presum ption  is a perfectly  reason ­
able one. W e are  en titled  to the  
paym ent by C onstitu tion , and stud­
en ts m ay as w ell know  th a t the  As­
sociation  does no t in tend  to cu rta il 
ac tiv ities  as a re su lt of defau lt of 
paym ent on th e  p a rt of a large 
num ber of studen ts. A ction, and 
d ras tic  action  if necessary , will be 
taken  to secure paym ent.

W e are  increasing ly  finding th a t 
studen ts abuse leniency. A t the 
p resen t tim e approxim ately  £200 is 
outstand ing . If we had th a t money 
our financial difficulties would be 
negligible, and th e  g ran ts  could be 
made to the  Clubs.

A com plication has been in tro ­
duced in to  stu d en t finance by the 
fact th a t so large a p roportion  (60 
per cent.) of S tu d en ts  are  now pay­
ing th e ir  o rd inary  lec tu re  fees by 
instalm ents. P aym ent of these  a t 
p resen t takes precedence over the 
S tuden ts’ A ssociation Fee. T his 
m eans th a t even on the  assum ption 
tha t all s tuden ts finally pay, the 
g ran ts are  held up un til la te  in the  
year. W hat is m ore serious, how­
ever is no th ing  m ore or less th an  
wilful defau lt on th e  p a rt of an  un­
duly la rge  p roportion  of students. 
Six stu d en ts  who are  still in the 
College owe fees for th ree  years. 
Thirty-seven owe for two years, and 
the balance of the  defau lters are  for 
the y e a r’s fee only. C riticism  is 
not d irec ted  aga in s t those studen ts 
who have been cautious enough to 
apply to the  A ppeals C om m ittee for 
consideration, no r ag a in s t those 
who have m ade personal a rran g e­
ments w ith  our B usiness M anager. 
The type of s tuden t we a re  going to 
take ac tion  aga in s t particu larly , is 
the one who m akes use of the  facili­
ties provided by the  A ssociation yet 
never pays and never answ ers, .un­
less offensively, the  le tte rs  sen t out

by th e  officers of th e  A ssociation. 
S till m ore obnoxious is the  type 
who boasts of never having paid, 
and who urges o thers to do likew ise 
This is not a figm ent of a d isord­
ered ed ito ria l b rain , bu t is borne 
out in the case of ce rta in  studen ts 
s till in the  College. W e consider 
th is conduct of such persons ex­
ceeding rep rehensib le , and an  ex­
am ple, we hope, will be m ade of 
them  in the near fu ture .

T he case of those s tu d en ts  who 
claim  exem ption on the  grounds 
th a t they  do not take  p a rt in Col­
lege life e ith e r in sport or socially, 
and (bu t th is  is suspect) never use 
the  Common Rooms, requires care­
ful consideration . T here are  those 
who consider th is a reasonable  
claim  p articu la rly  w hen it comes 
from  part-tim e studen ts. We can­
not agree w ith th is  view. Surely a 
U n iversity  to fulfil its  true  function 
m ust be som ething more th an  a 
n igh t school, som ething m ore than  
a  m ass producer of exam ination- 
stam ped m inds. C orporate life is 
w orth  som ething, and those who 
fire anxious to p reserve it a re  
pained beyond m easure to find ad­
vocates of th e  above view even 
am ong m em bers of the  staff.

We consider th a t if a stu d en t has 
to pay he is thereby  m ore inclined 
to use th e  in s titu tio n s  provided. 
C onsider w hat would happen if pay­
m en t w ere en tire ly  optional. R e­
venue would drop sharply , and the  
only th ing  to  be done would be to 
throw  back on th e  various societies 
the  bu rden  of financing th e ir  own 
activ ities . T h is would b ear par­
ticu larly  heavily  on ce rta in  sports; 
tou rnam en ts would be only for the  
re la tive ly  opulen t s tu d en ts ; we 
should be unable probably  to main-
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ta in  the  Common Rooms in a h ab it­
able condition. It would, in short, be 
a hand-to-mouth ex istence. I t is 
unth inkable . The p rincip le  of bene­
fit cannot, we consider, be applied 
to th e  paym ent of th e  fee.

A bility  to pay is th e  tes t, and 
m achinery  is provided to  see th a t 
hardsh ip  cases are  m et. In a coun­
try  w here free education  is pro­
vided over such a w ide range, we 
consider th a t U n iversity  s tu d en ts  
m ight show the ir app rec ia tio n  of 
w hat has been done for them  by 
con tribu ting  them selves to th e  fu r­
th e r  developm ent of educational in­
s titu tio n s ; or don’t they  consider 
education  an advan tage?  or don’t 
they  consider th a t th ey  a re  being 
educated  a t all? I t seem s to be 
over again  the old ta le  of th ings 
easily  obtained not being app rec i­
ated . If access to h igher education  
w as m ore difficult th an  it  is, per­
haps stu d en ts  wolud rea lise  its  true  
w orth  m ore th an  th ey  do.

In any case the  in s titu tio n s  for 
those th a t care  to suppo rt them  
are  there . W e consider them  of 
value. W ithou t them  a U niversity  
would no t be w orthy of th e  nam e. 
If s tu d en ts  do no t care  to en te r in ­
to College life th a t is th e ir  affair; 
bu t we will not have th a t life s ta in ­
ed and crippled because of th a t  a l­
to g e th er narrow  view. All m ust pay. 
The onus is on th e  individual to 
prove th a t the paym ent of £1/1/- per 
annum  would cause undue h a rd ­
ship. T here are  strugg ling  s tud ­
ents who m eet th e ir  ob ligations 
w ithout com plaint. It is very  often 
the  case th a t those who m ake m ost 
noise have least justifica tion  for so 
doing.

PU RC H A SE OF AN EIG H T—A 
CLUBHOUSE AIMED AT.

T he A uckland U niversity  Rowing 
Club has a t la s t estab lished  itse lf 
as a fac to r in A uckland row ing cir­
cles. The club s ta r te d  off the  sea­
son w ith all th e  gusto  show n in 
previous years, bu t finished off w ith 
a flourish th a t has been sadly lack­
ing before.

E ver since th e  club w as s ta rted  
its  aim  has been to own its  own 
p lan t and clubhouse, and th is sea­
son, th rough  the  inab ility  of the  
local association  to lend the club an 
eight, the  m em bers se t to work, and 
w ith the  help and encouragem en t of 
the S tu d en ts’ A ssociation, w hich 
has previously tak en  an  ap a th e tic  
a ttitu d e  tow ards row ing, purchased  
an eigh t from  A ustralia .

T his has spurred  on the  o ther 
’V arsity  clubs in New Zealand, and 
it can safely  be p red icted  th a t all 
four colleges will be using th e ir  own 
eigh ts a t D unedin nex t E aste r. In 
fact, V ictoria have a lready  p u r­
chased a boat from  Sydney.

B ut the  A uckland club do not 
in tend  to re s t w ith one boat, and it 
is the hope of th e  club to have a 
clubhouse and p lan t of its  own in 
the  n ea r fu ture . T his can only come 
about w hen the  club has a la rge  en­
ough m em bersh ip  to w a rran t it  se t­
ting  out on its  own and although  
the com m ittee a re  very  pleased a t 
the  large num ber of new  m em bers 
who have joined th is  w in te r th e re  
are  still p len ty  of vacancies for 
more.

All the  new m em bers who joined 
th is w in ter a re  show ing prom ise, 
and w;ith th e  seasoned  m ate ria l 
available and o th e rs  in the  m aking, 
the club hopes to m ake A uckland 
the  hom e tow n of the  H ebberly  
Shield for some tim e to  come.

Any studen ts  who a re  in te res ted  
and w ish to tak e  up row ing, should 
leave a le t te r  in th e  rack  for th e  
Secre tary .

— S. B. SH EA TH .

Let s keep well!

H O W  a n  in d if fe re n t  d i­
g e s tio n  o r  a  th i r s ty  

th ro a : tu r n s  to  T a r t a n  D ry . 
D rin k  i t  f o r  itse lf  a lo n e  
. . . for its  co o l, s p a rk lin g , 
q u e n c h in g  g o o d n e s s  . . . 
fo r  its  d ig e s tiv e  q u a li t ie s ,  
w ith  o r  a f t e r  m e a ls . A n d  
fo r  y o u r  t a l l  d r in k s , w h e n  
y o u ’r e  s t r iv in g  fo r  sm o o th ­
n e ss  a n d  h a rm o n y . It 
d o e s n ’t  m e r e ly  m ix  . . .  it  
b le n d s !

TARTAN DRY Q in g e r  A l e
PRODUCT OF GREY & MENZIES LTD.

Athletic Meeting
T he annual genera l m eeting  of 

the  A th le tic  Club w as graced by a 
fa ir a ttendance . T he follow ing of­
ficers w ere ap p o in ted :—P resid en t, 
P ro fesso r J. A. B artru m ; Club Cap­
tain , Mr. P. H ack e tt; D eputy Club 
C aptain, Mr. E. G. K edgley; S ecre­
ta ry  and T reasu re r, Mr. H. D. B all; 
C om m ittee, M essrs. J . E. H ealy, A. 
R. H ill, R. C. H aszard , J. D. Lew is 
and J. P ren d erg ast.

Severa l im p o rtan t a lte ra tio n s  to 
the  club constitu tion  w ere made.

A t the  conclusion of the  m eeting  
Mr. H. D. Ball explained th e  con­
ditions of th e  new  scra tch  rac ing  
system , w hich cam e in to  operation  
th is year. The annual rep o rt show ­
ed th a t the  club had had a success­
ful season, being second in  the  
In ter-U niversity  tou rnam en t, and 
th ird  in the  A uckland Cham pion­
ships. H. K. B rainsby, E m pire 
Games rep resen ta tiv e , and P. J. 
H ack e tt w ere con g ra tu la ted  on 
th e ir  perform ances.
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THE UNIVERSITY 
COACHING COLLEGE

22 Ferry Building, Auckland
T he ColLege specialises in P ersona l 
T uition  (Day and E vening  C lasses) 
for U n iversity  E n tran ce  and D egree 
Subjects. Coaching by C orrespond­
ence is also given for U n iversity  
E n trance ,and  ce rta in  U n ivers ity  

sub jects.
T he follow ing persona l tu ition  
courses, conducted by experienced  
tu to rs, w ill be of special value to 
U n iversity  stu d en ts  :
Phonetics
Greek
Botany for Medical Intermediate  

and Pharmacy B.
Pass Degree Mathematics.
The Principal- w ill be p leased  to 
advise studen ts, or P ro sp ec tu s will 
be forw arded on request.

D. W. FAIGAN, M.A.
(Honours in English and French)  

P R IN C IP A L  
Phone : 44-271.

C R A C C U M
The N ew spaper o f  the A.U .C  
Students' Association  . . . .

N ew  Year’s Proposals for 

the Stage

C raccum  is pleased to be able to 
give stu d en ts  definite in form ation  
concerning the  proposals for a Gil­
b e rt and Sullivan show  next year. 
To allay any m isgivings th a t s tu d ­
en ts m ay en te rta in , le t us te ll you 
now th a t it w ill be a bona fide Gil­
be rt and Sullivan. None of the  local 
rh y m ste rs  (w ith all due re sp ec t to 
th e ir  efforts in o ther spheres) will 
be perm itted  to m utila te  the  true  
original. The opera se lec ted  is 
“P a tien ce .” It is one of th e  sim pler 
operas, and it is agreed  th a t  we 
should begin in a m odest way, yet 
those who know  it will look fo rw ard  
w ith  p leasu re  to the  reh e a rsa ls  of 
tunefu l and colourful scenes. W e 
are  privileged to have as our gen­
era l superv isor, P ro fesso r Hollin- 
rake , whose en thusiasm  and energy 
w ill do m uch to flag life in to  th is  
a t p resen t ra th e r  dull in stitu tion . 
P ro fesso r H ollin rake has a nucleus 
of en th u s ias ts  in h is F riday  m orn­
ing m usic lec tu re . T hese will be 
continued nex t y ear and an add it­
ional lec tu re  it is hoped will be 
given on one evening of the  week. 
T his will enable in te res ted  part- 
tim e s tuden ts to come in to  the  show. 
W e w ant th e ir  suppo rt every  bit 
as m uch as th a t of th e  full tim ers.

R ehearsa ls w ill com m ence on 
W ednesday evening of th e  second 
rVeek of nex t te rm  in th e  W om en’s 
Common Room (provisionally) a t 
8 p.m. All s tu d en ts  who w ish to 
tak e  p a rt in chorus w ork or who 
have h igher am bitions still m ust 
a tten d  the  reh ea rsa ls  regu larly . 
The opera will en ta il hard  and per­
s is te n t work. T here  will be no 
room  for th e  d ile ttan te . In p a rti­
cu la r we extend an appeal to the 
m en stu d en ts  to favour th is  new 
dep artu re . It opens up opportun i­
tie s  for in te re s t to m any m ore s tud ­
en ts  th an  did the  C arnival P lays of

the past. I t w ill be your opera: 
and only if th e  s tan d a rd  is high 
will P ro fesso r H o llin rake  be p re ­
pared to stage  it. The appearance  
or non-appearance of th e  show de­
pends en tire ly  on th e  in te re s t and 
efforts of th e  studen ts.

The princip le has been ex tended 
in addition to the  financing of th e  
show. The E xecutive is no t p rep a r­
ed to lose money. Enough has been 
lost in the  p ast on C arnival Plays. 
M embers of th e  chorus and o ther 
students who a re  sufficiently in te r­
ested will be asked  to gua ran tee  a t 
least thē1 runn ing  expenses of the 
show by th e  sale of th e  ticke ts . T his 
should no t be difficult fo r U n iver­
sity  studen ts. If th e  houses are  
not g uaran teed  in th is way the  
show will no t go on. A gain the  
success or fa ilu re  of the  ven tu re  
depends on th e  studen ts. W e have 
no doubt w hatever th a t they  will 
rise to th e  occasion.

Costum ing is one of the  difficul­
ties of a G ilbert and Sullivan opera, 
likewise stage  effects, bu t we have 
no doubt th a t th e re  is sufficient 
en thusiasm  and ta le n t in the  col­
lege to overcom e these  techn ica l 
problems. T he women stu d en ts  will 
be of p a rticu la r help in the  form er, 
while it is hoped to ob tain  th e  se r­
vices of our very com peten t a rch i­
tec tu ra l s tu d en ts  to solve the  la t te r  
set of difficulties.

The scores w ill be ordered  from  
England, and will be h ere  by the  
beginning of nex t year. Any s tud ­
ents who can lend or o therw ise  
make availab le  fo r use m usical 
scores of “P a tien ce ,” would receive 
thanks from  th e  S tu d en ts’ A ssocia­
tion. Scores are  expensive and 
rehearsa ls  w ill be all th e  easie r if 
a goodly num ber of copies a re  avail­
able.

This is all u n til n ex t year. R e­
m em ber we w an t you to take  an  in­
terest. R ehearsa ls m ust s ta r t  w ith 
a bang early  nex t year, and will 
entail a lo t of work. B ut it w ill be 
worth it. Can you do it?

The Lit. Club 
Meeting

For som e unknow n reason  about 
fifty people a ttended  th e  annual 
m eeting of the  L it. Club. Miss 
L usher gave a sp irited , i f som e­
w hat inaudib le  rendering  of th e  
m inutes of th e  la s t genera l m eet­
ing, w here, it  appeared  Mr. H olm es 
had beeli playing ducks and drakes 
w ith the  constitu tion . H ow ever, 
when th e  chairm an  proposed th a t 
the m inutes should be tak en  as 
read, Mr. H olm es and Miss Odd 
said aye, and no one w as aw ake to 
say no. So th a t w as th a t. A t th is  
stage Mr. Spragg  roused him self 
from h is com a and put fo rth  an 
eloquent p lea for the  S ec ie ta ry  to 
take h e r rig h tfu l place on the  p la t­
form. B ut Mr. H arrow ell ra ised  
his finely pencilled eyebrow s, and 
w ith a m eaning glapce of contem pt 
tow ards Mr. Spragg, announced th a t 
Miss L usher w as not fussy.

Then the  elec tion  of officers w as 
held. A fter fa ir  com petition  th e  fol­
lowing w ere e lec ted : —

P residen t, Prof. A nderson; Vice- 
P residen t, Prof. Sew ell; S tuden t 
Chairm an, M iss Phoebe N orris; 
T reasu rer, Mr. R. F. Spragg; L ite r­
ary Section: Secre tary , M iss Lew is;

C om m ittee, M isses L usher, Buddle, 
Shaw, M essrs. M acC arthy, Owen, 
H ogben; D ram atic  Section : Secre­
tary , Mr. T hom pson; C om m ittee, 
M isses W arren , Row land, Cahill, 
M essrs. B ertram , H ogben, Holmes.

The Studio Stampede
It gives us g rea t p leasure to in­

form  everybody who w as not p re ­
sen t a t th is  long-anticipated  and 
m uch-announced function  th a t it 
w as a roaring  success. P ic tu re  a 
superb  o rch es tra  (th e ir m asterp iece  
“The, Blue Bells of S cotland”), a 
regal supper, som e ducky little  
“cubicles” for s ittin g  out, an  en­
tic ing  man-in-the-m oon pain ted  on 
th e  window, a few stream ers , and 
in te rm itte n t show ers of confetti 
from  the  ceiling, and you will have 
som e idea of the  m etaphorica lly  in­
toxicating* atm osphere  th a t pervad­
ed th e  studio  stam pede. H ere ’s to 
those b rig h t boys the  a rch itec ts!

Among those  p resen t w as H err 
Adolph H itle r—yes, a real-dinkum , 
’ail-but-it-m ust-be-W aitem ata H itler, 
w ith a rea lis tic  m oustache and “a 
curl down the  m iddle of his fo re­
head .” A bold young man, in d inner 
jacke t, sh irt, scan ty  underp an ts  and 
sock suspenders, d iscree tly  con­
cealed his iden tity  w ith a volum in­
ous false  beard . Mr. R alph Pick- 
m ere, we have decided, has m issed 
his tru e  vocation. (It w as th a t ru f­
fle round h is neck th a t gave us the 
in sp ira tion .) He should have in te r­
view ed Mr. W orth  in s tead  of Mr. 
O’Shea w hen he left school. W e feel 
confident th a t  he would now be g e t­
ting thousands a w eek as Ponto  the 
C ircus Clown.

T here  w ere ladies in beau ty  spots 
and flowing period frocks to ladies 
a la M arlene in slacks and jerseys, 
legs w ere m uch in evidence as 
show n by som e dain ty  fa irie s  and 
two young Back-to-Childhoods, who 
acted  th e ir  p a rts  w ith g rea t gusto. 
T he m illion-dollar prize for legs we 
aw ard to Miss N ancy N orthcroft, 
who looked pe tite  and charm ing  as 
a P ierre tte , w ith h e r p ie rro t escort. 
A nother couple we noticed w as one 
of our law less young law  studen ts  
w ith one of our fresh  young fre sh ­
ers, as a T urk ish  pair. The g en tle ­
m an is n a tu ra lly  fair, bu t who had 
changed the  shade of h is locks for 
th is n igh t of n igh ts, im plored all 
p resen t no t on any accoun t to re ­
move the litle  red  basin-hat from  
his head, as he w as piebald un d er­
neath .

T he H ongi Club had one or two 
of th e ir  little  cluster-rounds during 
the  evening. T hey w ere led by a 
dash ing  M exican (has anybody 
heard  of one Mr. Sealy?) w ith  a 
red  k erch ie f upon his noble brow, 
and a broad red  sash  round his 
w aist. W e th in k  it w orthy  of m en­
tion th a t he m adq his e legan t red 
and w hite flared tro u se rs  h im self; 
and inciden tally , we h ea r th a t  he 
has now been overw helm ed by pleas 
from  his lady friends to m ake th e ir  
next pa ir of pyjam as.

Notes
M em bers of th e  H aslam  Shield 

Shooting team  m ay be in te rested  to 
h ear th a t th e ir  T ournam en t Badges 
have for some tim e been aw aiting  
collection. T hese a re  procurab le  
from  the T ou rnam en t D elegates.

A lean in ’ tow ards L en in ’s a lr ig h t 
in its  place,

B ut ere forcing on folks all the  
points in your case,

Ju s t ru sh  off to R ussia  and live 
th e re  five years

And then  we m ay cheerfu lly  lend 
you our ears.

To hold view s on free speech is now 
quite com m onplace,

But please don’t exclaim , ’T is a per­
fect d isg race !’

If o thers  .m ake use of th e  sam e 
claim s as you

And critic ise  fully a ll your points 
of view.

— M .E.

The difference between 
TAXES and TAXIS 

is that TAXIS give you 
a run for your money

Especially if they are

T A X I S
DIAL 30-030

Cashiers! Abscond in an ATTA 
Our Drivers Understand 

and Sympathise

Efficient Service Lowest Fares

KEALY’S 
ilt d

BOOKSHOP 
& LIBRARY

21 Shortland St
Opposite S T A R  Office

U N IV E R S IT Y  T E X T  B O O K S  

bought, sold or exchanged

— W e  inv ite  inspection of our large 
and varied  stock of new and second­
hand Books in  a ll departments of 
lite ra ture .
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E
The E ditor,
“C raccum ,”
D ear Sir,—

I have recen tly  received- an an ­
onym ous docum ent contain ing in­
fo rm ation  of a m ost g rave and 
d is tu rb ing  na tu re , and w hich I h a s ­
ten  to pu t before you in o rder th a t 
step s m ay be tak en  to rep a ir the 
dam age th a t has been done. I t  re ­
la te s  (of course) to th e  recen t 
scandal concerning freedom  of 
speech, com m unism , R ussia, and 
o ther u n p leasan t m a tte rs . T his 
docum ent a lleges th a t Mr. D ickin­
son is not Mr. D ickinson. M ake no 
m istake. W hatever he m ay appear 
to be he is not rea lly  th a t a t all. 
The evidence is overw helm ing. It 
appears th a t as the  rea l Mr. D ickin­
son was about to board th e  boat 
in England he w as b ru ta lly  k id ­
napped by Soviet agen ts and a sub­
s titu te  substitu ted . A lthough no 
m ention is m ade of th e  m a tte r  we 
m ay perhaps suppose Mrs. D ickin­
son w as also b ru ta lly  k idnapped , 
and an o th e r su b s titu te  substitu ted . 
In th is way the  R ussian  au tho rities  
hoped to in troduce into New Zea­
land U niversities vicious doctrines 
and opinions from  w hich they have 
till now been, of course, com pletely 
free. It is pointed out th a t in th is 
way th e  im postor could get posses­
sion of all the necessary  docum ents, 
th a t th e  rea l Mr. D ickinson w as un­
know n on the boat, th a t he w as not 
know n to anybody on th e  staff of 
the U niversity , nor, we believe, to 
anyone in New Zealand, except Mr. 
Rodwell, who, of course, w as no t 
here  to confirm  his iden tity . H ence 
these agen ts have been in a position  
to deceive the au th o rities  and carry  
on for m onths th e ir  subveraine 
work.

The c ircum stan tia l evidence also 
is overw helm ing. C onsider the  
b read th  and scope of th is  person’s 
know ledge of political and economic 
h isto ry . Is it  conceivable th a t any­
one w ith  such profound and th o r­
ough know ledge, w ith m om entous 
m a tte rs  and even ts a t his finger 
tips, w ith  those very  finger tips on 
the  pulse of a s tricken  world, is it 
possible I ask , th a t such a m an 
should be a m ere un iversity  lec­
tu re r?

It is c lear th a t he is a very dan­
gerous m an. H e know s all so rts  of 
th ings th a t we don’t w ant to be told 
about, and has all so rts  of ideas 
tn a t we don’t w ant to  th ink  about. 
T herefore, it is obvious th a t he is a 
com m unist of th e  w orst type.

I feel th a t I would be failing in 
my duty if I did not m ake these  m at­
te rs  know n to you. You will know 
how to act. I suggest th a t you pub­
lish th is le t te r  a t once. T his will 
ac t as a w arn ing  to all loyal s tud ­
ents so th a t th ey  can keep a w atch  
on th is person  and p rev en t him  
from giving the  au th o rities  th e  slip. 
At th e  sam e tim e it  will keep th e  
fact th a t we a re  on his track  u tte r ­
ly secre t from  him . For, although  
such a person m ay burgle the 
S tuden ts’ A ssociation  room s (and 
no doubt does so quite often) it is 
well know n th a t  no m em ber of the  
staff will so fa r  low er h is d ign ity  
as to r»ad “C raccum ,” le t alone 
w rite to it. So by destroy ing  th is  
le tte r  as soon as it is se t up and 
prin ted  th e re  w ill be le ft no chance 
of th is pseudo Mr. D ickinson dis­
covering th a t all is lost.

3

I und ers tan d  th a t th e  police of 
severa l con tinen ts and one or two 
oceans a re  endeavouring to trace  
th e  rea l Mr. D ickinson, bu t of course 
th e re  is very  little  hope. Still, I am 
sure all your readers  will join w ith 
me in a h ea rtfe lt w ish th a t  he m ay 
yet be re tu rn ed  safe and sound to 
h is fam ily and friends.

I am, etc.,
KRYPTOS.

P.S.—I have tak en  the  precau­
tion  of bu rn ing  the  anonym ous docu­
m ent.

D ear Sir,—
I read  w ith in te re s t th e  le tte r  of 

“Give and T ak e” in your la s t issue.
Several points are  no t clear. One 

definite suggestion  th e re  is to us, 
the average  s tu d en ts—th a t we shall 
be m ore energetic  nex t election-day. 
T here  a re  in th is College those who 
on p rincip le  w ill no t cast blind 
votes. I suggest the  pow ers th a t be 
do a little  m ore ^to ligh ten  our 
darkness. T he one elec tion  m eet­
ing held th is  y ea r w as ra th e r  near 
polling day — besides, am I not. 
r ig h t in saying th a t all those in tro ­
duced to us—or ra th e r  exhib ited— 
w ere a lready  nom inees, and th a t 
nom inations had th en  closed?

T here a re  m any average s tuden ts 
in th is College who dislike being 
com m anded to vote for th e  nom in­
ees of ce rta in  ra th e r  fast-rooted  
factions. I am no t a prize organizer 
bu t I th in k  th a t th e re  is som ething 
ra th e r  b ligh ting  about the  lack  of 
social a tm osphere  in the  College. 
U nless one can find one’s way into 
one of th e  cliques, College social 
life is m ost conspicuous by its  ab- 
scence. And th e  fau lt I suggest is 
no t only th a t of the  average student.

Of course, we have som e of the 
r ig h t kind of studen ts am ong us— 
of course we have ta len t, or had, for 
it m ay be fa s t d isappearing  from  
lack  of use. But I claim  it  is m ost 
d iscouraging w hen one’s ac tiv ities  
in the  lit. club are confined to vo t­
ing for people one know s only by 
sigh t, to w atching repeated ly  the  
sam e bunch of actors and a c tre sse s  
‘s tru t and fre t th e ir  hour upon the  
s tag e ,’ or to sitting  alone am ong a 
crow d a t a lit. reading. The bu rn t 
coffee and b a th  buns a re  a b righ t 
spot, and should liven th ings up— 
but they  don’t. And m ay I sug­
g est th a t in some of the  h igher c ir­
cles “en th u s iasm ” is ra th e r  patron- 
isingly  looked upon a s  “fresh .” No, 
these  th ings a re n ’t obvious bu t 
th ey ’re  p a rt of th e  atm osphere .

Now m ay I offer a few sugges­
tions?

I suggest it w as a bad m istake  not 
m aking a fre sh e r m em ber com pul­
sory on the  W om en’s H ouse Com­
m ittee  th is year.

I suggest the  women need some 
kind of d iscussion group (I’ve no t­
iced lo ts of women w ith ideas th ey ’d 
like to expound). W hy not m ake 
those  ra th e r  dull w in te r coffee 
evenings in to  som ething of th e  sori. 
At any ra te  le t it  no t be a t an hour 
w hen all those likely  to be in te r­
ested  have a lecture .

I suggest th a t on w in ter a fte r­
noons th e  circle round th e  fire be 
m ore elastic.

I suggest th a t some system  of re ­
tirin g  from  the  E xecutive be inau­
gura ted  to avoid stagnation .

I suggest the  rea lly  loyal and in ­
te re s te d  m em bers pu t th e ir heads 
to g e th e r about speeding up a Col-
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Examination Paper
Q uestion  1 : D escrib e the origin and grow th  o f the  
O lsen & G reer Sartorial R eform  M ovem en t in N ew  
Z ealan d. W rite brief n otes on (a )  O lsen , ( b )  G reer, 
( c )  O lsen  and G reer.

Q u estion  2 : A  suit costs £ 5 / 1 5 / 6  at O lsen  & 
G reer’s, and £ 7 / 5 / -  elsew here. H o w  m uch w ou ld  
a sim ilar suit in asb estos suiting, w ith  a kilt su b ­
stituted for trousers, co st in real m on ey?
N ote: £ l  s te r lin g = 4 .8 8 3 ^  dollars==25 N ew  Z e a ­
land s h il l in g s = 9 6  yen . S ay  yen.

Q uestion  3: W hat d o  you  think o f the exam iners?

Q uestion  4: D iscuss O lsen  & G reer’s " N ew  D ep a r­
ture T ailoring, m aking sp ecia l reference to its fit 
and style. E nlarge on  its lo w  price and g o o d  value. 
Illustrate w ith  panegyrics.

WHEN BUYING YOUR NEXT SUIT, 
OVERCOAT, MERCERY OR SHOES,

COME TO

OLSEN & GREER
L IM IT E D

Gentlemens Tailors, Outfitters Or Footwear 
Specialists

First Floor, Dilworth Buildings, Auckland

“W H E R E  M E N ’S W E A R  COSTS LESS T H A N  E L S E W H E R E "

Phone 43-509
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lege H ostel, for th a t is rea lly  one 
of our g rea te s t n ecess ities  in re ­
gard  to social life.

Ju s t one m ore suggestion  for 
you’ve probably noticed th a t  one 
person is capable of g iving only (or 
m ostly) one-sided suggestions. F in ­
ally  I suggest th a t th rough  th e  
m edium  of th is paper th e  s tuden ts  
of the  College (average  as Well as 
R.L. and I.) be asked  for sugges­
tions for crea ting  a new , revivified 
atm osphere .

May I add I don’t th in k  balls and 
coffee evenings m uch stim ulus, es­
pecially  w hen the  w ork, w hich 
should be half th e  fun, is reserved  
for those few R.L. and I. m em bers.

I tru s t you will consider m y c r i t i­
cism  indicative of som e degree of 
in te re s t ra th e r  th an  inane.

I am,
AN AVERAGE STUD ENT.

The Editor,
“C raccum ,”
D ear Sir,—

I w as su rp rised  and pained  to see 
th a t, in the  la s t issue of “C raccum ,” 
although two a rtic le s  w ere w ritten  
about the  a r ts  g irls v. m en b a sk e t­
ball m atch, abso lu tely  no m ention 
w as m ade of the  g re a t gam e in 
w hich the  science staff drew  w ith 
th e  science girls. H as everyone 
fo rgo tten  Prof. B urb idge’s o ccas­
ional re so rt to football tac tic s , Mr. 
B ullen’s w onderful “p o tted ” goals, 
and th e  hercu lean  efforts of Prof. 
B artrum  and Mr. Jebson  a t defence, 
as, th ru s tin g  aside all obstacles, 
they  pursued the  ball, or th e ir  op­
ponents, w ith unfailing  a rd o u r; the  
trium ph  of mind over m a tte r  as Dr. 
B riggs clim bed the  goal-post to es­
cape M iss R enn ie’s c lu tches and 
gave the  onlookers a convincing il­
lu s tra tio n  of the  tru th  of th e  evolu­
tionary  theory? Does no one re­
m em ber Mr. B ell’s typhoon tac tics 
in th e  centre, and how, w hen he 
had knocked Miss Sm eed down he 
apologised profusely to M iss H a r­
r is ; and Dr. B row n’s contortions, 
and his opponents’ d iscom fitu re  in 
h is “look one way, th row  a n o th e r” 
theory ; and the  steady  su re  gam e 
played by Mr. Y allop? T he sp irit 
of th e  College m ust be indeed  de­
caden t th a t no one has before th is 
ce leb ra ted  in verse  or p rose the  so 
noble effort of a noble staff.

I am, etc.,
W .W .W .

Hongi’s Wake-up
A VINDICATION, A CONDEMNA­
TION, AND AN EXHORTATION.

I n  days of old w hen n igh ts w ere 
bold and th e  H ongis en tered  th e  
Q ueen’s A rcade on a jum ping jam - 
tin , to th e  co nste rna tion  of the local 
constabulary , or even in the days 
w hen H er M ajesty  Q ueen B ernard , 
of Spain, adb ica ted  on the  P ost Of­
fice step s and L ady Godiva rode 
the  s tre e ts  on J. J . C raig’s p rancing 
palfrey; or in days w hen the  stud ­
en ts  w ent th rough  every  pocket a t 
E den P a rk  fo r the  E arth q u ak e  Fund, 
ah, those  w ere the  days, th e  days 
w hen m en w ere men, and pansies 
w ere flowers, w hen the  H ongis spur­
red  th e  barm en  to perpetual motion. 
Alas, those “th ings a re  now taken  
from  us, and becom e portions and 
parcels of th e  dreadfu l p as t.”

If we had to w ork like steam - 
engines from  daw n till dew y eve, 
life would n o t be w orth  living. F o r­
tunately , we have o th e r innocen t 
(m ore or less) d iversions, and one 
of the th ings w hich keeps th e  big 
bad wolf of m en ta l depression  and 
gloom from  th e  door of th e  A.U.C. 
is an o rgan isa tion  w hich will give 
us a litt le  b it of “edifying up lift 
tem pered w ith  innocuous h ila rity .” 
This, of course, re fe rs  to th e  H ongis, 
now by unanim ous approval term ed  
the P ansy  B rigade. W hence th e  de­
genera tion  from  the  doughty deeds 
supra? U ndoubtedly  the  local H it­
lers have im posed a few re s tric tio n s  
on th e ir  hallow ed ac tiv ities , bu t 
w hat is th a t to m en who d rink  W ai­
tem ata  and Mrs. Odd’s coffee?
“A wake! A eolian lyre, aw a------ ”
W hoa! No, th a t ’s w rong. B ut per­
haps you see w hat I m ean.

L et us consider th ese  m ighty  fa l­
len. P erh ap s th ey  feel ra th e r  loath  
to be curiously  regarded  in public 
or to ra ise  th e ir  voices in the  per­
p e tra tion  of vocal v illa in ies unbe­
coming to nice gen tlem an ly  young 
men. One m arked  th e ir  exem plary  
behaviour a t th e  G raduation  C ere­
mony, som eth ing  like th e  “ six litETe 
singing boys—dear little  souls! In 
nice clean faces, and nice w hite 
sto les.” W ith  the  accen tua tion  of 
these m ilkslop ta c tic s  we begin to 
feel unhea lthy  ting les  under the  
singlet w hen com paring our local 
row dies w ith  the  o rganised  m erry ­
m akers of o th e r cen tres. S tuden ts 
who a ttended  th e  to u rn am en t will 
give fu r th e r  in fo rm ation  in th is  re ­
spect. Ask any m em ber of th e  A uck­
land public w hat he th inks, bu t pu t 
on your runn ing  shoes first.

“Give me the  young m an who has 
brains enough to  m ake a fool of 
him self,” said som eone, bu t it would 
appear th a t th e  H ongis lack  th is 
qualification. T hey seem  to be as 
much organised  as s traw s in a w hirl­
wind. The chief w eapon of th is per­
am bulating  clow n’s associa tion  is 
the H aka. W ell, why not m ake it 
the  w ar-dance it  is supposed to be? 
Those who had th e  m isfo rtune  to 
have th e ir  ea rs  offended w ith th e ir 
anaem ic rendering  in the Town H all 
on Capping Day e ith e r laughed 
them selves sick or d idn’t'. T hey can­
not b ring  th e  p lea of lack  of scope 
for th e ir  ac tiv itie s—th ere  is am ple 
opportun ity  for them  to m ake b e t­
te r  fools of them selves th an  they 
have been doing. W ake up, H ongis! 
Let us see im proved prancings from  
your p resen t puerile—“here, steady  
lad, they  don’t allow  free speech 
in th is p lace; ge t off th e  a i r ! ” 

— RUFUS.

B A S K E T B A L L
T his y ear the  U n iversity  Club w as 

strong  enough to en te r five team s 
in th e  A uckland B asketball As­
sociation ’s com petitions, the  B lues 
and the  W hites in the  Senior A 
Grade, th e  Colts in the  Senior B 
G rade, and tw o team s in the  A and 
B sections of the  Second G rade.

The Blues team  is so fa r  un ­
beaten  in th e  Senior C ham pionship, 
and is a t p resen t leading by a m ar­
gin of five points. It has w orked 
well as a team , apd has achieved a 
really  good com bination  w hich has 
perhaps con tribu ted  m ore th an  any­
thing to its  continued success and 
unbeaten  reco rd  th is  season.

It w as th ough t a t the  beginning 
of the  y ea r th a t  th e re  would be

G radu ation ............................
THERE MUST BE A RECORD 
OF THIS IMPORTANT EVENT—

A PHOTOGRAPH FOR FRIENDS AND 
CLASSMATES

Special School Prices for Students at our Studios

S. P. A N D R E W S
Imperial Buildings, Queen St.

Telephone 45-601

C O R B A N ’S W I N E S
for Weddings,

Parties, & Social Functions

Winners 
Gold Medals

Per case of 1 dozen 
reputed quarts:

Special Rich P ort. . 36/-
No. 4 P o r t ................42/-
Harmony Port

[recommended for 
Social Occasions] 48/-

C laret....................... 48/-
Sherry [Sweet] . . . 55/-
Invalid P o r t ............55/-
Frontignac................ 55/-
Old Tawny Port . . 55/-

A . A . C O R B A N  & S O N S
‘ THE WINE PEOPLE ’

Mt. Lebanon Vineyards, 
Henderson, Auckland

City Depot: 31 FORT STREET, AUCKLAND, C 1 
CORBAN’S WINE SHOP, 20 UNION ST„ HAWERA

STONEX
BROS

QUALITY
MILK AND CREAM

W E SU PPLY TH E CO LLEG E CAFETER IA.

Phone 45-076 and arrange for your supply. 

----------  We supply in all Suburbs ----------

World
Competitions

Madeira • ............ 5 5/-
Special Resesve Port 66/- 
Dry Sherry

‘Special Vintage’ 66/-
Wine Cocktail . . .  85 /-
‘Cellarman’s Special’

Port . . 85/-

Special Assorted Case 
[12 varieties] . . . 58/-

Draught Wines from
1 0 /- per gallon
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Not too Heavy 
Not too Light 
It's just right

A PRODUCT OF DOMINION BREWERIES LTD., OTAHUHU

little  to choose betw een  the  B lues 
and the W hites, and th a t th e  la t te r  
team  m ight be expected  to acquit 
itself w ith some degree of success 
in the S en io r Grade. A lthough the 
W hites team  did no t quite fulfil 
its  early  prom ise, it  has played 
some fine gam es and occupies no 
m ean position on th e  C ham pionship 
ladder. A d is tinc t im provem ent has 
been shown in th e  Colts team  th is 
season, and it h as  m ore th an  held 
its  own in th e  Senior B Grade. E s­
pecially, is the  Second G rade A team  
to be congra tu la ted  on its  perform ­
ances th is year. Composed m ostly 
of F re sh e rs  it has d isplayed g rea t 
en thusiasm  and a m ost p raisew orthy  
sp irit of team  loyalty. The Second 
G rade B team  un fo rtuna te ly  has 
been afflicted w ith  th e  com plaint 
th a t a lw ays seem s to a ttach  itse lf 
to the  la s t team , and g rea t difficulty 
has been experienced each w eek in 
try ing  to fill up the  places of de­
fau lte rs . By the  end of th e  season 
a w orn and haggard  look of s tra in  
begins to appear upon the  faces of 
the  un fo rtunate  officials respon­
sible for the  te am ’s num bers.

Once again  the  U n iversity  Club 
has con tribu ted  its  fa ir share  of 
m em bers to th e  A uckland rep re ­
sen ta tive  team  w hich took p a rt in 
the  New Zealand tou rnam en t a t 
D unedin. P. N orris (cap ta in ), M. 
D eighton, M. P e ttit , R. Percy, J. 
R ennie, M. Shaw  and J. S tichbury  
of the  B lues team  w ere all selected  
to rep re sen t A uckland, and J. R en­
nie and J. S titchbu ry  w ere chosen 
for the  N orth  Island  team . K. Sel­
la rs  of the Colts, has been se lected  
for the  Senior B G rade rep re sen ta ­
tive tr ia ls , and  L. Maloy, for the 
Second G rade A rep re sen ta tiv e  
team .

A ltogether^ the  1934 season has 
been a m ost successful one, both in 
the stan d ard  of play, and in the  
en thusiasm  and s tren g th  of the  
Club, and its  officers hope th a t they 
will be m ain tained  in the  fu ture .

Mrs. Lasterlic in 
Heaven

Upon a w in te r’s day a portly  car
Bore Mrs. L aste rlic  to Jo n es’ bazaar
H er husband , who died vaguely 

years ago,
W as looking down from  H eaven in 

som e woe.
Poor m an! he feared  th a t even God 

could not
P ro tec t him  from  the  pun ishm en t he 

got
W hen they w ere happily  m arried . 

“A la s!” he sighed,
P eering  from  H eaven, and trem bled 

as he eyed
I'iis w ife who sa t as soft as on a 

sofa,
A victim  soon to a re jec ted  chauf­

feur.
(T he cook, who loved too well a 

P.C .’s side,
Drove the  chauffeur as fa r as sui­

cide,
And he, im bued w ith notions Bol­

shevik,
Removed w ith  him  poor Mrs. L as­

terlic .)
The car crashed  off th e  road, and 

sca tte red  round
Blood, fu r and chocolates on the 

u n fo rtu n a te  ground.
W hile two m iles off stood Lady 

Jones, su rp rised
T hat Mrs. L asterlic  had no t arrived .
Lord Jones w as there , his jam- 

w orks le ft behind,
And th a t young pink-cheeked curate , 

sw eetly  kind.
She tapped her artific ia l tee th  in 

pain,
Fondled her wig, applied some rouge 

again,
D iffusing heavily , both  here  and 

there ,
An (artific ia l) scen t upon the  air.

B ut M rs L asterlic, w ith  one loud 
sigh,

Of “Save my P o m !” gazed upw ard 
a t the  sky,

Swore softly  once or tw ice, and 
finally

D ecided th a t ’tw as tim e for h e r to
see

If H eaven was all the  w ire less-par­
son said,

Or m ore like B ertrand  R ussell, 
w hen you’re dead.

H er soul clim bed trim ly  out, and 
shot to H eaven

As rapidly  as Conan Doyle’s did, 
even,

Slipped th rough  the  need le’s eye 
w ith such g rea t ease

No cam el ever equalled in th a t 
squeeze,

And all th e  angels th o u g h t—or all 
who spied it,

How useful ere you die it is to diet.
B ut when she flu ttered  ou t on 

H eaven’s floor,
H er first thought was, “W hy, w hat 

an  aw ful bore!
“No harps, no crow ns, no haloes, no 

gold wall,
No angel choirs, no friends, and 

w orst of all,
W hy, everybody’s poor! T h e re ’s 

Mrs. Sm ith,
T he quiet country cousin from  P en ­

rith ,
W ho used to see Lord Jones! And 

there  he goes
Our bu tcher boy, w ith  w arts  upon 

his nose!
O God, I can ’t s tan d  th is! Some 

o ther day,
But really  now, I hav en ’t tim e to 

s ta y !”
(H er husband, hid behind an  an ­

gel’s wings,
C lutched his m oustache and prayed 

for b e tte r  th ings.)
B ut Mrs. L aste rlic  has ben t her 

flight
To w here a d is tan t, bu t a b rillian t 

ligh t

P rom ised  a lodging. As she w ent 
she m uttered ,

“Some people don’t know  w hich side 
b read  is bu ttered .

I m ust say H eaven is quite n ea t and 
brigh t,

But as fo r sty le—the rad io  was 
r ig h t!”

B ut even as she spoke, before her 
nose

A glorious building, new ly painted, 
rose.

Square in the  doorw ay slum ped a 
handsom e hound,

W ho wagged his eager ta il upon the 
ground,

H is th ree  red  tongues, in tones th a t 
soothed and ben t her,

Said, “Mrs. L aste rlic , would you 
p lease e n te r? ”

So in she w ent, and read  w ithout 
a fear,

“T he Band of H ope a re  T hey W ho 
E n te r H ere ,”

P receded  by a m inion clad in red
Into a hall w here o th e r fam ous dead
A rose to g ree t her. By th e  hand one 

grasped  her,
A m an as handsom e as a dancing

m aster,
W ho, lead ing  h e r tow ards a gilded 

th rone ,
Said, “M rs. L asterlic , assum e your 

ow n !”
“Y our friends a re  here, you w on’t 

find H ell a bore,
B ut if you do, w e’ll send for Mr. 

P shaw ! ”
So Mrs. L asterlic  is ie ign ing  yet
W here you and I, I fear, w ill soon 

be met.
I t ’s tru e  the h e a t’s so g rea t they  

som etim es fain t,
B ut Ind ia’s V iceroy has the  sam e 

com plaint,
W ho like a s ta te sm an  lives in re ­

gions sandy
To share  th e  top head lines w ith 

Mr. Ghandi.
—E.D.M.



6 C R A C C U M M O ND A Y , O C T O B E R  8, 1934.

O VER 22 YEARS O L D ---- still fit to ride
S o m e tim e ago w e offered  to p resent a brand n ew  C ycle  to the ow ner o f the o ld est “M onarch  
S p ecia l. O ver 2 0 0  cla im s w ere rece ived  fro m those w h o  had purchased  our C ycles ten, 
tw e lv e , and even  tw en ty  years ago. But the d a  d d y  o f them  all w as the veteran  show n ab ove.
T his m achine was b ou gh t b y  Mr. A . W . B arltrop , H ok itika , on D ecem b er 18, 191 1— over  
tw en ty -tw o  years ago.
D uring that long period  this cy c le  w as in a lm o st d a ily  use, and Mr. Barltrop states that he has 
ridd en  it at least 7 5 ,0 0 0  m iles. In ad v isin g  us th a t the C ycle w as b ein g  forw ard ed  for in sp ec­
tion, Mr. Barltrop w rote: “ I w as sorry to lo s e  such an o ld  friend, for it has b een  all that to  
m e. T h e fram e of this m ach ine is w ond erfu l, a s  it has b een  over som e very  rough journeys.
I rod e it for the last tim e to the railw ay sta tio n  to send  it aw ay. It is go in g  just as it cam e off 
the road — no polish ing u p .”
T his w eather-beaten , but still useful m achine, is n ow  b ein g  exh ib ited  on our Third F loor. W e  
w ant you  to see it, for it p roves co n clu siv e ly  that our “ M onarch S p ecia l” C ycle stand s up to 
hard u sage and lasts for years. So if you  are th in k ing  o f b uying a n ew  C ycle get our H igh-  
grade British “M O N A R C H  S P E C IA L ” and y o u ’ll get the serv ice that on ly  a first-class 
m achine can  give.

GENT’S ROADSTER— 5 /- Deposit and 1/11 per week for 95 weeks.
LADY’S CYCLE— 5 /- Deposit and 1 /11  per week for 100 weeks.

FARMERS TRADING CO. LTD.
H OBSON A N D  W YN D H A M  STREETS
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