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Auckland, N.Z., Thursday, July 23rd, 1953

“Grapes of

They lick ice-

We a
imire  Great Maker of Westerns and Creator of the

erass :i;( Wrath.” They sit, and in tense adulation watch the valedictory
r g Wk of the Master, fearful lest they laugh or move and are
ht © distracted.

‘I"t'(s‘egﬂ In the circle the boorjoes are unimpressed.

in aeam crunch chocolate.

Sticky hands are clasped and there are

iell msigigdes from the back row. Alfie n’ Marge start laughing at the

rt onjrshtrain with the shamrock green carriages, and keep

laughing

‘aan hour and a-half; and afterwards when they are having tea
ntten s~ crumpets they laugh again at the funny bits they remember.

d if @ They don't notice the maiden at
parties ke next table explaining to her six
norey alister-priestesses  of  culture  who
ot tod nde black Russian cigarettes while
help inkeywait for their black coffee that,
street § (F course, Ford is an old man who
with! fmld retire — his genius has been
aky a?iitadily failing him since that great
| rerrei- dod between 1939 and 1941. That'’s
ct dirf tythis picture is so popular; it has
be van ogreatness and is playing to the
(there a tilery. You all know that piece
nnot ¢ -<anJung about the cinema being
a hum le a detective story, because it
nmeanirg ldes it possible to experience wifh-
the gt wdanger, all the excitement, pas-
Mo at icmand desirabiilty which must be
b {pressed in a humanitarian ordering
se—iti [life Ford is feeding the people’s
lingHikt taming for escape now, because he
less iso igit any ideas left and he wants
mech * jmeke a lot of money for his old
to md* je” They exhaust the topic and
valle a tat arguing in low tones about Mc-
ie cares adl's instinctive drives. Alfie 'n
o. lae go out past them, still smiling.
(CUCI COAL REALITY AND
hance: BOX OFFICE
week 0 Tre question of John Ford’s resig-
"hul. itin since his period of brilliance
ihoud ic tichwas climaxed with “The Grapes
't at & fWrath” is not necessarily abstruse,
doisters mris it simply a question of turn-
will Figfrom making films which satisfied
Bcreative spirit to making films
Ith are popular and good money-

prrers Ford’'s work has always
engood box-office, and his least
o* ioessful films  cinematically, have

nics H 1 7eas”™ popular with the pub-
teamtr <F°r(I's work is a rare case of cri-
ie p.i. sad public being in accordance.
ing dt Since the greatness of “Stage-
1 onti coadh” 1939, the “Grapes of
and n8 Wrath” 1940. and the “Long Voy-
10 st »ge Home,” 1941, Ford has been
te problem director, moving
quiddy in time to the end of his

career, and one who is not yet gen-
erally recognized as amongst the
most notable the cinema has pro-
duced. When he turned 13 years
ago to an examination of social
reality he produced a masterpiece,
yet he cannot be identified with
any current trend or urgency; his
work depends on a wholly personal
and isolated appeal.

Ford became famous as a director
of Westerns and this part of his car-
eer he climaxed with “Stagecoach.”
All his Westerns have been distin-
guished by an instinctive feeling for
the scope and manners of the period,
for the course of heroic adventure
and a particular condition of life;
their pulse is of an age of leisurely
spaciousness and pioneering adven-
ture, with an essential vigour, ro-
mance and simplicity that makes its
beat exciting to-day.

But this does bring Ford the risk of
neglect or only qualified recognition;
his work, particularly if it is set in
the past, may be received with duti-
ful compliments, but it is easy to de-
tect an instinctive note of reservation
behind them. The basis of this impli-
cit criticism is that to deserve seri-
ous consideration a film must seriously
consider contemporary problems. And
indeed, it was in the field of social
reality that Ford was most success-
ful, and it is, according to the critics,
since he made the “Grapes of Wrath”
that he has declined.

“GRAPES OF WRATH”
The “Grapes of Wrath” is more

consider his career, for this is the
worthy of consideration than any
other of Ford’'s works when we

most courageous, and aesthetically
the most satisfying, social film
Hollywood has ever produced. His
theme is that of Steinbeck’s novel
(although in a somewhat emascu-
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JOHN FORD'S FAREWELL

Six-Guns, Rhetoric and Social Blarney

Inside the luxurious Oriental amphiteatre all is quiet; the
lingering sun, so long in dying, fingers the stars and succumbs
a&snight rushes in; the flashing eyes of the two sacred tigers
ae still, the Faithful are waiting. Below them the name of
tte Maker is illuminated and seven maidens, exotically cos-
tured in homespun skirts, hand-knitted sweaters, horn-rimmed
enn Spectacles, and bearing bulging satchels, rise and genuflecting
three times intone with solemn resonance, “All praise to the

“Stagecoach”— Ford at his greatest.

lated version, man’s inhumanity to

man, the exploitation of poverty

and the crushing of the attempt of
labour to unionise.

Those who have seen Ford’s treat-
ment, albeit episodic, of the story of
the Joad family passing through the
valley of despair in a broken-down
Ford and their adventures in the Dust
Bowl and in California, and of young
Tom Joad seeking his future as a
union organiser, will not have for-
gotten the early sequences with their
Russian feeling for the roads and the
earth, the long nostalgia of Tom
Joad’s return home from a jail-break
in another state and the meeting with
Casy, a preacher by the wayside,
crazy with anti-religion. The home-
stead, the return, the mother’'s emo-
tion, the grandfather’'s madness, the

sister-in-law’s pregnancy, and her
husband’s empty ambition and final
desertion. The land bought up; the
eviction; the tractor crushing the

shack; the earlier wonderfully-lit shops
whilst Mrs. Joad burns her letters
and her memories with the fire flash-
ing over her face stricken with emo-
tion.

The journey; its rigours; its diffi-
culties; the death of the grandmother;

the deserts; the labour camps; the
sense of social security and social
duty in the government camp con-

trasted with the pity and terror of
life in the commercial labour camp
with its starvation and exploitation;
the children frightened by a lavatory
which flushes in the well-run govern-

ment camp; Joad’s manslaughter of
a police deputy on the journey and
fear of arrest after escape; the wages
racket and under-cutting through
excess of labour; the fruit-fields elec-
trically barred and wired; the racket-
eers’ police; the union meeting in the
dark by the stream; the raid on the
meeting and the death of Casy,
preacher turned Ilabour organiser;
and Joad’s last great scene with his
mother whose maternal sense would
hold him back from the future she is
proud to feel he will adopt.

When this distinguished film was
released in 1940 it had pulled too far
ahead from the grasp of mass audi-
ence comprehension or acceptance, but

it held large audiences taken in the
aggregate, although requiring for
its appreciation rather more resili-

ence of imagination than the aver-
age public queueing up after work
has been a]?le to acquire.

The dialogue in the “Grapes of
Wrath” has a simplicity and dir-
ectness which has become a form
of poetry; its theme is emphasized
by an unusual reticence; and the
film has a significance beyond its
own time, and a permanent distinc-
tion in the period to which it be-
longs.

THE LONG VOYAGE HOME
Ford’s next svork, “The Long Voy-
age Home,” 1941, has one of the most
impressive opening sequences of any
film in American cinema. Dark shots
emphasize the fragmentary gleam of
(Continued on page 8)
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ELECTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE

With only a few weeks till the elections, it might pay to exam-
ine the election system with a view to correcting some of the more
obvious deficiencies.

The first and most obvious deficiency is in the system that
allows such large scale resignations during the year. No one
should take the job on unless they can stay for the year, but in
Auckland it is the date of election, rather than the individual,
which is at fault. Executive members who unexpectedly fail exams
at the end of the year may find themselves faced with a heavy
programme for the next year and be unable to met their commit-
ments on Exec.

If the elections were held in March the number of resignations
would be greatly reduced. Furthermore, several valuable pc pie
who were not able to stand in the middle of the year owing to uncer-
tainty or whether they would have time, may now be able co offer
themselves as candidates. To ensure continuity between the Sec-
retary and Terasurer and their replacements it would be best to
elect them and the President in August to take office on 1st of
October. They would then sit in on Exec, meetings for two me nths,
during which time they should be able to get the business of the
Association at their fingertips. During the vacation they and any
other Exec, members present in the city would run the Association
business. The Annual general Meeting would then be held in
March when proposals for the future would be the main business.
Then in August the half Annual General Meeting would give people
an opportunity to criticize the administration of Carnival Week,
Tournaments, etc.

Another suggestion is that candidates stand for specific posi-
tions or portfolios. This would mean that the socialite who is not
particularly involved or interested in anything would have to prove
his or her right to a particular position. At present those with
special aptitudes get appointed and then the remainder of the
portfolios are distributed with considerable common sense but not
necessarily to the best person.

These are a few ideas which you as the electors may find
worthy of consideration. No doubt there are flaws which we will be
glad to hear about and perhaps some people will agree with us.
These ideas suitably ornamented may be worth bringing up as
constitutional amendments at the Annual General Meeting, in order
to ensure they are discussed. *

As far as the elections themselves are concerned there could
be considerable improvement. Up till now the only way in which
electors could get information on the candidates was by reading the
write-ups of the candidates by the candidates which appear in
“Craccum.” | feel that this is definitely insufficient. There are
several ways in which the candidates can be made better known
to the electors. Some of these are being used this year. For instance,
a notice board will be erected, upon which candidates should affix
a photo of themselves. A further improvement to this would be a

write-up of the candidate’s career which could be pasted below
the photo.
Further, 1 am amazed that no pre-election meeting is held.

A lunch-time meeting the day before the election would give the
students an opportunity to hear the candidates’ views and to make
an estimate of their qualities. If over 200 men students can attend
a lunch-time meeting about the state of the common room, surely
at least an equal number would turn up to see and hear the elec-
tion candidates.

As far as “Craccum” is concerned the election issue will have
write-ups of the candidates, done preferably by the nominators.

CRACCUM

Executive Meeting,
14/7/53

The meeting commenced with some
argument as to where the Executive
should go after their dinner. As Mr.
Fraser said, “The problem is whether
we pick anyone up afterwards, and
I don't mean at the Post Office.”

Mr. Smith, “The motion is that we
go to a cabaret and that partners be
sort of worked out somehow.”

This motion lapsed for want of a
seconder.

Mr. Frankovitch then moved
we hold a party.”

Mr. Horton seconded this with great
gusto.

Finally the secretary was empower-
ed to arrange the venue for a party
following the dinner. Mr. Smith, “a
function surely.”

Men’s Vice-President.

Mr. Connell was appointed to this

position.

“that

Clean up Auckland.

A letter was received from the
clean-up Auckland campaign. Miss
Charleston, “What are we supposed
to do about ftT”

k was decided that the letter will
be displayed on the notice board so
that anyone feeling strongly about
the matter can do something
Ski-club.

The ski-club applied for permission
to enter in a Queen Carnival under
the association’s name. Mr. McGor-
don, “This sort of thing is for the
plebs, and students should keep out
of it.”

It was decided to support them but
they should enter under their own
name.

Annual Report.

One or two minor amendments were
made in the reports of various com-
mittee chairmen. A sentence in the
cafeteria report was changed from
“and has fully carried out its obliga-
tions to students of the College,” to
“has endeavoured to carry out.” It was
felt that in view of criticism of cafe-
teria meals fully carried out would
not be a true statement. Mr. Wiley
wished his disagreement with this
change noted.

Physical Education.

There is a possibility of a disused
Rugby Training shed in Newton Gully
becoming available for Mr. Brown’s

Phys. ed. classes. In the meantime,
the table tennis room will probably
be used.

B.C.G.

Miss Charleston “Five hundred and
sixty-seven people will be done!”
Kiwi.

In view of the lack of copy and the
expense of producing a large issue,
Craccum was asked to publish a liter-
ary issue on much the same lines as
Salient last year. This will mean a
small book of poems and short stories
printed on good paper.

Lamp posts.

In relation to the recent court case
involving the pasting of posters on
lamp posts, it was moved that the

Thursday, July 23rd, 19 Thursda
Carnival Book

Applications are
position of editor,
1954.

Applications should be addressed
the Secretary, Students’ Associat:
not later than 11th August, 1953

The appointment will be made
13th August.

The appointee will be given es
help, will have the use of conrac
ous and up-to-date facilities, and v
gain valuable and memorable eq
ence.

He, or she, should (for preferem
be an active, intelligent and &
man or woman with a desire to p
fun at our hallowed institutions.

invited for
Carnival Bj

Physical Recreation

With one thing and another, I h
decided to commence classes in
Table Tennis Room immediately a
the Health Department Officers
completed the Tuberculosis exatm
tions and Vaccination, which theys
conducting during the week
the 31st July. By this time |1
have a gramophone and will be h
ing classes in Square Dance ad
Folk Dance in addition to the Kk«
Fit Classes. Class times will o!
posted on the notice boards. “

S. R. BROWN,
Physical Education Officer,
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Free X-Ray Exams,
and Vaccination
Against Tuherculosi:

Vaccination against Tuberculosis Ik
Metrobold Upper and lower s 1
Students who signed the
vaccination forms last month are
minded that the tuberculin tests
X-ray examinations or vaccinatin
take place next week in the H

Tennis Room, Students’ Block.

Those who did not sign the or
are eligible for a free X-Ray eam
ation and are urged to take aa
tage of the opportunity for ams
ily available health check which\
take very little time. X-R&y eam
ations can be had on Thursday a
Friday between the hours of 9a
and 6 p.m. (closed 12-1).

Times and Dates:

Tuberculin Tests: Monday andTc,
day, 27th to 28th July, 9 am.-6 p
X-Ray and Vaccination: Thurso
and Friday, 30th and 31st J
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Place:

Table
Block.
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Tennis Room, Stucki

on the ballot paper. It has gyaer.
been proved that the last few ran
get 30 per cent fewer votes theni
first few.

Mr. Horton objected on the gan
that the new idea interferes witht 14 And
accident of birth. If a person is dasel an
with a name beginning with Ate Y& the

Executive while not taking respon-  presumably this has been ordained: repeateth
sibility for the individual acts of a higher power. To alter this ai tireth.
students draw their notice to the s sacrilegious. Further apnebetic 15 For
dangers of interfering with (amp order ensures a certain continuity eden his
posts. the executive and a charge v felack a]
Elections. mean a decline in standard. 16. Thei
For this election candidates’ names Revue. ter. when
will be drawn from a hat in order to Mr. ZamRucka was ggoirtt ay man
ensure that candidates at the end of author and producer of the B alyin th
the alphabet are not necessarily vic- Revue. aman h
timized by having their names last The meeting closed at 10 pm cream off
champagn
. . . ad—the
We feel that if a person nominates another for the Executivel 17 Vet
should have sound reasons for doing so. ks not the
Finally, we appeal to all students to exercise their denocrat nilk and
rights and vote for the Executive. These people are the repress sty and
ad the e

tatives of the students as a whole, and not of a few hundred.-
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CHAPTER ONE

TO! Wondrous are the workings of
irds. k a man’s heart, my daughter.
OWN, 2 His love is a thing which riseth
don Officer, ad falleth like the stock market;
yea like a football that goeth up, it
descendeth swiftly.
3 Behold, when a man first meet-
dh a damsel, she pleaseth his eyes.
Moreover, she is different from the
grl before and affordeth a pleasant
S change.

:xams,
ation

rculosi

f 4 He adoreth her from afar and
f£SUIOS;Sg indulgeth in foolish pipe-dreams. He
ed the mvesteth in new cravats and is par-
ticdar concerning his collars.

calleth at first, timidly; he

on the good side of the fam-

bringeth burnt offerings of
expersive flowers and sweets. He
g reaceth the .Rubaiyat unto her and in-
viteth her to meet his sister.
~akendva fi*And behold, there cometh a day
for a®@ ff'en be Kkisseth her suddenly and
ck which | without warning.
-Rfiy eeam  ~ And another
Ao
Lr;lérsgfa)é; a%m,&ndaglr%’ther when he
much and often.
). 9 And another when he
day andTin nore casually.
9 am.-6 g 10. And anotr_]er when
on: Thuso €d early and Kisseth her
d 31st 1 ‘Good night”
1l And another
o call.
12 Then peradventure, she writeth
" hma letter— which he putteth in flis
Ipdet and forgetteth to answer. She
summoneth him  over the telephone
ad he goeth into the booth wearily.
las goparerf] e reproacheth and revileth him.
st few ran He picketh a quarrel.
rotes than;, 13 She sobbeth: “All
twen us!” He answereth,
in the gat wdll Even as thou sayest!”
Feres witt: 14 And in time he meeteth another
xerson ishe darsd and doeth it all over again.
with At Yea the selfsame programme he
m ordained: repeateth unto the letter; yet he never
ter this ai tireth
r aphabetic 15 For lo! though a man hath
continuity esten his full at one meal, why shall
charge ve fkelack appetite for the next?
lard. 16. Then, | charge thee, my daugh-
tar. when love beginneth, question not
Is gopoints ay man how it will end; for it is
of the Mfoily in the beginning of things that
aman is interested; even in the
t 10 pra ceam off the jug, the bubble of the
champagne, the meat on the peach,
ad—the first kiss of a woman.
17. Yet, what mattereth the end?
_Isnot the end of the cream, skimmed
1democn!: *njlk and the end of a cigar, the
ie represfil Sy and the end of a peach, a stone;
Idred.__RI af* the end of champagne, dregs;

din~testaa
vaccinatio
in the T

Block,
ign the

when he Kisseth
kisseth her
kisseth her

he depart-
but once—

when he faileth

is over be-
iOh, very

xecutive 1
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BOOK OF FLIRTS

and the end of love, a quarrel ? And
which of these would ye choose?

18. Verily, the flirtations of a man’s
bachelor days are, in passing, as the
courses of the love-feast; but a wife
is the black coffee which settleth him.

CHAPTER TWO

JiIATARVELLOUS, oh, my daughter,

is the way of a man with women;
for every man hath method and
each his favourite stunt. And the
stunt that he hath found to work
successfully with one damsel shall be
practiced upon each in turn, even
unto the finest details thereof.

2. Behold, one man shall come unto
thee saying: “How foolish are the
sentimentalists! But as for me,
my motives are altruistic and disin-
terested, and a woman'’s friendship is
what | most desire.”

3. Yet, | charge thee, seek among
his women “friends” and thou shalt
not find an homely damsel in all their
number.

4. For this is the platonic stunt.

5. Now, another shall try thee by
a simpler method.

6. Lo, suddenly and without warn-
ing, he shall arise and catch thee in
his arms. And when thou smitest him
upon the cheek, he shall be overcome
with humiliation, crying: “l could not
help it!”

7. Yet be not persuaded, but put
him down without mercy, lest perad-
venture, he kiss thee again.

8. For this is the impetuous stunt.

9. Yet observe how still another
seeketh to be more subtle.

10. Mark how he sitteth afar off
and talketh of love in the abstract;
how he calleth three times a week,
yet remaineth always impersonal;
how he praiseth the shape of thine
hand, and admireth thy rings, yet
toucheth not so much as the tips of
thy fingers.

11. “Lo,” he thinketh in his heart,
“1 shall keep her guessing. Yea, |
shall wrack her soul with thoughts of
how | may be brought to subjection.
And when she can no longer contain
her curiosity, then will she seek to
lure me, and | shall gather her in my
arms.”

12. And this is the elusive stunt.

13. But | say unto thee, my daugh-
ter, each of these is but as a chains-
stitch unto a rose pattern, beside him
that playeth the frankly devoted.

14. For all women are unto him
as one woman— and that one, putty.

15. Lo, the look of “adoration” in
his eyes is like unto the curl in his
hair, always there, and he weareth

WE BEG TO DITHER

The Faith that can change a world?

“It is the business of the churches
to make my business impossible.”—
Field-Marshal Earl Haig.

“The present war is a war to up-
hold the honour of the spurned God
and the principles of His Christ in
the world.”— Archbishop Averill, N.Z.

There is nothing so popular as
Christianity with the edge off.

Sincerity

Depth of sincerity
by length of tongue.

is not measured

Censorship
Is the executive nursing a viper
in its bosom? Will their editor turn
against them?
Don’t fail to read the next issue.
(Ed.: We respect your ideals— you
may delete this if you wish).
The Vexed Question:
Are there Chinks in the
tain ?
The Mathematical Joke
Mr. Forder expands a series,
O dear me, my darling dearies;
The last term is equal to the first,
All the little dearies with laughter
burst.

Iron Cur-

Well Informed Sources:

Since 1917 we have seen an endless
stream of victims sent to the salt
mines. What are the Russians doing
with all this salt?

Do they intend to flood world mar-
kets and precipitate a trade reces-
sion ? Let the West beware! Trade
is aid to the Soviets.

—P.G.M., JET.

The Combined
House Committees'

LAST DANCE
of the Year

FRIDAY, AUG. 7th
8 p.m. M.C.R.

Only 2/6 for
TERM'S END
COFFEE EVENING

COPY
for the next

"CRACCUM"
closes on

Wednesday, July 29
at 12 Noon

his “protecting manner” as naturally
and as constantly as his linen collar.

16. He is so attentive and the
thoughtful thing .come unto him as
second nature.

17. Yea, though there be 20 dam-
sels in the room, yet shall each be
made to think in her heart: “Lo, I am
it!”

18. Verily, verily, all the days of
his life he shall be waited on and
cooed over and coddled by women;
and his way shall be as one continu-
ous path of conquests and thornless
roses.

19. For this is the Stunt of Stunts!

Page 3
FINAL ROUND

Campion v. Jefford

My first reaction to Jacques’ reply

was to let those who have seen “The
Young Elizabeth” consider the arti-
cles and judge for themselves. Then

it occurred to me that Jacques really
believes what he writes. Furthermore,
although 1 think it highly improb-
able, some people might fail to detect
his chameleon-like change of attitude.

Rather than repeat my charges
against the play and The Players
(Jacques conveniently overlooked
them), | think it would be best to
point out the contradictions in his
arguments.

In the first place Jacques wrote
and praised “The Young Elizabeth”
and the leading actress. He went as
far as to compare her with Barbara
Jefford. I disagreed and gave my
reasons. His reply contained no
attempt to defend his views; instead,
it was a plaintive attempt to avoid
the issue by saying that he liked the
play. He admitted, as | maintained,
that he is a member of the parochial
group who are prepared to praise a
local effort even if it smells to high
heaven. Here*is his confession, “If
we did not allow occasional domina-
tion by our instinct where would we
be .. "

If Jacques likes to be “dominated
by his instinct” and if that instinct
felt itself satiated by the playing of
The N.Z. Players, I am quite satisfied
to let him enjoy his gluttony. All 1
objected to was his comparison of The
Players with the visiting Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre Company. Some
people are happy to live in dilapidated
hovels and nobody quarrels with
them until they say that their shacks
are almost as good as a palace.

My article bore fruit as can be
observed from the following quota-
tions: In his first article, “Edith Cam-
pion’s performance would carry over
any footlights in the world,” and,
“Barbara Jefford’'s ability would
need a vast storehouse to give her
the sweep of power brought to “The
Young Elizabeth” by Edith Campion.
But in the second article Edith Cam-
pion merely “kept the gears in
motion.” A remarkable change.

Even at the risk of being accused
of rubbing salt in his wounds, I must
draw attention to his statement that
he did not say “The Young Elizabeth”
was a good play. Referring back to his
first article | discover “The Young
Elizabeth,” New Zealand’s offering
proved its salt as a play and as a
performance.” He reminds me of the
shifting Goodwin Sands.

His only other remark worthy of
attention is that which stated that
he and others did not find Edith Cam-
pion’s acting unnerving nor too arti-
ficial. Note his appeal with the term
“others.” | found many who support
me. Therefore, stalemate!

Let me make my stand clear. | as
much as anybody else wish to see the
development of N.Z. Theatre, but |
am not prepared to stomach “ham”
performances. The Festival play, “St.
Joan,” did much to restore the hopes
that the N.Z. Players shattered. “St.
Joan” possessed the sincerity and re-
straint that was lacking in “The
Young Elizabeth.”

The spark of life which Jacques
alleges, | concede to The N.Z. Play-
ers, presents a good argument for
euthanasia.

Should Jacques contemplate an-
other round | suggest that first he
should read his two articles on the

subject. Then if he still cannot see
his own inconsistencies | am sure
that any English 1. student will be

prepared to assist him.— 1.J.C.R.
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CRACCUM

IN RHODESIA

It was rather unfortunate that little attention was paid in
the news columns to the recent discussions on the proposed
federation of the two Rhodesias and Nyasaland. From a Com-
monwealth point of view these discussions are most important
indeed, for they epitomise the problems associated with the
conferring of self-government on what are essentially plural
societies. The British Colonial Office is faced with the problem
of effecting a compromise between the claims of vocal self-
confident European nationalism on the one hand, and a largely
inarticulate but dangerously stirring African majority on the

other.

That the House of Commons debated the issue on two

separate occasions last month, is some indication of the inter-
est and anxiety that these proposals have aroused in Britain.
That the tone of recent debates on the subject has been uni-
formly high is also some indication of the importance attached
to the first attempt to deal with the social and political issues
associated with the granting of self-government to African

territories possessing an indigenous white population.

Surely

this problem is one of the problems that the Commonwealth

must solve if it is to survive.

At the end of March a referendum was held on the scheme

among the European

inhabitants of Southern Rhodesia, which

resulted in an overwhelming majority of votes being cast in its
favour. Since that time, however, there has been an ever-increas-
ing African opposition to federation proposals.' In spite of this the
British Government has decided to push steadily on and implement

the scheme.

This would be a grave step for any government to

take in an age of declining imperialism and growing African poli-
tical maturity. On the other side of the Continent, Gold Coast and
Nigerian Africans are on the brink of fully responsible government.

A “Gold Coast Constitution”

has become the watchword for Afri-

can politicians in Northern Rhodesia itself, No British Government
to-day should impose anything on the Africans that they do not
like unless it is convinced that the alternative is not progress for

the Africans but retrogression or chaos.

Nothing could justify

the over-riding of African wishes unless the measure in question
were clearly detrimental to African wishes.

During the long discussions on the

federation scheme, attention has
been rightly focussed on the provi-
sion made in the proposed federal

constitution, for the safeguarding of
these African interests. African and
Left Wing critics of these provi-
sions claim that the safeguards _ori-
iginally proposed have gradually been
weakened. The Minister for African
Interests in the Federal Cabinet
disappeared with the White Paper of
June, 1952. Now, in the latest pro-
posals, the African Affairs Board,
whose purpose is to examine federal
legislation on behalf of the Africans
is no longer an outside body, but is
to be a standing committee of the
Federal Assembly.

The effect, it is claimed, will be to
detract considerably from the Board’s
independence. It is also claimed that
these changes have been made to pla-
cate European opinion in Southern
Rhodesia. In other words, these
critics are of the opinion that the
federation has as its object the dom-
ination of Central Africa by the
white settlers of Southern Rhodesia.
This is exactly what the African
Chiefs fear most. It is on the
grounds that the Conservative Gov-
ernment has deliberately whittled
away the safeguards for African in-
terests that the Labour Party is so
strenuously opposing the whole
scheme.

The new African Affairs’ Board will
consist of three elected African mem-
bers and three European members
for African interests. This will asso-
charged with special responsibilities
ciate the Board more closely with the
Africans themselves than previously,

when members were nominated by
the Governor-General of each terri-
tory. It would appear that African

interests are adequately safeguarded
by this written constitution for the
proposed federation. African political
advancement within the federation is
made possible and the federal public
service is to be open to both black
and white. Indeed, as far as any
document can go, this constitution
appears a reasonable solution to the
problem.

LABOUR SAY “NO~

But does‘all this constitute a com-
plete justification for imposing fed-
eration against African wishes; does
it really offer the Africans substan-

Sir Godfrey Huggins

tial advantages; does it offset their
fears and suspicions? The African
political leaders and the British Lab-
our Party answer a most definite
“No.” Is the present British Govern-
ment wise to run the risk of losing

African goodwill for the sake of a
complicated political arrangement?
The answer to this is “Yes” and the

reasons are twofold.

Firstly, the position of Southern
Rhodesia to-day is an anomalous one.
It is not yet a dominion and it is not
yet strong or wealthy enough to at-
tain that status on its own. But the
ultimate goal of the federation as
expressed in the constitution is the
attainment of full membership of the
Commonwealth. In federation Rho-
desia has a political future. On its
own it has none, and it might well
succumb to the economic forces that
are already drawing it into the orbit
of South Africa. If this danger was
to become reality, Northern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland might well find them-
selves in the same exposed position
that Southern Rhodesia finds herself
to-day, unable to make any further
advance except through intimate asso-
ciation with their powerful neighbour
to the south. This would be a tragedy
not only for the white settlers of
these lands, but also for the Afri-
cans.

Secondly, it is extremely doubtful
that the African political leaders are
actually opposing the proposals for
federation on grounds of principle.
At the moment many African chiefs
appear to be in favour of the pro-
posed schen”™e as it now stands and
one can’'t help feeling that some of
the existing African opposition to
federation is fomented by the Afri-
can politicians in their own selfish
interest. In any case, it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult to distin-
guish between oposition based on
genuine fears of white domination
and that created for the serving of
selfish aims.

DEEPER PROBLEMS

But behind these considerations
lies a deeper problem. It is impossible
for the Europeans in Central Africa
not to feel that something is going
wrong with the policy of liberalism
that'the Colonial Office has set; the
policy of working towards a state
in which all educated men of what-
soever race or colour shall have
equality of political and economic
rights. These are not doubts as to
the moral rights of the policy, but
to its practicability and the turn on
timing. The white settlers are aware,
as the Colonial Office is aware, that
the mainspring of these territories’
economies and past progress has been
due to their efforts, and so it will re-
main for decades. Consequently they
are fearful that complete equality
with the African now would lead to
the destruction of many of the things
that they had so laboriously given
to Africa.

One cannot help agreeing with
them. The African needs schools,
hospitals, irrigation schemes and
above all the opportunities to become
civilised, and he needs these things
urgently. He is not going to get them
if the African political leaders are
allowed to obstruct the federation
plan and foment racial unrest. One
can sympathise with these African
politicians in so far as the opportuni-
ties for their political advancement
are limited under the terms of the
constitution, but the welfare of Afri-
can masses must come first. Full
equality and a full share in the ad-
ministration of the Federal commun-
ity can only come after a period of
tutelage under the direction and guid-
ance of the more advanced and poli-
tically mature members of the whiie
community. Only in this way can the
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proposition “That the Divorce
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an enjoyable debate.
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tion that the Europeans, now
greater powers are to be trai
to them, will show that Africa]
and suspicions are largely
less. If Sir Godfrey Huggins’
Minister of Southern Rhodesi
pressed view that the propos
versity for the three
should be open to all races o]

terms, is an indication of ti
tude of the white settlers |If
their new responsibilities, t

Africans need have no fears
future. But the British G
cannot escape its obligations
the protected persons of N
Rhodesia and Nyasaland.
When the federation is an
plished fact, a mission, not m
ily composed of Members of
ment only, should Vvisit
Africa and listen to the
with patience and sympathy,
more, the constitution must
viewed and subjected to critii
ment from time to time di
first crucial ten years, and™ . |
made if necessary. These nem y
along with safeguards, witte
the constitution, should helptjs succes
away a great deal, if not all, 1 Mch Ya
understandings which at |yrD
exist. If these misunderstandii pjj,” b
allowed to persist, then tre jgf was
tion might be blighted from i |fer purg
For success the federation re)wsj wit]
full support of all parties. ettire Hi
hope that the Africans will y n 19
vinced that these proposals y endless
their best interests, as i astic d
are- o . .pin called
This is an abridgement (eared ft
article by John A. Stewart, tgening
originally appeared in “Qit plQy Be



jly 23rd,j, Thursday, July 23rd, 1953

~“"ORCE

nd the H
bate held,
lay, 14th,

e Divorce

ier.” Insuft
bably the”
nly twentf
, promisedjt

lise did rd
r of hand*
inclusion |
e to prest
it time m

CRACCUM

ROUND THE WORLD

From The International Editor

e up J°Ali[A BOWS OUT
a S°, Urrentry Beria has fallen — the
remark wj chief 0f the greatest police
entered ti jn history has apparently taken
audience istep too many on the path of
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p ae chief, with his control over
imuse at”j administration and thought,
me brisk |sto occupy an impregnable posi-
large a»p a state like Russia. But there
file precedent to back this view.

, Vs predecessors all fell out of
crawled ~ gtalin an(j were found
aboard iiffluous. Yet Beria's position

Laps thereed secure. A close friend of
advertising he was never in danger of dis-
S. *1 in his lifetime,
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——————————————— c stroke brought on by a stream
[y obtainfhorgian curses from Stalin,
e secure.e was succeeded by another aris-
Trpv at, Vyacheslav Menzhinsky, who
ilLIli & the drea(fe OGPU which
se is nowight death by execution and star-
them—amn to millions of Ukranian and
deeds—t>x peasants. Menzhinsky died of
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These ne Determined Efficiency.
rds, wntte

uld help 4js successor and pupil was Gri-
mnot all, i Mch Yagoda, who formed the
ich at jYD, a purged version of
iderstandii pu. But within two years he
then the gg@f was condemned to death in
5d from ti~er purge. Nikolai Yezhov
eration re 3ned with a purge of practically
parties, etire High Command of the Red
ans will lly in 1936-38 he pursued a seem-
proposals yendless reign of terror based on
as irtH astic denunciations. In 1938
ilin called a halt, and Yezhov dis-
Igement ieared In that year, with war
Stewart,«gening in Europe, the reign of
d in “aiti| iy Beria begf£n.

His job was obviously to counter-
act the internal chaos and fear result-
ing from years of purges and exeq]-
tions. Compared with his four neu-

be a sane well-balanced man. He esta-
blished internal stability with deter-
mined efficiency. As a Georgian, he
was Stalin’s trusted and faithful
assistant. His power was enormous,
for he was not only an ambitious
intriguer, but because power also bred
power.

His dismissal comes as a surprise,
for it appeared obvious that Malen-
kov was not trying, through desire

or coercion, to gain the personal
standing enjoyed by Stalin. It was
feasible to attribute this to the

machinations of Beria. His proclama-
tions of amnesty and his reversal of
the judgment reached in the case
against the Jewish doctors indicated
his self-confidence in his position in
the new administration. They were

made in his own name and without
endorsement from Malenkov, vyet
carried the implication of absolute
authority.

But Beria has fallen, and the Wes-
tern world should not be too hasty

in interpreting the event as one
favouring more peaceful relation-
ships.

Our Friend McCarthy

Americans have often protested

veRBMBREY tMat EABWSA critics Bf
their foreign policy have no grounds
for their assertions that a war party
exists in the United States. It is
therefore interesting to note the fol-
lowing statement by Senator Mec-
Carthy in a recent speech. ... we can
go it alone. This nation has the guts
and the strength to win its own
battles.”

China and a Korean Truce

Says Robert Franklin in the “Ob-
server” . . . “An end to the fighting
in Korea is expected to bring China
material and political advantages,
despite American objections. It ap-
pears likely that it will-also lead to
friction between Brit&lH 4HH #hé W.s
—and that is a principal objective
of Peking’'s propagandists.”

“. . . Although it appears certain
that the Chinese are now anxious
for an armistice, China will come out
of the war immeasurably stronger in
every respect than when Mao Tse
Tung’s armies moved south across the
Yalu River in October, 1950. And
although China is not expected to
embark upon further military adven-

tures in the foreseeable future, a
settlement in Korea will not impede

in any way the slow but sure march
of Communism in Asia. On the other
hand, it may bring about some easing
in the United States’ defence effort.

“ Lastly, it will project U.S.
into a period of extreme delicacy in
the field of diplomacy, for without
the binding factor of the Korean war
the differences between Britain and
Western European nations on the one
hand and the U.S. oh the other re-
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EGYPT— Another British Withdrawal ?

There is now a republic in Egypt— and there is also strife.
An air of expectation prevails. The country is now ruled by a
military junta of nine men, who know nothing of politics or
economics, but who, under the leadership of a respected senior
officer, have set out to liberate Egypt and push through a
social revolution. Having established complete control of the
army and the police, the group holds all the keys of power.

Political parties have been disbanded. Nationalism has been

revived in an enthusiastic and militant form— resenting for-
eign instrusion, and aiming to end British occupation of the

Canal Zone.

The continued British occupation of the Canal Zone has un-
doubtedly offended Egyptian national sentiment, and this is under-
standable, for the average Egyptian cares nothing for treaties or

agreements made between governments.

To him the presence of

British troops is a foreign intrusion which is resented because it
has no justification. The war which necessitated British occupation
ended more than seven years ago. The territory the British occupy
js Egyptian and that is sufficient justification for its inclusion in

the new national state.

But along the West bank of the
Suez, from Port Said 90 miles south to
Suez, lies the mightiest military base
in the Middle East. It contains 37 big
military .installations — ten fully
equipped airfields, docks, dumps, hos
pitals and radar stations. It has
taken 38 years to build a costs mil-
lions of pounds. It is a great military
bastion against Russian aggression
from the north.

Thus the Suez Canal zone is impor-
tant as a military base, as a depot.
But is it such a stragetic necessity
as is commonly supposed? Is it abso-
lutely vital that strong representa-
tives of the Western world should
occupy the area? Admittedly Hitler's
aim in World War Il was to capture
the canal, encircle the Mediterranean,
and pursue his wider plan of world
Empire further East. Also it is true
that Churchill took the enormous risk
of sending to Egypt the only armour-
ed division in England at the time.
Great value was therefore placed on

et Alims_ manaf®d
without it. It was proved dispensable,
and m World War II, it could be
rightly said that the Cape of Good
Hope, and not Suez, was the real life-
line of the Empire.

THE THREAT TODAY

Today the situation is different—
the threat of aggression is from the
north-east, and not the west. While
Russian armies would have a consi-
derable distance to travel, they would
meet little real resistance until they
reached Suez. The whole group of
Middle East states—the Arab states,
Israel and Persia, need an integrated
defence system. Britain cannot _do
the job alone, and since the most im-
portant group, the Arab states, looks

~or leadership, Naguib and
his advisers will bear a heavy respon-
to the whole Arab group xf

is pushed out of Suez,

~et, despite the necessities of de
fence, and the dangers of unwariness,

Britain may find herself forced to
evacuate the Suez area. No matter
at what cost the base was construc-
ted, or what losses Britain may suf-
fer by evacuation, it must be realised
that the base is almost uselggss with-

o Egypfian co—operaﬁon. The Sltu-
ation regarding Suez is now very dii-
?ereP™ from that which prevailed dur-

war. The British are no longer
in control of the hinterland. The mili-

tary area is surounded by hordes of

garding official U.N.
Communist China will undoubtingly
come out into the open. This is a
situation which the Communists will
no doubt use to full advantage.”

recognition of

hostile excited Egyptian nationalists.
Conditions for the British troops are
not good— morale is not high, and
overcrowding is a serious problem
since extra troops were rushed into
the area.

The Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of
Alliance, signed in 1936 in the face
of a common danger from militant
Italian Facism, made specific provi-

General Naguib— a

respected senior officer.

sion for the stationing there of British
troops, to aid in the defence of the
Suez. But, legally or otherwise, the
treaty has been abrogated. Britain
is now dealing with a group of young
officers who are firm in expressing
their conviction that Egypt will ally
herself to the West as soon as, and
not before, the British actually begin
to withdraw.

This is all very confusing and per-
plexing— but behind all the riots, the
demands, the notes exchanged by the
respective governments, and the mili-
tary problems, lies the fact that the
troops in the Canal zone are trustees

of Western liberty. The oil of the
Middle East is bound to invite an
invader in the event of war. The

nations of the Middle East must be
prepared, and they cannot be if Egypt
ejects British troops too hurriedly,
leaving a vacuum which could only
become a very tempting dish for Rus-
sian Communism. — H.R.C.
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LITERARY

MORE FROM THE PLAYERS

CRACCUM

This is the second half of the interviews with the members of
the Stratford Theatre Company. These interviews were taken just
before they left our country, and are valuable for the insight they
give into the opinions of some of the foremost of modern actors on
some of the pertinent questions affecting the theatre to-day.

*YE FAT-KIDNEYED

RASCAL”

Thus Prince Hal describes Sir John
Falstaff, the Falstaff of Anthony
Quayle. Apart from this wonderful
portrayal which came from beneath
501bs. of padding, and a superb make-
up, Mr. Quayle gave us the power-
ful rendering of the title role in
“Othello” and an unusual, but glis-
tening performance as the melan-
choly Jaques in “As You Like It.”

It is not generally known here
that Anthony Quayle is also an
author. He has written two novels,
one, “Eight Hours from England,” is
based on his war experiences in Al-
bania; and “On Such a Night,” a
light novel which has a Mediterranean
island colony (probably Malta) in the
last war as its setting. After read-
ing “On Such a Night,” which is not-
able for its fine, polished drawing of
character, 1 enquired of the possi-
bility of another book in the future,
but with his present responsibilities,
Mr. Quayle said he had no time to
continue with his writing.

One cannot help being impressed
by Anthony Quayle, the man— he
is more than the actor or the pro-
ducer. As Director of the Shakes-
peare Memorial Theatre Company,

he has attacked his task with a
great zest that is characteristic of
everything he does. Be is not one
who is content to take things as
they come or as he finds them. His
unusual breadth and clearness of
vision, and his tremendous enthu-
siasm has made his high ideals, not
dreams as it had been alleged, but
attainable realities. This tour is an
excellent example.

And yet with all this there is a
cordial friendliness, and above all,
an humility in his nature. His sheer

drive and genial personality has
made its mark on all who have come
into contact with him, and seems to
=have broadened his vocation so as to
include diplomacy, a role which he is
attacking as ardently as any on the
stage. As one who has met Mr.
Quayle, and had the good fortune to
have been associated with his com-
pany during the few weeks that it
was in Auckland, | can not help ad-
miring his spirit, his whole concep-
tion of things; there is something
quite irresistible about him. In two of
his spells during a performance of
“As You Like It” I had a discussion
with him and a few of his observa-
tions, opinions and ideas are recorded
here.

Jack Gwillim as Henry 1Y. and Terence Longdon as Prince Hal.

“How did you find the reactions of
the N.Z. audiences?”

“In that they have* had less oppor-
tunity to see good theatre, they were
in one way more appreciative than
English audiences— they devoured our
work more eagerly. Similarly, they
were more moved, and therefore more
rewarding for an actor to play to
than audiences at Home. They are a
little’less critical, but that is neither
a merit nor a demerit. They were
definitely most delightful and respon-
sive to play to, but if you were to
continue to play to such audiences
you might tend to become compla-
cent—to be a little too pleased with
y*ur acting. An actor must, from
time to time, subject himself to the
fiercest criticism he can meet.”

“What are your ideas on the teach-
ing of Shakespeare in Schools?”

“l1 think that Shakespeare should
not be taught in schools as a subject
in which exams are taken. That's a
terrible thing! Similarly, 1 am defi-
nitely against it being a compulsory
subject. On the whole, there are more
people deterred by having Shakes-
peare rammed down their throats
than there are people made to appre-
ciate him. I would like to see
Shakespeare as a voluntary subject
— it soon becomes apparent at a
school as to who are interested in
reading, and above all, acting Shakes-
peare; these children soon come for-
ward. The teaching of it could be
kept to acting, and explanation of
the more difficult points by a teacher
who is interested in this subject.
These “lessons” could perhaps be held
out of school hours, the ideal being
reached when Shakespeare becomes a
treat. | think that this new approach
would be well worth the experiment.”

“And the Relationship between
scholarship in Shakespeare and the
acting of him?”

“The two things have their own
function ana each can learn from the
other. Although their approaches are
different it does not mean to say that
they cannot be of use to each other
Scholarship is for scholars — they
have contributed much to the under-
standing of Shakespeare, the estab-
lishment of a sound text for example,
is most important. But you. can get
too dreadfully bogged down in schol-

arship, and, although the work of
the scholars is important and we
should learn from them, there is a

danger for the enjoyment of the play
if too much emphasis is put on the
text.”

“A few ideas on the playwrights in
Britain to-day— Christopher Fry? —
Terence Rattigan?”

Christopher Fry is a very good
dramatist indeed, his expression is
beautiful. Terence Rattigan on the

other hand has written nothing yet
that will live—he writes in very
modern prose. But despite the fact
that he has no immortality as yet, he
is a very subtle and intelligent
writer, and | admire him enormously.
Peter Ustinov is a dramatist that
may write a great play any time.”

“And T. S. Eliot?”

“l know very little of his work,
but found “The Cocktail Party” pre-
tentious and a bit dull— but that is
only my opinion.”

“How is the relationship between
the Theatre and the Cinema to-day?”

“The relationship is rather uneasy
because they are competing not so
much for the audience as for the
blood-stream. Films can offer so
much more financial reward. But |
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“l1 PRAY THEE— BE MERE is statemen

And well you may be if youg n*ee A

meet Charmian Eyre, who gavd E7811h
<+bwdid yo
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“As You Like
Tis young lady has had wide
mae both in England and on
Cortirent— her chief, if not only,
et is the theatre. Her scintillat-
lersonality and friendliness with
ifectioss laugh rarely fails to
its mark on all who have met
Although her bright conversa-
mediately shows her innate
Py, in more serious subjects she
a deep understanding, and a
nature. Miss Eyre, like most
company, found New Zealand
temptingly plentiful. Our dis-
ntook place over the habitually
helpings of a Chinese meal, and
idn points she made are noted

anting Celia in

wdid You find the reactions of
ew Zealand audiences?”
@ speak with authority only
tte comedy point of view. In
hey were much more ready to
than English audiences,
dghnot so subtle in their laugh-
Trey don’t catch on quickly, for
i® to a “double entendre.” The
reason for this, no doubt, is the
cpace at which we take “As
Like It”—we do take it at an
ias rate.”
het are your ideas on the teach-
o Shakespeare?”
agt for such romantic comedies
A Midsummer Night's Dream,”
espeare should not be taught to
ran under the age of 16, and
then only by people keenly in-
i in the theatre. Shakespeare,
edl, has so much to say about
n nature, and | think that a
uder 16 is not ready to learn
it human nature objectively. At
1the emphasis should be on the
thet it is drama— about real
leand real things,
rd in the University?”
Shakespeare is to be studied at
TT" University, the study of the text
ard uable, and the poetry should
sided as such. As long as his
the cinem|g a playwright is borne in mind,
eatre. TL i tre study of text for itself is
sh acting, mte strongly advocated.”
ipetition. Wo of the contemporary English
w goes ndists do you think will live?”
erent tirs This is a difficult question to
of viewtm as the world to-day is a rap-
bere hae ‘changing world, and it becomes
rertheless, fcad less easy to say what people
eat airg Ike thinking in a year’s time, let
piaywrigh keinten or twenty years. Looking
of the Am ithom this point of view, | think
itthe man who cloaks his ideas in
number d ires of language, such as Chris-
~ood acton kar Fry, has the most chance of
1 tend o anirgappeal for those who under-
ess has afidand speak that™language. Fry’s
j Americai aess a playwright lies in his sen-
consists aiMty to word values, his great
rk theatre £ of humour, and his pity for
»a~is thea rikind which attributes he shares
: high at th Shakespeare.”
,m rightit ‘AdT. S. Eliot?”
the New “think that he is very limited on
ecause of. aut of his strong religious bias,
1 costs. (iabias of any kind is always a
e toll e e to a writer having a uni-
} so geat < appeal.”
e to pta WILL—BE—MIGHTY AND
ry well @ O gE FEAR'D”

w-nfnnT LODisis the attitude of King Henry

= ,in Shakespeare’s play of that

¢ ng and Jack Gwillim, who played

!rde brought out in full the char-

erse am Of Bolingbroke who became

ith theam” jje aiso gaVe a moving por-

of theli yd Of Brabantio in “Othello,” and

hen, thet >fssant performance as the ban-
give itat fd Duke in «<As yah Like It.”

uayle as@ yr, Gwillim is very tall and well-

a go, I: looking every bit the man who

us, butli redithe Royal Navy as a boy, and

merican g jjed with the rank of Commander

a the war. Some of Mr. Gwil-

JE NEplii js statements are indicative of a

if wu IZkeenly interested in, and very

who gavsSeé®  of>his ne™ vocation,
S How did you find the reactions of

CRACCUM

the New Zealand audiences?”

“Their reactions are always much
quicker than English audiences, par-
ticularly to the humour. As soon as
there is a sign of any fun the reac-
tion is immediate. This spontaneity
is a tremendous help to the actor be-
cause it doesn’'t interrupt the play
in any way. The warmth of the audi-
ence’s reception was remarkable. |
think it was because they came to
the plays fresh. At Home they don’t
—they are more blase—they see so
many plays and they come with pre-

conceived ideas, which they expect
the plays to conform to.”

“And their understanding of the
plays?”

“l don’t think there is any doubt
about their understanding of what is
offered to them. From what | have
gathered from conversations | have
had with people who have seen us,
they have understood the implica-
tions of the characterizations of the
actors not always agreeing with them,
but their interest is obviously even
more stimulated by this.”

“What do you think of the contem-
porary English playwrights?”

“To-day, acting is at a peak when
justice could be done to a talented
young dramatist, but, unfortunately,
there are very few in the offing. It
is interesting to note that two people
that have qgiade a mark with their
first plays are actors— John Whiting
and Yvonne Mitchell (the Ilatter is
playing at Stratford this season).
Two plays of Whiting's which come
to mind are “Penny for a Song” and
his prize-winning “Saint’'s Day,” while
Yvonne Mitchell’s “The Same Sky,”
in which she played on television, won
the award of T.V. Play of the Year.

“Christopher Fry, of course, is the
one who is breaking new ground with
his own particular form. He is written

Miss Charmian Eyre

down as verse, but thought of, I
think, as prose, and | would say his
plays are thought out as prose.”

“And T. S. Eliot?”

“As a playgoer | think it's terribly
difficult to undertsand Eilot— but as
an actor who has to study the play,
one begins to get a glimmer of the
deeper meaning in his plays. They
should certainly be studied before
being seen.”

“Have you any comment, on the
relation of the theatre to the cinema
in England to-day?”

“l1 don’t think that cinemas steal
audiences from theatres. This is
proved by the fact that there are
more playgoers now than before the
advent of the films (although there
were the old music hall patrons of
course). If anything, the film has

stimulated the public interest in
drama, from which, of course, the
theatre has benefited.

“HEREIN WILL 1 IMITATE

THE SUN”

Thus speaks young Prince Hal in

the famous first act soliloquy of
“Henry 1V., Part |.”—setting the
“young wag” of Eastcheap in con-

trast to the prince to whom his father
was soon to say, “thou hast redeemed
thy lost opinion.” Apart from this
role played with its captivating ver-
satility, Terence Longdon gave us the
guileless lieutenant Cassio in
“Othello,” and the truly fairly-tale
character of Oliver in “As You Like
It.”

Tall, with mop of fair hair, Mr. Long-
don is an extremely likeable young
man, very friendly and appreciative.
In Christchurch he married the lead-
ing lady of the company, Miss Bar-
bara JeffQrd, and this should prove a
happy bond between the Longdons
and New Zealand. Mr. Longdon is
also a top-grade golfer, and played a
little at Titirangi while he was here.
His wide experience is not restricted
to the stage— he has taken part in
several films, perhaps the best known
to appear in New Zealand being
“Angel One Five.” His comments are
interesting, while his observation
about New Zealanders as readers is
not only interesting, but rather
thought-provoking.

“How did you find the reactions of
New Zealand audiences?”

“l1 found them very good indeed—
far better than in England. They are
much quicker and certainly more
imaginative. I believe that this
imaginativeness is due to the fact
that they read more— | mean reading
in general. You see, in London most
people don’t have time to read— they
are always going somewhere as there
is always so much for them to go to.”

“What are your ideas about the
relationship between the Theatre and

the Cinema to-day?” -
“l am quite sure that the cinema
will never conquer the theatre. It

was said that the theatre was finished
on the advent of the talking pictures
about a quarter of a century ago.
There was a temporary lapse in the
theatre perhaps, but at present the
theatre has never been stronger in
England.”

(At this point, Mr. Jack Gwillim,
who had been listening, remarked that
“Nearly all the really good film per-
formances came from experienced
stage actors who do films as a side-
line”).

“However,” Mr. Longdon contin-
ued, “you learn a lot in the film studio
that you can apply on the stage,
especially in the more intimate type
of scene. You learn how to be real.
You don’t have to think about any-
thing but the actual scene that you
are doing, and then coming on to the
stage, you can build it up— the stage
performance is the same, only bigger.”

“Whom do you consider to be the
best contemporary English play-
wright?”

“l1 think that Terence Rattigan is
the “white hope” of the English stage.
He seems to be able to write plays
extremely varied in scope ranging
from “Adventure Story” concerning
Alexander the Great, to “French
Without Tears,” a modern comedy.
His genius, | consider, lies in his
dialogue.”

“And T. S. Eliot?”

“l don’t understand him.”

“And Christopher Fry?”

“1 think he is another very great
playwright and that he is an indica-
tion of what the English public really
wants. Most of his plays are con-
cerned with very real situations, but
are written in the most beautiful
poetry.”

—David Stone.
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Queensland May Secede

According to “Honi Soit,” Steve
Hocking, President of Queensland
Union, has indicated that there is a
strong possibility that Queensland
will disaffiliate from the National
Union of Australia University Stud-
ents (N.U.A.U.S.). There is a strong
faction in Queensland which is
appalled at the waste of student
money by N.U.A.U.S., and unless the
National Union agrees to their rec-
ommendations  this faction  will
almost certainly force Queensland to
secede.

Coronation Mugs for Students

“That this House is of the opinion
that the University authorities
should provide each member of the
Union with a Coronation mug” was
a motion proposed at a General meet-
ing of the University of Bristol
Union.

Cost of mugs would be defrayed by
giving the University staff a day’s
holiday and reducing their salaries
for that week by one-sixth.

The motion was put, with 95 votes
for and five against. The President,
with some alacrity, then declared the
motion defeated.— Nonesuch News.

Challenge Not Accepted.
The Minister for the Army has
refused to accept a challenge to de-

bate Sydney University students’
grievances on National Service
Training.

The challenge had been issued by

their President, who stated that the
two main grievances were that a
greater part of the normal first term
lectures for second year courses are
not given because students are in
camp; and insufficient time and faci-
lities for study are given to students
sitting for deferred examinations,
thus causing a high rate of failure.

In his reply, the Minister said that
it was the policy of the Government
that the National Service Act should
be applied to all sections of the com-
munity without fear or favour. He
said also that conferences had been
held between departments of the
National Service and the army and
members of senate of the several uni-
versities and the «present arrange-
ments were the result of these meet-
ings, and that, accordingly any
grievances should go first of all to
the governing bodies of the universi-
ties.

No 1.U.S. Delegates from Australia.

By a narrow margin the National
Executive of N.U.A.U.S. has rejected
an invitation to send delegates to the
world Student Congress in Warsaw
later this year. The chief criticism of
accepting the invitation issued by the
Cominform - controlled International
Union of Students was that “N.U.A.-
U.S. has in the past been adopting a
weak, spineless role by tagging along
with 1.U.S., permitting itself to be
insulted at 1.U.S. meetings when its
motions were defeated, deferred, not
put or shelved” and that it was about
time a stand were made.
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The Men’'s House Committee

CRACCUM

MEN'SHOUSEcommiTTee MAKESA STAND LETTERS

is a Sub-Committee of the

Executive of the Students' Association, to which body it is
responsible for the upkeep of facilities for men students.
First and foremost among its ftSJWiiSibilities comes the Men’s
Common Room; that is also the Matai concern of this article.

It should be stated at the outset that M.H.C. has found
cause for dissatisfaction in recent Student conduct in the Com-
mon Room, conduct which WOUM indicate a general attitude of

carelessness towards facilities provided.

attitude that we direct euc

There arises at this point the
itable question: Just what.
M.H.C. do? In answer tq thfo*
we woul4 point out that, in thg qwt*
rent Assqci&tion year, a corgplqto re*
organisation of lockers has beeft =

dertaken™ %q that lockers are* OOW
available to, all who want theim
dry fittings, (notice boards, &&EE

boxes) have been installed around the
Common I&ggm, a medicine cho*t i*
there for- the dead aqd dying, a
troversiaj da?t-boa.rd fitted whOto
popularity was equalled only by th%
abuse made of it by those whq
thought ii was there to be

FORD»Cont/nued

the mognMzht on the torsos of
seamen aiilT confined tq th.eir sb.i® %%
they listen with tense impatienqq to
the sounds of the native women
paring do, meet them. Here, cu™t®”
photography and sound qombip.% to
impress the audiepce with thq

sual need of the men and the vjtofto
anticipation of the women. Ip ~to
of its initial promise the film, doq%%q]|
approach the grand sweep and. 'W&te
humanistic scope of its predecease.

wales TQ THE MQHAWE

Since his “Long Yoyage Hqgp~to/*
Ford has meandered seemingly- wdttr-
out any set course — through
green valleys of Wales to the Mo-
hawk and then, to the Southern to-
bacco fields, from propagandising
Stars and Stripes to sympathising
with a dissolute and persecuted Pii™"%}
and many oth,er excursions. Thiwdgih
all these wanderings however, toe
root that ties hjm to the Western =
mains intact, although it has. n&WSr
been allowed to g”ow large enough to
flower i“to anything more sjecfi&gfc-..
lar than, “She Wore a Yellow- iftiV-
bon.” The master of the we&toifflft
never again caught up with his
“StagQr~o%ch.~
THE Q fJET MAN

After- the social dramas and] tob
epics of* the west, Ford’'s last ex”™”".
sion has the atmosphere of a
tion—as though he wanted no. oj&m
than to be happy and amusing. T> <€&
this he hqg§ taken as delightful]
Irish fairy-tale as any'Arthur Mg~ y”
tells, and made from it a charnjjjftjjj
and unsophisticated comedy of
ners, coloured with warmth and hf#lir-
anity and blended with broad Ihiftfr-
our and sentiment.

Unfortunately the Prince Charnyflfg
and Princess Beautiful atmosphere ifg
considerably damaged by- the in3"Or-
sion of the Prince’s sordid bojgjtftg
past. If Ford had been contend
remain in his whimsical Galway?
mood, allowing the Good Herq, to-;
the Black-hearted Villain- for-
Fair Lady, without unnecessary-
amble, the comedy would have hftOBi
unpolluted and Abe film warranb”)”
shorter.

This fantasy still- communi
of the present age reanimated]
spirit of humanity in a simple”
the temperament of- a director,
turning, turning- away from,
nervous restlessness and brillirg”®
more hopeful climate,— B.J:Gv

It is against such an

toM ~béek-marking the surrounding
AMI it had been hoped to provide

“ Jv 6 facilities, including a radio-
iii the Common Room, shove

N boards, covers for the elu-
sito «W]gazines which are periodically
ffc the Reading Room, and so

M  foere the M.H.C. feels its pro-

Mocked; student attitude and
behsjtVidur being what it is— little
thiftjg* that strike us; and lighting

fere* ift the middle of the floor, when
i* a perfectly good fireplace, for

then it is obviously point-

I® ipend money on further em-
MffiftMhents, when everybody is per-
happy destroying what they

IIMtoVer, M.H.C. does not intend
to the position, and abandon
fafe | >togramme embarked upon. The
tosa this stage is rather to check
tolfe attitude that has obviously arisen
atoS&ag lhen students, and that allows
tM*a to create unruly dins during
tha lunch hour, ill-treat the furniture,
and Rave the place in a state iuch
aa VtonM justify the most rabid cri-
ticism of the University that we are
Wont to hear from outside sources.

St is hoped that this article, and

Miits that have been proffered,

WiM Suffice— in the words of the Let-

taii>td"he-Editor— “to bring students

to tofeSr senses,” or at least render

thf&m aware of their responsibilities

WftA ¥fegard to the Common Room

But sterner and more acrid

are in the offing should

” iiot improve:(—the Common

Ifetom may be locked, with due not-

ice -a@S has been done before; or ex-

amples may be made of individual

tofcto hy “recourse to the fine (not ex-
£5) explained below,

these be considered unjusti-

. dictatorial steps, we would

Msn &to the agreement made (21 x

~g~ween the College Council and

Students’ Association concerning

and enjoyment of the Stud-

Ariiding. . Article 1 of which

Association shall be entitled
to <tofc?’tinue to occupy and use the
Isftid tospective premises including

haM fittings, furniture and chat-
tels tor the benefit and enjoyment
of ite members.”

Article 2:
.m * Association shall have the
.to and shall control the said
fp~tofees by its members and to

fBROO %nd enforce rules for the use
~  the said premises and concern-
~8% tofe good conduct of the mem-

9ft persons using the same and

-phall control all meetings and
iRSidtRj’ns held by the Association
A ‘With its permission on the said

disciplinary measures, our

____By is the Constitution of the

AMf.Qk Students’ Association, (Clause

Wi, ~atesection ii.):

Executive may, subject to

% ¥ifht of appeal to the Associa-

to general meeting, exercise

tofy tote of the following disciplin-

ary “measures against any member
to tobmbers of the Association:

DO NOT FORSAKE
ME . ..

Sir,— The anonymous review of
“High Noon,” which appeared in the
last issue of “Craccum,” seems to

have been written by a person sitting
in the Civic with one eye fixed on
those nauseating artificial stars and
one ear cocked to the intestinal delib-
erations of that even more nauseat-
ing organ. However, | do not wish to
blame this reviewer for that entirely.
From other reviews of the film which
have appeared in such chaste publica-
tions as the “N.Z. Herald,” it seems
that most people who attend films at
the Civic theatre do spend their time
looking at recluse pieces of tinsel
lurking with the rats in the ceiling,
and listening to the inaudible sauvi-
ties drooled by the young man who
fights with the organ each night, and
loses.

Not once has “Craccum’s” reviewer
referred to the fact that “High Noon”
might be something more than one
long drawn-out emotion, ordered by
the ticking of a clock, and Gary
Cooper’s gangling, high-heeled steps
through the dust of a hot deserted

street. It was not pointed out that
Cooper as the Marshal, gave up a life
in which he was “hired to kill,” to

use words of the film, and married a
Quaker girl, to whom his past life
must have seemed abhorrent. Ad-
mittedly the casting in the film may
have been partly at fault here. Had
the marshal’'s wife less of the dumb
blonde about her, and more convic-
tion in her acting, then probably the
principles might have been more
clear to those who were hypnotized by
a decadent variation upon a fast de-
caying and noisome tradition of song-
writing. In fact, apart from the fact
that the film did succeed in creating
a tenseness of situation which must
be given its due amount of publicity,
the question it asked, and one may
perhaps take it for granted that a
good film is more than mere enter-
tainment— hence the question, was
the old one: Is it right for man to
kill man. Most people will probably
agree with your reviewer , that the
marshal, despite his admission of
fear, was a “heroic gunfighter, dog-
gedly stalking through the streets. .
Others perhaps, may agree that the
marshal was not fighting with his
fears, but over the question of the
right way to act.

As a hired assassin, the marshal
had lived a life of bloodshed. His
marriage to a Quaker was a renounce-
ment of that life. How human though,
for a man to make a renouncement of
his past life, and then to grasp the
first opportunity of justifying what
he has just renounced. This is how
the marshal acted. Human naturt

(a) The infliction of a fine not ex-
ceeding £5 in respect of any
misconduct or breach of the
Association rules.

Expulsion from the Association
as provided in Clause 8 hereof.

(c) The payment of compensation

for any property damaged.”

Thus the position of M.H.C. is quite
clear; whereas it is desirable that
the Tact and Pleasantness, which, it
is written, are to be the keynotes of
M.H.C. affairs, should be maintained,
this would obviously be pointless if
present behaviour continues.

This article is in the nature of a
warning; it comes under the head of
Tact and Pleasantness mentioned
above. Should it be entirely ignored,
then there can be no Panmunjpng.
Anyhow, it is up to you.

(b)

Thursday, July 23rd,

does not usually change in ti
short period of time that is
by the pronunciation of a @

ment.
The scene in the Church ar
ened this “underlying” plot,

religion has nothing definite
upon the Killing of men by m
the preacher said, “We hire
kill for us . . . but if you are
me to tell my people to go
shoot, and perhaps be shot tar.
— 1 don’t know; | just don't i
The question boils down to this

that institutions can make alL
statements, but when the sitet i vyv,
faced by the individuals anp Ch A/XV
that institution, they act in

different manner than the ae*

which they decided when in r‘m\CIFIC
and not immediately faced bih
present situation. Thus dsaii-
Quaker beliefs, the flesh led tre DI
shal’'s wife back to aid him

killings. This is of course no qi

of her acting. It was the Th<
human reaction, and as such, New Z
able in a representation of | €
beings. wtoal
This may all seem too ast povvers,
from the film itself. But surely g5t da
“Craccum’s” reviewer does rt and tru
off his thinking processes imredi
his seat makes contact with te Th<
comfort of a theatre chair. 1 en"ghte
reviewers will not think, then
of the hoi polloi? There is o recgantly
film criticism than discussion _Unl_ted
actors and the obvious story, indirect
in this particular case together gdminis
the ballad of “High Noon” ma :
appeal to the- normal theatre centur_le
but which, upon reflection, ns Tin
realized as only an equal aa terms t
ment, perhaps a secondary H
the larger human question inpli islands
—J. M. e From tl
penetrate
ROSEN BERGS AN Prrevae
JUSTICE isheen ex

Sir,— On page three of yor gy warfi
dated Monday 13th of July, BlLgr these
what is supposed to be a jor Western
perhaps a rather witty play
words. This offending artidi tred of th
headed “The Rosenberg Case: A tethe dis

can Justice— just isn’t.” etheir pc
Whatever the intention o
author, it is neither clever or lhebreak

The Rosenbergs were found gilt 5 Agminist

high treason by a duly ast:

and democratic jury of their There can 1

equals. nirg of Eu;
The sentence of death by thgj dto these

is one in accordance with theu esoverdue
nal codes of all nations, idi sput a st
our own. iwars of t

The length of time between te pilated the
tence and the execution doesi ke nations
that the Rosenbergs made @ itan Fran
every one of democracy’s adeam many and
and despite this, the highest an erested in
the nation, and finally the Res estem New
himself, found that the sentence guely inte
just. 1 am quite sure that the @ idy involve
man who wrote the offending a minions, A
if he studies the facts of the &5 id did not
I have done, and forgets about) \later,
nalistic propaganda, must agee [jin Germa
the court’s decision. \e disappea

In case he does not, | recom jtte others
that he study the following | powers,
cases: .

Rex v Casement Rex v be *

Found in College Library not,° 3
and more importHiitj n w
High Court of Russia (Pub. h a]—tematior{'

Sundry Military Leaders & ltury , A
and more important still, pay< p G@atecl.
attention to the forthcoming ) 1 MelaneSl1

Public Prosecutor of Russia ,are,

\ lgﬁlay Iaﬂ

Laventry Beria Auinea a
In conclusion, | would sayJ .am 1
denied and betrayed Christ rfa .. ei
Rosenbergs denied democracy, ndomimum

— Kevin Francis D ,(}Lé?lj] u
influe



