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Thsyear Columbia University in New York is celebrating the
hundredth year of estahlisnment, and it has asked universities

e pya the world to join with it in studying the theme “Man’s
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Tgd ¥King’s College” as it was then called.
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tto knowledge and the free uSe thereof.”
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We in New Zea-

considering this theme which must be a

tof all universities in the western world.

Columbia’ University which today has some 25,000 students
Olé"a 13,300 members of the teaching staff, was established in the
o, Nd days of New York in 1754 with eight students in a small

nin down-town New York,

and with a staff of one. Dr.

ud Johnston, who was both teaching staff and President of

ter from George Il, and

it did not exclude from

The College had a
its courses

person of any religious denomination whatever”

Most of you will recall that the royal Georges became some-
unpopular in the Colony a little later on and that a regrettable
lit of the Colonists estranged them from the Mother Country
d twenty-odd years after King’s College had been founded,
ins. 3 Snot difficult to understand that the name “King’s College”
iid have been changed later to “Columbia University” and by
name on the Momingside heights in New York it has gained

" Wdfame for advanced scholarship in many fields.

It has, | think

% Jargest number of ppst-graduate scholars associated with any

‘I%J?ﬁlrersty.
UtGy 190 when the world’s universi-
ve | were first asked by Columbia to
uc  with it in contemplating the
12.1‘2 _named, it was a certain Dwight
(e lisenhower, then the chief execu-
u dffieer of the wuniversity, who
1 the letters of invitation so

will understand that Columbia
rmeed something special in the
of universities when it can count
st its plesidents so dis-
shed a soldier and statesman. |
<coment later on the irony of
which has now placed him at
heed of the world’s most power-
liation during a period when
s right to knowledge and the
< thereof” has become a more
ste in the stress of the times
it was four years ago when he
announced it.

nbia—Gem of the Ocean

lurbia is a federation of Col-
mostly graduate, and of these,

College, with some 6000

s, is the largest and one of the
known for its progressive pro-
e of training and research.
‘School of Law nourished the
Presidents Roosevelt and many
Prize winners and other not-

scholars have studied or taught
in the walls of Columbia. The
Wsity has over 200,000 living
n who exert a powerful influ-
Sn affairs of state as well as on

University. The library, one of
five biggest in the wuniversity
d  numbers some 2,700,000

ses. Amongst its students are
ly 2000 foreign students from

nations. Its biggest under-
rate College is Columbia Liberal

Arts College of some 5000 students,
and its course in “Contemporary
Civilisation” has gained world fame.
From Columbia we have received re-
corded addresses on the chosen themd
by the English historian Toynbee,
the philosopher statesman Radhak-
rishnan of India and other world-
famous scholars. Any New Zealand
university college or other institution
can get them for hearing. Columbia
is also supplying an exhibit of 60
panels illustrating the theme and
they also will be available for later
distribution to interested organisa-
tions.

Many of the quotations which |
use in this talk are culled from the
literature that has been sent out with
the recordings and the panels.

The theme itself is of course con-
cerned with freedom of enquiry and
of teaching, both central to the
proper work of universities as we
understand them. It appears to be
quite unnecessary for us in New Zea-
land to discuss such a question since
“Man’s Right to Knowledge and the
Free Use Thereof” is taken for
granted and is not, so far as | am
aware, under challenge by anyone
here. We have an excellent record
here of freedom of enquiry and of
speech, and we have a vigorous
rugged democratic sense of fair play
and fair dealing which 1 feel would
resist any attempt at suppression of
freedom of any kind. The history of
our times, however, shows that the
stress of both domestic and interna-
tional events can altfer the attitude
of a nation so that when strong emo-
tions are aroused especially on social
and political subjects, some sections
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of the people call for suppression of
this or that philosophy >r idea which
may not conform to their own feel-
ings or opinions.

When stresses come as they do in
the “cold war,” the universities are
particularly apt to become targets
for criticism or even abuse, since
they must continue at all times to
act as “islands of independent
thought” in the community, and inde-
pendent thought is something which
is not appreciated by those who come
under the stress o6f fear or other
mstrong emotion. It is just during
times of stress when balanced judg-
ment and critical thought and dis-
cussion are most needed that free-
dom of utterance is Iin (greatest
danger since some will hold that the
stress itself justifies suppression of
unpopular ideas.

The pressure of ideas

Universal education and the rapid
diffusion of news by the papers and
radio constantly- bring the problems
of national and international affairs
into the ken of a bigger and bigger
proportion of our people who are re-
quired to make judgments upon them.
This demands more critical thought,
mature judgment and steadiness in
our democracies today than was
ever required of large masses of men
in the world’s history. Under stress
it is easier for men to follow the
easy path of unchecked opinion or
follow a demagogue or give way to
easy emotion than to think things
out objectively or to seek truth by
close study of evidence.

Any authoritarian
system which denies
knowledge,” weakens, we believe, the
individual human being even if it
may give great power for action to
the State. In the University, as in
our democratic community and as in-
deed in Christianity itself, we believe
that fundamentally the strength of
th§ nation depends on the develop-
ment of the mind and will of the in-
dividuals comprising it, and that the
individual develops his powers best in
an environment where he is free to
study what he likes, to discuss what
he likes, to express his beliefs freely
and, within the limits of laws which
he helps freely to frame, to choose
his own mode of life.

The individual and the State

Of course our attitude to “Man’s
right to knowledge and the free use
thereof” raises the age-old problem
of freedom on the one hand and order
on the otheV. This conflict will be
eternal in man since, unlike the ant
colony, his drives are not wholly of
an instinctive pattern, he has the
power to think out new solutions to
his problems. In our democratic com-
munity (in the making of which we
participate) for the regulation of in-
ternal affairs and security, and to
a les'ser extent commerce, education
and health, but we like to retain free-
dom of mind, speech, assembly, doc-
trine and publication. A balanced

or dictatorial
“man’s right to

‘'were there for all
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. the universities are particularly apt to
become targets for criticism or even abuse .

reconciliation between authority and
freedom lies in the conscience of the
people and the people can only be of
good conscience if well informed.

There are two areas of know-
ledge today that bring the prob-
lem of the freedom to enquire
and freely discuss into sharp
focus. One is atomic energy and
the other is “statism,” and
theory such as Communism or
Fascism which defies the state
and debases the individual.

The H bomb has very properly
brought the world’s conscience up
with a round turn since the destruct-
ive powers of the new weapons make
it possible for highly industrialised
wealthy nations to challenge the sur-
vival of life on the earth. When we
of my generation were taught science
in our university days we held that
scientific knowledge was interna-
tional and that the gifts of science
nations freely to
enjoy. Atomic energy has changed
all that and now physicists, chemists
and engineers with special knowledge
of atomic physics cannot move freely
about the world nor discuss their
knowledge freely. They are men
apart. In the interest of national
security these atomic scientists can-
not be given freedom to use their
knowledge freely if they have gained

(Continued on Page 8)
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A UNIVERSITY ...?

Full-time or part-time; internal or extra-mural; Oxbridge or
Redbrick; residential or non-residential; university or institute
of technology? These are the perennial questions that face the
administration of any university, and should continue to do so so
long as that university has any semblance of life.

They have concerned New Zealand particularly, and both
sides have been discussed extensively in the past, but the ever-
lasting question has been raised again, and once again hundreds
of words have been written attacking and defending the present
system.

Enough has been said on this latest occasion to warrant some
full discussion on the whole subject of part-time and extra-mural
students, and indeed on the purpose of the university itself, and,
in particular, the University of New Zealand.

The present awakening of the subject started with an editorial
in the N.Z. Herald on the question of the rights of extra-mural
students. This admitted that there were many arguments in fav-
our of “attendance at lectures” being compulsory for any degree,
but then raised the question of those who “find it impossible to live
in university centres, especially teachers who are obliged to serve
a period in country schools,” and then contended that the univer-
sity was “not entitled to wash its hands of all responsibility for
these cases,” but should, in conjunction with the Education Depart-
ment, “examine ways to enable country students to continue their
education.”

The controversy was taken up in the correspondence columns
of the daily newspapers, and apart from one letter from a mem-
ber of the university was, on the whole, confined to stating the
case of those who thought they were not getting enough for their
money, nor the consideration to which they should be entitled.

At this stage, “Craccum” summarised the case briefly and
published an article by a student who contended that the matter
to be decided was not whether extra-mural students were being
treated fairly, but whether “degrees can justifiably be taken by
those who cannot attend university.” He then developed the
argument that since the purpose of the university is a two-fold
one— teaching and research, and since, furthermore, the only true
knowledge is dynamic, any part of the university that is merely
vocational, i.e., useful merely because the pursuit of it will enable
people to seek higher and better paid positions, must be cast out.
This, of course, would do away with, not merely extra-mural
students, but also, taken to its limit, the more blatant degree
shops— architecture, engineering, medicine, dentistiy and the rest.

This, of course, is the extreme view, but in the same issue,
the main article, “A University or an institute of technology?”
which was written by M. L. Oliphant of the Department of Physics
at the University of Birmingham, dealt with approximately the
same subject, and came to similar conclusions. In the opinion of
the writer, a university was “a corporate body of individuals,
whose aim is to preserve and continually review knowledge and
culture gained in the past, and aggressively to attack and extend
the frontiers of that knowledge . . . and it is difficult to reconcile
my idea of a university with the type of vocational training which
is given ...”

The situation in New Zealand is a difficult one. We have on
the one hand our curious social set-up of a people grown accus-
tomed to having all its desires granted by a government afraid
to thwart the wishes of its constituents, and on the other, a strong
national pride and the ambition to have this country providing the
best opportunities in as many fields as possible. Nor is the matter
made any easier by the University of New Zealand which does not
seem to know what it wants and seems to be continually falling
between two stools.
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The University recognises, as indeed do all who have t
on this matter, that this country will never produce men & .
qualified as any in the world until it can provide a uivtassagl
which will be able to attract the best scholars, and so are
where near approaching the ideal of a university. On te
hand, however, the university in this country is financed \Health is
Government, and, as always, the hand that controls te [lre heall
strings can decide the policy. This may seem rather harsh,irsom sei
the light of present circumstances, highly improbable thatited one
ment would attempt to dictate policy to the university, butinflintend»
what would happen if the university tried to abolish @nlthe usu
study, to mention but one aspect. No government, mindful B~ be
seats on the Treasury benches would countenance such am»amsec .
in a country where, in two cities at least, it has become tad Mits will
to pursue a university education on a pan time basis ifi™ of you
possible. resal in h

This system of part-time study, although unavoidable in o s Wil
cases, becomes pernicious when it becomes accepted as theictdd abou
and when the system of a whole college is arranged to ng‘jLmy
needs of part-time students. The ridiculous situation them2h°qua
where those students who are required to attend full-time (aieties,
nilly, such as Science students, are regarded as the oddtis antalk th
the ones who should be pitied, rather than the other wayj "to® *
Apart from the impossibility of acquiring a university ealg L*Ynost c
in the full sense of the word, merely by “attendance at k& *ies, and |
as the quotation from the editorial put it, without making p atsce Hi
of knowledge and culture a full-time occupation during te ©~ alpo
stay at the university, many of the difficulties of general <€ OverlS
terest in college affairs, and of making such things SS Gahrg that
celebrations have some semblance of spontaneous student m ke given
making, would disappear. *gto"and*

But such speculations are, at present, worthless ™tl| TIf?ou
solution to the present situation is found. The problem of @t |re will
attendance is not insoluble, for in those colleges where the# mPnvE
majority of students are full-time, students are no worse ¥ RSP 2"
they are elsewhere, nor are the economic positions of theirm ['Xs ixTg
any brighter, on the whole, than those of other students, tidar stres

The problem of providing the best possible educationis 3 hedlth
difficult, for until some attempt is made to create more
for the brightest students, New Zealand will continue tol® ©Dget th
clearing-house for overseas universities. pis scheme

With its present population and economic situation, iti
be absurd to establish universities of equal merit in all thea
and the alternatives are, either to establish one residential u Books
sity, say, in the middle of fhe country, which would cater fi
cream of all students offering, or else to abolish the presentg mackers’ |
of having separate chairs in all four colleges, and to fdia
example of architecture, medicine, dentistry, home science, ni ieated Me
etc., and to recognise that the quality of students and staffJiand Thos

able is sufficient for only one chair in the country. ay of tl
H H reed this
It would be, of course, impractical! to set up such a oo™

immediately, but if that principle could be followed We prysica
opportunity arose, and if necessary provisions were n&d afrom thi
those requiring trade certificates, education in New Zealand! Arewvent
progress, and the university staffs could feel that their teaf:hers'f
to turn out first class scholars, without being wholly am f’;ip(;n
with providing culture for the masses, would have a B8 inBranch
chance of success. — PWE lement and

twtPrinter.

e at m

; Secretary), Joan Frost (Mdg MFootbal

Executive Notes dent), and Brian Horton tobeavl;

PERSONNEL CHANGES ponding Member). EleﬁNet_:?a

At the end of last term the Execu- dlsa(fe e>e<lt’
tive received with regret the resigna- 1 -

tion of Barrie Connell, who held the NOtlce _matenal of

positions of Men’s Vice-president and . i/ modest

Secretary. This loss will be a severe EleCtlonS
one to the Association, for Barrie’'s nterfac

long experience and the work he has President, Secretary and T

put into his portfolios has made him
an invaluable member of the Commit-
tee.

No less a loss was sustained at the
latest meeting when Marion Solly
informed the Executive that she had
found it necessary to resign from her
positions of Women’s Vice-President
and Corresponding Member. Marion’s
long association with the sporting
world in particular made her also an
invaluable member and one who will
be missed.

The vacancies caused by these
resignations have been filled by Peter
Boag (Vice-President), Jock Mc-
Gowan (who has been co-opted as

Nominations close with te Tre Interfs
turning Officer on Suthy Htion of tir
July, at midnight.

Executive: Schis the
Eleven members, Nmi; s Board's
close with the Returning at has hes

Sunday, 18th July, at nidi iadin size

Elections: play. A
For the President, Sagtary )m for e
Treasurer, Monday ad gt stude
day, 19th and 20th July. filler court

For the executive, Tieshy th seven p
Wednesday, 3rd and 4th of A lie suitable

Annual Meeting: Tre rules
. (m Basketh

Wednesday, 4th August in fig on a
19. Although t

icenvay by
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le a uni Message to Students from the Medical Officer

SO caTe
On

of Health

inanced iHealth is a personal matter— your own affair
;rols tre pe health scheme which has been organised in Auckland is

r harsh, srsomdl service for students.

If you enrol,

you will be invited

ble thati ted one evening at the clinic at Marinoto, 53 Symonds Street,

ty, butin ninterview with a health officer.
olish par; the usual visit to a doctor,

mindful awill be seen by a doctor of
such an onn sex, and the interview and
ome tat «ifs will be entirely between
basis if @Oof you. This doctor is more
reted in health than in disease,

oidable it o she will want to find out a
as theMtdeal about you. He is interested
ed to rreQJ’d‘B and everything that has
. N aing on health. You can discuss
ji r  bedlth question with him. If you
fuII— tiIMe  anxieties, difficulties, problems,
ie oddtie antalk them over with him. His
ier way isto get to know you and give
o< d help he can. What most of
Sliy eiC i} most Of an js understand
ee at lett khes and see our problems from
making p ousidce. He can help you to do
Iring A il also give you a thorough
sd overhaul and tell you about
gS as@thng that needs attention. You
students e given an appointment for a
¢ X-ray, which is also done at
oo, and onlv takes a minute

ess util W If you need treatment of any
>mof] re will give you a note to a
here t ain private practice.

worse £who are in this scheme are

wfh ' #ea®l hn you as an individual.
| tne|er|Jerts jn general are subject to

, tiadar stress and are liable to de-

ication Ir:(ealth problims oé various
.If you come forward now we
more fi ewe can help you to keep well
ue tobe pget the most out of life,
his scheme is an experimental one
ition, it
all thea
dentiadlm Books on Sports
1 caterfa

present 3 hampers, Deerstalkers, Skiers and
, L1, imtaireers of experience will, all
to IAIA famiiiar with the Handbook of the
Cience, mh jaated Mountain Clubs of New
md staff (land. Those who are contemplat-
ay of these pursuits and have
reed this booklet— “Safety in the
such a .
itains’— can borrow a copy from
ved wet Physical Education Officer, Hut
lere nak o from the University Library.

Zealand rewventure in instruction books
Khpir 'teachers, coaches and players is
T lseries of illustrated booklets on
Oily aot sprepared by the Physical Edu-
i a resoi inBranch of the Education De-
— PWB. mnet and printed by the Govem-
Printer. Two books are already
e at most bookstores— Associ-
ost (Ma! # Football and Hockey. Others
Horton (0 tobe available are Rugby Foot-
Netball, Softball, Cricket,
lketics Tennis, Swimming. These
ds are extremely good value both
ce meterial offered and because of the
vmodest cost.
ons
nterfaculty Basketball
and Tg
¢ with tt de Interfaculty Basketball Com-
in  Sunday, titin of time honoured tradition is
Srthis the condition of the Educa-
s.  Nomii Board’s Asphalt area that the

irning ““tfcrt has had to be shifted and re-
at nidig @lin size to obtain a surface safe
play. As there was no longer
t, Secretarjom for eighteen vigorous and
ly ad dt students to roam on this
1 July, naller court it seemed that Netball,
re, Tiesthy thseven players a side, would be
d 4th of A e suitable than Basketball.

Tre rules are not very different
Basketball and are easily learn-

ugusi inJ tig on a new look this year.
Although the competition should be
iderway by the time this notice ap-

This will be rather different
even for a “check-up”

— but not so far as you are concerned.
It is merely “experimental” in the
sense that we have not the resources
at present to deal with the numbers
who might be expected to enrol in a
fully established scheme. But we can
give a really good service to a limited
number now. It will be your own
fault if you are not included in that
number.

Appointments will be staggered
throughout the year and those who
join early will be seen first. So it is
up to you.

Fill up a form at the College

office without delay. Then in a

day or two | will write to you

about an appointment. If your
name is far down the list | will
try to give you an estimate of
when you are likely to be seen.

This is a health scheme, not a

sickness service, so a little delay

does not matter— so long as you
get your name down now.

One other thing: The health inter-
view takes a long time, the X-ray
only a few minutes. But you, or any
other member of the public, can ar-
range for a chest X-ray, without
charge, at any time, by ringing
49-290 and making an appointment.
So you can do that at once in any
case.

A. W. S. THOMPSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

pears, there is still room for faculty
teams. Games last about 40 minutes
and are played during lunch hour, i.e.
between 1 and 2 p.m. Teams are
composed of men and women.
These games are good fun. If you
are interested in playing, join a
faculty team or get one together and
see me about entering the competi-
tion. Individuals who aren’t sure how
to get in touch with a faculty team
organiser should see me, Hut 6.
S. R. BROWN,
Physical Education Officer.

Cath. Soc.
Combined Social &
Study
KNOGKNAGREE
WEEK-END
June 18-20
Buses: Friday Night!

Sat. Morning !

on Friday, June 18th,

1-2 p.m.

KYAW THAN
General Secretary of the
World Student Christian

Federation,
will be speaking in the

College Hall on
THE FACT OF THE WORLD
CHURCH.

THE NEW LAUGH

Sir—

All communities have faults as well
as virtues and, let us admit it, even
we in New Zeaalnd have our fail-
ings, though few and venial. We
have been reproached for having no
sense of humour, but | believe this
is an unjust charge, based on old-
fashioned prejudice. Dwellers on the
Continent of Europe find English
humour difficult to understand; only
a highly sophisticated man can ap-
preciate French wit; and our style
of humour which, since everything
here is new, | propbse to call the
New Laugh and which was exempli-
fied by our students during the cap-
ping ceremony, may not alyyays ap-
peal to everyone.

It is a natural development of the
shaggy dog story; whereas in that
kind of narrative, what amuses us
is the poverty of the jest, in the New
Laugh we are amused by the fact
that there is no jest whatever. The
New Laugh betrays not only the vac-
ant mind but also the vacant joke.
The instruments wused to fill the
vacuum are bells, derived from the
cap and bells of the Middle Ages,
whistles from the same source to-
gether with our own original contri-
bution, loud, meaningless, and caco-
phonous howling. Let these instru-
ments, human and subhuman, be em-
ployed without regard for the feel-
ings of others, and in defiance of all
rules of courtesy and sense, and we
have the New Laugh in its purest
form.

I have said enough to show that
this modem species of fun should in-
terest the anthropologist who is con-
cerned with the birth of humour
among primitive peoples, and its flow-
ering in the century of the common
man, and that it should not be over-
looked by the alienest, or by the
stranger within the gates who has
not been warned of what he may
encounter.

Meanwhile we may cherish and
develop this side of our cultural life
and admire the natural gifts of its

exponents, with the certainty that
they will have no competitors in their
chosen field.

H. G. FORDER.

NIGHT SCHOOL OR
UNIVERSITY?

Our New Zealand University sys-
tem has come in for a good deal of
criticism of late. Most of the adverse
criticism has come from people from
overseas who do not understand the
historical and social conditions of
New Zealand. Some New Zealanders
who are more fortunate than most
have accused the N.Z.U. (and A.U.C.
in particular) of being a night school,

a correspondence school, “degree
shop” etc.

| take the contrary view. | con-
sider that the European residential

colleges tend to be post-secondary
schools where inexperienced young
people who are fortunate in having
wealthy fathers are lectured to by
people who spend most of their lives
in the college and who thus are
scarcely more experienced in life than
the students. The overwhelming ma-
jority of students in these institu-
tions conform to a type fashioned by

a few so-called “public” schools. It is
true that of recent years some
young people from the “common
herd” have succeeded in entering

these universities but they are often
looked upon as gate-crashers.”

Page 3
We differ in our attitudes in our
answer to the question, “Education

for whom?” | am sure that a com-
parison of the rolls of A.U.C. and a
European residential colleges would
show many interesting features on
the background of students— racial,
class, religion, age and the ratio of
women to men.

Most New Zealanders agree that
education should be for everyone ac-
cording to his ability. Each indivi-
dual should have the opportunity of
climbing as high as he is able on the
educational ladder and should be en-
couraged to do so. I am not in favour
of lowering standards so that more
people can obtain degrees (I consider
N.Z.U. standards to be lower than
they should be), but | believe that
anyone who wishes to devote time
(day or night) to improving his edu-
cation should be encouraged.

How are we to implement our
democratic educational ideals? If
we were to wait for the building and
financing of residential universities
we could not expect it within at least
one generation. Even if we could
have them | believe that everyone
would suffer if we excluded part-time
students. The diversity of students in
our colleges is part of their success.
The extra-mural experiences of our
students gives greater depth to our
colleges. | can imagine the standard
of discussion at an education tutorial
if the students were all very young
and had never confronted a class of
children.

If we look at our fellow students
in the common rooms and lecture
rooms we see people black, white and
yellow from Pakistan to Polynesia
and from Fiji to Foveaux Strait, the
sons and daughters of labourers and
doctors from seventeen to fifty. Many
have had a practical working know-
ledge of their own and related sub-

jects before starting to study
theories. Young inexperienced
students in our colleges are fortun-

ate in having the stimulating contact
with their more experienced fellow
students.

In Europe there is discrimination
against women in higher education
and probably the organisation of resi-
dential universities helps this dis-
crimination. In our colleges we have
mothers attending lectures. If we
had only residential colleges they
would be unable to study at a uni-
versity and we would be closing the
doors to one of the most important
sections, of our population.

The more | look about A.U.C., the
more proud | become of being a
student of one of the most represen-
tative and democratic university col-
leges in the world.

NEW NEW ZEALANDER.

COPY FOR NEXT
EDITION CLOSES

WED., 16th,
5 p.m.

Exec. Room
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LITERARY AND ARTS

AN APPROACH TO POTTERY

Interest in the work of the studio potter in Auckland and
in New Zealand is gaining a strong foothold and promises well
for the future of this fascinating branch of the arts.

A glimpse into the studio of Leonard Castle, whose name will
be familiar to many students, was my introduction to the story of

handmade pottery.

To begin to understand pottery, a knowledge,

even though slight, of the processes involved, is an advantage, and
if you are interested even only in its utilitarian value, you will
find yourself wanting to find out more about these processes. So
much is required of the individual potter who, as a rule, employs no

mechanical aid or outside help.

He must select and prepare his

clay, glazes and pigments, and sees his work grow through the
stages of throwing and turning on the wheel, decorating, glazing

and firing.

Mr. Castle who started making
pots five years ago in the Training
College graduates course and also at
Avondale College with Robert Field,
has been experimenting with different
types of kilns and local clays and
has produced some very excellent
pots which have and are gaining
much recognition in the potters’ world
as works of art, and for household
use. Examples of his work may be
seen in the Otago Museum collection
and Auckland Art Gallery.

His main interest is salt glaze stone
ware which is a type of pottery at-
tempted by very few studio potters,
perhaps because its possibilities have
been largely overlooked. Stone ware
is a hard type of pottery in which
the clay particles under the influence
of high temperature have fused to-
gether to form stone.

Some pots, especially those pro-
duced in China during the Sung
Dynasty have merits that raise them
to a status potentially equal to that
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of sculpture, and Mr. Castle would
like to see studio pottery in New Zea-
land reach the stage of being re-
garded as more than a hand craft.
Here though, he does not mean as
objects of art for contemplation
only. To quote George Digby, L
Those pieces which have their roots
in established use are often the most
satisfyingly beautiful.”

In New Zealand there is an ever-
increasing interest in the studio pot-
ter’'s art. There are ten people in
this country who are working full
time and over a hundred, a number
increasing each year, who are inter-
ested and active in it as a hobby.
Names which will be familiar to en-
thusiasts are those of Barry Brickell
who is producing wood ash glazed
stone ware, Pat Perrin, Olive Jones.
Peter Stichbury, and Charles Bond-
Smith, who is doing interesting work
using press moulded methods, mainly
for table ware such as condiment
sets, soup bowls, jugs and coffee

§iil

Above: Leonard Castle at the potter's wheel.

Above right: Samples of bis work.
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cups. He has endeavoured to find
a method to produce pottery econom-
ically and yet retain some of the
qualities of hand-produced pottery.
Mr. Castle himself is at present ex-
perimenting with local minerals and
wood ashes as a basis for stone ware
glazes using old Chinese and Japan-
ese recipes.

A remarkable fact is the enormous
interest taken in pottery even in
these last five or six years. Some
of the best \york is being produced
in England by such people as Ber-
nard Leach, Staite Murray, Michael
Cardew, and in Japan, Shoji Hamada,
Kawai, Tomimoto and Yanagi. Some
examples of their work may be seen
in the Dominion and Otago Museums.
It is only over the past forty years
that the Western world has become
aware of the long ceramic tradition
of the East and that pottery making
ranks among the fine arts. It is un-
fortunate that most Japanese pot-
tery seen in New Zealand belongs
to cheap commercialism made to
meet certain markets outside of

wammtam |
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S.C.M. MAY CAMP

The S.C.M. held its annual May
Camp over the last four days of the
vacation this year, when some hours
were spent discussing the communica-
tion of the Christian gospel. This
wasn’t all we did, of course; we tried
to build a Christian community in its
fullness by doing everything together
—including afternoon tramps and
river-crossings and dancing in the
evenings— all summed up in the corp-
orate worship which is the indispens-
able basis of any true community.

The theme of the camp had a pro-
gression. The first study was of
Amos, the burden of which was that
he to whom God speaks cannot but
prophesy, even when the prophecy
means, as it did with Amos, the
judgment of those whom God has
chosen: the judgment was that they
had rested in their election instead
of seeing it as an election to the ser-
vice of men. This was intended to jolt
consciences preparatory to talking
about evangelism. The tutorial on
Jonah pointed the extent of the field
of evangelism—the whole world.
There is no room for the dated
emotion which in its pride finds rea-
sons for the limiting of the Christian
proclamation to some men only. Then
in the study on Christ’s washing the
disciples feet and the tutorial on the
suffering servant in Isaiah we saw
the how of evangelism—the way of
the servant; the Christ who is Lord
is the servant of men—a paradox

only resolved in personality,]
that only the personality of
The Rev. Haddon Dixon, gk
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enter these areas as snatl
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I’'m Not As Think As You

Local Opium Eater
manship. or those on the inside, Capping 1954 was successful;

for
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a deeper social malise, and
vhich [cn detect in these phrases the
love dmsi searching for a scapegoat to

the nod Jtethe burden of communal guilt,
n. [ttese men share a sense of guilt
f the p hore crime, real or imagined,

disinteg tt their fellow men.

whereby joecan not but notice the feverish
:ept trens lacking of the past, the retreat
ght ot  teattractive world of the '30’'s
the loed] mick remedies for their inade-
illy of & iinthe face of a hostile world,
integrate & detects also a note that has
1d be ol recharacteristically that of New
d nationalism, not so much in

tnandedfo) g Pound go further as in the
ch, ad flavour of childhood nostalgia
Hong is all pervasive. All the Con-

hat wae os share this overwhelming
rajn‘g'b tic urge, the desire to retreat

the difficulties of the present

n0 ac”ve measures to curtail

their activities, as was
ports of flinging of flour and slapping
of wet fish), which is more than can
be said for the audience at the
Graduation Ceremony. This event,
which is the highlight of the celebra-
tions, should at least be treated with
some respect, especially when the
speakers included the Vice-Chancellor
of the University of New Zealand.
The Ball was its usual sedate self
— held once again in the cramped
quarters of the College Hall. The
sooner the inadequacy of these
premises for the holding of a Ball
is realised the better.— 1. M. Queesy.

into what one can only describe as
a ‘second childhood.’ One hesitates
to affix literary labels, but these ‘en-
fants terribles’ surely deserve the
title of the ‘dyspeptics.’

For all this the volume does merit
the attention of the discerning. The
contributors are all conscious of
working in a well defined tradition,
they are not cut off from human
reality, there is that primitive soil-
base, that awareness of the what T.
E. Eliot has so characteristically
termed the tradition of the ‘humeur
de toilete’ (toilet humour) which
reaches back through Rabelais Boc-
caccio and the fabliaux to the primi-
tive wall scratchings.

One can say without hesitation that
this never descends to the level of
pormography, it is art, and as such
it is likely to be the victim of the
bluenoses and moral reformists who
have plagued every artist from Zola
and D. H. Lawrence to B. K.
Hyslop.

The editors, who for some strange
reason wish to remain anonymous,
have done a thoroughly workmanlike
job. The paper binding may detract
from the value as a collectors item,
but then the contents hardly justify
the expense of an asbestos cover.

Pertinent Facts About Our Reviewer:
Educated in the rough and

tumble of hotel bedrooms, he
has already at an early age
attracted the notice of compet-
ent critics, who rank him as an
up and coming A. R. D. Fairburn.
Among his published works are
‘Finnegan’s Wake’ a novel, ‘The
Road to the Aisles’ collected film
criticisms, ‘The Wind in the
Pillows’ nocturnal verses, ‘Zom-
bey and Son’ science fiction, and
‘Stickey-fingers’ a social play.
He is aged twelve.

This Year's

"Abomination”

The 1954 Capping Review, Charles
Zambucka’s “Hallelujah I'm Abomin-
able,” or “The Snowman Cometh” did
much to fulfil its publicity notices in
reviving the days of such successful
revues as “Smellbound” and “This
Slap-Happy Brood.” It certainly had
more polish than last year’s revue,
and if the large audiences and con-
tinual bursts of laughter are an in-
dication of the public’s reception,
there should be little trouble in sus-
taining and building up public sup-

port for, and participation in our
capping festivities in the future.
The script of “Hallelujah I'm
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llrunk I Am!

Butch yer arms around me honey

Tooloose with a lady . . ..

Abominable” was extremely witty
and the cast, for the most part, made
the best of it. The outstanding
player was undoubtedly Hanno Fair-
burn as the “loud, crude, rough” cave-
man, Butch. There was a good deal
of humour written into his role, and
the player took full advantage of it,

entering into the spirit of the role
with plenty of vim. In the leading
roles of Bid and Wilfred, Leonie

Phillips and Rod Bieleski
been stronger.

could have
Miss Phillips’ voice,

for all its sweetness, lacked the
strength to reach all the audience.
Her performance was pleasant but

without much spark. Rod Bieleski
improved as the play proceeded, but
appeared rather self-conscious earlier.
Denis Pain, again gave a solid per-
formance, this time as Syd. He has
yet to miss in a university produc-
tion. Janice Copeland gave a good
performance as Rita Haybague —
it was consistent throughout. Ken
Loach, if a little quiet, kept in char-
acter as M. Tooloose-Tootight.

The chorus improved as the season
progressed, and the raggedness which
appeared on the first night was con-

siderably reduced by the end of the
season. They appeared to be a week
or so under-rehearsed.

The ballets under the direction of
Paul Gnatt all but stole the show.

They were really hilarious, and the
“ballerina” and “corps de ballet”
have every right to feel proud of

their performance. The orchestra too,
under the direction of Bill Chessum,
was a distinct improvement on last
year.

Sets, costumes and “special effects”
all showed care and initiative and con-
tributed towards a polished produc-
tion, for which much of the credit
must go to Allan Patton as Stage
Director, and to Norman Butler who,
as Revue ~.Director, had the respon-
sibility of seeing that the entire pro-
duction in all its various departments
should function smoothly with the
ultimate aim of a successful show.

Finally there is the inimitable
Charles Zambucka who “has done it
again.” In tribute to him we can only
say we hope to see him back again
next year with another script like
“Hallelujah I'm Abominable.”

—YOSEF.
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University Students

After Two Years'
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Qualify as Aircrew
Training

(R.N.Z.A.F. NEWS SERVICE)

When the powerful German Luftwaffe began

its merciless

onslaught of Britain soon after the start of the Second World
War, a small band of R.A.F. pilots, knowing full well that they
might be outnumbered by as many as five to one, flew their aircraft

into the skies to meet the enemy.

That these pilots held, then

mastered and finally conquered such a strong opponent speaks

volumes for their character and courage.

More important still,

their Herculean efforts ensured our way of life.

A large proportion of those pilots who served in the early
days with R.A.F. Fighter Command were university students. In
peace they\had joined a Royal Auxiliary Air Force squadron which

was usually identified with their university.

When war was de-

clared, university squadrons were mobilised almost immediately.
Students who had trained as pilots in the balmy days of peace,
became part of Britain’s first line of defence.

The Royal New Zealand Air Force
is perpetuating the spirit of those
university students for it now has its
own university pilot training scheme.
The first products of this scheme, 13

students (8 full-time, 5 part-time)
from New Zealand’s universities,
were recently awarded their flying

badges after a course occupying
vacation breaks over two years.

Needless to say, the purpose of this

article is to explain and to interest
students in this scheme. The proper
use of modern aircraft, and their

equipment requires a high standard
of intelligence, and the university
should be among the best, if not the
best, source of supply for the pilots
and officers the nation needs.

Professor H. J. Hopkins, Professor
of Civil. Engineering at Canterbury
University College, who presented
“wings” to the 13 students, made
some pertinent comment when he told
the successful students how they
could play their part as pilots and
officers of the R.N.Z.A.F. “The Air
Force relies on team work which re-
quires good leadership and good dis-
cipline,” he said. “In this respect I
believe the university man can play
ah important part. At the university
you have learned to exercise your
minds; in the Air Force you have
learned to discipline them. Cheerful
obedience of orders can only be at-
tained by unquestioning acceptance
of them. This in turn demands that
those issuing the orders should make
sure that they are reasonable and
sound. You have therefore the quali-
ties of mind which will make you
good officers and it is as officers as
well as pilots that you graduate to-
day.”

SELECTION AND TRAINING

Each year university students are
chosen from the ranks of those under-
going compulsory military training—
normally students who have already
completed this training. Once accept-
ed for the university scheme students

are commissioned as acting pilot
officers. For the first two short-term
breaks after selection students are

occupied mainly .with ground sub-
jects. The next stage occupies the
12 weeks of the first long vacation
when flying training begins in earn-
est. Each trainee does up to 85
hours’ flying in this stage. In the
short vacation flying training (up to
20 hours) is continued with territorial
squadrons. The final stage is a flying
training course of 12 weeks in the
second long vacation after the com-
mencement of training. Each student
does about 85 hours’ flying in this

period. Except for the initial stage,
all training is carried out at Wigram.

On completion of his training, a
student is confirmed in the rank of
pilot officer and is posted to one of
the four territorial fighter squadrons
which are located in the four main
centres of New Zealand. Because the
training of a pilot is so expensive,
priority for this scheme is naturally
given to students who, after comple-
tion of their course, intend to live
in one of the four main centres.

Briefly that is what the course en-
tails. But what did successful stud-
ents think of it? The writer inter-
viewed six of them before the gradua-
tion ceremony and in the following
paragraphs has tried to give a rea-
sonable crystallisation of their view.

On the credit side the students
were unanimous that the course was
a good one. Of the six interviewed
not one had a complaint to make
about the syllabus. Amenities, living
quarters and opportunities for sport
and recreation came in for some en-
thusiastic support. Most agreed that
the course did nothing to interfere
with their university work. Perhaps
Professor Hopkins summed up the
feelings of the students when he told
them: “The Air Force has given you
something for which you may have
looked in vain from the university.
You have lived together, you have
felt the community of spirit of men
striving towards a common goal, and
you have partaken of its inevitable
comradeship.”

MAJOR COMPLAINT

Pay was the major complaint of
the students. “Take-home” pay, de-
pending on age, is between £11 and
£12 a fortnight. This might at first
sight appear to me meagre payment;
but when one considers the standard
of living quarters and daily rations,
the fact that many thousands of
pounds are spent to train a pilot
while he himself gets paid when
training, the “take-home” is by no
means niggardly. But one can sym-
pathise with them to a degree. Dur-
ing vacations their friends have
worked in factories, on the wharves
or' in other jobs and on return to
university doubtless quote £16 or £17
as their reward for a week’s work.
On the other hand the university
student who becomes an R.N.Z.A.F.
pilot has flown about 200 hours while
training for his “wings” and, once
graduated, he continues to serve with
a territorial squadron at a much
higher wage rate. In other words he
has gained a most useful qualifica-
tion.

HAVE YOU GOT SORE

Two constant influences on us are
heritage and environment. What can
we say of our surroundings— do these

spaces exite us and quicken the
pulses ? Or do Auckland’s asphalt
acres, together with the relentless

traffic dull our sensibilities? Perhaps
getting from one place to another
absorbs all our energies and the land-
scape about us is unnoticed.

If you're concerned about such
matters thel Women’s Common Room
on a recent Sunday afternoon was

just the place to be for a big group
of us went into how we look at archi-
tecture, that is our man made land-
scape. This truly concerns us all for

we just can’'t avoid spending our
whole lives in surroundings of some
sort. In N.Z. it’'s almost how to look

for architecture rather than at it

The W.C.R. had a very busy ap-
pearance on this occasion with models
maps and drawings to illustrate the
discussion.

Such discussions are fundamental
to the S.C.M. which is concerned with
thinking thru the insights of Christ-
ianity into all knowledge to discover
the meaning of vocation in every in-
tellectual activity. Worship in hymns
and prayer was a prelude to the dis-
cussion.

Dr. Toy, the speaker, first explain-
ed the display as part of an exercise
in planning being an analysis of an
existing village with preliminary sug-
gestions for a new layout.

Then we were introduced to the
notion of contrast as basic to ex-
pression in the arts. Music was used
as an example with the primary con-
trast of sound and silence, second-
ary contrasts are pitch, tempo, tone,
etc., and there are contrasts in de-
tail.

Architecture is based on contrasts
too but those of three dimensional
objects in space, against a back-
ground. The architecture of towns
and villages involves whole commun-
ities and clarifying the major con-
trasts requires much co-operative
effort. Dr. Toy next described Otaua,
the village being discussed, its situa-
tion south of Waiuku on land above
former swamp, and the people who
lived there. The village serves farms
around it as well as the villagers.

It was made clear to us that de-
signing a village requires humility,
a respect for persons, for this is a
joint creation of clients and archi-
tects and both need respect for the
land they build on. To produce clear
forms, clear contrasts in feeling, im-
portance and function must be distin-
guished. It's a matter of deliberate
choice— a freedom kept by exercising
it. Without clear contrasts there is
the chaos of traffic and buildings
in central Auckland, whereas the
new southern motorway is clearly
defined in function and hence form.

In peace the R.N.Z.A.F. is striving
to become an efficient nucleus on

which a wartime force could be
readily trained and expanded. Be-
pause, for economic reasons, the

peace-time R.N.Z.A.F. cannot be a
large force, much of its support is
concentrated on the territorial squad-
rons which would be mobilised soon
after the outbreak of a war. The
R.N.Z.A.F. wants only the best pilots
and navigators for these squadrons;
it is confident that a large proportion
of New Zealand university students,
like those from the English universi-
ties in the Second World War, would
be among “the few” if and when the
occasion arises.
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Fox’s gesture at the club rooms after
the game.

Merv Moihi seemed to strike form
again, and showed us some of the
drive that he «exhibited in earlier
practice games. But to give the
laurels to any one player would be
wrong, as each and every member of
the team toiled throughout, so as to
give this well-merited victory.

It is to be hoped that we see more
of this football in the typically sec-
ondary school spirit from the seniors
as there is still time to capture the
championship.

The 2A team made a promising
start at the beginning of the season,
but during the last few games they
have seemed to have lost the thrust

necessary to win their games. Indivi-
dual players are good; in fact we
must congratulate Grant Keene,

Brian Arthur and Rod Sheeny on
their selection for the Second Grade
Trials. The latter. Rod Sheeny, was
successful in making the rep. squad.
However more than four spectacular
players, are necessary for a team to
be in the winning run. With the re-
turn of the regular members after the
vacation we hope that the play will
improve.

For the first time,
entered a separate team in the com-
petition. 1 think they may be aptly
described as a society group with
team spirit. It has been this team
spirit that has given them their two
good wins of the season. Two mem-
bers of the team, Nat Uliviti and
Neil Doul were selected for the
Second Grade Trials. All in all, they
have many promising players; Roger
Brewster is a fine flanker who with
training could become a top player.
Another one is Mick Morris, who be-
lieves that the bigger they are the
harder they fall. As a team they have
been unlucky with several narrow
losses but providing such events as
Balls, and 21st birthdays, do not in-
tervene they should finish the season
with a creditable record.

O’Rorke has

With their present unbeaten record,
and as leaders of the Third Grade
Competition, we must congratulate
3A on their fine exhibitions of foot-
ball. Last week’s 60-0 win'over Corn-
wall was a very fine effort, especially
as the team was without Morris
Goodwin who was otherwise occupied
on the sideline.

The return of Norm Brown and
Gordon Chandler made an appreciable
difference to the hackline, although
the team seriously handicapped as it
was, played well without them.

John Graham as captain has played
no small part in the creditable record
of the team so far. He hounds the
forwards along, and is not frightened
of showing his team mates just how
to put the “Ho! Ho!” into work.

Co-ordination and team work are
the keys to this team’s success. Even
so there still is a tendency for incon-
sistent play, which the game against
Grammar at the Showgrounds demon-
strated.

Again this season, 3B suffers in
having a different set of players each
week. However more interest is be-
ing fostered in this team and with
players of the calibre of Rowe, there
is no reason why they should not
produce better results.

Finally it seems as if Varsity teams
lack spirit and determination in many
phases of their play. Surely if the
game is worth playing, it is worth
playing well; so next Saturday let
every member put some fire into his
play and see if the results improve.

MYLES B. HYNDE.

Tramping Club

At this stage, after a number of
weekends and a major trip to Te
Aroha, an accurate assessment of the
Club can be made. Statistics show
that numerically we are as strong as
ever, comparing very closely, in fact,
with last year. Fifty-five turned up
for Fresher’'s Tramp at the beginning
of the term, compared with fifty-nine
last year. More important, however,
is the larger number of new faces
this year, and as a pleasing corollary
of this trend is the greatly revived
interest in tramping among the fairer
sex. This means that the Club is
more evenly balanced as well as
strong. Ah, yes, wafted from O’nuku,
bell-like feminine notes will ring
more clearly in the wind as it sighs
through Simla’s pines this year.

Those who are shouldering the
main burden of responsibility for the
year are:—

President: Mr.

Club Captain:

M. G. Segedin.
Dick Walcott.

Committee: Rae Mutsy (Vice-
Captain), Nancy Jenkinson, Peter
Aimer, Dave Chandler, Brian Davis,
Struan Ensor, Neil Small.

Badminton

The season for badminton is in full
swing now with the activities of the
Club at its peak. Inter-club com-
petition begins on the 10th June and
this year we have two teams in the

Auckland Badminton Association
competition.

A friendly match against Pitt
Street Methodist Club resulted in an

overwhelming victory for the Club
although we had no women represen-
tatives from our Club. During the
coming mid-term break a trip to
Hamilton has been arranged, to play
the West End Club of Hamilton.
Trips to other centres have also been
arranged, including one to Ardmore
Training College.

The highlight of this year’s events
is centred upon the Club Champion-
ship Tournament which begins in a
fortnight's time. Entries close with
the Secretary on 12th June. The
tournament will be open to all mem-
bers of the Auckland Univej-sity Col-
lege. The events include men and
ladies singles and a handicapped-
doubles. This tournament will act as
a guide to our selecting a team for
the Winter Tournament and this year
we hope to field a strong team.

A provisional ranking of the Club
members is as follows:

Men— 1st Ten Ladies— 1st Five

S. P. Chee P. Brooking
D. C. Light W. Strickett
W. L. Hew R. Dickson
Y C. Chin J. Oakden

T. Gan M. Heenan

J. Holdom

J. Mitchell

E. Yoong

I. George

A. Baba

In spite of our over 30-strong mem-
bership we still require a few lady
members to fill up the vancies for
inter-club matches. No previous ex-
perience is required but as long as
you are keen to learn, we’ll provide
all the necessary coaching and train-
ing you need. So roll along to the
meeting place, Parnell Library Hall,
on Saturday mornings, 9 a.m.-l1 p.m.
and Tuesday nights at Remuera Lib-
rary Hall, 7-10.30 p.m. Remember!
Badminton trains your eye-sight,
judgment, agility and keeps you fit.

T. GAN,
Club Captain.
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Rifle Club

Competition for the Glynn Shield,
held at Ardmore on the 24th of April.

The Competition was between eight
other teams from Defence Rifle Clubs
and Services.

This match was for five-men teams
of which a maximum of two may be
A Grade shots. The conditions were
particularly tricky at 500 yards when
each shot had to be called on the
wind. In such company, 'Varsity did
quite well, especially as only two of
the Tournament team were avail-
able. Roy Larsen was among the lead-
ing riflemen of the day with 91
points.

Results: Auckland City, 451 points.
Morrinsville 432 points. Akarana 431
points. A.U.C. 426 points.

Ski  Club

The University Ski Club held its
fourth Annual General Meeting on
Tuesday, April 6, with an attendance
of about fifty of its members.

In his annual report the President,
Mr. H. Hookings said: “The year 1953
was a successful one for the Ski Club,
with a membership of 82. Architec-
tural members of the club, especially
Mr. Bill Alington, did a fine joy in
preparing drawing and plans for a
hut on Mount Ruapehu. This was in-
cluded in a report submitted to the
Students’ Association Executive and
on their recommendation to the Col-
leeg Council we do not yet known

how it will receive our suggestions
for financial assistance in the pro-
ject.

The Trips Committee organised

some very successful excursions to
the snowfields. The weekend trip of
26-28 provided good sport as did the
Midterm Break. In the first week of
August vacation Ruapehu turned on
better conditions, than Egmont,
when the N.Z.U. Tournament was
held. Due to bad weather and icy
conditions, no ski-ing contests were
ultimately held, as on the last day,
two of the contestants were injured
in falls down the icy slopes. One was
a member of our men’s team, Ben
Climo, but fortunately neither acci-
dent was serious.

Our teams consisted of:

Women: Wynne Lennard,
Leonard, Judith Tompkins.

Men: B. Climo, A. Smillie, B. Tid-
marsh, G. Wilson.

On the social side our activities
were most successful. A well-attended
Coffee Evening was held .early in the
first term, while the reunions at the
home aof Mr. and Mrs. Gair were
most popular.

Our sincere thanks go to Mr. and
Mrs. Gair for their wonderful hos-
pitality, and to our social committee

Susa«

for their work, especially Miss L.
Williams.
Mr. Hookings thanked the retiring

Secretary, Mr. Douglas Bates and the
retiring Club Captain, Mr. Quentin
Pilling for their able support over
several years, and wished all memb-
ers, of the club the very best ski-ing.
Several members moved that the de-
cision for the site of the new hut,
which is near the Tararua Hut, be
reviewed by the committee. It was
now felt that with the coming of the
chair-lift the initial disadvantage of
the lower site, its distance from the
main ski-fields, would be overcome.
Cartage of materials was also much
easier to the ,lower site, and this
is worth consideration as much of
the labour on the hut will be done by
members themselves! The committee
decided to review the position.

It was also decided that the annual
levy be 15/-. This levy more than
justifies itself by comparison between

(Continued on Page 8)
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Ski Club

(Continued from page 7))

the cost of club trips and that of
individual ones.

The club’s membership has now
grown in three years to more than
80 members, and hopes to increase
its membership this year.

Cont.

CRACCUM

The following officers were elected:
President: Mr. G. Hookings.

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. Thomas,
Leys, Farley, McComish, Mason. Club
Captain: Mr. G. Judd. Secretary:
Miss Leslie Quin. Treasurer: Mr. H.
Thompson. General Committee: Miss
Pat Barnes, Miss Judith Tompkins,
Mr. P. Martelli. Trips Committee:
Mr. B. Howie, Mr. B. White.

from page one.

MAN'S RIGHT TO KNOWLEDGE

it as officers of the state. Atomic
knowledge has become state secret.

The problem of “freedom of know-
ledge” in countries devoted to
“statism” is still more difficult. We
know that books may be suppressed,
.news by radio or press may be sup-
pressed or slanted and that the ruling
authority acts in such a way that its
power may be maintained. The
regime may be firmly convinced that
this suppression and slanting of
knowledge is for the good of their
people but we as free people must
believe with Jefferson that “To avoid
being deceived the people must be
instructed.” It is well said that “the
best test of truth is the power of
thought to get itself accepted in the
competition of the market place.” If
we believe in that proposition, and |
believe that New Zealanders do just
that, it means, | think, that we trust
the bulk of our fellow men to decide
and act rightly when they have all
the knowledge before them necessary
for a sound judgment. Certainly the
university is committed to the belief
that students, given a good training
in critical thinking and with the ac-
cumulated knowledge of mankind
available to them for study, will be
worthy to take their places not only
as professional men but as good citi-
zens 'of their country.

In his inaugural address as
President of Columbia Univers-
ity, while advocating the study of
philosophies of living different
from our own, President Eisen-
hower said “If we as adults at-
tempt to hide from the young the
facts in this w*orld struggle not
only would we be making a futile
attempt to establish an ‘iron
curtain’ but we will arouse the
lively suspicion that ‘statism’
possesses virtues whose persua-
sive effect we fear.”

Today in that great country which
was born of a struggle for freedom
and in Lincoln’s words “Dedicated to
the proposition that men are created
equal,” we are disturbed to read such
reports as that published in ‘Time”
magazine of April 5th. In this report
it was stated that a study programme
sponsored by U.N.E.S.C.O. was drop-
ped from Los Angeles schools be-
cause of right wing pressures. The
Los Angeles Mirror polled 250 teach-
ers of History, of Political Science
and of Social Science about their at-
titude to freedom of teaching in
schools. The results are alarming. 53
per cent felt they were not so free to
discuss social problems, history,
political science and international

relations as they were five years ago..

30 per cent said they were cautious
about the books they read.

40 per cent said they avoided topics
like the new deal, public housing,
Communism or McCarthy.

17 per cent said they were afraid
of being spied on by local investi-
gators.

Now this sample of opinion must
be used with the greatest caution and
not too much read into it. The United
States is a very large place and its
160 million people have many differ-
ent attitudes on these and other mat-

ters but it does suggest that a certain
feeling of insecurity, even of some
intimidation, had been created in
those particular teachers by the fears
induced by the cold war.

The same man who gave vent to
the liberal ideas when President of
Columbia in 1948 is at the head of the
nation in 1953, so we see from de-
velopments in the interval that the
choice of the Columbia bicentennial
theme was by no means an idle one.
I'm sure the President himself has
the same attitude to freedom of
knowledge as he had then but at least
some of the citizens of his nation
have changed in the intervening
years. The effect of the challenge of
Communism in one of the best
educated, most generous-hearted
peoples in the world, as suggested by
the survey quoted from “Time” and
the “year of the oath” at the Univers-
ity of California gives us furiously
to think.

Could our New Zealand love of fair

play, learning and tolerance for con-
flicting opinion be successfully chal-
lenged by the stress of modern
times? Could intolerance happen
here ?

Our real belief in freedom of know-
ledge is being tested constantly and
eternal vigilance is necessary for the
maintenance of that freedom as in-
deed it is for the continuation of our
democratic way of life. I believe
most firmly that our universities,
nourished in traditions inherited from
the Holy Land, from Greece and
Rome from France and Britain are
reservoirs of great strength in the
constant fight for access to knowledge
and the free use of that knowledge for
human betterment.

I think too that this country of
ours is a sound nation where
freedom is a plant of sturdy
growth. True there are some
timorous souls who fear that
others cannot be trusted with
knowledge they themselves may
safely possess, who would sup-
press this or that if given the
power to do so. But | feel sure
they are a small minority and
that the knowledge that “if the
bell of intolerance tolls for one
it tolls for all” is widely felt in
our community.

On you who are graduating rests
a special responsibility to stand
strongly for the right of free enquiry
and for the free use of the know-
ledge gained by man in his long his-
tory in the service of your fellow
men. It goes without saying that
knowledge must be wisely and
humanely used, that a sound moral
integrity is even more necessary to
our people than the knowledge itself,
but that, although all important, is
not the special theme of this address.

In all humility as befits our Christ-
ian background, our graduands must
demonstrate to the community they
seek to serve that educated judgment
is of much greater value than mere
personal opinion. They cannot but
believe with Shakespeare that “lIgnor-
ance is the curse of God, knowledge
the wing wherewith we fly to
heaven.”

Orientation of Overseas
Students

The Executive of the Students As-
sociation has approved the setting
up of a Committee for the Orienta-
tion of foreign students to this uni-
versity. The function of this Com-
mittee will be to,

1. Form a liaison with the Internal
Affairs Dept, in order to determine
the date of arrival of students
under the Colombo Plan.

2. Meet the student on arrival in this
country and extend a welcome.

3. Arrange board where students
have no prospective accommoda-
tion.

4. Arrange a social evening for the
benefit of these students.

5. Contacting Overseas students As-
sociations with a view to determ-
ining the number of students like-
ly to come to this country to
study.

It is proposed that one student
from each race, as far as is practic-
able, be elected to this committee as
liaison with students of his or her

own race. Watch the board for an-
nouncement regarding the first meet-
ing.

All those interested in helping are

urged to attend.

Math. Sac. A.G.M.

The A.G.M. of the Mathematical
Society was held on Wednesday, 28th
April. Professor Forder in his presi-
dential address discussed
pects of Modern Logic. As this is best
treated abstractedly he illustrated the
abstract method of reasoning by con-
sideration of a system involving some
strange symbols, a mysterious axiom
and some surprisingly familiar re-
sults. It was hinted that these
symbols have a secret interpretation
which is closely guarded.

Professor Forder then wrote some
more -symbols, four axioms, two defi-
nitions; and told us that from these
all traditional logic could be deduced.
This symbolism was invented by
Peano who also examined the funda-
mentals of arithemtic.

Arithmetic, it seems is a game
where results deduced are merely the
result of playing the game well.
However we were told of some games
that no one has yet played either to
win or to lose.

More surprising still is the fact
that there is a game we can play
to prove that there are other games
which we cannot play! Furthermore
we can play a game to show that
we cannot play a game to show that
there is not a game which proves
something inconsistent with another
game.

Officers elected were, President,
Professor H. G. Forder; Vice-Presi-
dents, Messrs. M. G. Segedin and S.
L. Strack; Student Chairman, J. C.
Butcher; Secretary-Treasurer, M. A.
Thompson; Committee, Messrs. R. W.
Quealy, L. M. Delves, I. H. McKenzie.

some as-

Women's Hockey

Memo to players: Firstly — don’'t
forget special keep-fit classes on
Tuesday, 2-3 p.m. and Thursday, 1-2
p.m.; secondly— please turn up for
matches!

Thought for the week:
best defence is attack.

A team’s

WATSONS PRINTING HOUSE LTD.

Friday, June 11

Basketball

The Committee for the 13i
is: Club Captain, GCrace
Captain, Janet Watkins;
retary-Treasurer, Rose-Am
Committee, Elaine Woodks,
Tilly, Marjorie Walsh; R
ber, Gael Carpenter.
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