June

Heenat
t21

i beat

st to

Aoeh

)n of
?ed

n
Auckla
rounced
peek

e

it

jre

n, ad
illy likK_
in

ese K
ison p
Wty
aordon
megnif.

CraCcCcum

Vol. XXI1X— No. 5 Auckland, N.Z., TUESDAY, JULY 13, 1954

Our Unique

the 34
ots. A BSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS ON THE UNIVERSITY

ick, re
the &

NEw ZEALAND GIVEN BY DR. G. A. CURRIE AT

seniors™ U.S.A. CONGRESS, CURIOUS COVE, JANUARY, 1954

e

Even

if the University of New Zealand were to be

suffijabolished completely today, we would have to create an organ-
isation largely similar to it tomorrow to deal with the central
s direelfiinctions of the University system in New Zealand.

at wni

~nce we”™ OVer 0 Per cen®

the income of the Colleges is

th ta wed from a central Government, and since New Zealand needs
ims ms tecentral co-operation in standards for its University degrees,
anditi jneeds co-ordination between the Colleges in the interests of
is jft* ndreds of students who remove from centre to centre yearly,
e noir ~shce a Sreat number of Scholarships research funds and other
ast to tters have to be centrally organised yearly, it is clear that what-
“dar iy &'t is named, some co-ordinating University body is and will be

joryindjeal.

The special Professional Schools throughout New Zealand are
sta'rd add Schools of the University of New Zealand and to regulate
they! festablishment and location of new ones, and assist the develop-

aogt ttof existing ones, some centralised policy is needed.

More-

nineda g, it is wise that there should be a body which can study the.

t fove jiosophy and development of
flljafs: mmunity on a Dominion-wide
Yy

ever s Whatever feelings you may have
muwha ritthe University there is little call
Bn plamjyou while you are actually study-
inone of the University Colleges

nanan me any particularly warm feel-
ict itn * aout the University, which
r lirew m oy to take your money and
J Eeprecious little in return. "How-

ie e Uaiversity does have vital
r& idios concerning all of you, and

wam h f the_Conf
SSe n mg}g"l(neg\fvlgdgeeabt%‘telrte%cee—

orafle® e like everﬁ/body else, remote as
exson i ,ae from the actual teaching of
asap jats anj personal
wodkr “teachers, with all the warmth of
n*rE  rsonal relationship that these en-
pa ivwewould prefer to live in an at-
tis i igdee of reasonable understand-
tmeyh [and even tolerance: perhaps in
loints § Irene cases, even appreciation,
ie. Tt We sometimes feel that capti-
en pas ms criticism is rather more often
tion, 2i directed at our work than the
tre b circumstances warrant and only
ooled | bek of a true understanding of
adtion te University’s functions and
snts di activities could be the reason for
ths

daily contact

t Satuffll shall attempt to cover and explain
are @i iotly the activities of the various
this Adies withi the University before
forts ligon to give you a detailed des-
houldii iption of just what happens to the
n tre] *that we collect from degree and
diversity Entrance examinations.

latiom* ke Senate

£ ot To begin with there is the powerful

orer id; the Senate, in which rests the
'l ithority given to it under the Uni-

B HI pity of New Zealand Act. Theo-

University education in a small

basis.

retically it is the governing body of
a unitary University which consists of
four Constituent Colleges and two
associated Agricultural Colleges.
Actually the kind of single complete
University which was, as | wunder-
stand it, intended by the Commission
of 1926 in their Report has never
really functioned, nor have those who
have had the control of matters in the
Colleges and in the Senate apparent-
ly wished it to function. It is in fact
a mixture of federal and unitary in
its functioning.

The Senate is composed of a ma-
jority of persons who are concerned
directly with the University Colleges
so that whatever policy the Senate
develops must be considered to be
what the Colleges want.

Fees and Examinations

The Academic Board, composed of
Professors from the Colleges and the
Academic Heads of the Colleges is
responsible for academic policy
throughout the system and in the main
the recommendations of the Academic
Board are accepted by the Senate.
The Academic Board receives recom-
mendations which come up through
the Professorial Boards of the Col-
leges so that in the end the academic
policy is intended to be representative
of the best thinking of academic men
throughout the system.

Critics of the Board would claim
that it has to find the lowest common
denominator amongst the proposals
sent up by the Colleges and so be-
comes, they think, a brake on certain
kinds of educational experimenta-
tion.

Gratis

Institution

(This building in Bowen Street, Wellington,

Zealand In

The Entrance Board, composed of
Professors from the Colleges, mem-
bers of the Education Department, and
representatives of independent schools,
sets standards for admission to the
University. These standards, | think
you will agree, are best to be equal
throughout the Dominion, just as
Great Britain has found that the
General Certificate of Education ap-
plied on a nation-wide scale is most
acceptable as a basis for-entrance to
all the universities therafi®

The Grants Committee, composed of
persons selected by the Senate for.
their wide general interest in and
knowledge of University affairs, along
with the Heads of the Colleges, is
charged with the responsibility of ad-
vising the Government on the financial
needs of the University as a whole.

In addition to the statutory com-
mittees there is a multitude of
Scholarship Committee, Research
Fund Committees, ad hoc commit-
tees concerning Special Schools and
other matters which deal separately
with University problems throughout
the year.

At this stage we can go back to the
central office of the University and
see just what it does and how it uses
the money from fees collected from
University Entrance candidates and
from yourselves, as well as from those
who offer themselves for ad eundem
recognition and higher degree exam-
inations.

You should understand right at the
beginning that though the Government

houses in its ground floor the University of New

its entirety.)

grants about a million pounds a year
to be distributed to the University
Colleges, the University of New Zea-
land receives for its own special pur-
poses from the Government only
£6,900 per annum. The clerical costs
of running the University office are
only about the same as the clerical
costs of running the Medical School
at Otago. It has always been run
on “shoe-string” finances and has
been a remarkably efficient and
economical examining administrative
machine. Then where does all the fee
income go?
First and foremost | say flatly
that the great majority of exam-

inations in the University are
only just self-supporting or
actually run at a loss. Some

smaller subjects are so costly to
examine that even to set the
papers and have them printed
costs more than the fee income.
The money returned to the Col-
leges to supplement the salaries of
members of staff; to pay the
actual examiners for the work;
to pay, for supervision, paper,
postage and so on, for the exam-
inations is in most cases as great
or greater than the sums received.

Fortunately, however, there are
some large examination groups, the
.fee income from which shows a fav-

ourable balance to the University of
New Zealand and it is from those
particular groups chiefly that the

(Continued on page 8)
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CRACCUM

Problems of a National Theatre

It is the hope of many theatre supporters that the professional

company known as the N.Z. Players will develop, with possible

modifications, into a National Theatre.

It is of interest therefore

to speculate on the chances of the N.Z. Players surviving and on

the possibility of their providing the basis of a genuine National

Theatre.

CAN THE NEW ZEALAND
PLAYERS SURVIVE?

A number of difficulties are im-
mediately obvious. Of these the
financial one is the most important.
The cost of touring a single company
throughout the length and breadth of
New Zealand is considerable and it is

still touch and go with the Players
whether their receipts can cover
costs. One unsuccessful tour could

mean the end. There is the strain
such a tour imposes upon the players,
creating working conditions few
would envy.

With the opening of “A Mid-
summer Night's Dream” in
Auckland on July 9th, the New
Zealand Players are again in
the public eye.

This article, examining the
problems'of drama in New Zea-
land, and particularly those of
a national theatre, has been
written for “Craccum” by
Murray Gittos, a past chairman
of the Auckland Drama Coun-
cil.

Actors staying with the company
will surely need a very developed
sense of vocation. And then, since
New Zealand offers no professional
alternative to the N.Z. Players, will
good players always be ready to
sacrifice other, safer careers for the
uncertainty of emplojpnent in the
theatre? Can the initial enthusiasm
of the audiences, particularly that of
the members of the Players Founda-
tion, be sustained? The Foundation
is not yet as large as desired and
membership in it must be renewed
annually with all this implies in an-
nual crusades even to hold ground
already gained.

THE BOX OFFICE

It is the public which will decide
if these difficulties are to be over-
come. The Players must either give
the public what it wants or persuade
it to like what the Players wish to
give. Wider sections of the public
must be reached and this means that
the ideals of the Players must be
reconciled with the tastes of future
unknown audiences.

If one may judge from the present
responses of the theatre-going public,
there is a decided preference for the
classics. Contrary to what many
people believe performances of mod-
ern West End successes are only oc-
casionally good for the box office. The
modern plays with literary pretens-
ions—those of Eliot or Fry—enjoy a
limited appeal which is unlikely to
be greately extended. The Players’
one attempt at a play by a New Zea-
lander was not, it seems, a conspicu-
ous success and this field is still a
debatable one. What then can we
conclude from this? One can assert
with confidence only that the coming
Shakespearean production undertaken
with the support of the educational
authorities should be a step forward.
Nevertheless, in essence the problem
of finding larger audiences still re-

mains. We cannot order people into
the theatre. It is a problem upon
which light can be shed only by a
consideration of the larger problem
which is the subject of this article.

A NATIONAL THEATRE
Is a National Theatre Company
necessarily the same thing as a
National Theatre? | think not. Per-
haps to some people a National
Theatre is merely a professional com-
pany supported by the State or pub-

lic subscriptions or one which has a
recognised superiority in technical
standards. This is a purely formal
conception. To have more than formal
meaning a National Theatre would
need to be a theatre wherein some-
thing specifically New Zealand in con-
tent was given expression. As a
nation we are young and our way of
life, our culture, draws heavily upon
what we inherit from our British an-
cestry, but he would be a rash spirit
who would maintain that we have no
way of life distinctly our own. It
is this distinctiveness which would
need to be an important element in
the plays performed by a true
National Theatre. At the moment
the N.Z. Players could not meet this
requirement if they wanted to. Per-
haps today more drama is being writ-
ten in this country than ever before
but yet it remains a fact that our
culture has only been tentatively
given expression in dramatic forms.
Recognition of the need is slight,
although growing. |If it were greater
we would find more public interest in
the building of permanent theatres
and we would find our amateur
dramatic societies more concerned
with promoting the works of local
playwrights. A true National Theatre
Company would be merely the end
product of a more basic movement
towards a national drama. Heads
need bodies to grow on.

It would be foolish to suggest that
the N.Z. Players, or any other com-
pany of professional players, could
establish a National Theatre by its
own efforts alone. The Players may
succeed in establishing themselves,
they may even be invited to wear the
title of a National Theatre, but they
can never become a National Theatre
until they represent the final expres-
sion of a broad popular movement
distinctly New Zealand in aims and
character. It is possible however that
they could do something to stimulate
such a movement.

NEW ZEALAND DRAMA

“Ned Kelly” was not a resounding
success. It could be suggested that
this was due in part to the play being
“poetic” in the sense which obscures
rather than reveals reality, but the
main difficulty was more likely the
affectation of cosmopolitanism found
in so many of our present theatre-
goers. To such people genius can
never live in the house next door
where anyone can watch him mowing
his lawn. Culture is a cult. In our
name they accept for us the role of
“provincials” these most provincial
of provincials. But fortunately, what-
ever their influence in the theatre,
they are a very small proportion of
our people as a whole. If it is not

Tuesday, Juy
———————— —"'y, dul;

Eighth New Zealand Science Congre"

The Eighth Science Congress of the Royal Society
Zealand was held in Auckland from May 17th to 22nd axd
a record enrolment of over 800. Organised in twelve man
its topics covered the physical, biological, social and gxylied
with papers ranging from radio-carbon chronology, Kauri: k"
leucotomy, to earthquakes, urban sprawl and public qii at™h

veys.

Touri

In fact the full programme appears like a list of tgic “Phas

at random from a dictionary of sciences.

This diversity, \rner

was not so wide as it appears, since each section had \air >run
posia in which many aspects of a particular problem?

cussed.

In addition to the 200 or more
papers there was also a more social
side including excursions of scienti-
fic interest and a Conversazione at the
Museum headquarters of the local
branch of the Royal Society who were
responsible for the organisation of
the Congress. Public meetings were
also held being addressed by Professor
Oliphant and Dr. Robertson both of
whom had journeyed from Australia
to attend the Congress, and by Pro-
fessor Odell of Otago.

It is difficult to pick out highlights
of the programme since it was im-
possible for one person to attend mgqre
than a small percentage of the meet-

ings. Some impressions however, may
be worth recording. A lecture by
Professor Bradley Patten of the

U.S.A. on ‘The early development of
the Heart’ drew a packed house on
the first afternoon. The bare title
cannot convey the sense of fascina-
tion engendered on watching films

possible yet (and is this completely
proven?) to present a New Zealand
play of reasonable merit and secure
an audience for it, recourse must be
had to less ambitious means of
achieving the same ends.

SEEKING AUDIENCES

The large section of our people
which is non-theatre-going and not
apologetic about its nationality, must
be sought out and its interest in the
theatre stimulated by it being demon-
strated in simple direct form that the
theatre can directly reflect and in-
terpret the lives of New Zealanders.
For the N.Z. Players it would mean,
in practical terms, taking short plays
by local playwrights to the people—
to the schools, the workshop, the
social club, the sports club, to any-
where the people are congregated. In
time dividends would be earned in
terms of larger audiences not only
for New Zealand plays but for all
worthwhile productions staged in
orthodox theatres.

AVOIDING THE CULTURAL
DEAD-END

A National Theatre Movement is
scarcely possible unless the profes-
sional players involved are prepared
to, and can, learn from their
audiences, not merely from the pro-
fessional and amateur critics but
from the ordinary man and women.
It is easy and comfortable to create
an esoteric circle which becomes es-
tranged from the people at large
and becomes a cultural dead-end. A
National Theatre Company would
promote criticisms in public of its
work, seeking discussions at all levels.

So, in the final analysis, the prob-
lem of creating audiences can only be
solved on a lasting basis by the
emergence of a national drama cap-
able of appealing to the man in the

street. The problem of audiences and
a National Theatre are one and the
same. It is a matter of concern that

so many people over-simplify the
problem, seeking the shadow rather
than the substance.

The bias, of course, was on the results of magtat
problems of a particularly indigenous character.
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Tournament is that

CRACCUM

INDIVIDUAL, OR TEAM

it difficult to visualize a University Tournament
iublic git anything- other than a ‘teams’ basis.

The guiding principle

it should be a team effort, with as

st of tyic mphasis on the individual as possible. And yet we find tennis,

liversity ;nmer Tournament,
had wii prun on an

and,

iroblem 8Tournament is nothing more
Its of sthan that. It is a tourna-
discover the best tennis play-
teUniversity of New Zealand
c_tual form particular year. Furthermore,
tie heart irat least one player travelled
ofessor . .
jchnique hs College to Chrlstchurch to
it films Iyone game, while those who
n strips ite finals of any event play_ed
ibsequent No attempt is made to dis-

a disregard of the
etmgs w gbehind Tournament.
d, sOme  greanizers of Table Tennis are
pertinent & Here, a ‘Teams’
for*a @ jflon, with winners and losers
lay be afl playing off, is
1S to_oa Howewver, only two other col-
niliarity  jgeer of three are met. Follow-
rin wet .5 championship Tournament
lised ggd with the aim of discovering
I?aadyers SI players of the year. The or-
‘mis not bad, but it could be
&ﬁ%ﬁ*m criticized the organization

is in particular, it seems
itg;gle;t;}r;  offer some reconstruction
t is notat includes the guiding ideal of
very ad it The 'situation is best
ire at ‘taking a leaf from the Train-
and g lieebook, and playing a pure-
nT outTr competition, with each Col-
must = lesting every other one. The
mity — bt VWoud be to play singles,
lite lired Sadcombines in this competi-
rs'no do* certain objections to such
il ganization have been raised. An
- . tative view is that it would
It:zci%h P Ioss_ible to complete two sugh
Audand S involving each player in
leucotomy, ganes of three sets each, on
veryTem.fr 7ay- ~ *s believed that the
. an(j |ou ition"of the two-game advant-
this regn Wina set would not solve the
arge nnix . .
leucotomy [t is the case, an alternative
relatingb ~ €ach person play only two
-gave per match._ Thus, half the
practical 4 Wud play singles and doubles,
yress it isi .
erests aut Badminton
must B Tuesday, 22nd of June, the
=thers, b Badminton Club’'s ‘C' Grade
ress @ plaed their second match of
f nurbers  gem against Eden, at Remu-
f people ibrary. Eden won well at seven
nuch of h  pthree. Varsity were without
rom ifam jexiing player, Chee, Put never
one’'s on stage looked the team of a
osed & it earlier.
acts wWth  game between Mitchell and
. ad Parmenter and McKenzie
; Gommittet  close one, but marred by too
the vk miss-hitting. The best player
make te unobtrusive J.
d thealy Apart from the early stages
tie “oN5  game, when A.U.C. held an
who pesin  itag the points were,never far
mng aBp  Eden recovered from this de-
week ired gd held a slight advantage
ot the remainder of the
An interesting game but not
againrg one.
tof Poi  adJ. Oakden won their game
recent al  21-10 Eden’s pair started well,
Section & 62 Varsity rallied to 7-6, and
of New2 Tedtheir position to 13-6. From
U “NewzZd poirt, Eden never looked like
_ related ti , with Chin and his partner
ial chad igthe initiative,
nt worldi ( most exciting game of the
b in treat >Ewas that between J. Mitchell

and E. Parmenter (Eden),
ieer held an early advantage, to
te lead at 10-4. The players

to some extent,
individualistic basis,

Table Tennis at

while the other half would play
doubles and combines. At least one
inter-club competition in Auckland is
run on such a basis, and matches are
completed quite comfortably in an
afternoon. This fact, incidentally,
tends to negate the contention that
it would be impossible to complete a
full match, as suggested above, in
one day, because at Tournament the
full day is available for play.

Another objection to playing a full
match, with three games for each per-
son, is that nine games in three days
is too much to ask for any player.
One retort could be that fewer parties
and more tennis would be better for
health generally. Another, more
concrete one, is that Tournament
hockey and sbccer involves each
team in four games played over
three days. It is doubtful if the
amount of tennis suggested above
would be any more strenuous than
hockey or Soccer.

One opinion stated that the aban-
donment of the Championship Tour-
nament would discourage some of the
country’s leading players, who ap-
parently would not deign to play for
the University unless they had the
opportunity of being crowned New
Zealand Universities Champion. If
that be the attitude of some of the
competitors, the sooner they are left
out, the better. We want no sports-
manship of that calibre.

One of our major sports is openly
disregarding the ideals of Tourna-
ment. It is high time the people who
help pay the cost of this Tournament
took action, and made the organizers
of the sport toe the line.

(Note: The A.U.C. tennis officials
did raise the matter at Christchurch,
but it was thrown out. Why? Tradi-
tion must not be interfered with!)

—J.H.

changed ends at 11-6 to Parmenter.
With the score at 12-6 against him,
Mitchell fought for a long time to
hold his own, and finally made head-
way to be only one point down, 11-12.
Mitchell was unable to maintain the
pressure, and Parmenter carried his
score to twenty, with Mitchell on thir-
teen. Mitchell showed his fighting
gualities again and gradually brought
his score to 19, to Parmenter’'s 20.
Neither player could do anything
about the situation for some time,
until finally Mitchell found the roof
and his opponent emerged the win-
ner 21-19. Both players displayed
sound defensive qualities and con-
siderable .tactical knowledge. A rather
low roof, which both players found
with some regularity, was the only
factor which marred an excellent
game.

The rock on which J. Oakden and
M. Heenan crashed in their doubles
game was B. Gillespie, who was too
strong at the back of the court. Both
Varsity's girls fought very well, es-
pecially Margaret, but they went
under, 15-21. =

Chin and Holdom did not show up
over well in their doubles. An early
deficit proved too hard to overcome,
and they went under 17-21. Try as he
would, Chin, the bulwark of the pair,

could not bring his shots off.

Men:
J. Mitchell 19 versus E. Parmenter

T. Gan 21 versus R. McKenzie 10.

Mitchell and Gan 18 versus Par-
menter and McKenzie 21.

Chin and Holdom 17 versus East
and Stanton 21.

Women:

P. Brooking 15 versus M. Caley 6.

W. Strickett 3 versus M. Chambers
15.

Brooking and Strickett 4 versus
Caley and Chambers 21.

J. Oakden and M. Heenan 15 versus
C. Hawke and B. Gilespie 21.
Combines:

Chin and Oakden 21 versus East
and Hawke 10.

Holdom and Heenan 5 versus Stan-
ton and Gillespie 21.

Rugby Notes

Since the last edition of “Craccum,”
the history of our club has not been
a bright one. The renowned 3A team
was well beaten by Training College
while the Seniors and 2A have had
a run of mishaps.

With the return of Alan Stevenson

and the appearance of the star
O'Rorke player Nat Uliuviti, some
improvement was expected in the

Seniors but unhappily this has not
come.

Last Saturday O’Rorke played the
Mangere team whom they were
“tipped” to beat. However the game
ended quite differently with Mangere
winning 15-6. Many tales of woe ac-
companied the boys’ return to the
hostel, bub the truth lay in two un-
mentioned details. Firstly for many
of the thirsty players the trip to
Mangere Domain was far too long;
and secondly, the hearts of other play-
ers were divided betwen the hockey
team on the sideline and the game
they were supposed to be playing.

Disregarding this it is a pleasure
to see the younger players, namely
Bruce Beetham, Bob Luxford and
Dave Mayo coming to the fore; while
Arthur Young is coming to promin-
ence both as a hockey coach and as a
footballer.

With two wins in succession 3B are
now taking their football more seri-
ously. There are many fine players
in this team but special mention should
be made of Denver Carter. As a
full back he saves him team time and
time again and his powerful boot has
contributed to these two good wins.

Last week members of the 3A team
were having to do a lot of explain-
ing. After a run of successes (some
quite substantial) they failed to rise
to the occasion against Training Col-
lege and were well beaten 17-11.

It was rather unfortunate that
Varsity in the first few minutes of
the game lost one of their most
valuable players, Morris Goodwin,
who was on the receiving end of a
rather forceful tackle, but during the
few minutes that he played he caused
a considerable amount of trouble for
the other team. Another Varsity
player, Fielding, was similiarly in-
capacitated in the last few minutes
of play. He also caused trouble dur-
ing the match (for both teams).

It seems as if this team has learnt
a lesson from defeat and regained its
honour with its merited win over
Marist. In connection with these two
games it is only right that we should
record the fine play of Bob Graham,
Barry Sweetman and Murry Francis.

The latter is playing really good
football, and is showing that determ-
ination that marks a classic winger.

In conclusion one of our enthusias-
tic spectators has remarked that some
people can shout and play football at
the same time, but what all players

Page

should realise, is that this shouting is
better left to those who know some-
thing about it. The suggestion here
is that it should be left to the cap-
tain.

—MYLES E. HYNDE.

Tennis Club, A.G.M.

The Annual General Meeting of the
A.U.C. Lawn Tennis Club was held
in Room 4 at 8 p.m. on Thursday,
1st July. Thirteen people were pres-
ent.

It was reported that Court 2 was
in excellent order, No. 1 should be
better than it was, and No. 3 was
an unknown quantity. The question
of forming a hard court on No. 2 was
held over until the little matter of a
gymnasium was finally settled.

The wusual difficulty in collecting
subscriptions was reported. It was
pointed out that some of the un-
financial members actually used the
courts on only a few occasions each
year. Various ideas for collecting a
small court fee from such people
were put forward, and the incoming
committee was instructed to investi-
gate the position.

Some thought was given to the en-
couragement of new players. It ap-
peared that inter-club matches kept
the courts in use on too many Satur-
days, and beginners felt a little out
in the cold. The re-introduction of
inter-faculty tennis matches was dis-
cussed, and it seems we may see these
taking place this season. It was
agreed that the important thing was
to arouse interest in tennis as a game,
and then to cater effectively for the
people so interested. And here it is!
The incoming committee is to pay
some attention .to the matter. The
decision to endeavour to play a Staff-
Students match was made.

Summer Tournament will be held in
Auckland next year. The retiring
secretary, Mr. M. White, pointed out
that preparations for this event
would need to begin immediately.

A £17/12/6 loss was incurred in the
year’'s operations. Capital expendi-
ture on courts was the main reason
for this.

The following people were elected
to office:

President: Mr.
Vice-Presidents:

Professor Briggs, Professor Keys,
Professor Rodwell, Mr. Segedin, Dr.
Becroft, Mr. Brown, Mr. Cawley, Mr.
Heron, Mr. Justice Turner.

Club Captain: Mr. M. H. White.

Secretary: Mr. D. Light.

Treasurer: L. Nash.

Committee: Miss F. Cotton, Miss R.
Dickson, Messrs. |I. George, B. Woolf,
and B. Cadman.

A vote of thanks to those who had
held office during the last year was
passed.

Trophies won during
were presented to:

Men’'s Singles: C. Maiden.

Men’s Doubles: C. Maiden and R.

J. A. Kirkness.

last season

Wright.
Ladies’ Singles: Miss V. Teat.
Ladies’ Doubles: Misses V. Teat

and F. Cotton.

Men’s Fresher Champion: Mr. B.
Woolf.

Ladies’ Fresher Champion: Miss B.
Sissons.

REMEMBER
TO
VOTE
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Election Time Is Here!

The first of the College elections, that for President, will
be held Monday, 19th and Tuesday, 20th, of this month.

This is the first time for some years that an election for the
office of President has been necessary. This fact, in itself, augurs
well for the future of student affairs.

The candidate elected to the position of President automatics

ally becomes the most influential student in the College.

It is he

who will guide the student policy for the next twelve months, and
students are urged to make their choice with care.

SECRETARY
JOCK McGOWAN

TREASURER
BRYCE POSTLES

(There being no further nomina-
Jock McGowan has been de-
and Brye«

tions,
clared elected Secretary,
Postles, Treasurer.)

PRESIDENT
PETER BOAG

Nominated: R. M. Smith
B. R. Horton
D. Hackshaw

We have prevailed upon Peter to
accept nomination because we feel
that he is, of those available for nom-
ination, the best qualified by exper-
ience and judgement to carry out the
duties involved. He is not sponsored
by any organised group in the Col-
lege.

Peter
of the Association,
Publications Committee,
of “Craccum. ”

He took his M.A. in Mathematics
at Otago in 1951. He was a member
of Otago University Students’ As-
sociation Executive, holding the post
of Tournament Controller. Thus he
gained experience not only in Uni-
versity activities but also in inter-
college affairs.

Peter arrived in Auckland in 1952,
and is doing a B.Sc.-Dip. Ed. course.
He has been editor of “Craccum”, and
executive member since 1953 and a
member of many committees of the
executive, amongst them Carnival,
Tournament, Grants and Appeals. He
has edited Tournament programme.
Thus his interests have extended to
all spheres of Association activity,
knowledge of which is just as es-
sential as the will to work.

The major tasks of the President
are to carry out work overlooked by
other executive members; to provide
from his experience a continuity of
administration not otherwise provid-
ed for by the Association’s organisa-
tion; and to conduct “external affairs”
—the Association’s relations with the
public; and with other Colleges.

We have nominated Peter, and we

is the Men’s Vice-President
Chairman of the
and Editor

of those available for nomination, has
the breadth of experience needed to
deal with both the domestic section of
the President’s duties and with ex-
ternal affairs.

He was an observer to N.Z.U.S.A.
last August, and an AUC. delegate
to the Easter Annual Meeting. In
1953 he was appointed by N.Z.U.S.A.
as Congress Controller for the 1954
N.Z.U.S.A. Congress at Curious Cove,
a task which he performed with
credit to AUC.

Peter has, so far as we know, no
major vices. He may be of blame-
less life and character. He is certain-
ly the only delegate recently to have
attended an N.Z.U.S.A. meeting in a
dinner suit.

Peter needs your vote.

We commend him to you confident-
ly; not in an attempt to influence you,
but in the hope that the record we
draw to your attention may speak for
itself. We do most strongly feel that
his experience qualifies him for the
manifold tasks involved.

Roderick M. SMITH (President).
B. R. HORTON (N.Z.U.S.A)
Frances D. SPENCE (ex-President
Marion W. SOLLY (ex-Vice-Pres.)

MATE FRANKOVICH

Nominated: K. P. Lynch
L. O. Kermode
F. A. Cotton

Outstanding through hard work,
leadership and devotion to student
affairs, Mate Frankovich is the
natural choice for President. As Cap-
ping Book controller, student EXx-
change Director, Social Committee
Chairman and House Committeeman
he has given distinguished service to
the Association. Since 1948, Catholic,
Law, Mathematical and Photographic
Societies, Ski, and Tennis Clubs have
all known him as member, adminis-
trator and leader. Behind-scenes he
has aided many other clubs. Mate's
service during two terms of Exec.
Office has revived student social life
and enhanced Association prestige.
His Vice-Regal Ball organisation will
be long remembered. |If elected, he
promises greater Exec, efforts for
Student Welfare. Existiifg relations
beyond the College must be main-
tained (Tournaments expecially) but
student money must be used prim-
arily for the benefit of students
whose fees provides it. He plans a
more efficient Executive and elimina-
tion of money wastage. Finance
Committee (now lapsed) must be re-
vived. Mate deplores needless cuts
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Internationalism Runs Riot

Tuesday, July 13 i Jul;

'RAF

N.Z.U.S.A. Marching on Behalf of Studet

Extracts from communications from the Resident BExetle late

of N.Z.U.S.A. to the executive of A.U.C.S.A.
10th June, 1954: “Some weeks ago N.Z.U.S.A. received &
vitation from the International Student Association of H

Add a
r, hom
abro;

sthe

send representatives to a conference to be held in Tokyo from tmNe

June-15th August.
“Crisis of our time” ...

. the central theme of the Congressi
we have tentatively applied to the Ap for

can Foundation of Youth and Student Affairs for financial ko

if all countries invited to attend this show turn up then it\mg
be an opportunity not to be missed to make contacts ad United
discussions with representatives of Seats Asian Unions.

22nd June, 1954:

win Manila, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Singapore, Jacarta, Sydney,
The Japanese Legation advises that the countries j

lington.
have so far accepted are:
and China (Formosa).”

“The tour will be Wellington, Sydney, &e

24th June: “The visit to Japan will be of little real de a, on

the opportunity of contacting National

which would be very valuable.”

is to
in our

The purpose of this article
ask “How silly can we get?”
excursions into the field of
tionalism.

There may well be among the stud-
ents of this country a widespread and
purposeful desire that friendly and
cordial relations at the student level
should be established among the
peoples in this part of the world;
and this desire may well be coupled
with a wish that we should take every
opportunity to establish between
student bodies a field of common and
co-operative activity which will be of
benefit to all.

But it is respectfully suggested
that the latest move by our leaders
on our behalf may well be so illcon-
ceived as to border on the irrespon-
sible; )and is at btest evidence of
such a vague and ill-defined approach
to the problems as to require a re-
examination of policy.

It is submitted that N.Z.U.S.A.
does not know where it is going—
but worse—instead of examining its
position with that careful and cauti-
ous approach which the problem de-
mands, or rushing into expensive
activities prematurely may be for-
going opportunity for later worth-
while endeavour.

The cost of the trip will, if it
eventuates, be largely borne by an
American organisation with incidental
expenses (at present unassessed),
being borne by the N.Z. students.
But it is suggested that the American
organisation, if it looks kindly upon
this venture, might well do so for an
alternative trip later in the year.

What would be the advantage of a
later trip?

It is suggested that the Japanese
trip would be valuable by reason of
contacts made with Asian unions.

Interna-

in Club grants and seeks greater
Club co-operation with Exec. Services
rendered by Clubs should be better
recognised. He champions the Gym-
nasium scheme and has a practical

plan of finances. Emphatically, says
Mate, no more raising of student
fees.

Science graduate and law student,
Mate Frankovitch is popular and re-
spected among students and staff.
Capable and experienced, he has the
drive, tact and impartially to make
a first rate President.

— KEVIN LYNCH.
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rary and arts

Thomas and The U.S.A.

Studeu

CRACCUM

aent Bec elate Dylan Thomas,- one of the best poets of his genera-

ald also write and speak lively,
lecture tours, Welshman Thomas re-

receivedf, broadcast for the B.B.C.

r,home between U.S.

n of x ~ United States of Am-
>kyo fran imNew York to California
GHRD & % Slazedeap  ainerdO e DARY
to the A P for its heady supper a
. nd prejudiced procession of
ancial tej ulecturers, scholars, sociolo-
then iti conomists, writers, authorities

idthat and even, in theory,
acts adl United States of America.”

ons. )

, Sydney, sge “At first, confused and
by shameless profusion and

oyaney, j™med by generosity, unac-
»untries 1 MO sucb importance as they
. iared by their hosts, to
pines, M ad up against the barrier
uin language, they write in

Ieds like demons, general-

real dwe ly, on character and culture
Arerican political scene. But,
tre middle of their middle-
ik through middle-western
duniversities, the fury of the
Resident a .. .And in their diaries,
d througl idmore do such entries ap-
-SingaporA ‘No way of escape!" or
a SouthA'for ‘'l am beaten! until at
es. In B ycannot write a word. And,
onference igall over, old before their
i these 3 itheyes like rissoles in the
lyare helped up the gang-

any wdel te home-bound liner by kind
has yetflk ¥ers (°f all kinds and
e level ai ! W Roister them on the
n Of muj ik them up again, thrust
"' sonrets, cigars, addresses,

, ,*ir pockets, have a farewell

© itheir cabin, pick them up

_ nrmc  ad snickering and yelping,
ry ko wait at the dockside for
not asy boat from Europe and an-
olicy inte fchof fresh, green lecturers.

indus? * 0* in™. f
ndusS? ey g VANg Sl e AT

route &

2::; <N _po_lemic_ists, histr_io_nic publ_ic-
ieciogieai rhetoricians, his-
Australia®! noddy-doddies, balletomanes,
" decorators, windbags and big-

id id humbugs, men in love
5 v B\ men in lave with steaks,

" L I' & millionaires’ widows, men

opportunity* ?heéf asis °f ,the reputation
iruber o f tuks and teeny mmds),

%e its W ' bigh°P -
°ISW od 93Ring 351" SaritEr,
m A looking for publishers, pub-

" da lokdng for dollars, existent-

,, Sak physicists with nuclear

hmen from the B.B.C. who

? ithough they had the Elgin

schemes i mtheir mouths> Pot-boiling

. = Jhas professional Irishmen

p ruarié iA F-comy). and>1 am afraid,
I1fSiV <5dslta

I matter sp|\dires

J.S.Ameeti;
‘ting treit te garrulous others, also,

lieges @d garlanded from one nest
involved; j  -vultures  to another:
0 consult ng the English way of life
mesent N ining the American way as
hand A and guzzle through it;
and adivil irrecting the theories of
after h for the benefit of remote
ought a female audiences who did
1 forth a  itwas dead, not having ever
[ Unions hed been alive; people talk-.
ell in ad Etruscan pots and pans to
mission - of dead pans and wealthy
e «on . . .

form 1t pass one another, en route,
iething it wing, 1 wonder; one of us
eived ‘g8 with clean, white lectures

e could call his own, going

-RM.S. west to his remunerative

fused, but southing,

perceptive prose. Last

doom in the great state* university
factories; another returning dog-ear-
ed to his clutch of poems and his
carefully typed impromptu asides? |
ache for us both. There one goes, un-
sullied as yet, in his Pullman pride,
toying—oh, boy!—with a blunderbuss
bourbon, being smoked by a large
cigar, riding out to the wide open
spaces of the faces of his waiting
audience. "

Verbal Ectoplasm. “He is vigor-
ously welcomed at the station by an
earnest, crew-cut platoon of giant
collegiates, all chasing the butterfly
culture with net, note-book, poison-
bottle, pin and label, each with at
least 36 terribly white teeth, and

the late Dylan Thomas

nursed
though

away, as heavily gently as
he were an imbecile rich aunt
with a short prospect of life, into a
motorcar in which, for a mere 50
miles or so travelled at poet-breaking
speed, he assures them of the cor-
rectness of their assumption that he
is half-witted by stammering incon-
sequential answers in an over-British
accent to their genial questions
He is then taken to a small party of
only a few hundred people all of
whom hold the belief that what a
visiting lecturer needs before he
trips on to the platform is just
enough martinis so that he can trip
off the platform as well. And, clutch-
ing his explosive glass, he is soon
contemptuously dismissing, in a flush
of ignorance and fluency, the poetry
of those androgynous literary ladies
with three names who produce a kind
of verbal ectoplasm, to order as a
waiter dishes up spaghetti—only to
find that the fiercest of these, a
wealthy huntress of small, seedy
lions (such as himself) ... is his hos-
tess for the evening . . .

“Late at night, in his room, he fills
a page of his journal with a con-
account of his
first engagement and falls to
sleep where he is immediately chased
through long, dark thickets by a Mrs.
Mabel Frankincense Mehaffey, with a
tray of martinis and lyrics. And there
goes the other happy poet bedraggled-
ly back to New York which struck
him all of a sheepish never-sleeping
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/ Ealing Studios Again

If you remember the antique railway engine that played a
happy part in our Capping Procession this year, then you will

remember

its name— “The Titfield Thunderbolt.”

It’s also the

name of a current film in which the engine plays a notable part,

and if you enjoyed “Genevieve,

” you shouldn’t miss this latest

production from the Ealing Studios.

Again this is English comedy at its
lightest, brightest best—the type of
comedy that has brought the name
of Ealing Studios to the fore, and
*established for them a reputation that
may well be envied by most of the
flashy American film companies. For
“The Titfield Thunderbolt” is the
latest addition to a long line of Ealing
comedy successes that began several
years back with “Passport to Pim-
lico.”

One may ask what it is that has
made these films so popular — and
rightly so. If there is one ingredient
that has appeared in each film it is
the ability of the English to laugh
at themselves—to hold wup their
enational characteristics, their “weak-
nesses, ' their eccentricities before
the world for their own amusement
as well as for the entertainment of
everyone at large. But there is more
than this in the English supremacy
in film comedy. It does not rely on
the same worn out situations that
appear in one American film after
another, nor does it rely on the
“corn” of the Bob Hope variety. Per-
haps it's because the Americans pro-
duce so many films that there are
more of a mediocre quality. But
again, the comedy successes that do
come from Hollywood are usually of
a specifically sophisticated variety—
“The Moon is Blue” is one example
that comes immediately to mind. Per-
haps the greatest American film
comedy since the war was “The Quiet
Man,” and surely it is not a coinci-
dence that the film was made “on
location” in Ireland, and further, that
it was the nearest that the Americans
have come to “English” comedy—no
offence meant to the Irish! In other
words, the film drew its humour from
the character of the people them-
selves—not from obviously contrived
situations or from the sheer wit of
the dialogue.

Here in a nutshell is the outstand-
ing quality of “the Titfield Thunder-
bolt.” If lacking a little of the pace
of “Genevieve” and relying a little
more on the sympathy of the
audience, the film gains in its con-
centration on human characters
rather than on the train—or, as in
“Genevieve,” on the cars. And what
more hilarious characters could you
get than George Relph’'s parson who
appeared more interested in trains
than in sermons, who drove the train
while the Bishop stoked the engine,
and Stanley Holloway's eccentric
country gentleman who spent his day
at the local pub shouting drinks to
all and sundry, and who bought the
local railway on hearing that the
“Buffet Car” would open at thirteen
minutes to nine. These two charac-
ters bring the most laughs in their
efforts to save the old branch line, but
there are many more, and the situa-
tions are made to match. The skilful
hand of Sir Michael Balcon is again
seen to advantage, while this, the first
Ealing film to be made in colour,
gains much by the innovation. -The

heap at first but which seems to him
now, after the ulcerous rigors of a
lecturer’s spring, a haven cosy as
toast, cool as an ice-box, and safe as
skyscrapers.”

One month after recording this
rollicking valedictory, at the begin-
ning of a lecture tour, Dylan Thomas
died in New York.

colour is never obtrusive and the soft-
ness of its tonings, sharply in con-
trast with some of Hollywood’s films,
sets off the English countryside to
much advantage.

On the same programme were two
supporting films from Britain, each
most effective in its own way. “Lan-
cashire Hotpot” provided many inter-
esting scenes of both the industrial
and rural sides of Lancashire, and of
.Cheshire, its neighbour, along with
a witty commentary, “Dark London”
proved more than interesting for the
picture it gave of the varied life of
different members of London’'s Afri-
can community. If the film lost a
little by an over-dramatic treatment,
especially the voice of the narrator,
it gained much by the short talk
given by Constantine, the former test
cricketer, which was not only sincere,
but beautifully spoken.

The programme showed British
films to great advantage; they seem
to offer a challenge to Hollywood that
is not being answered.

— DJ.sS.

We regret that, owing to an
error, the photographs which
appeared in this section in the
last two issues of “Craccum”
were not acknowledged.

The Festival photographs
were supplied per courtesy of
the Auckland Festival Society
(Inc.).

Those photographs which ap-
peared in conjunction with the
article, “An Approach to
Pottery” were by T. Pausma.

Joynt Scroll

This year two series of debates
were held at VUC's Little Theatre,
one on the Friday evening, 18th June,
for Joynt Scroll; and the other series
on the following afternoon, to pick
the N.Z.U.S A. Debating team to tour
Australia.

TEAMS:

Otago University: K. E. W. MEL-
VIN, leader; J. E. G. IRWIN.

Massey Agricultural College: MISS
RYAN, R. CORBETT.

Canterbury University College: A.
LAWSON, I. CRESSWELL.

CAC.: P. McK. FALCONER, A.
R. HARWOOD.

VUC.: B. M. BROWN, D. GAR-
RETT.

AUC.: MESSRS. CHAMLEY and
DUGDALE.
FRIDAY EVENING:

Debate One: MAC. (aff.) v. AUC.

(neg.) "That Morals depend upon en-
vironment.” Won by AUC.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON:

Debate three: AUC. (aff.) v. CAC.
(neg.) ‘That N.Z. should forthwith
secede from the Commonwealth and
join the U.S.A.” Won by AUC.

Placing for Joynt Challenge Scroll:
OuU., VUC., CuUC.

Judges: Miss C. S. Forde, A. Eaton
Hurley Esq., Sir Matthew Oram.

Placings for individual speakers:
Melvin, OU.; Brown, VUC.; Irwin,
OU. and Garrett VUC. third equal.

Team to tour Australia: Messrs.
CHAMLEY (AUC.) and MELVIN
(OU.). If Chamley unable to'go,
LAWSON (CUC.): If Melvin unable
to go, BROWN (VUC.))
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND

The picture of the University of New Zealand given by the
Vice-Chancellor in his address at this year’s Congress and which
we reprint in this issue, is a comprehensive and informative one,
and on the whole the future of University education in this country
seems hopeful. It is obvious, both from this article and from other
similar statements, that the U.N.Z. has at its head a man who
realises fully the many difficulties that lie in the way of administ-
ering a system of University education in New Zealand. This is
hopeful in the extreme, and when he can recognise that complete
devolution into separate Universities will come if such a step is
desirable for better teaching and better research and if it is wanted
by the country as a whole, at the same time as he maintains that a
central authority is essential to ensure that standards are kept
uniform and that New Zealand does not endeavour to support a
larger system than is possible with such a small population, shows
that he is fully aware of the realities of the situation as well as
what may be ideally desirable.

Apart from the academic sphere, the problems of administra-
tion have been under review for some time, and where it makes
for easier and more efficent handling of the problem, some stages
of devolution have been carried out. It is obvious that the needs of
the students have been considered in support of changing any
cumbersome piece of administrative machinery. This is as it
should be, of course, for no system can be considered efficient if it
means that the students are put to a great deal of unnecessary
labour and wasting of time. The outstanding example of this has
been the method of collecting examination fees, which has decreed
that examination entrants have to forward their fees and entries
to Wellington individually, even although it seemed that the College
Offices were the logical places to handle such matters.

This anomaly has now been corrected, however, and as from
next year, students at A.U.C. will pay their fees and enter for their
examinations through the College Office. In addition students’
records will be housed at the College, instead of in Wellington,
and so will be in their logical place— as close to the scene of the
student’s activities as possible. The University is to be commended
on this one bright spot in an otherwise rather indefinite horizon.

With this commendation for some valuable administrative
devolution must go a warning against premature or too hasty
academic or complete devolution. Apart from providing scholar-
ships, the task of the U.N.Z. at present is to award degrees, and
since it is the only university in the country with the power to do
that, it follows that a New Zealand degree must be of the same
merit no matter from what college the holder has come. There is
an unavoidable disparity at present, slight though it is, between
the standards of different subjects in different colleges, and we
cannot help feeling that if there was not the restraining influence
of the U.N.Z., it is possible that these could increase to such an
extent as to make two degrees from different centres practically
unrecognisable. One solution to the devolution problem is, of
course, to make each college a separate University with its own
charter to enable it grant its own degrees, but since, as Dr. Currie
said at an earlier Congress, that is not likely to come until each
College has a population of about two million supporting it, the
U.N.Z. must continue for many years to come, to carry out the
functions of a University, sans students, sans staff and sans pro-
fessors.

— P.W.B.

(This Editorial was set up before Mr. Boag resigned.)
—J.T,
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IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD MEN

Once again it is time to be thinking about the swudt] ME
elections and for suitable people to stand for various eeute

position.

Nominations are now being called for, and will &

on the 18th of this month, at midnight, at the Executive Ro
For those considering offering their services we print

under some advice.

If you are standing for Executive, you must'realize whfs com
expected of you if elected, and what you, as a person and a

will gain.
1. Subordinate the

interests of your faculty, your dux

societies; you are now to act in the interests of the AU.Cty hit
and the student body as a whole, both present and futuifal ve?t
2. You are expected to have enthusiasm, energy, and ap "2!'

a willingness to pull your weight, for if there is onegd
on Exe., the other members suffer— there is no roomf
honour and glory merchant.

ilin ge

e i

at t
Ted to

Most of your spare time will be consumed on Stud. A, eresto:
ness; in doing so you will lose contact with your friend? iton is

this loss is more than made up by the new friendshipsi E

with fellow Exec, members.

ar
ramir
fal tre<

5. There will be a number of privileges for you, especial dde
social occasions, but you cannot go to a ball in the knw i®as
that you will dance every dance with your current love-
duty will be to talk to and entertain guests older than yu s De

less inclined to join the hurly-burly on the dance floor

tk wh<

6. If at the end of your term of office, you have puled ldtd:

weight, you will have the great satisfaction which comes
from a difficult job well done in the face of inevitable ad

uninformed criticism.

Notice

As | am an interested party in
the forthcoming elections | have,
with the consent of the Executive,
resigned from the post of Editor
for this issue.

Full authority has been handed
over to the Sub-Editor, Jim
Traue.

Peter W. Boag.

Square Dancing

Although the ‘craze’ for this form
of recreation has come and gone in
Auckland there are still groups in
existence which find it enjoyable and
stimulating exercise and an ideal
social activity. In square dancing
there is no waiting to be asked to
dance and partners are changed fre-
quently in the general mix up which
occurs during some of the figures.
Men will find nothing effeminate
about it as the emphasis is on the
figures—a basic walking step being
maintained throughout. No exper-
ience is necessary before attending a
Square Dance as beginners are taught
the fundamentals and each dance is
explained before it begins. Each pro-
gramme will consist of square, round,
circle and longways dances as is is
traditional in the United States.

Square Dance Evenings are held in
the Men's Common Room every Mon-
day evening during the second term
from 8 to 10 p.m.

S. R. BROWN,
Physical Education Officer.

Health Magazine
The College Library is receiving
current copies of the lay magazine
of the American Medical Association
—*“Today’'s Health.” This magazine
will be valuable to teachers as source
material for Human Biology classes
and Health Education. AsS the aim
of the publication is to ‘inform its
readers about modern medicine’ it
should also interest those who like to
keep informed on modern medical
practice, parents, and anyone inter-
ested in retaining and improving his

or her health.
—S. R. BROWN.
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Bis main points can be summed up
ition eaiy trefollowing propositions,
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@ The French are only interested
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IN FRY :g Indo-China is not our affair

dother nations should keep out of

The war is most uneconomical
regards France, hence France
N SALEoud quit the “senseless” battle.
Let us examine these.
Tre war is primarily imperialistic.
\While in its beginning phases the
may have been purely one_of
naliam versus French colonial-
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ism is it not so today. The national-
ist movement is now merely the ex-
pression of militant communism. Ho
Chi Minh the nominal leader of the
Viet Minh rebels, is a fervent com-
munist disciple and was politically
educated in Moscow; in other words
he is not a patriot but a representa-
tive of the ugly force of international
communism. Red General Gian the
military leader is also a known com-
munist. The French then are fight-
ing a movement national in name
only, strip away the nationalistic
disguise and the hungry communist
wolf appears. In other words the
French forces are fighting the same
movement which since the end of the
war has gobbled up Czechoslovakia
and most of Eastern Europe.

Behind the imposing facade of
freedom used by Ho Chin Minh lies the
steel chain of communistic slavery.

True the Indo-Chinese should have
their freedom but | fail to see the
difference between French or Com-
munistic imperialism.

Let us now look at Indo-China from
a stategical viewpoint.

Firstly let us have a look at a map
of the area. Indo-China borders three
nations, Burma, Thailand, and across
the bay of Siam the Malay peninsu-
lar. In both Burma and Malaya Com-
munist thugs are in rebellion against
the lawful authority. Fortunately in
these two cases the Communists did
not succeed in gaining control of any
nationalistic movement and have been
revealed for what they are, the
agents of International Communism.
If Indo-China falls let us look at the
picture again. Both rebellions would
then become positively dangerous for
they could now draw on supplies and
reinforcements of volunteers from
the nearby Communist armies. It is
quite on the cards that in such cir-

cumstances that Malaya could not
be held. In other words Malaya’'s
rubber and tin would come under

Communist control.

Japanese war strategy in the East
was based on the following.

(€8]
way is open for a quick attack on the
Malay peninsular and we have
Malaya. Indonesia must fall as the
Malaya peninsular is like a dagger
pointing east-wards. Once we have
Indonesia Melanesia must fall and
the way is open for the capture of
Australia and New Zealand. | don’t
have to remind readers that they did
not ntiss by much. A relevant point
is that the Japanese only committed
half their army to the Pacific.

Indo-China too has a large rice
surplus and this is what China wants.
This rice surplus can be used as an
economic weapon, especially against
India.

Thus Indo-China must be held on
both military and economic grounds.

It would be better to hold as much
of Indo-China as we can than suffer
the results of losing it.

The second proposition that “The
French are only interested in re-
establishing their colonial power” is
also incorrect.

The Fi'ench if they could would
gladly evacuate the country, but
France is also a member of the free

nations and from a strategical aspect
the area must be held. In other
words because of the present situa-
tion the United States, New Zealand
and Australia do not want the French
to evacuate.

The third proposition “Other
nations should keep out of the con-
flict” would result in millions of
people coming under the dread control
of war communism. Czechoslovakia
and Abyssinia are two other cases
where the enslavement of peoples
were not our affair.

The fourth proposition has more
merit. The war has cost France a
terrible amount in both men and
money. From the French point of
view the war has resulted in a terrible
loss of young officers for the rank
and file are mainly Germans or Viet-
namese. A rather good remark was
made regarding the fall of Dien Bien
Phu, two nations are interested in
the outcome. France because a
French General commands the garri-
son and West Germany because
eighty per cent of the troops were
Germans. Fort Isabella, the last
point to fall was entirely manned by,
Germans.

Thus if one looks at Indo-China
from a general as distinguished from
a particular aspect one sees that the
rebellion is really the attack of mili-
tary communism. This attack is just

as real as the invasion of South
Korea and in like case it must be
stopped. One must not be blinded

by the rattle of Ho Chin Minh’s cries
for independence. After all the only
independence he has to offer is the
same sort, that Poland and the other
East European nations enjoy. True
the Vietnamese should have their in-
dependence but from a military,
economic, social and Christian aspect
it must not be a Communist one. Far
too much attention is paid to the as-
pect of Vietnamese independence by
pseudo intellectuals who swallow
every Communist catch call and at-
tempt to gloss over Communist ag-
gression. We must be realists and
see the position as it actually is and
not as some other body wishes us to
see it. Camouflage is useful in war
and the Communists know that it also
has its advantages during peace.

In conclusion | ask the reader to
answer to himself the following ques-
tions:

(1) Who or what nations have pro-
vided the so called liberation armies
with modern weapons, supplies, artil-
lery and ammunition.

(2) Who are the regular cadre
who direct the Viet Minh armies in
battle (mass tactics used are

Given control of Indo-China thechijnese).

(3) Which nations have a direct

interest in the success of the Viet
Minh armies ?
(4) Why does each Viet Minh

battalion have a political adviser who
is a communist?

(5) If the rice bowl of S.E. Asia
falls, how long can we remain out of
the conflict; after all once the French
are cleared out the only European
controlled area in Asia is Malaya
(this is correct unless we regard
Communism as a European phenom-
ena).

(6) What is the difference between
French and Communist Imperialism?
(note: Communism cannot be nation-
al; readers who disagree should re-
read works by St. Marx and Leniri on
the subject).

— TROTSKY.

Copy for the next
issue of "Craccum™
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Ponderables

with Foxglove

TT is not really sufficient to direct

attention to the best that has been
said and done in the ancient world.
The result is static, repressive, and
promotes a decadent habit of mind.

'T'HERE are two ways to slide easily
*» through, life: Namely, to believe
everything, or to doubt everything;
both ways save us from thinking.

Y¥7E are not to suppose that pro-
'’ gress implies that there is in de-
tail no retrogression — no resolution
of higher entities into others of a
lower status — no degradation or
descent within the pyramid. Disinte-
gration no less than integration has
to be reckoned with in the history of
natural systems.

'"T'HE principle of realism means

denial of the ideal.

VET all the world knows that even
a single line can arouse emotion.
IJOW many errors have been and
Aare being committed through
vague and confused intuition?
ICULTURE is based on the existence
~ of rules. Such rules are the

essential instruments of freedom .

~ 0 be is to be related.

TT is interesting that language can
state facts. It is also interesting
that it can state falsehoods.

ICRITICISM is thought of as if its
~  business were not explication of
the content of an object but a pro-
cess of acquittal or condemnation on
the basis of merits or demerits.

v|(h.a £ we can progress consists in
" co-ordinating ideas with realities.

TT is a safe rule to apply that when
1 a philosophical author writes with
a misty profundity, he is talking non-
sense. Indeed high priests in every
profession devise elaborate rituals
and obscure language as much to con-
ceal their own ineptness as to awe the
uninitiated.

TANE of the great obstacles to a free
~  consideration of the details of our
human plight is our tendency to re-
gard familiar notions as ‘sacred’;
that is, too assured to be questioned
except hy the perverse and wicked.

EVERYTHING comes from every-

thing, and everything is made out
of everything, and everything returns
into everything, because whatever ex-
ists in the elements is made out of
those elements.

rTHE machine is here to stay. It is
the forerunner of the democracy
that is our dearest hope.

VOBODY has yet offered any sort of

reasonable explanation why any-
one should be drinking without the
intention of getting drunk.

AND while we are on the subject of

spurious cankers, can anybody tell
me why corduroy trousers are con-
sidered not quite the thing in certain
quarters?
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Currie on U.N.Z.
(Continued from page 1)

means to pay for certain University
of New Zealand activities comes.
Those worthy examination subjects
which are responsible fot the favour-
able balance are mainly Accountancy,
University Entrance and Medicine;
and University Entrance fhowa ft
credit balance largely because of the
accrediting system.

Scholarships

By far the largest expenditure by
the University of New Zealand from
the balance of its fee income goes
into Scholarships at the undergradu-
ate, graduate and postgraduate level.

It is true that the whole
Scholarship system has been built
up on fees without consulting the
people who had to pay them, but
I doubt if you would criticise the
system as unwise or short-sighted.
It has been of inestimable benefit
both inside the Colleges and for
overseas travel to a large number
of gifted New Zealanders since
the system was established away
back in 1872.

If we assume that the cost of travel
for Senate, Academic Board, Grants
Committee, Entrance Board and other
committee meetings are met by the
Government grant, then the whole
cost of running the office, conducting
examinations and giving degrees
would be paid for from fee income,
but the whole surplus is taken up in
paying for Scholarships.

What does it do?

We may now consider the service
which the University of New Zealand
renders to the whole University sys-
tem under the five heads Academic,
Finance, Scholarship, Special Schools
and Research. We repeat here again
something that needs always to be
remembered, that of course the Col-
leges are the real centres of learning
and the real universities in the -ordin-
ary sense, although the Univeristy
of New Zealand is the only body in
the Dominion which has a charter
from the Crown to confer degrees.

ACADEMIC. The teaching work is
done at the Colleges and the actual
content of the subjects taught is in
the main determined by the people re-
sponsible for teaching them, as it
should be, and only the most general
outline is set out in the University’s
Calendar.

As far as | am aware, all
teachers in the University can
teach their subjects in the way
they think best and can do such
research as they think most
worthy without any restraint put
upon them by the University, or
by its Statues. The teacher is
free to teach his proper discipline
as he thinks best and to claim
otherwise today is, | believe, only
to beat a long dead horse. In
any case the remedy, if any were
needed, is in the hands of the
Academic Board.

It was not ever thus because in
the old days of the examining Uni-
versity, very precise prescriptions
were set out for courses and examin-
ations were carried out by examiners
overseas; nowadays the teacher is also
the examiner in his own subject.

Uniformity of standards

In its enthusiasm for further de-
volution of responsibility to the Col-
leges, the University is now trying
as fast as it can to get the Colleges
to accept full responsibility for doing
all the examining and keeping the
students’ records where they belong—
close to the student body. Through
the Academic Board, however, the
University does set a general pattern
for the courses of study which must
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be followed for its degrees, maintain
a certain uniformity of standards and
tries to safeguard the interest of stud-
ents who move between Colleges dur-
ing the year. Occasionally it has a
full discussion on matters of major
educational policy.

It is true that a reasonable uni-
formity of standards can now be
obtained throughout the system by
the very fact that College staffs have
become large enough and experienced
enough to see that a good standard of
teaching is maintained at each centre.
The necessity for any detailed central
control has through this fact been re-

duced, though opinions may differ
about the amount of uniformity that
is still desirable.

The Senate is considering at pres-
ent a suggestion by the Chancellor
that a Curriculum Committee be set
up which will have powers derived
from the Senate to approve courses
submitted by the Colleges even if
considerable diversity of courses is
suggested. This would allow Colleges
more autonomy in expressing their
individual philosophy of education and

If. 0. AL Onrrla

the Curriculum Committee’'s duty
would mainly be to see that high
standards are maintained and that

the interests of the students should
be safeguarded when different
courses are offered at different
centres.

Examinations

Centralisation of Entrance and

other examinations as at present has
at least the merit that it provides the
machinery for even standards of at-
tainment and for giving similar in-
dividual consideration to students in
special circumstances in all parts of
the Dominion. We have heard of
cases in other countries where laymen
in University Councils have been able
to interfere with examination results
through their overriding authority on
governing bodies; this is not possible
in New Zealand since only academic
men appointed by the University of
New Zealand as examiners, along
with other College teachers, have any
final power to pass or fail students.

The University seeks constantly to
maintain standards which will have
world-wide acceptance, while doing
everything possible to see that all
students get fair play.

FINANCE. The funds for staffing
and maintaining the University Col-
leges come, for the most part, as indi-

cated earlier, from Government
grants since fees from .students
represents in New Zealand on the

average only 135 per cent of the

total income of the Colleges. It must
be remembered also that about half
of the actual fees are paid for
through Government bursaries.

The precise costs per student are
difficult to assess since all Colleges
engage in research and have other
useful functions besides the training
of students, but for the sake of com-
putation we will asspme that all in-
come, unless especially earmarked for
research, goes to teaching students.

Free education!

Based on these assumptions, and
remembering the rather uncertain
basis of calculation, the following
costs per student in the Colleges in
different disciplines are:

Dental student about £400 p.a.
Agricultural student ... , £380
Medical student ... . £270
Engineering student ... , £265
Arts and Science ave. . £120

There is little need to stress the
obvious privilege the community ex-
tends to students in meeting the costs
of such university training. The Uni-
versity Grants Committee needs, how-
ever, to be most careful and con-
scientious in its recommendations to
Government for funds and the Col-
leges economical and efficient in their
application. Not only do high stand-
ards for admission need to be main-
tained but | believe that in cases of
repeated failure only very high fees
should justify students in continuing
University studies.

Through the block grant system
negotiated by the Grants Committee,
the Colleges retain their autonomy
and through the quinquennial grant
they are able to have continuity of
policy and to budget ahead. Although
the College Councils have this autono-
my in the use to which they put their
block grant, there is still a necessity
in the national interest for the Col-
leges to get approval from the Uni-
versity when new departments or new
Chairs are established since it is clear
that from a financial point of view it
would be impossible for every College
to proliferate in all directions without
considering the fact that New Zea-
land with only two million people is
not yet able to finance four «enarata
universities complete with all depart-
ments.

Of course, all universities do not
need to have all departments in order
to function as universities, neverthe-
less, the point I am making is that
for any new development it is neces-
sary, in the public interest, that there
should be a Dominion body to advise
on it so that the Government will not
incur undue expense.

Building

No major permanent building is
under construction at any University
College at the present time, and the
whole system is faced with the need
at the moment to catch up with the
serious deficiency in building from the
past and to prepare for the future
increase in student numbers.

The Government has been made
urgently aware of the position and it
is our hope that a rational, long-

range building plan for the Univers-
ity will be accepted shortly and
finances provided for its development.

Scholarships

Our policy is to assist gradu-
ates of high merit to go as far
as possible with their studies in
New Zealand and then after-
wards to give the specially gifted
the opportunity for study abroad
under recognised world authori-
ties.

Tuesday, July 13, 1954,
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