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The question "W hat is obscene" has been brought prominent­

ly before the public by recent prosecutions in Great Britain, cul-
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minating in the trial of Messrs Seeker and Warburg and their 

printer for publishing an obscene libel in the novel "The Philand­

erer", by Stanley Kauffman. We print below in abridged form the 

summing-up of Mr. Justice Stable, one of the most significant 

judicial utterances on the question of obscenity since Lord Chief

>uld si» 
ms also, 
allocated

Justice Cockbum's definition of the test of obscenity in 1868.

A jury of nine men and three women after a retirement of fifty
enter linutes brought in a verdict of Not Guilty.

who think with reverence that man is 
fashioned in the image of God, and you 
know babies are not born in this world 
dressed up in a frock coat or an equivalent 
feminine garm ent.

T his book is obviously and admittedly 
absorbed with sex, the relationship be­
tween the male and the female of the 
human species.

Two schools of thought

Approaching this m atter, which 
throughout the ages has been one of 
absorbing interest to men and women, you 
get two schools of thought. A t one 
extrem e you get the conception, I  venture 
to think, of the medieval Church— that 
sex  is s in ; that the whole thing is d ir ty ; 
that it was a mistake from  beginning to 
end and the less that is said about this 
wholly distasteful topic the better.

A t the other extrem e you get the line of 
thought which says that nothing but mis. 
chief results from  this policy of secrecy 
and covering up, that the whole thing 
is ju st part of God’s universe as anything 
else, and the proper approach to the 
m atter is one of frankness. I suppose that 
the extrem e expression of that view is 
to be found in nudist colonies.

And, I  suppose, somewhere between 
those two poles the average, decent, well- 
meaning man or woman takes his or her 
stand.

Adolescent standards

Members of the jury , remember the 
charge that the tendency of the book is to 
corrupt and deprave. Then you sa y : 
“W ell, corrupt or deprave w hom ?” and 
again the te s t : those whose minds are 
open to such immoral influences and into 
whose hands a publication of this sort 
may fall.

A re we to take our literary standards 
as being the level of something that is 
suitable for the decently brought up 
young female aged 14? O r do we go even 
further back than that to the sort of

books that one reads as a child in the 
nursery? T he answer to that is :  O f 
course not. A mass of great literature 
is wholly unsuitable for reading by the 
adolescent, but that does not mean that 
the publisher is guilty of a crim inal 
offence for making those w orks available 
to the general public,

Function of the novel
Members of the jury , I venture to sug 

gest to your line of thought the function 
of the novel. I am not talking about his­
torical novels, when people w rie a story 
of some past age. I  am talking about 
the contemporary novelist. B y  “the con­
temporary novelist” I mean the novelist 
who holds up a m irror to the society of 
his own day, and the value of the novel' 
is not merely to entertain the contem-

Rodin's "The Kiss" (1886) . . .

What did Mrs Grundy think?

IlllllllllllilllllllllliilllllllllllllllllM

poraries of the nov el; it stands as a 
record or a picture of the society when it 
was written.

In the world in which we live today it 
is important that we should have an 
understanding of how life is lived and 
how the human mind is working in those 
parts of the world which are separated 
from us in point of space, and, at a time 
like today, when ideas and creeds and 
processes of thought seem, to some extent, 
to be in the melting-pot and people are 
bewildered and puzzled o know in what 
direction humanity is headed.

Lives of people today
T his is an American novel, w ritten by 

an American, published originally in New 
Y ork , and purpoting to depict the lives 
of people living today in New Y o rk . I f  
we are going to read novels about how 
things go in New Y ork , it would not be

of much assistance, would it, if, contrary 
to the fact, we were led to suppose that 
in New Y o rk  no unmarried woman of 
teen age has disabused her mind of the 
idea that babies are brought by storks or 
are sometimes found in cabbage plots or 
under gooseberry bushes?

Putting ideas into young heads
You have heard a good deal about the 

putting of ideas into young heads. Really, 
is it books that put ideas into young 
heads, or is it nature? W hen a boy or 
a girl reaches that stage in life’s journey 
when he or she is passing through that 
most perilous part of the journey that we 
call “adolescence,” and finds him self or 
herself traversing an unknown country 
without a map, without a compass, and 
sometimes, I am afraid, from  a bad home, 
without a guide, it is the natural- change 
from childhood to  m aturity that puts ideas 
into young heads. It  is the business of 
parents and teachers and the environment 
of society, so far as is possible to  see that 
those ideas are wisely and naturally 
directed to the ultimate fulfilment of a 
balanced individual life.

Created by an author
You may agree that it is a good book, 

or a bad book, or a moderate book. It 
is at least a book. It  is the creation of 
a human mind, and it depicts people 
created by the author in their environ­
ment. T h e  su bject-m atter of the w ork is 
the relationship of the two sexes. I f  you 
look at the front page, you will see the 
tex t. I t  is taken from  a V ictorian  poet, 
B row n in g :

“W h at of soul was left, I  wonder,
W hen the kissing had to stop?” 

and I suppose men and women of all ages 
have wondered that.

Theme of the book
T he theme of this book is the story of 

the rather attractive young man who is 
absolutely obsessed with his desire for 
women. I t  is not presented as an adm ir­
able thing, or a thing to be copied. It 
is not presented as a thing that brought 
him happiness or any sort of permanent 
satisfaction, and throughout the book you 
hear the note of impending disaster. T he 
book does deal with the realities of human 
love or of human intercourse. T h ere  is 
no getting away from  that, and the 
Crown sa y : 'W ell, that is sheer filth.”

I t  may be an error of taste to w rite 
about it. It  may be a m atter in which 
perhaps old-fashioned people would de­
plore the reticence that was observed in 
these m atters yesterday. B u t is it sheer 
filth?

Now, there is another aspect of the 
book, and it certainly is not pretty. T he 
author traces the m oral thought of this

(Continued on page 7)
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Members o f th e  ju r y ,  th e  c h a r g e  a g a in s t  
to companies, w h o m  y o u  c a n n o t  se e , a n d  
se individual w h o m  y o u  c a n , is  a  c h a r g e  
I publishing w h a t is  c a lle d  a n  o b sc e n e
be!.

The verdict y o u  w ill  g iv e  is  a  m a tte r  o f  
try real im p o rta n c e , in  i ts  c o n se q u e n c e s ,

: ie two c o m p a n ie s  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l.
[ is of im p o rtan ce  t o  a u th o r s  w h o , f r o m  
lie minds and im a g in a t io n , c r e a t e  im a g in -  
ry worlds fo r  o u r  e d if ic a t io n , s o m e tim e s , 
or our am u sem en t, a n d  s o m e tim e s , to o , 
or our escape. I t  is  a  m a tt e r  o f  v a s t  
nportance to  th e  c o m m u n ity  in  g e n e r a l ,  
o the adolescent, p e rh a p s , in  p a r t ic u la r , 
pd, in add ition  to  th a t , i t  is  o f  g r e a t  
nportance in r e la t io n  to  th e  fu tu r e  o f  th e  
ovel in th e  c iv il is e d  w o r ld  a n d  th e  
&ture g en era tio n s, w h o  c a n  o n ly  d e r iv e  
heir knowledge o f  h o w  w e  liv ed , th o u g h t  
nd acted fro m  th e  l i t e r a tu r e  o f  t h e  a g e .
Your verd ict w ill  h a v e  a  g r e a t  b e a r in g  

pon where th e  l in e  is  d ra w n  b e tw e e n  
berty and th a t  fr e e d o m  t o  r e a d  an d  
hink as the s p ir it  m o v e s  u s, a n d  lic e n c e , 
(rhich is an a f f r o n t  to  s o c ie ty , o f  w h ic h  
it are all, e a ch  o f  u s, a  m e m b e r .

Today's test
[The test to d a y  is  e x t r a c te d  f r o m  a  
Itcision of 1868, a n d  th e  te s t  o f  o b s c e n ity  
k this: W h e th e r  th e  te n d e n c y  o f  t h e  
totter is to  d e p ra v e  a n d  c o r r u p t  th o se  
those minds a r e  o p e n  to  su c h  im m o r a l 
influences, and in to  w h o s e  h a n d s  a  p u b li­
cation of th is s o r t  m a y  fa l l .  Y o u r  ta s k  
■ to decide w h e th e r  y o u  th in k  th a t  th e  
tendency o f th e  b o o k  is  to  d e p ra v e  th o s e  
those minds to d a y  a r e  o p e n  to  su ch  

■immoral in flu en ces a n d  in to  w h o s e  h a n d s  
■the book m ay f a l l  in  th is  y e a r , o r  la s t  
pear, when it  w a s  p u b lish e d  in  th is  
puntry, or n e x t  y e a r  o r  t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  
■that. ’
■  Considering th e  c u r io u s  c h a n g e  o f  
■approach fro m  o n e  a g e  to  a n o th e r , i t  is 
p ot uninteresting to  o b s e r v e  th a t  in  th e  
I  course ot the a r g u m e n t o f  th e  c a s e  in  1 8 6 8  
p c  rhetorical q u e s t io n  w a s  a s k e d : W h a t  
■on be more o b sc e n e  th a n  m a n y  p ic tu r e s  
publicly e x h ib ite d , su c h  a s  th e  V e n u s  in 
■the Dulwich G a l le r y ?  T h e r e  a r e  so m e
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‘Profuse Strains O f Unpremeditated A r t . . .

According to the authorities, English is for all practical purposes the 
written language of this country. Furthermore the spoken language, which 
varies little in pronunciation vocabulary or idiom over the two islands, is 
recognized as a regional variant of received standard English. The New 
Zealand pronunciation of both Marlborough and Canterbury, so offensive 
to the English ear, is recognized as standard New Zealand English. Al­
though of little importance it must be noted that both the vagrant American 
scholar and the migratory South Islander can detect a considerable varia­
tion between the ‘San-Francisco-of-nineteen-ten’ accent of Auckland and 
the cultured old-world accent of the southern cities.

The written language in New Zealand is the same in all respects, 
except for minor variations in vocabulary, as that written in other English- 
speaking countries. ^

Although the English speaking government clerk in India and his 
English, Australian or Scots, counterpart observe quite different phonetic 
values in their speech and would have difficulty in understanding each other 
in their respective spoken language, they can communicate easily in the 
written language. They all share a common set of conventions relating to 
the written language, its spelling, grammer and idiom.

If this is so, as the authorities hold, why is it that so few of the contri­
butors to this paper share a common convention relating to spelling, 
grammar and idiom? A charitable explanation would be that the bulk 
of contributions comes from overseas students unfamiliar with our language 
as well as' our customs. This explanation has the added virtue of plaus­
ibility. However an exhaustive analysis of the texts throws this explanation 
in doubt. No know language or combination or languages can provide a 
consistent basis for these variants in, spelling, grammar and idiom.

The lack of technical ability in the writing of English, as distinct from  
the writing of good prose which is a rare ability, has received enough atten­
tion from the morally indignant to make further comment unnecessary.

This concern with the technique of expression is not to be construed 
to mean that we consider the language to be more important than the ideas 
expressed. To believe that the meaning and the instrument of expression 
can be so separated is a misunderstanding of the function of language. 
W hat we do wish to point out is that many correspondents are doing them­
selves and their ideas a disservice by their inability to write in English that 
is clear and unambiguous. A major falling is the lack of a critical faculty 
and an awareness of the use of words. /

Editorial policy is to accept contributions written in any of the major 
recognized variants of the English language. Minor deviations from any 
of these will be considered, but the dialectal variants of a minority of one, 
in spelling, grammar or idiom, will receive the treatment they deserve.

Just a  Thought

Some recent acquisitions
Conze, Edward.

Buddhism , its essence and development.
Cooper, M artin.

Russian Opera.
Crane, R obert I.

A spects o f Econom ic D evelopm ent in 
South Asia.

Farquhar, George.
T he D ram atick W orks, 1736.

Garner, S ir  H enry Mason.
O riental B lue and W hite. [Porcelain]

Gowing, T im othy.
V oice from  the R a n k s ;  a personal 
narrative of the Crimean campaign by 
a sergeant of the Royal Fusiliers.

G regory, W illiam  K ing.
Evolution E m erg in g ;  a survey of 
changing patterns from  primeval life 
to man.

Howes, F ran k  Stew art.
T h e M usic o f R alph Vaughan W illiam s.

O xford  U niversity Exploration  Club. 
N ew  H ebrid es  P a p e rs ;  scientific re­
sults of the O xford  U niversity E xp ed i­
tion to the New Hebrides, 1933-34.

Russell, S ir  Edw ard John.
W orld  P opulation  and W orld  F ood  
Supplies.

Sellm an, R oger Raymond.
A n Outline A tlas o f E astern  H istory.

W ood, A lexander.
T hom as Young, N atural P hilosopher, 
1773-1829.

Can't you find it?
In late years more and more students 

(and S ta ff)  have needed our help in 
finding books, articles and information, 
general or particular, for their work.

A  library, even of 90,000 vols., is pretty 
complex, and the “know w here” of its 
catalogue, bibliographies and reference 
books is not easily or quickly acquired.

But it’s a great help and saving of time 
to know the right way to go about 
things. T h is year we are lucky to have 
as Reference A ssistant in the L ibrary, 
Olive Johnson, F .L .A ., form erly A ssist­
ant R eference L ibrarian, Columbia U n i­
versity, New Y ork .

Anyone who gets “stuck” in using the 
L ibrary  should make use of M iss Jo h n ­
son. I f  you are in doubt how to make 
even a start, then ask her first.

Olive Johnson is co-editor of the fam ­
ous Guide to R eference B ook s) supple­
ment to 7th ed ition), a contributor to 
various periodicals and the Encyclopedia 
A m ericana. H er desk is next the In ter­
loan A ssistant’s desk beside the encyclo­
pedias and bibliographies. She, or other 
senior assistants, will (by request) con­
duct small groups round the L ibrary  
explaining its arrangem ent and services.

. . . with "Mugwump"

T h ere is no more news to rep 
m ajor staff changes or big buildingjj 
grammes, so that this is a good tim 
mention a new College Council 
dating A ct w hich will take its fi 
in the Council elections in June.

T he original College A ct was pas>d| 
1882 and has since frequently 
amended, this being a final “tidying 
F o r  example, there will be six repr 
tatives of the graduates instead of 
two M .P .’s instead of three; one rei 
sentative of all the Auckland Seen 
Schools (a  new step) ; and1 three 
sentatives from  the Governor-Genenil 
before.
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A ltogether, these changes, particuiq 
the introduction of a representative) 
secondary schools and increase in 
sentatives of graduates, may change! 
balance of the College Council.
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Even if they are “no longer interes 
in politics or students affairs”, stm 
at A .U .C . probably retain an inh 
distrust for governing bodies, and i 
well watch the results of the June i 
tions carefully.
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The term "fresher” (or "freshman” ) is steeped in tradition and there 
does not appear to be very much that we can do about changing it, but there 
is something that we can do about changing the way in which it is frequently 
used.

Then new student at the University is soon made very aware of the fact 
that he is embarking upon something new and a little strange, and is often 
harried with such thought^ as "How will I fare?” especially when, looking 
about him, he is confronted on all sides by graduates and senior students 
(second-year to o ), all with the blase university look.

W e suggest that the duty of all students, from second years to cani 
dates for Masters-’ degrees, is not to stress that new students are “fre 
ers”, not to give them the impression, no matter how unintentiona 
that we are beyond their stage, but rather as fellow students, to help tl 
all we can in becoming accustomed to their new surroundings and to wl 
really amounts to a new "way of life”.

This is one of the most important aims of Orientation Week, 
would be a pity if all the work done in Orientation were undone by til 
thoughlessness of some students in their attitude toward the first yean] 
University students have a habit of stressing that they are no longtrj 
children and therefore should not be treated as such.

This should serve as a useful reminder to a large number of students 
who, by their pretentious attitude towards first years, do just the thingW 
which they themselves object when on the receiving end.

First year students are, and must be regarded as matriculated students 
of the University of New Zealand. They are entitled to participate in a  
activities without being sorted out and eternally labelled as “freshers'. 
There is no valid reason why they should not be accepted as equals by al 
students of the College. They are here to learn, and so are we.
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Boxers and Scholars
by Mugwump

The meeting of the Executive held on March 7th w as well attended, 
cany o f the members were still sunburnt from the vacation, and on the 
ihole, th e  matters raised were interesting and sensibly discussed, 
sc., like everyone else, is pobably glad to be back at work.

Before discussing the two controversial topics, the application for 
filiation to the W orld University Service, and the Boxing Club’s appli- 
Ition for an urgent grant, some minor, but nevertheless significant 
itters arose.

oumament Ball
Kevin Treacey reported that Tourna- 

’s *°. rut Ball will be held in the Tow n H all 
building) |̂Urrah! And how typical that at last

a good time ^ we do get to the Tow n H all for a 
.ouncil Cctiii in jt js a Sports celebration !
:e its fr 
l June.

t was pas-: 
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Theatre for Revue
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Publications R o o m
es, particniiif Xearer home, P eter
resentatm i Lds to buy furniture for the new Publi-
rease in ri 
lay change 
incil.

Carnival, reports

Ltd. have again refused us the use 
His Majesty’s T heatre  for Revue. It 
very frustrating that the only good 
itre in Auckland is held by such a

B oag asked for

Is Room. I f  only our aesthetic 
ses were better developed, its very 

tininess might put us off using it for 
tything else besides “business”. A s it 

the solitary window and1 the absence 
a telephone become of little impor- 
:e.

n g e r  inter)
’a i r s ” , stud 
n  a n  ini 
d i e s ,  and 
t h e  Jun e eli

lowns at Exec, meetings
Later, t h e  President moved that the

Briner tradition of w earing gowns at 
Executive meetings be revised. T h is

T ISSUE ^ 011 was Passefl with little discussion,
tot for the decision to wear the gowns 
olv in the winter term . Since they will 

l  ISSU6 0 |c robing in E x ec . Room  itself, no-one 
j it I w ill have the honour of seeing them, 

c lo s e  a Dd since they re to wear gowns only in 
•inter, I suggest they be allowed to bring 

MARCH blankets and warm ing pans instead (un­
less, o f course, their w inter resolutions

)lQCe COd irt ôun(̂  t0 &reater dignity and
q  r e a s o n . '

^raccum"

B oxing Club has been defunct for 
some years, hut A .U .C . has continued to 
enter a boxing team at Tournam ent, 
often untrained, and usually defeated. 
They now have 12 signed members, prob­
ably another 15 to come, and want £57, 
half of which is intended for trainer’s 
fees.

As P eter Boag pointed out, the delega­
tion did not deserve any attention at all 
as it did not bother to go through the 
usual channels. N either had it shown 
signs of self-help as, for instance;, did the 
Row ing Club by raising £50 before apply­
ing for a grant. It  appears further that, 
in contrast to a £3 fee for outside clubs, 
this boxing club has a fee of £1 per year 
for training.

T h e delegation said “W e must have 
training, and boxing is such an expensive 
sport,” but as B rian  H orton said,— there 
are plenty of expensive sports . . .

Those in favour of the scheme remind­
ed E x e c , that it is bound to help Tou rna­
ment teams and that B oxing  Club may be 
excused their disregard of the usual 
channels on the grounds that they need 
money at once.

E xecutive was about divided on this 
issue, but finally referred it to a special 
sub-committee.

What are you doing about billetting 
during Easter Tournament? Unless the 
present rate of offers for billets is con­
siderably increased, there just isn't 
going to be any Tournament.

If you can help, please call at the 
Students' Association Office and com­
plete a billetting form.

Even if you are not taking an active 
part, this gives you the opportunity to 
do your bit and to join in the thick of 
things—with free tickets as well.

SCIENCE SOCIETY

D espite all that's u r a te  on 
T he prote on,
N o reason
E xists for the meason

However, light (quantised) is about to 
be shed upon this mysterious whatnot,, 
and others, by Dr. John W rig h t. On 
Tuesday 22nd, in the Chem istry T heatre, 
at 8 p.m., he will lecture to Sc i Soc. on 
“P artic les”. Despite D r. W rig h t’s assur­
ance that even he doesn’t know what he 
is talking about, all physicists, non­
physicists, and othercists are encouraged 
to attend this meeting. F orget about the 
A-bomb, the H-bomb and the H -look, and 
get down to fundamentals. W ill there 
ever be an M-bomb, with gunpowder, 
meson and plot? H ear our dynamic 25- 
jew el speaker; don’t be one of the disap­
pointed thousands who wished they had 
attended. A  suppec. afterw ards will en­
able you to recover from  the shock of 
the disclosures.

)im door.
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World University Service
'he application for affiliation to the 
W.U.S. was discussed at great length. 
The W .U .S . are first, to raise
money for students in distress overseas, 

i r s  to candr aid secondly, to foster international good­
will, which includes helping overseas 
-ludents at A .U .C. Superficially, these 
amsmay coincide with those of CO S E C ,

a r e  “fresh- 
ntentionally,
:o help them . university organization of non-commun- 

<l countries, but A .U .C . cannot be affilia- 
:td to more than one body with the same 
lims. Discussion on the m atter was 
Tully deferred pending a report from 
Brian Horton about the activities of 
W.U.S.

Boxing Club delegation
Finally, a B oxing  Club delegation 

applied for a grant o f £57. T h is deve- 
into a very lively discussion —  

everyone had! a definite opinion, and most 
of them valid reasons for their opinions, 
am mentioning this m atter in detail be­

cause, in some aspects, it seems typical of 
muiy club applications for money.

THE LITERARY SOCIETY

To the freshers:
A s notice of the U niversity L iterary  

Society did not find its way into this 
year’s O rientation Handbook, we take 
this opportunity o f announcing ourselves. 
T he Society holds its meetings every 
three weeks or so in the W om en’s com­
mon room or at members’ homes. V arious 
speakers are invited to address members 
on subjects of literary  or general cul­
tural interest, and meetings usually con­
clude with an “all-in” discussion.

O fficers for this year are as fo llow s: 
Student C h airm an : C. K . Stead 
S e c re ta ry : T . M acFarland  
Com m ittee: J .  B arr, D. Clements, Joan  

M cG regor, Rosalind Owen, G. 
G riffiths.

T h e society hopes that freshers will 
attend as many of these meetings as they 
have time f o r : there is no fee, no form al 
method of joining— ju st come along and 
hear the talks as they are advertised on 
the student notice-boards.

Our first meeting:
T his is of special interest, as we have 

persuaded F ran k  Sargeson (accepted 
generally as New Zealand’s forem ost 
prose-w riter since K atherine M ansfield) 
to talk about his experiences as a full­
time w riter in New Zealand. A ll students 
should be interested in the literature of 
their own country, and no-one interested 
in New Zealand w riting can afford to 
miss this opportunity of hearing what our 
forem ost practitioner has to say about the 
problems he has had to face. T h e  talk 
will be entitled “Can a N.Z. w riter live 
by his w ritin g?” and will be given in 
the W om en’s Common Room  on Monday 
28th M arch, commencing at 8 p.m. W e 
urge the Freshers to attend in force. A  
display of M r. Sargeson’s published 
works, soon to be arranged in the library, 
will give students who are unacquainted 
with his w ork an opportunity to see some­
thing of his achievement.

Kiwi:
Copy collected last year by the editors 

C. K . Steed and R . R . D yer is at last in 
order for the printer. T he departure of 
Rob D yer for England a few months ago 
has slowed up the process of publication, 
but it is expected that this worthwhile 
collection of poetry, short-sories and, 
criticism — probably the best of its kind 
from A .U .C . for many years— will be out 
this term.
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OPEN FORUM

Here They Com e!
University Problems

Sirs,
I  was very interested to read the dis­

cussion of U niversity problems in the 
recent Craccum  supplement, especially as, 
coming from  England, I have seen some­
thing of the other systems mentioned.

I  have been impressed by the way the
A . U . C .  degree course is so well adapted 
to  the needs of the part-tim e students 
and those needing a broad degree, e.g. 
for teaching. But I  would like to empha­
size the advantages of the Honours B .Sc . 
course for students needing to specialize.

T hese are usually, of course, the able 
students who come to the University, hav­
ing already attained a higher standard 
at school than those with the bare en­
trance qualification, and are fit to begin 
their U niversity course at Stage I I  level.

It  is recognised that teaching in Stage 
I  must begin at a fa irly  elem entary level 
for the sake of those studying the subject 
for the first time, and those not fortunate 
enough to receive adequate teaching at 
school. T h e Honours students, having 
begun at Stage I I  are then able, in their 
3rd year to reach the “Boundary of 
Know ledge” and attain that more de­
tailed knowledge than is required by the 
ordinary student in the Pass degree, but 
without prolonging their course to the 
extent necessary to produce a thesis for 
a M aster’s degree.

— June W illis.

Catholic Education and the State
Rugged, six  foot two, fifty-one-year-old 

D r. P . T . B . M cK eefry  has stirred up 
the biggest religious and political hornets* 
nest N.Z. has seen for a long day, with 
th is : “no money, no fight” suggestion.

W h at the Archbishop said w a s :
“W e are tired of being fobbed off, and 

I  say that should another war come, and 
if it is to be fought overseas, then my 
thought at the moment is that I  would 
be inclined to call on our own men to 
stay at home, whilst they who deny us 
Ju stice  here, can do the fighting over­
seas.”

T h e Archbishop then is stating again 
that Ju stice  is being denied the Catholic 
minority. T h e question then is whether 
a m inority has any rights in a corporate 
state. In  other words is the State all- 
powerful.

The moral law
In  New Zealand the executive has 

recognized that there is a moral law high­
er than that of the State, and this is 
shown by the fact that conscientious ob­
jecto rs  are tolerated. In  other words the 
rights of m inority are allowed even 
though the vast m ajority  has declared 
otherwise.

T h is I  consider has set a precedent. 
Thus my premise that a m inority does 
have rights seems to be justified.

T h e initial premise believed by all 
Catholic parents is that there is a law of 
God and a law of State. I f  these clash 
then that of God is correct. No reasoning 
person will deny this. Now Catholic 
parents also wish their children to go to 
heaven and the best way of ensuring this 
js  to give them a good sound Christian 
education, and this is provided in the 
Catholic schools.

Historical background
Previous to the 1860’s the State recog­

nized the fact that parents had the right 
to send children to schools of their own 
choosing, and Church schools were sub­
sidized.

-LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
A fter the 1860’s however the State 

declared that in the interests of a unified 
education system all education would be 
provided by the State, and it would be 
free, secular and compulsory. Catholics 
rebelled against the idea of secular educa­
tion. T hey  argued that children have a 
right to learn about God, and this should 
not be divorced from  the education 
system. In  other words the belief of his 
religion must be instilled in the child at 
the same time as he is prepared for the 
battle of life. A ccording to Catholics 
religion is the arm our of a persons ch ar­
acter, and without the arm our the person 
is weakened before he enters on life’s 
battle.

T h e question now is, as the State  has 
laid down a system of education for all, 
has the Catholic minority any right to 
ask the State to let them educate their 
children as they wish it. T h e  State in its 
wisdom has said yes, and then at the same 
time has asked these parents to contribute 
to the cost of the secular schools.

Money for nothing
T h is may be good business practice as 

the S ta te  is getting money for nothing, 
but is the process ju st. Obviously the 
State is not entitled to this money eithel 
from  a business or a moral standpoint. 
T h e real criterion should be whether the 
C atholic'education system is beneficial to 
the State, and if so then the State  should 
support that system.

O f course the Catholic education system 
has proved beneficial to the S tate  both 
financially and morally.

T h e ju stice of the C atholics’ claims lies 
in the fact that the State  recognizes their 
schools and their education system. T h e  
real reason why governm ents have not 
returned the money that they are em­
bezzling year after year is that few have 
the courage to return that money. Public 
opinion frightened some of the great men 
of our day to such an extent that they be­
came subservient to it, loosing all individ­
uality, personal character and honesty.

T h e  problem is not really a religious 
one, nor are Catholics seeking ‘aid’ or 
‘grants’ from  anyone, nor are they looking 
for charity. T hey  are asking for nothing 
more than ju stice for their children.

The children first
T o  approach this national problem co r­

rectly  the emphasis should be placed on 
the New Zealand child, no m atter where 
or to whom he goes for his education. I f  
we concentrate on the child and have allo­
cated to each child from  government 
funds a yearly amount sufficient to edu­
cate him we would be acting ju stly  and 
applying a principle freely acknowledged 
and already applied in other fields in 
N.Z., as in the case of child endowment 
and the hospital benefit. A ll m others 
receive child endowment which is based 
on the need of the child. T h e religious 
belief of the mother, or the lack of it, 
is not considered.

I f  a patient enters a private hospital 
rather than a public one he carries his 
hospital benefit with him. In  theory the 
money is paid to him, but in practice in 
the interests of sane administration a 
lump sum is paid to the hospital to cover 
him. I f  the hospital happens to be con­
ducted by the S isters of M ary or of Com ­
passion no one says, or I  hope wants to 
say, that the payment to them of the 
patient’s benefit constitutes government 
‘aid’ or grant to the Catholic Church.

T h e  sum required to educate a New 
Zealand child can be worked out fairly  
easily. I f  that sum w ere paid, in theory 
to each child, but in practice in a lump 
sum to the Education Departm ent for

those attending public schools, and to the 
controlling bodies of private schools, we 
would have nothing more than ju stice for 
all the children in New Zealand, and 
another application of a principle accepted 
by all the people of N.Z.
Natural right

A s I  have stated parents (a ll parents) 
have a god-given right to choose the type 
of education to be given to their children. 
T h is natural right is included in the 
D eclaration of R ights of the United 
Nations, in the drawing up of which New 
Zealand played a leading part, and which 
the government of N.Z. signed on behalf 
of the people of New Zealand.

In  the exercise of their right some N.Z. 
parents send their sons and daughters to 
public schools, others send them to pri­
vate schools which are certified by the 
State. Catholic parents believe that their 
conscience binds them to give their child 
ren an education in which religion holds 
its proper place. T o  satisfy this obliga­
tion of conscience they have set up their 
own schools. I t  is from  Catholic parents 
who carry  this heavy burden for con­
science sake, as well as from  their fellow 
citizens where children go to public 
schools, that the education funds for the 
upkeep of public schools are raised by 
taxation.

T h e  Catholic claim, and surely it is 
undeniable, is that all the children, and 
not only 6 5 %  of them, should share in 
the distribution of these funds, and that 
3 5 %  of the children should not suffer 
a clear in justice m erely because their 
parents exercise a natural right in send­
ing them  to private schools which are 
approved by the State, and which in the 
case of Catholic children also satisfy the 
conscientious requirements of their 
parents.
W e ask for justice

In  conclusion I  would ask all readers 
to  approach this question from  the view­
point of ju stice  and not to cloud the issue 
with religious bigotry. In  our beloved 
country, so young in history, old in its 
freedom, proud of its claim  of ju stice for 
all the people, how can any of us, P ro tes­
tant or Catholic, feel happy when the 
little ones of New Zealand are not treated 
equally at the time when they are being 
trained to be worthy of the New Zealand 
citizenship.

T h e  most important factor is that 
Catholics are not asking P rotestants to 
aid their schools but are asking them  to 
help erase an injustice.

— K evin Ryan.
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||!lllllllllll!llilllll!ll!!l!llll!lllllllllll!llllll!llllllllli

CLASSICAL SOCIETY
A t a meeting of the President, V ice- 

Presidents and Committee of A .U .C . 
Classical Society, the society’s activities 
for the first term  were arranged. P rof. 
E . M . B laik lock  will be giving a talk 
on 31st M arch, his subject being “T he 
M yth of the H eroic A ge”. M r. H . R . 
M inn who has recently joined the staff 
of the Classics Department, will address 
the society on April 28th. T h e society’s 
meetings are held in M r. Craw ley’s 
rooms, O ’R orke H all at 8 p.m. and are 
followed by supper and conversations.

FIELD CLUB
Freshers are especially welcome at 

F ield  Club’s next camp to be held at A na- 
whata (W e st C oast) on the week-end of 
the 19th and 20th of M arch. Come to 
this camp and find out what Field Club 

-is all about.
I f  you are interested in surf or sea­

weeds, ragged rocks or wragged rascals, 
coastal headlands or total bedlam, vege­
tation or degradation, sing-songs or ping- 
pong, come to Amawhata.

You won’t know Field  Club until you 
have been to a F ield  Club camp. Sign 
your name now on the list on the B iology 
B lo ck  notice board.

Also coming up— the Annual General 
M eeting of the Club on Tuesday, A pril 
5th. B rin g  along suggestions for this 
year’s camps, excursions and lectures.

OVERSEAS STUDEff 
NEWS

. . . with Allan Taylor

Austria
Accompanied by an escort of 

m otorcycles and motorised police, 
A ustrian students, Edward Edlitzl 
and N orbert W ittasek, last 
completed their triumphal entry 
Vienna after having covered more 
52,000 kilom etres around the world 
months in a m otorcycle and side-car 

Departing from  Vienna the two 
dents crossed South E ast Europe, 
N ear E ast, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
India. A fter visiting Ceylon, Hongi 
Form osa, K orea and Japan they en 
ed for the N orth American cos 
Having traversed Canada and the l'i 
States they returned to Europe by 
completing their tour of the worl 
Belgium , Holland and Germany.

Western Germany
T h e H am burg U niversity was 

only 35 years ago— at a time when 
democratic impulses were rallying 
economic, political and cultural 
after W orld  W a r I. T he city of Hi 
burg is first of all a commercial toi
a town of dockyards and of ships—aa ^  us ciose

i!d be seen fo 
let of last yea

took time for its citizenry to decide 
founding a university. F or many 
however, there had been Hamburg —  u . ,  
tutes of research, most of them conw ™rk c°nsidel 
with the city ’s world-wide trade. I to f
today’s university is noted above ail 
its courses in world economics, ethno 
colonial history, shipping, tropical 
eases and modern languages.

T h is university’s particular openc
edness for world affairs and its moi icefully co-exi
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and progressive scientific atmosj 
attract many students from abroad as 
as from  all parts of Germany. Whit 
1919 the enrollment was 1,700 it is 
7,000 today. Fou r student-homes 
330 of them, the others live in lodp L^Tthe'" Fas 
throughout the city. In  the course of P . 
years, 108 professorial chairs h a v e P n g t o t h e  o t h  
established, and the entire teaching; 
numbers 400.

Self-adm inistration of the student)

terms tha 
order to make 

was inadequ 
side includes 
geographical

Then there 1 
irld” and “s 

;er could not
is particularly advanced at this univers j the Chinese,
It maintains close contact with the to 
ing staff and with the municipal auth 
t ie s ; it also runs a labour exchangt 
the thousands of students d e p e n d e n t  
earning their way through u n i v e r s i t y .

Turkey
A newspaper backing the ruling Dta Eluding Fasci<

liberation, ̂ tha 
world. Agair 

to talk of den 
ism, which v 
lb Communism
Dn the “other 
lerence as o

cratic  party has demanded that 
m easures” be taken to prevent Turk is difference 
university* students fom participating and at least 
politics or displaying their politicals 
pathies. _

T he editor of the paper “Zafer”, j 
the time had come to end an “amid ill liberalism  
situation” that produced such displays i L 
prolonged applause for the secrea ihe speaker bel 
general of the ch ief Opposition pant; btion was ha 
the opening of Ankara University *H'es “Democi 
November last year. ask what was

T he editor said flatly, “No demons I the other h 
tions can be made against the Go t  wed the exten 
ment, nor can provocations for that ji ntries had a 
pose be allowed.” the belief of
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sOME PROBLEMS OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE
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Professor Airey pointed out that at the present time there was 
a new vogue for the term "Peaceful co-existence". Over recent 
months the term had been heard from Mr. Holland, Mr. Menzies 
and M r. Dulles, and after Sir Anthony Eden had returned from his 
mission to Washington, it was stated in the press that Sir Winston 
Churchill "liked Eden's term. Peaceful co-existence." Formerly 
however, the term was familiar from "the other side", and its 
history could perhaps be traced as far back as Lenin.

There had been co-existence for a long time, sometimes it had. been 
{aceful, but more recently, and certainly since the end of the Second 
fork! War, it had been a case of uneasy tension. The problem that faced 
today was to make co-existence the basis of a real peace with increasing 

►operation. The speaker’s earnest belief was that co-existence was the 
versity was foa fty basis °f a l°ng term peace, and that we should not forget that it was
t a time when: actual basis of the United Nations Organisation 
were rallying 
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Zealand provided a striking example of 
this democratic element within a capital­
ist system. B ut if the core of the W est­
ern B loc was composed of countries 
which had a liberal democratic tradition, 
would the bloc as a whole always remain 
so, and could the capitalist countries pre­
serve their liberalism ?

the system s that must 
drs and its md icefully co-exist? “E a st” and “W est” 
ientific atmospb k terms that were frequently used 

order to make a distinction, but surely 
was inadequate in that the core of 
side included1 only a small part of 
geographical W est and many coun- 
of the East could not be held to 

g to the other system.
Then there were the term s “free 
Id” and “slave world”, but the 

of the student linker could not con eive of himself tel- 
the Chinese, re jo icing  in their sense 

liberation, --that they were not of the
municipal ami» t world. Again, it was common among

to talk of democracy versus totalitar- 
which was intended to include 

Communism and Fascism .
)n the “other side” they viewed the 

ence as one between capitalism 
lg the ruling Da sclading Fascism ) and Socialism  and 

areas tending towards Socialism , 
difference of view is an important 

and at least needs examination.
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speaker believed that the last inter- 
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allies “Democracy” was getting made 
ask what was in fact being defended, 
the other hand this interpretation

.gainst the Goto ired the extent to which the capitalist 
ations for that Antrics had a democratic element and 

the belief of their peoples in it. New

This supplement is the second oi a  series 
to be presented in the first term. With 
each  issue, w e are  publishing one of the 
add resses delivered at the New Zealand  
University Students' Association Congress, 
held in January at Curious Cove in the 
M arlborough Sounds.

Because of its particular relevan ce to the 
present world situation and the im pact it 
had on those present at Curious Cove, we 
fully recomm end a  report on the address  
given by A ssociate-Professor A irey of the 
History Department of this College.

— Editors.

International competition

Peaceful co-existence involved peaceful 
competition internationally; the situation 
was not static and the real dangers lay in 
the areas which were not politically deter­
mined. A t present there were two com­
mitted a re a s :—

1 T he countries with a fairly  long and 
stable tradition of liberal capitalism : 
— GT.S.A ., N orth W estern  Europe 
and the B ritish  Dominions (exclud­
ing South A fr ic a ).

2 T he Socialist countries and countries 
m o v i n g  towards1 S o cia lism : -— 
U .S .S .R ., China, and the countries of 
E astern Europe.

Between these two blocs w ere, the 
undetermined a re a s :—

1 T he Great Pow ers defeated in the
last war which form erly did not have 
a liberal capitalist tradition and 
whose governments had been regard­
ed during the Second W orld  W a r as 
dangerous :— Germany and J  apan.
W hat was to be their future?

2 T he colonial areas of Asia, A frica, 
and Latin America. These included 
countries which had recently become 
independent or were at present seek­
ing independence, and those countries 
which were threatened with imperiqjr 
ism (Latin  A m erica).

It  was in these politically undetermined 
areas that there was competition and 
consequently a danger to peace. Germany 
today was completely divided and the 
attempt to integrate W estern Germany 
into one of the two great camps offered 
little prospect of peace because it aggra­
vated the problem of uniting Germany, 
jap an  was already integrated into the 
W estern bloc, but it was a fact scarcely 
accepted by the Japanese themselves, and 
in so far as it had been integrated, Japan 
remained a danger to p eace.J

In the colonial areas, however, such as 
Indo-China, there was a danger of inter­
nal conflict becoming international con­
flict. It was the great triumph of the 
Geneva Conference in 1954 that it had 
prevented this.

Subversion in Western tradition

T he term  “peaceful competition of 
differing systems” referred to inter­
national peace. Co-existence of two 
systems within one country was impos­
sible, and the struggle to decide what 
systems should prevail might involve re­
volt and civil war. In the M anila A gree­
ments there was a clause providing for 
consultation in cases of w hat was often 
referred to in the discussions as “sub­
version and infiltration”. T here was a 
great danger that this would be used to 
justify  intervention in the internal affairs 
of a country and even be made the excuse 
for allegations of aggression. I t  should 
be remembered that “subversion” was 
part of the tradition of the W e s t ; and 
Great Britain, the United States and 
France of today were the product of sub­
versive acts in the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries.

T his matter raised a problem of ideas 
and frontiers. As Mr. Clifton W ebb, till 
recently our Minister of E x tern a l A ffairs, 
had often observed, ideas could not be 
stopped by bullets. London, O xford, Cam­
bridge, Paris and W ashington were 
centres from which ideas had spread, as 
well as M oscow; and if H o Chi Minh 
was condemned as “trained in M oscow ”, 
he had also been trained in P aris  while 
it could be said that M r. N ehru was 
trained in Harrow and Cambridge.

Professor Airey

A dubious distinction

T he danger of intervention under the 
M anila P act was bought out by the 
attached “U nderstanding of the United 
S tates”, in which a distinction was made 
between aggression ■ and Communist 
aggression. In the first case the U .S . 
agreed only to consult about action, put­
ting non-communist aggression on the 
same footing as alleged subversion. Mr. 
W ebb stated that at the M anila Confer­
ence Air. Dulles had said that Communist 
aggression any where in the W orld — in 
which he probably included any form  of 
expansion of Communist power— was a 
danger to the security of the U .S ., while 
other aggression was not.

Siajri was indicated by the speaker as 
a country under a corrupt m ilitary dicta­
torship, with a resistance movement in the 
north-w est to which a number of dis­
illusioned young Siam ese liberals were re­
sorting, where an internal revolt might be 
made the excuse for intervention by the 
M anila powers and even charges of 
aggression.



The tendency to confuse the expansion 
of Communist influence with aggression 
was revealed by the frequent use, in con­
nection with the M anila agreements, of 
the words “to stop further communist 
aggression”. In Indo-China, as in China, 
the historical record showed that there 
was no question of ag g ression ; communist 
leadership had come to the front as part 
of a local movement, based on the experi­
ence of the people involved. I t  was fan­
tastic to attribute every communist ad­
vance to a plot hatched in Moscow.

W e should be clear that it was not a 
question whether we should resist aggres­
sion. M ost people agreed that we should 
but we must also respect the right of a 
people to choose its own system.

Lenin's statement clarified

Reference was made to the charge, 
often made to ju stify  A m erican policy, 
that Communism did not believe in peace­
ful international competition of differing 
systems, but was a standing threat to 
other countries, summed up in the term 
“Soviet Im perialism .” T h is was some­
tim es linked up w ith statement of Lenin 
that was quoted by Stalin in his On the 
P roblem s o f Leninism. In  this Lenin said 
that either the Soviet Republic or the 
Im perialist states “must “triumph in the 
end. And before that end supervenes, a 
series of frightful collisions between the 
Soviet Republic and the Bourgeois states 
will be inevitable.” As so often, this 
statement was treated without regard to 
its tim e and context. Stalin used it in 
1926 to support an argument that 
Socialism  could be built in one country 
though it wTould not be “fully guaranteed 
against intervention”. Lenin made the 
statement in M arch 1919, in the midst 
of the wars of intervention, to emphasise 
that the Soviet Republic could expect a 
hostile world. Surely Lenin’s prophecy 
was fulfilled— if in no other way by the 
Nazi attack.

T h ere  was no suggestion of forcing 
Communism on other cou ntries; and 
Lenin had what might be called conserva­
tive views on the suitable occasion for 
revolution, for which the conditions 
existed when not only the oppressed class 
could not go on in the old way but the 
ruling class, also, could not go on in the 
old way. Evidence of the peaceful inten­
tion of the Soviet Government was also 
contained in Stalin ’s last important work 
Econom ic P roblem s o f Socialism  in the 
U .S.S.R/ T h is was not addressed to the 
outside world as dust in their eyes but to 
the members of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union. H e said1 that there 
was as much danger of w ar between the 
imperialist powers as between the Social­
ist and Capitalist Groups, and that the 
aim of the Peace Movement was not to 
spread Socialism , but to rally the mass 
of the people for the democratic aim of 
keeping peace. In sum, peaceful co­
existence and peaceful competition of 
differing systems involved freedom for a 
system to expand in any area, not by 
aggression, but by peaceful vote, or, in 
some circum stances, by revolt or civil 
w ar without external interference, in 
which case there is an appeal to the 
verdict of history.

The attitude of the West

believed they were defending something 
precious, the speaker held that the main 
cause of mutual fear and distrust between 
the two groups was the attitude of the 
W est to the E ast, or more exactly  of the 
hmited W est to the non-W est. T his 
also involved the attitude of capitalist, 
or parliam entary, or liberal democracy—  
which should not arrogate to itself the 
unqualified label “democracy” —  towards 
the Communist movement. I t  also involv­
ed the attitude of a form erly dominant 
area towards an emergent area— and the 
emergence of A sia was the greatest fact 
in the world today.

Comparison between countries as to 
which had the best way of life was depre­
cated. T h e valid comparison was between 
the past and present of a given country, 
taking account also of future prospects. 
But, with this in mind, there should be 
of those outside the W estern  traditibn 
more attempt to understand the position 
vmd there should be a new look at our­
selves.

T h e W est tended to treat its values 
as if they were absolute— universal and 
permanent. F o r  instance an exam ination 
question asked whether the Germans in 
1918 “W ere  fit for liberal dem ocracy,” as 
if liberal democracy were a final standard 
by which all should be measured. It 
might have been more suitable to inquire 
whether in 1918 liberal democracy was a 
■suitable instrument for furthering the 
development of the German people in 
peace and freedom.

Product of historical conditions

A ctually W estern  values and ways 
were a product of particular historical 
conditions. T h e W est had developed 
economically ahead of the rest of the 
world. W hen it had faced internal ten­
sions, it had proceeded to dominate the 
world by imperialism. W akefield, Cham­
berlain and Rhodes were called in w it­
ness, the last having said that if you did 
not want bloody civil war you must be 
an imperialist. T h e W est’s was a privi­
leged position, comparatively com fortable 
and well-fed, typically middle-class and 
bourgeois. Such conditions obviously 
could not be generalised for the w'hole 
world. T h e security of W estern  ways 
and values was actually being undermined 
by changes that were taking place in the 
world.

T he form s or organisation o f pop­
ular struggle in the E ast had been 
influenced by th eir entirely d ifferent 
background and conditions. F actors  
that had inclined them tow ards com ­
munism w ere the lack o f a strong  
middle class and the need to carry  
on a joint struggle against sem i- 
feudal internal oppression and foreign  
im perialism . Communist leadership  
had produced results w here others  
had failed , the m ost notable exam ple 
being China.

Ruling out the few w ar-w ishers, and 
considering the great number of ordinary 
people who would fight only because they

T he W est tended to be highly individ­
ualistic, regarding freedom and democracy 
as being left alone, rather than collective 
participation. T his was a product of a 
middle class struggle against aristocratic 
and monarchial restriction. But some of 
the prized freedoms o f  the W est required 
exam ination as to what they meant in 
practice for the mass of ordinary people 
— freedom of the press was a case in 
point. W estern  individualism tended to' 
mean a great deal of concern about rela­
tively few individuals and less regard for 
the many. F o r  instance, W estern intel­
lectuals showed far more concern for the 
possible injustice of the Slansky T ria l 
in Czechoslovakia than the contemporary 
scoring of so many Mau Mau killed in 
Kenya each day.

In  the collective type of democracy 
m istakes were no doubt made involving 
injustice to a few individuals, but the 
system was animated by a real regard 
for the many individuals. How much 
regard for the sanctity of the individual 
personality was revealed by a survey of 
the advertisements or of the films, radio, 
and comics that we accepted as part of 
our daily life.

Different intellectual approach

T h e two systems involve a different in­
tellectual approach to the question of 
democracy. T h e W estern  approach was 
based on the idea of men being uncon­
ditioned rational beings, able to use their 
reason as an instrument to  control their 
destinies. T h eir concept of democracy 
was as a political instrument by which 
they could change their other conditions 
as they would. I t  was a system of voting 
and so forth. T hey  talked of free elec­
tions, as a cure-all, as if elections were 
held in a vacuum and not in some kind 
of existing socio-economic fram ework 
that conditioned people’s behaviour.

T h e  other view was that, though men 
were rational, their thinking was con­
ditioned by the existing social structure. 
Expansion of democracy, leading to the 
capacity to think in human term s rather 
than class terms, required a breaking 
through of existing conditioning circum ­
stances. D em ocracy was a process in 
which politics were not prior to economic 
change, but politics and economic factors 
were interwoven. W hen men made a 
break through their present conditioning 
and created a new social order they would 
also begin to think differently. In this 
process the industrial proletariat, allied 
with peasants and intellectuals, was the 
key class because of the historical condi­
tions.

Lenin said “the proletariat, even 
when it forms a minority of the popula­
tion (o r when the class conscious and 
truly revolutionary vanguard of the pro­
letariat forms a minority of the popula­
tio n ), is capable of overthrowing the 
bourgeoisie and of then gaining numerous 
allies from among the mass of semi- 
proletarians and petty bourgeois, whe 
otherwise would never in advance favour 
the rule of the proletariat, would not have 
understood the conditions and aims of the 
rule of the proletariat, and who only by 
their subsequent experience become con­
vinced that the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat is inevitable, proper and legiti­
m ate.”

T o  illustrate, the speaker cited an 
example from Ralph and N ancy Lap- 
wood’s book Through the C hinese R ev o ­
lution, where an old Chinese peasant 
accepted his poverty and the landlords e x ­
ploitation “Because Heaven decreed that 
way.” H e also referred to the Lapwoods’ 
description of an election in Yenching 
U niversity where the final process wras 
the submission of a list to the voters. It  
revealed that in the process o f deciding  
on the list there was a real participation 
by the electors, and a real contact be­
tween the electors and those who ulti­
mately were to represent them.

The Western intellectual

T he speaker suggested that university 
life and thought were also historically 
conditioned. In the W est there was a 
tendency to think that ob jectivity demand­
ed a lack of enthusiasm, aloofness, and 
the elevation of doubt into a virtue— an 
attitude of mind which R . H . Gretton 
has described as “middle-class to the the 

I t  was claimed that knowledge

ersity tended to become a little w  
itself, even if it were on an intern' 
basis. A  German professor who 
spent the war years in England hat 
that the O xford  way of life was wo: 
ful— if your conscience could stand
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vanston
The Rev. D r. J .  D . Salmond, lecturer 
Christian Education at K nox College 

hmedin, spoke on the Assembly of the 
forld Council of Churches at Evanston 
pi tried to give an account of the back­
hand of some of the churches represent - 

especially of those in A frica  and in 
countries behind the Iron Curtain, 

fit then outlined the main issues discussed 
Evanston.

Church in India
Miss Freda W ilson  spoke on “T h e  
to  of the m issionary in South-E ast 
tdia today”. Christianity in India is no 
ger regarded as something imposed by 
ruling race. In the United Church of 
ith India missionaries are no longer 
ers but co-w orkers with Indians. S ix  

the fourteen bishops and the Moderator 
tt Indians.
Miss Wilson mentioned some of the 
ificulties under which Christians in 
outh India labour— restrictions against 
K entry of foreign missionaries, increas- 

ik government control of . Church 
iooIs, costs, and a revival of Hinduism, 

[here is still a place in South India for 
sionaries who will not give offence to 

( government and the customs of the 
iple, and who are prepared to be co­
kers and not m asters. Aliss W ilson 

ked whether we as New Zealanders 
illy realized our fortunate position, and 
w little others had when compared with 
inelves.
i.Z. and Asia
Mr. Gordon Troup. L iaison O fficer at 
mterbury College, in an address on 

Nth East Asia outlined the main prob- 
im of the area —  economic, cultural, 
Urological and m ilitary. Air. Troup con­
fined New Zealand’s apparent lack of 
ittrest in the w elfare of these countries 
ĉd the meagre amount contributed to 

Colombo Plan in spite of N .Z .’s com- 
jirative prosperity. I t  is better to counter 

advance of Communism by giving 
stance to the threatened countries than 
commitments such as the A N Z U S  

fcet which could involve us in war at the 
rim of a “trigger happy pilot.”
Germany
Dr. H. H. R ex, Professor of Church 

{•story at K nox College Dunedin dis- 
jossed the work of the German Evan- 
jplieal Academies in social reconstruc­
ts since the w ar. Previously the 
Lutheran Church concerned itself almost 
My with the preaching of the Gospel 

bd the administration of the sacraments.

[

■

T h is new movement is an endeavour to 
bring people to adopt a Christian attitude 
towards politics, economics and personal 
relationships.
Devotions

T he devotional life of the Conference 
was of a very high order, largely through 
the efforts of the Chaplain, the Rev. D. 
D. Thorpe. A s well as daily devotions 
there were several special Conference ser­
vices— a service for the W orld  Student 
Christian Federation with the regular 
congregation of K n o x  Church, an inspired 
W atchnight Service conducted by the 
Rev. F ather Perkins, O .G .S ., warden of 
Selw yn C ollege; and the closing service 
with D r. M cKenzie, General Secretary  
of the Alovement.

T he highlight was the united thanks­
giving held on the grass reserve between 
the Anglican and M ethodist Churches 
after the separate Communion services on 
Sunday morning. T h e  two congregations 
led by their clergy and ministers reunited 
on the reserve and in thanksgiving e x ­
tended the right hand of fellowship. It 
was an act symbolic of a fundamental 
unity in Christ in spite of divided com­
munions.

T he interest taken by citizens in Con­
ference activities was truly astonishing to 
Aucklanders.

An unusual feature of this year’s Com 
ference was that it was not confined to 
one site as has been the custom in the 
past. Men were accommodated at K nox 
College, women at A rana H all, devo­
tions were held in A ll Sain ts’ Church, 
and lectures, studies and other activities 
were centred in the Students’ A ssocia­
tion buildings at the U niversity. W hile 
this arrangem ent had certain disadvan­
tages it enabled numbers to be unre­
stricted, so that a large group had the 
opportunity of meeting together for a 
week’s studv, prayer and fellowship.

R .C .J. and P .G .F .

INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS CLUB

T h e  International Relations Club e x ­
tends a warm welcome to all students, 
not only to those who are new to the 
university, but also to those who have 
not been able to attend our functions pre­
viously. It is our hope this year to extend 
our membership beyond those students 
who are m ajoring  in H istory, and to en­
courage an interest in international affairs 
throughout the College.
Importance of aims 

W e feel that world affairs have be­
come, more than ever before, of vital 
importance to everyone, irrespective of 
their academic interests or of their politi­
cal outlook. T h e  International Relations 
Club caters for everyone because its aims 
are of importance to everyone. I t  pro­
vides the opportunity and atmosphere for 
free discussion of international affairs, 
and seeks to achieve a better understand­
ing of and sympathy for the views of 
other peoples.

T he Club is not a political one, 
and everyone has the right to put 
forw ard  their point o f v iew  and is 
assured o f a sym pathetic hearing.

Officers and Committee
T h e President of the Club is P ro ­

fessor W . T . G. A irey, A ssociate P ro ­
fessor of H istory, and the members of 
the staff of the H istory Department are 
active supporters of the Club as V ice- 
Presidents. T h e Student Committee, 
which together with the above mentioned 
officers, is elected at the Annual General

Introducing . . .

President . . .  Mate Frankovich

The students of this College are 
members of the A .U .C . Students’ 
Association which exists in their 
interests, to co-ordinate the various 
student activities, and to encourage 
the sports, cultural and religious 
clubs.

The Executive committee of the 
Association, elected annually in 
August by the student body, is com­
prised of four women and eight men 
students. The Executive is the 
governing body of the Association 
and all matters of administration 
are carried out by its members and 
their sub-committees.

As the members of the Executive 
are merely a list of names to a good 
majority of the students, we are 
publishing here photographs of the 
President and two Vice-Presidents 
of the Association.

Men's Vice-President . . . Peter Boag Women's Vice-President . . . Joan Frost

Afeeting of the Club, is as fo llow s: Air. 
Leo Pointon, Chairman, M iss Audrey 
Pine, Secretary, Alisses B arbara M acK ay  
E rica  Cowan and Jen ifer T ole, and 
Messr^. T erry  Andrews, Colin B id d er, 
and David Stone.

T he Club bolds regular meetings 
through the year with guest speakers and 
panel discussions; in each case time is 
provided for questions and1 open discus­
sion. During vacations, evenings are 
held in members homes and are open to 
all who wish to come along.

Programme for first term
T he tentative programme for the first 

term s is as follow s:
Monday, M arch 14th at 8 p.m. in the 

W om en’s Common R oom :
Air. Clyde M acLaren, B .A ., B.Com ., 
who has recently returned from  W est 
A frica, will speak on current affairs 
in that region.

Monday, April 4th at 8 p.m., in the 
W om en’s Common R oom :

A combined meeting with the Student 
Christian Alovement and the Socialist 
Club at which P rofessor A irey  will 
speak on “New Zealand and South 
E ast A sia.”

Tuesday, April 26th at 8 p.m. in the 
W om en’s Common R oom :

A  panel discussion on current affairs 
in the United States by members of 
the History, English and Geography 
Departments and an A m erican F u ll­
bright Scholar stationed at the 
College.

W e would like to stress that all are w el­
com e to attend these evenings and it is 
hoped that, w ith a zvide representation  o f  
students, this y ear w ill be an interesting  
and successful one fo r  the International 
R elations Club.

Vacation evenings
T hree evenings were held during the 

long vacation and there was an average 
attendance of about twenty.

T he first was held at the home of P ro ­
fessor A irey at One T ree  H ill, when M r. 
T rev or W ilson, Ju n ior L ectu rer in H is ­
tory gave a penetrating comm entary on 
the official report of the “Convention on 
International Relations” held in A uck­
land last year.

T h e second evening was at the home of 
M r. Norm an Thompson, M .A . Graduate 
in History, who presented the results of 
many weeks of research into the docu­
ments relating to international disarm a­
ment since the end of the Second W orld  
W ar.

T h e finals vacation meeting was again 
at Professor A irey ’s when M r. Colin 
B ick ler spoke on the A rab -Israeli situa­
tion in the Middle E ast. Having recently 
visited the area, M r. B ick ler was able to 
give us an interesting commentary.

W e are indebted to P rofessor and M rs. 
A irey and to Air. Thompson for their 
kind hospitality in opening their homes 
to the students and thus making the vaca­
tion evenings not only possible but so 
enj oyable.

F o r  the Committee,
David Stone.
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O M M E N T A R Y  . . .

"THINGS DO NOT C H A N G E;

The first quarter of 1955 has brought little change in the basic post­

war pattern of a  world divided into two major camps. Although out­

wardly the policies of the two main powers have altered little as  

regards the avowed intention of each to "liberate" the satellites of the 

other, tension has eased in the matters of "border incidents".

Occurrences which in the immediate post-war years would have 
secured world-wide attention as likely to provoke another war are now 
regarded as commonplace and counted among the normal hazards of peace 
time operations.

An increasing acceptance of the reali­
ties of the situation together with the in­
ternal problems and changes that are 
taking place in A m erica and Russia, have 
improved the international picture to such 
an extent that S ir  W inston Churchill has 
been able to assure the House that there 
is no immediate danger of world war. 
thinking on the part of an elder states- 
W heth er or not this is more wishful 
man who is about to retire and who has 
taken the utmost pains over the last ten 
years to impress people with his peace­
ful intentions, it does appear that the 
danger of conflict has become rather re- 
o f  Form osa was forgotten when Russia 
m ote when the potential tinder-box crisis 
made a move to reorganise the Council 
of M inisters of the Supreme Soviet.

Formosa
T h e question of Form osa is, at the 

very best, an awkward one, and with both 
sides having comm itted themselves so 
deeply that they cannot withdraw without 
serious loss o f face the best one can hope 
fo r in the immediate future is that, as 
happened with Berlin , the attention of 
the world is drawn elsewhere and the 
authorities on the spot left to w ork out 
their own salvation.

T he recent move in the Security  Coun­
cil to  attem pt some sort of reconciliation 
in this m atter ended as expected1, with 
China insisting that the truoble was pure­
ly internal and therefore no concern of 
the U nited N ations. T h is attitude was 
entirely consistent with Chou’s previous 
statements on this subject, and the inci­
dent closed w ith nothing accomplished 
apart from  A m erica diligently pointing 
out that she was once again on the side 
of law and order and hence could not 
possibly have any w arlike intentions in 
any direction.

One crowded hour
New Zealand gained a brief moment ot 

glory in the headlines of the world as 
the country that proposed the move in 
the Form osan question, but that can be 
accounted for by the fact that S ir  Leslie 
M unro was then Chairm an of the Coun­
cil and could call the necessary special 
meeting, and besides neither the delegate 
nor his P rim e M inister had ever shown 
themselves at all deviationists from  the 
policies of the U nited States nor the 
U nited Kingdom (in  that o rd er).

Now that the arm aments race between 
A m erica and Russia has resolved itself 
into a  dead-heat with both sides ready to 
launch H-bom bs at the other at a 
moment’s notice, it is not surprising that 
both these countries have been forced to 
concentrate recently on their internal 
workings.

Russia
In  R ussia the m erry-go-round set in 

motion on the death of Stalin  has moved 
on another place and M alenkov who had 
been responsible for the removal of a 
number of rivals, among them the power­
ful B eria , has him self moved out and 
seems to have been replaced by N ikita 
Khruschchev. Although little is known 
about his background nor of the details 
of his w ork in the P a rty  before his ele­
vation to the Presidium , Khrushchev is 
generally considered to  hold the balance 
of power in the K rem lin , not only be­
cause he has been the most outspoken 
of the m inisters, but because two years 
ago he took over the post o f F irs t  Se cre­
tary of the Communist P a rty  from  
Malenkov, the post occupied by Stalin 
and which he used to gain the leadership 
after the death of Lenin.

Krushchev

The new economic policy
W hereas in Am erica, and many of the 

other W estern  countries, change of per­
sonnel in the government is followed by 
a change of policy, especially in in ter­
nal affairs, the reverse often seems to be 
the case in Russia. On this last occasion 
alterations intended to change the con­
centration of the economy from consumer
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and “luxury” goods to “heavy” goods, i.e. 
armaments, steel production, etc., had 
been heralded for some time, as well as 
continued criticism  of the agricultural 
programme, notably by Khrushchev. As 
expected, someone’s head fell, and the 
head was that of the Prem ier, Georgy 
Malenkov, the man who had introduced 
the new economic policy when he suc­
ceeded Stalin.

These struggles for power after the 
death of a dictator, with all the purges 
and confessions of guilt and incompetence, 
seem to our eyes rather harsh and un­
necessary, but they are really but the 
cruder version of the democratic system 
where the deposed leader tries to accept 
with as good as grace as possible “the 
will of the people.” Hopes that this may 
be the forerunner of a breaking-up in 
the Soviet system are but wishful think­
ing, for the system has withstood purges 
much more drastic than this and has sur­
vived.

America
In  A m erica as well changes in the In­

ternal system seem to be taking place be­
hind doors as closely locked as those of 
the Krem lin.

From  recent indications it appears that 
President E isenhow er is making some 
serious moves to establish him self as the 
head of the Republican P arty — the P arty  
on whose platform  he came into office. 
A t last he seems to have realised the 
necessity to make some move to maintain 
his position as N ational H ero.

W hatever virtues Eisenhow er has had, 
and they appear to be many, his unwil­
lingness to take a firm stand in his deal­
ings with his party has meant that his 
policies have not had the support in Con­
gress that they should have had. It 
has been little use Eisenhow er as a 
Republican President trying to follow a 
middle of the road course when people 
like Senator Knowland, Republican 
leader in the Senate, spend their time 
making inflamm atory statements about 
the necessity of dealing firmly w ith all 
opposition and of using nuclear weapons 
at every opportunity.

The parting of the w ays
According to A m erican opinion E isen­

hower has given up attempting to remain 
on good term s with all wings of the party 
(Know land, M cCarthy, etc .) ‘and has 
decided to re-organise the Republicans for 
the better.

One exam ple of this change would 
appear to be Am erican reaction to the 
withdrawal from the Tachen Islands. 
U ntil recently this move would probably 
have produced strong reactionary cries 
of R e tr e a t ! Su rren d er! in the press and 
in public speeches. T hanks in large part 
however, to the skilful handling of the 
m atter by the President and the Admini­
stration the Am erican public this time 
adopted a much more sensible attitude 
and faced up to the situation with a 
minimum of prelim inary commotion.

I f  Eisenhow er is to establish himself 
as true head' of the party it will probably 
mean that he will have to stand for 
President again in 1956. I f  he does he 
will be fully aware this tim e that the 
position means much more than a mere 
figure-head and that personal arrange­
ments and the desire to keep the golf 
handicap as low as possible have to be 
ignored when national considerations are 
at stake.

TRAVEL AND EXCHANl 
SUMMER VACATION 

1955 - 56
W e print below the initial plans 

this year’s Student Exchange scheme.I

Air charter
( i )  Thos. Cook & Sons Ltd., Tra 

Agents, have been appointed our oft» 
agents and will be responsible for 
tering an a ircraft to take students 
A ustralia  in December and bring 
home in Janu ary. On the return 
the a ircraft will carry  a similar nn 
of A ustralian students. No dates i 
been fixed for departures as this 
have to  coincide w ith the most suits, 
date for both our own students 
A ustralians.

( ii )  A ll applications will be passed (J 
from  the local T ravel and Exclr 
O fficer to N Z U S A  with a registrar 
fee of £1 with each application. No a, 
cation monies will be payable to NZl'f 
Applications will close with NZUSA 
30th Ju ne 1955 or an earlier date t 
notified.

( iii)  On closing date NZUSA 
supply Thos. Cooke with the names 
addresses of all applicants. Cd 
through their local offices will c: 
applicants and arrange for the collet 
of fares, documentation and issue 
tickets. From  discussions with 
they have indicated that fares would h 
to be paid approxim ately two months 
fore departure but this is not final.

( iv )  T o  ensure success of this y: 
“charter”, N Z U SA  has decided to; 
cate each College a particular numtr 
seats.

M ajo r Colleges 12 seats each
M assey 4 seats
Lincoln 1 seat

In the event of any College receir 
applications in excess of the “qu:n
these must be recorded in chronoloi 
order and preference will be giver, 
these applicants should a quota 
withdraw from  the Charter.

Should any College receive insuffi 
applications, any excess from another f 
lege will be transferred to the first I 
lege’s quota. Cooks have assured us t 
they will endeavour to make suit'1 
travel arrangem ents for any applicant 
placed on the Chartered aircraft, 
numbers on both sides of the Tasmat 
sufficient, they will endeavour to cha: 
a second aircraft.

Apart from the initial contract C 
w ill :
1. Collect all fare money and issue tick?
2. Issue the necessary customs and 

clearance application, publicity 
luggage tags.

3. Handle insurance for travellers, i 
travellers cheques and incidentals

4. I f  desired make bookings for intes- 
travel to place of departure.

5. A rrange bookings for travel in A- 
tralia  if desired.
(v i)  C ost: Last years enquiries i 

cated that the return fare would 
approxim ately £32-34. No apprec«k 
increase is anticipated this year.

v ii) N Z U S A  reserves the right 
nominate point of departure and in 
m atters has the final say.

(v iii)  Im portant. No contract has; 
been signed with Cooks and all plans: 
subject to Cooks obtaining a charterfr 
T E A L . I f  T E A L  connot supply an as 
craft they will endeavour to secure 
charter in A ustralia from QANTA 
Such a charter would require the autb 
ity of the N.Z. Government. If no ( 
ter is obtained, parties travelling in grs* 
of 10 or more receive a 10% discount 
fares.

Sea travel
Sim ilar arrangem ents regarding 

travel have been made with 
N Z U SA  will issue application forms; 
notify Cooks of applicants and their 
quested sailing dates.

W
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Melodrama Upheld
R E V IE W E D  BY D A V ID  S T O N E

If ever anyone had to swallow his own words and eat humble 
pie as well, it certainly must be me. After a  number of spirited 
arguments with Producer, Neil Smith, on the merits and demerits 
of the choice for Orientation Pay, I was still unconvinced that it 
was the play to do. "W ho on earth wants to see some third-rate 
Victorian melodrama?" I scoffed.

will be passe: 
el and Exch 
rith a registr; 
lication. Noai

Now that I have sêen the finished article, I can say no more than 
toever missed this "third-rate Victorian melodrama”, missed a real treat 
live theatre. The A .U .C . Dramatic Society’s Orientation production 

ayable to NZb KSt surely go down as an unqualified success and all people concerned are 
earlier date ;' 11,ie congratulated on the hilarious results of what must have been many 

jeeks of unremitting hard work.
ate NZUSA t
ith the names a The outstanding feature of the produc- 

ipphcants. Cool m was the way in which it fulfilled its 
ft ices will coni jj 0{ “recapturing some of the flavour 

for the collect ,j atmosphere or the V ictorian theatre, 
on and issue , needed in this right down to the 
sions with Cm Hest detail— a great deal of careful 
it fares would» 4y must have g ne into the planning 
dy two month ■ j tj,e production as a whole. And what 

is not final. t|,rji| it must have been to the person 
' eSa •.  ̂ ™ iw was responsible for all this w ork to 
s decided to a.. Qr the audience spontaneously throw 
rticular number ^ty to the winds, and jo in  in the fun 

ith hisses, boos and h u rrah s!
2 s e a ts  each 
A scats
1 seat foe producer too

College recein yeSi j  think the real “star” of the 
of the qua was Neil Sm ith, the Producer, and 

d cnronolog:: , case there are any who are still in 
will be giver.- t as to the real identity of the 
a quota applica Jor wj10 gave us the inim itable T h eatre  

artef- . ... lanager ( “U tility  Gent” ) ,  it was not
receive lnsuniej :. perCy Pugh, but the producer him- 
from another l 

d to the first (
.ve assured us t

ts regarding 
ade with 
dication form; 
ants and their

Terence Dow ling in his first appear­
ance for the Society  as • the bumpkin, 
T im  Bobbin, showed a delightful flair 
for what the programme called “low 
comedy.” H is hesitancy was well timed 
and his rem arks had the added worth 
of spontaneity. On one point I  am a 
little undecided, but in any case, what 
may have been self-consciousness as to 
the use of arm s and legs passed quite 
well as a natural gawkiness in the 
character.

Even if they were inclined to forget 
thair dialect occasionally, Gillian D avies 
and T erence Dow ling provided the per- 
L rmance with a good deal of its frothi-

Mr. Sm ith would be the first to
to make suits ®'nt̂  us ^iat a producer can do little 
• any applicants ^ 'ias not the m aterial, and it was 
■red aircraft ftainly very difficult to spot a m ajor 
of the Tasmar w *n the cast, even on the dreaded 
deavour to dr* Pj night; I must admit that I  failed to 

ptice any.
al contract. Cv

More vigour needed?
y and issue tick f , . .

customs and  ̂>m a rather critical eye, one could 
publicity P! ^at the two leads could have been 

' tore vigorous in their work. N ot that 
ir travellers, i. < p  interpretation was amiss, but rather 
md incidental p  they failed to carry  it through, and 
ikings for inters p lagged a little in pace behind their 
parture. r re spirited colleagues. Graeme N ixon 
or travel in A. sthat “vilest of villains”, W illiam  Cor- 

tr, began his performance with all the 
ars enquiries ■ burish in the world, but tended to relax  
i  fare would • to°  much as the play proceeded.

No apprecia '̂ricia Goulding, too, gave us a charm - 
this year. » performance as the ill-starred  M aria 

ves the right Ibrten, but had she been ju st a little 
•arture and in: tore pathetic and a good deal more 

monstrative, she would have toned in 
> contract hast; sre with the production as a whole, 
s and all plans ti N’evertheless, both showed a genuine 
ing a charter fa air for their roles and a possible de- 
not supply an aj ciency in gusto would do nothing to 
vour to secure ktract from the advance they both have 
from QANTAi &(le >n their dramatic work.

■equire the autkr
merit H nodaifc^on Davies again
ravelling m gro-:? 
i  10% discount Of those in the supporting roles, first 

•lace must go to one old hand and one 
rw, Gillian Davies and T erence Dow - 
ing. Miss Davies followed up her 
ilatile performance in last year’s “Love 

You” with an even more delicious 
inie Marten. T here is no self-conscious- 
is about this actress, but there is 

inly much that is spontaneous— her 
$e of sheer good fun never failed her.

T he costumes (Yvonne Guy, designer, 
and Jean  Armour, w ardrobe), were e x ­
cellently done, and the decor (N an  M an­
chester and H arry  T u rb o t) was all it 
could be, and more, on a stage which 
P rofessor Musgrove once referred  to as 
“a hiatus between two pianos” . T h e 
lighting (Jo h n  W right and Laurie Cole- 
brook) too, with the possible exception 
of a very awkward last scene, was 
handled more than competently under the 
conditions. Finally, W allace A rm strong 
with his ’gram, provided us with some 
very convincing howling winds, owl hoots 
and gun shots— the last mentioned almost 
lifting the entire audience off their seats.

Worth their salt
Once again the A .U .C . D ram a Society 

has “pulled one out of the bag,” and it 
is to be hoped that this play proved 
to be considerably better attended than 
did last year’s m ajor production. T h e  
society has shown a lot of courage in 
taking the stage again so soon after last 
year’s half-empty houses which were 
enough to have discouraged most com­
panies.

I t  is up to the students to support 
their own dramatic society. T h is  is not 
j ust a duty for if its- present high standard 
is maintained, the Society is well w orth 
seeing in action.

Well in character
Sharing in this good humour were 

Geoffrey Fu ller and Jo an  M cG regor as 
M ister and Dame M arten. Both  sus­
tained their characters very well, and 
M r. Fu ller in particular was a sheer 
jo y  to w atch right from  his first very 
well conducted entrance.

Colin B ick ler’s performance as the old 
gypsy, Ishm ael Lee, showed an abund­
ance of energy and his haunting was suit­
ably ominous.

Sprinkled spice
T here were a number of delightful 

touches sprinkled liberally throughout the 
production which gave it a character of 
its very ow n : the operatic death of Ish- 
mael Lee and the “dead-pan” oath of 
vengeance sworn by his tr ib e ; the re­
conciliation of M aria  and her parents 
carried out in the pseudo-Russian 
m anner; the repeated “I knew it all the 
tim e” from the blustering T im  Bobbin, 
bringing reminiscences of Anthony 
Quayle’s Fa lsta ff uttering the same line 
in sim ilar circum stances; these are ju st 
a few that come to mind.

Ingenuity abundant
Ingenuity was there, too, in the 

cam era-projected cell bars of the last 
scene, the great doorway effect in the 
barn, and even in the sandwich-board 
man who paraded in the aisles between 
acts.

A  review of the production would 
not be complete without reference to the 
musical contribution of Ian Sin clair-R oss 
whose piano background set the appro­
priate moods, -and the hilarious ballad 
rendered by Noel Lynch, John Geddes 
and David N ightingale, which ju st about 
brought the house down.

BOOKSTALL

Second-hand books may be 
bought and sold at the 
Bookstall in the Table 
Tennis Room during the 
following hours: 1 p.m. - 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
daily.

OBSCENITY (continued)
man back to his childhood1, w here the un­
happy relations between his m other and 
father left a sort of permanent bruise on 
his personality.

T hen  it goes on to describe the pitfalls 
of slyness and filth into which the un­
happy adolescent, without the guiding 
hand of a wise parent or the exam ple of 
a well-ordered, decent home, stum bles; 
and you will have to consider whether 
this author was pursuing an honest pur­
pose and on honest thread of thought, or 
whether that was all ju s t a bit of cam ou­
flage to render the crudity sufficiently 
wrapped up to pass the critical standard 
of the D irector of Public Prosecutions.

The sum total of thought
T h e  literature of the world from  the 

very earliest days when people could 
w rite represents, so far as we have it 
today, the sum total of thought of the 
human mind. L iteratu re sacred and 
literature profane, poetry, prose, varied 
civilisations and varied tim es; the sum 
total of thought of the human mind 
throughout the ages.

A re we going to say in England that 
our contemporary literature is to  be 
measured by what is suitable for the 14- 
year-old schoolgirl to read?

A risk
I  do not suppose there is a decent man 

or woman in th is Court who does not 
wholeheartedly believe that pornography, 
filthy books, ought to be stamped out and 
suppressed. They are not literature. They 
have got nothing. T hey  are ju st filth, 
and ,of course, that ought to be stamped 
out. B u t in our desire for a healty society, 
if we drive the crim inal law too far, 
farther than it ought to go, is not there 
a risk that here will be a revolt, a demand 
for a change in the law, and that the 
that at the moment we can exclude and! 
pendulum may not swing too far the 
other way, and allow to creep in things 
keep out?

INDEPENDENT
INTELLECTUALS

T he Annual General M eeting of the 
Society of Independent Intellectuals was 
held on Wednesday 9th March. The 
minutes of the previous A .G .M . and <the 
financial report were read by the secre­
tary  M r. Quealy. T h e President, M r. 
Delves, in his annual report said the 
year 1954 had been very successful, al­
though limited by the small grant. ,

H e hoped that having proved our value 
in eliminating student apathy and in view 
of our increased program for 1955, this 
year’s grant would be increased. Lectures 
on several interesting topics will be held 
early in the year and the popular 
“Thought for the W eek ” program  will 
be extended, in spite of comments made 
by some people who cannot offer anything 
better. A  small library has been started.

A fter the election of officers for 1955 
there was a general discussian on topics 
such as the world calendar and a news­
paper reading group.

T h e 1st lecture will be “Optimum 
definition with hand-held cam eras”.

— Secretary -T  reasurer.

Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

CATHOLIC SOCIETY
In accordance with the Cath. So c’s. 

custom an inaugral mass for the scholas­
tic year was celebrated in St. P a tr ick ’s 
Cathedral on Sunday M arch 6th and was 
attended by a large number of graduates, 
under-graduates, freshers and w ell- 
w ishers of the Society. A fter breakfast 
in the Zealandia Club Room s the president 
M r. P . Dowd read his report of the 
society’s highly successful activities for 
1954 and Rev. F r . Leary representing 
Rev. F r . Butler, the college chaplain, who 
was unavoidably absent, gave a short 
address on the need for the integration of 
our spiritual and scholastic lives. M r. 
B . W . H are, lecturer in Education, spoke 
on behalf of the vice-presidents in wish­
ing the society and the students every 
success in 1955.

In  the evening a spirited Annual Gene­
ral M eeting was held in the W om en’s 
Common Room  and the following were 
elected officers for 1955 :—
P resid en t: M r. M. J .  Freyne 
S e cre ta ry : M iss L . Quinn 
T reasu rer : M iss P . H arrap 
C om m ittee: M isses P . B arr, M . Budge,

M essrs I . B arker, K . Ryan, K . Reid,
G. Clarke.
P lans have been laid for the society’s 

activities for the first te rm ; these include 
a combined study and social week-end at 
Knocknagree, O ratia, a picnic, a social 
evening, a talk by Rev. E . Simmons and 
a coffee evening.

— G .W .C .

WAIT FOR IT
Capping Book w ill be on 

sale, May 5th.
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They Were Not Interested
On this page is a report covering the tour of the Australian Univer­

sities’ Swimming team. This team was as fully representative as was pos­
sible, and contained many fine swimmers, one or two of whom were up to 
Australian national standard. The tour occupied almost all the month of 
January, and covered most of New Zealand.

The organisers of this tour were the officials of the A .U .C . Swimming 
Club, headed by Trevor Eagle, a student who has done a great deal of work 
for his fellow-students over the last few years.

The Australians competed in a carnival in Auckland. The number of 
students, other than members of Swimming Club and friends, who were 
present, was estimated at twenty. Probably a few unrecognised scholars 
were watching, but the total number, in an estimated attendance of about 
1,000, was very low.

One Executive member was present, in the capacity of a friend of a 
competitor. Executive, as a body, took no steps whatsoever to appoint a 
representative to officially welcome our Australian neighbours to this city 
and country on behalf of the student body of A .U .C .

Senior members of the College staff were not available to welcome 
the team. Swimming Club officials were obliged to ask the President of 
the Auckland A .S .A . to stand in for University leaders. Many thanks to 
him, but it was not his job. It was rather an ignominious position in which 
the swimming officials found themselves.

Dr. Thompson certainly seems to have been correct in his analysis of 
the student character. It might be quite a good idea if he took the College 
officials in hand as well. — J.H .

Support your College a t this year's N.Z. Inter- 
University Easter Tournament. Show an active 
interest and encourage your representatives by 
attending these sports:

ATHLETICS
BOXING
BASKETBALL
CRICKET

SHOOTING
ROWING
SW IM M IN G
TENNIS

This year we are holding the N.Z. Varsities Easter Tournament in 
Auckland. Easter Tournament began in Christchurch 1902 consisting of 
Athletics, Tennis and a debate. Since then more sports have been added 
till now there are eight sports to be catered for. These are Athletics, 
Swimming, Boxing, Tennis, Basketball, Rowing, Cricket and Shooting.
The Tournament is a ‘varsity show 
make it a success.

T here are many aspects of Tourna­
ment. T h ere  is the social side, the bring­
ing together of fellow-students from all 
parts of the Dominion to  exchange ideas, 
to  make friendships and to consolidate 
that spirit of comradeship which should 
bind all U niversity students in this 
country. T here  is the organisation of 
Tournam ent which entails much effort 
by the hosts. Tournam ent, besides being 
a happy occasion o f considerable impor­
tance in the sporting and social spheres, 
is also a most important manifestation of

and it needs everybody’s support to

student co-operation and consolidation in 
N.Z.

O ver the E aster period for approxi­
m ately s ix  days Auckland will have an 
influx of about 300 students from  the 
other colleges. B ille ts  must be found for 
these people, so ask all your friends and 
parents to billet them . I f  you can do 
anything in this line see M rs. Chisholm 
at the Students’ Association O ffice.

F o r  Tournam ent Committee, 
____________________ M urray Francis.______

W A T SO N S PA IN T IN G  H O U SE L T D .

Easter Cruise with
Canoe Club

In d oor Basketball

T he W aik ato ’s thrilling rapids, m ajes­
tic gorges and spectacular therm al 
activity combine to make the Canoe 
Club’s E aster cruise the most attractive 
of the season. T h e 50-mile run from  
Ohaki V illage to M araetai includes the 
little visited up-river therm al area of 
O rakei K orako, the Ohakuri, A tiam uri 
and |Whakamaru dam sites, and the 
W hakaheke, Rainbow and O ngaroto 
Rapids. T h is will be the last chance to 
en joy the sights of O ngoroto Gorge, with 
its rock walls tow ering 1,200 feet above 
the river, before it is flooded undet 
W hakam aru Lake.

Hi team, and a special g re e t 
Freshm en and to Fresherettes. Yu 
season will be in full swing in as 
month’s time, and if you’re want: 
be ‘on the ball’ when the game- 
then now is the time to s t a r t  prat 
your favourite hook-shots, a n d  bn 
up on the fundamentals.

Shelter is available each night and the 
chartered bus carries all gear to  each 
stopping place. T h e  cost is £3/10/-.

F u rth er coming events are as follows :-

i on tne tundamentais. i v v y
But a special word to t h o s e  who: *'■ ' 'A / V  

like to play the fastest team game 
world. L ast year the Men’s ‘A’ 
ranked third in the Y M C A  Leap 
‘B ’ team did very well in their 
and the women’s team  won their 
competition. Special commendatioi 
go to the women’s as most o f  th 
had not played Indoor B a s k e t b a l l  
last season and were shooting 
like ‘veterans’, at the close of" the 
So Freshers, experience is n o t  the 
important feature in playing th e  
if you’re willing to learn a n d 1
self handicapped with bad ball ha opinions.

M arch 19-20: T h e N garuaw ahia Regatta 
followed’ by the W aikato  R iver 
Cruise to Rangiri. T ransport will 
be available for rigid canoes. Cost—  
18/6.

then don’t w orry for at the end 
season you’ll be dribbling the ball 
the court like M arcus Haines (i 
Stan B row n ).

Stan is coaching again this ye; 
prospects will look especially brigh:

M arch 2 7 : Leigh and Goat Island Sun­
day excursion in conjunction with the 
Auckland Spear Fishing Club. 
Cost— 10/-.

have a number of new players,« [ i • , ,, 
exnerience Gust a short' Kp wnicn tl

Fite recent vi 
| his subseqi

obtainedFu rth er information 
fro m :—
Jim  Mason— Phone 70-365 (R e s .) .  
Jo h n  Penney— Phone 32-995 (O ff .) . 
Ja c k  Storey— Physics Department, 
or from  any Committee member.

without experience ( ju st a short 
the ‘A ’ squad will be strengths 
year both by last year’s squad, 
or two N .Z .U . p layers).

All present and intending mentlt ptry and i 
asked to watch the notice board; -reaching a 
cloisters, and if desiring any furti trcussions 
formation, to see Stan Brown, on Australia a 
tact Ina Bowman or Barry Ki jr role in t l  
O ’R orke H all. Rem em ber: “Makti 
basket count.”
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T rev o r Eagle, as liaison officer, 
M urray Francis, John Ham ilton, and Bob 
Leek, all N .Z .U . representatives, travel­
led with the team on the tour through 
the sm aller centres. P laces visited before 
the first test at W ellington w ere H am il­
ton, Rotorua and New Plymouth.

Generous hospitality
T h e team were accorded a civic recep­

tion by the M ayor in W ellington, and 
were entertained by the A ustralian High 
Commissioner and the W ellington Sw im ­
ming Centre. T hey  also competed in a 
surf carnival at T aita .

A t Palm erston N orth, the team stayed 
at M assey College. Elsew here, through­
out the tour, the members were billetted 
in private homes. T hey  thus met many 
more people, and the financial saving 
was considerable. W hile there, the team 
met members of the N.Z. P layers, in­
cluding the male lead, K eith  M ichell, 
himself an Australian.

D r. Alan Johnson, one of tin 
presidents of the A .U .C . Club, dor; 
magnificent trophy for the biennia! 
between swimmers of the two unii 
bodies, and this was won by Arc 
U niversities. It  was suitably 
champagne by Dave Weir, Cl 
president, and N .Z.U . were su| 
the Drinking H orn contest.

A fter both teams had been enti 
by the T a y lo r’s M istake Surf 
N .Z .U . team was disbanded.

y nonties.

Successful carnivals
Carnivals at Westport, Grey 

Roxburgh, and Dunedin had es: 
attendances, and the Australians 
the w ater polo games against pn 
teams.

Top-ranking New Zealand 
who swam with the team at varii 
nivals included W innifred Griffin, 
Roe, and Ja c k  Dorns.
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Record broken
T revor Eagle, during the first ten

the 220 yards breaststroke in
under Ja c k  Dorns’ previous record 

Thanks are due to all those v 
operation and willing assistance 
tour such a success, and Trevor 
to be congratulated on its very 
organization.
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