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The Lower House of the German Federal Republic has, only a  

iw weeks ago, given its consent to the Paris Treaties and the 
tanco-German Agreement on the Saar. This decision is the most 
nportant event in Germany since 1945. After the Treaties had 
keen atified also by France and Italy, they are likely to come into
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They will give back, ten years after the end of the war, the sovereignty 
lie free part of Germany. At the*same time a W est European Defence 
on, including Germany and Italy, will be formed and both Germany
Italy will become members of N ATO .

ie Federal Government has always 
lained that the German Federal 
jblic is in need of protection and 
rity almost more than any other 
n of the W est, and that the P aris  

d also # lf' are pr requisite to German re­
dent, and rition, which can be attained only 
1 acted! Germany’s dealing with the Soviet 

in concert with the rest of the 
m camp, not alone.
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reunite Germany in freedom and 
iceful means is the natural aim of 

yillingiJDermans. This aim has its roots not 
™nch in national feelings, as in the 

to join our country-fellowm en and 
homes in freedom, as at the same 
the majority of the Germ an people, 
especially the youth, follows the 

I? of the old Chancellor, D r. Aden- 
to integrate Germany into Europe, 

Chair rep putting an end to the century-old 
ls between the European coun- 

The first step has already been 
al reply® 'n the Schuman Plan. T he Plan, 
not od tree already since 1952, has created a

in European m arket of steel and 
and established a high authority with 

the Crania rights of control, so helping to 
impossible a future European war. 
ing the ratification debates it was 

demonstrated anew what has long 
obvious to ob jective observers: 

nan rearmament will not be under­
and can®i with enthusiasm, but from  the sober 

very earnest realisation that freedom, 
b e preserved only in co-operation 
other European peoples. Y et the 
ion lingers in the minds of many 
f whether there really will be, once 
German divisions have been estab- 

no resurrection of the German 
rism which is • often said to have 

by anô fed the world once, twice or even 
often into war.
ns first have a look into the history 
German M ilitarism . But what is

m ilitarism ? M ilitarism  is defined as the 
predominance of m ilitary consideration; 
in political decisions and, as must be 
added, the predominance of m ilitary 
characteristics in the political attitude of 
a statesman and also of a nation. M ili­
tarism  is no German invention and it is 
a universal problem. It is to be found 
where a country starts to strive for a 
more powerful position and meets the 
resistance and distrust of the already 
established powers. It is also to be 

found where one great power fights for 
hegemony over others. I t  seldom comes 
up in stable situations such as in 
small neutral countries (and for exam p'e 
in New Zealand).

I t  was only after the French  R evolu­
tion that the political ambitions and the 
m ilitaristic spirit began to be transferred 
to the nations as a whole, due above all
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This is the abridged text of an address deli­

vered by Dr. Hans Dietrich, Secretary of the 
West German Legation, to the New Zealand 
University Students' Association Congress held 
in January at Curious Cove in the Marl­
borough Sounds. The text has been specially 
revised for Craccum by Dr. Dietrich in the 
light of events since January.

The address should be of interest to students 
as the West German view of the place of 
Modern Germany in the world today.
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.to  the spreading idea of nationalism. T he 
conscription introduced in France at the 
end of the 18th century allowed Napolean 
a w arfare of considerably increased 
dynamics.

Napoleon’s aggressions brought home 
to the. Germans in their numrous king­
doms and principalities the necessity of 
forming a national union as had already 
done the other European nations with 
the exception of Italy.

Today there is a sim ilar development. 
T h e European countries, in reacation to 
the Communist m ilitary threat, demon­
strated in K orea  and Czechoslovakia, try  
to unite by replacing their ideas of 
nationalism by a super-national idea, the 
European idea.

Up to 1815 the Germans as well as 
their .princes had been, for centuries, 
generally very peaceful but often could 
not avoid having their ^territory used as 
battle fields by foreign arm ies, aspecially 
during the 30 years war (1 6 1 8 -4 8 ). T hey  
had become known as the people of poets 
and philosophers (D ichter und D en k er).

It  is essential to realise that the form ­
ing of the Federation of German States 
in 1815 was started prim arily in reaction 
to Napoleon’s aggression and conse­
quently had a m ilitary aspect. T herefore , 
it is no wonder that Pru ssia  with her 
strong m ilitary tradition got the dom in­
ant position after having outmanoeuvred 
A ustria which remained outside of the 
German Reich, founded in 1871. T h e 
attempt made in 1848 to introduce liberal 
and democratic ideas failed in Germany 
as well as in conservative A ustria. A n­
other setback for the liberals in the G e r­
man Reich was that B ism arck ’s suc­
cesses made it too difficult to convince 
the population that a change in the way 
of life was desirable.

Frederick and Bismarck
W e have seen that Fred erick  the Great 

and the other early m ilitarists had acted 
in accordance with the political ideas of 
their  time. T h e same is true with B is ­
m arck. H is uniting Germany was a 
natural step within the universal develop­
ment towards One W orld . T h e other 
great European powers had already long 
since reached unification and had estab­
lished their empires. T herefore, they had 
become conservative and hostile to any 
change which might challenge their posi­
tions. Nevertheless B ism arck  had united 
Germany by means conform ing with the

political standards existing at his time. 
T his, I think, is the reason why he is 
considered to be a great statesman, also 
in G reat B ritain , for example, by S ir  
W inston Churchill.

World War I
One of the outstanding reasons for the 

F irs t  W orld  W a r  was the quarrel be­
tween Germ any and Great Brita in  which 
began about 1900. O n B rita in ’s part 
there was a fear of a preponderant eco­
nomic and political position of Germany 
in Europe challenging also the B ritish  
fleet. However, B ritish  historians admit 
that the hegemony or at least a hege­
mony reached by force might not have 
been the aim of Germany. In Germany 
the quarrel is considered to be one of the 
ever repeating struggles btween conser­
vative nations on one side and rising 
nations on the other side, sim ilar to the 
struggles between social groups within 
one nation.

T h e European powers stumbled willy 
nilly into the war.

S ir  Charles P etrie , historian and lec­
turer at the diplomatic school of the 
B ritish  Foreign O ffice, put it this way 
(in his book D iplom atic H istory , which 
is used by the German attaches, too) : 
“T he A ustrian horse bolted with the 
German waggon and the Rdfch was 
forced into w ar with R ussia.” T he G er­
man people in 1914 felt not at all different 
from  wliat the people in the allied coun­
tries felt.

How ever, after the war, the man in the 
street in B rita in , Fran ce and the other 
allied countries continued to regard G er­
many as alone responsible for the war.

(continued on page 8)
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The Editors accept as little responsibility as possible for the contents of this paper, and 
the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editors nor of the A .U .C .S .A . Executive.

ments attributed to him, but alleg 
interpretation, stating that he \ 
threatening or bribing the Edit 
was merely wishing to “indie:: 
gravity of their position” shoui: 
publish the letter.
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Alter considering both these met 
the Executive passed a  motion oi 
confidence in Mr Frankovich as 1 
dent, and at the same meetinc 
President stated that he would no: 
sign unless the students to whot [uiie adeq  
owed his office felt that he could jrjy inter* 
justify his actions. Consequent!; 
whole matter was placed upon , _ 
agenda of the Special Gem “,er ^a PP  
Meeting.
A t this meeting the students 

able to hear both pros and the ci 
will be able to decide for the® 
whether the President was justified! 
actions or if the Executive resolua ouch with 
no confidence is to be endorsed.
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CO PY FOR N EXT ISSUE CLOSES W ED., 22nd JU N E

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
Capping Boo\ remits

'
lard

Tomorrow evening, Wednesday, at eight o'clock in the College Hall, will 
be held what is probably to be the most important General Meeting of the 
Students1 Association for a number of years.

The decisions arrived at during th is  meeting w ill a ffect every student a t­
tending this College, and it is urged th a t every student who can possibly attend 
should do so.

T he rem its of M r. Smith undr 
arose from his experiences as Editj 
this year’s Capping Book. E  
motion asking for a reaffirmation. 
R egulations governing Student Ps 
tions other than Craccum  which 

.adopted in 1953 by an Annual & 
M eeting, is one that bears on the 
of the students to publish what they 
without -the interference of the Jj 
authorities.
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be a 

antee that 
td of Capp 
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not be b

The business on the agenda at the time of writing covers three 
main points.

(1 )  A  proposal by the Executive of the 
A ssociation that the Annual Student 
F ee be raised by 12/6 to £2.5.0, 7/6 to 
be put aside for the Gymnasium Fund, 
and 5/- for the normal running of the 
A ssociation.

(2 )  Consideration of the events concern­
ing the allegation of unauthorised inter­
ference with Capping Book by the 
President of the A ssociation, M r. 
Frankovich, and his alleged threats to 
the Editors of Craccum, which together 
were the grounds for a vote of no con­
fidence in the President by^the Asso­
ciation Executive.

(3 )  A  bracket of three rem its from the 
E ditor of Capping Book 1955, M r. R. 
M . Sm ith who is also the immediate 
past President and now a L ife Member 
of the Association. M r. Sm ith’s remits

A. T h at the Association reaffirm  the 
R egulations covering all Student 
P ublications other than Craccum  
which were adopted by the General 
M eeting of the Association in 1953.

B . T h at the Association express to Dr. 
Anschutz its appreciation of his ser-. 
vices over a number of years, and its 
gratitude that he has been willing to 
withdraw his resignation as Advisory 
Censor.

C. T h at the Association agree that 
efforts should be made to establish a 
tradition in Capping B ook  other than 
C om ic Cuts m aterial or pornography, 
and to that end, forthw ith elect a 
Committee to consider and make' 
recom m endations'regarding the form 
of Capping Book for 1956, such 
Comm ittee to table its report and 
recommendations at least two weeks 
prior to the 1955 Annual General 
M eeting.

E ach  of .these m atters is of coniderable 
importance in student affairs, and must 
either directly or indirectly effect each 
and every student. I t  is therefore essen­
tial that we must all give them  careful 
consideration.

remember that the Execu tive of the 
A ssociation is not a body apart from  the 
students as a w h o le ; they are themselves 
students of this College, and as such, are 
liable to the same fees as we are. F u r ­
ther, they are our elected representatives 
in whom we have placed our trust to 
look after the affairs of our Association. 
I t  would be reasonable tq assume then, 
that this recommendation has not been 
made without due consideration of the 
facts, and the facts in this case are to be 
found in the A ssociation’s finances.

Perhaps one of the most significant 
factors supporting the proposal is that 
pointed out by the T reasu rer, Air. 
Postles, that there has been no rise in 
the fee since 1951, and no-one can rea­
sonably argue that costs generally have 
not gone up considerably sipce that date. 
T h e effect of this has been most marked 
in the ever-increasing demands of the 
clubs and societies affiliated to the 
A ssociation. But it has also had a m ark­
ed effect in the general expenses of the 
A ssociation, in such things as Capping, 
In ter-U niv ersity  Tournam ents, student 
publications, salaries of paid officers and 
staff of the Association, and improve­
ments and m aintenance of the facilities 
in the Student Block.

Auckland U niversity College £1 12 6
V ictoria  U niversity College £2 5 0
Canterbury U niversity College £2 0 0
O tago U niversity £3 3 0
{P rop osed  A .U .C . £2 5 0)

This is not to say  that every student 
has not the right to know just how 
his money is spent, and we all have 
the right to attend the meeting to find 
out for ourselves, and if necessary, to 
ask the Treasurer specific questions on 
the Association's finances. But it is 
our duty to ensure that we are in pos­
session of the facts before we cast our 
vote one w ay or the other.
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There is quite a  long story bei 
all this. Back in 1946 all student ̂  
lications were completely banned 
a  considerable period by the Prd 
sorial Board.
A s result of negotiations betw.

Students’ A ssociation and the Pri “ well at 
ial Board, it was agreed that the sa h™1 .*
should nominate an Advisory Cens: t Lommii 
was to have the approval of the 0 Means G 
A uthorities. Consequently, Dr. Am ken co-op 
w^s approached and asked to assume 
position and the appointment was 
approved by the College authorities.
Anschutz has continued as Advisory 
sor to the Association ever since,
valuable services have always been; gōth hr

Alleged actions of President fuT h is " w a f  embodied in the s a i d i ! ^ '
rowd and

Proposal to raise fee
W ith  regard to the proposed rise in 

the Student Fee, it seems only fair to

It can hardly be denied that each of 
these items, from clubs and societies 
to student facilities, play a  vital part 
in the life of the University Student, 
which would otherwise not only be 
incomplete, but far less attractive. 
S im ilarly  the Gymnasium scheme is one 

w hich has- met with wide approval as 
one which will provide the College with 
an essential addition to present student 
facilities. T h e proposed fee rise is, to 
say the least, one sure way of guarantee­
ing a considerable portion of the finance 
required if we are to have a gymnasium.

T h is then is the view held by the stu­
dents’ Executive, and they have come to 
the decision that in order to meet the 
expenses so incurred, a rise in the S tu ­
dent F ee  is justified, and in so doing 
have compared the present fee at A uck­
land with that paid in the other main 
Colleges of the U niversity  of New Z ea­
land, which in each case is higher :

T h e second main item on the agenda 
is the consideration of the alleged actions 
of the President of the A ssociation in 
relation to this year’s Capping B ook  and 
to a letter to the Editors of Craccum  
which, because it referred to his actions, 
was referred to him for a reply.

Briefly, it was alleged that the P re s i­
dent had caused certain sections of Cap­
ping Book to be removed by interfering 
with the P rinters, thereby transgressing 
the decisions reached by the Advisory 
Censor, Professor Anschutz, and the 
Students’ E xecutive, and had also sought 
official censorship by the College authori­
ties, which ran counter to the established 
regulations and caused the resignation of 
th Advisory Censor and the Editor.

In  defence of his actions, M r. F ran ko­
vich stated that anything that he had done 
was carried out at the instructions of the 
Principal, and because he thought that 
he would be acting in accordance with 
the w ishes of the student body.

In the m atter of Craccum, the P re s i­
dent was alleged to have threatened the 
Editors in order to prevent publication of 
a letter referred to him for a reply in 
accordance with the Student Journalistic 
Code. T h e letter criticized his lack of 
opposition to the proposed fee rise 
in the light of the fact that he had sup­
ported the opposite view in his election 
policy statement, and called for his 

-resignation.
W hen the E xecu tive resolved that the 

President be requested to make a state­
ment on the truth or otherwise of these 
allegations, he did not deny the state-

tions together with a provision 
appeals may be dealt with by a coma F ’ 
of E xecutive members, all copy to 
mitted both to the Advisory Cem 
to this Committee.

This scheme has been found It 
most satisfactory and it was not 
this year that it was upset. Mi 
is asking the student body to rei 
these regulations in order that the 
of past years will not be wasted,
M r. Sm ith’s second remit is ask 

students to back the Executive 
reaffirm ation of confidence in Pros 
Anschutz and to show their gratitcij 
his decision to withdraw his resi 
as A dvisory Censor.

T he third rem it deals with the 
of copy, suitable for future Cap 
Books, and asks for a Committee j 
set up to investigate this matter. 
publication of an annual Capping 
provides one of the few opportunities 
the students to make contact with 
general public, this is a matter oi 
concern to us all. Again, as in the. 
m atters to be raised, all opinions traf 
aired at the meeting, and this -hi 
enable us to come to a decision, j

Altogether, this is a very y 

agenda, and the meeting is one why 
we should all attend. It must be 1 
membered that to assume an attituded 
indifference to these matters u j 

" leave them to the whims ol a seal 
minority of the student body, and U 
possibly leave us with decisions y 
have not the support and therefore 4 
confidence of the students as a why
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The sensational news of the meeting of 2nd May wps discussed 

uite adequately in the Capping issue of Craccum. Otherwise the 
#ly interesting matters were that of student representaion on the

msequenth (̂ uncii ancj perennial one of clearing up the table tennis room 
3ced upotecial Gsa t o p p i n g .

Mr. Piper’s term of office as our representative on the College Council 
ires in June; later, at one of the special meetings it was decided to 
point him. It is a significant position, whose existence is known by 
Mr.'Piper is our only permanent spokesman there, and he is at least 
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matters in perspective, and constantly 
principles in mind. H is resignation 
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d the Proj td well at O xford, 
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of Capping stuff by a given date, 
the motion was finally passed, how- 
Peter Goddard said q u ietly : “No, 
not be bullied. I will ju st do my

H orton moved that a letter be written 
to D r. Anschutz apologizing for the em­
barrassment caused him and pointing out 
that “his decisions in the m atter of 
censorship Have the confidence of three 
successive meetings of this Executive who 
affirm  their support of the system of hav­
ing an Advisory Censor so that students 
may put out their own publications w ith­
out the threat of censorship.” T hey  also 
asked him to reconsider his resignation 
from the position of Advisory Censor.

t a,
i t t e e :
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<ome generous parting gesture to the 
public, amended the motion that she 
id 12/-!
Miss L ’s case is more serious—  

wants a new costume. E x ec , deny 
ponsibility, but if M iss L ’s search 

the architects concerned is unsuc- 
they may make an ex gratia 

aient.
nit is asking
'xecutive a§olessor's disapproval

letter was received from  P rof, 
nan, informing E x ec , that he dis­
ced of the contents of Capping 

with the * •  He felt at such a subject was 
business of the daily papers and that 
its should concern themselves with 
s more suitable to the occasion 

Capping 3 uPP'nS- He had discovered that at 
one of the editorial committee had 

tr been to university ! 
the mail, too, there were almost 

ical letters from  M r. Frankovich 
Mr. Postles, stating their respective 

to place on record their complete 
ijproval of the form  this year’s Cap- 

Book tooky and of the m aterial 
lained therein. T hey  also wished 

ve their protests against its pub- 
linn recorded.

Horton moved a motion that the out- 
correspondence be confirmed and 

inwards received except for these 
letters. This motion was passed 
the dissention of M iss Cotton, M r. 

ton (Elam representative) and M r. 
sties.

In the reports, P eter Goddard rem ark­
ed that Capping had been, to judge by 
the N.Z. Herald, better than last year. 
W hen asked how the financial side of 
Revue had gone, he answered, “A t least 
as well as last year.” Do E xec, know, in 
figures, how last year’s Revue went? If  
they don’t, many students would like to 
know.

Among > the more interesting m atters 
arising at the meeting of 30th M ay were 
a suggestion from Prof. Anschutz that 
the College authorities may be taking up 
the m atter of censorship, the appointment 
of the new' Chairman for M .H .C . and the 
announcement of the latest blues.

A  letter was received from  P rof. 
Anschutz stating that lie would reconsid­
er his resignation “with the proviso that 
the. m atter of censorship may be taken up 
by Professorial B oard .”

A  letter from  Rod Sm ith contanied 
three motions to be placed on the agenda 
of the special general meeting. One of 
these will move “that the Association 
agree that efforts should be made to 
establish a tradition of m aterial in Cap­
ping Book other than that of “Comic 
C uts” m aterial of pornography and to 
that end forthw ith elect a committee to 
consider and make recommendations re­
garding the form of Capping Book for 
1956, such committee to table its report 
and recommendations at least two weeks 
prior to the 1955 A .G .M .” I hope this 
reminds students that all members of 
Stud. Ass. have the right to move 
motions at a general meeting.

Outrages
M iss L. has w ritten to say that she 

cannot find the people responsible for the 
damage to her clothes. Andrew Clarke 
has been authorised to approach the 
persons responsible for these outrages 
and inform them of E x e c .’s decisions. I 
am sure that M r. Clarke will be capable 
of resisting “outrages”.

Hanno Fairbu rn was appointed C hair­
man of M en’s House Committee.

T he follow ing Blues were ratified : 
A ssociation F oo tba ll— J .  Rogers, D. G. 

L . Bobb.
Indoor B asketball— R . A. Player.

■ Skiing— W ynne Lennard.
Tennis— Raewyn Dickson, B . W oolf. 
T able Tennis— G. P . Gardiner.
A thletics— H . H illiam , D. Sm ith, Col­

leen M oran, M argaret Mellsop, H. 
W ard, R . K ing, R . Brookes.

BLOOD DONATIONS
Besides the all too frequent road acci­

dents, the well known R H  babies, and 
the similar circum stances common in 
hospitals where a speedy transfusion is 
the obvious difference between life and 
death, there are many occasions when a 
certain recovery is made more easily with 
the help of an ex tra  pint of blood. T o  
meet demands as they occur hospitals 
establish blood banks. A t the Auckland 
H ospital any person between eighteen 
and sixty five inclusive (su b ject to 
parent’s consent under tw enty-one), may 
donate a pint of blood every three 
months. T he blood is used as given for 
tw'o weeks and thereafter as plasma with­
out blood cells. T h ere  is very little 
waste.

Blood fs not taken if the donor suffers 
from a weak heart, a taint of malaria, 
or anything else which could harm him­
self or the recipient in the transfer. T he 
blood bank personnel are of course the 
best authorities on these. A lm ost all 
donors are at first thought a little dicky 
about needles but if one looks the other 
way, as one should for any needle, the 
first (lo ca l) is a . pin prick and the 
second (blood) is not felt. T h at the 
Hospital should rely considerably on 
those who come two,three, eve n four 
times a year shows that these qualms 
evaporate with experience.

T his is advance notice of a campaign 
to get more bloocF donors from  this- 
College. Everyone will I feel sure agree 
that this is a worthy cause but it is only 
if this sentiment is followed by action 
that it is of any value.— D. W . Lang.

Page 3

GOING ABROAD NEXT 
YEAR?

As a result of the last International 
Student Coirference the Co-ordinating 
Secretariat (C o se c )' in conjunction with 
the Dutch, Norwegian and Sw iss 
N ational Unions of Students has issued a 
Student Identity Card, providing students 
in all parts of the world with a standard, 
generally recognised document certifying 
the hearer as a bona-fide student. T his 
should make available whatever special 
facilities are available to students.

Published in conjunction with the 
Identity Card are a H an dbook on Student 
T ravel and a booklet on Student H ostels  
and Restaurants.

T he H an dbook  contains detailed in ­
form ation from  21 countries on social 
events, study tours and w ork camps, 
summer courses, accommodation, cultural 
activities, transport and comprehensive 
lists of inform ation agencies, low cost 
restaurants, etc.

Student H ostels and R estaurants  covers 
80 cities in 16 European countries— over 
120 hostels and 65 restaurants. D etails 
given are addresses, telephone numbers, 
complete descriptions of facilities, price 
lists for accommodation, meals and ser­
vice.

T he charges for Identity. Card and 
H an dbooks  are nominal, approxim ately 
one shilling. ,

Identity Cards should be available in 
New Zealand by February, 1956. They 
will be issued by the New Zealand U ni­
versity Students’ A ssociation and must 
be accordingly endorsed.

A ll enquiries should be directed t o :—  
T he Secretary,

N.Z. University Students’ A ssociation, 
P .O . B o x  1884,
W ellington, C .l.

lilt2
by Mugwump

A t the last Council meeting, the archi­
tects’ plans lor the engineering school at 
T am aki were approved, and will now be 
submitted to the Government. T h is 
means that the actual form  of the first 
building for Tam aki is now definite. T he 
style, seen in the newspaper sketch, will 
presumably be followed in the other 
buildings.

T h e Chairs of M athem atics, Philosophy 
and M echanical Engineering are now be­
ing advertised— all significant subjects^ 

Air. W alton of the English D epart­
ment has resigned and will leave at the 
end of Ju ly .

T h e Tru stees of the Auckland Savings 
Bank have given A .U .C . L ibrary  £1,000.

COLLEGE LIBRARY
Some recent acquisitions

Bernal, John Desmond.
Science in H istory.

Curti, Alerle Eugene, editor.
A m erican Scholarship  in the Twentieth  
Century.

Deutsch, O tto E rich .
H andel, a docum entary biography. 

Gowers, S ir  E rnest A rthur.
T h e C om plete P lain words. [A  guide 
to the use of E nglish  by officials and 
others J.

H ighet, G ilbert.
T he M ind o f Man.

Kallm ann, Franz Josef.
H ered ity  in H ealth  and M ental D is­
o rd er ;  principles of psychiatric genetics 
in the light of comparative twin studies. 

K night, George W ilson.
T he M utual F la m e :  on Shakespeare’s 
Sonnets and T h e Phoenix and the 
T u rtle .

Pound, E zra  Loom is, translator.
T he Classic A nthology defined by Con­
fucius.

T h ree  C lassics o f Italian C alligraphy;  an 
unabridged reissue of the w riting books 
of A rrighi, T aglien te and Palatino. 

T illotson, Geoffrey.
T hackeray , the novelist.

W eizsacker, C arl Friedrich , F re ih err 
von.
T he W orld  V iew  o f Physics. [T ra n s­
lation by A larjorie  G rene].

AUSTRALIA NEXT 
SUMMER?

T h e  present T rav el and E xchange 
Schem e between N.Z. and A ustralian 
students for the summer vacation of 
1955-56:

Thos. 
a ircraft.

T hos. Cook will make all arrange­
ments about internal travel in A ustralia 
and handle all clearances, etc., etc. 

Return fare will be £32-£34.
Auckland will have 12 seats.
I f  charter is not obtained, groups of 10 

or more receive a 10% discount.
See Lesley Quinn, T ravel and E x ­

change O fficer, for more details.

Cook are trying to charter an
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O P E N  F O R U M In O i

Readers Really Have Their
Position of President

Sirs,
I am one of the many who voted for 

M r. Frankovich and thus put him into 
office. F irst, he let us down by failing 
to make any attem pt to oppose the fee 

.rise  proposal, and I  also remember his 
election promises.

Now this Capping Book fiasco— P ro ­
fessor Anschutz was, everybody thought, 
to be the judge of what was right and 
what was w rong for publication. The 
Execu tive accepted his judgements, but 
M r. Frankovich thought differently, and 
so took it on his own head to have what 
he did not like removed. Even if, as in 
all fairness to M r. Frankovich is quite 
likely, he was doing what he thought 
best for the students, he surely could 
have had the common courtesy to obtain 
a vote on the m atter from our  executive. 
A fter all, it is our Capping Book, and 
M r. Frankovich is only one  of our repre­
sentatives on the Executive, so he should 
have asked our other representatives 
what they thought.

I  think, after his obvious mismanage­
ment of these two important matters, the 
E xecutive's no-confidence vote is well 
justified.

— Julian  Brook.

College socicd life
Sirs,

I  should like to initiate a discussion on 
the lack of “A  spirit of friendliness” 
w hich exists at our College and offer a 
few suggestions (hoping that others may 
consequently add th e ir ’s as to how the 
position might be improved.

How often have newcomers, students 
or returning graduates had a friendly 
smile or word returned by a vacant stare 
or look meaning “ I don’t know you so 
why should you speak to m e?” W hy 
shouldn’t we speak whether we know one 
another or not? W ell, allowing that we 
should know the people to whom we
speak, how can we get to know them? 
W e  find that students jo in  clubs and 
when acquainted with other club mem­
bers congregate about the cloisters and 
are referred to as “Tram ping Club,
S .C .M ., etc. Types” . Now there are 
students who have no tim e to join many 
clubs and, apart from a few friends, can 
feel very lonely.

W hen Coffee Evenings were first
introduced I am sure that they were
meant to help fill this gap in students’ 
lives. T h ey  were to be a regular meet­
ing of all students wanting company 
whether they were male, female, freshers, 
graduates or lec tu rers ; a time when 
people could meet those who attended the 
same lectures or clubs, but who always 
seemed to have to dash off home or to 
another lec tu re ; a tim e when graduates, 
who had left the college to go out into 
the world to make a living, could come 
back and renew old acquaintances.

W ell what has happened to coffee 
evenings? W e find that they are 
announced by poster to start at 8 p.m. 
A t 8 p.m. the band arrives. A  few people 
stand around the windows looking in at 
the dismal empty room. T h is is enough 
to turn many away rather than risk the 
2/6 which most students are wary of ju st 
throw ing away. Betw een 9 and 9.30 there 
are enough people to encourage the rest, 
who usually arrive before 10. There 
are a few dances before supper which

lasts until 10.30 or 10.45 leaving time for 
a few dances before people start think­
ing about the last bus or tram . Is  it any 
wonder that coffee evenings aren’t as 
popular as they have been, or could be?

N ow to remedy a few of these ills I 
would make the following recommenda­
tions.

1. T o  draw the crowd to the doors at 
8 o-clock a notice on posters stating that

the first 6 men and 6 women would be 
admitted free.

2. Cut out supper ( I  can hear moans 
from  students who have had no te a ). 
Supper entails a lot of w ork and a cer­
tain amount of expense.

3. F inish shortly after 11 p.m. in time 
to allow last buses etc. to be caught 
without m issing the last dance.

4. Less tim e between dances.
5. T h is  is, a question of finance. Is a 

band really necessary? (P lease  note that 
I  have no fault to  find with any band 
which has played at a varsity  function.) 
I f  properly organized, gramophone 
records can be qui*e satisfactory. T his 
item (b an d ), usually one of at least 
£7/7/-, together with supper, increases 
the overhead to an extent where it is 
often hard to show a profit. I f  these 
were omitted either the tariff could be 
reduced or a decent profit made whcih 
should reduce the financial demands on 
E x ec .

W hile speaking of finance, some B alls  
at our college have become something of 
a farce. They are so sophisticated and 
expensive that most students can’t afford 
or desire to go. They are often run at a 
loss, providing entertainm ent for many 
people who have no connection with 
varsity, at the expense of students. E .g . 
A t the Tournam ent B all I know of some­
one, who had forgotten to buy a ticket 
(but was quite prepared to do s o ), 
meeting no one on the door to admit only 
those with tickets. W hose fault was 
th is?  I don’t blame him for having an 
evening’s free entertainm ent but the fact 
remains that it was paid for by some­
one’s S .A . Fee. T h is is one reason why 
I  wonder if the increase o f 5/- for E x e c , 
expenditure is warranted. I do, how­
ever, support the levy of 7/6 for the 
Gymnasium as being a fair and reason­
able way of raising the money. Students 
would then feel they had a share in, and 
be more likely to use it if they felt they 
had had to pay for it.

I have no desire to turn this into a 
financial wrangle and would say how well 
I thought Tournam ent was run this year. 
I  was impressed with the “Friendliness” 
of gll. W hy  even Auckland students 
were speaking to other Aucklanders that 
they did not k n o w ! L et us see if we can’t 
carry  a bit of that spirit through the 
year.

— W .H .H .

Capping Book comment '
Sirs,

. L E T T E R S  TO  T H E

nf the Royal New Zealand Navy. A s 
to these activities being on the increase, 
well that is natural— Auckland is a rapid­
ly growing city. W e  owe it a lot to some 
of our migrant types from  oversea's too. 
A s for students, well at the risk of violent 
repercussions, I will state that in my e x ­
perience at parties, “male m arriages”, the 
younger generation of , active  perverts 
have consisted largely of students, and 
A .U .C . types not excepted.

As for the Captain of a visiting ship 
saying that Auckland was rivalling 
Sodom and Gom orrah, well he is no 
doubt partly right, but I suggest that 
the investigators tally  up the number of 
pervert types in New Zealand, and A uck­
land in particular, who came to this land 
from, say, Britain . I t  would make an 
interesting graph. Also, it is a known 
fact that we all miss noticing much of 
the vice of our home-town. I guess that 
the Captain of this B ritish  ship is no 
different.

T here are perverts of all types in 
Auckland, Queers, Queens, Lesbians and 
all other types, I have met lots of them. 
How ever, providing they are not the 
type that would meddle with my child­
ren, and providing they are discreet, I 
say leave them alone. Tolerance is a 
great thing. W hat would you suggest 
doing with them  if you did have them 
all rounded up? D o you think our penal 
system is able and fit to take care of 
them with any hope of reform, no m atter 
how good and dedicated to their jobs 
the P rison s’ officers may be? T h ere are 
fine, talented and tolerant people amongst 
them. A s a whole they will only 
influence, or should we say corrupt, those 
who want to be influenced.

Auckland, in any case, is not a patch 
on Dunedin when it conies to perverts. 
T he most aptly named place in New 
Zealand is “Queens Gardens” in Dunedin.

-Bru ce H . T urner.

Sirs,
I should like to draw the attention ot 

rational students to the following con­
flicting quotations which, unless other­
wise stated, are taken from  the article in 
Capping Book “Can Science Save U s ? ”

(a )  ( i )  "Scien ce has nothing to do 
with good or evil.” ( ii )  “W e merely 
advocate a scientific basis for m orality” 
( “M o ra l: concerned with the distinction 
between right and w rong” —  Concise 
O xford  D iction ary ).

(b )  ( i )  “Science has nothing to do 
. . . with satisfaction of human desires.”

( i i )  “W e would do better to concern 
ourselves with concrete questions of how 
and to what extent a given proposal . . .  
is likely to m inister to the broad satisfac­
tions that nearly all meen seek. T h is is 
where the scientist rather than the ideal­
ist and the m oralist is indispensable.”

I read with interest the Capping Book, 
and especially the article on sex perver­
sion in Auckland. T h e  Capping Book 
as a whole, with its unusually serious 
theme, was I thought “well done.”

A s an ex-servicem an with six  years in 
the navy, and now a part-tim e student at 
A .U .C ., I would like to make a few 
comments.

F irst, as to the activity of perverts 
your youthful “investigators” unearthed, 
well it is nothing new, ask  any sailor

( c )  ( i )  “ Science say s: ‘I f  you want 
to do this I can tell you h o w ; it will 
not tell you if it is w orth doing.”

( i i )  “ Science has survived them all 
as an instrument which man may use 
under any organisation for whatever ends 
he seeks.”

parts or passions; of infinite po1 
dom, and goodnes; the Maker 
server of all things, both vii 
invisible. And in unity of this 
there be three Persons, of one 
power, and authority ; the Fat 
Son, and the H oly Ghost”—Arti 
the T h irty .

—Nine
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(e )  ( i )  Science has deve|
method of controlled observation 
. . . .which has led togeneral 
among competent people.”

( i i )  “W hen controversies 
scientific m atters, as they 
d o ............... ”
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T o  sum up, in the words of 
“Science is not a substitute forj

— E.U. Me

Satchels again!
Sirs,

I cannot conceive why nothi 
been done as promised about thei 
shambles outside the Library. 

U ntil action is taken,
I reraa 
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Sirs,
I was sick, sick, sick, to 

term, of leaving my satchel out 
library, mixed in with a congloi 
of assorted cases and such-like coi 
hoping (futilely  of course) thatli 
be able to find it again when I

O f course as we all know it 
almost hopeless task. “Craccunf 
ed in one edition some sort 
assurance from  someone in an 
position” that something would be

W ell it is the first day of the 
T erm  and something hasn’t 
T here is still the same hopeless ci 
of satchels, bags and other sii 
jec ts  outside the library and the 
feverish searching and throwing 
those not belonging to the seari 
the same audible threats of 
action. I do not ask for or an 
desperate action. I simply suggt, 
( a )  either students be permitted ti 
their satchels into the library or (I 
colossal what-not at present oca 
half the space at the library entraj 
removed elsewhere and be replaa 
a stand with compartments.

/Then at least we will not 
place our satchels etc. in joyous 
abandoned confusion on the floor 
top of the what-not, but will 1 
reasonable chance of finding them 
we left them.

Hoping this suggestion will met; 
some consideration, I remain,

— T a n g i

collect tl 
as is the 

Altern 
one wee 
for fres 
trusted t

Y

Fr

(d ) ( i )  “A s they (god s) are made
in the image of man, so they reflect all 
the characteristics of man.”

( i i )  “T h ere  is but one living and 
true God, everlasting, without body,

Sirs,
W e  should like t a  make a sugi 

for the improvement of the libn 
vice. A s two conscientious studs 
try  to read up all .the textbooks 

. mended to us. But they can only be| 
at half-past nine in the morning, 
for the rest of the day they are \ 
all around the various tables whei 
dents have left them. Would it nod 
better plan if students placed prs 
texts on a particular shelf or table] 
they had finished with them. Or) 
the librarians could at frequent ini
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Observer Takes

EDII

A Dim View of Capping
Capping was much as usual this year — at least it showed 

the usual complete lack of interest by the students. A glance at 
the Dunedin newspapers of early May reveal a  totally different

. r  story.
infinite poi | . , .

ie  Maken There are photographs of their Procesh. for instance, with the fan- 
both vis astic, enormous figures, and the witty floats with crowds milling round. 

Ī  of one5* t seems that Dunedin was there to join in the fun. F or each of
s.’ tjie )tago’s activities there were headlines, headlines all the w ay; packed
host”—Arti louses of course for Capping concert, and the usual thousands of Capping 

books sold.
__Nme

But I must stop there, for I was really asked to comment on 
observaT Auckland's Capping. You must pardon me if this is not a  long

ogeneral ag article, because you know there was not a  great deal to comment
pie.” on, was there?
roversies g Of course there was the now notorious
5 they fj Capping Book fiasco, but even that didn’t 

teem to cause as much stir as one would 
have expected. And I hear that only 
11,000 odd were sold (little  over half 
Otago’s to ta l) . Apparently brassed off 
with the pitiful attempts at humour and 
wit that A .U .C . Capping Book usually 
includes, this year’s Editors tried some­
thing new. And the results— interference, 
official censorship, people telling this to 
the printers and not telling that to the 
Editors— it would hardly have been a 
surprise if the final result was the kitchen

o r d s  of the 
b s ti tu te  for

—E.U.

again

w h y  notl 
a b o u t  the 

L ib ra ry . sink!

Capping Book, at any rate,, finished up 
as a disorganized, censored, and shorten­
ed work, showing one or two signs of 
effort by the Editors to make it “differ­
ent”. The “Report on Adult Conduct” 
was prejudiced by the fact that it wasn’t 
sufficiently comprehensive. I t  seems that 
those responsible grew  tired of 'their 
job  when it was only half done. But of 
course, what would the Association 
President and the College Principal have 
said if it was m ore  than half done!

T here was a bit of a fuss over the 
Rationalist article too. Its  arguments 

were a lot thinner than they could have

been, but if nothing else it did cause 
some people to think a little  m ore about 
why they should believe, and that in itself 
is not a bad thing. B elie f without any 
reasoned consciousness of why, will a l­
ways be branded by some as m ere cre­
dulousness.

“Intellectually  stim ulating” was, I  be­
lieve, w hat the E d itor thought his book 
should be. H is efforts to make it so 
were somewhat spasmodic, and if he ex ­
pected a fu rore he didn’t get it— but 
then, who did he expect to intellectually 
stimulate ?

P rocesh  was . . . well let’s forget P ro ­
cesh. and move on to Collection. I t  made 
good publicity for A .U .C . to read in the 
daily press that the Charity for which 
the collection was held was disappointed 
at the low  amount returned and were 
now wondering ju st w here they w ere 
going to find the remaining £300-£400 of 
their annual income. T h e undergrads, of 
the College must be really proud of this 
achievement.

Revue this year showed that a handful 
of students were prepared to try  to make 
this year’s Capping a good one. T h eir 
enthusiasm, tempered by some firm pro­
duction by Auckland producer Len Green, 
and a fa ir enough script by Linehan and 
Hegan, resulted in a bright show along 
musical comedy lines, with a liberal dash

of satire— and what audiences w ere there 
enjoyed it immensely. I t ’s a pity that 
some more students didn’t turn up to  
see it— if the effort of a trip into town 
didn’t kill them, they would probably 
have enjoyed it.

F inally  Capping ceremony itself. It 
must be years since the Gallery was so 
unappreciative of the fare offered. T h e 
Chancellor’s speech, admittedly, was
short, but the fact that his stout support 
for increased and improved student union 
facilities like most official utterings on 
this subject, must be taken with a grain 
of salt when one sees what is actually 
done— or rather not done, gave more than 
enough reasons for his speech to  be 
drowned by “grateful undergraduate en­
thusiasm .”

But if. they had made such a fuss over 
the Chancellor’s speech, their faces 
would surely have gone red when they 
heard with frightening embarrassment 
the mangled words and gurgled humb 
and ha’s and “blankets of indifference’ 
supplied piecemeal by the students’ own 
representative. I f  a President has enougl 
confidence in him self to continue in office 
after an Execu tive no-confidence vote 
one would expect that he would have 
the same confidence to deliver a speed 
in the native tongue.

W ell another Capping has come am 
gone— the graduands have graduated am 
can now leave the U niversity with the 
knowledge that they have successfulh 
passed on to the present students thei 
lack of pride in their College and, if thi 
Capping is any indication, no doubt th< 
undergrads, will have little  difficulty i: 
doing the same. — B.R.M

I rem 
—E.\[f; Correspondence continued

collect these books and put them away, 
as is the practice in the Public L ibrary. 

Alternatively librarians could introduce 
1 one week’s compulsory library training 

,u .-i s °M for freshers so that students could be 
trusted to put books away themselves.
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Yours, in hopeful anticipation, 

Frustrated I and Fru strated  I I .

Christianity in the 
University

Sirs,
It would seem that M r. X , contrary 

to "Stubbs” ’ observations, would not 
have a difficult search for Christianity 
within A .U .C . F a r  from  it It  would be 
an easy search. However if M r. X  will 
not come within the bounds of a religious 
club, he has him self to blame. On behalf 
of the Evangelical U nion, may " I  point 
out what he would find?

During the 1st T erm  he would have 
found a series on the W ord  of God, in 
which the “doctrines of C hrist” and “the 
basic principles” of Christianity were 
clearly given. I t  seems that Stubbs has 
forgotten that “faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” . I t  is 
not true that “the cru x of the m atter is 
left out”. I f  M r. X  will come to an 
E.U. Sunday T ea, Houseparty, or week­
ly Thursday meeting, he will find that 
Christian students are not apathetic or 
lukewarm, that God is not left out, but 
that "the power of God unto salvation” 
is placed pre-eminent. I f  he were to de­
cide to believe in Christ and follow Him, 
he would find in his own experience (as 
indeed other students— th,e M r. Y ’s—  
have found) the salvation through Christ 
and the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit.

In the last week of Ju ly , the E .U . will 
be sponsoring a series <jf addressed to 
be given in the College H all by Dr. 
Howard Guinness. These addresses will 
deal with the central facts and claims of 
Christianity; with such titles as “T he 
Fight for C haracter”, “T h e Sanity of 
Faith” and “T h e  Challenge of the Living 
Christ”. D uring this week C hristian

students will be making a special offer, 
to present Christianity. I f  at the end of 
the week Mr* X  is not aware of any 
Christianity within the walls of A .U .C . 
even Stubbs will have to admit that M r. 
X  does not want to find Christianity, or 
else that “the E .U . is too evangelical”. 
A s I  see even now the continual desire 
and efforts of many C hristian students 
there is no indication at all that th e y . 
“avoid the issue” . W h at Stubbs rightly 
expects to be done, is in fact being done, 
and will continue to b e . done.

— B . K . Meadows.

Sirs,
Y our contributor ‘Stubbs’ not only 

proves adequately his claim to have had 
no personal experience of any of the 
three Christian societies within the U n i­
versity but also shows misunderstanding 
of the nature of the Christian faith.

Being a Christian does not consist of 
the simple process: 1. Becom ing a 
Christian. 2. Converting ,others; as 
‘Stubbs’ seems to imply, fo r C hristianity 
is not simply a belief but a way of life. 
W e cannot believe in God and forget 
about the Sou th-E ast Asians, for in­
stance. Our • attitude to the S .E . 
Asians is determined by w hat we believe 
about God.

Christianity is a personal faith— a per­
sonal relationship— that calls not only for 
belief, but also action determined by that 
belief, i.e., response to the God in 
whom we believe. T h e Christian is 
concerned for the S .E . Asians, not ju st 
as S .E . Asians, but as persons for whom 
Christ died.

Such studies are not divorced from 
God, but orientated towards Him  and 
H is W ill.

Finally, Sirs, in connection with the 
paradoxical statement that the S .C .M . is 
too intellectual, the E .U . too evangelical, 
and the Cath. Soc. externally  restricted, 
may I suggest that your contributor con­
sult a dictionary on the meanings of the 
follow ing te rm s : Student, Evangelical, 
and Catholic.

— Jo y ce  N. Pegler.

I ^ o c g A  ( ^ ( f s & t v a iio  . . .
Whence?

Ham ilton residents crossing the foot­
bridge early one morning in vacation 
saw way down below the railw ay bridge 
swinging in the wind— articles of lingerie. 
Som e gallant had braved the terrors of 
bridge crossing and the danger of falling 
into the unpurified W aikato  to hang them 
there and later, another brave had 
sim ilarly risked his life in rescuing them.

T h is is merely one incident in Geo­
graphy Three F ield  T rip  1955. I t  is 
essentially on the lighter side. W ork , in 
the city and surrounding country invari­
ably obtruded. Residents and business

May I apologise to a  certain Mr Stubbs 
who has been, I believe, accredited with 
my effusions?

Any attempt to plagiarise his name w as 
unconscious. But since I have begun to 
use the name, may I continue?

— Stubbs.

men alike were bombarded with questions 
and frantic rushing bods who term ed 
themselves audaciously, Students. B u t 
they in turn questioned the students’ pri­
vate lives, the why and w herefore of the 
beehive.

L ittle  trouble occurred in the city. But 
once they explored the country alone 
armed solely with map, pencil and lunch, 
they were open to anything. Locals 
wondered if they were from  the Income 
T a x  Department, from  the Auckland 
Star, and if the answer were satisfactory 
would invite them to afternoon tea. Cows 
and sheep dotted the skyline with awed 
expressions as soon as they appeared.

They would have been even more 
curious had they known that lights burned 
till dawn in Geog. T h ree ’s hide out.

And now that it is all over we ask 
W here did this animal come from ? F o r 
imagine him —  large eyed, dressed in 
slacks and jumper, with huge tough feet, 
bursting brain and inquisitive precocious 
questions. T he local paper reported him 
as being male in sex, for it made no men­
tion of females in its account. H e is not

attractive. Y et he is the man who hun 
lingerie over the W aikato . Such a simpl 
feat for such a unique person

Capping
W e braved the gallery for capping.
I t  raised one’s m orale to hear the hor 

grunt, see the darts swooping and cur\ 
ing to the heads of Proud Parents, t 
witness the gallery wooden bottle to 
‘capping’ machine, to listen to appropriat 
comments and to hear exaggerated  clai 
ping at any minor point the speakers ha 
the courage to make.

And down below, huddled to their seal 
were the graduands of the year. A 
funereal with colours according to earthl 
merit, they sat, neither smiling nc 
sm irking. T h is was horribly serious. T l 
turning point had com e; now they cou 
recognise their ignorance without disturl 
ing their confidence.

One by one they wavered to tl 
stage, mounted it and were tapped ei 
icouraginglj' on the head by a little b at 
cap, for the good w ork they had don 
T he women placed another cap upr 
their heads as they descended, to proi 
that they were capable of gaining degree 
T h e men, of whom this was expecte 
proceeded bare headed.

H um ility is apparently a sign < 
scholarship. W as the dominance of roui 
shouldered stooped graduands expressh 
of this hum ility? I f  they had stoc 
straight would it have separated the 
as being unscholarly and proud, from  tl 
rest o f the sheep?

Since there is no tradition behind tl 
New W orld  capping ceremony the st 
dents cannot be expected to treat it wi 
the seriousness accorded to ceremoni 
overseas. T h e singing of Gaudeam  
proves this. T h e first verse rose sat 
factorily, but the second faded to 
sopranistic screech and the third ban 
captured the tune.

Capping, for another year is over. Sy 
bolic perhaps was the litter of newspaj 
and program mes which covered the T o ’ 
H all afterw ards, symbolic of disrega 
for degrees.



Mrs,—
Annual reports are not “aimed a t” the 

tudents in any sense. They are intended
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Students may or may not remember 
the Professorial Report to the College 
Council which was brought down last 
term criticising the standard of work 
produced by the students. In any 
case, at least one student thought 
enough about it to write «letter to the 
Editors of Craccum, criticising the re­
port and suggesting new lines of 
approach. This letter was referred to 
the Professors concerned, who were 
asked to reply. The debate is now 
opened on this page.

student's view
Sirs,

Professor Musgrove

THE PROFESSORIAL REPORT

uesdo’

fOR'

Where Does Blame Liel
‘he ’Var, 
tely 30 s
these me

T h e P rofessors of the Auckland U ni­
versity College have again made their 
annual “moan” to the College Council 
w ith regard to the appalling drop in the 
standard of w ork produced by the stu­
dents, particularly those at the Stage 1 
level.

M ight I  suggest that the fault does not 
alw ays lie with students, and that any

(norm al person who has not achieved the 
results he would like in the w ork he is 
doing, would first take a look at his own 
methods before criticizing his m aterial.

T h is has been done this year in the 
case o f Stage I I I  H istory  where over a 
number of years there has been something 
like a 40%  to 50%  failure rate. Quite 
obviously by the time a student has 
reached Stage I I I  in a subject his liability 
to failure should not be anything like as 
great as these figures indicate. Now the 
whole approach to the Stage I I I  H istory 
syllabus has been changed, and from  all 
accounts to the better, and at least it 
will be interesting to see the results at 
the end of the year.

I t  is my contention that a more self- 
critical approach on the part o f  the P ro ­
fessors is needed in every department, and 
at every stage. No one is infallible, and 
it is time that some of the academic 
hierarchy at the College realized that 
systems and methods which worked satis­
factorily  some years ago, will not suffice 
now with the ever-increasing college 
rolls.

I  would also suggest that the profes­
sors would be of fa r  greater service to 

1 the U nivresity  if  their complaints were 
aimed not so much at the students, but 
at the Government which consistently 
hedges at providing the finance necessary 
for the buildings, facilities and staff that 

.a re  needed to make the U niversity all that 
• it should be.
I F o r  example, ju st how well do the 
respective Professors of H istory and 

'E ng lish  expect their Stage 1 students to 
I fare, when they are herded like mobs of 
I sheep in numbers approaching 200 for 
Itheir lectures? T h e Professor of Modern 
’Languages, too, has been voluble for a 
Inumber of years now on the low standard 
I achieved in the French L iterature papers, 
; but makes no mention of the fact that 
I there is only one lecture a week given 
jin this subject, and this lecture ns for the 
' ‘benefit” of all F rench  students, Stage 
[1, Stage I I ,  Stage I I I  and M .A .
- T h e standard of entrance to the U ni­
v ers ity  may not be as high as, for the 
benefit o f all concerned, it might be, but 
; t is time that the P rofessors gave up 
their annual fling at the students, and not 
only had a second look at their own 
nethods, but also demanded the improved 

facilities that each one of them kno'ws he 
iieeds.

These points are raised in all serious­
ness, and many students must be wonder- 
ng -whether the P ro fe sso rs -h a v e  con- 

; idered other possible reasons for the 
’“indifferent standard of w ork” being pro- 
luced.
—“V ivat, academia, vivant professores.”

to present to the College Council— and 
through the Council, to such higher bodies 
as the Government— certain facts, and to 
suggest what might be done about them. 
T o  my mind, they are made in the inter­
ests of the college as a whole, which in­
cludes the students. I f  there were 
fewer students in Stage I, they would get 
better teaching. I agree and have fre­
quently said, that what your correspond­
ent calls the “mob of sheep” in Stage I 
makes good teaching almost im possible; it 
is precisely for this reason that I should 
like to see the number reduced. Not only 
the good students, but also the mediocre 
students would gain by more intensive and 
more individual tu ition ; only the incom­

petent students would be penalised and 
they at present penalise the others.

Comparative figures are interesting. I 
found in 1952 that the normal English 
Department in a B ritish  provincial uni­
versity consisted of about 150 students 
all told and 10 or 12 staff. A t Auckland 
we have 400-500 students and a staff of
6. T he B ritish  students were selected 
more rigorously than ours, and need far 
less elem entary instruction.

Finally, may I say that I have reported 
in the last two years a slight but clear 
rise in standard and attainment in Stage
I. T h ere  are signs of harder w ork and 
better preparation than used to be the 
case. T h is is pleasing, and will, I  hope, 
continue; but the situation will not change 
radically while the U niversity  still admits 
too many weak students for its means.

S . M U S G R O V E , 
Professor of English.

Professor Rutherford

is indisputable, but it should not be blandly 
assumed that the teaching departments 
generally have ignored this necessary ap­
proach. M embers of the H istory  staff 
have certainly thrashed the thing out year 
after year in staff discussions and con­
ferences with professors and lecturers of 
other colleges, and have been to a lot of 
trouble in experimenting with new 
methods at all Stages. In particular, at 
Stage I., (w here Vivat depicts mobs of 
200 students at lectures) we have for 
for years past broken the class up into 
weekly tutorials of twenty or so, and have 
offered optional courses' which reduce the 
size of classes to more manageable num­
bers. T h e  President, Principal and Coun­
cil would also, I  imagine, bear witness to 
it-'that there has been no lack of pressure 
by the staff for additional grants to fin­
ance improved teaching facilities. T his 
pressure has produced, and is producing, 
results. It  must be appreciated that the 
situation as regards staffing room accom­
modation, library facilities is very much 
better than it was ten or twelve years ago.

Certainly there is still room for much 
more improvement. As U niversity teach­
ers, we are m ortal and imperfect, and must 
strive to do our best or better. W e would 
cordially agree that the Government is 
also imperfect, and should do far more for 
us. B ut don’t let us deceive ourselves and 
think too much in terms of externals. T he 
U niversity in essence consists of a body 
of students w ith minds. Some of them 
are of senior status (professors and lec­
tu rers) and are paid salaries both to study 
and to help ju n ior members of the U ni­
versity (undergraduates, etc.) to study. 
P rim arily  the onus is on the student to 
use the facilities of the College to acquire

S irs,—
Y q p r correspondent Vivat, though a 

bit provocative in some of the term s he 
employs, seems to me making a bona fide  
approach to a subject of great moment 
te  the U niversity.

F irst, however, he must get his facts 
straight. T he annual departmental reports 
do not “moan” about a sudden and appall­
ing drop in standards last y e a r ; they re­
veal rather a deep concern at the high 
rate of failure that has become normal in 
the last ten years or so. I t  is not a case 
of the professors having “an annual fling” 
at the students, but of defining the situa­
tion so that we know what the problem is. 
A gain Vivat is w rong when he talks of 
a 40 or 50%  failure over a number r f 
years in H istory  I I I . ;  the pass rate ver 
the last five years has been 7 0 % ,-and in 
no year has it been lower than 61%  of 
those who sought term s, or 6 4 %  of those 
who sat the degree exam inations. S till, 
that is bard enough, and I concede his 
general point that it is too bad. It  is 
worst still at Stage 1., where his 40-50%  
failure would be right.

T h at the situation calls fo r self-criti­
cism by the teaching staff of the College

learning and wisdom by his own efforts, 
with what help he can get from  his con­
temporaries, senior or otherwise. I t  is 
worth considering that the w orthy student 
should succeed, even though he encounters 
bad or indifferent teaching, and that the 
w eaker student should not pass, if he has 
to rely on being spoon-fed. T h is is not to 
say that teaching is not necessary at the 
U niversity level. I t  is very necessary. B ut 
good U niversity teaching will guide, 
direct, supervise and inspire the student 
to w ork for h im self; it will not “give 
him the answ ers,” which a lot of even 
my Stage I I I .  students have expected1— 
in vain.

J .  R U T H E R F O R D , 
Professor of H istory.

Professor Keys
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Sirs, s i t but we
T h e first point I wish to make in rej membe 

to your correspondent is that the sai be once a 
system and methods, whatever on our
faults or m erits, are used for all Stag! 
students. I f  such methods are reas 
ably successful for one section of studi Event. 

Our club
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form er. Such a division will ccc v’ate. i 1̂ n 
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or his lectures. But the important pc: 
is, not that some students fail, but tiaj 
so many fail.

I trust that neither I nor the memitnj 
of my Department are lacking in qualit̂  
of self-criticism ; nor are we blind 
many disadvantages under which we, 
well as the students have to labor 
Certain classes I agree, are too big. Ti 
meet the disadvantage of large numt 
we have for the past 8 years or so 
dec! French I. into two portions for tr 
more difficult part of their work-4 
linguistic part. T h e results, I regret to 
say, are no better. A s for the literanj 
side, which your correspondent criticise! 
it is true that staffing being what it id 
the same lecture has to do duty for all 
classes from Stage I  to Honours. Ba] 
the people who would have more cain 
to complain, in my modest opinion, art 
Stage I I I  and Honours. T he level of tbei 
one lecture in general literature is mort| 
likely to be below their level than abort 
th a t of Stage I.

A s long as the standard of entrance to 
the U niversity of New Zealand is as] 
low as it is— and even if that level is 
lower in some subjects than in others—
I shall continue to attack it. My attack 
may take the form of what your corres-] 
pondent calls our annual fling at the stu-j 
dents, attempts to get the ' level i 
Entrance raised, or merely aftempts to 
effect improvement in the accrediting 
system.

Finally  let me assure my critics tk| 
there is nothing personal in my stricture| 
on student-performances. T o  complain! 
to the Government as' your correspondent' 
suggests, about lack of buildings and 
finance would get nobody anywhere. The} 
fundamental defects in the situation are] 
firstly, thanks to our low Entrance level,] 
the excessive number of people who art 
admitted, and secondly the low level of 
attainment in fundamental disciplines 
when they are admitted.

— A. C. Keys,
Professor of Modern Languages.
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SPORT

HARRIERS
The ’Varsity H arrier Club is approxi- 
itely 30 strong this year. Tw enty-five 
these members are active participants 
“the sport that is never cancelled.’’ 

it are very pleased to welcome all the 
ĉomers to the club and assure them 

at they will en joy  a good season’s run- 
(  The club personnel is ever-chang- 
l  but we are lucky in having one stal- 

nake in re art member, our President, Les B arker, 
iat the sai ho once again will be turning out for 
atever the jon our club runs and in the Centre 
r all Stage i ices,

r ;* Our elub runs are held every Saturday
ferior to ft “ernoon at ^ p.m. -1 hese are trom 

will ota ^ te homes, thus making it possible 
. ]ect[1‘ ir a variation in runs and a pleasant

ithering afterwards over a delicious 
lemoon tea. E very  second week-end' 

e is usually a Centre race. W e  have

■— mm ays had good entries in these and
i l l  d placings, both in team events and 
111 ividually.

Cities To D ate
enjoyable opening run in the P t. 

valier area was held- from  Les 
•ker’s home at Newton. T here were 
packs, a fast and slow, the form er 

ing an 8-mile run and the latter a 
aile run. Those who showed up well 
he slow pack were Des M acDonald,

......'~WÊ ' is training very hard, Rod Claridge
h M  I id Peter Q roakes; and in the fast pack 
111111 barren Travers, Don Sm ith and P eter 

limer all ' went well and appear to be 
■tty fit; Both Graham Robinson and

lllllll

h.

portant poia 
ail, but tin

the mend»! 
g in qualities; 
we blind : 
/hich we, ai 

to labour, 
too big. T 
rge numbers 
s or so dirt- 
ions for the 
r work-tbt 

I regret 
the literary 

ait criticises. 
; what it is. 
duty for ail 
nours. Bn 
more cause: 

opinion, are 
level of tin 

ure is more 
I than abort

CLUB N E W S
TRAMPING CLUB

lor many years it has been a stock 
ing that we are m erely a glorified 
jit school, that the social life is 
xagre, that we do not linger to sharpen 

wits, but dart home to belated meals 
solitary swot. A  residential college 
Id up as the answer to all ills. But 

ins move slowly and the glorious 
theme of Tam aki may not take tangible 
(rape in your student lifetime or mine, 
bnd yet there is in your very midst a 
•ely and attractive club where student 
linds, inspired by the week’s provoca- 
se lectures, clash in stimulating argu- 
Wt far into the night. Tram ping Club; 
residential college in embryo and the 

tudents’ answer to D r. Thompson, Jo in  
[ramping Club and combine the advant- 
es of home cooking and the companion- 

kip of a residential college with the 
aithy life of the outdoors.
The Winter Program m e :—
iune 18th-19th: W aitakere W atershed
irea Week-end.
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Saturday, Ju ly  2nd : Annual Dinner.
Mid Term Break, Ju ly  7th-10th : W a i- 
reamai Hut, T e  Aroha. 
first week-end of the August holi- 
lys: O’nuku, Muirs.
Second week of the A ugust holidays: 
ational Park trip.— E .J .

FIELD CLUB
Twenty-four members of F ield  Club 
tre among the introduced fauna of 
[iwau Island for the E aster vacation, 
fc Easter Friday four members estab- 
sbed a beach-head in a twelve-room 
ansion with all mod. cons. T h is luxury 
as scorned for >a three-day circumnavi- 
ition of the island to study the coastal 
filogy.
Further invasions of the island eon- 
nued until the following W ednesday. A  
tries list of the flora of the island was 
mpiled and compared with one of 1876 
i study the effect of human and m arsu-

C R A C C U M

B rian  Davis are also showing good early 
season form ; and the latter will be hard 
to keep out of the tournament team if he 
trains hard this season. T h e open com­
bined run for all clubs was on Saturday, 
A pril 30th, and this provided a good 
training run over the country. During 
the vacation runs were held from  P . 
A im er’s, G. Robinson’s and B . D avis’s 
homes, and from  all reports these were 
very much enjoyed.

Training
T rain ing runs are held every W ednes­

day and Thursday evenings from  the 
M en’s Common Room  at 5 p.m. and we 
are always back in time for 6 o’clock 
lectures. B y  now you should have all 
worked out a tabling schedule and should 
be trying to keep to this as much as 
possible; I think you will all be surprised 
at the progress you make, and after some 
training, harriering becomes a far more 
enj oyable sport.

— Cross-conn try.

RUGBY
V arsity  holidays are always a problem 

for our club, and some teams are forced 
to default owing to the shortage of 
players. T his of course is unfortunate, 
but all in all this difficulty has been well 
met this year.

The seniors, much to our disappoint­
ment, play as individuals rather than as 
a team.

T he practice of taking players from  • 
jun ior teams to fill positions in the 
senior team has been widely criticised in 
recent weeks by club members. Senior 
selectors could do well to take note of

pial colonisation. M arine biology re ­
ceived much support due to the presence 
of underwater “goggling” gear. . T his 
valuable equipment enabled members to 
partake of a club delicacy, paua steaks.
It  is hoped that the equipment will be 
used in future camps for the collecting 
of these interesting and valuable mol­
luscs.

On W ednesday, the 27th of April, M r.
R . L . Bieleski gave a lecture on his 
research work on “Regeneration of 
K au ri.” A  large audience heard a most 
interesting account of this topical sub­
ject.

M r. Bieleski left for Sydney on May 
27th to continue research for his doctor­
ate. T he club will feel his departure 
greatly as he was an extrem ely active 
member and was co-editor of Tane> 
1953-4. Since he entered college in 1950 
he has shown many active interests, in­
cluding presidency of Photo Soc. and 
played the leading part in 1954 Revue.

All those who had the fortune to know 
Rod. will wish him success in his future 
research.— E .M .

PHOTOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY

“A photograph is what you care to 
make it.” T h is  is the simple answer to 
the contemporary arguments whether 
photography is to be a scientific instru­
ment, propaganda for the press or a 
creative medium.

Thus spoke Stephen R am say, founda-, 
tion member of A .U .C . Photographical 
Society and V ice  President of the A uck­
land Cam era Club, at the society’s first 
open competition of the year. M r. R am ­
say has ju st returned from  two years 
photographing wild life in the South 
Island, so he knows what he is talking 
about.

In  a stimulating address, he considered 
the rival concepts of art, science, and 
press photography and illustrated his 
talk  with reference to the Auckland 
Cam era Club as characteristic of artistic 
groups and clubs throughout the world.

such criticism . Perhaps this practice is 
justifiable when in juries leave the seniors 
short, but to bring a player from  another 
team and to leave good players on the 
sideline can do no club any good.

T he 2B  and “3 B  teams seem to be in 
the same boat ; in that in several games 
they have held, and often lead their 
opponents right up till the last quarter, 
and then they have been beaten narrow ly 
in the last few  minutes.

O ’Rorke, o f course, suffers from  the 
large number o f loose players. W e  have 
it on good report that “Jum bo” Hawkins 
and A rthur Y o u n g  were the only “tight” 
players in the gam e against Ponsonby.

Now all our players are back 
and we hope fo r  much better results. 
But we must rem em ber that out of the 
two teams w hich  take the field, one must 
lose. T he gam e is the thing, and the 
entertainm ent afterw ards makes it w orth­
while.— M yles B . Hynde.

LUNCH HOUR NET BALL 
COMPETITION

T he N etball Competition is about to 
start again. A t the time copy closed for 
this issue of Craccum  most of last year’s 
teams (16 in num ber) had entered again 
or were in the process of being re­
organised. New teams, especially from  
D epartm ents of the A rts Faculty, are 
.still welcome. In the past the competi­
tion has been dominated num erically by 
Science Faculty  teams. N ot only would 
the competition become m ore interesting 
if there were more teams from  the A rts 
Faculty, but more A rts Students would

‘Special com petitions’ M r. Ram say said 
were ‘good exercises in giving command 
over the medium’ and the creation of 
something from  nothing considerably en­
hanced an individual’s aesthetic values.

He spoke of the international portfolios 
in which 10-12 #■ prints were exchanged 
between U .S .A . and N.Z. each year and 
stated that the ensuing criticism  encour­
aged photography here as a means of e x ­
pression and as a form of art.

He made it c lear that the person who 
creates rather than discovers something 
eg. a moonlit bay —  deserves greater 
merit, and this in a time when it is be­
coming increasingly difficult to produce 
an original photograph.

T was surprised to find such a large 
entry, varied and of such high quality’ 
he stated as he began judging the thirty  
odd prints presented . T hen he prescribed 
the amateur to ‘m ake it big and make it 
simple.’

He pointed out that photographs record 
textures, as g listen ing bubbles of foam, 
better than a painter is able to record 
.them. And he clearly  illustrated in a 
series of A uckland Cam era Club exhibi­
tion prints, that photographing ideas is as 
fascinating and as effective as photo­
graphing record s. I t  became increasingly 
evident, especially  in the under five pound 
section that it is ,the man behind the 
cam era and not the cam era itself that 
m atters.

T he m ajo rity  of prints were ‘creative’. 
And if, as M r. R am say originally stated, 
judging open competitions is ‘quite a 
headache’ he deserves credit and appre­
ciation for his very satisfactory results.

R E S U L T S  w ere as fo llow s:
Under £5 section

1. M. Strange ‘Autumn G lory’
2. S. Renshaw
3. A. Gowrie 

M ajor section B
1. John Edw ards for ‘Lan d  U plifted  

H ig h ’
2. M ary Strange for ‘M ud’
3. M ary Strange
John Edwards gained 45 of a possible

experience the fun and other benefits of 
the N etball games.

W here it has been possible, student 
organisers have been appointed to  form  
departmental teams. I f  you want to 
play N etball and have not been 
approached by one of these students, 
come and see me and I  will do my best 
to arrange a team place for you.

M any of the N etball teams are com-, 
posed of men, while the rest are mixed 
teams of men and women. Rough play 
is strongly discouraged so that feminine 
skill is not nullified by male boisterous­
ness. No previous experience is neces­
sary in order to play N etball. E v ery  
player is issued with a copy of the rules 
and soon requires sufficient know-how.

T h e competition is held on a court 
situated behind th e  Education Board  
O ffice in W ellesley Street, ju s t three; 
minutes walk from  the college. I will 
try  to give each team one game per week, 
but this will depend on whether or not 
two m atches can be played most week 
days. I f  possible, one game will be 
played between 12 and 1 p.m. and another 
between 1 and 2 p.m. every day of the 
w orking week. Games start at 10 minutes 
past the hour and finish at 10 minutes 
to the hour. T h is allows ju s t sufficient 
time for players to return to college and 
change before lectures start. T h ere  is 
no stipulation about dress, except that 
players must be in rubber, soled shoes or 
bare feet.

Student referees .are  wanted for Friday 
games and other occasional games.

T h e competition begins very soon. I f  
you wish to play see me immediately.

S. R . B R O W N ,
Physical Education O fficer, Hut. 6.

MODERN LANGUAGES
Our next meeting will be a new kind 

of Germ an evening. T h is will feature 
items of .a  Germ an nature, but will be 
specially planned to entertain non- 
German students as well.

So  do not be put off if your knowledge 
of German is negligible, or even non­
existent. T h e  programme will enable 
you to hear what fhe language sounds 
like, at the same time introducing you 
to some of the typical folk-songs and 
folklore of the German people.

T he evening will begin with the pre­
sentation of a pantomime featuring 
selected fairy  tales from  the collection of 
the brothers Grimm, about whom a brief 
talk will be given.

T h e stories will be read in their 
original German and enacted simul-. 
taneously, a method which should allow 
everyone to follow them. ' T he reader 
will be M r. Don Gutch.

T h e second part of the programme 
will consist of community singing of 
popular German folk-songs. A fterw ards 
supper will be served in the cafeteria.

W e specially invite German I  and G er­
man prelim, students to come along to 
this meeting and lend support to “their” 
language. T h is is, after all, the only 
evening of the year devoted to German. 
W atch  the notice boards for the tim e and 
date.

T h e  club is planning an interesting list 
of Fren ch  evenings for ths rest of this 
term . W e also hope to arrange lunch­
time recorded programmes of some of 
F ran ce ’s greatest plays, presented by the 
Comedie Francaise. These would be a 
pleasant way for students to widen their 
knowledge of Fren ch  language and 
literature at the-sam e time.

And remember, if you have any ideas 
or suggestions yourself, pass them  on to 
a comm ittee member. T he club is only 
as good as you make it.
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GERM ANY continued:

PROBLEMS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
T h e Second W orld  W a r started by 
H itler caused a tendency to generalise 
G erm an history in the negative. “Ger­
many— the eternal aggressor” is during 
w ar a stimulating propaganda slogan. T o  
get away from  it is, as I  know, very diffi­
cult because of the emotional implica­
tions brought about by the horrors and 
sufferings during the war. It  is clear to 
us Germ ans that we alone bear the re­
sponsibility for what happened during 
the Second W orld  W a r  and that we have 
to  make good as much as possible. A  
different question is the problem of guilt. 
T here  exists not such a thing as collec­
tive guilt, but only a  personal guilt. The 
personal guilt is either a pure moral or 
a crim inal one. Political inexperience 
and foolishness, however, is no personal 
guilt, but is covered by the responsibility.

T h e recent lessening of the tension be­
tween W e st and E a st has been specially 
welcomed by us Germans. The Iron 
Curtain runs through the heart of Europe 
and therefore also through our country.

Potsdam and after

1

H ow  did this division actually happen? 
T h e  Potsdam  Agreem ent signed in 
summer, 1945, by the four then-allied 
Pow ers, put one fourth of the German 
territory , the very east beyond the Oder 
and N eisse R ivers, under Polish and 
Soviet administration. A nother fourth, 
also in E a st Germany, became Soviet 
occupied, w hereas the western half of 
Germ any was occupied by America, 
G reat B rita in  and France. W hen in 
1947-48 the tension between the three 
W estern  Pow ers and the Soviet Union 
became very strong and paralysed the 
w ork of the Supreme Allied Council in 
Berlin , the three W estern  Powers 
allowed the States or Laender in W est 
Germany, after free elections were held, 
to form  the Federal Republic of G er­
many, w hereas the small communist 
m inority in the Soviet zone formed the 
Government of the so-called Democratic 
Republic of Germany.

N early all the 14.5 million Germans 
who lived beyond the Oder and Neisse 
R ivers had been expelled right after the 
end of the war. 2.5 millions did not 
survive the experiment. Four million 
stopped in the Soviet zone, increasing 
its population to 18 millions. The other 
8 million expellees poured into the 
Federal Republic in W est Germany, in­
creasing its population to 48 million.

Exodus to the West

natural flow of goods between the highly 
industrialised regions of W est Germany 
and the agriculture surplus region of 
Germ any beyond the Iron Curtain. In  
addition there was the damage caused by 
war destruction and dismantling.

A ll these factors and the collapse of 
all confidence in the political leadership 
served to  paralyse initiative and led to 
economic chaos. An open inflation para­
lysed the will to work, eliminated the 
means of determining profitable produc­
tion, and prevented the healthy exchange 
of goods and services.

Reconstruction
T h e  food situation assumed truly dis­

astrous proportions. I t  compelled a 
reduction of food rations in 1947 to less 
than 1,000 calories daily.

In  view of this catastrophic supply 
situation, the great significance of private 
and public assistance from  abroad, also 
from  this country, in those difficult years 
can be readily understood.

W ith  the replacement in June, 1948, 
of the shattered R eichsm ark by a sound 
currency, the prerequisite for the r e s t o r ­
ation of the W est Germ an economy had 
been created, despite the hardships in­
volved (93.5  per cent devaluation).

T h e Federal Government, w hich was 
established in 1949, replaced the planned 
economy policy by a “F ree  M arket E c o ­
nomy,” choosing the term  “ Social M arket 
Econom y” i n , order to signify, that the 
underlying principle of free m arket eco­
nomy is not dogm atically applied. Its 
limits are reached, w here social or cul­
tural questions begin to clash with the 
principle of unrestricted supply and 
demand.

Figu res which are taken from  the 
statistics of Germ any as a whole as to 
the average consumption per head of the 
population reveal, not a pressure on 
wages, but the trag ic need of the victims 
of the two currency reform s, who are 
now old and cannot w ork, of the old and 
non-w orking refugees and expellees and 
the other people who have been throw n 
by the war out of their livelihoods and 
their job s. In W est Germany, 11.3 m il­
lion people draw pensions of some kind 
or other, above all war disabled soldiers 
and civilians and the widow? and orphans 
of the 3 million soldiers killed in action 
and the 1.2 million soldiers missing and 
m ostly presumed dead.

Heavy tax burdens

T here is a steady influx of Germans 
from  the Soviet zone into the territory 
of the Federal Republic. In 1953 approxi- 
m atelly 1,000 people and last year 500 
people fled per day from  that zone to 
W est G erm any; up to now there are 
m ore than two million or one in every 
nine inhabitants of the Soviet zone liv­
ing in W est Germany, having augmented 
its population to 50 million. The area 
of W est Germ any is approxim ately the 
same as that of New Zealand. These 
two million refugees and the fore- 
mentioned 8 million expellees from East 
Germany had to be absorbed. This 
turned, out to be an extrem ely tough job 
as the general conditions were already 
difficult beyond imagination.

T h e separation as a result of the war, 
of W est Germany from  the Soviet zone 
and the territories beyond the Oder and 
Neisse R ivers, meant the disruption of 
an organic division of labour and of the

ments should be made in order to prove 
the good will of the Germany of today. 
These payments are borne by all ta x ­
payers, including the young generation 
born only shortly before the war, who 
know no more about H ilter and the 
Nazis than the youth in other countries. 
These financial obligations as well as the 
influx of 10 million refugees and expel­
lees compel W est Germany, having been 
cut off of the eastern agricultural te rr i­
tories, more than ever before to export. 
Y e t the Federal Republic was not able, 
up to now, to reach more than two- 
thirds the percentage of world exports 
the German R eich used to have in the 
world trade before the war.

Housing problems
T h e promotion of house building, 

which had already been urgent because 
of the reduction of dwelling space by 
about 20 per cent during the war, has 
become a task of paramount importance.

Compared with the rate of destruction 
in Germ any (20  per cent) an investiga­
tion by the O E E C  in P aris  shows, that 
Holland and Italy  lost 4 per cent of their 
pre-w ar homes, Fran ce 3 per cent, and 
Belgian and G reat Brita in  2 per cent.

Since the currency reform  in 1948, a 
total of m ore than 2,500,000 dwellings 
has been erected, but at least the same 
number must still be built, as numerous 
fam ilies have only one or two small 
rooms and more than 300,000 refugees 
are still living in camps. Tou rists do not 
know that.

I  should like to mention that without 
the generally disciplined and responsible 
attitude of organised and non-organised 
German Labour, the catastrophe of 1945 
never could have been surmounted in so 
short a time.

Cultural life

Even when the standard of living 
should, one day, equal that in other 
countries, it must be born in mind, that 
its achievement would also mean more 
w orking hours for the Germ an workers 
than for w orkers o f the countries com­
pared. T h is is mainly due to the fact 
that a very considerable part of the 
national income is spent by the Govern­
ment. Germany bears one of the 
heaviest ta x  burdens. F o r  social con­
tributions, including residential construc­
tion and subventions, 40 per cent of the 
revenues of 1953-54 were spent, and for 
occupation and defence costs another 40 
per cent. T h is year the Government will 
have to spend still m ore of the national 
income, as the payments agreed upon 
w ith Germ any’s pre and postwar credi­
tors have begun. S o  have also the pay­
ments for Israel and for those who have 
been persecuted under H itler because of 
racial, political or religious reasons. The 
Germ an people felt that these latter pay-

Nobody will expect of German present- 
day cultural life that it should present a 
smooth and uninterrupted continuation of 
cultural activities of the tim e of the 
W eim ar Republic. N ational Socialism  
and the Second W orld  W a r have '*ad 
a bigger influence in this sphere and 
have more disastrous consequences for 
instance than in the economic sector.

T h ere remains, however, the old herit­
age which reassumed its position imme­
diately, when external conditions were 
norm alised : music by B ach, B eethoven , 
B rahm s and W agner  is being played; 
theatres perform G oethe, K leist, B u e d i­
ner, Hauptmann, S hakespeare, Ibsen , 
M olliere and Calderon. A foreigner who 
visits the large cities will find rebuilt 
theatres, brilliant “ first nights,” balanced 
programmes, intellectual conversations. 
I f  this foreigner looks closer, he will find 
that by no means everything has remained 
the same in the deeper layers of cul­
tural life ; there is much unrest and in­
tellectual hunger— and much new life, 
many an important beginning, many an 
experim ent.

The Bonn Constitution

'K e y  figure in Germ an politics i; 
Chancellor, chosen by absolute maj 
of the Low er House and there 
named by the President.

Actual executive power is in the in 
of the cabinet ministers headed by 
Chancellor.

T he Government has to resign 
when the Low er House express  ̂
lack of confidence in the Chancefe 
electing a successor with the majorit 
its members.

Besides the press and the radio, 
political parties are foremost in tr 
to form  and influence public opinion

Generally speaking, the Federal R t  
lie today again has a strong con sere 
a powerful socialist and a fairly si 
liberal group. T h e  leading partiei 
today D r. Adenauer’s Christian D 
cratic Union (C D U ) , the Social D 
cratic P arty  ( S P D ) ,  and the FreeB 
cratic P arty  ( F D P ) .

T he Federal Elections of Septa 
1953, were won by the Christian Di

We hop

crats, with an absolute majority. Nr era  *n  ^ 
the Communists nor the Right Extra der u ndertl 
were able to get enough votes to T  . 
even one representative into Parlian JP°n a n c e  1 
T h is result shows that the import dthy# a n d  tl 
of Nazi remiscence among the Gar 
people has been greatly overestim 
‘Nevertheless, if an old Nazi stands ffhis article  

and screams, the whole world get 
hear about i j ; but not enougl  ̂ . . ..
reported about the democratic pro? Paslc pnilOS 
made in Germany, because it is m iuragement 
sational.

Militarism dead

It  seems to be quite improbable 
amongst the German generations 
survived one or two world wars, a 
tarism  could emerge which might 
ace the leadership of political life, 
tact stout resistance to German 
pation in the W est European Dei) 
Union had to be overcome in Gen 
T h e Germans finally decided whi 
became plain to them that they could 
expect the other W estern eountrie 
guarantee Germ any’s security if | 
themselves were not prepared to 
any contribution.
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Cornerstone of the Federal Republic 
is the Bonn Constitution. Adopted in 
1949, it guarantees the rights of the in­
dividual, including freedom of speech, 
religion and of the press. Equal rights 
for women are established by law. Capi­
tal punishment has been abolished.

L ike the U nited States, Germ any’s 
Government is based on the federal prin­
ciple.

W ell, now we are waiting for the 
T reaties to become effective, 
treaties w*ere reached after Adei 
had made great concessions to Fi« , •
for the settlement of the Saar proJ’(nrmpr pnpt1 
and after Eden had announced that &
B ritain  would station troops in Em 

F o r  centuries Germany and Franct 
fought for the hegemony in Contini 
Europe, and G reat Britain, kei 
generally in “splendid isolation,” 
to balance the scales by throwing ia 
sword. Now, like a catalyser, &
Britain  brings about peace in Ei 
merely by stationing troops tl 
Churchill and Eden cannot be prai 
enough for their decision. Both, 1 
had kept in mind, that after the 
W orld  W a r the then German F 
M inister Stresem ann, trying hard,
Adenauer now, to foster the deniooftence, the urg 
way of life in Germany, was let dow| problems anc 
his own people because he made 
of concessions for the sake of Et 
but m ostly returned home with 
hands. Churchill and Eden might 
have remembered that for 1,200 >
Englishm en and Germans had n 
raised arm s against each other, but 
quently fought as allies side by side.) 
especially after the invention of the 
rible atom ic weapons, we do hope 
the countries in the world will not) 
any more, but will live peacefully 
by side with each other.
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