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RAW DEAL OYER FOOD
Something Rotten in the State of Ardmore

By 'Craccum' Engineers' Correspondent

A further student tribulation under our Education system  
was recently brought to light by the Student Teachers' "food 
strike" at Ardmore on 24th April. The unsatisfactory food condi­
tions thrust upon Engineering students and student teachers 
have too long been attacked through the "normal channels" and 
must now be put before the public.

When, in course of conversation, a student from Ardmore 
complains of the meals, the almost invariable question evoked is, 
‘Are they really all that bad?” This general air of incredulity 
produced by hearing nothing more substantial than verbal grizzles, 
must be severely shaken by this strong student action. There are 
two major points of com plaint; firstly, the deplorably loiv standard 
of the food, and secondly, the board rates and utilisation thereof.

As direct evidence of the poor quality 
o! the food, the Student H ealth Scheme 
produced findings which cry for immedi­
ate investigation. F o r , on exam ination of 
i cross-section of Engineering Students, 
•jie Doctors found such low standard of 
health that action was imperative, es­
pecially in view of the long hours of 
study to which the university student is 
committed.
For young and energetic people, the 

lack of enthusiasm for a coming meal­
time is not only unnatural but rather 
disturbing. Any sceptics need only glance- 
at the nature and amount of uneaten 
food” that is scraped into the refuse 
bin to be convinced of the w orthiness of 
the student cause.

Breakfast-time sees the tables some­
what neglected, a considerable number of 
prospective engineers and teachers finding 
that their stomachs react better to  empti­
ness than to being half-full of unappe- 
tising food. T h e  lunches are seldom 
-ubstantial enough, and coming to the 
dinner table in the evening, after only 
light repasts earlier in the day, it becomes 
exasperating to the student to receive 
another inadequate meal instead of the 
binding one necessary to keep him in 
c od health and spirits. I f  one cares to 
wait, a limited amount more is available, 
tat such is the nature of the food and 
rhe uncertainty of obtaining a return, 
that most of those who are still hungry 
. a w a y  with an unsatisfied gnawing in 
the pits of their stomachs. Few  are keen 
to fill up on old colourless cabbage, soft 
pumpkin, swedes, or white stalks of 
dlverbeet. A fter an energetic afternoon’s 
.port of football, basketball, or tennis, the 
prospect of an Ardmore dinner is far 
irom pleasant. Consequently, the cafe­
terias in Papakura do a flourishing trade 

such days, and if the student purse 
allowed, such trips for a grill would be 
taken b y  a larger number, more often, 
lith e  student is not feeling w ell-off, the 
hostel meal provided form s a stop-gap,
. d the student returns to his room to 
mrtify himself with a large supper lov­
ingly supplied by M other or W atties
Canneries.

Fictitious amenities fund
Of course, board conditions depend on 
imiey, and ever since the inception of 

the A.U.C. School of Engineering at 
\rdmore in 1948, dissatisfaction with the 
i«l has been reflected by the constant 

uul unavailing negotiations entered into 
) improve board rates and their utilisa- 

']iin. But when it comes to discussing 
nard rates with the Teachers’ College 

authorities, the response is most uncom- 
romising. F or instance, for years we 
s - re led to believe that the engineers' 
i count was kept separate from the main 
ilv of the T eachers’ College boarding 

tccount. Only recently have we learned

that this was not tru e ; a most unsatis­
factory m isrepresentation of the truth.

Now the caterer is paid according to 
the number served at each meal, 
the T eachers’ College R egistrar m ak­
ing an estimate in advance. W ith
a large number of absentees from 
certain of the meals, especially on the 
weekends when these students go home 
and no rebate paid to those concerned, 
the saving in T eachers’ College expendi­
ture is considerable. From  the Engineers 
alone, at least £750 per annum is saved in 
this way. T here being 450 teaching 
students to 100 engineers, the total 
amount must be somewhat in excess o f 
this figure. T h is money, we have always 
been told, is put into a “ Student Am eni­
ties Fund,” for the improvement of such 
things as student living quarters. But 
in the last few days an Education Board 
official has denied that such a fund has 
ever existed. T h e engineers are now 
asking what the money is used for.

Engineers poorly treated
L ast year the net profit from  the A rd­

more boarding institution was published 
as being £2770. Quite a tidy sum. But 
such vital issues as the amount o f the 
gross profits, and the utilisation of the 
difference between the gross and the net 
profits, remain jealously guarded secrets. 
Remembering that Ardmore is essentially 
a  non profit-w aking concern, we feel that 
such information should be available to 
student representatives, or alternatively 
to our Dean. No such right has ever 
been conferred, and on the contrary, has 
at times been angrily refused.

T h e  engineering students have several 
troubles peculiar to themselves. W hat 
must appear an unfair differentiation be­
tween the engineering students and the 
student teachers is the difference in the 
board rates for the two, and the corre­
sponding services rendered to each. 
Although most of the engineers are in 
residence 31 weeks in the year compared 
with 39 weeks for the teachers, a differ­
ence of only eight weeks, the engineers 
pay £3/4/0 a week while the rate for 
student teachers is £2/17/-. I t  is not as 
if  this ex tra  charge for the university 
students is accounted for by an excess in 
engineer overhead c o s ts : of about twenty 
w orkers on the domestic staff (cleaners, 
gardeners, matron, etc .) only four have 
duties which benefit the engineers. In 
addition, the engineering students are not 
supplied with heating in their rooms this 
year whereas the student teachers are. In 
fighting off the cold from  rooms at 
temperatures in the forties, the internal 
warmth from  the food we get can scarce­
ly be regarded as sufficient on its own to 
keep us warm this winter. W ith a ban 
on electric heaters, we are naturally 
concerned at this lack of consideration by 
T eachers’ College authorities.

— Herald photo.
A R D M O R E  C O L L E G E  sh o w n  ju s t  a fte r  its  c o n v e rs io n  from  th e  fo rm er A ir  F o r c e  s ta tio n . 

T h e  la r g e  d in in g  room  a n d  co o k h o u se  is  in  th e  ce n tre .

In an effort to gain satisfaction in such 
m atters, many individuals and public 
bodies have been approached. Since 1948 
a formidable file of correspondence has 
accumulated, and a glance at the letter­
heads shows such names as Department 
of Health, Department of Education, 
P rice  Tribunal Division and even the 
M inister of Education himself, apart froir\ 
the Education Board, and the Registrars 
of the A .U .C . and Ardmore T eachers’ 
College.

Patience in the abortive results o f this 
standard procedure was bound to run 
out, and on A pril 24th, 1956, student 
action culminated in the refusal of stu­
dent teachers at Ardmore to  attend lec­
tures. A fter some difficulty T each ers’ 
College authorities were convinced that 
the students meant what they said, and 
would not go back to w ork until a meet­
ing with the Education B oard  had been 
arranged. As the strike was m eant to 
em barrass the T eachers’ C ollege and 
Education Board authorities and thus 
enforce some action, the engineers could 
not assist by going on strike too, but the 
Teachers’ College students had our m oral 
support for their action, and they 
requested that our representative should 
be allowed to state our case to the Board 
also.

Administration at fault
Tw o days later, on A pril 26th, the 

Board met Ardmore T eachers’ College 
student representatives and two engineer 
spokesmen ( namely, President J .  G. 
Brow n and executive member, G. J .  T s e )  
at separate sittings. T h e engineer report 
was read by Brow n, and qualifying re­
m arks were made by both Brow n and T se .

A further meeting was held on 2nd 
May to clarify the situation and from  
the two meetings several points emerged.
1. T he Board felt that there was some 

justification for the com plaints.
2. T h e Board had not heard of any 

complaints for nearly a y e a r !
3. Administration (regard ing satisfactory 

investigation of food com p laints) at 
the Teachers' College had been at 
fault.
In other words, no T e a ch e rs’ College 
official had considered the health of 
the students as worthy of safeguard­
ing. (T h ey  could all walk and talk 
so they must be all r ig h t .)

4. T he Board had an evident distaste 
for discussing financial issues.

5. Some superficial am eliorating condi­
tions were to be adopted:—
( a )  S tric ter supervision of the 

kitchen.
(b )  A constant check on the standard 

of meals served.

Intimidation of students?
T o  say the least, the results o f the 

strike and the ensuing m eetings were not 
very appeasing and nothing definite 
evolved; the W om an’ Dean now super­
vises the meal queues and the disposal of 
uneaten food. T his is a com plete fa ilu re  
to  get to the base of the m atter, namely 
the supervision of cooking and prepara­
tion of meals, the Board’s second recom­
mendation. W orse than that, the Board  
showed pitiable lack of integrity and clear 
thinking by its action regarding the 
strike. A fter admitting both a justification  
fo r  the com plaint and a m ajo r  fault in 
their administration, which provoked the 
strike as a last resort, they condemned 
the strike as “unprofessional” and ordered 
the day’s lectures lost to be made up as 
reparation. One cannot be harsh enough 
in criticising such a lack of discrimination 
and sense o f fair play by which the Edu­
cation Board  could “punish” an inevitable 
action.

T he crow ning glory wras that many of 
the student teachers, submitted individu­
ally to long interrogations and all a little 
awed by the workings of red-tape and 
possibly hints about gradings, lost their 
sense of purpose and acquiesced to this 
unjust demand.

In the final analysis, the Ardmore 
T eachers’ College boarding institution is 
making a com fortable profit at the ex ­
pense o f student health. In a house-proud 
country, which boasts of a high standard 
of living, this is surely a discomforting 
anomaly. It is high time the Education 
authorities stopped playing financiers, 
hiding facts in figures, and gave us a full 
account of how our money is spent.

W e ask the Education Board thesi 
qu estions:—
1. W h a t is the gross profit at Ardm ore?
2. On what is it used?
3. W hy have we been hood-winked over 

the fictitious Amenities Fund?
4. W hy can’t the net profits be used to 

improve the food?
IN S H O R T  -  W H A T ’S -C O O K IN G ?
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Eight years of 
complaint over 

food at Ardmore
C T U D E N T S  w ill view  w ith  serious 

co n cern  the a p p a llin g  sta te  of 
affairs a t  A rd m o re  T e a c h e rs ’ C o lleg e. 
T h a t  the C o lleg e a u th o ritie s  shou ld  
allow  co n d itio n s to  d e te r io ra te  to  the 
e x te n t  w here stu d ent h e a lth  is je o ­
pard ised , an d  shou ld  ig n o re  d em an ds 
fo r  im p rov em en t, is in d eed  a re flectio n  
o n  th e ir  in teg rity . A  “strik e” in  a  p ro ­
fessio n al ed u ca tio n a l in s titu tio n , such 
as A rd m ore, can  on ly  be p rovoked  
u n d e r the m ost ex trem e co n d itio n s, 
w hen  a ll o th er a ttem p ts hav e fa ile d  
an d  p a tien ce  u tterly  exh au sted . T h a t  
stu d ents in  th is co u n try , an d  in  th is 
tim e o f  p rosp erity , shou ld  b e forced  
by  the in a c tio n  o f th e ir  o ffic ia l ad m in ­
istrators to resort to  a  fo o d  strike , 
shows so m eth in g  to  b e  seriously  w rong.

E v er since th e  co n v ersion  o f  the 
fo rm e r A ir  F o rce  sta tio n  to  a T e a c h e rs ’ 
C o lleg e  an d  E n g in e e r in g  Sch o o l in  
1948, th ere  has been  a co n stan t d em and  
fro m  its stu d ents fo r  b e tte r  m eals. 
T h e  E d u c a tio n  B o a rd  sh ou ld  be 
rem in d ed  th a t th e  “strik e” in  A p ril o f 
th is y ear was n o t the first. A  sim ilar 
a c tio n  fo r  th e  sam e d em an d  too k  p lace  
in  Ju n e , 1953. T o  the cre d it o f  the 
C o lleg e  a u th o ritie s  a t th a t tim e, they 
recog n ised  the u rg en t and  g en u in e  
n eed  to  im p rove the q u a lity  o f food 
offered  to  the stud ents. F o r  a short 
tim e, th e  m eals w ere e n jo y a b le  an d  
p ro v id ed  a d eq u ate  su stenan ce, prov­
in g  th a t such stand ard s are  p ossible.

I t  w ou ld  hav e b e e n  th o u g h t th a t 
su ch a s itu a tio n  w ou ld  n e v er have 
b e e n  allow ed  to  o c cu r ag a in . T h o se  
resp o n sib le  fo r  th e  su pervision  o f 
m eals and  the w elfare  o f stu d ents in  
th is resp ect, hav e ev id en tly  fa ile d  to 
k eep  in  tou ch  w ith  the s itu a tio n . I n  
these days o f  sp ecia list k now led ge an d  
p ra c tice , th e  p re p a ra tio n  an d  serv ing 
o f  a d eq u ate  a p p etis in g  m eals should  
n o t p re sen t any g re a t d ifficu lty . 
Su rely , if  the  a u th o ritie s  h ad  the 
in te re s t  o f  th e  stu d ents a t h e a rt  and  
had  sought p ro fession al ad vice , som e 
im p ro v em en t sin ce 1953 w ou ld  have 
been  m ade. I f  the  A rd m ore b o ard in g  
in s titu tio n  is a p ro fitab le  o n e , th en  
the bad  food  ca n n o t be cau sed  th ro u g h  
fin a n cia l d ifficu lties.

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE

By natu re o f th e ir  o ffic ia l p o sition , as 
m em b ers o f a sta te  ed u ca tio n a l in s ti­
tu tio n , the A rd m ore a u th o ritie s  have 
a m oral o b lig a tio n  to  sta te  clearly  how  
a ll stu d ent m oneys are  u tilised . T h e  
fu n d s are no d o u b t used in  the b est 
in terests of the stu d ents — bu t why 
shou ld  the A rd m ore au th o ritie s  re fu se  
to disclose this. Su ch  a n  a ttitu d e  to ­
w ard the stu d ent e n g in e e rs’ req u est 
fo r  ju s t such a f in a n cia l sta tem en t can  
on ly  arouse d istru st a n d  fr ic tio n .

T o  condem n the strik e  as “u n p ro ­
fessio n al” is to b eg  th e  q u estion . T h e  
m a tte r  has n o th in g  to d o w ith  p ro fes­
sio n a l status or co n d u ct; it is a  m a tter 
o f  the basic in d iv id u al r ig h t to a good  
stand ard  o f liv ing . I t  is to  be d ep lo red  
th a t the a u th orities sh ou ld  reso rt to 
“offic ia l rep ercu ssion s”—this is n e ith e r  
ju s t  n o r in te llig en t.

I t  is hoped th at the E d u c a tio n  B o a rd  
w ill take im m ed iate steps to  en su re a 
reo rg an isation  o f fo o d  a d m in istra tio n  
a t  A rdm ore. A lread y tw o m on th s have 
elap sed  since the strik e  an d  so fa r 
lit t le  has been  d on e to  a lle v ia te  th e  
b asic  cause of co m p la in t—q u a lity  o f 
food . Superv ision o f  m eal q u eu es and  
rece iv in g  o f co m p la in ts is a su p erficia l 
q u ib b le  w hen the m ain  issue is evaded. 
G o o d  food  is the basis o f  good  h e a lth  
an d  in  an in s titu tio n  o f  th e  size o f 
A rd m ore, the services o f  a  tra in e d  
d ie titia n  is p ra c tica lly  an  essen tia l.

The Executive must
take responsibility 
for our cafeteria

I t  is to b e  w on dered , how ever, w here 
the p rofits o f the C o lleg e  are  d irected .

Copy fo r the next issue o f 
"C raccum " w ill close on 
W EDNESDAY, 20th June, 
a t 7 p.m. Please place con­
tribu tions  in "C ra ccu m " 
box on Exec. Room door.

tive if  she sh ou ld  rep ly  to  th e  le tter. 
H e r  p le a  fo r  co n sid era tio n  o f  the 
m a tte r  w as m et w ith  a m ix ed  an d  
m ost u n w orth y  recep tio n . M em b ers 
ad m itted  th a t the resp o n sib ility  fo r the 
ca fe te ria  d id  n o t lie w ith  M rs R itc h ie  
w ho as m anageress, w as “a p a id  ser­
v a n t” o f  the A ssociatio n , and  yet, 
d esp ite  esta b lish in g  th e ir  ow n resp o n ­
s ib ility , d id  n o th in g  a b o u t it.

T w o  sta rtlin g  d ev elo p m en ts took 
p la c e : T h e  E x ecu tiv e  refu sed  the 
h e lp  M iss Q u in n  asked  fo r  an d  it  was 
th e n  fo u n d  th a t a  co n sid era b le  nu m ­
ber o f m em b ers agreed  w ith  th e  co m ­
p la in ts  vo iced  in th e  le tte r . A n d  yet 
n o th in g  was d one.

N o t on ly  does th is p lace  M iss Q u in n  
in  th e  in v id io u s p o sitio n  o f n o t receiv ­
in g  th e  su p p ort fro m  h e r co lleagu es 
th a t  sh ou ld  com e as a  m a tte r  o f  course, 
b u t it also m eans th a t a lth o u g h  some 
m em b ers o f  the E x e cu tiv e  b e liev e the 
stan d ard  o f th e  C a fe te r ia  is p o or, they 
a re  n o t p rep ared  to do an y th in g  a b o u t 
it.

Elections will be held for the Officers and Executive mem­bers for the forthcoming Asso­ciation year. The elections for President, Honorary Secretary, and Honorary Treasurer of tl Students’ Association Executi will be held on Monday, and Tuesday, 17th July, and tl elections for the Executive mem­bers will be held on Monday. 30th, and Tuesday, 31st July.Nominations are hereby called for these positions. These nominations must be made by three members of the Students Association on the nomination forms, which may be obtained from the Students’ Association Office. Nominations must be made on or before Sunday, ls: July, for the positions of Presi­dent, Honorary Secretary and! h reseilt ifHonorary Treasurer, and on or before Sunday, 15th July, for the position of Executive mem ber. F urther conditions ant requirements for nominations will be found on the forms.Electoral rolls will be postet up shortly before the polling days, and students are asked to check tha t their names appear on the rolls. Any enquiries regarding the Elections are  to be directed to Mrs. Chisholm in the Association Office, or to  the Returning Officer.K. W. LOACH, Returning Officer.
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I t ’s a ll very w ell fo r  th e  E x ecu tiv e  
to  go on  fo r  ho u rs d iscussing the 
o rg a n isa tio n  o f C a p p in g  C a rn iv a l, b u t 
it  sh ou ld  be rem em b ered  th a t th is is 
o n e  ev en t in  the u n iv ersity  y ear lasting- 
o n ly  a w eek. T h e  C a fe te ria  is used 
by the stu d ents a ll th e  year ro u n d , 
an d  su rely  has p rio r  c la im s to  the 
a tte n tio n  o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e .
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C apping

T N  the last issue o f  C raccu m , a corres­
p o nd ent co m p la in ed  a b o u t the 

stand ard  o f the S tu d en ts ' A ssociatio n  
C afeteria ; the le tte r  rep resen ted  in  
a rticu la te  form  th e  host o f  gru m b lin gs 
th a t have been  heard  am on g  the 
stu d ents this year.

T h e  E xecu tiv e o f  th e  A ssociation  
showed some in terest in  th is d iscon ten t 
by req u esting  the T re a s u re r  to p rep are  
a fin ancial sta tem en t on  the ca fe te ria  
fo r C raccum , and  th is was also p u b ­
lished  in the last issue.

B u t  two sa lien t facts have now  b e en  
m ad e qu ite a p p a re n t: F irst, the  
stu d ents are m ore in terested  in  seein g  
som e im provem ent in  the ca fe te ria  
th a n  in the T r e a s u re r ’s facts an d  
figures; and secondly, th e  E x e cu tiv e  is 
sh irk in g  in its duty  to  p rovide a  ca fe ­
te ria  o f a stand ard  th e  stu d ents n o t 
on ly  w ant, bu t are  e n tit le d  to ex p e ct.

As evidence o f  th is, the  last m eetin g  
o f the E xecu tive show ed a d ism ally  
a p a th e tic  attitu d e. It  has d on e a lo t 
o f good work th is y ear an d  it  is a 
sorry sight to see its record  b lo tch ed  by 
p o or ad m in istration  o f w hat is, in  term s 
o f finance alon e , the A ssocia tio n ’s 
largest concern.

A t that m eeting, Lesley  Q u in n , w ho. 
as W om en ’s V ice-P resid en t is resp o n ­
sib le  for the ca feteria , asked the E x e c u ­

T o w a rd s the en d  o f  last year, two 
m em b ers o f the E x e cu tiv e , o n e  since 
resign ed , ho tly  ch a llen g ed  the T r e a s ­
u re r ov er the rise in  c a fe te ria  prices. 
T h e y  w ou ld  no d o u b t b e fa r  h a p p ier 
ov er the w hole business, as w ou ld  a ll 
stu d ents w ho use or w ould  lik e  to  use 
the ca fe te ria , if the E x ecu tiv e  w oke 
u p  to  them selves an d  provid ed  a b e tte r  
stan d ard  o f  m eals an d  b e tte r  service 
g en era lly  to its cu stom ers.

In o rd e r  to re lie v e  th e  pressure on ft» 
ed ito r a n d  th u s to in c re a s e  the efficiency :: 
th e  a d m in istra tio n  of C ra c c u m , there has ben 
a  re o rg a n is a tio n  of th e e d ito ria l staff since ft» 
la s t  iss u e . The E d ito r, D av id  Stone, request*; 
th e  E x e cu tiv e  to a p p o in t W a rw ick  Armstrong 
to p o in t e d ito rsh ip . H is p la c e  as Assistant 
E d ito r h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  b y  M urray  Chapman 
The se c tio n  ed ito rs re m a in  the same, except 
th a t f e a tu re s  a n d  illu stra tio n s  will now cob» 
d ire ctly  u n d e r th e A ss is ta n t Editor.

® the sati:

C o nform ing to g e n e ra l  journalistic practice 
a d o p te d  b y  a ll  n e w s p a p e rs , Craccum policy 
a n d  opinion is fo rm u lated  b y  the editorial 
sta ff , a n d  e x p re s s e d  in th e  leading articlo 
(a n d  o c c a s io n a lly , e x c e p t in the case ol 
s tra ig h t re p o rtin g , in oth er unsigned items.

Craccum is published by the Auckland 
University College Students' Association, 
Princes Street, Auckland, and printed by Aa» 
Prij 1 vw Works Ltd., 126 Vincent St., Auckland

# 1 W H I T C O M B E S
THE CENTRE FOR

E D U C A T I O N A L
B O O K S

# #

Students and bookbuyers come here 
fo r a knowledgeable source of 
in fo rm a tio n  on a ll book require­
ments. For over 75 years we have 
been o f service to education and from 
generation to generation praised and 

recommended.
Other Departments fo r F iction, Magazine, 

Technical and General Books, Stationery, Etc.

WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD.
Queen Street -  Auckland, C.l.
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They Talked Till One
Capping Carnival cam e under Exec.'s critical eye when the 

Capping Controller, Denis Howell, tabled the first part of his 
report and made several recommendations. A number of con­
tentious points arising from the report were vigorously debated, 
but at the same time the President pointed out that motions 
passed could only be suggestions to the incoming committee.

Exec, didn’t have their eyes on the clock and when they finally 
emerged from the smoke haze at 1 a.m. members at least felt they 
had given serious consideration to Carnival Report. O ther important 
matters concerned the desirability of continuing/ to charge for 
Craccum and the refusal to make grants to sports clubs for overseas
tours.
Denis Howell proposed several changes 
the membership of Capping Commit- 

!tt: 1) the Editor o f Capping Book 
«ether with D istribution M anager will 

|„th be members, 2 ) Revue D irector will 
,i\v include Front of House, 3 ) Script 
controller is eliminated, along with mem- 

I’trs without portfolio. T he Capping 
jitroller proposed that such represen- 
itives as O ’R orke and Engineers which 
r suggested be eliminated could still 
te present if required although not form - 
illy included. Most discussion centred 
round the position o f Revue D irector.

|:eter Goddard felt that there should be 
io persons handling the onerous tasks 
ncerned with revue and P eter Boag 

•aggested Revue Producer for the pro- 
action side and Revue M anager for 
icatre management. Although Bob 
loach agreed this would make for more 
trsonal contacts and thus a fairer dis- 
iribution of labour, he felt that liaison 
io matter how good between two 
undents, would always break down some- 
vhere. The original motion was eventu­
al)’ carried with Lyndsay Nash, who 
Ejected to the elimination of O ’R orke 
aid E n g i n e e r ’ s representatives, 
ibstaining.
Referring to Capping Book, Denis 

Howell reported that difficulties of copy 
iere again apparent, with the attempt 

solicit contributions from students a 
lilure. Distribution and advertising 
ere good while sales totalled 11,757. The Controller thought that the success 

of Capping B ook  rested a  great deal 
:i the satisfactory liaison between the

th e  Auckland 
s ' Associat:::. 
minted by Asm 
i t  S t ., Auckland
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A U C K L A N D . BOOK !
We have the best stock of 
Commercial and College ARCADE
Stationery in Auckland.

Call at our Shop and inspect.
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Phone 30-035 and ask for in
Stationery Shop, 

Any information gladly Good Books
supplied.

Personal attention at 28 SHORTLAND STREET .j

ABEL, DYKES | (formerly Kealys)
ST A T IO N ER Y  SHOP. and at HAMILTON
21 Shortland Street,

A WHOLESOME REFRESHING FOOD

Editor, Capping Committee and the 
Advisory Censor, which he regarded as 
being able to be improved. E xec, passed 
two motions relating to the appointment 
of Capping B ook  E d ito r : H e will not 
in future be elected at A G M  but appointed 
by and responsible to E x ec ., and appli­
cations will be called for this position 
straightaway, closing at mid-term  break.

Qualifications necessary for a Capping 
Book Editor and the establishment of 
a sub-committee appointed by him but 
ratified by E x ec , provoked much discus­
sion. Denis How ell considered the 
editor should have some background to 
publishing if possible, be a member of 
the Association, and taking lectures in 
the year of his appointment, in addition 
to being prepared to co-operate fully 
with the President, Controller, and 
Advisory Censor. H e would need a  
wide range of contacts to choose his 
sub-committee which would consist o f 
an advertising m anager, as well as mem­
bers wftth technical qualifications and 
representatives of E lam  and Training 
College Section “R .”

Capping Book personnel
Bob Roach felt these recommendations 

were a genuine attempt at providing for 
more representation of opinion during 
the drafting stages o f Capping Book, 
while Jim  Holdom thought that m aterial 
should be selected by round toble discus­
sion rather than by the editor himself. 
In noting that some members seemed con­
cerned over the lack of E x e c , representa-

A Prod for the College Staff
How many members of the college 

staff are very prone to forget that as 
“university teachers” (th is is the way 
they term  themselves in the title of their 
A ssociation), they have a duty to extend 
their activities beyond the lecture room ? 
It is an only too obvious fact that a 
number of them regard lectures as the 
“end-all and be-all” of their university 
service.

In making this assertion, it is borne in 
mind that the preparation of lecture (and 
the m arking of essays) take up a good 
proportion o f the lecturer’s time. B u t 
nevertheless, the shining example set by 
some of the university staff in always 
managing to find time to have a chat

tion on this committee, P eter B oag  asked 
whether they advocated Capping Con­
troller as an ex  officio member, or an 
overseer such as the Advisory Censor. 
H e noted that any paper or magazine 
must be an expression of the editor’s 
opinions and any kind of censorship 
prevented this. H e felt editors would 
object strongly if E x e c , appointed an 
overseer, while they were safeguarded 
the Advisory Censor and the President 
from the m alpractices of an editor 
to whom all proofs were shown. E x e c , 
then passed Denis H ow ell’s recommenda­
tions without alteration.

Motions concerning capping organisa­
tion were also passed. T he M en’s V ice- 
President was given the portfolio of 
Graduand’s Convener on Capping 
Committee. Denis Howell reported that 
legal contracts this year were not up to 
standard, the upshot of which was that 
E x ec , passed a motion to  the affect that 
the Controller should consult the Asso­
ciation’s solicitor on any legal m atters.

Charge for Craccum
Tw o important m atters concerning 

Craccum  were considered by E x e c . : the 
appointment of a co-editor to  relieve the 
burden upon the present editor, Dave 
Stone, and the question of whether 
Craccum  should continue to be sold for 
threepence. Bob Roach reported that the 
Editor found it impossible to maintain 
the present standard single-handed be­
cause of the inherent responsibilities 
involved. He moved that W arw ick 
A rm strong be appointed co-editor, and 
this was carried unanimously. In open­
ing discussion relating to the charging 
of Craccum  Boh Roach said that on 
present finance and despite advertising, 
subsequent issues would have to be 
reduced to at least six pages with fewer 
illustrations than formerly, or alterna­
tively the charge of threepence retained.

with students in their rooms over prob­
lems associated with the subject in hand, 
o f  playing a full part in certain student 
activities, and of even extending a wel­
come to students to their homes serves 
to show up the many others whose atti­
tudes can best be summed up as “O , I 
can’t be bothered with students at my 
d o o r!”

It  should not he necessary to  point 
out to certain of our college staff that 
lectures and essays compose only half 
of the function o f “teaching", and cer­
tainly less  than half of what university 
education should be. T o  some minds, the 
world o f the university may be a small 
one, but who would deny that the free 
inter-play and discussion of facts and 
ideas between teacher and pupil provides 
opportunity to prepare oneself for the 
eventual departure from  the U niversity, 
and the entrance into the great world 
outside as educated  people.

Su rely  such a contribution by the staff 
is an important part o f  their jo b  as uni­
versity professors and lecturers. W hen 
pushing their ju st claim s for an increase 
in salary, they would do well to  remind 
themselves that their vocation in life  
would not ex ist if there weren’t any stu­
dents. A s noted above, there are many 
who have more than shown that they are 
aw are of this fact. But one hopes that 
this modest contribution will act as a 
useful prod for those who have a m ore 
selfish and narrow  view of what a uni­
versity staff member should be.

N oting that at all the other colleges the 
student newspaper cost sixpence and that 
1000 copies were sold o f the last issue, 
Bob Roach asked E x ec , to ratify  this. 
A fter several members had questioned 
Dave Stone on m atters relating to 
Craccum  finances E xec, passed a motion 
that it shall be threepence per copy until 
such tim e as is decided otherwise.

Les. Quinn asked E xec, for help in 
drafting a reply to the letter criticising 
Caf. printed in the last issue of Craccum. 
but little constructive help was forthcom ­
ing, while some members even supported 
the letter.

T w o important motions were passed at 
the instigation of th e 1 Societies’ Secretary 
and Representative, J im  Holdom and 
M u rray  Fran cis. Sports clubs are to  he 
informed that no grant will be made by 
E xec. to outside associations for overseas 
tours or any other purposes. Money for 
this must be raised amongst the members 
of the clubs concerned. Secondly, the 
secretary is to w rite to  M r Colin K ay 
expressing the congratulations of E xec, 
on the success o f the N ZU  A thletic tour 
o f Australia.

CONTEMPORARY PRINTS

J O H N  L E E C H  G A L L E R Y
50 SH O RTLA N D  ST R E E T  • PH O N E 45-081
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V.U.C. considered a Brighter Place
By Jensen

People, some people anyway, are apt to talk blithely about “the 
invigorating breezes” of W ellington (Bishop Selwyn, 1842) and the 
apathetic outlook of Aucklanders (numerous critics, probably includ­
ing Bishop Selw yn).

On the face of it these are ridiculous assertions. Take the uni­
versities for example. Look at Victoria and look at Auckland . . ,

A t first glance there seems little doubt 
that Auckland is the most progressive, 
most vital university in the N orth Island. 
Auckland has a hall, V ictoria  an ex tra ­
ordinarily dilapidated gym. I t  has— take 
a deep breath and remember that this 
is comparatively speaking— a modern, 
bright cafe and common rooms which 
differ as much from  V icto ria ’s as the

T h o u g h ts  a fte r L is te n in g  
to  the  P a r lia m e n ta ry  

T.A.B. Debate
A fter hearing the broadcast debate of 

Parliam ent ‘considering’ a private bill to 
use T .A .B . profits to build sports grounds 
to  divert juvenile delinquents, the follow­
ing points occurred to this lis te n er:

( A )  I f  as one member emphasised, 
racing is so important to  New Zealand’s 
economy, the happiness o f  her citizens 
and her overseas prestige, then it is 
scandalous that our education system pays 
no regard to this important subject. I 
suggest for a start that the A .B .C . be 
altered to  the T .A .B . T o  that well 
known nenomic ‘th irty  days hath Sep ­
tem ber’ should be added some mention of 
the 368 days in the racing year. M ore­
over I cannot remember being told in 
my sketchy geography tuition that one of 
our most lucrative exports is the race 
horse nor that racing is one of our 
‘national industries’. (T h e  phrase is the 
member’s and shows a creditable rea l­
ism .)

( B )  I  suggest that the institutions of 
higher learning include in their curricula 
special courses designed to meet the 
rigorous requirements of the profession 
of bookmaking. A lso, if what the mem­
ber said is true, our overseas prestige is 
heightened by the fairplay which per­
vades our race tracks. Special lectures 
should be included on race course ethics 
for our jockeys, trainers and race horse 
owners to m ake sure this high standard 
is preserved.

(C )  I f  it is impossible, as the member 
said, fo r the racing clubs to keep their 
heads above the red ink without their 
share of profits from  the T .A .B ., could 
not bets be taken on football and cricket 
matches instead. T hese sports manage to 
struggle along without outside help and 
T .A .B . profits could thus be diverted 
elsewhere. A nother solution would be 
the racing of trained kiwis round a small 
track . Not only would this be a truly 
national sport but it would save train ­
ing and track  expenses considerably and 
leave all our horses free for export.

( D )  T h e  profits from  the T .A .B . are 
so large that the Government could 
profitably bring some m ore o f our vices 
under its control.
—  :W ritten  by one with no money for 
betting and who is up on one charge of 
treason anyway.

Grand H otel does from  the Golder
Dragon.

Is  Auckland U niversity  really as lucky 
as it may well suppose itself to be?

In  the two universities there are strong 
sim ilarities— an aimiable interchange o f 
students and the interesting exchange of 
ideas, as in Revue this year w here several 
songs vividly and in this case successfully 
resembled those of past V ictorian  E x tr a ­
vaganzas.

T here are also however, important 
differences, best seen perhaps in specific 
points.

One of the main differences is typified 
by the outlook in the cafe— general m eet­
ing place in both centres. A  rather sordid 
cafe in W ellington— a cafe where students 
pack together in smoke-padded air. One 
table joins of necessity in the conversation 
of the next. T h e  atmosphere is daily 
suggestive of a hotbed of anarchy or

iniquity, when it is in fact neither.
A  cafe however where discussion on 

drama, psychology, socialism  and what 
have you is not considered abnormal and 
where the proxim ity of the tables enables 
groups to m erge into a composite unity of 
sound and subject.

Auckland preserves more norm ality, 
but w ith the norm ality goes the imper­
sonal quality of any restaurant around 
town. T h e vitality o f university life  gets 
no opportunity to spread as it does at 
V ictoria .

T h is is not to suggest that Auckland 
tear down its furnishings and rub dirt 
into its walls. T h e  atmosphere at V ic ­
toria  may have been engendered by the 
conditions forced  upon the students but 
the point is that students have used condi­
tions to evolve a way of life which is 
more valuable than that which Auckland 
follows.

Possibly this one exam ple has taken 
up too much space to too little purpose. 
W h at for exam ple of the political situa­
tion? Is  V ictoria  more politically a lert?

N ot noticeably and it does not seem 
to be a very important fact or a very 
relevant one. You are aw are of the 
political situation in W ellington only

you

U N IVERSITIES  TH E WORLD
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student press throughout the world

CHILE
Study on board ship

recent years. O ther schools receiving 
praise by the A .A .U .P . were Cornell,

A  faculty of social service was opened 
at the catholic university of V alparaiso. 
In  addition, the “F ishery  School” being 
already founded last year, has finally 
taken up its activities. T h e  curriculum  
comprises three years of theoretic and 
practical tuition. T h e  theoretic subjects 
are nautical science, navigation, ocean­
ography, maritime biology, m athematics, 
etc. T he practical instructions take 
place aboard a schooner obtained by the 
university for this very purpose. G reat 
importance is ascribed to the establish­
ment of this school as Chile is offering 
extensive opportunities to this profes­
sional branch by its coast being more than 
2,625 miles long. (Sp ecia l R e p o rt).

Joh n  Hopkins, H arvard, M assachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and Sarah  Law ­
rence College. T h e  schools which were 
censured for abridgements of academic 
freedom a r e : U niversity of C alifornia, 
R utgers U niverscity, O hio S ta te  U niver­
sity, Tem ple U niversity, and Jefferson  
Medical College o f Philadelphia. (C h i­
cago M aroon, C h icago).

ENGLAND
Students bath in womens' hostel

Helsinki, the Institute of Commerce and 
Business Adm inistration in Helsinki and 
the Institute of Pedagogics in Jyvaskyla 
were divided with regard to part; 
allegiance as follow s: National Coalition 
(conservative) 43% , Finnish People) 
P arty  (liberal 23% , Agrarian Union 
(farm ers) 8% , Social Democrates h. 
Swedish People’s P arty  5% , Communist 
1% . 64%  of the students supported the 
same party as their parents. Women 
students showed a  greater leaning towards 
conservatism  than the men. ( Finnish 
Student News, H elsin k i).

SWITZERLAND

UNITED STATES
Colleges upholding academ ic 
freedom

T h e University of Chicago was one of 
six  universities and colleges cited by the 
Association of A m erican P ro fessors 
(A .A .U .P .)  for upholding the principles 
of academic freedoip during the wide­
spread government and congressional 
investigations o f alleged disloyalty in

DRAUGHT

One of the most amusing debates of the 
term  was held in M arch at the Debating 
Society of N ottingham  U niversity  when 
a visiting A m erican team  comprising a 
student from  the U niversity of P ittsburg 
and a student from  the P acific University, 
Oregon, together with two members of 
Nottingham  U niversity’s debating team 
discussed a m otion ‘‘T h a t this house 
regrets Hollywood having become the 
M ecca of W estern  Civilization.” (T h e  
Gongster, N ottingham ).

T h ree  students who took a bath in 
the M anchester U niversity  W om en’s 
Union basement have been granted life  
membership of the W om en’s U nion. It  
is an old-established tradition that any 
man who takes a bath in W .U . is en­
titled to apply for life membership. T he 
three students were all members of R ag 

' :§ Committee. T hey  tried their luck one 
1 quiet Sunday afternoon, when nobody 
i was about and then found three well- 
I  known members o f the W om en’s Union 

to sign a statement to the effect that they 
111 took a bath there. (N ew s Bulletin. Man- 

■ C hester).

Students have radio station

T h e students o f the Sw iss Confederate 
Polytechnic ( E .T .H .)  will soon start a 
university transm itting station in Zurich. 
T h is broadcasting is to strengthen the 
relations between the sudents of E.T.H. 
and of the U niversity of Zurich, as well 
as between the students and the other 
population; beyond that opportunity c 
speaking will be given to foreign student 
Transm issions on short waves are plan 
ned lasting two hours every Monday 
(Zurcher Stu dent).

RUMANIA
Exchange with British students

FINLAND
Women more conservative

IE Ylioppilaslehti, the Finnish student 
newspaper, has polled its readers at the 
beginning o f last December, on their 
polit’cal opinions. 500 students chosen at 
random were interviewed. Politics 
seem to interest male students more than 
female students. Supporters of the 
opposition were more dissatisfied than 
supporters o f the government parties. 
T h e undergraduates of the U niversity of 
H elsinki, the Institute of Technology in

Arrangem ents begun some time ag: 
have now been completed to allow at 
exchange this summer of British and 
Rumanian students, ten in each part)' 
T he itineraries for both groups, sub­
mitted by the respective national student 
bodies, have been approved and the 
exchange will take place at the beginning 
of August. Rumanian students will visit 
London, O xford  and Stratford-on-Avoi 
among others. T h eir opposite number? 
will see Bucharest and several summer 
mountain resorts. T he expenses for each 
group, apart from  travel costs, will be 
borne by the host organisation. A similar 
scheme has been approved with the Unit® 
des Grandes Ecoles in France. It is not 
yet certain whether U .G .E . will organise 
a party of five engineering students to 
Rum ania this year or sometime in 1957, 
but the Rumanian students of engineer­
ing will be going to France on their stud; 
tour this Ju ly . ( I .U .S . New Service 
Prague).

Hole
in

because discussion on all topics is more LETTER 
widespread than in Auckland.

P a rt tim ers ? M ore in Auckland to 
in W ellington, though in both cities the 
university tim etable is geared to the: 
needs. T hey  play a much greater pa: 
in the social and executive life at Vic­
toria, than in Auckland.

M any people rate these things as im­
portant when exam ining differences be 
tween the two universities. The 
change though— V ictoria  was once calls 
the “red” university. N o one could a 
that now— its bias is definitely catholic

B u t the customs and traditions, th 
feeling of unity at V ictoria , and m a p  
the pseudo bohemian corduroys, bea r) 
and berets of the V ictorian  men, cot 
trasted with the neat Auckland weag 
these change far less rapidly.

A  feeling of unity is surely a w orth 
while thing to find in any u n iv e r s i r  
where interchange of ideas is the purpose 
of the work. W hether this feeling 
fostered by forced friendliness, by remote­
ness as in W ellington from the mar 
stream  of city life, or by a conscious 
appreciation by the student of the univer­
sity life, is quite irrelevant.

W ell perhaps these are only the mean­
dering's of an unsatisfied soul and you 
disagree with them. But there art 
unsatisfied souls in their thousands around 
Auckland.

So  sit ye and contemplate 
complacency.

Sirs,
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\LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:-

Role of Science 
in Progress P

I Sirs,
It was pleasing to note, in the anni­

v ersary  issue of Craccum, an article on 
Os important aspect o f university life 
which is often rather overlooked when an 
in te g ra te d  view of the institution is made 
by non-science and, unfortunately, too 
often, science undergraduates, within the 
u n iv ersity  i ts e lf ; that is, the Research 
work being done in various departments 
about the college. I wonder how many 
Arts students are aw are of the import­
ance of the relationship between w ork of 
this nature and current scientific ideas 
and progress ? T h e grip science has on 
modern civilisation is unmistakably pow­
erful. Its influence extends beyond the 
instrument-draped walls of its labora­
tories out into the realm s of artistic 
literature , religion, politics, philosophy, 
econom ics and a dozen other subjects o f 
direct interest to  the A rts student. How 
often has the scientist been criticized as 
inarrow-minded specialist by people who 
lack the most rudimentary knowledge o f 
the scientific method and the aesthetic 
qualities underlying fhe study of science. 
The mind of the ‘specialist’ may (envisage 
a w o rld  far broader, richer an(l deeper 
1 in an outwardly restricted sense), than 
the non-specialist can ever hope to per­
ceive. The researches carried out under 
the guidance of A .U .C . students and staff 
are contributing to the steady, accelerat­
ing automatic progress which is now 
characteristic of science.

It is evident from  a rough survey o f 
the e f f e c t s  of this sw ift progress of 
science on our economic, social and 
political systems of the last fifty years, 
that the E th ical, in particular, Christian 
Ethical, and M oral ideas of our times, 
lag f a r  behind the scientific ideas. M ore­
over, these ideas are not being pursued 
on the scale or with the vigour charac­
teristic of scientific ideas. T h e gap is 
ever increasing and with it, our problems 
of w o r ld  government. T h is lack of moral 
and ethical progress results in the com­
plete l a c k  o f control of the powerful 
forces automatic scientific progress is 
sh ow erin g  upon us. T here is no doubt 
about the effect politics and principles 
have on the direction o f scientific 
a d v a n c e m e n t . T h e great stress placed on 
military technical progress is an exam ple 
of how a principle may radically affect 

I the direction of scientific progress to 
achieve a definite end. Another illustra­
tion is  the steady progress of medical re­
search, in a beneficial sense, under the 

I guidance o f general principles adopted 
wholeheartedly by the medical profession 

1 and its members. Again, this lack of 
progress is, naturally, the product of the 

1 difference in the rates of progression of 
I ideas in the two spheres of human activi- 
j ty. It suggests partly, that the scholars 
in the arts faculties have not shouldered 

! their responsibility as they should and 
pushed the study of ethics etc., to the 
stage at which, as in science, progress 
tends to be automatic.

“Banshee” w rites with a slightly 
apologetic to n e : “T h is then is the lot. 
Whether there are questions being asked 
or answered in research which will m at­
erially affect the progress in Auckland 
is perhaps debatable, but it is certain that 
at least some of the questions being 
asked must be answered before research 
in the topics can be closed up.” From  
the point *of view o f  pure research it 
doesn’t  matter two hoots whether re­
search does m aterially affect Auckland’s 

! p ro g re ss. In fact it often does but this 
is incidental; the pure scientist is not 
concern ed  with the practical applications 
of his discovery, he may pursue with 
vigour and enthusiasm, his chosen scien­
tific work and resent any attem pt to 
impose upon him restrictions associated 
r 'th  work which must have a practical 
a p p lic a t io n . O f what practical value is

A further plea for 
more work at Capping

Sirs,
As another of the “few” I should like to heartily endorse 

“W eary’s” remarks in your last issue. I t was bad enough that we 
were short of time, without having to cope with what can only be 
described as a complete lack of support, and thoughtlessness amount­
ing to a lack of initiative to a degree that is astonishing in a 
University College.

T o  give you a few cogent examples, I  
shall deal with each portfolio one by one, 
mentioning some o f the w orst features 
that struck us.
R ev u e: T here is always a large number 
of people eager to jo in  the cast, but few 
prepared to maintain an interest except 
on this basis. Although the Stage M ana­
ger had no real difficulty with the con­
struction of sets, it was, nevertheless, 
noticeable that there were very few faces 
indeed that were seen in the T able Tennis 
Room with any regularity. Even among 
the cast, rehearsals were irregularly  a t­
tended. A  few people seemed to take it 
too much for granted that once their 
names were on a list, that was all the 
contribution that was expected of them, 
for them to reap the rewards, fun and 
privileges.
P r o c e s h : T h is year we had the largest 
Procesh on record, which in itself meant 
a greater effort for the organisers. It  
was all the more discouraging, therefore, 
that many of those organising the actual 
floats seemed unable to w ork in unison 
till the last few days. I f  more construc­
tion could be done early in the piece, 
there would be fa r less panic and con­
fusion in the last few days. T h e  w orst 
result of this inability to get cracking is 
the em barrassm ent facing the Committee 
when it is found on Procesh day that 
there are trucks ordered and no floats 
to put on them. D o those responsible 
stop to think of the embarrassm ent thus 
caused? O r of how much better it would 
be to confess early that they were unable 
to complete their obligations? O r even 
that having ordered a truck, they have 
certain obligations to  fulfil? I  doubt it. 
Also, why does everyone have to head 
for the pub before demolishing their floats 
completely? W ho do they think is going 
to do this for them ? T he m ajor comment 
then on Procesh is that a child can think 
of an idea, but it takes a relatively 
mature and responsible person to carry 
it through to the end. Doubtless your 
readers will know into which category 
they fall.
C ollection : I  think it is sufficient com­
ment here to state that N O T  O N E  
student was willing to do even half an 
hour on one of the downtown stalls. 
Although one student found it easy to 
co llect £21 in a short time itnthout m ov­
ing out o f  the Queen St. area, the average 
per box amounted to only £l/13/5£, while 
the lowest was 3/6. B earing  in mind the 
average, it is easy (and disheartening) 
to arrive at the proportion o f students 
who considered it worthwhile to collect, 
when we discover that the U niversity 
contribution to  the Collection was only

a knowledge of the temperature and spec­
tral distribution of an insignificant star 
two thousand million, million miles away? 
O f what practical value is an A rt Gallery 
full of old paintings and statues? There 
is far more to Science than the search 
for ‘practical applications of knowledge’.

Research ‘in the topics’ will never be 
closed up. An answer to a few questions 
merely opens the door to mysteries about 
which many more questions may be asked.

Past experience has shown that coun­
tries which have adopted a liberal atti­
tude to pure research have received ample 
rew ard in the way of practical applica­
tions which are the by-products of this 
research. —  C. Rowe.

A U C K L A N D  S A V I N G S  B A N K
ANNOUNCES

INCREASE IN DEPOSITORS INTEREST RATE 
AS FROM M A Y  1st, 1956, T O :—

ON BALANCES £1 to £7503 %
Open an account at Head O ffice, 260 Queen Street, 

A uckland, or a t any o f our 22 Suburban Branches.

£452. Students, think what you say be­
fore you boast!
P ublicity : F irst, the Controller could 
find no one who was willing to help him. 
Secondly, with a  good deal of work and 
expense, four hundred Revue posters 
were printed and given to students to 
d istribute; to students, please note, who 
assured the Controller they could dispose 
o f them or else return them. U nfortun­
ately, they did not tell the Controller 
how  they intended to dispose of them. 
V ery  few were returned; very few were 
seen around the tow n or suburbs; hence 
our greatest mystery, W hat H appened to 
the F ou r H undred P osters?
Capping B o o k : A s already mentioned by 
“W eary ”, only T W O  students thought 
of contributing to the Book. In  view of 
this, I  for one am prepared to thoroughly 
slate and pour cold water on the cr iti­
cisms of the Book by other students. I 
am prepared to admit that there may have 
been offensive m atter in this year’s Cap-

•  • But is it
Sirs,

“W eary ”, of the June 7 issue, seems 
dead-beat about what 2970, perhaps even 
2975, o f the students at this establishment 
are prepared to do for Capping Carnival. 
I  may be able to brighten up “W e a ry ”.

Those of us who do not do what 
“W eary ” and his accom plices do are 
labelled selfish. “W eary” should be self- 
reproachful.

A s a fresher trying to find some 
meaning in Capping Carnival, I  asked 
many students what they w ere going to 
do for Capping W eek. T h e  most com­
mon replies w ere: “N othing”, and “I  am 
an apathetic student.”

A fter my first experience o f Capping 
W eek I  can say that many students ig­
nore the Carnival, not through selfishness 
but through self-respect. “W ea ry ” is out

Self-Damnation 
by Capping Book?
Sirs,

I was extrem ely interested to  read the- 
E d itor’s reply to my critic ism  of the 
serious articles in Capping B ook . I t  
appears that my suggestions, nam ely that 
efforts be made to make Capping Book 
more representative and that something 
be done to bring about an improvement 
in the quality of the serious articles, are 
not positive or constructive. I should 
like to point out that in another letter 
which appears under the pseudonym 
“W eary”, a statement is made that M r. 
T aylor told “W eary” that he had received 
two CGr.tributions from students. O f 
course, my rem ark that the E d ito rs en­
courage more efforts from  the students 
cannot apply here. Evidently  M r. T ay lor 
has now decided that two contributions 
are sufficient.

A lso I would like to know  w hat sort 
of criticism  is acceptable as I find the 
whole situation very confusing. M r. 
T aylor allows ‘‘K elly’s ru les” as fa r as 
publications are concerned. T h e  authors 
can offer self-contradictory evidence to 
support their case, use “p roofs” that 
stand against their argum ents, and be as 
illogical as they like, but T am only 
allowed to offer the sort o f critic ism  that 
M r. Taylor feels to be suitable.

W hat Mr. T aylor failed to  notice was 
that 1 attacked part of Capping B ook  and 
not the whole. Further, 1 did not con­
demn the articles because of my attitude 
towards the point of view expressed.

ping Book, but for this I  do not blame 
the Editor. In  the absence of any con­
tributed m aterial or even of constructive 
criticism , can he be blamed for w riting 
the Book his  way, for hitting hard at 
the most tireless critics of the B ook? I 
say no, the blame rests entirely with the 
student body, with the arm chair critics 
who, though eloquent enough a fte r  the 
event, cannot bring their command of 
language to bear upon active co-operation. 
D istribu tion : On the credit side, sellers 
for the Book did eventually turn up in 
sufficient numbers to  cause the O rganiser 
no worries.

In  general, Capping was successful, 
although it could have been far more 
so, and with far less effort, had more 
people been prepared to roll up their 
sleeves and help, and had fewer people 
indulged in mis-timed pranks around the 
town. T h is  is one aspect that deserves 
special mention as having hampered 
greatly  the official presentation of 
Capping. W e  all know that these pranks 
will always occur, and most of us are 
prepared to laugh at and with them. But 
please, why don’t the perpetrators think, 
before they act, o f the consequences: 
B ea r in mind that we wish to maintain 
good relations with the Police, T ra ffic  
Dept., C ity Council and Public until 
after such events as Procesh, Collection 
and D istrib u tion ; therefore, save the most 
startling demonstrations of imm aturity 
until these events are  over. About evi­
dences of sheer vandalism, the less said 
the better.

Thanks are  due to those who did give 
active help and to those who supported 
the Revue and Capping Book.

— “W orn O ut”.

all bogus?
of focus when he sees Capping Carnival 
as a contribution to the cultural and 
social life of the U niversity.

T o  many of us, I  say this sincerely, 
the Capping Book was a feeble parade 
of gutter gleanings. Only T W O  students 
contributed without being solicited. L e t’s 
hope that we can improve on that next 
year and have N O  contributions.

T h e  Capping Book E d ito r’s cry  is 
also the motto of the irresponsible L on­
don tabloid, “T h e D aily M irror”, “to 
hell with critics  —  publish and be 
damned.” B e damned ;— the Capping 
B ook certainly succeeds in being damned 
by many. — Phil. I . Stine.

[W ou ld  this correspondent please  
leave his address in Craccum box.

—Eds.]

E xcep t to draw attention to a fact that 
was obviously discrepant with the truth, 
I  concentrated on the quality and consist­
ency of the argument. T h at I  took up so 
much space in analysing the articles is 
due to the fact that I tried to* achieve 
what the articles failed to d o ; i.e. prove 
my assertions and be consistent in my 
proof. A lso I  thought that it would save 
me from  charges of making unfounded 
assertions.

Finally, I  would like to thank M r. 
T ay lor for unwittingly supporting my 
whole argument. No doubt he thought 
the quotation “to  hell with critics —  
publish and be damned” sounded rhetori­
cal enough to make an effective counter­
blast. However, when I  wrote my first 
letter I  attached no blame to the Editor 
as I  held the view that he had to make 
the best out of the little m aterial avail­
able. B u t now M r. Tay lor has “damned” 
him self with his own words I  can hold 
that he is prepared to admit that I am 
right but nevertheless will publish any­
thing regardless of quality and conse­
quences. C learly M r. T ay lo r did not 
recognise this possible interpretation, but 
his nescience of it is a prima facie example 
of the sort of thing I  originally attacked.

— I.C .

But why not Contribute?
Sirs,

T o  reply to l .C .’s criticism  of my letter 
on the subject of Capping Book would 
no doubt provide him with the (in vert­
ed) satisfaction of having drawn atten­
tion to student publication truisms, so I 
shall be b r ie f : I.C ., S ir , contribute if you 
are to  criticise.

— A. Taylor, 
(Capping Book Ed'Itor).
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A Keyboard Paganini
At the conclusion of Thursday night’s concert, Malcuzynski came 

hack on to the platform to take five bows, recalled by an audience 
obviously stirred and excited by the performance. Not one member 
of it could have doubted this pianist’s great artistry and unusual 
ability to make contact with his audience, from the very moment he 
steps on to the stage. The tall figure, the deep set eyes beneath a 
towering brow, and the flowing hair, fit everyone’s idea of the 
romantic concert pianist — a keyboard equivalent of the almost 
legendary Paganini.

T h is illusion is not shattered for the 
dominant quality in Malcuzynsky’s play­
ing is power, which, associated with an 
aggressiveness of approach and effortless 
technique form s part of a complete 
m astery of the music before him. O f 
course his playing is not technically fault­
less but the few errors he makes are 
not made the more obvious by stumbling 
breaks in the rhythm .

In  the Chopin F  minor concerto 
M alcuzynski showed him self well able 
to match the bravura nature of a three- 
movement battle with the orchestra. A1-. 
though the battle cannot be regarded as 
one o f epic proportions, largely because 
of the limited m aterial at the disposal of 
the orchestra, credit must go to M alcu­
zynski for a forw ard playing which lifted 
the piano part out of the rather undis­
tinguished sounds the orchestra contribut­
ed. T h is  concerto is not a great w ork of 
arch itectu re ; its beauty, or appeal, lies in 
the textu re  of the piano p a rt ; the 
delightful pianisms which make Chopin’s 
solo piano works distinctive and enduring. 
T h e performance on this occasion m erci­
fully avoided those forced rubatos which 
are so foreign to the music, and a fault 
o f certain recorded versions.

T h e  L izst A  m ajor, as a concerto, is 
more challenging m aterial for both soloist 
and orchestra, fo r in its dynamics the 
pianist finds some scope for development 
o f piano - orchestra interplay. H ere 
again by the peculiar nature of the w rit­
ing there are traps for the unwary, most 
of which M alcuzynski satisfactorily 
avoided. T here is a sense of growth in 
fee piano w riting which is easily per­
verted by showmanship or destroyed by 
unspirited playing. Malcuzynski struck 
a nice balance between the flamboyant 
and the form al so that the music seemed 
to  be finding its own way. Restrained 
playing paid its dividends in the M arch, 
which due to the weakness of the w riting

and the occasional insensibility of per­
formance can reach the heights o f crud­
ity, and again in the passage w here the 
piano emerges from what Denis Stevens

with neither the weight nor the profund­
ity demanded by a theme of such heroic 
dimensions.

Some compensation in the purely 
orchestral field was provided by the 
first New Zealand performance of 
W illiam  Alw yn’s Symphony. I t  was not 
difficult listening for even the most con­
servative listeners, but one must not de­
tract from  the helpful analytical intro­
duction presented by M r. R obertson in 
his custom ary sem i-facetious style. T he 
symphony is a one movement w ork built 
around the development of its main 
theme. W hat originates at a mere 
■'night-noise’ runs through the orchestra, 
appearing at different stages as a purely 
rhythm ic design on the side drum, or in 
more recognisable form  with some mellow 
playing from  the brass ensemble, to 
emerge as a trium phant tune in the 
m ajor which in the closing bars dies 
away to a bare m otif on the basses. T h e 
Symphony is not thrilling nor is it quite 
commonplace. T he composer seems to 
have that tongue-in-the-cheek approach 
which leaves the listener a little 
puzzled, and for that reason alone its 
reputation lies in the balance until it is 
given further hearings. A t least I  must 
express my appreciation o f the National 
O rchestra’s enterprise in presenting us 
with such an untried w ork. Only when 
the musical public is made to think for 
itself, in such circum stances as these, can 
music-making in this country receive the 
moral support it so sorely needs at the 
moment. — M .Q .N .

L o n e  O rg a n  Recital Chi
T1

hideou!
Franci:
B.B.C.
term.

T he Festival O rgan R ecital was anew 
departure in Auckland’s festivity, and ai 
such it was very pleasing to see a mode: 
ate attendance. T h e  music was v 
chosen and varied, giving an idea of 
range of the organ.

W illiam  Pow-er chose one Buxtehuik I  Father Ag 
and two B ach  chorales to  begin the pro-1 colour to 
gramme. They were beautifully and prt- university 
cisely rendered, and the old-world tone W®* dre 
mingled among silent N ational Orchestn Habit of 1 
instruments parked on the stage, creatinj y '°°ked 
a delightful atmosphere. Bach’s Prelm 
and Fu gue in B M inor  was execute! 
admirably, showing the depth and intric­
acy of B ach ’s composition.

Geoffrey Sk erett’s bracket included i 
M ozart F antaisie  and two pieces by 
W hitlock. P aean  was brilliant and lib 
a fanfare attracting  much applause, k 
Sk errett’s interpretation of Scherzo was 
even better. Played on soft stops it was 
sometimes lost to the audience — la 
not disastrously.

A rthur Reid deserves commendatn 
for his choice o f  difficult works by 20th 
century composers. Harold Darke- 
Fantasy  came off because its pleasan 
rumbustiousness fitted in with the fantas­
tic attonality. Reid  made a good attempt 
as E lg ar’s Sonaia  N o. 1 but the technical 
difficulties had the better of him, and 
the drawm out length had the better o; 
the listeners. A  brilliant recital ended 
on this unpromising note. —I.D.B.

F E S T IV A L  FILM

“A  D re a m  E n c a g e d ”
"E d ith  C am pion th ro w s
Edith  C am pion a n d  e v e n  oi S a in t Jo a n

calls the "diabolical grow ling” of the 
ostinato in the lower strings. Mention o f 
the strings cannot be passed by without 
some reference to the w'ork of the or­
chestra as a whole. On the night it was 
master o f those savage and angular 
sounds w'hich constitute a greater part of 
this concerto.

Alas the same praise cannot be accord­
ed the orchestra’s treatm ent of Schu ­
mann’s Manfred O verture. H istory has 
it that this overture was much endeared 
by Schumann h im self; on this ocasion 
he would most certainly have been disap­
pointed for it was unimpressive playing

I t  was not by the means of m aterial 
or devices unknown to the motion picture 
industry that the director o f "T h e  Great 
Adventure”, A rne Su cksd orf —  also its 
script w riter, photographer and editor —  
made such an outstanding success of this 
film. T h e  last of those to be featured by 
this year’s Festival, it was certainly 
the best and although unlike any seen in 
the city recently, with the possible e x ­
ception of W a lt  Disney’s "nature” films, 
it  is not unfair to compare it with those 
generally and pronounce it better than 
them all.

T he story unifying the film  is very 
slight, but plays an important part in its 
craftm anship. W hile  "T h e  l iv in g

Players present Tense H um an M osa ic on Stage

D esert” contained superb shots of animal 
and plant life in the desert and sought :i 
show the struggle for existnce there, 
“T h e G reat Adventure”, alongside equally 
superb photography of natural life, in­
cludes the story o f two young Swedish 
children on a farm  in that country who 
during the w inter imprison an otter in 
a loft. T h e1 story of their taming it and 
feeding it surreptitiously makes this film 
a “creative’ W'ork whereas W alt Disney- 
was m erely a reproduction.

T h e  narrator is the older child now a 
man who recalls this year of his child­
hood, and the film opens with a dawn 
scene whose detail of bedewed spiders' 
webs and leaves is breathtaking. There 
is a very real atmosphere which is caught 
again and again in the film by the absence 
of background music and the emphasis 
on animal sounds.

Besides the admirable photography the 
drama is sustained by the excitement <: 
the fox  seeking its prey and in its tun 
being sought by the h u nter; by the dog 
chasing the fox  and it, too, falling victim 
to its hunter —  the lynx.

Comedy is provided by the antics
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The second play presented by the New Zealand Players at 
the Festival, T he Queen and the Rebels, by the recently deceased 
Italian dramatist, Ugo Betti, was an interesting and merited depar­
ture from the general run of plays offered by this company. On 
the surface a narrative piece with a realistic treatment of the action, 
contemporary background and a deceptively apparent reliance on 
character portrayal—all of which gives the essential sense of theatre 
—this play also, not unsuccessfully, strives to do a lot more.

It explores the realms of ideas, old as 
man himself and yet with a modern twist, 
and probes, quite deeply on occasions, 
into the workings of the human soul, 
allowing expression to some o f its more 
fundamental and yet strangely hidden 
elements. A variety of these are dis­
sected, some more skilfully than others, 
but all stemming from the central theme 
of the nature of political revolution and 
its inter-action with the dignity of the 
human being. In the course of events 
we are shown the leaders, m ilitary and 
civil, of the revolution, the people it 
affects, both those who help to mould it 
and those who are in turn moulded hy 
it, and also those who are merely swept 
along in its w ak e; those who see in it 
the fulfilment of their basic needs 
whether in the form of ideals, sustenance, 
or personal ambitions, and those who 
are merely looking on as disinterested but 
compulsory spectators. W hen fitted 
together they form a tense human 
mosaic which was enhanced by a rem ark­
ably striking set depicting the interior 
of a town hall, scarred and smashed by 
the shells of civil war.

T h e cast was particularly strong in 
the five characters who. at one stage or 
another, dominate the action. Edith

Campion, throwing off the mantle of 
E d ith  Campion, and even of Saint Joan  
except for a little “close-to-heaven” stuff 
near the end, gave a w?ell sustained por­
trayal as Argia, a  prostitute who, by 
inward forces she is incapable of under­
standing, and untoward circum stances she 
is unable to grasp, is forced to throw 
over a superficially attractive life, gained 
by placing herself at the use of men, 
for a noble m artyr-like death drawn 
on by asserting her long since down­
trodden pride and dignity.

Michael Cotterill, gave wdiat was in 
many ways his most vital perform ance 
to date as Commissar Amos, the gaunt, 
intellectual and crudely idealistic dema­
gogue. In contrast was B rian  B e ll’s 
General Bianti, the soldier, gross and 
impulsive, eager to see something gained 
by his efforts in death to the queen, 
even as he himself struggles with death, 
calling for a doctor who cannot be found 
in the chaos caused by his own guns.

Bernard Shine, too, gives o f his best 
as the artless self-seeker, risen tem ­
porarily to petty power, knocked down 
by his own crude ambition, and finally 
slaughtered ignominiously by the move­
ment to which he tied his ambition, thus 
sacrificing any integrity he ever had.

Again, in contrast, was the m asterly 
portrayal by Redmond Phillips of the 
porter, O raziot, swept along by a force 
too big for him to fight, and yet be­
neath his resignation strangely humble 
in the face o f human dignity to which, 
in action, he is incapable of aspiring.

These were indeed fine performances 
but somewhat compromised by Richard 
Campion’s uneven direction. T here was 
not enough o f the concentration called 
for by the heterogeneity of the first act, 
and the tautness that was built up in the 
second was not well enough sustained to 
the end. T h is play should w ring every­
thing from  its audience and leave it in 
a state of near mental exhaustion. B y  
a lack of tight direction, the producer 
failed to capitalise on an intrinsically 
vital play, fine acting, a splendid set. 
and the rem arkable degree to which a 
theatre audience is capable of contribut­
ing to the atmosphere, and thence to  the 
success of a dram atic performance.

— D .S.

the birds when a  je t  screams overheail 
and by some of the action of the two 
children whose "actin g” as also as natural 
as that of the animals.

Few  who see the film can not help 
melting at the sorrow' of the older buy 
w'hen he finds, in the early spring, his 
young brother has betrayed their secret, 
and his loneliness later when Otty escapes 
—- “No one can encage a dream for Ion?, 
however kind the keeper?”

As films are broadly made up of photo­
graphy on one hand and drama on tin 
other —  in the plot, the music, the dia l 
logue and sets —  so "T h e  Great Adven­
ture” is no exception, but is does differ] 
in the use o f these two elements: Insofar 
as photography maybe called an An. 
Sucksdorf has reached a higher degrei 
of artistry  than probably ever before, 
and by showing natural, “unheightened 
incidents, has sim ilarly reached a dra­
matic pitch ju st as high if not higher 
than that of a film where many more) 
conscious efforts are made towards th:; 
goal. —W.D.

LEWIS EADY'S 
FOR KEEN MUSICAL VALUE

192 QUEEN STREET :: Phone 24-922
PIANOS — DANEMAN, KNIGHT, BRINSMEAD, CHAPPELL, 

STEINWAY.
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS — Selm er SAXOPHONES and

CLARINETS, Prem ier DRUMS, GUITARS, UKULELES, 
■ RECORDERS.

RECORDS — ALL MAKES an d  TITLES, MUSIC, POPULAR HITS 
a n d  CLASSICAL.
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B.B.C. RELIGIOUS A D VISO R  A T  A.U.C.

Christian Heritage and University
These days of acute specialisation often saw the ‘‘existence of 

hideously well-informed and terribly knowledgeable barbarians/’ said 
Franciscan Father Agnellus Andrew, Religious Adviser to the 
B.B.C., in a lunchhour address in the College- Hall at the end of last 
term.
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APPELL,

and
U LELES,

kR  HITS

Father Agnellus lent a touch of sober 
,r to the dignified drabness of the 

university interior by coming along to 
speak dressed in the traditional brown 
Habit of his O rder. But for his glasses, 
be looked for all the world like some 
ight, energetic little Mediaeval friar.
It was the university’s task, he said, to 

give perspective to the w ork o f the 
specialist; not ju st to till one corner of 
human knowledge but to create an aw are­
ness of the whole range of human culture. 
The university should kill provincialism, 
whether geographical or intellectual, and 
above all it should achieve a synthesis 

all branches of knowledge. T ru th  
was one, despite its many aspects.
Father Agnellus referred to the 

curious notion, now out of date, which 
inds a clash between knowledge and 
religion.” T h e present generation had 
,een a new understanding of their rela­
tion and it was safe to say that the 
central Christian position was now intel­
lectually stronger than at any tim e in 
the modern world. T h is was particularly 
true of Scriptural studies.

The universities were monuments o f 
Christian culture. How ever far this or 

institution had travelled from  its 
origins, all universities had their roots in 
Christian soil. In  England the university 
began at Christ Church, the name o f an 
Oxford College. O xford  as we know it 
oday went back with complete continuity 
to 1240 or 1250. I t  had begun as a mon­
istic school fo r theology and canon law, 
gradually evolving towards the tradition 
of knowledge for which it is famous 
today.

Father Andrew said that when he 
became a Franciscan he had been named 
Agnellus (to  the horror of his m other) 
after Agnellus of P isa, who had been 
sent to England by S t. Francis in 1224. 
Within a month of landing Agnellus of 
Pisa began a friary in O xford  from 
which sprang the school started by 
Grosseteste. Through this school passed 
a number of great priests and Franciscan 
friars—Duns, Scotus, Ockham  and Bacon

THE
COSSACKS ARE COMING 
COSSACKS ARE COMING

Yes —
The Greatest Concert Attraction of 

Two D ecades
THE ORIGINAL

DON COSSACK CHORUS 
AND DANCERS

Will appear on Stage in,

THE PLAYHOUSE 

JULY 2 - IULY 7
ONLY SIX PERFORMANCES IN AUCKLAND
"The Don Cossack Chorus sets the rafters 
trembling . . —New York Herald Tribune

POSTAL BOOKING
Postal applications for seats should be 
addressed: "The Original Don Cossacks," 
c/o St. James Theatre, Queen Street, Auck­
land, enclosing 20/- per seat and stamped, 
addressed envelope for return of seats. 
Please add exchange to country cheques. 

BOX PLAN OPENS AT ST. JAMES THEATRE 
NEXT MONDAY, JUNE 25th. PR IC E 2 0 /- .  

Direction:
DAVID D. MARTIN and R. J. KERRIDGE, 
by arrangement with S. A. GORLINSKY, 

of London.

fo r instance. T h e U niversity  of Glasgow 
had been founded in 1450 by Bishop 
R obert Turnbull, directly from  a Bull 
issued by the Pope. A ll the universities 
had a sim ilar story behind their founda­
tion which showed the students of today 
their own background and origin.

Christianity had been first brought to 
England by S t. Augustine who came 
from  Rome to the south country. W ith in  
four years, in 600, he had begun the first 
Christian school and from  then until 
1870 the m ajority  o f E nglish  schools were 
run by the Church. T hey  were estab­
lished by the Church and during this 
period their whole activity derived en­
tirely  from  religious sources. “And who 
can tell of the labour and resources of 
the Church during those 1300 years,” said 
F ather Andrew. Even as recently as 
1945, half the schools of England were 
church chools— most of them Anglican, 
a quarter Catholic.

T he inspiration behind W estern culture 
had always been Christian, because 
knowledge, education, and learning had 
always been the concern of the Christian 
man. “You are heirs of that tradition 
and culture,” the Franciscan priest told 
students. Today the whole centre of 
W estern  civilisation was moving. T he 
focal point o f C hristianity and culture 
had been the M editerranean basin. The 
F aith  began there and then swrept through 
Greece, Rome. France, Italy, Spain and 
then England.

Now over half the Catholic Church was 
non-European. Catholics among the 
English-speaking peoples, in the B ritish  
Commonwealth and the U .S ., numbered 
65 millions. A frica  and India now had 
more Catholics than B ritain . T h e  Church 
was rapidly gaining in all the Eastern 
countries, even though adherents behind 
the Iron Curtain had been “snatched 
away by violence, not by choice— though 
the Faith lives on.”

Russia instinctively religious?

T o  B .B .C . broadcasts to Iron Curtain 
countries there was a “trickle of response, 
and letters came drifting back.” A t a 
recent international conference o f Catho­
lic university students held in England, 
20 delegates from behind the Iron Curtain 
said they couldn’t gain entry to the pro­
fessions unless they became Communists 
or subscribed to Communist P arty  forms. 
They could choose to condemn their chil­
dren to a different life, or compromise—  
retain their inner faith but subscribe to 
outer forms contrary to their beliefs. I f  
this was done, deceit and dissimulation 
became the norm and resulted in a grow ­
ing cynicism of truth and honour, and in 
tension and neurosis. T here  was some 
hope, and people did survive, but it was 
50 years since the Rusian Revolution and 
those under 50 had no knowledge of what 
went before. Y e t Russia was one of the 
great, instinctively religious countries.

Because of the change in modern times, 
the survival of our civilisation may 
depend on the new lands to which E u ro­
pean peoples had moved. It  w a; so 
easy to forget our backgound and origin, 
F ath er Agnellus said, and he p <inted 
out the responsibility of the present 
generation towards the past, and especi­
ally its great responsibilfties for the 
future. Not only was the Christian Faith 
being challenged but everything that had 
grown out o f it. “W e should be prepared 
to hand it over to those who come after 
us,” he said.

SPO R T

A.U.C. v. Massey at Rugby
In ter-varsity  Rugby was played in true 

spirit on W ednesday 13th, when A uck­
land drew three-a ll with M assey at 
Palm erston N orth. T h e Auckland team 
was without many of its named players, 
hut those who came from  lower grades 
played outstandingly.

T he game developed into a dour fo r­
ward struggle and Auckland did well to 
defend the many torrid  attacks launched 
by the heavier M assey pack in the first 
half. In the second half Auckland fo r­
wards played magnificently and reversed 
the territorial advantage that Massey had 
held. F o r Auckland D cs W ebb  and T ed  
B ullm ore  played outstandingly and M orris  
P oletti  demonstrated that he has talent 
which deserves recognition.

F o r  the backs, it was an unhappy day. 
as muddy conditions made handling diffi­
cult. T o  counterbalance this the defence 
on both sides was perfect. Brian M c- 
Faddcn, usually a five-eighth, defended 
well at fullback and Neil Simmons put 
the necessary jiace into the backline.

Auckland’s points came from  a spec­
tacular try  by M orris Goodw in , whereas 
M assey scored from  a penalty goal. B ob  
Graham  kicked well fo r Auckland and 
was unlucky not to have increased A uck­
land's score.

T he Auckland team w as: B . M cFad - 
d en ; D. Limm, D. Slaney, C. B a r r e t t ; 
N. Simmons, A. E ll io t t ; G. M cC orm ack ; 
E . Bullm ore, D . W ebb (cap ta in ), A . 
Poletti, M . Fairgray , P . Fielding, G.

EAT AND ENJOY

A.M.C. ist g r a d e  MEATS 
M O N A R C H

BACON, HAM and SMALL GOODS 

Q U A L I T Y  P R O D U C T S  
OF

THE AUCKLAND MEAT CO. LTD.

ON A VARSITY EDUCASHUN

Beyond the confined and cloistered 
serenity of academic life one may be faced 
with problems of a delicacy to topple a 
tijjpler. I f  a glamorous blonde says to 
you. with appropriate gestures, “du 
starka underbara klumpedump” ( * ) ,  has 
she some grave abdominal discomfiture 
or is she m aking a pass?

Your mere am asser of knowledge will 
be stumped —  red —  and shame-faced. 
Not so the “Craccum ” reader who will 
realise that, since the situation already 
has a mistress, it behoves him to become 
its master.

Books will have formed a large part 
of the background o f this wholly ad­
mirable person. H e will, as a man of 
parts and discrimination, enquire of T h e  
W akelys  who are B oo k  S earch ers  (o f  
P.O. B ox  2656. A uckland) in what way 
they can help him find that elusive volume 
of which the man in the shop had never 
heard and he will seek their advice on 
all his bibliokleptic problems. T h e W ake-  
lys deal in books in any language, 
whenever or wherever published — 
rumour has it they’ve even read one 
themselves, and got to the end of it.
( * )  T he three persons w hose correct 
translation of our blonde’s phrase are 
opened first will each receive a book, for 
fre e ; others answering w ill g et a free 
copy of our booklet, W O R D S  F R O M  
T H E  W A K E L Y S , so longas they last.

(A dvert.)

W right. M . Goodwin, B . Graham, D . 
Francis and G. Lloyd.

Sue Cox shows Fencing 
form

On M ay 5th, the second Jean  Louis' 
Handicap Tournam ent was held in the 
Ponsonby D rill H all. T h e  University 
Sw ords Club entered three men and one 
woman. T h e  men acquitted themselves 
creditably considering their handicaps. 
Colin Couch especially deserves m ention; 
he won 26 out o f 35 bouts.

T h e thrill of the day for U niverity was 
when Sue C ox. competing in her first 
tournam ent, won the women’s individual 
contest w ith 26 wrins in 30 bouts. E v ery ­
one agreed that the day’s fencing had 
been a great help in improving fighting 
technique and the club continued rank 
w ork during the vacation with greater 
enthusiasm.

On M ay 19th, a team  of four women 
fencers fought W hangarei women at 
W hangarei. Although losing 10— 6, the 
U niversity  team  showed they have good 
m aterial and learnt much from  the vet­
eran W hangarei team. Especially pleas­
ing was the effort of Sue, who won two 
out of her four bouts, showing that she 
can win in straight bouts as well as 
handicaps. W hangarei hospitality was, 
as always, overwhelming, and the team 
voted it a very enjoyable day.— A .J.H .

Smallbore shots get 
cracking

T his year’s smallbore shooting has 
started. T h irty  students are already 
wearing out the club rifles, and wasting 
ammunition, so why not come along and 
help them in this wholesome destruction. 
Odd attractions are J o c k  (Bonnie wee 
Scotsm an) F ra s er ’s  scintillating wit and 
the gorgeous supper (eat and biscuits, 
milk if  you’re lucky) ably directed by 
well known Auckland smallbore shot, 
Sue M cBeth. T h e place is the Arm y Rifle 
Range at A rea 1 Headquarters, Rutland 
S t. (n ex t to  G irl’s Friendly So cie ty ), 
every W ednesday night at 7 p.m.

A lready numerous possibles have been 
recorded, mainly from  R oy  Larsen  and 
Jo c k  F raser. M any newcomers are be­
ginning to reveal good form ( including 
R o d  Sm ith, F r ed  W eb b , P eter  and M ur­
ray W ilkins  and G arry C olebrook.

A t the Annual General M eeting the 
follow ing officers were e lected : : —
Club C ap tain : J .  A . R . Fraser. 
Secretary -treasu rer: M iss S . M cBeth. 
C om m ittee: M iss E . P orritt, R . Larsen,

C. O livecrona, G. W aring, A. Maingay,
B . D arroch, R . Sm ith.
T his year we are hoping to have a 

strong Tournam ent team, so if you want 
to spend a riotous week in Christchurch 
during August, jo in  the club and start 
serious practice now..

—  “Groppo” Hanna.

Netball Competition
Results of four rounds were: O'Rorke lead­

ing with four outright wins and one by default. 
Three teams were third: Architecture, Physics 
and Soc. of Indept. Intellectuals. How long 
can O'Rorke, with eight rounds to go, keep 
its record unsullied?

Extra referees are needed to keep the com­
petition going after July 13th, as I am leaving 
for overseas then.—STAN BROWN, Physical 
Education Officer.

What do Ido . . .
TO OPEN A

CHEQUE ACCOUNT ?
I've never used a cheque book. I  don't know  ^ ^ 3 ^ -
much about banking. B u t I ’ve seen other 
women use cheques. W ould it help m e to 
use them? How do I  go about it?  Do I  need a  large income?

If y o u  a re  a  w o m an  w ith  a regular in co m e y o u  co u ld  profit by  the  
safety, co n v en ien ce  and business prestige o f  a BN Z cheque a cco u n t. 
Y o u r  in c o m e  need n o t be large n o r  do  y o u  need a big sum  to  deposit 
in o r d e r  to  o p e n  an a cco u n t. Indeed , th e form alities are few and  
y o u  w ill b e  receiv ed  w ith  co u rtesy  and understanding. Just ask fo r  
th e M a n a g e r o r  A cco u n ta n t and m ake know n y o u r requirem en ts. 
H e w ill d o  th e  rest.

M ore th an  3 3 0  B ra n ch es  a n d  A gen cies in  N .Z .

B a n k  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d
BAN K  WITH BN Z  —  D O M IN IO N ’S LARGEST BANK

6.5A
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Australian hospitality overwhelming
V A R S IT Y  A T H L E T E S  O N  T O U R

Hospitality, goodwill, goodfellowship; these are the impressions 
which impinge most after the recent tour of Australia by a New 
Zealand Universities’ Athletic Team. This team of ten men and 
five women spent almost three weeks in Australia and competed in 
four meetings, two at Sydney and two, including an inter-Varsity 
test, at Melbourne.

T h e team  had a large measure of 
success, individually and collectively, 
winning three o f the four meetings, the 
test loss being possibly a  result of in­
juries, but these facts are submerged by 
the hospitality of their A ustralian hosts. 
Probably no other team  has been more 
kindly received ; certainly no other team 
could have done more as ambassadors of 
its U niversity than did this one. In this 
respect, is must be noted that the girls 
were very popular; this is the first time 
members o f the fa ir sex have been in­
cluded in a V arsity  athletic team  for an 
overseas tour, but it is an undoubted fact 
that they will be included in future, if 
the experience this time is taken note of.

finishing sprint too much to handle. Don 
runs to w in; his tactics are to keep 
handy until the fin ish ; he has possibly 
never been fully extended, and certainly 
he can be ranked as one of the best, if 
not the best, half-m ilers in New Zealand 
at the moment.

O f W arren T ravers, another Auckland 
member, one can say that he proved 
versatile. Noted for his distance running, 
W arren, in A ustralia, ran several good 
half miles, with times down to 1 min. 57 
secs. He was never beaten over three 
miles, his best tim e being 14 mins. 28

Competing under the handicap of an 
injured foot, Ian  Sim  failed to reproduce 
his New Zealand form ; he did, however, 
come to light in the relay in the test. It  
was unfortunate that the foot failed to 
respond to treatm ent, but Ian was at all 
times a trier.

Called into the team at a late date 
because B a rry  Robinson was forced to 
withdraw through ilness, R ob Irw in  had 
not had sufficient preparation to repro­
duce his home form. H e improved with 
every outing, and ran an excellent leg in 
the test relay.

I t  was an experience for the team | 
run on cinders. T h e test was held i 
Olympic P ark , which will be the trainic; 
venue for the Games. Cinders dry 
very qu ickly; thus conditions for thetest| 
were better than they would have 
had it been held on a grass track, 
girls found it somewhat more difficult to| 
adapt than the men.

Finally, mention must be made of I 
w ork of the manager, Colin Kay, himse 
a form er V arsity  and New Zealai 
representative, who did marathon wort| 
H e thoroughly earned the thanks of: 
concerned, and of all connected with I 
U niversity.

T o  them all, we extend our congrats 
lations. — J .  Holdom,

More injury to hamper form
Another who suffered through injury, 

and thus having to miss the test, was 
Pam. Butchers. Up till the time of her 
withdrawal from  competition, Pam  had 
added several inches to  her long jump 
distances, her best being 17ft. 11 in. She 
also gave valuable support in the relays. 
Pam  is a good p rosp ect; adequate tuition 
feet, and she could well become a nation­
al-class jum per.

Are you E lig ib le  
for Tournament II

Student interest disappointing
In terest in the team ’s appearances was 

considerable, but, unfortunately, U nivers­
ity students were not to the fore in this 
resp ect; of a crowd o f about 500 who saw 
the test in Melbourne, only a small pro­
portion were students. T h e  large and 
diversified nature of the U niversities may 
be one explanation of this.

All members of the team  performed 
w ell; most returned performances well 
above their previous best. R obin  B all, o f 
Canterbury, who competed in the discus 
and shot events, returned 137ft. 6in. in 
the discus, a distance good enough to 
have given him the national title  at the 
last championships. H e put the shot 45ft. 
in A ustralia, and this was a foot better 
than he had been able to record before.

F o r good perform ances and for versa­
tility, Jo h n  H aw kes  of. V ictoria  deserves 
special mention. John could be one of 
New Zealand’s best quarter-m ile hurdlers 
if he sticks to i t ;  his best time was 55.5 
secs. H e returned 15.2secs. for the 120 
yards hurdles in gaining third place in 
the te s t ; this was 15 secs, better than he 
had previously done. John also won a 
220 yards flat, and recorded 22 secs, over 
this distance.

« *?
Ill

H i m

w m l

I
m

Back Row: R. G. Ball (C.U.C.), D. I. B. Smith (A.U.C.), M. Jeffries (A.U.C.), R. P. Irwin 
(V.U.C.). Middle Row: W. W. G. Travers (A.U.C.), A. M. Clarke (A.U.C.), P. E. Smith 
(O.U.), A. N. Brooks (A.U.C.). Front Row: C. M. Kay, Manager (N.Z.U. and A.U.C. 
Blues Panel), D. M. May (V.U.C., M. Mellsop (A.U.C.), C. F. Moran (A.U.C.), P. E. Butchers 

(O.U.), J. M. Johnson (A.U.C.). Inset: G. J. Hawkes (V.U.C.).

A possible New Zealand 
Champion

Auckland’s D on Sm ith  scored convinc­
ing wins in A u stra lia ; he beat Henderson, 
ranked fourth or fifth in A ustralia over 
the half mile in the te s t ; Henderson has 
run the distance in 1 min. 5 l secs. Don 
did it in 1 min. 54 secs. Henderson is 
an Olympic prospect, but he found D on’s

secs., and he recorded 4 mins. 17 secs, on 
a wet track in Sydney fo r the mile, 
being beaten by Joh n  Plumm er, who is 
perhaps knocking on the door of the 
A ustralian Olympic Selection Committee. 
More will be heard of W a rre n ; his

CALLING ALL GOLFERS!
T h is  C o lle g e  h a s  a  G o lf C lu b  in  

n a m e , b u t n ot in  b o d ie s . S o  fa r  a s  
c a n  b e  a s c e r ta in e d , th e re  a r e  n o n e  of 
la s t  y e a r 's  m e m b e rs  s till s tu d e n ts ; th u s 
a t  th e  m o m en t, w e  w ill n ot b e  a b le  to 
s e n d  a  te a m  to T o u rn a m en t. T h is  i s  a  
m o st u n fo rtu n ate  s itu a tio n ; n o  C o lle g e  
lik e s  to  b e  in  th e  p o sitio n  of h a v in g  to 
s c r a tc h  from  a n y  co m p etitio n .

T h e  C o lle g e  c lu b  h a s  n e v e r  fu n c­
tio n ed  a s  d o  o th e r  c lu b s ; it d o e s  not 
h a v e  its  o w n  c o u rs e , a n d  a s  a  ru le  
m e e ts  o n ly  o n ce  or tw ice  a  y e a r  for a  
m e m b e rs ' d a y . T h u s th e r e  is  n o  s u b ­
sc r ip tio n ; th e  o n ly  c h a r g e s  a r e  th e  
g r e e n  fe e s  for th e  o n e  o r tw o  c lu b  
d a y s .

It is  our o p in io n  th a t th e re  m ust b e  
q u ite  a  n u m b e r of g o lf a d d ic ts  in  th e  
s tu d en t b o d y ; th a t b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  w e  
a r e  c a l lin g  a  m e e tin g  of a l l  th o se  
in te re s te d  for n e x t T u e s d a y , Ju n e  26th , 
a t  7 .3 0  p .m ., in  th e  W o m e n 's  C om m on  
R oom . T h e  C h a irm a n  w ill b e  B e rn ie  
C o y le , o n e  of la s t  y e a r 's  o ff ic a ils . 
C o y le , o n e  of la s t  y e a r 's  o ff ic ia ls .

W o m en  s tu d e n ts  a r e  a ls o  w e lco m e , 
a n d  it h a s  b e e n  m ooted  th a t w o m e n 's  
g o lf b e  in tro d u ced  to T o u rn am en t.

G o lfe rs , th e  n e e d  is u rg e n t; if so  b e  it 
n a m e  for Jim  H oldom  in  th e  E x e cu tiv e  
room , g iv in g  a ls o  y o u r a d r e s s  an d  
p h o n e  n u m b er, if a n y .

— Jim  H oldom , S p o rts  C lu b  S e c r e ta r y .

running is convincing.
P eter Smith, o f O tago, started well 

with a 50.6 secs, quarter mile on the wet 
track at Sydney. H e looked to be com­
ing right, but unfortunately, he pulled a 
leg muscle.. The in jury  failed to mend, 
despite all efforts. P eter is the present 
national champion, and we can be thank­
ful that the injury is not permanent.

Olympic nomination
M urray Je ffr ie s  maintained his form  

with 6ft. 4in. high jumps. H e has done 
better (6ft. 6in. at the nationals, 6ft. 5in. 
at Tournam ent), but his jum ping was 
good, and he is to be congratulated on 
his Olympic Games nomination.

T he other high jum per, M argaret 
M ellsop, improved still • more on her 
season’s performances. M argaret added 
3^in. to her height when at Tou rnam ent; 
in Australia she added another inch, 
reaching 5ft. 1? in. T h is puts her in 
top New Zealand class. She could be a 
definite prospect fo r the 1958 Em pire 
Games if she continues with the sport.

Albert B rooks  toted a long bamboo pole 
to Australia to good e ffec t: his organi­
sation added six inches to his previous 
best in the pole vault, clearing twelve 
feet for second place in the test. A lbert 
picked up quite a few' hints in A ustralia, 
should push her out to at least nineteen 
and while he has quite a way to go, more 
could be heard o f him.

Allan Clark was another who did better 
than ever before. H e threw the hammer 
out 156 feet at Sydney, and 150 feet in 
the test, these being right up to New 
Zealand standard. Allan is becoming a 
real student of the event, and he should 
have a bright future.

Colleen M oran  reproduced her home 
form , and ran as impressively as ever, 
with 11.4 secs, for the hundred and 8.8 
secs, for the 75 yards. Sh e was beaten 
by only two yards in the test by the 
present Australian champion.

A very versatile comjoetitor is Judy  
Johnson. She would be well advised, 
however, to concentrate on one or two 
events, notably the discus, with which 
she performed very creditably in Aus­
tralia. H er best ever of 102ft. was turned 
in over there.

D oris M ay  ran well, with a good, fur­
long in Sydney, and good relay legs, but 
showed no great improvement on her 
New Zealand form.
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W e  present this summary of the rulesl 
of E ligibility  for W inter Tournament, as| 
an aid to those who would like to 
but may, if they are not forewarned, mi$s| 
out because they are not eligible. Tit I 
summary covers the m ajor con d ition s;! 
any person who thinks they might beinjl 
special position should contant J i m  Hol-| 
dom (Phone 46-002) or Murray Francis| 
(Ph on e 63-649) as soon as p oss ib le , 
their homes, or at E xecutive R o o m .

C om petitors must be members of l)it| 
Students’ A ssociation , and must be Jmi| 
fide playing m em bers o f  their club; lltl 
exception  to the latter is when playi j  
in a h igher grade, in zvhich case enquim\ 
should be m ade as to the position.

T h e  course being taken must include | 
at least three hours of lectures p e r  week, 
with a full course, or five hours p er week| 
if on one term  only. T h e  subjects 
taken must be in the syllabus of the 1 
U niversity of New Zealand. Certain ex-1 
ceptions are made when a degree is  beinj 
completed. A t least two-thirds of lit 
lectures involved in the course must k:i 
been  attended, ■

Special regulations cover such people 1 
as 6th yead med. students, and others,! 
and any person penalised through illness, 
or other extenuating circumstances 
should contact the delegates, Jim ark I 
M urray.— Jim  Holdom, Sports’ Clubs’| 
Secretary .
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