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PRE-ELECTION STIR
Ficer Exec. Takes Action VICE-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
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At its meeting held on 16th July, the Executive dealt with m atters 
Dncerning the election for the post of Man Vice-President raised in 
letters from the Returning Officer, M r K. W . Loach, from Messrs W. 
A. Laxon, G. E. Vial and B. M. Atkins, the nominators of M r Coulam,

etup.|ndfrom the current Man Vice-President, M r D. W . Lang. As a result 
ji this discussion the following motions were passed :
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That the Executive do strong ly  censure the Ed itors of Craccum  for 
the Editorial in the issue of 11th July which, in the opinion of the 
Executive w as a gro ss abuse of their position in that it tended to 

prejudice the election.

That the preceding motion be published in the, next issue of 
Craccum on the front page.

That it become an instruction to the Ed itors of Craccum  at any 
time appointed, that no comment on the candidates for Executive office 
other than the official ‘write-up’ be published.

That M r Lang be censured for his action in being responsible for 
a broadsheet headed the “Auckland U n iversity  College Students’ 
Association Incorporated” w hich m ight be considered by those reading 
it as being the  opinion of the Students’ Association.
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That the Em ergency Com m ittee’s action [in not postponing the 
election] be ratified.

After a brief discussion  of the a llegations of the nom inators of M r  
Coulam expressed i n  a letter to the R etu rn ing Officer, the fo llow ing m otion
las passed:
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That we move to the next business.

After a d iscussion  of a letter of resignation  from  the M a n  Vice-President, 
Hr Lang, the fo llow ing m otion w as passed:

That M r  La n g ’s resignation be declined.

In order to give the students a full account of the issues involved in 
ill these matters, we present below a resume by Craccum’s regular 
Executive reporter, and on page 2, an editorial comment.
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Coulam-by a Nose
A s a result o f the election for the 

position of M an V ice-President of the 
Auckland U niversity College Students’ 
A ssociation held on Monday and Tues­
day, 16th and 17th Ju ly , the Returning 
O fficer, M r K . W . Loach, has announ­
ced that Air A llan Coulam has been 
elected to take office as from  the close of 
the Annual General M eeting to be held 
on Tuesday, 31st July .

D etails of votes cast at each polling 
booth are as fo llow s:

B ooth C o u iam  Purd y

C o lle g e  C lo is te rs  _______ 124 131

C o lle g e  F o y e r  _________ 111 87

S c h o o l o f A rc h ite c tu re  .... 21 44

S c h o o l o f E n g in e e r in g  __ 25 15

E la m  S ch o o l o f F in e  A rts 14 13

T O T A L S 295 290

(M a jo rity  for C o u lam —  5)

T h e  total number of votes cast was 
591, of which 6 w ere informal. This 
shows a considerable decrease in voting 
in comparison with elections for offi­
cers last y e a r ; nearly 300 less students 
went to the polls.

A s recorded in the last issue of

Allan Coulam
Craccum, M r P eter B oag  and M iss Ja n et 
W atkins have been elected unopposed to 
the posts of President and W om an V ice- 
president and as there were no nomina­
tions for the position of T reasu rer, this 
post has been declared vacant.

E lection  P ro ceed in g s
o

S

On July 16th the Students’ Association Executive discussed for over 
hree hours events preceding this year’s election of Man Vice-President. 
The “gross abuse by the Editors of Craccum  of their position” in publish- 
ig the editorial of July 11th; the wrongful use of the Association’s name 
jy Don Lang on a broadsheet in reply to that editorial; the ratification of 
the Returning Officer’s action in not postponing the elections after receipt 

a complaint by the nominators of Alan Coulam at the “unethical 
conduct of . . . the Executive in endeavouring to keep the offices of that 
body amongst themselves” ; and the resignation tendered by the present 
Man’s Vice-President, Don Lang, were all considered.
Following the last Craccum  editorial, 

Peter Boag explained, the Returning 
Officer wrote to  E xec, expressing con­
cern over its not giving an opportunity 
lor “any other view to  be presented.” 
Don Lang, nominator o f B a rry  Purdy, 
distributed a cyclostyled sheet headed 
‘Auckland U niversity College Students’ 
Association Incorporated” around the 
college, seemingly issued with E x e c ’s 
authority. T his resulted in the nomina­
tors of Alan Coulam w riting to K en 
Loach, Returning O fficer, asking that 
the election be postponed. T h e  E m er-

I gency Committee left this decision to the
■ Returning O fficer who decided tl\

i official dates should stand, 
illi

Considering the Craccum  editorial first, 
Bob Roach said he was unhappy because

E x ec , had passed his recommendations 
last year for complete independence of 
editorial opinion, which now seemed to 
be invalidated. K en Loach thought more 
care could have been taken over election 
comment to ensure it was expressed im­
partially.

Liberal outlook — but,

Lyndsay Nash, commenting that 
even Craccum ’s  election ‘blurbs’ were 
unconstitutional, said E x ec , must stick 
to the letter o f  the law if  they 
expected others to. H e felt that the 
criticism  of the undesirability of heavily 
endorsed nominations by E x e c , members 
was justified. W hile favouring a news­
paper with a liberal outlook, he felt the 
editorial had been directed towards per­

sonalities and therefore incorrect. Jim  
Holdom agreed, while Don Lang noted 
the Student Jou rnalistic Code stated that 
right of reply must be given to  individuals 
or organisations criticised, whereas the 
opposite was true.

Editorial — gross abuse?
Bob Roach, noting the trend of the 

discussion said the editors were answer- 
able to E x e c , only in the case of gross 
abuse and he felt the Executive must 
now consider if this had taken place. 
P eter B oag asked members to  discuss 
the m atter impartially. K en  Loach 
asked if election comment could not be 
shown to the Returning O fficer so that 
interested parties could reply. Lyndsay 
N ash and Jim  Holdom  considered edi­
torials should not be governed for it 
implied restriction o f the right to 
criticise. Sum ming up before the editors 
were heard, Bob Roach considered they 
had abused their position. J im  Holdom 
accordingly moved that in the opinion of 
the E xecutive, the editors had grossly 
abused their position by the printing of 
m aterial which might tend to  unduly 
influence the elections. T h is was unani­
mously passed, B a rry  Purdy and Don 
Lang abstaining.

P eter Boag, conveying the E xec’s

opinion to  the editors of Craccum, David 
Stone and W arw ick  A rm strong, said 
they w ere “grave charges”, but that mem­
bers w ere unhappy over the way student 
finances w ere being used. David Stone 
felt there was little point in answering 
since E x e c , had made its decision before 
the Editors had been allowed to be 
heard, but P eter B oag reiterated it was 
only because members had decided there 
was “gross abuse” that they w ere re­
quired to  speak at all.

Comment upon principle
W arw ick  A rm strong stated the 

Editors had not attempted to influ­
ence students who read the editorial, 
for they were m erely commenting 
upon a principle. T h e  effects were 
purely the result of the students’ 
personal convictions, but Bob Roach 
considered if editorials were published 
without regard to their possible results 
this constituted an irresponsible action. 
Replying, David Stone stated only one in 
three students read Craccum  and he could 
not ascertain the extent to which they 
w ere influenced by opinions expressed in 
letters, articles, or editorials. I t  was the 
E d ito rs’ right to  comment upon any

(Continued on page 7)
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ce rta in ly  d oes n o t be fit th e ir p o sitio n  
as E x e cu tiv e  m em b ers; ind eed , it  has 
been  an im p o rta n t c o n tr ib u tin g  fa cto r 
to the in fla tio n  o f the q u estio n  o u t o f 
a ll p ro p o rtio n .

O f th e  o th e r  m atters b ro u g h t u p  at 
th e  m eetin g , it is agreed  th a t M r 
L a n g ’s o ffer o f  res ig n a tio n  was a  cor-

I t  is now  estab lish ed  p ractice  for the 
n o m in ato rs  to  w rite  a short appraisal 
o f th e ir  ca n d id ate  to  b e published 
C raccu m , fo r  a p h o to g ra p h  of each 
can d id a te  to  be posted  o n  noticeboard 
in  the C loisters and , m ore recently, (or 
a m eetin g  to be he ld  fo r  candidates 
show  them selves to the students and

Elections and A ll That
reet p ro ced u re  an d  he is to  b e  com - to  give a b rie f acco u n t o f  their aims past as w e

D esp ite  a lle g a tio n s o f the ‘ ‘gross a ttem p ted  to give fav o u rab le  b ias to 
abu se of th e ir  p o sitio n ” m ade by the the p o lit ic a l fortu nes o f  o n e  candi- 
E xecu tiv e , w ith  re fe re n ce  to the d ate. I t  has been  show n above th at 
e d ito r ia l o f last issue, the E d ito rs  have the p o sitio n  o f T re a su re r  was g iv en  at

d end ed  fo r it. I t  shows th a t he re a l­
ised th a t a lth o u g h  h is  ‘m isd em ean o u r’ 
was dou btlessly  a tech n ica l erro r, the 
critic ism  th a t was lev elled  ag a in st h is 
b road sh eet m ust be  h e ld  as v alid , as 
every w eek o f  the year, cyclosty led  c ir­
cu lars, s im ilar in  form , are  issued by 
th e  A ssociatio n  office  an d  u n d er exact-

EDUCA

T
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if  e lected . T h e s e  p ra c tices  have helped 
to a lle v ia te  the p ro b lem  whereby 
stud ents o fte n  have n o  knowledge 
m any o f the can d id ates in  the field, 
and  it w ou ld  thu s be interesting ti 
d iscover w hat d ifferen ce  there woui 
b e  if  th e  nam es o f nom inators wen

many p o s :  
education  
philosophy  
perm an en t 
jn seq u en t

n o t p u b lish ed . B u t  whatever tl* critical en<
had  n o  qu alm s as to the p ro p rie ty  o f least eq u al em phasis in  th e  offend- ly the sam e typed head in g . T h u s  it  was resu lt, the rem ov al o f the ‘nominate
th e ir  actions. T h e  o n e  fa u lt  to w hich  
they w ou ld  ad m it was th e ir  fa ilu re  to 
co n su lt M r P urd y co n ce rn in g  h is 
av ailab ility  fo r o ffice ; b u t in  m itig a­
tio n  o f th is was the o p in io n  th a t a per-

ing  e d ito r ia l, w hich w as p u b lish ed  
w ith  on ly  the best in terests  o f  the 
A ssociatio n  in  m ind. B u t  it w ou ld  b e ­
lit t le  the in telligen ce o f  o u r read ers 
to m a in ta in  dogm atically  th a t anv

on ly  n a tu ra l fo r  th e  assu m p tion  to 
have b e en  m ade th a t the c ircu la r  had  
the b ack in g  o f the E xecu tiv e .

staff.

son w ho is u n a b le  to  assum e the d u ties such a rtic le  could  sway stu d en t op in -
and  resp o n sib ilities  o f  T re a su re r  
w ould  also be u n a b le  to assum e those 
o f a V ice-P resid en t.

O n e  o f the basic  p rin c ip le s  u p on  
w hich  the new  system  o f  p o rtfo lio s  
rests, is th a t o f  “e q u ality  o f la b o u r” , 
an d  yet w ith  the in itia tio n  o t tne 
system , it is m ost u n fo rtu n a te  
th a t th ere  has b e en  the in fe re n ce  th at 
the V ice-Presiden cy  is a sin ecu re . T o  
the co n trary , if  carr ie d  o u t  co n sc ien ­
tiously , the d u ties o f th e  M an  V ice- 
P resid en t are  co n sid erab le . F u r th e r

ion  w holesale. I t  is h e ld  th a t the 
e d ito r ia l was, as it was in ten d ed  to 
be, a basis up on w hich stu d en ts cou ld  
give the m atter some th o u g h t an d  th en  
form  th e ir  own o p in io n . I t  was be­
liev ed  ju s t as p robab le  th a t som e stu ­
d ents w ou ld  disagree, a n d  h av in g  had  
a basis on  w hich to  w ork, th e ir  
d ecis ion  was then lik e ly  to be fa r 
m ore en lig h ten ed  than  w ou ld  o th e r­
wise have been  the case.

T h e  actu al voting figures show  ju s t 
how  d iv id ed  op in ion  was, an d  thu s

d ou b ts reg ard in g  the re c e n t con stitu - su p p orts the co n ten tio n  th a t the edi
tio n a l ch ang es su rro u n d ed  the p ossib il­
ity o f on e o f  two good  can d id ates b e ­
ing  lost, an d  the circu m stan ces o f the 
e le c tio n  on ly  served to su b stan tia te  
these d ou b ts.

T h e  im p o rtan ce  o f M r P u rd y ’s w ork 
fo r the A ssociation  in  the f in an cia l 
sphere is w ell k now n, and  it is fe lt  
th a t the n a tu re  o f the e lectio n  results, 
shows th at w hile stu d ents recognised  
the q u a lit ie s  o f a new -com er in  M r 
C o u lam , the v o tin g  e ith e r  way may 
also be co n stru ed  as fav ou rin g  M r 
P urd y in  o n e  cap acity  o r  the o th er.

to ria l acted  as a stim u lus to  th o u g h t 
on  a q u estion , nam ely the e le ctio n  of 
officers, w hich is surely o n e  o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t single d ecisions stu ­
d ents as a w hole have to  m ake each  
year. A gain , in the lig h t o f this, 
cou ld  the ed itoria l be reg ard ed  as a 
“gross ab u se”?

Personal rancour clouds issue
T h e s e  p o in ts were d evoid  o f  a ll p e r­

sonal consid erations and  th e  e d ito r ia l 
was m ost em p hatic th a t p erson alities 
shou ld  n o t en ter the q u estio n . H e n ce

"Weighted nominations"
B u t it  w ould  certa in ly  be w rong in  

the lig h t o f  su b seq u en t circu m stan ces, 
fo r  th is assu m p tion  to  be p erp etu a te d . 
D esp ite  the c irc u la r ’s in flu en ce , a tech ­
n ica l e rro r  it u n d o u b ted ly  was; any 
critic ism  o f the co n d u ct o f  e lectio n s 
from  the p o in t o f view  of a b ias to­
w ards p a rticu la r  can d id ates by the 
E x e cu tiv e , is m ore v alid  on  the 
grou nd s ra ised  by the sam e p la in tiffs— 
th at o f ‘w eighted  n o m in a tio n s .’

T h is  is a sig n ifican t p o in t, an d  it is 
a p o o r s ta te  o f affairs th a t the E x e c u ­
tive d ecid ed  th a t it  was n o t w orth  
th e ir  d e lib e ra tio n . E v en  w orse was 
th e ir  p u erile  excu se fo r  p assing  to the 
n e x t bu siness o n  th e  g rou nd s th a t  the 
le tte r  o f  co m p la in t was addressed  to 
the R e tu rn in g  O ffice r an d  n o t to 
them selves. T h e  R e tu r n in g  O ffice r is, 
a fte r  a ll, the  a p p o in te e  o f the E x e c u ­
tive, an d  the le tte r  h ad  b een  tab led  
fo r th e ir  a tte n tio n .

T h e  co m p la in t th a t m em b ers o f the 
E x e cu tiv e  “ b an d  to g e th e r to  en su re 
th e ir  ow n re -e le c tio n ” raises a  d ifficu lt 
p ro b le m  fo r  any  body in  w hich  co n ­
tin u ity  o f e x p e rie n ce  is a fa cto r  o f  
som e im p o rtan ce , an d  o n e  can  w ell

Some of 
it nature, 
parative, ps. 
While many 

How(

In  any case jh e  very sm allness o f the u  is d ep lo rab le  that p erson al ra n co u r a p p rec ia te  the in s ta b ility  o f  stu d en t
m ajo rity  in d ica tes  th a t the voters w ere 
ind eed  fa c in g  a d ifficu lt p ro b lem , and  
h av in g  elected  a M an  V ice-P resid en t, 
w ere also very co n cern ed  a b o u t the 
T re a su re rsh ip .

A ll stu d ents w ou ld  dou btlessly  be 
h a p p ie r  if M r P urd y w ould  re c o n ­
sid er h is d ecis ion  n o t to  be co-opted , 
and  the in co m in g  ex ecu tiv e  w ou ld  be 
re n d erin g  a good  service if it p ersu ad ­
ed h im  to re-assum e h is form er posi­
tio n . I t  is rea lised  th a t M r Purdy has 
m any ou tsid e co m m itm en ts, w hich  
m ust fo r h im  com e first, but it is also 
he ld  th a t the en orm ou s am o u n t o f 
w ork he tack led  last y ear has m ade the 
task o f the n e x t T re a s u re r  fas less o n e ­
rous th an  it has b een , p a rticu larly
from  an  a d m in istra tiv e  p o in t o f view : 
the a la rm in g  n u m b er o f  cash accou n ts 
has b een  red u ced  an d  sim p lified , a ll 
f in an cia l pap ers an d  record s are  now 
housed, in  the read ily  accessible Asso­
c ia tio n  office, an d  finally  a new  post 
on  the E x e cu tiv e  has b een  estab lish ed

has been  p erm itted  to clou d  th e  w hole 
issue fo r  precisely those p eo p le  w ho 
d ecid ed  th a t a ju d gm en t u p o n  it  was 
ca lled  for. Even before th e  m eetin g  
w hen the m atter was d iscussed, som e 
m em b ers o f  the E xecu tiv e  in  the p re ­
sence o f others, acted  in  a p erson ally  
sarcastic o r vindictive m a n n e r tow ards 
the E d ito rs . T h e  ex isten ce o f th is fe e l­
ing, an d  even worse, its c o n tin u a tio n  
a fte r  the e lectio n  results w ere k now n, 
hard ly  speaks for the p erso n al im p ar­
tia lity  o f some m em bers o f th e  E x e c u ­
tive tow ards the candidates. I t  also 
does m uch to exp la in  wdry o n ly  on e 
m em b er o f  the E xecu tiv e , M r N ash , 
was p rep ared  to state a t  the m eetin g  
th a t he thou ght the E d ito rs  had  acted  
in a m a n n e r which they b e liev ed  to 
be in  accordance w ith  the b est in te r ­
ests o f  the A ssociation. O n ly  a fo r t ­
n ig h t be fo re , the E x ecu tiv e  was p re­
p ared  to believe that the E d ito rs  had  
so acted  w hen they w ent to n o t in c o n ­
sid erab le  tim e and tro u b le  in  p rep ar-

specifically  to  ad m in ister the fin ances Jn g a special issue in su p p ort o f the
E x e cu tiv e ’s case for co n stitu tio n a l 
am end m en ts. B u t w hen a lit t le  la ter ,

o f the ca fe te ria  and. p u b lica tio n s

Will programme be completed?
F u rth e r , as the A ssociation  y ear is 

to en d  early  in  Ju n e , the co m in g  term  
of ex ecu tiv e  office w ill occupy two 
term s instead  o f th ree , and , a t the 
T re a s u re r ’s ow n su ggestion, the en d  o f 
the f in an cia l year o f  the A ssociation  
w hen b a la n ce  sheet and  fin a n cia l re ­
p o rt have to be draw n up , now  c o in ­
cides w ith a less busy tim e o f  the year 
for the bu siness w orld . I t  is hop ed  th at 
these co n sid era tio n s w ill a llow  M r 
Purdy to co m p lete  the p rogram m e he 
in itia te d  to rem ove stu d ent finances 
from  th e ir  prev iou s state o f chaos. I t  is 
d ifficu lt to u n d erstan d  th a t in  m akin g  
th is p o in t, the  e d ito r ia l in the last issue 
was constru ed  as a “gross abu se of 
the E d ito rs’ p o sitio n .”

E q u a lly  d ifficu lt to u n d erstan d  is 
the a lle g a tio n  th a t the e d ito ria l

an e d ito ria l is p u blished  co n ta in in g  
ideas w ith  w hich m em bers d isag ree , 
b u t also statin g  to be m otiv ated  by the 
sam e p rin cip le , the best in terests o f  
stu d en t affairs, only on e m em ber is 
p rep ared  to believe this.

I t  is very fine for the P resid en t to 
state th a t the E xecu tiv e w ou ld  have 
acted  in  a sim ilar m a n n er w hatever 
way the ed itorial was biassed  (sic!), 
b u t th is is begging the q u estio n  th at 
it was an  article w ith  a p erson ality  
bias. In  taking this a ttitu d e , thu s 
ig n o rin g  the words o f th e  E d ito ria l 
and  o f the Editors at the m eetin g , the 
E xecu tiv e  showed q u ite  clearly  th a t 
m any of its m em bers w ere n o t 
p rep ared  to accept an  a ffirm atio n  
w hen it conflicts w ith th e ir  p erson al 
interests.

T h is  elem ent of p erson al p ettin ess

a d m in is tra tio n  th a t w ould  resu lt from  
a co m p le te  ch ange-over o f p erson n el 
fro m  year to  year, an d  in  th is lig h t, 
it w ou ld  be u n fa ir  to a llege  self- 
seek in g  m otives in  th e  n o m in a tin g  
a ctiv itie s  o f  E x ecu tiv e  m em bers.

O n  the o th e r  h an d , how ever, the 
p o in t m ade th a t stu d en t ap ath y  w ith 
reg ard  to  e x ecu tiv e  office  is en co u r­
aged by th is w eigh tin g  o f n o m in a tio n s, 
is a p ro b lem  to  w hich  the E x ecu tiv e  
co u ld  w ell give som e ca re fu l tho u g ht. 
It  is an  estab lish ed  fact th a t in  the 
past, un less a s tu d en t k new  an  E x e c u ­
tive m em b er w ho was p re p a red  to 
n o m in a te  h im  fo r  o ffice , he h ad  litt le  
success in  op p osin g  a ca n d id ate  w ho 
h a d  had  th is good  fo rtu n e . In d eed , 
th is is p a rt o f a la rg er p ro b lem  by 
w hich any stu d en t w ho w ishes to  p a r­
tic ip a te  in stu d ent affairs finds this 
nearly  im p ossib le u n less he “know s 
som ebod y” : w hen th is also a p p lies  to 
e x ecu tiv e  o ffice, the  seriousness o f the 
s itu a tio n  becom e strik ing ly  a p p aren t.

I t  is tru e surely  th a t a p erson  should  
be e lected  to  office  u n d er h is ow n 
steam , a cco rd in g  to h is ow n p erson­
ality , cap acity  an d  q u a lifica tio n s—n o t 
because “his n o m in a to r  is a good 
b loke , th ere fo re  h e  m ust b e ” o r  any 
sim ilar lin e  o f  tho u g ht.

Should nominations be published?
I t  is in teres tin g  in  regard  to th is 

th a t a t O ’R o rk e  H a ll, the H o ste l’s 
E x e cu tiv e  E le c tio n s  are  co n d u cted  
w ith ou t the nam es o f the n o m in ato rs  
b e in g  p u b lish ed . I t  is u n d erstoo d  th at 
this is d u e to the re la tiv e ly  sm all n u m ­
bers o f  resid en ts an d  th a t e lectio n s 
shou ld  n o t d ep en d  on  w hose fr ie n d  
th e  ca n d id a te  is. A d m itted ly  the n u m ­
b er o f votes a t S tu d en ts’ A ssociation  
e lectio n s is co n sid erab ly  g rea ter, b u t 
ag ain  the p rin c ip le  th a t a can d id ate  
shou ld  be e lected  because o f his 
a b ility , and  n o t his frien d s, s till 
ap p lies.

e le m e n t’ w ould  certa in ly  answer tin 
k in d  of criticism  recen tly  levelled 
the E x ecu tiv e , and  w ould  bring about 
the e le ctio n  o f can d id ates according# 
th e ir  ow n m erits and  n o t to those ol 
oth ers.

A  final p o in t to w hich  students mat 
w ell give serious consid eration  is tin 0 r°M 
E x ecu tiv e  m o tio n : “T h a t  it be an in­
s tru ctio n  to the E d ito rs o f  Craccum at 
any tim e a p p o in ted , th a t no comment 
on  the can d id ates fo r  Executive office 
o th e r  th an  the o ffic ia l write-ups lit 
p u b lish ed .” T h is  was th e  result of an 
am en d m en t to  M r R o a c h ’s motion 
w hich had  the ad d itio n a l clause 
“unless those affected  be shown the 
copy and  be given an  opportunity to 
rep ly  in  the sam e issue.” It  is ven 
u n fo rtu n a te  th a t th is clause was de­
leted  an d  M r R o a ch  is to be com­
m end ed  for; op p osin g  the amendmen:

T h e  o rig in a l m o tio n , before the 
d e le tio n , was p ro b ab ly  the best step 
to take if the  E x ecu tiv e  thought that 
the rig h t o f  rep ly  was one of the 
m ore im p o rta n t facto rs involved 
the issue. C raccu m  w ould  have no 
o b je c tio n  to  such a stipulation, but to 
d ecree o u trig h t th a t n o  comment 
sh a ll b e  m a d e  at a ll ,  is dangerous in 
the ex trem e. S tu d en ts may not think 
m u ch  o f  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  the freedom 
o f the press w hen it is enunciated in 
a p la titu d in o u s m an n er, but it is 
v ita l issue w hen i t  has reference to 
d em o cratic  e lectio n s : indeed, it is the 
on ly  fo rm id a b le  safeguard  ensuring 
th a t e lectio n s w ill  be democratically 
cond u cted .
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Dangerous censorship

T h e  E x ecu tiv e  accep ted  the prin­
cip le  th a t the stu d en ts’ paper has the

acancy. 
according 

Outies: ]
production 
rv works, 
necessary. 

Qualificatic 
ten Englisl 
ground. E 
production 
age.

rig h t to co m m ent on student affair* Applicatioi
b u t d og m atica lly  re jec ted  the argu­
m en t th a t, because e lections form one] 
o f the m ost v ita l aspects of student 
affairs, they shou ld  n ot  be label! 
tab o o  and  thu s be separated fn 
o th e r  aspects w hich m ay call for ci 
m ent.

C o n tin u in g  in  th e ir  previous vei 
the E xecu tiv e , d ecreed  that NO elec­
tion  co m m en t sh all be  published: ji 
how  m u ch  th o u g h t was given by mi 
bers to th is m otion? Do mei 
rea lise  th a t shou ld  there  at any futi 
tim e, be co rru p t co n d u ct of electii 
a v io la tio n  o f the constitution, or 
pressure-group a t w ork to bring a 
a c e r ta in  resu lt; ’th a t in  any such ci 
cu m stances, by th e ir  decree, Cracoii 
is b o u n d  to  silence?

Su rely  th is is censorship  in its w 
possible form  — gagging if you like 
by w hich  the on ly  stu d ent publican 
is p rev en ted  from  p o in tin g  out 
irreg u la r ities  in  e lectio n  procedi 
T h e  o rig in a l m o tio n  .moved by 
R o a c h  was an  ad equ ate  safegu; 
ag ain st any p ossib ility  of the ui 
scru p u lou s use o f  the students paj 
a t e lectio n  tim e; the eventual fo 
th a t the m otio n  took is a crass v 
la tio n  o f a tra d itio n a l demoi 
p rin c ip le , and  if any future editor 
w orth  his salt, he w ill not hesitate 
ignore this d irectio n  if he considi 
th a t it  is in  the interest of tl 
stu d ents th a t certa in  informal! 
be p u blished .
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In a subject such as Education, which has deep roots in the classical 
oast as well as close contact with the expanding social sciences, there are 
many possibilities for research and investigation. In  many ways the 

knowledge ): education given in our schools is a practical expression of a social

EDUCA TION R ESEA R CH
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Psychological
L es  B o r ic h :  V erbal and non-verbal 

intellectual levels of delinquents and non­
delinquents. T h is study is a further con­
tribution to our knowledge o f the delin-

philosophy; a philosophy which embodies not only certain traditional and qUent and what makes him 

permanent values but others that are more transient, more immediate and 
ansequently in need of constant appraisal. This constant appraisal and 

critical enquiry is reflected in the studies done by senior students and
toff.

R eg  D ezvhurst: T he characteristics of 
gifted  children. Term an has laid low the 
stereotyped opinion that gifted  children
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Some of the studies are philosophical 
in nature, others are historical, com- 
parative, psychological and sociological, 
while many dip in two or m ore of these 
;reas. However, in all cases the aim is 
a roll back the frontiers of ignorance,
: contribute something to our under- 
tanding of children, to the world into 
which they are born and educated, and in 
which they must earn their livings as 
esponsible adults.
Most times the investigations are ear­

ned out by an individual student work-

T o  show readers o f Craccum  the 
scope and extent of research being car­
ried out in the Education Department, 
the thesis topics of this year’s senior 
students have been summarized, for con­
venience, under a number of m ajor 
headings.

Historical — Comparative
H ugh D ickinson : T h e  contribution of 

school committees to education. T his 
topic is o f particular importance because 
of the recent trend which sees educa- 

under the general guidance o f  the tional policy being determ ined. by local 
Head of the D epartm ent; but occasion- communities and groups sm aller than the 
illy  where a field is extensive a research state. In a decentralized system of edu- 
jroject is planned to synchronize the cation the school committee has an im- 
n n d in g s  of a number of students work- portant role to play.
5 to a common plan. Because of the A lastair W a lk e r :  T he history of edu- 
mplexity of many problems in educa- cation in the T e  A roha district. Through 

non this team approach is being used an appreciation of the past the present
more widely than has been possible in 
he past.

Vacancy 1435 : P U B L IS H IN G  A S S IS ­

TANT, N E W  Z E A L A N D  F O R E S T  

SERVICE, W E L L IN G T O N .  A p p lica­
tions are in v ited  fo r  th e  above 
acancy. S a la ry  up to  £ 8 2 0  a y ear, 

according to q u a lifica tio n s.

Duties: E d itin g  and a rra n g in g  th e
production of g e n e ra l te c h n ic a l fo re s t­
ry works. Som e tra v e llin g  w ill be 
necessary.

Qualifications: A good g rasp  o f w rit­
ten English and som e sc ie n tif ic  b a c k ­
ground. E x p e r ie n c e  of p u b lication  
production w ork would be an ad van­
tage.

Applications on P .S .C . F o rm  17A 
ifrom P ost O ffices) w ith  C O P IE S  
ONLY of te s tim o n ia ls  c lo se  on th e  
Sth August w ith  th e  S e c re ta ry , P u b lic  
Service C om m ission , W ellin g to n .

Craccum is published by the Auckland
University College Students' Association, 
Prirces Street, Auckland, and printed by Acme 
Prii '*7orks Ltd., 126 Vincent St., Auckland.
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developments in education can be seen 
more clearly. A lastair W alk er is 
sketching in a hitherto unrecorded seg­
ment of our educational history.

Joh n  W o o d :  T h e Seventh-D ay A d­
ventist school system in New Zealand. 
Coming at a moment when state aid to 
private schools is being debated widely, 
this study may be o f particular value 
and interest.

Sociological
G eorge D urney: T h e education of a 

young farm er. A s the biggest money 
spinner in New Zealand, the farm er of 
today needs a vastly different education 
from  that which he received yesterday. 
George Durney is exploring the changes 
that have taken place and bringing down 
recommendations for the future.

G ordon M cG h ie: T h e effectiveness of 
the N orm al School Community centre. 
Gordon is analysing the contributions to 
Adult Education of one of New Zealand’s 
most effective community centres.

K en  N icholson : T h e  out of school 
activities of a group of urban children. 
T h e press is often loaded with criticism  
of working m others and the wayward 
activities of young people; this study of 
K en’s should show what the young 
people really do rather than what we, the 
adults im agine  they do.

Photographs of Marilyn Monroe and Diana
Stephenson per courtesy "Star"

"Hardly the basis for a career" 

tend to be neurotic and unstable. Reg 
Dewhurst is helping hamme,’ the nails 
into the coffin.

D or H e A lp in e:  Vocational Interests;

their nature and measurement. Some 
adolescents are interested in M arilyn 
M onroe but this is hardly the basis for 
a career. Don M cAlpine’s important 
study shows how job  satisfaction and 
efficiency are improved by a  study of the 
vocational interests c f  young people.

M arean M cG ow an : A  survey of re ­
search literature on the teaching of read­
ing. T h is is one of those stock-taking 
studies that must be done from  tim e to 
time.

L eon e S m ith :  T h e  influence of reading 
achievements in English  on the intelli­
gence test scores of predominantly 
M aori-speaking children. T h is challeng­
ing topic opens up problems of direct 
interest to education and anthropology. 
A re the methods of teaching English  in 
M aori schools the most effective that can 
be used in a time of changing cultural 
ties?

Philosophical — Comparative
M alcolm  L o v eg rov e :  T h e relation 

between educational thought and teacher 
training in New Zealand. In this study 
it is hoped to identify the educational 
values which are  implicit or explicit in 
New Zealand schools, and show how 
they are  preserved and nurtured bv the 
system of teacher training.

T his then is a brief record of the topics 
being investigated by graduate students 
in the Education D epartm ent. Som e of 
the work is descriptive, some speculative, 
some experim ental; all these modes of re­
search are necessary in a subject that 
has so much to do with humans and the 
way they think, act and feel.

N o te :  Mem bers of staff are also en­
gaged in research. —  I.Q .

EXEC. N O T ES BY  "G A L A T E A "

P a r lia m e n ta ry  R u sh
Exec., like Parliament, had its end of term rush, with three meetings 

on consecutive Mondays. Apart from the pre-election furore on July 
16th, members had much to discuss and im portant m atters were raised by 
every portfolio holder.

Ju ly  9th saw Alan Ju lian  appointed 
Capping Book E ditor for 1956-7, other 
applicants being Ian Pool and Jim  
Holdom. From  discussion in committee, 
E x ec , decided the President and the 
T reasu rer should approach M rs Ritchie 
expressing their grave concern over the 
running of the Caf., this moved by Bob 
Roach and seconded by Helen King.

P eter Boag reported that the Bandoeng 
Conference to which P eter Gordon had 
been appointed N .Z .U .S .A . observer had 
already been held. T here were 29 coun­
tries represented but at least three dele­
gations were from  the M oscow  Univers­
ity. A  typical motion passed was their 
setting aside of A pril 18th as Anti- 
Colonial Day.

On Ju ly  16th Craccum  applied for a 
further grant. Bob Roach said despite 
raising about £270 themselves, a further

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE
Copy for the next issue of £100 was needed. B a rry  Purdy suggested 

"C ra ccu m " will close on 
W E D N E S D A Y , 1st A ugust  
at 7 p.m. Please place con­
tributions in "C ra ccu m "  
box on Exec. Room door.

£50, but David Stone said Craccum  ex­
penditure had now stabilised after much 
fluctuation and suggested E x ec , should 
set a precedent; two thirds o f the total, 
with the staff raising one third. Jim  
Holdom’s amendment to this effect was 
defeated, B arry  Purdy’s suggestion being

adopted. But E x ec , supported the N .Z .U . 
Student P ress Council’s application for 
Tournam ent status as the Council was 
now affiliated to N .Z .U .S .A ., and it 
would thus be an anomaly for their 
meetings at Tournam ent to be still un­
official.

T h is Monday B arry  Purdy reported 
finances were in a considerably better, 
although still unsatisfactory, position, 
with 13/4 in credit whereas last year 
there had been a deficit o f £758. M ost 
important was P eter B oag ’s reading of 
the revised constitution, both rules and 
schedules. As ratified by E xec., the rules 
define the A ssociatio n ; its m em bers; 
E x ec ., special, and general meetings ; 
affiliated clubs and their ru le s ; and 
official colours, badges, and blazers. 
Schedules group particular aspects which 
were previously scattered throughout the 
Constitution, they now being Standing 
O rders, E lections, Blues, Procedure of 
G rants, Capping, Tournam ents, Social, 
and H ouse Committees.

A t P eter Gordon’s suggestion the 
N .Z .U .S .A . was asked to make urgent 
representations to the Education D epart­
ment so that F ijia n  students can work 
during the vacation.

C O N T EM P O R A R Y  PRINTS

J O H N  L E E C H  G A L L E R Y
50 SHORTLAND STREET • PHONE 45-081
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BUSINESS MANAGER
ARTHUR YOUNG RALPH COULAM

Nominated by: D. Lang, J. Graham and 
Janet Watkins.

T h e  post of Business M anager is new 
to the A ssociation and it seems advisable 
to outline the duties involved. T h e  port­
folio is successor to that of elected Secret­
ary and must thus have the general out­
look to find m atters requiring E x e c , 
attention and which come under no other 
portfolio. T o  ease the burden of T re a ­
surer a general supervision of the accounts 
and business affairs of the C afeteria  and 
Publications is also needed. T h e  ability 
required is sound commonsense rather 
than technical accountancy.

A rthu r has a record well suited to 
these. Follow ing on a particularly dis­
tinguished school career, law and outside 
activities have mingled well. H e should 
qualify as a solicitor in this his fourth 
year and complete an L L .B . next. H e is 

already serving as a law clerk  in a 
solicitor’s office.

H e has been three term s in succession 
Chairman of the O ’R orke H all Residents’ 
A ssoc, and a pillar of the H ostel foot­
ball team (tw o years captain). In  the 
U niversity he has had a keen interest in 
D ebating Society  and Capping Band as 
a perform er and Secretary  in both cases.

Nominated by: M. Smith, A. Coulam and 
A. Moorhead.

Ralph Coulam first enrolled at A .U .C . 
in 1950 and continued as a part-tim e 
student in the Science Facu lty  until 1954 
when he was appointed to a regular com ­
m ission in the New Zealand A rm y. D u r­
ing this time, he participated in the acti­
vities of the Rugby Football, Basketball, 
Badm inton, Swimming and D ram a Clubs. 
W h ilst in the Army, he held appoint­
ments as Instructor at the A rm y Schools, 
W aiouru, and as Adjutant and later 
Q uarterm aster of the Signals Depot, 
Papakura. H e has now returned to 
A .U .C . to undertake the accountancy and 
urban valuation courses and has renewed 
his associations with the Basketball and 
D ram a Clubs and also has joined the 
M en’s H ockey Club. Outside of ’V arsity , 
he holds a territorial commission in S ig ­
nals, edits his Regiment’s new sletter and 
the magazine of the K ing’s College Old 
Boys’ A ssociation. — M urray Sm ith.

T h is is the all-round ability required 
for the position and the Executive. Hence 
I  am very happy to nominate A rthur.

— Don Lang.

HEAR EXECUTIVE CANDIDATES 
FRIDAY EVENING, 7 P.M .-ROOM  19
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TAKE THEMFR
The annual election for the Students’ Executive is to take place on Ire followir 
Monday and Tuesday next, 30th and 31st July. All students exceptlarritt (nor 
those attending Elam or Ardmore are eligible to vote. One candidate tianwell)— i 
is to be elected for each position, except that two are required forfeoweil (non 
both Societies’ and Sports Clubs’ Representatives. Results will belontroller; ] 
announced at the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday evening I.Tapiata) —

TWO SOCIETIES' RE!
ROBERT ROACH

Nominated by: Clare Lillie, P. Gordon and 
B. Purdy.

H aving finished his B .S c ., B ob  Roach 
is doing Chem istry I I I  fo r  “fun” this 
year and next year will continue dabbling. 
H e is President of the Auckland B ad ­
minton A ssociation and V ice-President 
of the N.Z. V eterinary  Association and 
runs the local zoo in his spare time.

A s Societies Representative on this 
year’s E x ec., Bob has been eager to dis­
cuss any aspect of their affairs with 
societies. In  these discussions and on 
Societies G rants Committee he has applied 
his ability to  exam ine the relationship 
between a particular society’s activities 
and the w elfare of the university as a 
whole.

On executive, Bob has been pleasant 
to w ork with and has represented the 
needs of Clubs against those of Sports 
Clubs when necessary. Coming un­
tainted from  association sub-committees 
he has brought a new viewpoint to much 
E x e c , policy and has been outstanding in 
his participation in E x e c , debates.

— Clare L illie.

of the year, and has progressed rapidly] 
through the ranks to the position 
A ssistant E ditor. T h is is a position which 
calls for organisational as well as create 
ability, and M u rray has handled the task 
more than adequately.

Revue this year also saw Murray ex-j 
tending his serv ice ; he was on Front oil 
House Committee, and carried out his.| 
duties with quiet confidence.

M urray has also, as a part of his 
duties on Craccum  reported Executive I 
meetings for some time, and he already) 
has a considerable knowledge of the 
functions of the E xecu tive generally, and 
of the Societies Representatives in par-1 
ticular.

A s he will next year (he hopes) have 
only two stage one subjects to complete 
his B .A ., M u rray will have the time, in 
addition to the interest, enthusiasm, and 
ability, to carry  out the duties of a Socie­
ties Representative.

W e , his nom inators, feel Murray would 
be an eminently suitable representative! 
of the students. — J .  Holdom.
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IAN POOLE

MURRAY CHAPMAN
Nominated by: J. Holdom, A. Holman and 

L. Nash.
A lthough a third-year student m ajoring 

in Geography and English, M u rray is 
this year demonstrating in tangible form  
his interest in student affairs in general 
and Societies activities in particular. H e 
joined the staff of Craccum  at the start

Nominated by: Janet Watkins, P. Gordon 
and M. Freyne.

Ian Poole is a third-year full-time stu­
dent, m ajoring  in Geography. Next year 
he will continue his studies still as a 
full-tim e student, thus remaining in direct 
touch with the ’V arsity  life, available 
when needed.

Ian  has had considerable experience 
in a variety o f Committees, Clubs and 
Societies. H e was on M en’s House Corn-
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MICHAEL FREYNE GRACE LI
Nominated by: P. Goddard, R. Julian and 

A. Holman.
I  am nominating M ichael Freyne to 

the position o f Social Controller because 
he has worked on Social Committee with 
me during the past year and I  found him 
to be a most reliable w orker and com­
pletely capable. E xp erience in these m at­
ters is most important and M ichael has 
had this in the three A ssociation B alls 
this last year and also in the organisa­
tion of Catholic Society ’s Annual Balls, 
which for the last two years have shown 
a profit!

M ichael enrolled at A .U .C . in 1952, and 
has been involved in many Clubs and 
Societies, notably Catholic Society (C om ­
mittee 1954, President 1955), Classical 
Society (Student-C hairm an 1955), In ­
ternational Relations Club ( Committee 
1956), W orld  U niversity Service (C om ­
m ittee 1954-56), Modern Languages and 
L it. Club. D uring the Capping Celebra­
tions each year M ichael has shown a 
great deal of interest, being in Revue 
O rchestra, and this year V ice-C hairm an 
of Capping Book Distribution Committee, 
which added a large sum to Student 
A ssociation revenues.

H e is sitting his M .A . this year, and 
next year will be attending Train in g  Col­
lege. H e will thus have ample time to 
attend to Stud. Ass. A ffairs, and I  feel 
sure he will perform  them most capably.

— P . R . Goddard.

Nominated by: Elizabeth Porritt, Lesley 
Quinn and G. Fielding.

T h e portfolio of Social Controller re­
quires a person with an ability to organise! 
and with a practical knowledge of the j 
w ork that this portfolio covers. Grace 
has to her credit the experience gained 
in running two successive O ’Rorke Bails. 
and other social functions connected with 
her portfolio o f  Social Controller on the 
O ’R orke H all Residents’ Assoc. Her 
organisational ability is shown in both 
the success of these functions and in her 
management of the duties of Sec- 
T reasu rer of the 1956 W .H .C .

LYN
| laminated by 

and E

Grace is a fourth year science student 
completing her degree in Zoology this 
year and probably going to Training Col­
lege next year.

A s a keen sportswoman, Grace has 
participated in three Tournaments with 
the Outdoor Basketball Club, of which 
she has been Club Captain, and gained 
a N .Z .U . B lue in this sport. She is i* 
the Indoor Basketball team for the com­
ing Tournam ent.

Grace has thus, through her many con- * 
tacts with U niversity  people and her 
proven ability in organising social func­
tions, the qualifications both for this 
specific portfolio and for the wider re­
sponsibilities of an E xec, member.

— Elizabeth Porritt.
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MFROM HERE
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'tie following candidates have been elected unopposed: Elizabeth 
taritt (nominated by Janet Watkins, M. Francis and Eleanor 
;anwell)— Chairman of Women’s House Committee; Dennis 
lowell (nominated by D. Lang, B. Purdy and P. G ordon)— Capping 

bejontroller; Peter Gordon (nominated by D. Lang, Clare Lillie and 
Tapiata)— Student Liaison Officer.

ES' REPRESENTATIVES
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i  he already 
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Ktee, 1955; Social Committee, 1955-56 
publicity o fficer) and Capping Commit- 
K, 1956 (Capping Book D istribution 
Manager). H e has shown active interest 
: Geography Society, I .R .C . and D ram a 
]ub, and has taken part in Revue, 1954- 
j. on stage and in stage crew. Last 
tar he was A ssistant E lection Controller. 
This experience in many aspects of 
Indent life has given Ian a wealth of 
jowledge and contacts which are so 
ecessary to an E x e c , member. I  recom - 
iend him as suited to both the portfolio 
mcerned, and to the wider sphere of 
jec. activities. — Jan et M . W atkins.

his lucid power of speech both on and off 
the platform . H is knowledge of T ra in ­
ing College affairs and his association with 
the Section I I  scheme since its inception 
would ensure that the interests of this 
body were well represented on E xec.

W e are pleased that Joh n  has accepted 
our nomination because here w$ have an 
Old O ’Rorkian, Revue artist, Rugby 
player and Ju n ior H arrier Champion re­
turning to ’V arsity  in his more mature 
years. — Don M cRae.

PETER WEDDE
Nominated by: Clare Lillie, P. Reid and 

Lesley Quinn.
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JOHN HARRE
nominated by: D. McRae,. C. Baxter and 

T. Courtney.
A striking personality and a good 

ader, John H arrê  with his wide in- 
Bests and experiences is well suited to 
|e task of Societies Representative.
1950: University full time. Passed three 

aits including P u re M aths I I .  1951-54: 
Working tour of A ustralia and Europe 
Eliminating in a drive through A frica  
irom Algiers to Capetown. 1954: P re ­
sent House M aster at D ilw orth School. 
1955: Present T rain ing College. U niver- 
stjf part time. 1956: President o f the 
Training College Students’ Association. 
Controller of Train ing College Summer 
Tournament and Chairman of combined 
Exec, meetings. 1955-56: Leading parts 
i Drama Society productions. 1956: 
Drama Society Secretary . 1957: Full 
tine ’Varsity.
He has impressed at T rain ing College 

with his virile leadership, ability to in­
tegrate student groups and opinions and

P eter is a third year divinity student, 
finishing his B .A . this year and next year 
doing English Honours.

I  am nominating P eter as Societies 
Representative because of his enthusiasm 
for students to follow their particular in­
terests in Clubs and Societies. H e has 
served on the Executive of S .C .M . and 
the Committee o f M usic Club and has 
the contacts and knowledge of the w ork­
ings of large student societies needed in 
this portfolio.

P eter ran Bookstall this year— which 
is saying som ething! Running for four 
weeks and with a turnover of over £ 1,000, 
it revealed his care fo r  detail and ability 
to accept continuous responsibility.

P eter possesses the unflustered tempera­
ment and forceful tongue so helpful 
around the committee table, but above all 
has the analytical mind, the power to 
make quick decisions and the integrity 
to follow them up which would make 
him an outstanding E x ec , member.

— Clare L illie.
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LYNDSAY NASH DONALD WATSON
dominated by: H. Fairburn, Lesley Quinn Nominated by: I. Poole, D. Oldham and 

and D. Lang. T. Courtney.
The present Chairm an of M en’s House Don is the man best suited for the 

Committee, M r N ash has been asked to responsible position to  which I have 
otter himself for re-election. H is nomin- nominated him. M en’s House Committee 
a*ors feel that M .H .C . has been a very membership since 1954 has given Don a 
apable and extrem ely fine body this deep insight into the efficient function- 
year, with fresh ideas and a progressive ing of this important sub-committee, 
policy; and this of course reflects largely H e has also been associated with a 
on the Chairman. I t  is felt that this broad field of student activities including 
policy and the contact M .H .C . has made Capping (P ro cesh  Committee, ’5 3 ; Cap- 
nth all sorts o f student bodies has been ping Committee, ’54, ’55, ’5 6 ; Revue, ’53, 
very good and that it would be to the ’54, J55, culminating with his direction 
benefit of students in general for the o f this year’s successful “Skitsophrenia” ) ,  
present Chairman to  be re-elected. Congress, Tournam ent Committee, Sk i
Lyndsay is a fourth year student as Club, Hockey Club, Field Club and 

yet unscathed by his activities at T ra in - D ram a Soc. A ll this experience, com- 
mg College (G rad  Se ctio n ). Returning bined with the extra-m ural position of 
next year part-tim e, he will continue his M anaging-D irector of his own firm, 
interest in House Committee and E x ec , makes him well capable of giving valuable 
where incidentally he has shown con- advice on all executive business as well 
fiderable “staying” power, along with his as fitting him out as an expert portfolio  
ability and good sense. holder.

As should be the case for a candidate Don is at present completing his B .S c . 
tor Exec, his interests are extrem ely and can make him self available at all 
wide—youth w ork (Y ou ng Anglican tim es. I  am privileged to nominate such 
Movement) Music, L it. Soc., D ram a a competent candidate. — D. I. Pool.
Soc. (Tournament play ’5 5 ). F o r m e r ly -------------------------------------------------------------------
a keen man in athletics, rugby and tain N.Z.— A ustralian relationships. As 
iramping, Lyndsay now represents the a. capable organiser, an enthusiastic 
College in Tennis (T reasu rer ’54) and student and a man of wide experience, 
Soccer (Club Captain ’55, ’5 6 ). H e we feel we can recommend him to you, 
also attended Congress ’56 where he was as a person well worth his place on 
noticeably successful in furthering cer- E x e c . —  A. P . Holman.

T W O  SPORTS CLUBS' 
REPRESENTATIVES

JAMES HOLDOM
Nominated by: B. Purdy, Elizabeth Porritt 

and Clare Lillie.
I  have pleasure in nominating Jim  

Holdom for the office of Sports Repre­
sentative. B y  the energetic and successful 
way in which he handled his job  as 
Sports Secretary  on this year’s Executive 
he has shown that he is admirably fitted 
to  fill this office.

In  the field of sport he has taken part 
in Cricket, Hockey, Rugby, Tennis, Table 
Tennis and A thletics, particularly Cross 
Country running. H e is on the Committee 
of the Badm inton Club at A .U .C . and 
Captain of the “C” Grade.

Jim  has done excellent service as Sport 
Secretary  and was largely responsible for 
the form ation of the Sports Council. He 
was Ju n ior Delegate at E aster Tourna­
ment and has done valuable work in pre­
paration for this year’s W inter Tourna­
ment.

J im  has also served on Craccum  staff 
for three years so that his interests are 
wide. H is w ork as Sports E ditor has 
been excellent.

H e has been on Execu tive for a year 
and during his time o f office has made 
valuable contributions to  the discussion 
and has proved a good committee man.

—  B a rry  Purdy.

MARGARET WEATHERLY
Nominated by: J. Holdom, Frances Cotton 

and B. Purdy.
W e are nominating M argaret for the 

position of Sports O fficer, because we are 
confident that she has the interest and 
ability necessary to handle this portfolio.

M argaret is a second year student B .A., 
taking E nglish  I I ,  F rench  I I  and History 
I . She is full-tim e this year and again 
next year.

M argaret has a wide range of interests 
and she is an active member of several 
university clubs. T hese include the Ten­
nis Club, the newly formed W om en’s 
B ranch  of the Row ing Club, the Geo­
graphical Society, L iterary  Society E .U . 
and S.C .M . A s well as taking an ener­
getic part in the activities of these Clubs, 
she is Sec.-T reasu rer of the W om en’s In­
door Basketball Club.

M argaret has already represented 
A .U .C . at two tournaments (w inter, 1955; 
E aster, 1956) and will again be playing 
Indoor Basketball at W inter Tournament 
this year.

W ith  the interest she displays in uni­

versity affairs generally and w ith her 
field of sport, we feel that M argaret has 
particular interests and experience in the 
background necessary for a candidate 
for E xec.

She has ability and initiative and would 
prove a valuable member of the E x ec , 
as well as a capable Sports O fficer.

W inter Tournam ent will be held in 
Auckland next year and as M argaret will 
be full-tim e next year, she w ill be able 
to give up the great deal of tim e necessary 
in organising a  home tournament.

F o r  all these reasons then we recom ­
mend M argaret to you as an extrem ely 
suitable candidate for E x ec .

— Jim  Holdom.

ANN LUND
Nominated by: M. Francis, Lesley Quinn 

and G. Fielding.
Ann, a full-tim e student, is now in her 

fourth year of an A rts degree m ajoring 
this year in L atin  and she will be attend­
ing Train in g  College n ext year. T h is 
will give her ample tim e to  devote to 
sports and E xecu tive duties.

She has shown herself to  have the 
general interests necessary to  participate 
in these duties by taking part in cultural 
and sporting activities in the U niversity. 
H er studies have led her to  take an active 
part in the C lassical Society and her in­
clination has led her into sporting life, 
both in the administrating and playing 
spheres.

Ann has represented A .U .C . in swim­
ming fo r  the past three years and has 
been runner-up in the N .Z .U . W om en’s 
Medley and B reaststroke Championships. 
During the winter she has played hockey 
for four seasons and was a reserve for 
the N .Z .U . team  last year against the 
A ustralian girls.

In  administration, she has been Lady 
Club Captain of the Swim ming Club for 
the past two seasons, and a delegate to 
the N .Z .U . Swim ming Council. In  1955 
she was swimming controller fo r a mem­
orable E aster Tournam ent. In  addition 
she has gained valuable knowledge of all 
sports through her position as a sports 
reporter for Craccum  in 1955.

From  my association with Ann and 
from  my knowledge of her capabilities in 
organising I  know her to be extrem ely 
efficient in anything she undertakes and 
has a keen grasp of the detailed work 
that inevitably occurs. I t  is for these 
reasons that we would urge all students 
to vote for Ann. —  M urray Francis.

W h o  p a y s  t h e  b ills  
w h e n  h e ’s 
n o t  t h e r e  ?

As he says goodbye he suddenly 
remembers the bill for his insur­
ance premium still lying in the 
drawer unpaid! Embarrassments 
such as these can easily be 
avoided. The making of regular 
payments is a small part of the 
service the B.N.Z. offers when 
you take out a cheque account.

B . N . Z .

B A N K  O F  N E W  Z E A L A N D
The D om inion’s Largest hanking H ouse, with over 3 5 0  Branches 
and A .gencies throughout N ew  Zealand.
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DIANA STEPH EN SO N

Pianist to Study Abroad
If music followers have heard the Schubert A minor piano Sonata, 

within the last month, the chances are that they heard it played by the 
young Auckland pianist Diana Stephenson. On 8th June she offered it 
as part of the Music Departm ent’s concert and again this month as the 
feature of a studio recital broadcast from 1YC. The main effect in its 
preparation was however directed toward its presentation as the first of a 
series of winter concerts organised by the College Music Department.

T h is recital, together with that which 
she gave in association with the Dorian 
singers on 12th Ju ly , was her last public 
appearance before she leaves for England 
to further her musical studies. T h is trip 
follows the award of a full Government 
B u rsary  which will enable her to take up 
two years’ study abroad, at the Royal 
College of M usic in London. D uring 
this time, o f  course, she will have ample 
opportunity to move about the Continent 
and visit some of the older musical 
centres such as Vienna, of whose M usic 
College Paul Badura-Skoda is a product.

T h is big upward step in her career 
m arks the culmination of a notable record

in local music-making. A t the age of ten, 
four years after taking her first lessons 
at the piano, M iss Stephenson gave her 
first public recital. T hen in 1953 she 
entered on the new venture, of broad­
cast recitals, which received Dominion­
wide hearing. In that year she enrolled 
at this U niversity in a Mus. B . course 
which she would have completed this 
year. In  1954 she took double honou rs: 
winning the Auckland S ta r Concerto 
Competition with a performance of 
Beethoven’s P iano Concerto No 3 and 
follow ing it at the ju n io r Symphony 
O rchestra’s concert in O ctober, with a 
performance of the P iano Concerto No. 
1 .

In  addition to her private studies and 
numerous performances, she has taken 
up part-tim e teaching and is also to be 
seen regularly at concerts by visiting 
artists.

N o one who attended her recital in 
the College H all on June 24th can have 
doubts about her future success. A l­
ready, at the age of twenty, she reveals 
a surprising strength and confidence, 
not at all common in woman pianists, 
and certainly not common in pianists of 
such relative immaturity. I t  was a 
pleasure to hear such qualities applied

to classical works with the charm  of 
H aydn’s E  flat Sonata  which she played 
with some devotion, in term s which 
clearly and forcefully rendered its 
texture.

T h e  remainder of the program me in­
cluded w orks by Rameau, Schubert, 
Rachm anifioff, Chopin, and of course 
Debussy. T h e  inclusion of the Debussy 
bracket is almost certainly a reflection 
of her confessed partiality for that com­
poser’s music, and a reflection o f the fact 
that she plays it so well. “L ’Is le  Joy eu se” 
is a piece of virtuoso writing, comparable 
with R avel’s “Jeu.x d'Eau”, yet M iss 
Stephenson played it confidently and 
fluently, with nice attention to  its a ll- 
important tonal values, and the gentle 
rocking rhythm which is so characteristic 
o f the piece.

T he Schubert Sonata in A m inor, as

a technical hurdle for the pianist, ranks 
with the Debussy number, although its 
problems arise from  different sources. 
T h e  music of the first two movements, 
particularly, is marked by unexpected 
emotional outbursts, w here the colouring 
is orchestral rather than pianistic. In 
these moments the piano is w orking 
beyond its capacities, and consequently 
m aking great demands upon the per­
form er. I t  is therefore no unexpected or 
great criticism  of M iss Stephenson,’ to 
say that she was troubled and uncertain 
through the difficult passages, where 
her strength appeared to get out of 
control.

However, she more than redeemed her­
self in the Chopin “Studies” which she 
tossed off for what they are. H ere, tech­
nical ability and emotional insight were 
happily combined in a display of com­
plete musicianship, bringing to a close 
a most enjoyable programme.

Thus D iana Stephenson will leave 
Auckland, having created a most favour­
able impression in the minds of all who 
have heard her. She already shows ex­
ceptional promise and many will watch 
w ith interest the fruition of her early 
years of training, that final rounding off 
of style and the m aturity that comes 
with experience and self-criticism . W e 
can only wish her luck, for she seems to 
already possess those other attributes 
which make an accomplished artist.

—  M .Q .N .

Great Flood Hits Varsity
by Murray Chapman

Last year's plea for a “more adventurous spirit” in student drama 
was answered by the Drama Society in N oah , their m ajor production for 
1956. The delightful comment on modern life placed side by side with the 
kindly spiritual view of humanity is characteristic of contemporary French 
theatre— N oah  in particular, and the students scored by completely 
capturing its mood and atmosphere.

Good production by Joh n  Reid over­
came the severe inadequacy of space and 
lighting facilities on a stage which P ro ­
fessor M usgrove once called “a hiatus 
between two pianos.’’ T he relation in 
N oah  between “belief, make believe, and 
‘the willing suspension of disbelief’ ” 
rests upon a simplicity recalling that of 
the Greek drama. The cast’s versatility 
in effectively portraying the sudden shift 
from  stark  rebellion to sardonic comedy, 
and from  the terse comment on our mod­
ern way of life to the intensely serious 
spiritual m essage was the keynote to 
their success. W e were never allowed 
to ask whether Mamma's pathos, H am ’s 
impatience, Noah’s courage or Ada’s 
uncertainty was genuine, fo r  the special 
feelings of each and the overall contrast­
ing emotions of all were vividly por­
trayed.

Probably N oah  was successful merely 
because it is so very different from  the 
general run of amateur productions, for 
the humility of Noah, called upon to 
execute .his great duty, was compelling. 
T h e rising tension of A ct Fou r for in­
stance when Ham’s disbelief causes him 
to persuade the family against an alleg­
edly sick father, is superbly broken by 
Noah’s dramatic denial and forcible 
striking of his son to the ground. But 
this is not all, as comedy, farce, fantasy 
and ironical comment form  an integral 
part of the play’s structure. W hen Noah 
reflects on the nature of their dilemma 
it could be hardly thought that he will 
say, “But this English is a  funny lang­
u ag e!” H e does, and Andre O bey’s tech­
nique gives his theme a vital freshness.

M o d ern  Languages 
C lu b  P la y s  

P e r io d  P ie c e

pleasing performances. In epitomising the 
mixed emotions of the family, their 
piquant comments raised a bubble of 
laughter ju st as easily as their pathetic 
situation left the audience in a state of 
mental exhaustion. O f the newcomers, 
R . M . S . H am ilton shone, achieving a 
delicate balance between the blustering 
which wins him the support o f a hesitant 
family against Noah, and the uncertainty 
associated with passions arising from  
firm convictions. Jan ice  Copeland 
(S te l la )  and Gabriel Prendergrast 
(S h e in ) were their usual assured selves, 
revelling in the contrasting feelings 
which they were called upon to  portray. 
A fte r  a little uncertainty and stiffness at 
the start Ju d ith  P iper as Ada, K aren  B ell 
as Naomi and P eter Salm on as Japheth 
warmed to  their parts, and their per­
form ances augur w ell for future produc­
tions of the society.

A ll in all then the D ram a Society ’s 
N oah  was extrem ely hard to fault, and 
it is to ’ be hoped that this play gains the 
student support which it deserves. I f  
this is the calibre of contemporary 
theatre which student actors are  able to 
present then let us have more of it, 
D ram a Society.

P O R T
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F o r three nights some at least of the 
hard seats of the College H all were filled 
by earnest French  students, among thej 
about 200 secondary school pupils, a t per­
form ances of Edouard Pailleron’s three- 
act comedy L e  M onde oil I’on s’Enm.
T he play, taken from  the same periods fortunes, 
last year’s P errichon , satirizes the Pars n gest t e a r  
ian salons  of the day. F o r  those conver­
sant with French politics, history, litera­
ture and language, the play is doubtles 
far from  ennuyant. F o r  most of tie 
audience, things occasionally got rather 
obscure. How ever, the day w a s  saved 
by some magnificent over-acting. Owes 
M iller as B ellac  and Paul Kemp a s  Ray 
mond  (th is part was taken on two 
by N eil M aidm ent) were determined to 
entertain the audience. I suppose they suc­
ceeded. T he women were perhaps better 
restraint and good speaking ch aracterized  
the parts taken by Catherine S t y le s  and 
Judith D rake. Diane C arr was a  lively 
jeune f i l e .

T h e minor parts were well f i l l e d :  it it 
pleasing to note the sm aller parts played 
this year by staff members. Casting gene­
rally  was e x ce llen t: some p l a y e r s  were 
scream ingly funny without having to act.

T h e  small stage was well used: move­
ment, even in the crowded second act,

mthusiasm a n  
he h ig h e s t  
fcrward J a m  
Skinner a n d  
Ishts, b u t  o n  
las p la y e d  l i v  

John S e n n i i  
Firsts f o r  t h e  
rich t h e y  u p  
Islington, • 
■ bore t e a m ,  1- 
ung t h e  b a l l  

lay, bu t a g a i i  
riding g r o u n  

u b m e r g  
[practise. T h e  
previously a  s  
j in -e x is te n t  a  
Finlayson w a s  
?nd S c o t t y  \

was competently handled. Asides migi* 
have been less obtrusive if the players 
knew that the hall’s acoustics are net 
bad.

Make-up varied from  the excellent to 
the gruesom e; the costumes were fine; 
the sets, by Tony W isem an, were striking 
if unsubtle.

A s • sou ffler, George Marshall helped 
comprehension along with his resume; 
before each act. T h e  producer was Miss 
Gisele Riches, to whom much credit must 
go.

T h e  cast also performed in Hamiltcc 
on the Saturday, B astille  Day. —M.R.
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Soccer on the 
Up-grade

[Despite the mauling the 1st X I  received 
tom Mt. A lbert in the Chatham Cup 
ni-final, Soccer at the U niversity has 
finitely been on the up grade this year.

Dowling’s T h ird  G raders have 
opped a few points through technical 
«fortunes, but he has one of the 

irongest teams in the grade and the 
sthusiasm and standard of this side is 

highest fojr some years. Inside 
inward Jam nadas and backs M iller, 
kinner and Senniscul are the leading 
ghts, but on occasions the whole side 

played lively football, 
ohn Senniscul was borrowed by the 

firsts for their Chatham Cup games, in 
hich they upset their grade leaders, M t. 

Wellington, 4— 1, and Senior N orth 
ore team, 1— 0. In  these games A .U .C . 

iwung the ball in some first-rate combined 
;y, but against Mt. A lbert on a sodden, 
tiding ground, their natural ability was 
on submerged in lack of fitness and 

pactise. The cover defence of the halves, 
Ipeviously a strong point, was practically 
fin-existent and even “iron man” George 
(Finlayson was in trouble. R oger Henry 

id Scotty W rig ht did their best, but

the forwards, ploughing gallantly though 
ineffectually through the mud, were over­
shadowed by taller, stronger backs. B rian 
G riffiths had the satisfaction of pushing 
one past form er A .U .C . Blue Jim  Rogers, 
but speedy law student Brian  Elley'-, on 
M t. A lbert’s left wing, was a more th a* 

compensating danger. T he whole situa­
tion seemed pretty grim, but the team 
Blandford P ark  saw was not U niversity 
on its true form— this side has undoubted 
potentiality— and with anything like
decent conditions, A .U .C . could sweep 
all before it at Tournam ent.

AT,st of this year’s teams will be back 
at the buildings next season, so with the 
Club’s membership and enthusiasm 1957 
should see an upsurge of Soccer strength.

— Publius.

Fun and Games 
With Ski Club

A  citizen returning home at midnight 
on the first Saturday of mid-term  break 
would be amazed at people clambering 
into two buses behind the general post 
office, says Sk i Club enthusiast X .Y .Z .

H e explains that (a )  these people 
were students and (b )  they w ere skiers. 
H e goes on to explain what the citizen 
would see if he peered inside the brain 
of a typical student afterw ards.

H e sa y s : “T h e buses taking the water

at R angiriri— the first view o f the sister- 
peaks of Ruapehu, T on gariro  and 
Ngaruahoe, like fragm ents of ivory ris­
ing above the tussock of the Central 
P lateau— going up the mountain on the 
ch airlift, the clank-clank of the wire 
rope against the pulleys as you pass 
under a pylon— the thrill of speed on 
skis— the satisfying scrape of the skis 
on the snow in a  well executed “Christie” 
turn— the ludicrousness of a  “ S itz” turn 
done by somebody else.

“ H e would see interhut w arfare and 
visiting— a hilarious game called blow­
ball— the mist clearing on Thursday 
evening for a few minutes showing a 
magnificent sunset— the whine of the 
blizzard— the wonder of being a spec­
tator of the mighty forces in nature.

—  X .Y .Z .

Badminton at Gisborne
T h e highlight of the first half of the 

season was a trip to Gisborne on July 
6th-8th. T his trip was a great success, 
both as a tournament and as a social 
visit. Credit goes to the Gisborne Club 
for their wonderful hospitality and for 
the efficiency with which the match was 
run. Although the team lost 18— 6 a high 
standard of play was maintained. T he 
games were close ; 12 going to 3 sets. 
T h is match gave prospective members

of the tournam ent team  good opposition 
under rules and conditions sim ilar to  
tournament. T h e outstanding game was 
R. W ong’s first men’s singles. H is 
sound determined and at times brilliant 
effort was rewarded by a 15-13 win in 
the third set.

O ther friendly matches have been play­
ed against Manurewa, P o rt A lbert and 
Birkenhead.

R . W ong is to be congratulated on 
his selection for the Auckland Represen­
tative A  team. M iss M . M orris and D. 
L ight were selected for an Auckland B  
team. T h e  three performed well in their 
respective matches.

T h ere is room in the club for more 
players. T h ey  are invited to jo in  for the 
remainder of the season at a reduced 
subscription. P lay  is at Dominion Rd. 
Methodist H all (2  co u rts) on Saturday 
mornings.
R esu lts:

A  Grade.— v. Papatoetoe, lost 7 -3 ; v. 
T rain ing College, won 7 -3 ; v. Manurewa, 
lost 7 -3 ; v. P o rt Albert, won 11-1 ; v. 
Gisborne, lost 18-6.

C Grade ( i ) .— v. Balm oral, drew 5 -5 ; 
v. N orm al School, won 10-0 ; v. B irken­
head, won 9-1.

C Grade ( i i ) .— v. Onehunga M etho­
dist, lost 7 -3 ; v. Eden, lost 10 -0 ; v. 
O ratia, lost 8 -2 ; v. Remuera, lost 6-4.

—  D .C .L .
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aspect of student affairs— in this case the 
election of M an V ice-President. In  doing 
so they had the w elfare of the A ssocia­
tion at heart. Don Lang and Jim  Holdom 
on the other hand contended they had 
both contravened the right of reply and 
advocated a particular line of action, thus 
influencing student electors. David Stone 
thought otherwise, saying the Editors 
would be flattered if they thought the 
editorials written during the year had 
had one, rather than many effects. T o  a 
further question from  Jim  Holdom con­
cerning the possible results o f the edi­
torial, David Stone said students would 
either be uninterested, in favour or 
against the suggestion; that is, there 
would be many rather than one particular 
effect. Editors of Craccum  would always 
do what they considered best fo r student 
affairs, and since Craccum  was the sole 
University newspaper, and association 
elections and student affairs one and the 
«ame, the present Editors had not been 
guilty of gross abuse of their position.

Dilemma o f portfolio elections

Hgsitant about speaking on a m atter 
so vitally affecting him, B arry  Purdy 
said he was troubled by the editorial 
which said he was available for co-option 
when he was not. David Stone consid­
ered the Exec, was faced with a dilemma 
caused by the new system o f portfolio 
elections. He noted one of the arguments 
against this system was the possibility 
oi losing one out of two good candidates 
standing for one position. Ju st this had 
happened and the editorial was a sugges­
tion to retain both candidates for the 
benefit of student affairs.

Peter Boag and Les Quinn, noting 
this, felt discussion should centre around 
whether B arry  Purdy was available for 
the co-option or not. David Stone said 
the editors considered a person available 
for Man V ice-President was sim ilarly 
available for Treasu rer. Lyndsay Nash 
disagreed, although accepting their inten­
tions, since the editorial had been nar­
row-minded and thus felt they should be 
censured. Dennis Howell moved that the 
Fxecutive do strongly censure the

from page 1)
Editors of Craccum  for the editorial in 
the issue of 11th Ju ly , which in their 
opinion was a gross abuse of their posi­
tion in that it tended to prejudice the 
elections. Although Don Lang protested 
at the strength of the censure, it was 
passed unanimously, with Lyndsay Nash 
who felt the editors had not estimated 
fully the effects of the action, abstaining.

Demand for front page
Denis H ow ell moved that the preced­

ing motion be published on the front 
page of the next issue of Craccum, 
whereupon Don Lang moved an amend­
ment deleting all words a fter “that”, 
substituting, that should any publicity 
be given in the next issue of Craccum  to 
this meeting it be divided into two p a rts ; 
one half under the control o f the Editors 
and the other under control of the 
President. H e considered the right of 
reply to an organisation liable to attack 
part of the Jou rnalistic  Code. Bob Roach 
thought this was an improper move as 
the euitors were alone responsible for 
Craccum. Lyndsay Nash agreed, saying 
if this motion was passed a precedent 
would be set and the U niversity news­
paper become rather stentorian. T he 
amendment was put and lost, the original 
motion put and carried, with Bob Roach 
voting against, Jan et W atkins and Jim  
Holdom abstained.

T o  ensure “this unpalatable situation 
will not arise again” Bob Roach moved 
that it become an instruction to the 
Craccum  Editors at any time appointed, 
that no comment on the E xecu tive can­
didates other than the official write-up 
be published, unless those affected be 
shown the copy and given opportunity to 
reply in the same issue. J im  Holdom 
moved an amendment that the words 
after “published” be deleted, it being 
sufficient for the E ditors to refrain  from 
election comment. Bob Roach objected 
to the am endm ent; it would restrict elec­
tion comment and be an embarrassm ent 
to both future Editors and Executives. 
T he amendment was put and carried, be­
coming part o f the substantive motion 
which was also carried.

Members then turned to considering

Don Lang’s action of using the Associa­
tion’s name in a manner to which he was 
not entitled.

A s nominator of B arry  Purdy, he had 
pointed out in repiy to Craccum s  edi­
torial that it was not permitted fo r a 
person to stand for the position of both 
V ice-President and T reasu rer in the 
same election and therefore unethical for 
a defeated candidate of one office to 
allow him self to be co-opted for the 
o th e r ; that B arry  Purdy had time to 
carry out the duties o f V ice-President 
but not the more strenuous portfolio of 
Treasu rer, fo r  which he was not avail­
able ; and that because of this he was 
nominated for V ice-Presid en t rather than 
Treasu rer, this being not a reflection in 
any way of the competence of the other 
candidate, A lan Coulam.

Noting Alan Coulam’s nominators’ 
protest at “the support of the Executive,

, a body which has no right whatsoever 
to support the cause of one particular 
candidate for E xecutive O ffice”, Bob 
Roach felt all members were to some 
extent culpable as the circular had been 
displayed before distribution fo r com­
ment, and none recognised the technical 
error. H e thought as Craccum ’s editors 
had been censured, so should Don Lang 
and Lyndsay Nash agreed. Thus Bob 
Roach moved the motion, which was 
carried, that M r Lang be censured for 
the action in being responsible for a 
broadsheet headed the Auckland U ni­
versity College Students’ Association 
Incorporated which might be considered 
by those reading it as being the opinion 
of the Students’ Association. Barry 
Purdy and D on Lang abstained.

No postponement
P eter Boag said the E x ec , must now 

ratify  the emergency com m ittee’s actions 
of not postponing the elections, a request 
by Alan Coulam’s nominators. Since the 
Secretary  was unavailable and the T reas­
urer an interested party, he was the sole 

remaining member of the Committee and 
decided to leave the decision to the 
Returning O fficer. Explaining his actions 
K en L oach said it had been based on 
expediency. B a rry  Purdy, the candidate 
most affected by the editorial, expressed

his aversion to election postponements and 
the expensive delay, involving the special 
issue of Craccum  which seemed to him 
unnecessary. A ccordingly a motion from  
the chair that the Em ergency Commit­
tee’s action be ratified, was passed.

O ther charges in the letter from  W . 
A. Laxon , G. E . V ail, and B . M . Atkins, 
were considered. They alleged it was 
“contrary to the democratic principle of 
the A ssociation fo r the present members 
to band together for their own re-election. 
T hat the nominators, o f the President, 
Lady V ice-President and Air B arry  
Purdy are all the same persons and all 
current member o f the Executive is in­
dicative of this contention. W e feel that 
the apathy of students referred to by 
Craccum  is probably the result to no 
small extent o f  the close collaboration of 
the principal officers of the executive.”

Bob Roach considered this criticism  
unfortunate, for it was the. E x e c ’s duty 
to find at least one candidate for each 
portfolio. F o r instance, had they not done 
so this year the Chairman of W om en’s 
House Committee, Student Liaison 
O fficer and Capping C ontroller would 
have been vacant.

Allegations ignored
Alan Coulam objected, for the 

effect of Craccum ’s  editorial and 
Don Lang’s broadsheet was of E x e c , bias 
towards the elections, even if this inter­
pretation was proved wrong by the cen­
suring of Craccum ’s  editors and Don 
Lang. Lyndsay N ash agreed to some 
extent with the nominators and consid­
ered it unfortunate that the nominations 
o f three candidates were the same stu­
dents. T h e  E x e c , 'passed on to the next 
business at Dennis H ow ell’s suggestion 
who felt members should ignore the 
allegations “with dignity.”

Don Lang’s offer o f resignation was 
then discussed and P eter Boag, introduc­
ing the m atter, said it was correct pro­
cedure. Lyndsay N ash moved Don Lang’s 
resignation be declined since the gesture, 
although proper, was unnecessary as he 
still had E x e c ’s confidence. Bob Roach 
said his censure had closed the m atter, 
and that E xec, receive the letter but de­
cline the offer. T h e motion was carried 
unanimously, the President rem arking he 
was pleased with the result because of 
the good w ork the Alan V ice-President 
had done for the Association.
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SECOND LEA D ER

An Insult lo our Women Students!
This week the President gained the approval of a man-dominated 

Executive for his revision of the constitution of the Students’ Association, 
and this will now be presented to the Annual General Meeting for rati­
fication.

Am ong the new clauses introduced by 
the President and approved by the E x e cu ­
tive is one that provides that if the P resi­
dent is absent, he shall be deputised by 
only the M an  V ice-President. T h is is the 
pen-ultimate stage in the attack  on the 
rights and status o f women students 
which has been gaining momentum in 
recent years. T h e  following points are 
relevant.

1. I f  adopted, it will mean that the 
long-established precedent of the alterna­
tive assumption of office will disappear; 
previously, if the President was a man, 
then the W om an V ice-President deputised 
in his absence, and vice-versa.

2. T h is disappearance has been “assist­
ed” by the continuous and deliberate 
policy of certain people including the 
current President and M an V ice -P re s i­
dent, who do not believe in women 
occupying the more important offices of 
the A ssociation. I t  goes back to  three 
years ago when the President and some 
of his colleagues at one meeting waited 
until the women members had left to 
catch last transport home, and then pas­
sed a motion excluding women from  the 
post of Senior Tournam ent D elegate. One 
of the members who had ju st left the 
meeting was then Senior Tournam ent 
Delegate— a woman. I t  was only under 
considerable protest that the motion was 
later rescinded. M ore recently, the P resi- 
d en tiias  been responsible for the sugges­
tion— since adopted— o f lowering the 
minimum number o f women E x e c , mem­
bers from  three (m axim um  four) to  only 
two, and whilst holding the post of M an 
V ice-President, it was skilfully arranged 
that he should always be given precedence 
over the W om an V ice-President, a pre­
cedence to which he was unentitled and 
self-appointed. (N ote, fo r exam ple the 
changes in the order of officers in the 
A .U .C . Calendar over the last five years.)

will be reserved for men and closed to 
women.

4. T h e  present move will make the 
W om an V ice-President a purely social 
and decorative addition to  the E xecu tive 
and is an insult to the women of this 
college. I t  is not insignificant that at the 
meeting when this new clause was 
approved, the current W om an V ice- 
President was absent owing to a m istake 
of a week that had been made in her noti­
fication, and that the W om an V ice- 
President E lect was absent in Tau ranga 
w here she is “on section” from  T rain in g  
College. In  not raising a serious protest, 
the tw o women members who w ere  pre­
sent have spurned the confidence shown 
in them by their electors, and if they had 
no respect for themselves, they m ight at

first O rientation scheme, who took the 
first steps in the recent planning of a ltera­
tions to  the student block, who persuaded 
the present Student L iaison O fficer to 
stand for the E xecu tive and introduced 
him to Colombo Plan students, who intro­
duced the present T reasu rer to Executive 
members and also persuaded him  to 
stand last y e a r ; and the results of all 
these actions by a w om an  are points for 
which the present E xecutive like to give 
themselves sole credit. T h e  same woman, 
prsumably in the absence of any eligible 
man, was recently called upon to  take up 
the post o f the A ssociation’s permanent 
representative on N .Z .U .S .A . in W ellin g­
ton.

And yet the Execu tive is not willing to 
give even the opportunity to women to 
assume the more im portant offices o f the 
Association. Perhaps the President wishes 
to retain hobnobbing with the Principal, 
the M ayor, the V ice-C hancellor and other 
V .I .P ’s, as his own special reserve, and

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Students' 

Association will be held next Tuesday evening, 
31st July. As ratification is to be sought for a 
completely revised constitution, students are 
urged to attend to ensure that their rights are 
not infringed upon.

least have tried to have respect for those 
who will follow  them in office.

3. M ore recently, the current M an 
V ice-President tried to get a motion 
through which would have prevented 
women from  holding the offices of P resi­
dent, Treasu rer, Capping C ontroller and 
Sports Clubs’ Representative. T h e latest 
move is the thin end of the wedge to 
prevent a woman from  ever becoming 
P resid en t; in other words the. men on the 
Executive are trying to  ensure that those 
posts which are regarded as “key offices”

Had they forgotten the splendid e x ­
ample set them by the extrem ely capable 
women members of th College staff, by 
the numerous brilliant woman scholars 
who have passed through the College 
walls, by the woman who not long ago 
was President for two years consecu­
tively, the two women who occupied the 
post of Senior Tournament D elegate for 
three consecutive years, and the woman 
who was Secretary of the old Grants 
Committee and became the first woman 
barrister to be admitted to the bar in 
Auckland ?

5. T he men on the Executive are only 
too willing to  enlist the help of women 
m em bers; it was a woman, who, called 
upon at the last minute, organised the
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at the outside, as that of men, but not of 
women.

6. A t a time when the Executive e x ­
presses the wish to weld the student body 
into a corporate whole, it also shows how 
hypocritical this has been by trying to  
ensure that a section of the students will 
be banned from  holding certain  offices, 
and thus preserving leadership in the 
hands of men.

7. F o r  a man who professes to be par­
ticularly  interested in furthering our 
relations with the students of Sou th-E ast 
A sia, and who is shortly to  represent us 
at conference in Colombo, the President 
seems am azingly ignorant of the fact that 
in many o f these countries, India is an 
outstanding example, there has been rec­
ent increased and open encouragement to 
women to assume offices of authority 
requiring great personality and initiative.

8. No woman would wish to dominate 
important positions in the manner that 
is ch aracteristic of certain members of 
our Executive, and many seem to believe 
that in most cases a man is preferable; 
but there are also men who are  mediocre, 
and surely if there are women who stand 
out by their personality, ability and quali­
fication, they should at least be given the 
opportunity, for assuming important posi­
tions. A ccording to the present proposal, 
it is going to be w ritten into the constitu­
tion that even the opportunity  shall not

be given. And the President and Exe 
tive have been very shrewd in also in 
troducing a clause that in future a two| 
thirds m ajority  shall be required to co 
stitutional am endm ents: at present, 
therefore on next Tuesday evening, only] 
a simple m ajority  is needed. A nic 
position for the men when they are in] 
the m a jo rity !

I f  this new clause is rejected then the] 
W om an V ice-President will retain herj 
justified and true position of being able to] 
deputise for the President. I f  it is 
ed, however, the men on this Exect 
will be remembered as those who 
sored the exclusion of women from 
offices to which they themselves asp 
a measure which is self-seeking 
oppressive. I f  any woman students arei 
present to oppose the clause, they surely] 
do not deserve the right to the higher] 
education they now enjoy.

O f all the places for such a stupid 
retrograde, selfish and unenlightened pro-] 
posal to be made—it is incredible that this j 
is a university!

XXX-

Jniv  i
Cross-Country Champs.

On Saturday, 14th July, the Uni­
versity C ross-C ountry Championships | 
were held over a six-m ile course at the 
Auckland Domain. B e fo re  the race it 
appeared that this year’s champion would j 
be either W arren  T ravers, last year's 
N .Z .U . Champion, or the Auckland mara­
thon champion, R oss Rawnsley. The j 
battle for honours lasted only one lap of 
the four-lap course, a fte r  which Travers 
drew away until he finally achieved vic­
tory by more than two minutes. Don 
Sm ith ran well to fill third place, close 
behind R oss Rawnsley. Trevor Dooms, 
second to T rav ers at last W inter Tourna­
ment:, who is lacking in fitness owing to; 
a leg injury, was content only to qualify 
as last man for the Tournament team 
U ntil the final lap, it appeared that Hugh 
M ontgom ery, would challenge him lor1 
his place. W ithou t a doubt Hugh is the, 
club’s most improved runner of the year.

Graham  Riddiford scored an easy vic­
tory in the Ju n io r Championship and then 
ran on to finish 10th in the senior event. 
Second and third places were filled by 
P . Andrews and G. Mossman, who 
finished only yards apart.

— “Cross-Country".

Libra'Answers to
T he E d itors zvish to apologise to th 
many correspondents w ho have written 
letters on the su bject raised by our 
correspondent, “L ib ra”, in the last issue. 
T hese letters amount to several thousand 
w ords and because w e have not the fin­
ance to publish additional pages, we are 
unable to publish them  in full. At present 
they a re  being carefu lly abridged for 
reasons both o f  space and repetition, and 
w e shall endeavour to publish all we can 
in one o f  the two remaining issues. 
W ould any correspondent concerned who 
ob jects  to abridgem ent please inform the 
E ditors im m ediately and the letter mil be 
returned intact.
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