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O N  Y O K E L S
— A.G.M.

People in Auckland, even those who have most cause to 
deplore it, seem resigned to the fact that our University should 
remain not merely a  night school, but an extremely poor night 
school—a  rotten moribund failing lifeless institution which puts 
"University" on its letterheads and bestows caps on its gradu
ates, and approbation on the fools it nurtures.

It is obvious that one must work within the limitations imposed 
by one’s material, and that a University in the accepted sense can
not be created with students as immature as they are at present. 
But we repeat that there is blame to be apportioned on both sides: 
if the students are unfit for higher education when they enter, that 
is the fault of the schools; if they are in no better condition when 
they leave, that is the fault of the University.

The average boy, or girl, leaves school 
in a state of almost complete intellectual 
(if that be the word) aridity. The 
secondary school, if it has successfully 
completed its mission will have instilled 
into the hearts of its pupils an inverted 
and meanly utilitarian sense of values, 
and a devoutly held belief that the All 
Blacks are the Anointed of God, and that 
drinking beer and mating are the chief- 
est pleasures that the world can offer. 
Above all is a firmly fixed determination 
to avoid using the mind, except in direct 
pursuit of financial profit. While this is 
undoubtedly not an ideal altitude, nor 
is it ineradicable. It is not yet too late 
for a good university to give its uncouth, 
raw material some semblance of civil
isation by the end of the course and to 
save them from becoming, like the rest 
of the country, typical products of our 
educational system. What happens in 
actuality? A few are redeemed, a few 
are helped, and for the rest, the Univer
sity produces a vast and turgid stream 
of learned men, blank minded and plump 
souled, featureless and undistinguished, 
uninteresting and uninspired. A turgid 
stream that meanders with mazy motion 
down the island and spreads across the 
land its miasma of contented, parochial, 
abjectly conforming bourgeoisie. And 
the wonder of it is not that so much 
mediocrity should issue from one insti

tution, but that there is not more. For 
it would be hard to find anywhere more 
antipathetic to the spirit of inquiry which 
should be the hallmark of a University 
spirit of inquiry. It sounds dull, doesn’t 
it ? H. L. Mencken put it better: “The 
liberation of the human mind has never 
been furthered by dunderheads; it has 
been furthered by gay fellows who heav
ed dead cats into churches and then went 
roistering down the highways of the 
world jeering at the impotent God in his 
desecrated temple.” That’s all it means: 
that you have got the guts to ask, why 
the plague should I believe what I’m 
told? For that matter, why the plague 
should I think what other people think? 
It is this that is the greatest gift that 
any man can have: this is the difference 
between being a person and being an ab
jectly aimless automaton — a yokel, in 
fact. For man belongs among the more 
timorous docile, and unimaginative ani
mals, along with the deer, the horse, and 
the sheep. The number of things that 
man will believe in are enough to make 
the judicious weep, and turn to mescalin 

heroin. For centuries men have be
lieved that God had created them ex
pressly to work the skin off their hands 
for tb*-ee-score years and ten, and then 
to give their every spare penny for the 
maintenance of enough people to stand 
over those who were working and see
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the rejection o f federation and the crippling o f U.N.O.

they didn’t stop. These parasites, taking 
inordinate care that their doctrine should 
not apply to them, instilled into the wor
kers the idea that work is Noble, one 
of the most iniquitous doctrines ever 
conceived and which still exists in un
diminished vigour today. Further down 
the list of How to Fool a Sucker comes 
God — take your choice, there have been 
about five thousand to date, all on the 
principle that you get a lousy deal which
ever way you go, but you may get a 
better one if you come to Church.

And our rulers. In private life, anyone 
responsible for George III would have 
put him in the stocks and thrown turnips 
at him, or in a cage where picnickers 
could poke at him with a stick. But tell 
the herd that he is a King, and they will 
go to great trouble to put the affairs of 
the country in his hands.

Any University is completely worthless 
■which does not fight against domination, 
by fools with ideas of a comparable im
becility (and there are as many such 
notions as there are grafters with an 
interest in disseminating them).

The trouble is, as usual, that the herd 
is in its normal state of believing 
(wrongly) that it is eating the best pos
sible grass and is taking its usual bovine 
steps to ensure that nobody who doesn’t 
share its view and tries to do better can 
do so, and that anyone living a better 
life is made to stop promptly.

And this stultocracy is growing up, 
not only through the schools, but shock
ingly, in the University. The yokels here 
are staggeringly dull and have — as they 
have always had — a surprising facility 
for bringing all else down to their own 
level; they exert a powerful- if brutish 
influence. Their main characteristic, 
apart from their mental occlusion, is a 
raucous sense of humour: they cling 
firmly to the delusion that they are the 
soul of wit (they are actually almost as 
humorous as a gangrenous limb) and 
prove this by a diligent avoidance of any

appearance of seriousness. While this 
cheery attitude is very commendable and 
keeps us all fat and happy, it is tiring as 
a way of life. The other (or an other) 
peculiarity is that while many students 
carry their obsession with sex as far as 
to feel it slightly improper to be found 
talking of anything else, they happily re
gard state-house marriage as the best 
life has to offer. Perhaps it is — for 
yokels.

Let us have a look at the temple of 
learning that is fighting to create a sane 
world. Where are the signs of a modicum 
of intelligent interest in something other 
than the physiological needs of life? 
There is no doubt about where such signs 
should be made manifest. There are nom
inally societies to cater for most interests; 
practically all of them are on the rocks. 
This unfortunately is partly the fault of 
the organizers—brave little souls that they 
are. For they are dominated by that 
Golden Rule of the Clubs; don’t expect 
the members to do anything except sit in 
slack-mouthed admiration, without sen
sation, to be fed information. What do 
the organisers of this intellectual hot
house imagine that students do all day 
expect just that? While in theory, one 
would prefer to see these societies to be 
run solely by students, it is obvious that 
in the rare case where some staff mem
ber does give guidance, the club is much 
more successful. But apparently the 
others of the staff have their minds on 
higher things, and do not notice facts 
which seem patent to the lower orders. 
(Yes, I know the poor dears are over
worked and don’t have a minute to them
selves. Like H ell).

Lack of interest from above, apathy 
from below. Perhaps we must have these 
numberless yokels and oafs to keep the 
sports clubs alive and give New Zealand 
its doctors, lawyers, teachers, and lectur
ers. They run everything e lse; but some
times in an occasional pensive moment I 
wonder, guiltily, do they need to run 
the University too?
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W ITH O U T UNIFORM
'J'H E neutral, the man who w on’t

comrriit himself, the impartial ob
server — who is he? In his rejection  
of at-hand values and prevalent pre
judices, in detaching him self from his 
own society and speaking critically, 
there is a developed awareness. In his 
unwillingness to blame he liberates — 
himself and those who listen. Accused 
of avoiding responsibility, in his mis
trust of causes, he is labelled the man 
who does nothing; arrogantly dis
missed, C olin W ilson for one, by those 
who slip on their security easily. T o  
quote a comment on the hero in John  
W ain’s H urry on Down:

‘T heir objection to him was that he 
did not wear a uniform. Charles 
seemed not to realise the sacred duty 
of playing a part. Even as an under
graduate he had not worn corduroys 
or coloured shirts. H e had not even 
smoked a p ipe.’

T he Hedonists, the Existentialists, 
they are called, the Sagans, Osbornes, 
the Colin W ilsons; the artist and 
writer in the majority, whose seeking 
of self-knowledge is abased to an as
sertion of self-satisfaction, no longer 
preaching ‘to thine own self be true’ 
but ‘to thine own desires be respon
sive’. So Ian Donaldson in an assess
m ent of the Writers of the Fifties in 
M elbourne U niversity Magazine ip j y  
puts it. And, ‘like Lucky Jim figures, 
a little bewildered and unsure of 
themselves, trusting to nothing but 
their own likes and dislikes’. Surely a 
natural enough reaction to ideas and 
the dangerous causes promoted by 
them in this century?

Donaldson points out the barrenness 
of this k ind of artist, quoting from  
N ietzsche:

*His mirroring and eternally self
polishing soul no longer knows how to 
affirm, no longer knows how to deny; 
he does not command; neither does he 
destroy . . .’ But this is the tragedy of 
this generation, not the aberration of 
its artist. H is self-conscious form of 
perfectionism born of insecurity and 
hopelessness might be resolved into: 
‘I w ill attempt nothing, because I can 
finish nothing’.

Professor A. J. P. Taylor argues that 
the fragmentation of modern know
ledge into specialised compartments 
has ’•"""iH  in a universal suspicion 
of all-embracing views of any kind. It 
follows that men w ill not comm it 
themselves. Faced with com plexity  
they hold fast to nothing, can not sort 
out values. T hey do not believe pro-

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE
Copy for the next issue of 
"O roccum " w ill close on 
TUESDAY, 29th A pril, 

a t 7 p.m. Please place con
tributions in "C raccum " 
box on Men's Reading Room 
door.

foundly in their own aims; unsure of 
themselves they do not know what to 
believe in or what to aim at.

Letters
JF  the modern student is to claim  

A generation w ithout purpose, that some justification for existence, and 
is the stage the drifter  waits upon; at some title to the traditions of many of 
its most intense in W aiting for G odot.
Back to Donaldson:

‘T he heroes merely drift and

his intellectual forbears, he must be 
interested in what is true, and oppose 
what is untrue. If we do not assume 
that responsibility, the time will comeI i • • i • Him l LjuuiiJiuiiity • itit. iiiitv will luiiiv.destroy; the only thing they assert is . 1 , ' , .. •h , _ 1 P. . }, . , when we no longer have the oppor-themselves; but even this is done with & r r

some hesitancy and indecision’.
T he reaction of the conventional to 

James Dean and W aiting for G odot is

tunity even to look for what is true 
and what is not true, much less to 
support or oppose it.

But in our fight against the triumph
typically foolish. T hey recognise them of controlled thought, against the 
as symptoms but treat them as black values of the lowest6 common denom- 
sheep to be cast out; or finding them inator inst the H idden Persuaders, 
too close to home dishonestly and we must k our we s clean and 
hysterically condemn. T heir antipathy sh T he £ ritten one Gf

the main weapons m  our armoury,to diagnosis was vociferous in the 
Henry Moore exhibition; assertively 
they follow  the majority defin ition  of 
what is real. Mind shut-off by condi-

main weapons m our 
must more than ever combine concise
ness and precision.

. - • . . n \ *u- i • * For this reason especially, and alsotion ing, society (ironically) thinking to , TT . . ^ , 7
protect itself, is actively reactionary to beca“ K University students are sup-
individual criticism. Such is the effect Posed to have some ab,I't>' ot ' xPrej: 
of conditioning that the world in the slon’ a protest must be regrstered 
news, as much a nightmare jungle a?a,nst the verbosity, prolixity and 
with its blazing headlines of nuckar d.ffuseness o f the style, and the all too 
annihilation as a child’s horror comic, tr(etluen‘ woolliness and repetitiveness 
is taken with our m orning cup o f tea of mucb o f. the ^ g n m en t, that has 
with no sense of incongruity; the bor- a P,Peared in the correspondence 
ders of reality and insln ity are never colum f  of ‘h«  P a P « -  T he days when 
questioned. Thus conventional apathy, ™ere length impressed are gone and 
basing its security on deterrent, des- th ew riter  o f a too-wordy letter-to the 

- - - Editor convinces no-one but himself.
T h e Editor is quite w ithin his rights 
in murderously abridging, distorting

troys the individual voice; and the 
W est cries for leaders. D isillusioned,
the neutral is doing no more than , , . ,
joining the age in making itself com- the correspondent s argument either 
fortable -  how well the W elfare accidentally or deliberately or of 
State encourages that! slmP,5'1 rejecting any letter above the

° normal size. It a student cannot present
Neutrality is a by-product of ten- the majn points of his argument in 

sion, of the cold-war balance of power two or three hundred words, he should 
blocs; in between is the neutral, faced no(. at a University. One thesis in a 
with his inability to do anything hfetjme is enough. P.R.K.
about it, hopeless, divested of self- 
determination. T he result is a wari
ness of action of any kind, anything 
that might explode the balance. T he  
corollary, anarchy, is let loose in 
James Dean; self-destructive, pushing  
life to its limits, to annihilate the sen
tient, deprived, dem anding self. T his  
is far more than a search purely for 
self-satisfaction. It is the symptom of 
a generation threatened and w ithout 
security. Jimmy Porter in L ook Back 
in A nger is another:

‘I suppose people of our generation  
aren’t able to die for good causes any 
longer. W e had all that done for us 
in the thirties and forties, when we 
were kids. There aren’t i any good, 
brave causes left. If the big bang does 
come, and we all get killed off, it 
w on’t be in aid of the old-fashioned  
grand design. It’ll just be for the

Around the 
Campus

The Modern Languages Dept, has 
been divided into two departments, 
those of German, and Romance Langu
ages. Dr Asher is now Senior Lecturer, 
and Head of the Department of German, 
while Professor Keys’ full title is now 
“Professor of French and Romance 
Philology.”

Students wondering what is going on 
on the fore-court of the Science block 
will be interested to learn that the Main
tenance Dept, is erecting four new staff 
rooms. The rooms will only be one story 
high, and should be completed in a few 
weeks.

The University Council is a little up
set about the vandalism of the person 
who did the work on the tower recently.

Brave New-nothing-very-much-thank- 0;1 paints were used, and this means
you. About as pointless and inglorious 
as stepping in front of a bus . . . ’

Belief in the perfectability of man 
may no longer hold, but the substi
tute associating maturity w ith uncover
ing individual aberrations is less

that the. plaster will have to be chipped 
away and’ the whole thing replastered. 
This is estimated to côst about £30 or 
£40.

In spite ..of the damage done to the 
tower; the Council have seen fit to make 

A , j  ... a grant to out Student^! Association.bf
m spinng. An unashamed recognition ^  to defray the loss made on -Congress, 
of kinship will get man further than This is surely an-excellent gesture, for 
self-righteous ridicule. D .R .T . which we should be very thankful

Be a 
Party 

Doll ?

C o k e a n d  A sp rin  G a l

Yes, Capping starts in ex
actly one week, with Revue 
dress rehearsal. And our pre
sent state of student response 
compares unfavourably with 
that of Canterbury at Easter 
Tournament time. The success 
of Capping, socially and finan
cially, depends on full partici
pation by students. Here are 
a few notes from those directly 
concerned with organising 
Capping Week activities.

CAPPING BOOK
The book looks good this year, but 

every availab le  m an and wom an will 
be needed to sell the 20,000 copies 
printed. (Canty sells 35,000 every 
year.) Dress up and  TAKE OVER THE 
TOWN !

Clubs an d  societies are  this year 
being granted a  7 i%  commission on 
sales by members registering in their 
nam es— 18/9 per hundred, a  fair sum.

Prizes are  plentiful, including dinner 
at the Trans Tasman for the first 20, 
with a  further choice of prizes for the 
best seller, and  m any minor prizes.

Books m ay be collected from Cap
ping Committee room betw een 5 and 
10 p.m. on Tuesday, or from 7 a.m. 
on. W ednesday, which is selling day. 
Further booths will be situated in Cus
toms Street W est, Victoria Street and 
at the foot of G rey's Avenue.

PROCESH
Register floats NOW !
Before this y ear we had  Collection 

as a  good excuse for holding a  pro
cession— and w e needed it. Now Pro- 
cesh must stand on its own merits, so 
it better be good—the community chest 
scheme has w iped collection.

For this reason w e are  encouraging 
a  theme— import restrictions (or export 
restrictions, or anything in the import- 
export line). There is nothing compul
sory about this, of course.

New too is a  panel of architects 
acting a s  an  advisory body in the hope 
of improving design and  -finish of 
floats.

So be in!

TRIPTOMANIA (Review, to you . . . )
The 1958 Revue is, from all points of 

view, the "most" there has been for 
m any years. Graem e Nixon's smooth 
script, combined w ith Gabriel Prender- 
gast's expert production, an  enthusi
astic and  talented cast, and d vast 
amount of preparation all round, is 
ensuring that this y ear 's  show Will Be 
as good a s  any  that ha.ve -ever been 
presented to the public of Auckland.

"Triptomania" will be presented at 
the Playhouse from Saturday, the 3rd, 
to Saturday, the 10th of May. This 
extended season of seven nights is two 
nights longer than last ye.gr]],. The 
"House Full" sign w as put out on four 
of the five nights that the sh q w ' was 
presented last year, so this extension 
is justified.

S tu d en t C o n ce ssio n  ' -

Student' concession sales .will] be.; for 
. Saturday, the,.3rd, only, an d 'th ese  will 
. be availab le  in the cloisters, on. May 

1st-and 2nd.'’-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RACIAL PREDUJICE

Sir,
We w onder a fte r re a d in g  Mr P eter G ordon 's 

letter in your la st issue , ho w  m an y  s tuden ts  
rushed fo rw ard  to co n g ra tu la te  Mr Broughton 
on the m arvellous- job h e  d id  in exposing  
rac ia l in to le rance  in the  U niversity?  H ow ever, 
w e feel su re  th a t m an y  s tuden ts  w ere  am azed  
to find w ith in  th e ir m idst th e re  lu rk ed  a  b a n d ’ 
of d ed icated  fan a tic s  "w h o se  in su lting  con
duct tow ards  the  non-E uropean studen ts  of 
this un iversity  is in to le rab le ."

We w onder if M essrs G ordon a n d  Brough
ton, filled w ith  th e ir  "so c ia l m a tu rity  q u ite  in 
keeping w ith  a  U n iversity ," know  w h a t the  
w ord in to lerance m eans?  It is defined  by  
C ham bers D ictionary a s : "N ot en d u rin g  dif
ference of opin ion ," "p e rsecu tin g ,"  a n d  a s  
a  noun, "o n e  opposed  to to le ra tion ."  The 
first p a rt of the  definition m ust h it ra th e r  
close to hom e for these  gen tlem en 's  liking; 
while the  w hole tone of both  le tters, rem inds 
one of tw o p rem atu re ly  a g e d  "a n g ry  y oung  
m en" w ho h av e  found in  the  Letters to the  
Editor column a  m arve llous  m ean s of self 
expression.

We "ra c ia l in to le ran ts"  h a v e  d ecided  to 
cite exam ples of our p e rsecu tin g  "offensive 
rem arks, com m ents a n d  ac tions"  to he lp  Mr 
Gordon "p rove" his case .

The first exam ple  w e  choose to cite is 
one of our South E ast A sian  studen ts  w ho  is 
a t p resen t s tu d y in g  ad v an c e d  Zoology. This 
student la st y e a r  w orked  next to one of the  
" rac ia l in to le ran ts"  in  the  lab o ra to ry  a n d  
found, a s  d id  the  " in to le ran t"  a  fee ling  of 
m utual re spec t a n d  friendsh ip  b e tw ee n  them . 
They h a d  m ea ls  to g e th e r a n d  h e  a c tu a lly  
a te  a  m eal next to th e  " a rc h  ra c ia l in to ler
an ts"  before, during , a n d  afte r w hich  he 
suffered no  ra c ia l ind igestion  or persecu tion .

Several M aori studen ts  w hom  no doubt 
Mr G ordon w ill la b e l u n d e r the  e m b a rra ss in g  
title of "non-E uropean s tu d en ts"  a re  p e rso n al 
friends of the  'in to le ran ts ."  O ne sh a res  a  
flat w ith  a  " ra c ia l in to le ran t,"  an o th e r is a  
reg u la r d rink ing  com panion of theirs; w h ile  
y e t ano ther h a s  b een  a  friend  of the irs  since 
they w ere  freshers. The "offensive rem arks, 
comments a n d  ac tions"  w hich  th ese  s tuden ts  
have  h a d  to u ndergo  is no doubt ind ica tive  
of the ram p an t persecu tion  ca rried  on b eh in d  
the w alls  of A. U. P en iten tia ry , a n d  a lso  the 
reason for the  friendsh ips  b e tw een  these  
students.

Two Chinese w om en studen ts  w ill, w e h a v e  
no doubt, ru sh  fo rw ard  w ith  cries of "P re 
judice, Persecution , Save us, O h F a th e r of 
"V isitors," Oh, Uncle G ordon." The friend
ships show n them  b y  th ese  " in to le ran ts"  over 
a  period of four y e a rs  is the  facto r c au sin g  
such an  outburst.

We subm it th a t a n v  action  or com m ent 
that M essrs Gordon a n d  Broughton h a v e  seen  
or h eard  w ere  in jest, a n d  a  c lub  b a se d  on 
"'Little» Rock R ules" h a s  not b een  s ta r te d  in 
o u r U niversity. Furtherm ore, w e  s ta te  th a t 
no offensive com m ent o r rem ark  h a s  been  
m ade  ag a in s t the  foreign  studen ts  to them , 
n o r w ere  a n y  in tended  to b e  m ade; a n d  the 
lack of hum our a n d  tac t show n b y  these  two 
gentlem en in th is m a tte r is in d ica tiv e  of the  
g en era l " sen se  of hum our" show n b y  the 
executive.

We suggest th a t next ‘’m e, th^se  g en tle 
men do not like a  jest, the  socia lly  m ature  
thing to do is to le a v e  the  offendinq p a rty ; 
and not try  to b ra n d  them  w ith  a  la b e l of 
" in to le ran ce ."

We la stly  su g g est th a t both  gen tlem en  
should consult th e ir  Bible, M atthew , Ch. 7, 
v  1-5, an d  think on w h a t they  h a v e  w ritten .

R. L. SINCLAIR. 
R. M. S. HAMILTON.

B. KENNEDY. 
Sir.

I h av e  found it im possib le  to d is re g a rd  the  
unfortunate w ran g le  w hich  h a s  d eveloped  
betw een  m em bers of tw o factions w ith in  the  
University, on the  sub jec t of ra c ia l p re jud ice . 
I feel tha t this d isp u te  is m ost reg re ttab le , 
and  both g roups concerned  m ust h a y e  the  
intelligence to know  be tte r.

Non-European students have resented re
m arks made, possibly in a  jocular fashion, 
by Mr Hamilton and certain other students. 
Their annoyance is most justified, for, even 
if the intent was humorous, the taste has 
been execrable. With their customary dig
nity, The non-European students have dis
regarded the iasulls, until Mr Gordon summed

up  th e ir a ttitu d e  in  a n  ad m ira b ly  re s tra in ed  
rep ly .

The g e n e ra l opinion seem s to b e  th a t the  
m atte r h a s  b een  th ra sh ed  to d e a th  a n d  a n y  
fu rther com m ents w ould  a p p e a r  to be 
red u n d an t.

R. A. RIDDELL.

WORLD GOVERNMENT
Sir,

I ch a llen g e  yo u r co rresponden t, R ichard  A. 
Benton, to quote an y  p a rt of m y artic le  on 
W orld F ed era l G overnm ent in w hich  I a d v o 
ca ted  th a t "w e  of the  W est a re  to b e  m asters  
of the  w orld ."  The W orld G overnm ent I 
propose w ould  h a v e  one h o u se  e lected  
dem ocra tica lly  by  the  p eop les  of the  w orld, 
on popula tion  b asis , a n d  an o th e r in w hich  
the  na tions of the w orld  w ou ld  b e  ind iv id u a lly  
rep resen ted : ne ither could act w ithou t the  
consent of the  other. The W orld G overnm ent 
w ou ld  not b e  dom inated  b y  a n y  one ideology, 
un less  th e re  w as  a n  overw helm ing  p o p u la r 
support for th a t ideology. It could  not, of 
course, act to re lieve  poverty  in u n d e r
d eveloped  countries un less  the  policy  h a d  
b een  dem ocratically  sanc tioned ; b u t the  over
w helm ing  num bers w ho  liv e  in u n d e r
d eveloped  a re a s  w ould  en su re  th a t dem ocratic 
sanction . The W orld G overnm ent m ight fall 
into the  w rong  h an d s; bu t th a t is a  d a n g e r  
th a t m ight e q u ally  w ell b e fa ll a n y  n a tio n a l 
governm ent.

It is perfectly  true  th a t only  th rough  the 
em brac ing  of one w orld-w ide system  of eth ics 
w e can  ob ta in  la stin g  peace . W orld G overn
m ent cannot p rev en t w a rs  fought for the  
s a k e  of ideas; law , h o w ev er s trong ly  enforced, 
h a s  n ev er p rev en ted  c ivil w a rs  over issues 
of p rinc ip le  or c la sh es  of econom ic in terest. 
But, neverthe less, w orld  governm en t can  
e lim ina te  som e kinds of w a rs , an d , therefore, 
is a  step  forw ard . O nce w e h a v e  tak en  this 
s tep , a n  e ssen tia l one in  the  po litica l d evelop 
m ent of cap ita lis t society, w e  c an  s trid e  
fo rw ard  tow ards  the solution of the  rem ain in g  
p roblem s w hich  confront us.

O. J. GAGER.

SPONTANEITY OR SPIRIT?
Sir,

I feel inclined  to q u e ry  Dr. M atthew s' 
s tatem ent, repo rted  in the  first is su e  of 
"C raccum " th a t spon taneous g en era tio n  is the  
only theory  for th e  orig in  of life w hich  science 
a llow s today . Does h e  m ean  th a t the  evi
dence  favours this theory? All th a t h a s  
b een  show n is the  possib ility  of the  form ation 
of the  d e ad  p ro top lasm  of prim itive  cells u n d e r 
th e  conditions th a t ex isted  on the  e a r th  in 
its ear lie st period . A nyth ing  fu rther requ ires  
the  assum ption  of a n  e ssen tia l continuity  
b e tw een  liv ing  a n d  non-living.

H ow ever, I th ink  Dr. M atthew s m ean t th a t 
the  philosophy  on w hich  m odern  science is 
b a se d  excludes from the s ta r t the  possib ility  
of d iv ine  in terven tion  in the  o rder of n a tu re . 
If w e  a re  theists, c erta in ly  if w e  a re  be lievers  
in a  p e rso n a l God, m ight w e  not a s  w ell 
d en y  the  possib ility  of h u m an  in terven tion  in 
n a tu re , e .g ., in the  c reation  of life?

S urely  this a ttitu d e  a rises  from th e  attem pt 
to c a rry  over into bio logy p rinc ip les w hich  
a p p ly  righ tly  to ph y sics  a n d  chem istry . But 
ev en  in physics an d  chem istry , the  assu m p 
tion w hich  m akes th e se  stud ies possib le—  
th a t "m irac les"  w ill not occur—canno t decide  
th e  question  of w h e th e r m irac les do  in fact 
occur. The oricjin of life is a s  u n iq u e  an  
even t a s  a n y  m iracle.

I. H. MAINDONALD.

TOO MANY SIRENS SING
Sir,

A uck land  is c a p a b le  of m uch— except 
m ak ing  up  its m ind. P e rh ap s  a n  ex-student 
could he lp . N.Z. un iv e rs ity  colleges c a te r in 
the  m ain  for g re a t num bers of part-tim e stu 
den ts  liv ing  a t hom e or b o a rd in g  p riva te ly , 
a n d  for a  m uch sm aller n um ber of full-time 
sch o la rsh ip  a n d  b u rs a ry  ho lders , m a in ly  from 
fam ilies of m odest m eans. Late afternoon an d  
even ing  lectu res m ake  it possib le  for tho u san d s 
of y o u n g  N ew  Z ealanders  of a v e ra g e  ab ility  
to p u rsu e  a  d eg ree  course  an d , th rough  in
d u stry  an d  p e rsev e ran ce , to w in  th e ir  w a y  
to g rad u a tio n .

This is part of our traditional and demo
cratic pattern of education; it cannot readily 
nor radically be changed. Not for young 
New Zealand the campus, nor leisure hours 
midst dreaming spires; it is out for its units, 
its degrees and what these will bring in

the  w a y  of a  good job  w ith  good p a y —a n d  
the  sooner the  b e tte r. In  the  la n d  of the  
Philistine , one m ust expec t Philistines.

The P rinces S treet college, so conven ien tly  
s itu a ted , fits perfectly  into this ed u ca tio n a l 
p a tte rn  a n d  can  con tinue  to do so if m ore 
a n d  b ig g e r bu ild in g s  a re  erected  to sh e lte r 
th e  inc reasin g  n u m b er of s tuden ts  a n d  lec
tu re rs  d u ring  the  few  hours of those few  
w eek s  w hen  lec tu res a re  given . A h u g e  eight
sto ried  struc tu re  tow ering  from the g rounds 
of w h a t is know n a s  "G overnm ent H ouse" 
shou ld  satisfy  U niversity  requ irem ents for a ll  
tim e un less, th rough  au tom ation  a n d  a  con
tinued  low ering  of en tran ce  s tan d a rd s , the  
U niversity  one d a y  rep laces  the  post-p rim ary  
school a s  the  la s t com pulsory s tag e  in the 
schooling  of ou r young . The sen tim ental m ay  
sh ed  te a rs  w hen  G overnm ent House m akes  
w a y  for som eth ing  of g re a te r  im m ediate v a lu e  
to a  g re a te r  n u m b er of people, b u t N.Z.'s 
V ice-Regal hom e is perm anen tly  a n d  safe ly  
se t in the  C ap ita l, w ell a w ay  from th e  
th re a te n in g  ten tac le s  of university  expansion . 
T here  seem s g re a te r  n eed  for an  a d e q u a te  
u n iv e rs ity  in our four g rea t centres th an  for 
v ice-rega l re s id en ces  occupied for ev en  less  
tim e th an  un iv e rs ity  lecture  rooms.

T here n eed  b e  no concern  over loss of ra te s  
from p riv a te  p roperties  coveted by  the  A uck
la n d  College. A su itab ly  la rg e  struc tu re  in  
G overnm ent H ouse g rounds w ould  m ake  th e  
acqu isition  of th ese  p riv a te  p roperties  qu ite  
u n n ecessa ry . "H arley  Street" need  not b e  
hurt; doctor a n d  sa in t could su rely  live  s ide  
b y  side  w ithou t g re a t argum ent. M any  of 
the  g rea te s t un iversities  of the  w orld  a re  
m ere ly  sca tte red  bu ild ings close to the  h e a r t 
of a  city bu t they  h a v e  tradition, sp irit, a n d  
a  p ass io n  for p a ss in g  on the  best th a t h a s  
b een  know n a n d  thought in the  w orld . If 
ou r U niversity  C ollege re ta in s  its p resen t s ite  
a n d  sends a  lusty  shoot sk y w ard  from G ov
ernm ent H ouse g rounds, it w ill be  in  g ra n d  
com pany.

To satisfy  those w ho  look a sk a n c e  a t 
"g lorified  n igh t schools," one full-time, re s i
d en tia l U niversity  could  b e  built som ew here  
in N ew  Z ealand . There, the  b rillian t w in n ers  
of generous scho larsh ip s  an d  the  sons a n d  
d a u g h te rs  of the  w ea lth y  could a ll  g a th e r  
a n d  a s  a  socia l a n d  cu ltu ra l "corps d 'e lite ,"  
live  th a t sa tisfy in g  life of e legance  a n d  e a s e  
th a t w e  o thers only, d ream  of. But su re ly , 
those th o u san d s  w ho cannot afford the  m oney 
a n d  tim e for such  a  life mid academ ic  bow ers  
a re  en titled  to the  nex t best th ing— a  part- 
tim e college h a n d y  to w ork a n d  hom e. 
Princes Street is a ll this a n d  m ore. It h a s  
perm itted  a n d  e n co u rag ed  th o u san d s  of 
o rd in a ry  A uck landers to g a in  a  foothold on 
P a rn assu s  a n d  less  academ ic  slopes. M ay 
it long continue to do so, for is it no t w ritten  
—a n d  re p e a ted  a n d  p rac tised  am ong u s :— 
"E q u a l ed u ca tio n a l opportun ity  for a ll"?

H andy, hom ely  Princes Street m ust s tay . 
But, a la s , too m any  sirens sing— a n d  A uck land  
dithers.

W. MITCHELL.

DEBATE?
Sir,

The staff-student d e b a te  is, I am  told, a n  
o u ts tan d in g  even t d u ring  the un iversity  y e a r ; 
b u t the  recen t one w a s  an  ou tstand ing  exh ib i
tion of b a d  ta s te  a n d  irreverance—the  g e n e ra l 
ap p ro ach  be in g  m ore su ited  to a  th ird  form 
in a  g ram m ar school ra th e r  th an  a  d eb a tin g  
society in a  university .

The subject ("T hat the Arts faculty  does 
not live up  to its h igh  idea ls—ahem !") did  
not seem  to concern  e ithe r p roposers  or 
opposers. The th ree  lecturers rep resen ting  
the  staff— a n d  w ho w ere , I think, for the  
motion— acted  in a  fash ion  th a t did not befit 
the  d ign ity  of the ir profession. O ne stooped 
to near-indecency  b y  d iscussing  the  " ca ll of 
n a tu re "  a n d  (I quote) " th e  m iry contents of 
a n  old fash ioned  W.C. w hich  I h a d  n ev er 
seen  in N ew  Z ealand  before ." His French 
com panion c h a rg ed  the  au d ien ce  w ith  h e r  
accen t a n d  spoke, a t length, concerning  the  
prob lem s of the  U niversity  of the Sorbonne; 
h e r  o th e r com m ents inc luded  b la ta n t criticism  
of the  English custom  of d riv ing  on the left. 
Most in teresting; bu t w hat b ea rin g  d id  these  
no doubt e loquen t observations h av e  on th e  
sub jec t b e in g  d iscussed?

The studen t team  w as  little better: the  first 
spokesm an  g av e  the most ap p a llin g  exh ib i
tion of poor ta ste  I h a v e  ev e r seen  in a n y  
un iversity  deb a te . He took the  Bible a n d  
quo ted  from the first book of Kings—using  h is  
quotations for hum orous pu rposes. W hether 
this studen t considers the  Bible of d iv ine 
origin or not, he  could, a t least, h a v e  show n 
a  little good m anners, b reed in g  a n d  re spec t 
b y  m aking  h is quo ta tions (if h e  h a d  to u se  
the  Bible—alth o u g h  the quo ta tions u sed  h a d  
no b ea rin g  on the  sub ject of the debate) in a  
m an n er befitting a n y  sensib le  person  re a d in g  
from the m ost resp ec ted  book in the  w orld .

The o ther s tuden ts  in the  team  d id  little  
to redeem  th e ir p rim ary  spokesm an 's  poor 
d eb a tin g . A ra th e r futiie exposition on the  
interjection  " a h em "  w a s  followed b y  a  fa irly  
re a so n a b le  speech  w hich  w as, w on d er of 
w onders, on the subject.

The chairm an , I am  a fra id  to say , d id  v e ry  
little to k eep  th is  fa rce  of a  d e b a te  in  o rder. 
The leng th  of h is  gow n w a s  fa r m ore im
p re ssiv e  th a n  h is  au thority . W hat h e  w a s  
w ritin g  d u rin g  the  tim e the  d e b a te  w as  in  
p rog ress  is a  m ystery ; p e rh a p s  he  w a s  cor
rec ting  tu to ria ls .

This w a s  the  first d e b a te  I h a v e  a tte n d ed  
a t this un iversity ; a n d  w h ile  com parisons a re  
odious, the  un iv e rs ity  a t w hich  I w a s  a  
s tuden t before  com ing to N ew  Z ea lan d  re 
g a rd e d  its  "U nion" (deb a tin g  society) v e ry  
seriously , a n d  those w ho p a rtic ip a te d —both  
staff a n d  s tuden ts—n ev er re so rted  (even a s  
a  la s t m easu re) to the  b a n a l  m ethods a p p a r 
ently  em ployed b y  the  D ebating  Society of 
this un iversity .

FOREIGN AFFAIRS CORNER
Sir,

In  y o u r la s t issu e  of "C raccu m ,"  I d is
covered  a  ra th e r  re m a rk a b le  le tte r on  p a g e  
2 of y o u r " le tte rs"  colum n. A p p a ren tly  a t 
th is  U niversity  there  exists a  v e ritab le  
S ocrates o r P lato  or e lse  a  c rank . Just w ho 
is A.G.M.? This m aste r m ind d ra w s  som e 
rem a rk a b le  conclusions a n d  it is  a  w o n d er 
th a t the  N ew  Z ea land  G overnm ent h a v e  not 
y e t c a lled  on him  to b e  a  sp ec ia l ad v ise r, 
a  "m a n  in  the  k now ," on fo reign  affa irs.

A.G.M. re g u rg ita te s  w ith  sup rem e confidence 
such  p h ra s e s  a s  " th e  is lan d  (Cyprus) shou ld  
b e  ru led  b y  C ypriots . . . the  p rob lem  is 
not a  com plex o ne ."  Am I u n im ag in a tiv e  
a n d  unin te lligen t, A.G.M., w h en  I su g g est 
hum bly  th a t if the  British d id  le a v e  C yprus, 
th e re  w ou ld  b e  a  civil w a r  b e tw een  the  
G reek  a n d  T urkish  C ypriots? But p e rh a p s  
you, sir, w ith  w isdom  here to fore  u nperceived , 
could a n sw e r th a t question .

The o the r s ta tem en t th a t I h a v e  the  
tem erity  to g lan ce  a t is th is— "B rita in  could 
le a rn  m uch in  the  a r t of c iv ilised  b e h av io u r 
from the U.S.A." H as A.G.M. forgotten the  
re fu sa l of the  U.S.A. to join the  L eague  of 
N ations; the  b e h av io u r of " th e  g a n g s"  d u rin g  
the  Prohib ition  Era; the  fana tic ism  of a  M ac- 
C arthy , a n d  the  reaction  of the  U.S.A. to th e  
R ussian  Sputnik ach iev em en t ("O ur scientists 
m ust b e  b lam ed  for not w in n in g  th e  race ." ) 
A re these  ac ts  of m atu rity?  I lik e  to th ink  
th a t the  British a re  m ore m a tu re  a n d  civ ilised  
—a t  le a s t th ey  c o n g ra tu la ted  th e  R ussians 
on th e ir  ach ievem en t, an d , a lso , a n d  h e re  I 
d a re  to d is ag ree  w ith  A.G.M., th e  p a ra g o n  
of w isdom , I be liev e  th a t th e  British a re  
s triv in g  h o nestly  to ach iev e  a  w o rk ab le  p e ac e

CONSERVATISM
Sir, t

How does D. A. H am er find it re a so n a b le  
to criticise w h a t h e  th inks is J.L.H.'s dogm atic 
a ttitu d e  a n d  th en  to la y  dow n him self th a t 
" . . . C onservatism  shou ld  h a v e  no p lace  in 
a  s tu d en t 's  life"?  W ho sets  the  c rite ria  a s  
to w h a t th e  stu d en t m ay  a n d  m ay  not think? 
Even m ore im portan tly , in  h is sen tence , "W e 
do not w a n t to 'co n serv e ' b u t to a d v an c e ,"  
Mr H am er d isp lay s  the  v e ry  ig n o ran ce  of 
th e  force h e  is critic ising  for w hich  h e  cas ti. 
g a te s  o thers  in  re g a rd  to socialism . There 
is su re ly  no con trad iction  i n ' w an tin g  to con
serv e  a n d  a d v an ce . True conse rva tives  fer
v en tly  w a n t the ir w orld  to b e  a  b e tte r p lace. 
A sm all section of righ t-w ing  opinion th inks 
this w ou ld  b e  ach iev ed  b y  re-in troducing  
fea tu res  w hich  w e re  form erly p a r t of the  
w orld  p ic tu re : th ey  a re  cu rsed  in  th e  h ig h ly  
em otive term  " re a c tio n a ry "  b y  those w ho 
do not sy m p ath ise  w ith  th e ir y earn in g s .

The g re a t m ajority  of co n se rv a tiv es  w an t 
to m ove fo rw ard , a s  do the  s ince re  socia lists. 
They p re fe r to do so, though, w ithou t so m uch 
no ise  a n d  fuss; w ithou t ta lk in g  loud ly  a n d  
in in flated  la n g u a g e  of B rave N ew  W orlds 
c re a ted  overn igh t b y  sw eep in g  revolu tions; 
w ithout sn ee rin g  a t Petty  B ourgeoisie w ho 
doubtless  a re  do ing  a n d  w ill con tinue to do 
m ore to he lp  th e ir socie ty  th a n  th e ir h a te rs ; 
a n d  w ithou t h ow ling  "B igot" or "D eviation- 
is t"  or "M onster" a t a ll non-sym path isers. 
T hese la tte r  tactics  th ey  find not v e ry  sen 
sib le , not v e ry  m atu re , a n d  not re a lly  v e ry  
constructive. They a re  not a s  p rone  a s  th e ir 
opponen ts  to confuse p rog ress, w h ich  is good, 
w ith  ch an g e , w hich  sim ply  m ay  be. They 
a re  not ap a th e tic  o r a sh a m e d  of th e ir poli
tics m ere ly  b e cau se  they  a re  not a lw a y s  
sp ou ting  them . The h e a r t of co n se rv a tiv e  
belief is th a t ex isting  institu tions h a v e  not 
g e n e ra lly  risen  h a p h a z a rd ly  or ju st th rough  
cu ssed n ess, b u t for re a l  pu rposes, a n d  th a t 
one sh o u ld  b e  carefu l to m ak e  ce r ta in  th a t 
th e se  ra iso n s  d 'e tre  n o  longer ex ist o r a re  
now  in a d e q u a te , or th a t th e ir a d v a n ta g e s  a re  
co n sid e rab ly  ou tw eighed  by  those of th e ir  
p roposed  rep lacem en ts , before  th ey  a re  d is
ca rd ed . T hey th ink  g ra d u a l developm ent is 
p re fe ra b le  to a  m ore d ram atic , su d d en  sw itch  
of system s, b e in g  w o rried  lest th e  la tte r  pro
cess le a d  to som eth ing  w hich  is found in 
p rac tice  to b e  u n d esirab le , a n d  h a rd  to get 
rid  of. If of British stock, conse rva tives  v iew  
w ith  p rid e  a n d  ra th e r  sen tim en ta lly  th e  Com
m onw ealth  a s  show ing  ju st the  slow  evolu tion  
to som ething  fine a n d  nob le  th ey  adm ire .

Their num b ers  e n su re  th a t th e ir c reed  " is  
still a  g re a t force ," a s  J.L.H. say s , a n d  w ill 
rem ain  so. E very m ajor E nglish -speak ing  
coun try  sa v e  ou r ow n is a t  p re sen t g o v ern ed  
b y  a  con se rv a tiv e  p a rty ; s ince the  la s t 
"C raccum " issu e  D ie fenbaker's  P rogressive 
C onserva tives  h a v e  w on  in C a n a d a  the  
g re a te s t e lec to ra l v ic tory  in  th a t co u n try 's  
h isto ry , g a in in g  over tw enty-five tim es a s  
m an y  p a rlia m e n ta ry  sea ts  a s  the  socia lis ts . 
C onserva tives  a r e  v irtu a lly  cer ta in ly  the  
m ajo rity  in th is U niversity , a n d  w ou ld  enrich  
s tu d en t life if th ey  fo llow ed J.L.H.'s suggestion  
to form th e ir  ow n society.

M ay I a d d  a  w ord  to the  rem ark s  of M essrs 
B roughton a n d  G ordon on ra c ia l p re jud ice . 
I h a v e  not h e a rd  th e  ty p e  of rem ark  so righ tly  
ta k e n  excep tion  to am ong  s tuden ts, b u t it 
does seem  w orth  m ention ing  th a t not to o  
m an y  m oons ag o  one  p rofessor h e re  em ployed 
a t  le a s t a  dozen tim es in  one lec tu re  the  
term  " n ig g a h ,"  w h ich  for him  seem ed  to cover 
su itab ly  ev e ry o n e  of non-lily-w hite com plexion.

T. J. POWER.

"C raccu m " is p u b lish ed  b y  the  A uck land  Uni
v e rs ity  S tuden ts ' A ssociation, P rinces St., 
A uck land , C .l, a n d  p rin ted  b y  th e  Acme 
Prin ting  Co., 126 V incent St., A uck land , C .l.PAUL CALLAN.
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Decide from  which o f the film s listed below this scene was taken. 
Prizes w ill be awarded in the form  o f Pixie Stars, 4 th , 3rd, 2nd and 1st 
Class, according to  m erit. Please send your entries to  P.O. Box 410 , Novaya 
Zemlya.

The unmistakable outlines of a wine 
bottle concealed in brown paper nestling 
at Mr Gordon’s feet at the last execu
tive meeting gave promise that this could 
be a conference with possibilities. It 
turned out, however, that the bottle con
tained sherry to be used for strictly of
ficial purposes — a toast to Mrs Ritchie. 
The President, on behalf of Exec., pre
sented the retiring manageress of the 
cafeteria with several pieces of Wedg
wood china as a parting gift. He thanked 
her for the work and effort she had put 
into the administration of the cafe and 
proposed a farewell toast to which the 
members of the executive responded 
eagerly. Later in the meeting the new 
manager, Mr White, was welcomed to 
his new post. Mr White said that he 
would constantly try to improve the cafe 
for the benefit of students and stressed 
that he was willing to give catering ad
vice and assistance to any club or society 
using the cafe for social functions.

The meeting was given to the settling 
of the policy to be adopted by the Auck
land delegates at the N.Z.U.S.A. con
ference. Owing to the scanty informa
tion available on most of the items on 
the Conference agenda, decisions were 
generally left to the delegates’ discre
tion.

However, one question on which Auck
land is decided is that of the establish

ment of the Arts Festival. Mr Maid
ment outlined the general opinion oi 
A.U.’s clubs and societies who, owing to 
the lack of time for rehearsal and pre
paration before Easter, favoured the 
holding of the Festival in the first week 
of the August Vacation. Victoria Uni
versity, on the other hand, favours the 
middle of the second term, during their 
study week, as a suitable time. This 
opinion was set out in a report from 
Victoria University read by Mr Freyne. 
The same report also mentioned the pos
sibility of including participants from 
outside the Universities; such as mem
bers of the National Orchestra. Mr 
Chapman commented that the proposed 
Universities’ Festival seemed to 
developing into a Wellington Arts Fes
tival.

The organisation or the production oi 
this year’s "Kiwi” seems very sound 
A. Gurr and M. Richards were unani
mously elected Editors. They outlined 
their plans in a commendably compre
hensive letter of application which set 
out to propose size, scope, and financial 
outlay of the magazine — all of which 
succeeded in putting Exec, in an amiable 
mood for the eventual granting of a 
generous subsidy. The meeting closed at 
what the President asserted was a rela
tively early hour.

(a) Beau Brum m el.

(b) The Prince and the  Showgirl. 

(,c) The Enemy Below.

(d) The Student Prince.
,(e) .My M an Godfrey.

(f)  East o f Eden.

(g) A  Kid For Two Farthings.
(h) An A f fa i r  to  Remember.

(i) Rebel W ith o u t a Cause.

(j) The L itt le  Kidnappers.
(k) G iant.

(l) Lady C ha tte rly 's  Lover.
(m) Desiree.

(n) The M an Who Never Was.

(o^ Trapeze.

(p) Love is a M any-Splendoured Thing.

(q) The N ig h t o f the  H unter.
(r) The Joker is W ild.

(s) Doctor a t Large.

(t) Friendly Persuasion.
(u) Gunga Din.

(v) A ppo in tm en t W ith  Venus.

(w) Goodbye M r. Chips.
(x) W h isky Galore.

(y) The Bolshoi Ballet.

(z) The Greatest Show on Earth.

OFFICIAL VIEWPOINT

Who loves Who ?
Tournament, apart from being an important event in the 

sporting year for the University, is also a great occasion for 
making comparisons between the six Students' Associations 
throughout New Zealand, Here are some of the more interest
ing conclusions drawn by your Delegates as a result of dis
cussions at the recent Easter Tournament in Christchurch.

•(XDg uosqo|-| uiojj. p a6 pa.jp) SLUoq+Dj OOO'OZ w ojj jsoag  a q i  :jomsuv

Firstly A uck land 's  Stud. Ass. has to  
its  c red it:

(1) The A uckland Stud. Ass. fee is 
fa r  lower than  th a t o f any other U n i
versity. The highest is a t C anterbury, 
where a com m ittee o f seven people in
c luding the Rector and Registrar deter
m ine the fee annually— a t present it  has 
a m axim um  o f £4.

(2) The A uck land  C afeteria  w ith  its 
1957 turnover o f £ 1 0 ,0 0 0  is the biggest 
business proposition run by any Students' 
Association and our p ro fit  o f £300  com
pares rather favourab ly  w ith  C anter
bury's £29 (last year a loss o f £850!) 
and Massey's £4.

(3) The cheapest meals in the U n i
versity of N .Z . are sold a t A uckland, but 
th is is somewhat o ffse t by the fa c t th a t 
a t the other institu tions, ind iv idua l items 
such as tea, coffee, cost less.

(4) A uckland gives the largest f in a n 
cial con tribu tion  every year to  its 
N a tiona l Union.

(5) A uckland 's  student paper CRAC
C U M  is fa r  ahead, in q u a lity  o f m ateria l 
and articles, o f any other student paper

(6) CRACCUM  is also one of the 
cheapest student papers a t 3d. V ic to ria  
charges 6d fo r its SALIEN T, and Otago 
9d fo r CRITIC (which by the way has 
no perm anent Editor a t the moment).

Now le t's  have a look a t the  debit 
side:

(1) Our overall financ ia l position is

not nearly so favourable as th a t o f Vic 
to ria , C anterbury or O tago —  all ol 
whom have large reserves, particular!) 
Otago. Two o f the form er have Student 
Union bu ild ing  projects, involving ex
penditure o f over £ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  each, well 
under way.

(2) A uckland is sim ply not in the run 
ning as fa r  as the popula rity  and sales 
o f Capping Books go— and these are or 
im portan t item o f revenue. Canterbur) 
is p rin ting  35 thousand th is year, Vic
to ria  21 th . and Otago 2 2 th . Canter 
bury in p a rticu la r makes huge profits 
from  sales.

(3) V ic to ria 's  annual revue EXTRA 
V A G A N Z A , is touring  to  N apier fa 
three nights, and C anterbury's is so well 
supported th a t there is never any fee: 
o f financ ia l fa ilu re .

(4) W h ile  food costs more a t Can 
terbury 's  C afeteria , they have a fai 
greater varie ty  of courses and desserts 
ice-cream always figures in the last item

(5) Existing student am enities, c 
Canterbury are fa n tas tica lly  good— the 
comprise everything we have, multiplies 
by ten, and then extra fa l-de-la ls  life 
B illiards Room and Student H ealth  Clink 
room and gymnasium.

There we shall stop. Suffice' it  to so, 
th a t your Executive is gazing a t its Stud 
ent Block (designed fo r 600 and accom 
m odating 3 ,500) and is wondering whic! 
is the quickest way to  make an end to 
all.

Tirade
Personal

Common belief amongst fresher "men” 
— a troll is a fishing lure, and —  
a certain dumb fresherette was heard to 
express the opinion that “un sang impur” 
was an off-colour Varsity ditty.

FAN MAIL

Dear Mr Facetiae,

, How much does the Dean of the 
1 Faculty of Maintenance pay?

How Bored?

The Head of the Harbour — lost . . .
It is rumoured that the Women’s Row- 

»!ing Team will be ineligible for the 
ft Maiden Fours at the next Easter Tour- 
\ (nament.

J. Bored . . . .  L > l

Judging by the, number of pears in 
Albert Park during the lunch hour- it 

p  would appear that there has been a con- 
’“ tinuation q,f the jam-making season 
* throughout our Indian ’summer.

No matter how many women are auc
tioned or towers painted, the Executive 
will always maintain that students are a 
responsible body of adult people.

Even the Rowing Club is shoving its 
oar in for a transfer to Hobson Bay. 
What could be more pleasant than lunch,- 
in a - boat for two, instead of having to 
share a park bench with’ the invariable 
three or four? , h

Varsity Life: to begin ; world in the • 
first term is too early, in the second it’s 
too o&td, and in the third it’s too damned 
kite. * ■

Oh Well

I am a regular reader of Craccum, 
because under the tree where we wee 
pixies live there is a nice, rustic garden 
seat where people come to eat their fish 
and chips. Imagine my horror and dis
gust when I saw, on page 4 of that 
soiled, greasy newspaper, a slighting ref
erence to our most High and Noble Order 
of Merit, the Pixie Star. Three months 
ago, I gained my Pixie Star, 4th Class, 
and part of m y . task to gain my '3rd 
Class Star is to stop insensitive humans 
like yourself from dishonouring our 
revered institution.

..Therefore, I . must • warn you, to stop 
usipg‘- the” term:- APixie; Star’ in you-r" 

oi- else, fbe' -^ee,folk will- have no 
alternative btttsto appear for-a wee visit

in the wee small hours.
Yours, etc.,

Hoblin P. Gnome,
The Elm Tree, 

Grafton Gully.
W e pay no attention to this type o 

threatening letter. Also, although M 
Gnome has earned 5 points, he may thirl 
again if he hopes to get awarded a Pis 
Star, 1st Class, from this source.

THE AUCKLAND PLUMBERS' 
AND DRAINLAYERS' UNION

Members are* cordially invited to At
tend the Annual Picnic arid, Sw.imip.inq 
Spprts .tQ be held at Orakei on -Satur
day, April- -26, 1958. y
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WHY CHRISTIANITY IS THE 
TRUTH FOR ME

I am a Christian
W hat does this statement mean? The Oxford Dictionary 

states that a Christian is one “believing in, professing, or 
belonging to, the religion of Christ". But this apt description 
may be further extended. W hat is "the religion of Christ?" 
That Christ lived nearly two thousand years ago is a fact not 
seriously disputed by historians. Even if no evidence existed, 
Christ's work and teachings would have to be postulated be
cause of the influence he has had on subsequent history.

A Christian believes that this intruder 
into history, who was so different and so 
contrary to, above, beyond, and outside 
the human race, was the Son of God.

I am a Christian because I cannot dis
regard the existence of the New Testa
ment records — of how Christ taught of 
a way of life for all men, of how he was 
crucified by the jealous Pharisees, aided 
by the inaction of the first Agnostic, 
Pontius Pilate, and of how, on the first 
Easter Day, he “rose from the dead”.

I fail .to see how these documents 
could exist if they had not recorded 
events unique in the human story. Christ 
possessed a tremendous personality, good
ness no human being ever aspired to, 
and a character without blot or blemish. 
If these attributes are joined to a calm 
assumption of sinlessness and worthiness 
before a holy God, then Christ was a 
Being quite different from a man — a 
Being indeed, who could only be what 
He claimed to be.

Before this, His miraculous birth, His 
miracles, His unparalleled effect on his
tory, fall into place.

The Resurrection also can be seen 
in this light. The records of the four dif
ferent gospel stories show a remarkable

consistency not found at other great 
events in ancient history, for example, 
the death of Socrates, or the murder of 
Caesar.

Why is Christianity the truth for me? 
In the 19th Chapter of St. John’s Gospel, 
Pontius Pilate asked that most common 
of all questions, “What is Truth” ? Men 
hc.ve strived for the answer to it, and 
many have been convinced that they have 
found the answer, but some small thing 
cause» the castle they built in the air 
to tumble down ignominiously. But in 
that same chapter is, I am convinced, the 
answer to that very same question — 
answered by the accused Christ — “for 
this ^ause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto truth. Everyone 
that is oi the truth heareth my voice”. 
What was this truth that Christ bore 
witness to in His life, death, and resurrec- 
t :on? In St. John, Chapter 3, Verse 16, 
Christ was speaking to a student of law 
and said, “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that wl osoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” This 
is the essence of Christianity and for me 
it is also the essence of life — it is truth.

Yes, I am a Christian, because I

believe that there is no acceptable alter
native. And indeed it is true that the 
alternatives which many favour require 
more vigour and displaying of faith than 
the Agnostic usually is prepared to 
admit. If you are not a Christian, you 
need enormous faith — faith that I who 
write this article am a conglomeration of 
molecules put together by mere chance; 
faith that no God ex ists; faith that the 
Bible, with the same streak running 
through the whole work, was assembled 
fortuitously, faith that Jesus Christ was 
insane or ev il; faith that all the best men 
of all the ages were wrong, and the

rogues, who have committed nameless 
iniquities in the name of the rejection of 
Christ, were right. Has anyone at this 
University this kind of faith?

The Ultimate Decision
Christ claims to be “the way, the truth, 

and the life,” and this is a claim which 
every person must face up to. I have 
indicated that there is only one way that 
you can prove his statement. The ques
tion which remains is one that only you 
can answer. Are YOU prepared to test 
Christianity?

J. L. H U N T.

The Focus of the  Faith o f a N ation.

WHY CHRISTIANITY IS NOT THE 
TRUTH FOR ME

I am not a Christian
Such a declaration leaves a number of possibilities open 

to any person who still desires a philosophy which will answer 
for him the universal questions regarding moral and ethical 
standards, relationships between the individual and his society, 
and the place of man in the universe.

The statement that one is not a Christ
ian therefore presupposes an alternative, 
which alternative may be perhaps the 
adoption of another religious creed, or 
Subscription to a form of purely mater
ialistic ideology that may range from 
Paine to Neitzche or Marx. Alternatively 
the non-Christian may choose to declare 
a belief in a divinity, but, admitting his 
inability to comprehend this force, he 
may adopt the name of Agnostic, or he 
may consider that his acceptance of the 
world in which he lives does not demand 
a divinity 1 or a supernatural force — in 
other words, he is an Atheist.

Here I shall adopt this latter term to. 
define my standpoint. Since the view I 
state here is a personal one it must of 
npqessity lay itself open to criticism 
from any other who chooses to adopt 
the same title — in this, as in most mat
ters ■ dealing with belief there is little 
unanimity beyond rule-of-thumb defini
tions. Equally, though the form of this 
article may suggest a negative attack 
upon Christianity, it is more intended as 
a form of personal credo, and I do not 
claim that the views here are necessarily 
antithetical, either in part or in whole 
to those of the Christian. I seek personal

absolutism, and any comparisons- are 
quite incidental to my arguments.

A basic premise of many religions is 
that the soul is eternal, since life is felt 
to stem from God and to return to its 
maker after death. Here the first tenet 
of Atheism is found. Though science is 
yet only on the threshold of knowledge 
of this topic, it can be believed that the 
basis of life is a chemical and not a 
spiritual force. The theoretical proofs 
have already been established, and sug
gest most conclusively and reasonably 
that the origin of physical life at least is 
materialistic, and not the result of the 
will of any so-called “Higher Being” as 
the superstition bred of ignorance which 
we call religion has up till now suggest
ed.

Does the Soul Exist?
From here, two points arise. Firstly 

(and this does not require the proof of 
the above assumption since it is tead ily  
observable to all) all life is homogeneous 
to the extent that its very existence 
makes it so. Why, therefore, should it 
be concluded that Man for one reason or 
another possesses a claim to spiritual im-

A.M.C. EATlstNGRADNEJ0Y MEATS
MONARCH
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mortality more than any other creature? 
Life is created and dies —; that is all. 
The Christian would say in answer that 
one must consider the “soul,” since this 
is a spiritual and not a physical factor, 
and so must be considered separately. 
But is this necessarily so? Does the soul 
in reality exist? It is not too difficult to 
perceive the link between the physical 
aspects 'of our existance and the mental 
faculties of perception, reflex and 
memory, as the brain records them. 
Taken one step further we find the 
evolution of the mind, using the above 
attributes to form those subjective facili
ties that we call “the intelligence.” Yet 
this world created by the mind: is a pure
ly subjective one, and as the problems of 
the mind are more fully explored it 
becomes more and more apparent that 
personal reality, as we might call it, is 
never more than a subjective thing dis
torting the truth of a world that is in 
fact existentialist, by superimposing upon 
it the impressions gained through the 
viewing of objective reality by the sub
jective medium of the intelligence. 
Through such distortion comes, among 
other things, the belief of man that be
cause his powers of intelligence are, to 
the best of his knowledge, the most high
ly developed among the forms of life 
which he knows, he must therefore be 
the result of a Divine Creation and hence 
a being of special interest to the Deity. 
Similarly we find the concept of sin 
formed by the comparison of man with 
his own impression of the “perfect” 
deity, and hence the , necessity for a 
theory of salvation, and of. a “second 
chance” to attain to the hypothetical 
perfection of the man-made standard of 
goodness that he calls. God. In every case 
that I know of where a religion has at 
its head a Deity, that D eity has been 
modelled upon the pattern of man, vdio 
has endowed his God with attributes 
which he, in his own individual case, be
lieved embodied perfection. Having ele
vated his anthropomorphic creation to a 
position of power Man, has then sought 
through superstition and ignorant belief' 
in the supernatural f(which he, himself, 
has created) to evolve a doctrine ok  sal
vation to console himself for his inability 
to live up to the standards which (.he 
feels his “perfect God” demands.

After-life?
Similarly I 4feel .tb&t’/A'ny belief , jn^h^ 

afterlife is merely a result.  ̂of AManJs- 
egotism, and the refusal of' Fits raifl'd' to5, 

•accept the fact,that he is ,. npthmg. .more, 
than a temporal life-form w ith a com

plex and highly-subj ective intelligence, 
just as his concepts of good and- evil are 
the result of conditioned reflexes based 
on the patterns of society which he hirri- 
self has evolved.

I do not believe that there is a God, 
and nor do I believe that Man is spiritu
ally immortal. Such concepts are surely 
the result of Man’s thought, coloured by 
the subjectivity which his way of think
ing involves. I believe that he is nothing 
more than a thinking lifeform, living 
under self-itnposed patterns, but with no 
more valid reason for taking the “impor
tance” of his existence for granted than 
has any other creature, simply because 
there is no “standard of importance” 
except that which Man has himself 
created.

The Ultimate Decision
.' These views, are personal. They may 
be called blasphemous or heretical, 
according to the pre-conceived opinions 
of the reader. For me they are the.views 
of an Atheist, perhaps subject to future 
changes, but at present held firmly. They 
are the reason for my initial statement 
that “I am not a Christian.”

W. S. BROUGHTON
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TONY FACES LIFE
By Ed. K. Soul

This is a book of philosophy —  one man's philosophy of 
design in the Universe. It is a brave attempt to grapple with 
this familiar issue, but Mr. Avenel's conclusions, like those of 
so many before him, are probably more satisfying to himself 
than to anybody else.

To look for design in the Universe and Life, and to decide 
whether they are still controlled, the author has treated his evidence, 
drawn from all branches of science, in a broad way — from the dis
passionate viewpoint of an observer on Venus, Orbit I I , he says. 
But, although this laudable broad view should integrate the various 
scientific studies into a prespective, it fails because of the over
simplification and inaccuracy of Mr Avenel’s popular science.
Irrelevancies and ignorant inaccuracies 

march down the pages of this book, 
brazenly claiming their legitimacy! And 
a  peculiar characteristic of all the irrele
vant passages, including three articles 
reprinted from ‘Reader’s Digest,’ is that 

ey are written in a flowery, emotive 
fc rle, almost as if the author were trying 

win support for his arguments by 
raying the reader’s emotions! This is 
e ‘bludgeoning-belief-with-wonder’ tech

nique. Do you consider it a fair 
qiethod, when Mr Avenel sails under the 
colours of a broad view, for him to give 
us a broadside from this cannon?

‘Birds (developed) from the gliding 
fish . . .’ This statement is typical of the 
ludicrously wrong assertions which the 
author makes all too frequently. I need 
say no more about inaccuracies.

Evolution
.T h e ‘chance’ theory of evolution (that 

of natural selection, etc.), says Mr

MANUSCRIPT EVENINGS
The University Literary Club has a r

ranged a  series of informal Manuscript 
Evenings for 1958. The first of these 
has a lready  been held, and  students 
interested in writing, especially those 
thinking of writing for this y ear 's  Kiwi, 
will be welcome, with or without 
Manuscript, a t any  or all of the later 
ones.

The evenings will be held as follows: 
yL. W ednesday, April 23—Room 34, 

O'Rorke Hall.
Monday, May 12 (first Monday of 

vacation)—-At No. 5 Richborne 
Rd., Kingsland.

Avenel, is untenable because, he main
tains, reproduction is not an evolved pro
cess. To ask him to study the subject 
more closely would perhaps seem in op
position to his broad view, but study 
more closely he must before he will ob
tain an undistorted image. He will find 
an evolutionary transition in reproduc
tion from the simplest types of fission to 
the most complex types of sexual repro
duction, in both plants and animals. 
Again, he reasons that, if chance can 
produce a fantastically intricate organism 
like the horse, it can also produce mech
anical contrivances, yet nowhere do we 
find machinery in the wild. Mr Avenel 
does not realise that Life itself is an 
opportunist ‘fixer’ of chance because of 
its capacity to reproduce itself more or 
less true to form. The reason, Mr 
Avenel, why we find no fossil motor
cars is because motor-cars cannot re
produce and fix their variations. In the 
end, reproduction itself must have de
pended on the chance splitting of the 
‘right’ conditions for it to rebuild and 
split again. There may have been many 
other similar types of molecules which, 
given these conditions, might have 
become the first reproductive Life.

Scientific View?
The conclusions reached in this book 

are these: both the Universe and Life 
are designed. The Universe is still con
trolled, and Life is controlled genetically 
by ‘creative rays.’ Since Life is control
led, it has an Aim, and conflicting aims 
denote the presence of two Creative 
Powers for Life, God and the Devil. 
There is a separate Creative Power for 
the Universe, unnamed. I disagree with 
these conclusions because Mr Avenel

‘Nucleus* Improves
The second issue of Nucleus, which appeared a week or two 

ago, seems a reasonably encouraging effort, and, if only because of 
its novelty, has sold well.

The immediate achievement of this 
issue has been a notable improvement in 
printing and layout. Typographically 
Nucleus has now reached an acceptable 
standard. It is to be hoped that the intel
lectual and literary standard will ap
proach it before very long.
dearth of Copy

As the editors imply in their opening 
peech, Nucleus suffers from a lack of 
oth volume and variety. Seven short 
ieces of verse, three pieces of prose and 

a couple of notes, two advertisements and 
a cover, constitutes the whole of the 
issue. It is still good value for a shilling 
xit not yet big enough to ensure a con

firmed public. Students who have hesitat
ed to contribute before should certainly 
be encouraged by the pleasant appearance 
pf the cemetery in which their work is 
to be interred.

Of the items in the issue the prose 
ones are perhaps the better. Generally the 
writing, including the editorials, is too 
broken and fragmented. The piece Fish
ing by B. J. Faville is perhaps the least 
at fault here.

Of the verse, W. S. Broughton’s comes 
the nearest to showing some evidence of 
construction and worth, but even here 
the picture is false and the verse slightly 
soured by long use. 1

A. J. Gurr gives a trivial enough piece 
which might have been pithy, and the 
others, needed a great deal more care 
and effort before they were embalmed in 
print.

Of the contributions by R. A. K. Mason, 
of which there are two, one can only say 
that they are obviously written in a 
practised hand, but they are not very 
good and quite dated.

PAUL KEM P

finds design where I find order alone.
How are we to look at ‘View From 

Orbit II’ alongside the scientific work of 
today? Superficially, I think Mr Avenel 
stands in relation to the scientists of this 
century where Samuel Butler did to 
those of last. Both offer an uninformed

KIW I___
Copy of an intellectual, literary, or 
academic nature is required for 
KIW I 1958. For details consult 
the editors, via Literary Society 
letter-box or M.H.C.

A. J. Gurr, M. E. A. Richards.
Editors.

type of argument upon which both are 
apt to be carried away by masses of 
logic, based on false premises and 
clumsy analogies.

But . . . well, there is a little nagging 
question that keeps on recurring to me. 
Is ‘View From Orbit II’ a serious work, 
or did Antony Avenel write it with 
great gusto, as an edifying personal 
exercise in dialectics, which he then de
cided to serve up, spiced with some in-

P A U L ' S
stock New and Second 
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Books

We haven't many left, 
but the one you want 

may be there.

We are glad to buy 
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University Texts.

PAUL'S BOOK ARCADE

28 Shortland St. 
Phone 43-515.

teresting extracts, to a gullible public, 
just to see how it would go down?

( ‘Viezv From Orbit IV by Anthony 
Avenel. T. Werner Laurie; London, 
1957. 18 /-).

9P y g m a lio n 9 {sniff}
Perhaps the most important thing 

about this latest offering from the 
Players is that their new producer Staf
ford Byrne has managed, with the sup
port of a very capable cast, to inject a 
much-desired and long-awaited profes
sional polish into the production. But 
we must face up to the sad fact that 
“Pygmalion” simply is not the great play 
it used to be. Audiences of a generation 
ago may have been delightfully shocked 
by Doolittle’s tirades against middle- 
class morality and Eliza’s famous line; 
the play may have been daring, amusing 
and very much to the point — thirty 
years ago. But now Shaw’s jibes have 
become blunted, angry young men stand 
today where angry old dustmen stood 
before them, and although the reason for 
their anger has not changed, the expres
sion and context of it definitely have. 
For the world of 1958 “Pygmalion’s” 
only attraction is a certain curiosity 
value as the book of “My Fair Lady.”

The Players, however, fashioned the 
best they could from such decayed clay, 
as could be seen from the performance 
of Leon Sinden, Antony Groser, Bar
bara Leake and Ethel Hobbs. Mr Sin
den put reality into the utterly incredible 
character of Shaw’s irascible Professor. 
With gesture and voice he managed to

bring out of the script an understandable 
human being — remarkable perhaps but 
at least genuine. Mr Groser as Doolittle 
had a somewhat easier task in this 
respect, for Shaw himself had already 
created a character here. Mr Groser, 
however, managed the part with an ac
complished ease and a sustained sense 
of comedy. Brigid Lenihan was only 
partly successful as Eliza, her interpreta
tion of a Cockney was more suited for an 
ill-educated cave-woman than for an il
literate flower-girl, but as a society lady 
she gave us dignity and poise. Others 
worthy of praise are Barbara Leake and 
Ethel Hobbs who performed with an as
surance and finesse that was a pleasure 
to watch. Charles Walker’s Colonel 
Pickering was too negative and unin
spired to be wholly satisfactory as a foil 
for Higgins.

The sets, designed by Joan and David 
de Bethel, were excellent with the excep
tion of the first scene in front of Covent 
Garden which could have been more 
imaginative.

As far as Shaw is concerned, the effect 
of this production was to hammer an
other nail into his coffin, but it was a 
masterly piece of carpentry on the 
Players’ part.

—N.M.
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A look at the Chem. Dept.
In the Chemistry Department, as in every other department, 

there is overcrowding — worse in the Chemistry Department 
because of the need for practical work. The lab. facilities, moreover, 
are strictly limited. However, as the department is probably the 
largest of its kind in the country, and because of the wide interests 
of the staff, there is wide scope for Honours research.

The lecturers, in addition to teaching, 
do research along their favourite lines. 
These may range from a study of plant 
products (Mr Cambie) to x-rays (Mr 
Maslen). The student to lecturer ratio 
is low in Stage I but it gets progressive
ly better as the higher stages are reach
ed.

It is in the labs, that the crowding is 
most felt. The Stage I Lab. can only 
hold 60 students out of over three times 
that number. In a lecture-room it is 
always possible to squeeze in more 
students than the room was designed for, 
but in a lab., there is only a limited num
ber of fixtures (gas and water taps, 
etc.). There are 4 hours a week of lab. 
periods in Stage I. Lab. work becomes 
increasingly more important in higher 
Stages, the Stage III labs, being open 
for 40 hours a week. In Stages II and III, 
however, there are no set lab. times, 
students going in and out more or less 
as they please. There is, however, a 
certain number of experiments that must 
be completed for a pass. These are 
chosen from a given list of experiments. 
The demonstrators are usually PhD., 
Honours, or (occasionally), Stage III, 
students though these last are only in 
Stage I labs.

Examination papers are set and mark
ed within the College, but from Stage III 
up, external assessors view, and comment 
on, the papers. In addition, the lecturers 
set and mark three tests (and sundry 
exercises) per Term.

In the higher Stages also, there is 
overcrowding (no news to this depart
ment !). As one student put it, “It’s not 
conducive to the best work, but we get 
along”.

The Chem. Department has its own 
library, run by the College Library. It 
contains back numbers of chemical jour
nals and reference books in several lang
uages. Journals not subscribed to by the 
Dept, may be obtained on interloan from 
other N.Z. Universities. If the books are 
not in N.Z., they may be obtained in 
microfilm form.

Student Research
Beyond Stage III level, students are 

free to choose their own research topic. 
For example, John Hawthorne i s ‘investi
gating isotopic exchange relations of 
transition elements in acetyl-acetonates.’

The Transition Elements manganese, 
iron, chromium, cobalt, nickel, vanadium, 
titanium, and scandium (and also copper, 
as a boundary element), will form com
plexes with acetyl-acetonates. The bond
ing between the metallic atoms and the 
atoms of the organic group are in doubt, 
hence the research. John Hawthorne 
working on apparatus made by Mr Barr, 
is doing this by first allowing boron tri
fluoride to react with acetone and acetic 
anhydride. This will, with a transition

element, form an acetyl-acetonate. Now, 
by using radioactive carbon, (C 14) , 
(from Harwell, England) contained in 
the acetone, the time taken for the 
radioactive acetone to replace the normal 
acetone from the acetyl-acetonates throws 
light on the nature of the bonding within 
the molecule. This could conceivably 
have a practical application in the separ
ation of iron from some of its ores.

The two main objects of this research, 
however, are

(i) to clarify the nature of the bond
ing in these compounds and

(ii) to ‘learn the method of attack’ i.e. 
training in radioactive techniques.

The two prefabs, directly behind the 
Botany-Zoology block and alongside the 
Junior Physics Labs, contain the labs, 
where this work is being done. One hut 
caters for the Physical Chemistry 
students, and the other, is the Inorganic 
Chemistry Lab. Both are used by Stages 
II and III.

There are about twenty-five experi
ments in the laboratory, students being 
allowed three days' to complete an ex
periment. Not only is the demonstrator 
in this lab. himself a student, but the 
equipment used was made by senior 
students.

In this lab., Stage II and III students 
experiment in order to find:—

1. (i) the relative proportion and (ii) 
the arrangement of atoms in molecules.

2. the nature of the structure of com
pounds e.g. as in the Raman Experiment.

3. The rate of reactions — how rapidly 
will a reaction occur?

Some reactions are instantaneous, 
others (especially in Organic Chemistry) 
take longer, perhaps days, to complete.

Stage III students choose an experi
ment, look up the available literature on 
it, and then write an essay on it. This 
usually takes a week to do, so there are 
only ten experiments to be done in the 
term.

In charge of this section is Associate 
Professor Bloom, whose interest is Phy
sical Chemistry, especially the behaviour 
of molten salts, their structure, electrical 
and thermal conductivities. Mr Welch 
also does research on molten salts, but 
specialises in the study of their vapour 
pressures.

Study of ionic liquids (molten salts) 
should lead to a theory relating to them. 
Although this research is also being done 
in the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R. and the U.K., 
this is the only place in the Southern 
Hemisphere where this particular 
research is being carried out. However, 
there is correspondence between A.U. 
and foreign universities on aspects of 
research. Most students eventually go 
overseas either to the U.S.A. or Britain 
either through fellowships ôr permanent 
appointments.

MICHAEL GROGAN

UN IVERS ITY  BLAZERS
«

COLLEGE
REP

BLUES
MADE TO MEASURE or READY-TO-WEAR 

ALSO FOR A LL YOUR MERCERY & SUITS

THE HOUSE OF FLACKSON LTD.
KARANGAHAPE RD. A p p o in te d  by Stud. Assn.

Chemistry Department Facilities overtaxed by snowballing enrolment

FURTHER LETTERS —

APOLOGIA
Sir,
I realize now that my finite, staid 

brain is quite inadequate for the task that 
I undertook. Mr Hamer obviously has—

(a) a “restless, inquiring, critical 
spirit”, (b) he has been to meetings of 
all institutions such as the Auckland 
University Socialist Club; (c) he attends 
coffee evenings fairly regularly; (d) he 
does not rely solely on review of books 
and films before tasting their flavour; 
(e) he is a member of the professorial 
board, whom from their lofty seat may 
disdain righteously my humble critical 
efforts — in short, he is a genius.

But allow me, Mr Hamer, to ask you 
just one small question. In the next issue 
of Craccum, could you please tell a 
“complacent conservative” like myself, 
about these activities that you patronize? 
I am eager to taste the fruits contribut
ing to your apparent success, as many 
other students, including freshers, must 
be.

J. L. H U N T

THE EARLY, EARLY DAYS

Sir,
One constantly hears the claims that 

students are apathetic, or that student 
life is dying or dead. Although it would 
be virtually impossible to support this 
claim statistically, or to lay the blame at 
the feet of any organisation or group of 
people, I feel that if a comparison is 
made with the period between the wars, 
when student life was very vigorous, and 
made an impact on Auckland as a whole, 
the post-war period is shown up as a 
rather dull period in general. There were 
peaks and depressions in the pre-war 
period, but on looking back we see that 
it produced some of our most outstand
ing undergraduates. Of course, although 
there were fewer students, they were 
recognised in a smaller and less commer
cially-inclined community outside.

Students were in general, however, far 
poorer, particularly in depression periods, 
yet it was in these periods that life was 
most virile and productive and students 
generally fashioned their recreational and 
cultural interests around existing clubs 
and life here. Some observers will attri
bute contemporary trends to the large 
numbers of part-timers, yet, despite the 
fact that some part-time students, al
though no poorer than the average full- 
timer, attend merely because the facilities 
here provide for the gaining of extra 
qualifications, their share is often very 
generous.

Full-time students at present are more 
affluent than their counterparts in 1920’s 
and 1930’s for today there are a wealth 
of government bursaries open to students. 
Now these are a necessity if  more gradu
ates are to enter national life, but too 
often the opportunity to gain professional 
.status becomes an end in itself. Though 
these people find a place in the social 
life df the University they frequently 
deny the "cultural demands made by the 
cultural and political clubs.

The last two years have seen a rejuv

enation of capping activities and it 
hoped that this points to a rebirth of tl 
vigorous life for clubs, societies a».« 
general student life which abounded m 
the 1920’s and 1930’s.

IA N  POOL.

SITE AGAIN!
Sir,

The Ministry of Works’ report on the 
proposed reclamation of Hobson Bay 
states :—“The total building programme 
of the university on the proposed basis 
would cover about seven acres of the 
proposed reclamation, while for blocks 
of six storeys, the building area would 
be three acres.

Adjoining the south-east end of Hob
son Bay, there is a twelve acre block of 
land (at present being dry-filled by the 
City Council) which is bordered by 
Shore Road and Portland Road. I pro
pose that the University should con
struct its building on this site which has 
the following advantages over Hobson 
B ay:—

(1) 'No deep pile foundations would 
required; the Ministry of Works esti 
ates that the cost of piled foundatu 
for the university buildings on the H< 
son Bay site would be at least £250,0 
The piles would have to be, on the avt. 
age, 25 feet deep.

(2) The area can be dry-filled at a 
low cost.

(3) Settlement of the filling would not 
take long.

(4) Building could start in a relative - 
ly short time.

Land required for recreational pur
poses could be gradually reclaimed from 
the 100 acres of Hobson Bay that the 
Harbour Board has generously offered 
to donate to the University.

About three acres of Hobson Bay (a. 
recreational reserve at the bottom of Ayr 
Street) has already been reclaimed. An
other 17 acres could easily be dry-filled, 
at a low cost and in a relatively short 
time, to increase this area to 20 acres. 
The problem of filling the remaining 80 
acres of Hobson Bay at a reasonable 
cost, I suggest, should be left to the en
gineers at Ardmore. However, these 80 
acres would not need to be reclaimed im
mediately, but could be left till later (say 
1980) to be filled. This would mean that 
the University would always have room 
to expand, which is a very important 
fact, that should be taken into considera
tion, when deciding -where the Univer
sity should be situated..

“ ' PETER N E  •
««, ' __ , —- -

A.U. D IST R IC T  G R A D U A T ES;  
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EASTER TOURNAMENT:

Head-Hunters Decapitated
T his Tournam ent might possibly be remembered for a small incident 

that occurred on  the train when for the first time on record, students 
com plained about the drinking of non-students, who were sharing the 
same carriage.

T w o days of concentrated sport, which left Auckland second to 
Otago did not in any way dim inish the activities of Aucklanders off the 
sporting field. Besides the official dances, Barbecue and Ball, there were 
numerous unofficial activities that enjoyed their never-failing popularity. 
H ighlight of the sport was the match between N.Z.U., Australian U niver
sities and Canterbury Province at Rugby Park in which Aucklander Barry 
R obinson  was particularly outstanding (M ention might be made of 
friend R id d ifo rd ’s performance of another sort in the three m ile event, 
which undoubtedly added to the afternoon’s entertainment!)

Proof of the pudding is perhaps illustrated by a certain incident that 
occurred at the Ball, when Sports Delegate Graham M**** had to be 
awoken from deep slumber by the Junior Delegate before he could make 
slow progress across the floor, to receive what trophies Auckland managed 
to acquire.

Be as it may, visitors departed from Christchurch wondering why on  
earth anyone is ever host at Tournam ent and possibly left their hosts w ith  
the same sentiments. At the same time Christchurch must be congratula
ted on an excellent and well-run Tournam ent.

Final R esu lts: Otago, 42; Auckland, 24; Canterbury, 18; Victoria, 10; 
Lincoln, 4 .

Tennis

. By winning both the teams event and 
the two singles championships, Auckland 
established itself as the outstanding 
competitor in at least the tennis section 
of the Easter tournament played on the 
Wilding Park courts in fine weather.

, The general standard was very high 
particularly in the men’s singles, where 
there were a number of upsets before 
Aucklanders B. W oolf (N o. 1) and G. 
Roberts met in the final.

One of the surprises of the tournament 
was undoubtedly provided by Aucklander 
fresher Joy Little (N o. 3) who, after 
disposing of the top Canterbury player 
Judith Buxton, reached the semi-final 
before falling a victim to Jill Glenie’s 
powerful strokes.

Auckland is well represented in the 4 
man 4 woman University tennis team 
chosen to tour Australia next season. 
Jill Glenie, Brian Woolf, and Bobby 
Wong all N.Z. Junior titleholders, were 
obvious choices, while Joy Little  and 
Graeme Roberts gained selection on tour
nament performances. Perhaps unlucky 
not to be chosen was Gay Baigent who 
failed to strike her best form at the 
crucial time.

which Auckland won by beating a strong 
Canterbury team, holders of the title for 
several years. At half-time Auckland was 
down 4-2, but at the recommencement of 
play, Auckland shot three near perfect 
goals in quick succession. Although two 
Aucklanders were ordered out of the 
water for infringements, brilliant defence 
by the remainder of the team allowed 
A.U. to retain its one goal advantage to 
the end. Three Aucklanders were selec
ted for the N.Z.U. team, of which Auck
lander Graham Leach was captain.

Mainly through the efforts of the 
women’s team, Otago was able to win 
the shield by an 11 point margin from 
Canterbury. Two records were broken; 
one by Otago’s Lynley Orbell who broke 
away in the 100 yds breaststroke to touch
i l f i f l g l

v
m m

Athletics
A.U. scored top points for the shield 

due to a large extent to the efforts of 
the fairer sex.

Barry Robinson proved a veritable one 
man team. He was in smashing form 
breaking the 220 yds and 220 yds hurdles’ 
records equalling the 100 yds, and being 
responsible for the record in the 4 x  110 
relay.

Ngaire W estbury had a field day with 
javelin record and shot and discuss titles. 
Other A.U. titleholders are Pat M offit 
(high jump) and Andy Divich (high 
hurdles). Elisabeth Babbage and Judy 
Johnson spent the time collecting minor 
placings, which helped A.U. to an easy 
win in the women’s shield.
, The test between N.Z.U., Australian 
Universities and Canterbury Province 
provided some outstanding athletics. 
“That machine” Robinson captain and 
key man of the N.Z.U. team won all his 
events. This team lost to Australia by 18 
points to 21, but won a classic 4 x  440 
relay in N.Z. record time.

Ngaire Westbury, Judy Johnson, Pat 
Moffit and Elizabeth Babbage competed 
in the Women’s team which defeated 
Canterbury Province.

Struck the Double

in 23.7 sec., about 2 secs, better than her 
old record, and the other by Graham 
Leach who brokd the butterfly record 
for the third time. He certainly deserved 
the two blues he was later awarded.

The Big Shot

Nostra Culpa! We failed. Auckland 
came third in Tournament shooting. 
Shooting at this Tournament was not of 
the high standard that it had been in the 
past, because, we think, of the lack of 
time to practise. Only one Blue was 
awarded, and this to Bob Kingsley of 
C.U. Dave Hoyle of Auckland, 
was also nominated. Graham W ard  and 
Ian Andrews, both first year students at 
A.U. were in the N.Z.U. team. It was 
noticeable that the newcomers to Univer
sity shooting were, on the whole the most 
successful.

Swimming
The outstanding section of the swim

ming was undoubtedly the water polo,

In other spheres of Tournament activ
ity few shooters were successful. The 
post-N.Z.U.-shoot, 5 gallons record was

CONTEMPORARY PRINTS
J O H N  L E E C H  G A L L E R Y

50 SHORTLAND STREET . PHONE 45-081

not broken and only one shooter was 
was awarded a drinking blue.

Basketball
By winning the very close match 

against Auckland, Otago’s lead in the 
basketball was fairly well established on 
the first day of play. This was confirmed 
in a match against Canterbury, which 
Otago won by 12 goals to 9. Consistent
ly good play by Aucklanders / .  Dick, D. 
Colgan, and P. Brand left Auckland 
second.

Fine positional play and impressive 
combination gave Auckland a half-time 
lead of 9 goals to 7 in the Otago match. 
However Otago rallied in the second 
spell and gradually assumed control. 
Otago took the lead at 15-14 but Auck
land quickly retaliated and scores were 
even at 15 all and 16 all. When the 
Auckland throw-off failed at this point, 
Otago scored from the throw-in and in a 
final move, Otago scored to win by 18 
goals to 16.

All but two of the Auckland team 
played for the North Island in the North 
versus South match which was won by 
the South, 22 to 17.

Wooden Spoon
After a preliminary round, the two 

winning teams, Victoria and Canter
bury played each other to determine the 
winner of the competition, while Otago 
and Auckland played each other for the 
wooden spoon. This Auckland unfortun
ately succeeded in acquiring. Only J. 
Davies (49), M. M cElroy (40), and 
Nicol, who took 5-62 and 2-34, gave per
formances up to the usual high Auck
land standard. In the play off for first 
position, the excellent Victorian team 
beat the Otago team on the first innings. 
The New Zealand University then played 
Canterbury. It included one Aucklander, 
McElroy.

Sink or Swim
A small but undoubtedly important 

part of Tournament, is the yatching, . 
which was this year conducted on a 
change boat series of four races. The 
first three races were sailed in a steady
N. E. breeze or a light wind. A.U. was 
well away in the first two races, but in 
the first was overtaken by C.U. and, 
when a spinnaker-boom guy broke, by
O. U. and in the second by Ō.U. For the 
third race A.U. and O.U. were the only 
two in the running for the first place, 
but just before the finish, O.U. picked up 
the breeze and went on to win by 30 
secs.

The fourth race was started in a very 
hard and gusty S.W. wind. A.U. was first 
away followed closely by C.U. but soon 
after, the mast was carried away in the 
A.U. boat forcing it to retire. V .U. cap
sized and C.U. also had to retire, so 
O.U. was the only one to complete the 
course.

Booze Blues
The curtain is about to go up on the 

great sporting event of Easter Tourna
ment, 1958. It is 1.30 p.m., and the crowd 
here in the Public Bar of the Clarry is 
thickening rapidly. Stopwatches are 
everywhere in evidence, with pots of 
grog disappearing with rapid regularity 
as elimination (? ) trials progress. There 
is a little talk of great performances of 
the past, but as 2.30 approaches, a tense 
silence sets in, broken only by cries of 
“On your marks; get set; GO!”, and 
a continuous roar of “More beer I”

But enough of this. The stage is set, 
the lights are l i t ; my glass is full, I’m 
talking rot — 2.30. A lusty steward lets 
forth a full-throated roar, and silence 
falls. So does the first casualty. After a 
display of the trophies to be won, and 
an explanation of the rules, the first two 
competitors are called. A.U. versus 
M.A.C. A further quarter hour’s prac
tice ensues while A.U. tries to drag up 
a team, and then battle is rapidly joined.

Competition was marred by consider
able spillage, with towels and waterproof 
coats being well put to test, but resulting 
times were disappointing.

Now a vast crowd making numerous 
attempts on the individual times, with the 
best six, as listed, to receive blues at 
the ball tonight.

Boswell, A .U ..................................  2.1
Beyer, V .U ......................................  2.1
Williams, O .U................................. 1.8
Rikys, C.A.C...................................  2.1
Dempster, O .U...............................  2.1
Allen, V .U .......................................  2.0
Jacobsen, O.U. .....................  2.1
Strange, there seem to be seven! I’d 

better quit!

The Blues Panel has announced the 
fo llow ing N .Z .U . blues:

Athletics: Misses N. W estbury (A.U.) and 
A . M acDonald (C.U.), B. Robinson (A.U .), J, 
G. Hawkes (0 .U .), B. H. Kerr (C.U.), R. Irwin 
(V.U.W.),, L. M iles (C.U.), D. Beauchamp 
(C.U.), A . V . H ill. Cup fo r a th le te  nearest to. 
w inn ing  a blue: M . Stephens (O.U.).

Swimming: Miss L. Orbell (O.U.), F. Strange 
(O.U.), I. M acDonald (C.U.), O. Snoep (C.U.), 
G. Leach (A.U.).

Water Polo: G. Leach (A.U.).
Shooting: R. W. K ingsley (C.U.).
Tennis: Miss J. Glenie (A.U .) and B. Woolfe

(A.U.).
Rowing: C. H urring  (O.U.), M. Winter 

(V .U .W .), F. C ro tty  (V .U .W .), P. Preston 
Thom as (V .U .W .).

Held over from  W in te r T ournam ent, 1957: 
Fencing: R. J. B inn ing (V .U .W .).
Held over fro m  hockey to u r o f A ustra lia  in

1957:
Misses S. M . Comer (C.U.), R. Reo (O.U.), M. 

Edwards (C.U.), L. H arry  (O.U.), J. Doull 
(O.U.), Messrs. B. M aunsell (O.U.), K. Pater 
(O.U.), J. Cullen (O.U.).

Vo

Dry those nappies

Conditions for the rowing were fat 
from perfect and after several attempts 
at starting, the eights race was aban
doned until the afternoon when it fin 
ally got under way at 4.30 p.m. The 
water was by then calmer but still quits 
rough and Auckland’s inexperienced 
crew was unable to handle the rougĒ 
water as well as the others. At the mils 
mark, O.U. were but in front with V.U 
challenging strongly. C.U. were third 
with A.U. 1J lengths behind them. V.U 
weakened towards the finish and O.ll 
went on to win by 2 lengths. A.U. tools 
advantage of the calmer water in ths 
last third of a mile to pass C.U. and 
gain two lengths on V.U.

The other races were rowed in ths 
morning. Lincoln won the men’s fours 
from O.U. and C.U. with A.U. No. I 
fifth. Lincoln were again successful in 
the double sculls winning the event by 
six lengths. The A.U. crew, B. William 
arid R. Jones sculled well to catch O.U 
on ’ the line, thus coming second equal,

A .U.’s only winning crew was tbs 
women’s four. It is perhaps unfortunate 
as far as Auckland is concerned, tha: 
owing to strong opposition from the deep 
south, the women’s rowing has not beer 
granted full Tournament status.
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RUGBY LEAGUE
He

decisii
In two respects at least the Rugby sumrr 

League Club started the season in s 
semi-fit condition: extremely fit financ°tjier 
ially, and not so fit numerically. Werrk;

Last season could not be called an ununive 
qualified success as regards results oi Flel 
matches played but the games did servfoffer 
to initiate the novice and found a spiritheapi 
of co-operation. Highlight (or was it?)think 
of last season was the Otago Universitycent c 
v. Auckland University match at Carlaw 
Park. Those who were there saw us fail Nec 
miserably in the first half and witnessekeP*’ : 
a scene of redemption in the second, ^ng-sl 

Still, experience is all, and feelinr^*^1̂  
optimistic this season we affiliated f°’p|etc|ji 
administration purposes with Ellersli^  ̂
and were duly entered in the Senior 
Second Grade competition. Sug

The training runs are at present beinptice ai 
held at Carlaw Park on Wednesdapre q 
evenings at 8 p.m. and any relevant in-for an 
formation can be viewed on our notict, 
board in the cloisters. ID Di 

chRemember, gear is provided and there ^  
will be a trip either to O.U. or the Tour- |jn 
nament University this year.

Prospective members can contact )̂ If 
either Murray Smith — Ph. 49-670 o: ce 
Bruce Pert, via notice board. °f

WINTER SPORTS GEAR
GOLF — HOCKEY — RUGBY — 
LEAGUE -  SOCCER -  BADMINTON 

BOXING — BASKETBALL

Call and inspect our range of 
Selected Equipment

Remember . . .  We are Sports Goods 
Experts and render a complete 

Repair Service.

W A T T S  
SPORTS DEPOT LTD.

Est. 1923.
EXCHANGE LANE. 95 QUEEN ST., 

AUCKLAND, C.l.
P.O. Box 2330 ------ Phone 45-412
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