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CONGRESS - B U R EA U CR A CY
One of the most ruinous effects on a  democratic form 

of government is the attitude that the only people capable  
of expressing opinions on any subject are those who have 
expert knowledge of that subject: logic which confines 
discussion of racial differences in South Africa to an  
anthropologist. Needless to say, a  large number of people 
refuse to subscribe to such reasoning, and every January  
about 100 of them, who happen to be University students, 
gather at Congress at Curious Cove.

The main activity of Congress is arguing — even if it is often 
carried on in conjunction with swimming, climbing, drinking beer, water 
ski-ing, etc. Mostly it is pursued as a pleasant occupation in itself. On 
the last day an open forum is staged, where motions concerning all 
manner of topics, on which some students feel a united opinion should 
be expressed, are thrown open for discussion, and finally accepted or 
rejected by majority vote. Two resolutions passed at the last Congress 
might be considered typical:

1. That the Congress condemn the treason trials being conducted 
in South Africa, ‘Government against a number of coloured people.

2. That when television is introduced to New Zealand it should 
be organised and administered by the State rather than by private 
concerns.

The first of these resolutions objected to the detention, on hollow charges, 
of native leaders who are making some attempt to improve the social and policital 
standing of their people. Not only are the coloured races virtually left leader­
less politically, but those arrested, having lost their jobs, are ruined economically. 
The second resolution was aimed at preventing television falling into private 
hands. Such a venture would inevitably be run commercially, with the consequent 
submergence of any contentious viewpoint or subject which might prejudice the 
public against the sponsor. When it is realised that television is one of the 
most effective means of channelling mass opinion and thought, the abuses of 
its control in the hands of big business are at once apparent.

When these resolutions were passed, no-one expected that the South African 
Government would immediately throw open the prison doors, or that Mr Nash 
would summon an emergency session of the House of Representatives to pass a 
Television Act. Their importance lay in the fact that the united opinion of one 
hundred University students had been expressed on two contentious topics, and 
had been brought to the attention of the Governments concerned. If differences 
of opinion exist, why should not they be aired in the appropriate places?

I have deliberately extended the story of these two resolutions from fact 
into fiction. They were not referred to the appropriate places. They progressed 
no further than the N.Z.U.S.A. Easter Council table where they were interred, 
in the space of two minutes, in a leather-bound minute book.

Bureaucratic Fence
Congress was instigated by N.Z.U.S.A. —  one of the most intelligent things 

they have ever done. Unfortunately their intelligence petered out before they 
had completed the job. Congress remains an official part of N.Z.U.S.A., and 
therefore anything that is said or done by students at Congress is said in the 
name of N.Z.U.S.A. Now if anyone had bothered to attend a meeting of the 
recent Easter Council, they would soon have discovered the range of resolutions 
and topics which N.Z.U.S.A. considers worthy of attention. Anything which is 
not strictly confined to the practical facets of student life (such as bursaries, 
scholarships, tournament accounts, other Student Unions, etc.) is disposed of 
quickly, either with a condescending smile, or an apprehensive glance at the 
Constitution.

The fate of the Congress resolutions can be imagined. The onus was on the 
discussion and argument most heartily as being a magnificent achievement for 
Colleges to take up whichever motions they wished. The President passed through 
the resolutions as fast as he could read them. All the delegates looked wearily 
at each other, and kept silent, and that was student opinion at Congress par­
celled up for another year. The reason for the complete rejection of the resolu­
tions is hoary: “We cannot pass Congress motions,” says N.Z.U.S.A., “because 
that would mean that we advocate them, whereas only Congress does.” And 
this peat little rejoinder is produced every time the question arises, as if it auto­
matically removes all responsibility from N.Z.U.S.A. In actual fact, they are 
New Zealand students, and then proceeded at successive Council meetings to 
prevent the products of this discussion being known to anyone except those 
who produced them. At the last Congress, Mr Galvin, President of N.Z.U.S.A., 
was asked what chance there was of the resolutions being passed. He answered 
simply, “None!” (He might have added —  “and I couldn’t care less.” ) Soon 
afterwards a motion was passed requesting a degree of autonomy for Congress, 
allowing the students there to publicise resolutions themselves in the name of 
Congress, not N.Z.U.S.A. This, too, was thrown out at the recent Council Meeting.

This situation has existed since Congress first began, nine years ago. N.Z. 
U.S.A. delegates have not displayed any interest in correcting it, even when it 
is pointed out to them, let alone having sufficient initiative or gumption to do 
it themselves. The do not absolve themselves by pointing to it as a “ flaw” of 
administration. In fact, the whole affair tends to confirm what many people 
suspect: N.Z.U.S.A. delegates and members of Res. Exec, are being presumptu­
ous in calling themselves student leaders. They might be termed administrators,

but they do not lead New Zealand students anywhere. (I do not pretend to 
base this statement on the Congress incident alone. There are many examples 
of plain non-activity. How consistently has the Auckland Exec, publicly advertised 
any student opinion or claims over the site question?)

There is only one way in which the anomaly of the Congress resolutions 
could be permanently rectified. The constitutional status of Congress within N.Z. 
U.S.A. would have to be changed at a Council Meeting, so as to give it power 
to publicise and announce resolutions in the name of New Zealand Universities’ 
Congress. The procedure would involve the presentation of a remit from one of 
the constituent Colleges or from Resident Executive, followed by discussions 
round the table. Finally, a vote, which would either accept the remit, to be writ­
ten into the Constitution, or reject it. Of course, quite apart from the difficulty 
of getting any of the Colleges to sponsor such a remit, a hurdle exists in the 
individual persons who attend the Councils as delegates. I heard one delegate 
from a southern College remark, oh! so jokingly: “By jove, we must have 
had a radical lot of people at Congress this year.” —■ from which' I gained the 
impression that to him, a radical was someone who did not believe in the 
things in which he was interested.

Their Objections
From the opinions of several Exec, members and N.Z.U.S.A. delegates, it 

seems clear that the strongest objection to giving Congress a measure of autonomy 
lies in “words.” N.Z.U.S.A. has an almost fanatical fear of being connected in 
any way with matters outside its self prescribed orbit, and imagines that due 
to the similarity of the words “Congress” and “Council,” they might be accredited 
as the origin of the Congress resolutions. (The shame of it!.. It seems surpris­
ing that such piffling objections warrant serious thought or discussion. —  but 
they get it nevertheless.

Auckland?

I can see no reason why Auckland should not put forward a remit at the 
next Council Meeting in August. Auckland students showed more interest in 
the last Congress than those of any other College —  we had the greatest dis­
tance to travel and were represented by the largest numbers. I fail to see any
need for proving a case —  what has to be done is plain for anyone to see.
If your teeth turned bright purple overnight, would you spend a couple of months 
in the middle of a pile of medical dictionaries before you came to the startling 
conclusion that your teeth really should be white ?

And It's Exec.
The Executive could be forced into action by the passing of a motion at

the next A.G.M. — a motion which should receive the support of all students.
Again, the Executive itself could act on their own initiative, for which we would 
verily rejoice. And perhaps it should be remembered that we will be electing 
a new Exec., and new membrs before the next Council Meeting. Any new 
blood around the table would do well to galvanise the older hands into action. 
They would certainly receive plenty of support from the student body.

— B. G. FA V IL LE .

CONTEMPORARY PRINTS
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FOLLOWING UP
The large amount of copy submitted 

the subject of religion indicates that 
to Craccum in the past few weeks on 
there has been great interest shown bv 
many students in Christianity. This 
editorial is not concerned, however, 
with going into all the pros and cons 
of the subject of Billy Graham and 
his place in the life of Aucklanders, 
but to point out to Christians and non- 
Christians one important piece of ‘ fol­
low-up” work that could be accom­
plished.

Billy Graham was obsessed with the 
idea that ‘‘the world was in grave 
danger.” This is obvious to all who 
see the problem of the hydrogen bomb, 
and the many times that it has almost 
been used in an abortive attempt by 
certain world “statesmen” to “end the 
threat of communism.” (Of course 
Russia could equally be as guilty.) Billy

Graham has placed into the minds of 
people a fear of death by a T hird  
W orld War, which could wipe out all 
mankind. Thus now is the time for 
the Movement against the Manufac­
ture, Testing, and Use of Nuclear 
Weapons, set up recently in Auckland, 
to publicise more widely the admirable 
aims and objects they put forward, 
Billy Graham said to all new Chris­
tians that in addition to receiving 
Christ, they should “get out into the 
community and take a stand on moral 
issues.” Whether the people will re­
spond to a publicity campaign is im­
material in deciding whether to adver­
tise more widely the real facts about 
“ brinkmanship” in the world today: 
an opportunity presents itself and 
ought to be used while there exists in 
the community an attitude conducive 
towards deeper thinking on important 
world problems.

FREEDOM l
“ Freedom” is a much-abusecl word 

these days. One of its most misleading 
uses arises from the word “ freedom” 
and the phrase “ uncontrolled by the 
state” are synonomous. Arguments as 
to whether it is desirable for this or 
that concern to be run by the state 
are perfectly legitimate. W hat is ob­
jectionable is the way in which some 
of those who oppose state enterprise 
talk of all government concerns as if 
they were in some mysterious way “ un­
free,” and hence obviously undesirable.

A  perfect example of this kind of 
reasoning can be seen in the briefly- 
quoted remarks of Professor Forder in 
the N.Z. Herald recently. “ Except for 
the judiciary and the press,” he is 
quoted as saying, “ I know of no im­
portant secular activity exempt from 
government control. A ll those who still 
prefer freedom to servitude . . . must 
cherish those institutions still free.” 
T he professor pointed out that we 
have in this country “ no independent 
radio or any important part of our 
educational system free from the in­
terference of officials.”

Now what would be the actual re­
sults of more of this kind of “ free­
dom?” In effect, it would mean that 
certain institutions and services, now

The report of the Government’s Com­
mission of Inquiry on New Zealand Uni­
versities to be produced later this year 
will be the most significant document 
affecting our Universities since the war. 
Because of the importance which will be 
attached to its findings, work in prepara­
tion for representations has been accorded 
a high priority in New Zealand Univer­
sities Students’ Association activities this 
year. At Easter this year N.Z.U.S.A. 
Council formulated its policy regarding 
submissions to the Commission. The N.Z. 
U.S.A. Education Committee’s work will 
be restricted for the time being to the 
preparation of these submissions, and will 
be directed by its Chairman, Mr Murray 
Pickering, a Vice-President of N.Z. 
U.S.A., and a former President of Can­
terbury University Students’ Association.

Major Submissions
The last major representations made 

by the Association to an outside official 
body were the bursary submissions be­
gun in 1952. These have been described 
by the Director of Education as the 
best prepared case to be put to the 
Government in the educational field in 
recent years. To maintain this high stand­
ard of work it has been decided that 
major submissions will be prepared on 
two subjects only —  first a full-scale 
submission on student financial assistance 
with a view to increasing the level of 
bursary assistance and removing anoma­
lies in the system and secondly a full- 
scale submission on student accommoda­
tion to be prefaced by an analysis of the 
results of the Student Accommodation 
questionnaire and made with a view of 
obtaining improved living conditions for 
students. Informatice comments on either 
of these matters would be welcomed by 
the A.U.S.A. Education Committee which 
will be collecting and investigating 
material from Auckland students.

There are various other topics upon 
which students wish to express their

W e are not desperate

controlled by the state, would be run 
by private enterprises. T h e “ interfer­
ence” of officials would be replaced 
by that of private owners. For whom is 
this more free? (apart from the priv- 
te owners) “ Free” radio and television 
in the U.S.A. means that opinions con­
trary to those of the programme spon- 
sers and station owners are never 
broadcast. (See the complaints of Stan 
Freyberg.) Government employees may 
be biased when the yclecide what they 
will allow on the air. Private owners 
most certainly well be. As for our 
government-controlled education sys­
tem in what ways is King’s College 
more free than, say, Auckland Gram­
mar?

There are great dangers in the con­
trol of the methods of mass-communica­
tion as well as other necessary services) 
by particular sections of the communi­
ty. In a democratic country, the free­
dom of the individual may best be 
guaranteed by government participa­
tion in, rather than withdrawal from, 
the nation’s affairs. There was a time 
when employers were “ free” to work 
their employees 14 hours a day in 
dangerous and unsanitary coalmines. 
Do we want to prevent officials from 
interfering in these matters, so as to 
regain our lost “ freedom” ?

policy and opinions but for which the 
Association is not in a position to carry 
out detailed investigation, or which are 
primarily the concern of other interested 
organizations. Supplementary statements 
will be made for example in support of 
the retention of the Curriculum Commit­
tee of the New Zealand University Sen­
ate on the grounds that an equivalence 
in academic standards, particularly at 
entrance and intermediate course levels, 
is desirable; in support of moves to 
encourage independent endowments or 
grants for University purposes; and in 
support of submissions for improved 
staff/student ratios and higher salaries 
for University teachers.

Local Submissions

It is expected, following the pattern 
of the Murray Report in Australia, that 
the Commission will be dealing with 
the Universities individually as well as 
collectively, and any detailed submissions 
made conerning problems peculiar to 
Auckland from the students’ point of 
view would be considered. It is under 
this heading that much of the local work 
will be done, suggestions so far having 
been along the lines of Students’ As­
sociation buildings and amenities and 
student welfare services. Any detailed 
comments you have on these or on other 
suggestions would be appreciated pre­
ferably in the form of a letter to the 
Chairman of the A.U.S.A. Committee.

The value of the submissions to the 
Commission depends to a considerable 
extent on the interest of students gener­
ally as demonstrated by your willingness 
to assist in the compilation of facts on 
these various matters. We shall probably 
ask for help from many of you from 
time to time via “ Craccum” or Notice 
Boards —  please don’t hesitate to give 
it. — B E V E R L E Y  SNOOK.

for copy. But the editors of OUTLINE will be glad to get articles on 
any subject you like to write about . . .
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Easter Tournament 
Results

Otago won again, but only just this year. Auckland, winning more 
first places than any other colleges lacked the better teamwork of 
Otago, and finished two points behind. Canterbury was third, and 
Victoria, of the four main colleges again finished top of the drinking 
horn but with the wooden spoon for the rest.

Otago— 32.

Auckland— 30.
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Canterbury— 23.

Victoria— 16.

Massey— 1.

Lincoln— 0.

Cricket: i Canterbury (8 points).
2 Auckland (3 points).
3 Otago (3 points).

Basketball: Otago 34, Victoria 5; Auckland 19, Canterbury 14.

Final points—1 Auckland (8 points).
2 Otago (4 points).
3 Canterbury (2 points).

North Island 22, South Island 14.

Yachting: Final points: 1 Otago (396.7 — 8 points).
2 Victoria (328.6 — 4 points).
3 Canterbury (251.9 — 2 points).

Tennis: Finals: Victoria 5, Otago 1; Auckland 5, Otago 1.
1 Auckland — 25 (8 points).
2 Victoria — 23 (4 points).
3 Otago — 14 (2 points).

Athletics: Final points: 1 Auckland — 80 ( 8 points).
2 Otago — 72 (4 points).
3 Canterbury — 62 ( 2 points).

Shooting: Final points: 1 Victoria — 1217 (8 points).
2 Otago — 1145 (4 points).
3 Canterbury — 1074 (2 points).

Rowing: Fights—Otago (M. B. Gill, C. T . Harper, D. H. C. Davidson, D. M. 
Calder, D. Rae, J. M. Scott, W. S. Tongue, P. Parkinson, W. Flexman, 
cox), 1: Canterbury 2; Lincoln 3. Three lengths, one and a half lengths. 
Fours: Auckland No. 1 (E. Wheadon, N. Supsworth, S. Walker, A. Wilson, 
R. Brown, cox), 1; Canterbury 2; Lincoln 3. Tw o lengths, one and a 
half lengths.

Double Sculls: Lincoln (B. Watson, H. Cox, N. Muir, cox), 1; Otago 2, 
Four lengths.

W omen’s Invitation Fours: North Shore (Misses Eyre, Barry, Harkins 
and Kania), 1; Auckland University 2: Canterbury University 3. Three 
lengths, six feet.

Invitation Eights: West End Seniors (M. Watkinson, Storey, O ’Callaghan, 
Russell, Keenan, P. Watkinson, Williams, McGovern, R. Page, cox), 1; 
New Zealand Universities (Gill, Harper, Davidson, D. Calder, Makin, 
Grant, Dent, H. Calder, W. Faulkner, cox), 2.

Swimming: Diving—Men: W. McCarroll (V) 1, R. Swindell (O) 2, G. Jacobson 
(O) 3. Women: A. Orr (A) 1.

Water Polo—Championship: Otago 9, Victoria 6; Auckland 7, Canterbury 
5. Result: Auckland 3 wins, 1; Otago 2, 2; Victoria 1, 3.

Men’s Events—220yds breaststroke: I. McDonald (C) 1, R. Richards (C) 
2, D. Fisher (V) 3. Tim e 3m. 4.1s. 220yds freestyle: J. Sneyd (A) 1, D. 
Paviour-Smith (V) 2, B. Thwaite (O) 3. Tim e 2m. 25.4s. 110yds back- 
stroke: R. Knight (O) 1, G. Elmsley (O) 2, Paviour-Smith 3. Tim e 77.1s. 
Women’s Events—110yds freestyle: R. Lennie (O) 1, S. Littlejohn (O) 2, 
}. Twigg (V) 3. Tim e 78.7s. 110yds backstroke: F. Bullivant (C) 1, J. 
Nelson (O) 2, A. Carnegie (A) 3. Tim e 87.8s. 55yds butterfly: L. Orbell 
(O) 1, K. McCallum (O) 2, A. Carnegie 3. Tim e 41.8s. 55yds freestyle: 
Lennie 1, Tw igg 2, B. Knott (C) 3. Tim e 34.7s. 55yds freestyle invitatioh: 
L. Norman (A) 1, Lennie 2, J. Beck (A) 3. Tim e 34s. 110yds breaststroke: 
Orbell 1, McCallum 2, M. Hunter (C) 3. Tim e 95.9s. 330yds combined 
relay: Otago 1, Canterbury 2, Auckland 3. Tim e 5m. 3.7s. 220yds women’s 
medley: L. Orbell (O) 1, K. McCallum (O) 2, A. Carnegie (A) 3. Tim e 
3m. 30.9s. 440yds men’s freestyle: J. Sneyd (A) 1, R. McLean (C) 2, R. 
McBarron (C) 3. Time 2m. 24.5s. 110yds senior men’s butterfly: G . 
Leach (O) 1, R. McLean (C) 2, W. Howes (V) 3. Tim e 74.7s.

ON SALE SOON . . .

N U C  L E U S
A11 independent literary periodical published by Auckland Students 

include short stories, articles, poetry,

. . . all for one shilling.

Copy for Nuclueus 4 wanted.
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Zanyopolis
This show promises to be the biggest, brightest, wittiest, most star-spangled, &c., &c., of all Revues 

to date. The cast is definitely the largest yet, with a chorus of thirty-five and many more or less well- 
known people in leading parts.

Revue takes on a new look with new writer Vince O'Sullivan, who has made history by having the 
script finished before rehearsals started. Borrie Prendergast is producing the show for the second time. 
His experience will bring Revue to new heights (we hope).

Zanyopolis runs at the Playhouse from May 2 to May 9 Concessions will be available to students on 
the opening night and Monday.

Keep an eye open for the 45 record of "Graveyard Rock," one of the hits from this year's Revue. It 
should be out soon.
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Grahamitis
Sir,

During the past few  weeks, thê c ity  has 
been subjected to an intensive pub lic ity  cam ­
paign , herald ing the a rriva l of Dr. B illy  
G raham . Th is  in itse lf .is  not unusual, every 
visiting  rock 'n 'ro ll a rtist  is given the  same 
treatm ent. W hat is surprising is th a t the 
Editor of Craccum  should join in the clam our 
and splash B illy  Graham  across the front page. 
Not only was there the invariab le  photograph, 
which has been g laring  a t us from  luminous 
p ink posters for weeks, but there was an 
accom panying artic le  which m ight have been 
w ritten  by a doting g reat aunt of the evan ­
gelist.

In a newspaper w ritten by U n iversity  stud­
ents, the " In te lle c tu a ls "  of the country , one 
would expect to find  if  not some elem ents of 
logic, a t least some sem blance of an appeal 
to the in te llect. In M r. Bu ll's  a rtic le , we 
find  ne ither. Instead , we are served up a
luscious dish of p latitudes and unsubstantiated 
superlatives. Mr. Bull apparently  regards his 
readers as ignorant yokels. To  be persuaded 
into going to hear his idol by such phrases 
as "g reatest liv ing  spokesman of the 
C h u rches", e tc ., show that his e ffo rts  are  
more rem iniscent of those of the movie moguls 
who seek to a ttra c t  people to th ird  rate  film s 
by the use of such ad jectives as "stupendo us", 
" te r r ify in g " , "th e  em otional experience of a 
life t im e " , etc . Not only does he overlook the 
fa c t  th a t we can th in k  for ourselves, he 
a c tu a lly  warns us not too, saying th a t a fte r 
a ll if  "1 40 ,0 0 0  'dinkum  Aussies' can g o ," we 
can , too. If  140 ,000 A u stra lian s did go to 
see G raham , then we must pay trib u te , not 
to his power as a speaker, or to his ideas, 
but rather to the e ffo rts  of his pub lic ity  men.

I am only a fresher, but w ith in  my lim ited 
experience at A U , I have never found any 
evidence th a t M r. Bull has any right to set 
h im self up as relig ious adviser to the students 
a t the U n ive rs ity , yet in the only two copies 
of C raccum  I have read, M r. B u ll's  a rtic le s on 
religion have occupied a prom inent position. 
To me, th is seems rather like  "using  the paper 
a s *a n  instrum ent of propaganda for one set 
of id ea s,"  to quote the Student Jo u rna listic  
Code.

A dm itted ly everyone is entitled  to their 
opinion. But on m atters of relig ion, some 
opinions are better if they are not expressed, 
especia lly if  they are obviously aim ed at 
in fluencing  the m inds of others.

In conclusion, I would like to suggest tha t 
the standard  of Craccum  could be raised 
considerably if  such religious treatsies were 
excluded unless they were w ritten by a com ­
petent au thority  who was not inclined to blind 
hero-worship and em otional propaganda.

— A . L . K ingsbury.

S ir,
The other night I obeyed the m any adver­

tisem ents adorning the countryside and went 
to hear B illy  G raham . I went w ith an open 
m ind, prepared to forget my prejudices. L ike  
others, I was looking for som ething. I was 
prepared to share B illy  w ith  50 ,000  others; 
to fo rg ive  the o ffic ious "C h ris t ia n s"  with 
the red badge who told a com plaining lady 
whose view was being obstructed, "sh u t up—  
I can 't help it , lady."- I was prepared to 
partic ipate  in the saccarine-sw eet sentim ent 
of the Sankey hym ns; to join in the ecstatic  
murmur from  the old woman next to me 
when it was announced th a t Bev. Shea would 
croon "H e 's  got the whole wide world in his 
hands." I was even prepared to accept the 
eye-wash th at A uck land  was the most beau­
t ifu l c ity  in the world, though I had my 
doubts whether there would have been as 
m any "decisions for C h ris t"  a t the end had 
not the m aster primed his pupils so e ffe c ­
t ive ly .

In short, I accepted a ll the trick s  of the 
trade , even the "decisions for C h ris t"  them ­
selves, which in the back of my mind had 
a ll the flavo u r of the Pharisees and the 
neighbour a t ,the end of my street who 
parades her religion like a new hat. I had 
come to hear th a t God was a "God of 
Lo ve ,"  th a t the su ffe rings in T ibet and 
H ungary , in the ch ild ren 's wards a t hospitals, 
and in old fo lks ' homes could be rationalised  
by a reinterpretation of "th e  book th a t has 
revolutionised the w orld ." Th is  was to be 
the c lim ax  of the evening . The  orgasm fa iled  
to eventuate . In a riot of lectern thum ping , 
I was told th a t in the Cross I would see 
the love of God. Th is  one questionable act 
of love, remote from  our every day experience 
was to exp la in  the n inety-n ine cases of 
extrem e crue lty  th a t beset me at every turn . 
From th is exp lanatio n  I was to believe th a t 
a t last the Religious W ars of the 16th Cen­
tu ry  and the Atom  Bomb of 1945 could be 
veiled in white . I sighed, stretched my legs, 
and oozed my way out of the park  w ith 
49 ,999  others. I f  th is was the best th a t 
"th e  greatest living exponent of God" could 
do, then Bertrand Russell seemed like ly  to 
stand the test of fim e.

— M ichael Bassetf. 

Sir,
I would now (3 1 /3 /5 9 ) like  to m ake two

prophecies:
1. New Zea landers w ill b reak  a ll records, 

per head of population , fo r a ttendances a t

B illy  Graham  meetings.
2. They w ill, per head of population , b reak 

a ll records for the number of "decisions for 
C h r is t"  made at these meetings.

My reasons are fa ir ly  stra ig h tfo rw ard , but 
are  capab le of being elaborated. I consider 
New Zealanders to be p a rticu la rly  prone to 
such an appeal as B illy  Graham  has— a prone­
ness which is to a great exten t a reflection 
of the nature - of the com m unity in which 
they live. It is, I th in k , a fa ir ly  w idely 
recognised idea that people must have some­
thing to attach  them selves too, a m ovem ent, 
some idea, even some person w ith which they 
can identify  them selves. Such a th ing was 
the N azi movement in Germ any, fascism  in 
Ita ly , and such a thing elsewhere is Com ­
m unism , a Royal fam ily , a relig ion , be it 
C h ris tian ity  or worship of little  stone gods. 
New Zealand  is p articu la rly  lacking  in any 
great po litica l issue or idea to  which people 
can become attached— the very thought of 
street clashes between Labour and N ational 
supporters is m ildly am using. Po litica l in sti­
tutions at the University also reflect th is . 
Such emotions and needs find  outlet in other 
ways in th is country. The number of Religious 
C lubs in fhe University provides the clue to 
the d irection in which they flow . W e have 
here, a t least four major religious clubs, a ll 
to the best of my knowledge th riv ing  bodies; 
ten m inutes conversation in the C a f . is 
enough to convince anyone th at there are 
m any who are religiously inclined but not 
a f f ilia te d  to any club. It is reasonable , I 
th in k , to assume that energies which over­
seas find  outlet in political enthusiasm , in 
New Zealand  are directed towards religious 
ends.

Thus if the University can be taken  as 
being a t a ll representative of the country 
as a whole, and I th ink it can , surely Graham  
should have hired a bigger ground than C a r­
law P a rk , which holds a mere 30 ,000  souls.

— J . Orbell.

S ir,
As the B illy  Graham Crusade reached its 

conclusion and I tried to sum up my tota l 
impression, three things stood out in my 
mind.

The f irs t was the essential un ity of the 
Churches partic ipating . Ch ristians seemed 
to have  rea lized as never before their one­
ness in Christ Jesus. M inor d iffe rences of 
doctrine and practice were forgotten before 
the overwhelm ing unity on the centra l and 
fundam ental question of sa lvatio n  through 
fa ith  in Jesus Christ alone. The  increase of 
Christian  love and understanding which has 
resulted from the Crusade would in itse lf 
have ju stified  its existence.

Then in spite of crit ica l and pessim istic 
prophecies of mass em otionalism  there was 
found to be a spirit of ded ication, and awe 
but nothing of religious hysteria . The  mes­
sages were aim ed at the whole nature of m an , 
th a t is, his m ind, his emotions, and his w ill; 
no single fa ce t being om m itted or over­
em phasized. The tone of the addresses was 
au th o rita tive  and charged w ith v ita l serious­
ness, and most of the people who responded 
were in the same serious a ttitu d e  realising  
th a t eternal issues were at stake .

Perhaps the clearest impression of a ll was, 
th a t in spite of his powerful m in istry and 
force fu l personality, this Crusade was not 
B illy  G raham 's doing but it was the work of 
God. The message was not new nor even 
presented in a new fashion , for it is the 
same Gospel which has been preached for 
2 ,000  years. But the average m an's shell of 
ind iffe rence  has been pierced. For some 
thousands of people, Christ has taken  his 
righ tfu l position guiding a ll phases of life , 
m undane and sp iritual. Can m an a ffe c t  th is? 
Rather it was with truth th a t the choir sang, 
"T o  God be the glory, great th ings He hath 
done."

— Lorna R. Brewerton.
Sir,

I am  a fu ll member of the Ang lican  Church.
I don't like Am erican methods and I disagree 
w ith certa in  details of his teach ing . W hy 
then did I go to hear B illy Graham  and what 
do I th in k  he has done for me and for th is 
c ity  and university?

I went because I try not to judge a man 
w ithout having heard him and because I fe lt  
th a t perhaps he might do something for the 
"g reat unw ashed". I cam e, I saw and B illy  
Graham  conquered— I still don't agree with 
everyth ing he says but I th in k  he's the best 
thing th at has happened in th is c ity  in years. 
A nd , contrary  to expectation I found no 
em ofionalism  in the audience— just intenrness 
end deep thought.

On the personal level, although the gospel 
sing ing, e tc ., rasped my nature , I had my 
fa ith  strengthened because he made me ques­
tion it and measure it aga inst his own— I 
still have a long way to go.

As for fh is city and un ive rs ity— he has 
started  several thousands on the road to 
Christ and a ll He stands for and he has sef 
others in search of that road. He has united 
the churches and given a ll the ir members a 
good shaking-up . But most im portant of a ll, 
in my opinion, he has made religion once 
more a subject for conversation. In the past 
week or so we have discussed religion in this 
un iversity  w ith as much acrim ony and vigour 
as, in the past, we have discussed history 
and politics. A t last we have  begun to 
th ink  about it. — R. Denham.

Sir,
A lthough I have heard B illy  G raham , and 

have been impressed by his crusade, the 
follow ing rem ained unanswered in my mind.

Our God is a God of love— yet if  we do 
not turn  to h im , according to Dr. G raham , 
we w ill experience a second death (Eternal 
Dam nation). W ithout tak ing  aw ay our free 
w ill, would it not be possible for a God of 
love, a fte r  our physical death , to show us our 
m istakes and o ffe r us another chance on 
earth?

If  God creates us in his own image (not 
physical im age), does he m ake our soul 
im m ortal as he h im self is? If  so then how 
can som ething im m ortal cease to ex is t for 
e tern ity? (i.e ., experience second sp iritua l 
death).

I f  God created us so th a t he would love us, 
then :

(1) W as he lonely before we were created?
(2) W as he perfect or did he need some­

thing to love?
(3) Can God not rise above emotion?
As God sent Christ to pay for our sins 

obviously Christ is one way to heaven but:
(1) ls he the only way?
(2) ls the system  th at preceded Christ of 

no use now? (or was there no way to God 
then?).

(3) Has the D ala i Lam a no hope of 
redemption and not even a "second ch an ce" 
(as he believes).

I th in k  Reincarnation sounds more like  the 
plan of a loving, yet just God. — A .J .C .B .

Sir,
Out of the m ist of M ichael Jackson 's prose, 

a few of his opinions emerge. " I f , "  he tells 
us, " a  man ca lls  upon his own conscience in 
deciding between right and wrong, he will 
surely m ake the right a c t io n ."  Th is  is by no 
means the case. For the fa c t  of the  m atter 
is th a t one m an's conscience m ay g ive d irec­
tion in one w ay, his neighbour's in the oppo­
site . One m an w ill be a "conscientious 
ob jecto r", even to the death , aga inst some 
law and custom which another accepts as 
obviously right. My conscience tells me that 
cap ita l punishm ent is wrong; but it is hard 
for me not to do the advocates of the death 
penalty the honour of believing th at a t least 
cne c f  them has exam ined his conscience 
on the m atter. Ghandi obeyed the ca ll of 
duty as he understood it . So did his assassin : 
he sa id , "C u t me into little  p ieces, and I 
will still m ain ta in  I did r ig h t ."  The cannibal 
dees not, I im agine, th in k  th a t he is doing 
wrong; nor apparently  does M ichael Jackson . 
He regrets th a t "m an y Ch ristians answer the 
conscience created for them by Church in­
doctrination rather than the conscience of 
the ir own se lf"  (w hatever th a t m ay m ean). 
But surely if 'church indoctrination' or any 
other sort of moral instruction could convince 
the cannibal that the d ictates of his con­
science were inadequate in what they had to 
say (or ra ther, om m itted to say) about k illing  
and eating  other fe llow s, it would be a ll to 
the good. Conscience, it should be obvious, 
is a t least partly  determined by the e th ica l 
codes w ith which it comes in co n tact; it is 
not an unchanging and independent intuition 
im planted w ith in  us as an in fa llib le  guide to 
moral behaviour.

The - rest of your correspondent's letter is 
so fu ll of contrad ictions that no-one need 
argue aga inst him , for he is his own most 
form idable opponent. Am id the other poppy­
cock he dishes up is the statem ent of his 
belie f " th a t  no m an, no m atter how strong 
his convictions, should consciously strive  to 
m ake others accept his own v iew s ."  Th is 
sort of th ing , if taken  seriously , m akes a 
m ockery out of philosophy, relig ion, aesthetics, 
science, and just about everyth ing else, and 
cne wonders w hy, if M r. Jackson  is not try ing  
to persuade anyone of anyth ing , he went to 
the trouble of a iring  his own p articu la r views 
a t a ll. ,

— M acD. P. Jackson .

Sir,

Yo ur correspondent M ichael Jackson  shows 
considerable in te llectua l courage in his 
attem pt tc  th in k  out religion for h im self. 
However, I feel bound to question some of 
his premises.

F irst, his assum ption that the purpose of 
each m an's life  is " fu ll se lf- rea lisa tio n ". If 
by se lf-rea lisation  he means the aw areness and 
perfecting  of one's inherent good qualities, 
he is sim ply begging the question. To say 
th a t a m achine is fu lf illin g  its purpose as 
soon as a ll its parts are in smooth running 
order is nonsense. The m achine did not make 
itse lf. It was designed for an overall pur­
pose, the production of som ething outside of 
itse lf , whether it be light or a packet of ice- 

■ cream . S im ila rly , unless you m ain ta in  th a t 
man created h im se lf, it is c lea r th a t the pur­
pose of a m an's life  cannot be m erely w ith­
in h im self. M ay I suggest th a t the real 
m eaning c f  "se lf- re a lisa tio n " is "function ing  
harm oniously towards a purpose externa l to 
o n ese lf." It follows, of course, th a t that 
purpose must be the p articu la r one for which 
the m achine (or the m an) was designed.

Secondly, M r. Jackso n 's argum ent th a t be­
cause every m an is created d iffe ren t, his 
m ature set of religious conceots will be va lid  
for no one but h im se lf, and he therefore has 
no right to "e va n g e lize " . Th is  is fa ir  
enough for the m an whose' highest standard  
is an extension of h im self (and Mr. Jackson 's 
ideo of conscience adds up to no more than 
th a t) . But for 2 ,000  years there has been
a sm all but v ita l com m unity of men who 
cla im  th at there is another standard ; th a t in 
fa c t  God took hum an form  and lived among 
his creatu res, dem onstrating the w ay he 
wanted them  to Jive ; and fu rth e r, th a t he is 
s t ill, in some m ysterious w ay, present among 
that com m unity . Th e ir records have stood 
up to the severest scrutiny of sc ien tific  
scho larship . If  the ir cla im  is true , th a t Christ 
was tru ly  God (which Christ h im self c la im ed), 
then the m an who accepts the existence of 
God must also accept the demands of Christ 
on his life .

In sum , then , if  the cla im s of Christ are 
true , his followers have no option but to pre­
sent them  to a ll m en; and as a co ro lla ry , 
these cla im s must be va lid  for a ll men. Mr. 
Jackso n 's  argum ent assumes th a t C h ris tian ity  

is only a system  of e th ics; but if he bothered

to exam ine any one of the Gospels for him­
se lf he would rea lise  th a t there are more 
than m ental concepts involved.

— M argaret W eatherley.

Sir,
Mr. Devonshire's letter illu strates graphic­

a lly  the typ ica l archetype of the bodgie in the 
popular m ind; for that reason alone if is 
rather interesting .

He begins by pointing out th a t the bodgie 
is also  appearing in East Germ any and Russia. 
T rue , and it is noteworthy th a t in these 
countries it is the children of the privileged 
upper s tra ta , the bureaucracy , who are  delin­
quent, rather than working class children, as 
here. In a society where social prestige is 
d irectly  related to social u tility , as it is in 
Russia , it is the attem pt to m ake the bureau­
cracy  hered itary that constitutes the only 
possible form of revolt aga inst th a t society 
for adolescents. Th is  too takes the form of 
a teenage revolt based unconsciously on 
h ie ra rch ia l social va lues: hence its similarity 
to its W estern counterpart.

M r. Devonshire asks w hat social order 
would rid the world of the bodgie. This 
assumes tha t the "bodgie" is an e v il, an 
assum ption th a t M r. Devonshire m ay not, and 
I did not, m ake in' my a rtic le . If  he reads 
my a rtic le  ca re fu lly , he m ay also notice that 
I suggest th a t a society in which social values 
are  m eaningfu l to the com m unity— where they 
are not, for the great m ajo rity of the people 
something a rb itra ry  and imposed from above 
— would remove the necessity for minority 
social groups to e laborate social va lues of 
the ir own to m ake society m eaningful to 
them .

The point about "B a b y "  and "tru e  love"— 
certa in ly  they have been in common usage in 
A m erica for a long tim e. My point, however, 
was th a t these term s were now being used in 
popular songs to a g reater extent than before, 
and , th is indicated a change in the con­
sciousness of the popular song audience. Mr. 
Devonshire does not inva lidate  th is point.

I did not refer to the screen as a venue 
for two-dim ensional b ru ta lity . I suggested 
the bodgies did. I also did not say th a t the 
structure of our governm ent was responsible 
for bodgeism. I said the structure of our 
society was responsible. I did not say the 
bodgies were creating  some sweeping new 
social order. I said they were not advocating 
any "p o lit ica l p rogram m e", but were uncon­
sciously "re jecting  accepted social va lues and 
setting up new h iera rch ia l social va lues of 
the ir ow n." Bodgies do not, as fa r  as any­
body knows, "se ttle  down a fte r a few years 
to become model c it ize n s ."  Bodgeism has 
only existed  as a phenomenon for a very 
short tim e— too short for us to m ake any 
conclusions about their adu lt behaviour, be­
cause they have not had tim e to become 
adults .

As M r. Devonshire m akes no attem pt to 
substantiate  his point about bodgeism not 
being new, I cannot argue with him over this. 
M r. Devonshire su ffe rs from not adopting a 
sc ien tific  attitud e  to th is problem. He would 
do well to study M arx 's  sc ien tific  sociological 
analyses. — O. J .  Gager.

S ir,
M ay I echo M r. Devonshire's plea that Mr. 

Gager return to devoting his energies to his 
humorous a rtic le s on socia list ideals. Not 
every U n iversity  can c la im  to have in its 
m idst a po litica l w it of M r. Gager's calibre, 
and I feel th a t he should m ake the fullest 
use of his g ift  in the field  in which he has 
gained his notoriety. Those of us who look 
to M r. Gager's a rtic le s and his ca fe te ria  ex­
h ib itions to cast aside our blues w ill be some­
what apprehensive about th is recent indication 
of a deterioration in the standard  of the 
enterta inm ent. But besides its entertainment 
va lu e , there is the more va luab le  achieve­
ment of M r. Gager's lite ratu re  in holding up 
socia list theories to public rid icu le , so that 
the free world, and especia lly the right wing 
would indeed regret any  lapse in his energies 
on their beha lf. I f  M r. Gager has been a 
little  d isheartened by the fact tha t those 
expressing interest in the Conservative Club 
on their Stud. Assn , cards th is year out­
numbered his prospective fans by 97 to 53, 
I would console him with the thought that his 
adherents m ake up for their lack  of number 
by the volum e of noise per cap ita  which they 
m ake.

— C. C. Hayden.
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Sir ,
It is distressing to see the name of "book- 

th ie f"  applied to members of th is U n iversity . 
Such pettiness as book-thieving one finds 
hard to associate  w ith U n ivers ity  students, 
and yet th is p ractice  appears to be prevalent 
in the A .U . Booksta ll, and , to a more serious 
extent, in our U n iversity  lib rary . U nfortun­
ate ly , under the present lib rary  system , it is 
quite an  easy m atter for an unscrupulous 
student to enter the lib ra ry , pocket a book 
and m ake o ff , w ithout arousing any sus­
picion. There is a number of students, I am 
aware, who do not bother to purchase te x t­
books, but hope to m anage w ithout. Per- 
hape it is such students who filch  lib rary  
books. In my opinion, students who cannot 
muster up enough interest in the ir subjects 
even to buy the necessary texts should not 
trouble to attend lectures. Everyone can 
afford to buy the books: I have yet to meet 
a penniless student ( i.e ., one who is per­
m anently so). A t  any  ra te , books can be 
purchased second-hand a t ve ry  moderate cost.

There seems to be no remedy for the 
library s ituatio n , short of posting sentinels 
at the doors to check the books of a ll stud­
ents leaving the lib rary . But even th is m ea­
sure m ight not deter the most audacious cu l­
prits. If  Honesty is not to be found among 
University students, it is, in the common 
phrase, a "poor show ", and says little  for the 
integrity of our society as a whole.

One more point. Another set of cu lp rits 
who made use of the lib rary  are  "book- 
scribblers". It is sheer vandalism  to scribble 
in lib rary  books, defacing and m utilating  
articles which are  for public use. One should 
look a fte r  lib rary  books, and reta in  them in 
the condition in which they were borrowed. 
Surely th is is not too much to expect.

— Elaine J .  Lee.

Sir,
I was much puzzled to  see an ed itoria l in 

the last issue of Craccum  with the heading 
"The Seventh Com m andm ent". Quoting only 
from m emory, I believe th a t th is  particu la r 
law forbids ad u lte ry . Please do not th in k  
that I am in favou r of ad u lte ry ; fa r  from 
it. Indeed, I welcomed your editoria l as a 
long overdue a tta c k  upon the notoriously 
lax morals of th is U n iversity . But I com­
pletely fa il to see why you should forbid 
adultery when your editoria l is concerned with 
the S .C .M . bookstall. You w ill, I th in k , agree 
with me th a t a t firs t sight, the injunction 
seems rather unnecessary.

I have since given th is problem some 
thought and several solutions have occurred 
to me. I list them in the order I thought 
of them , w ithout reference to m erit.

(1) You were, a t the tim e of w riting , under 
the impression th a t adu lte ry  is rife  among the 
members of the S .C .M ., and , remembering 
their special interest in the B ib le , you chose 
this method of adm inistering  a qu ietly  know­
ledgeable rebuke. Speaking personally , I can 
only say th a t I keep an open mind about the 
imm orality which you suggest is present in 
the S .C .M . You m ay well know more about 
this than I. But do they, S ir, behave so badly 
that you m ust single them out for a ttack?

(2) You do not know your com m andm ents. 
This, I feel w ith regret, is a ll too possible 
in our present athe istic  day and age.

(3) Th is  problem m ay, on the other hand, 
be the result of what is popularly known as 
Freudian error; th a t is, your subconscious, 
Sir, m ay be concerned not w ith relig ion, as I 
feel th a t m ine m ay be, but w ith sex. In 
this case, it would be natu ra l for you to put 
these som ewhat sordid and apparently  irre­
levant references throughout your paper. 
Without anger, S ir, I feel th a t I must say 
that your sex life  and your editing should be 
kept separate.

I personally accept the last exp lanation  as 
being the most beau tifu l but I am  prepared 
to be convinced th a t (1) or, indeed, (2) are 
nearer the tru th .

— R. M. S. Tudehope.
(Craccum  m ainta ins a d iscreet silence .— -Ed.)

Sir,
Why, if  W om en's House Com m ittee is to 

manage the Student notice boards, can they 
not arrange for someone to be in their com­
mittee-room to stam p the wretched posters? 
Five tim es I have  been there today, and not a 
(censored) soul to be seen.»

— P.C .
(Judy W ilson assured C raccum  th a t service 

is improving. A n yw ay , P .C ., Je richo  was en­
circled 13 tim es before anyth ing happened.—  
Ed.)

Sir,
The depleted ranks of Socialist Society 

would be swelled by my presence if  it e x­
pressed more serious in terest, if  not belie f in, 
true Socialism  and the w ritings of M arx .

Its a llian ce  w ith the cabal of petty poli­
ticians known as the Labour P arty  is mis­
leading to say the least.

— T . D eacon-Harry.

Sir,
Unkle Fav . w ill be pleased to know th a t 

when I find  my m achine-gun, the f irs t bullet 
has his name on it.

— Denis Len ihan .

Sir,
I must protest about the attitud e  adopted 

in your column "P e rip h e ry " . Though I am 
not qualified  to judge the worth of B illy  
Graham's w ork, I feel th a t, by reason of the 
principles it embodies and its undoubted 
sincerity, it deserves more than  the cyn ica l 
sneer which th is a rtic le  accords it. Perhaps 
the methods employed in the crusade are 
open to in telligent crit ic ism , but th is a rtic le , 
with its irrita ting  tone and shallow m ockery, 
falls fa r  short of ra tiona l d iscussion. The 
author's aim  m ay have been hum our, but 
this particu la r brand of taste less inanity- is 
out of p lace, when dealing w ith such a sub­
ject. The w rite r's sweeping derision is doubly 
irritating when it is remembered th a t, a t the 
time of w riting , he had not had an ODpor- 
tunity to -judge B illy  Graham  for h im self. *

— J.A.S.

"Craccum" is p u b lish ed  b y  the  A uck land  
University S tuden ts ' A ssociation, Princes St., 
Auckland, C .I., a n d  p rin ted  b y  the  Acm e 
Printing Co., 126 V incent St., A uck land , C .l.

MUSIC SOCIETY EXEC.
1959 CONCERTS H O TE S

Every Saturday evening, students of Cambridge University fill one of their 
halls to hear a complete two-hour programme of music given by fellow students; 
and the event has proved so popular that a few years ago it was decided to 
start something similar at our own University. A  committee was formed with 
Mr Roger Hollinrake as Chairman. At first, concerts were given only within the 
Music Department, where students gave informal performances of works they 
were studying. In 1957, however, it was decided to make these performances 
available to as many students as possible by presenting them in the Hall, and 
thus the Music Society’s lunch-hour concert series came into being.

The 1957 and 1958 Concerts have been so well attended that this year’s series 
will, it is hoped, run for longer than previous. The Concerts will be held on 
Fridays at 1 p.m. as usual. With the exception of two weeks, they will con­
tinue throughout the second term; leaflets, advertising dates and programmes will 
shortly be distributed.

The organisers have a large range of performers to draw on; in fact nearly 
every instrument is available. It may not be generally known that there is actually 
a course within the Music Department designed solely for performers; Students 
taking the course (The Executant Diploma in Music) are naturally the mainstay 
of the Concerts, which in turn give them experience in what is to be their pro­
fession. Audiences of the past two years will remember many student performers, 
such as Gail Jensen, who now playing with the National Orchestra; Peter Clarkin, 
now on his way to study in Vienna; and Coralie Leyland, at the moment further­
ing her musical career at the Adelaide Conservatorium. Well known performers 
whom we may hear again this year include Joan Cochrane, Ken Wilson, and 
Gordon Skinner.

This variety of performers enables students to hear works for piano, strings, 
wind instruments, and voice, and, of course, for combinations of these. Well known 
Auckland musicians such as Oliver Burton, Winifred Stiles, George Hopkins, and 
members of the University Music Staff will be supervising the perparation of 
such works. Programmes:

The programmes themselves are illustrative. That is to say, in general, each 
concert has a particular theme. Thus in 1958, there Were a concert of music 
for wind instruments, one of music by national composers, one of music by 
Bach, and one of 16th Century composers. This year it is hoped to include a 
concert by the Madrigal group and one by the University Orchestra, both of 
which took part in our 1958 programme. A  concert of outstanding interest in 
1959 is the proposed performance of Dido and Aeneas, which will be running 
for a short season in July. A  matinee performance of this may be included 
in the lunch-hour series; this should interest those who enjoyed Menotti’s “The 
Telephone” last year.

A  further function of the concerts is to assist young composers, as well 
as performers, in their musical studies; locally composed works of musical 
worth will therefore be included in programmes. One of the first of such items 
will be a bracket of songs and violin pieces by Garth Clcmson, wholse works 
have been played throughout the country.

Although these concerts are under the auspices of the Music Society, 
it is hoped that students of all faculties will be able to take part in them. Anyone 
interested in performing should contact a members of the Programmes Commit­
tee to arrange for an audition; but even if you are not a performer, come along 
to the Hall at 1 p.m. on Fridays and join the audience — it costs you nothing!

Programmes Committee, 1959: Mr R. B. Hollinrake (Chairman), Dawn In­
ness, Maxine Moller, Phillip Verran, Graeme Young, Terry Wilson, David Nalden.

U N IV E R S IT Y  BLAZERS
COLLEGE

REP
BLUES

MADE TO MEASURE or READY-TO-WEAR 
ALSO FOR A LL YOUR MERCERY & SUITS

THE HOUSE OF FLACKSON LTD.
KARANGAHAPE RD. Appointed by Stud. Assn.

A  most uninspiring meeting was held 
on 23rd March, which could not even 
manage to carry on past 11.30 p.m. The 
correspondence produced one “interest­
ing” item. The Exec, is apparently dis­
satisfied with the inadequate lighting in 
the eastern sector of Albert Park, and 
a letter was received from the City 
Council promising to rectify the matter. 
Actually, I don’t quote know what to 
think.

A  letter of resignation was received 
from Tony Holman. His teaching com­
mitments in WalrkWorth have forced 
him to relinquish the post of Chairman 
of M.H.C. Ray Moorhead was appointed 
by Exec, to replace him.

After the accounts for payment has 
passed the searching scrutiny of Mr 
Maidment’s financial gaze, the Association 
Accounts and Budget were discussed and 
duly passed. Incidentally, it is quite amaz­
ing the strange assortment of objects 
which get paid for under the category 
of “General” —  Exec’s photos, Exec’s 
badges, etc. It might also be recorded 
that Mr Maidment gave a hoarse cry 
of delight when he finally discovered that 
the working capital (i.e. real money, 
hard cash) of the Association amounts 
to £25-9-8.

It was decided to nominate Mr B. 
Galvin as President of N.Z.U.S.A. Mr 
Freyne obligingly vacated the chair in 
favour of Miss Snook (very strategic), 
only to see her having to exercise a cast­
ing vote anyway. Next Winter Tourna­
ment at Otago will see the institution 
of an Arts Festival, a venture which has 
been long discussed in Executives the 
length of the country. It will be run 
in conjunction with Tournament, and re­
presentatives from other Colleges have 
been invited to attend. (The scheme was 
elaborated upon by Otago in N.Z.U.S.A. 
Easter Council.) Exec, approved the 
principle of an Arts Festival.

A  somewhat Gilbertian situation 
evolved during the discussion on keys 
of the Student Block. It was decided 
to have duplicates of the keys to all 
rooms of the Block kept in Exec. room. 
The delicate question then arose of who 
was going to keep the key to the cup­
board which the keys are going to be 
kept in. (At least that was how I think 
it was.) Finally it was firmly resolved 
to fit the aforesaid cupboard with a lock 
the same as that on the Association door, 
which apparently removed all difficulties 
about keys.

Denis Taylor’s Report on Craccum, 
1958, was received and adopted without 
a murmur. From which one concludes 
that Exec, fully approves of Mr Taylor’s 
opinions on the administration of Crac­
cum Room:

“ . . . Craccum attracted a different 
kind of copy in 1958, which contained 
argument and controversy . . . and the 
room was one of the few places where 
students could gather to thrash out ideas. 
. . .  It is to be hoped therefore that 
consideratidns of propriety do not re­
sult in a restriction of all the activities 
of Craccum Room; iconoclasm can be 
distinguished from vandalism. The Exec, 
above all, will be aware that efficiency 
so often is obtained at the expense of 
intelligence.” -
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BUM ON REGARDLESS
Reply to The Artist is a Bum

Why does Mr. Wystan Curnow go to such lengths to attempt 
to define the social status of the artist, when the artist is, and 
always has been, a man who perceives and creates independent 
of society? Mr. Curnow might more prudently have described the 
change in the artist's position over the last 200 years as taking 
place in the environmental, rather than in the social sense. Con­
sidering that over that period the whole of Western culture has 
changed, the relative position of the artist in our present system is 
not as radically changed as Mr. Curnow might lead us to believe.

The “Age of Patronage” occupies a 
relatively brief period in the all-over 
history of the development of the world’s 
manual arts which leads up to the di­
verse types of expression which mid-2 0 th 
Century artists employ. Its implications

S and aftermath are important but by no 
means constitute the whole reason for 
the present artist’s position, even less, 
his work, which is much more important. 
Twentieth-Century Mexico, for example, 
is asserting a cultural individuality which 
has lain dormant since Aztec times be­
cause her contemporary artists |Dr. Atl, 
Jose Clemente Orozco, Diego Rivera) 
have, regardless of their position in the 
eyes of the mass, resurrected and modi­
fied the art traditions of a nation that 
worked unaware of European culture. 
Similarly, the “new-found freedom” and 
“bewildering variety of highly individual­
istic and radical modes of painting” 
typical of the 20th Century are not neces­
sarily attributable to the loss of the 
European artist’s patronage, resulting 
from political change, or even to Euro­
pean civilisation at all.

Art has tended toward greater free­
dom and expressionism with the advent 
of mechanical means of the graphic 
portrayal of the superficial aspect of any 
material thing anywhere.

In addition, even before the use of 
photography, etc., in fact virtually co­
incidental with the political transforma­
tion of Western culture, was the growth 
of awareness of the universality of art. 
Even before the industrial revolution the 
artist was becoming more cosmopolitan. 
By the beginning of this century one 
could see the Jew Modigliani (nationality 
Italian) living in Mont-Parnasse and 
looking towards Primitive Africa for his 
art. The primitive arts required no 
official patronage; their effect upon 2 0 th 
Century art movements are indisputable. 
The search for truth as reflected in the 
Tahitian culture drove Gaugin far from 
any hope of material encouragement (for 
the artists in vogue were certainly well- 
patronised in Paris at the end of the 
last century) to an environment better 
suited for his purposes.

The artist, by virtue of his unique in­
tellectual capacity is necessarily a social 
outcast in the broad sense. The artist 
of the 20th Century has a much wider 
world in which to wander than his 
16th, 17th, or 18th Century counterpart. 
During the “age of patronage” the artist 
was temporarily (in historical terms) 
caged within the social respectability of 
the courts of the patron because he had 
nowhere else to go for stimulation. Con­
sidering the limits of those artists’ en­
vironments in a self-contained culture,

they showed astonishing diversity and 
enterprise. Being totally dependent upon 
culture as inbred as a Hapsburg king, 
all they could do was try to improve 
the strain.

Tt is the bad luck of the 20th Century 
artist that his “patrons” of today are 
unable to give him financial support, 
for his counterpart of patrons are the 
camera, the press, and a nucleus of 
genuinely intelligent and perceptive men. 
The critic acts as a patron inasmuch as 
he proclaims, and may establish the 
artist’s position as an artist, not as a 
social anomaly. But these things are im­
material in the light of the artist’s own 
work and intellect. State patronage would 
certainly be dangerous to the artist, not 
so much for the reasons that Mr Wystan 
Curnow notes as for the fact that it 
would tend, as did the equivalents in 
past centures, to limit the artist’s visual 
scope.

As for the idea of the onus being “on 
the public themselves to strive to fol­
low the artist” : the artist is in fact 
oblivious of any public — he paints what 
he knows or believes to be the truth 
through the medium of his own inter­
pretation. For the practical purposes of 
buying food and supporting dependents—  
in fact, inasmuch as he is just an ordin­
ary man —  the public can be materially 
useful to an artist. But in his primary 
capacity the artist must be quite inde­
pendent, for art is not sociologically con­
siderate, and so the artist is divorced 
from society. This being the case, the 
futility of defining the artist’s social 
standing is evident though the amateur- 
minded New Zealander may not fully 
comprehend the reason. The vast major­
ity of the world’s population are Philis­
tines, and are congenitally incapable of 
giving the artist any reasonable support, 
and the viewpoints of both artist and 
clod are hopelessly incompatible.

Though the artist today is “free from 
the conservative limitations of a patron’s 
taste” the artists of the “age of patron­
age” were probably equally ignored for 
their real worth in their own times, 
as only their patron had any concept of 
the meaning of art themselves. El Greco 
would have been unknown to relatively 
more millions of Spanish peasant-folk 
than possibly Salvador Dali is today. 
The chances of the bogus being imper­
ceptible from the genius are pretty great' 
in either age. The main difference be­
tween El Greco and Salvador Dali, both 
men of genius, is that El Greco was on 
a good wicket socially and financially, 
but environmentally restricted as regards 
his art, whereas Dali is completely free

Curnow back on the Bummei
While it is most gratifying to realise that someone has thought somewhat about 

my article, "The Artist is a  Bum", it is disconcerting to realise that this thinking 
has, for the most part, been muddled. Mr. Binney begins: "Why does Mr. Curnow 
go to such lengths to attempt to define the social status of the artist, when the 
artist is, and alw ays has been, a man who perceives and creates, independent of 
society" By this, Mr. Binney means to infer that the artist has no social status and 
therefore why am I wasting my time? For this helpful thought, I thank the corres­
pondent. However, to the extent that an artist is a  member of a society and performs 
a certain function related to that society, he must have a place in society and 
therefore a social status.

In his second paragraph, Mr. Binney seems to overlook the fact that my article 
is obviously limited to the social status of the artist in the European tradition. 
Similarly, he has overlooked the fact that my article w as limited to assessing the 
sociological influences upon the artist's work when I asserted that the loss of 
patronage had "given rise to the bewilderising variety of individualistic and radical 
modes of painting . . Although the exact weight of words "given rise to" are 
open to misinterpretation, I wished to suggest by them that the loss of patronage 
w as a condition of, rather than the cause of, the trends referred to. I concede Mr. 
Binney's point concerning the influence of the "growing awareness of the uni­
versality of art", because it is valid and does not conflict with my own argument.

Exactly what impelled Mr. Binney to say that "the artist is in fact oblivious 
of any public . . . etc"? 1 may never know, but the conception of art as a sweet­
meat of the Gods, hanging ethereally on sky hooks, strikes me as rather naive. 
No artist can ignore the public as patron or as audience. Unless his work is compre­
hensible to at least a portion of society, his art is necessarily meaningless. Conse­
quently, the painter must create as a  member of society, intellectually objective 
to, but not divorced from, his social environment. Furthermore, the question of the 
artist's financial independence is altogether more complex than the correspondent 
realises. The artist cannot "be divorced" financially from society as Mr. Binney 
suggests he must be. The public is not simply "materially useful to an artist"— 
it is quite necessary to the artist's existence. Moreover, patronage of some variety 
or another is unfortunately the only effective means of recognising the artist's 
importance to society. I say 'unfortunately' because, as Mr. Binney is aware, this 
means may well result in the exploitation oi the artist, that is, an infringement on 
the intellectual independence of the artist. But denying the existence oi the problem 
of patronage and social status is no w ay to solve it, or oi leviating its more vicious 
potentialities. I suggest that the risk of being exploited is eminently more preferable 
to that of the artist's being "divorced" from society.

In conclusion, 1 would like to quote Jacques Villon, famous contemporary 
French artist, in support of my views. "In our times, with the exception of those 
who are already firmly established, the artist's struggle to earn a livelihood is 
becoming so desperate that it can no longer be ignored. We cannot allow the great 
artistic heritage of the past to be lost; it is our duty to preserve and hand it down 
to future generations. The Church, the Court, and the rich private art patrons have 
disappeared and we must find someone to take their place."

• —Wystan Curnow.

intellectually but lacks official support 
in the same degree. But the chronic 
ignorance of art among the great mass 
of society in either age reveals the fund­
amentally similar position of the artist 
of today and the artist in the “age of 
patronage.”

— DON BIN N E Y.

Advice fo
flat broke students-

Join a Record Library

Gordon's Record Shop 

8 Durham St. Ea/ 

Auckland.

Opera —  Classics —  Moderns 

—  Jaiz, end Shows.

We SILL 
I RECORDS

too!

'i



C R A C C U M Page 7Monday, 20th April, 1959.

on interviewing
GRAHAM

At half past ten on a chilly autumn evening Billy Graham arrived 
at Whenuapai, where a  small crowd w as waiting to greet him as he 
stepped off the plane. Before leaving for the formal welcome at Mt. 
Roskill, Graham held a  brief press conference at the airport. He stood 
in front of the circle of reporters with his hands in his pockets, choosing 
his words carefully as he spoke. "Don't call me Dr. Graham," he said. 
"I have several honorary doctorates, but I don't feel I've earned them, 
in fact I couldn't if I tried. Call me Billy or Mr. Graham." He is not, 
however, the sort of man whom one slaps on the back and hails as 
Billy on first acquaintance. Everyone stuck to 'Mr. Graham'.

THE INTELLIGENTSIA
of Auckland University are regular depositors 
of the AUCKLAND SAVINGS BANK.

A R E  Y O U ?

BILLY GRAHAM
at Carlaw Park

He had come to New Zealand, he said, on a spiritual mission, without any­
thing new to say. His theme was to be Christ crucified and resurrected, and his 
purpose to strengthen the local Church by winning individuals to Christ, and 
by creating a sense of unity at his meetings. This sense of unity Graham 
considers more important than the sermons themselves, and he believes that the 
only hope for world peace is for Christians of all countries to look beyond the 
diversities of language, race and politics towards a single God.

It is now impossible to ignore the fact of Billy Graham. He has 
come, he has seen, and he has conquered. He has preached a simple, 
understandable cogent message; and he has persuaded a large percentage 
of his audiences that this message is valid. From Graham's own viewpoint, 
probably, things could not have been more satisfactory.

Graham’s methods are hotly criti­
cized wherever he goes. In answer to 
ti ciaim that the ‘ decisions for Christ” 
made at his meetings are emotional 
rather than rational, and therefore in­
valid, Graham pointed out that the at­
mosphere of the rallies is not one of 
hysteria or ecstasy. At Carlaw Park 
the following evening this proved to be 
true. At no time were his listeners in 
a state of irrational religious fervour, 
and in fact Graham deliberately kept 

n the emotional pitch with flashes
humour. It. h a common criticism of 

Graham that his tactics as a speaker are 
a .. dr to those of Hitler. But whereas 

• Hitler was by nature unbalanced, and 
used to surrender himself completely to 
the frenzy engendered in his audience 
by spectacle and his own hysteria, 
Graham never loses control of his own 
emotions or those of his listeners. The 
“decisions for Christ,” Graham believes, 
are often the result of a long period 
of reasoned thought, and, as far as can 
be estimated, berween sixty and ninety 
per cent, of the converts remain active 
members of some church.

Mr Graham refused to comment on 
nuclear tests in the Pacific, but during 
his sermon the following night he said 
that it is spiritual deadness that has led 
mankind to the brink of self-destruction. 
Presumably he believes then that men 
should devote themselves to prayer 
rather than to what he considers experi­
ments in annihilation.

On the question of racial segregation, 
Mr Graham said that incidents such as 
those at Little Rock and Clinton, Ten­
nessee, had been greatly exaggerated by 
the press. “Race relations in the United 
States are the best in the world where 
there is such a large minority,” he said. 
A southerner himself, Graham will not 
speak to a segregated audience, and has 
always tried to live in accordance with 
his belief in the equality of white and 
black.

When asked whether he considered it 
was more difficult to be a Christian to­
day than in the past, Graham replied 
that the life of a Christian has always 
been difficult. “The Bible calls us to a 
battlefield,” he said. “The Christian life 
is hard and rugged. In fact, it is easier 
to die for Christ than to live for Christ. 
Many of us would willingly face a firing- 
squad for our faith, but we cannot live 
according to God’s commandments.”

Modern society, particularly in America, 
offers many temptations, especially to 
the young. The United States today, he 
stated somewhat equivocally, is material­
istic, secularistic and religious in outlook. 
“There is a need for evangelism and re­
vival within the Church. The whole world 
needs to see Christianity. And first, as 
Kierkegaarde said, we must Christianize 
the Christians.”

Graham’s sermons, as he preached them 
in Auckland at least, are of spiritual 
value only to those who are members 
of, or believers in, some particular Chris­
tian church, or to those who have ac­
cepted Christian ethics without bother­
ing to consider religion at all. His mes­
sage, based as it is on the fundamental 
teaching of the New Testament, is too 
elementary to convert the thorough-going 
atheist or agnostic who has rejected the 
Bible. He does not go far enough to 
be able to guide those who have ac­
cepted Christ and are faced with the 
difficulty of finding His Church. Graham 
i.s undoubtedly right in saying that all 
Christian churches are basically the same, 
but there very soon comes a point at 
which one gets beyond basic Christianity 
to a region where Billy Graham, who 
preaches no specific doctrine, can offer 
no help.

Nevertheless there is no doubt that 
Graham has strengthened the faith of 
a large number of Christians in many 
churches, without vulgarizing or cheap­
ening religion in any way. Whether or 
not he is actually being used by God 
to “proclaim His message in a world 
of despair, hopelessness and confusion,” 
he is certainly a man of humility and 
sincerity, who has the courage to lead 
a life that is true to his convictions.

— F.J.M.
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Unfortunately, however, not every­
body can look at the situation this way. 
Graham has been able; he has been im­
pressive ; he has had a tremendous 
effect; but what he has said has not 
been true. This makes him, not a minor 
miracle, but a dark and, perhaps, rather 
inauspicious omen. Religion has not 
generally been, as Dr. Graham argued, 
a much needed social restorative in times 
of decadence. On the contrary, wide­
spread interest in religion has generally 
been an expression of the people’s in­
capacity to participate effectively in the 
everyday political and economic life of 
their socety. The Roman Empire in de­
cline saw a religious revival; so did the 
Russian nobility immediately before the 
1917 revolution. Far from the choice be­
ing between Christianity and the end of 
the world, as Dr. Graham put it, it 
can be contended that, at a time when 
a world war may mean total annihilation, 
any focussing of popular attention on 
anything other than the necessity to 
control more effectively the affairs of 
the world is the direct route to world 
suicide. To worry about God in such cir­
cumstances is simply to indulge in dan­
gerous luxury. It is surely sufficiently 
ominous that 45 per cent, of the popula­
tion of the United States do not know 
what the Berlin crisis is about, without 
trying to persuade more people that the 
salvation of souls is more important 
than world crisis. Forty-five per cent, of 
the population of America does not know 
how it is kept alive in peace, and does 
not care whether or not it will be alive 
in peace for many years more. It is 
certainly making no attempt to keep it­
self alive by preventing its politicians 
from doing something silly. Wittingly or 
unwittingly, Billy Graham is telling 
more people not to care about their 
earthly future at a time when the 50-50 
chance the world will continue to exist 
depends on as many people as possible 
trying to keep it in existence. The 
fingers that Graham points to heaven 
points away from human life on earth: 
it is an invocation of suicide. Like the 
Melanesian cargo cults, Graham’s Chris­
tianity assumes the human race’s failure 
to cope with the problems confronting it; 
man is so weak, so helpless that he 
has to rely upon God. It is precisely this 
failure to cope with our problems that 
we cannot assume. We must be able to 
solve our problems if we are to sur- 
vice: we cannot solve them by making 
the Bible our favourite reading material, 
praying and going to church regularly, 
and “witnessing” to others. We cannot 
afford to live the ’’spiritual life” : our 
life on earth holds too many perils, too 
many dangers, too many unknown quan­
tities for us to ignore it and survive.

Bible-reading, and witnessing rather 
than boating, fishing or reading maga­
zines. It has become one more formula 
for escape, with carefully designed rules, 
and specified activities: another consumer 
good vended on an overfull market, an­
other substitute world for the real world 
of H-bombs and brinkmanship which is 
successful because it has absolutely no 
points of contact with that real world. 
It provides no plan for living, does not 
even attempt to give the believer some 
point of integration in his social living. 
It is no accident that Dr. Graham speaks 
of the world, as well as the flesh and 
the devil, as something one is saved from 
by conversion. World crisis has made 
the world too hot for Chirstianity to 
handle; Graham’s preaching shows it.

Billy Graham is impressive; he 
of that he is dangerous. Too many people 
already believe that their actions do not 
count —  that they cannot do anything 
to set the world to rights. Billy Graham 
helps them to think this way. Bn, j 
cannot and must not imagine the people 
can only make news in the squares of 
Cairo or the mud huts of Accra. The 
policy of the United: Nations is s i 1 
brewed in the West where we are. Only 
the internationalization of western tech­
nology can prevent the explosive jealousy 
between have and have not dynamiting a 
Third World War. War, now, means 
pretty near the end of the world: Billy- 
Graham said it and we say it again. 
If the West does not fear war sufficient­
ly to implement the technological inter­
nationalisation requisite, the East will 
do it alone; and the only way possible 
to do it alone is war. It is for each 
individual in the West to act mow t t 
peace may be kept; for on them is the 
primary responsibility. For them to be 
apathetic is for them to court disaster; 
to preach to them apathy in the name 
of religion is to invite it. Only by daring 
to face the world problems and answer 
them can we progress.

— O. J. GAGER.

Wanted— Players for Capping 
Band. This is your chance to lead 
the procession. If you can honk 
on a sax, squeak on a clary, 
squawk on a cornet, grunt on a 
trom, or wheeze on the bagpipes, 
you'll do.

Even Graham’s Christianity has under­
gone a metamorphosis is in a time of 
crisis, like ours. Once it was a real in­
terpretation of the world, involving the 
taking up of certain stands on moral 
issues vital in the every-day life of the 
individual. Now it has become, in Gra­
ham's preaching, merely another set of 
activities, a matter of church-going,

Contact Jim Holt through t e 
Letter-Rack or at O'Rorke. Phone 

11-023.

(Gro- is our lubricant.)
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BOOK REVIEW

Religious Behaviour, by Michael Argyle 
(Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1958)

In this book the author brings together what is known of religious 
activity in Great Britain and the U.S.A. since 1900. He is careful not 
to trespass in fields beyond those of social psychology. "The psycholo­
gist or social scientist is only concerned with the causes or empirical 
conditions for religious phenomena. He is not concerned with the other 
kind of question about whether the beliefs are true, the experiences 
valid, or the rituals useful; these are problems for the theologian."

The book deals with a wide variety of topics: parental and 
educational influence, war experience, the relationship of age 
and sex to religious attitudes; religion and prejudice; religion 
and mental disorder, sex and marriage, class; theories of reli­
gious behaviour and belief.

W h a t Argyle says on evangelistic meetings is particularly 
topical.
Experimental studies, he says, of 

emotional versus rational propaganda 
have failed to show any consistent re­
sults. In real-life situations emotional 
appeals seem to be more effective. Sar- 
gant (1957) puts forward the interesting 
hypothesis that the most effective tech­
niques first create states of emotional 
«exhaustion in the hearers, and that 
people are extremely suggestible when 
in this condition. He lists the different 
methods of producing such exhaustion 
in different religious groups —  the pro­
longed rhythmic dancing and drumming 
of Voodoo, the handling of poisonous 
snakes in Tennessee snak cults, and the 
deliberate concentration of excited evan­
gelists on intended converts in small 
protestant sects. Sargant maintains that 
people are suggestible to anything when 
emotionally fatigued, and reports that 
certain young men attend snake-cult 
meetings in order to seduce girls who 
have just been saved —  they are just 
as easily seduced as saved at this 
juncture.

Different Methods
Some support for Sargant’s hypothesis 

may be obtained by a comparison of the 
efficacy of different methods of evan­
gelism. In the early days of revivalism 
in America and in campaigns like John 
Wesley’s in England, wild emotional 
scenes were frequently reported. The 
evangelist would preach in a way cal­
culated to produce great anxiety —  “I 
preach hell because it arouses their fears, 
arrests their consciences and causes them 
to reform their lives and habits. . . . 
Hell has been runing for six thousand 
years. It is filling up every day. Where 
is it? About eighteen miles from here. 
Which way is it? Straight down —  not 
over eighteen miles, down in the bowels 
of the earth.” The emotions were further 
stirred by the singing of very moving 
hymns. The result was often devastating, 
hundreds of those present would speak 
with tongues or bark, display violent

jerking, and twitching, while many col­
lapsed senseless on the ground. No 
figures are available, but the reports of 
these meetings indicate that a high pro­
portion of those present were affected in 
the ways described and were converted, 
temporarily at least.

This kind of evangelism is rare now­
adays outside small sects and American 
negro churches, and a more sedate form 
of evangelism has taken its place. The 
most spectaular examples of this in Eng­
land are the three campaigns of Billy 
Graham’ in 1954-5, about which a cer­
tain amount of statistical and descriptive 
evidence is available. The most startling 
aspect of these campaigns is the number 
of people affected: about 5j million at­
tended these three campaigns, though 
some went more than once —  it was 
estimated that half the audience were 
new at each meeting, which would cut 
the above figure in half. About 120,000 
came forward and made “decisions for 
Christ” of whom 75 per cent, were mak­
ing their first public decision and 6 l 
per cent, were not already church mem­
bers —  though according to Herron’s 
survey (British Weekly; Feb. 10, 1955) 
only 48.6 per cent, were genuine non­
churchgoers. Thus about one person in 
fifty came forward, one in a hundred 
being a genuine convert; this percentage 
is probably much lower than for the 
earlier evangelists, supporting Sargant’s 
hypothesis —  although the total num­
bers involved were large. Two-thirds of 
those making decisions were Women, 
and 60 per cent, were under 19. Only 16 
per cent, regarded themselves as be­
longing to small sects or “evangelical” 
churches; 47 per cent, were Nonconform­
ist, 37 per cent. Church of England.

What is the technique responsible for 
these prodigious numbers of conversions? 
Several factors may be suggested, and 
given some support from the quantitative 
and descriptive material available, la) 
There was an elaborate public relations

It’s so easy for you 
to transfer 
money 
through
the Ml

Sending money to other towns 
within New Zealand; or to count­
ries overseas (provided the neces­
sary Reserve Bank approval is held) 
is simple when you leave it to the 
B.N.Z. The BNZ attends to all 
formalities for you, and advises 
which is the best method for your 
particular purpose.

pi!
%

TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFERS — the
quick way to send money. DRAFTS 
— the normal way to send money. 
BANK CHEQUES, TRAVELLERS’ 
GHEQUES, LETTERS OF CREDIT, 
BANK REMITTANCES,
Use the B N Z  for transferring money —  even 
if you do not hive a BN Z Cheque Account, 
you can use these services.
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PUBLICATION OF INTEREST TO ALL 

SERIOUS MINDED STUDENTS
SUCCESS AND FAILURE AT THE UNIVERSITY 

by
G. W. PARKYN.

W H I T C O M B E S
The extent of failure in Stage 1 classes at the university has 

caused much concern in recent years, and the statement has fre­
quently been made that a more stringent entrance policy should be 
adopted by the university in order to prevent the unfit students from 
gaining admission.

The present volume deals with the relationship between unsatis­
factory university performance and the university's entrance qualifi­
cation.

W H IT C O M B E  &  TO M BS LTD. 
Queen and High Streets, Auckland

campaign before the meetings, by posters 
and other publications, by a film, and 
via the churches. The prestige built up 
for Billy Graham is no doubt a factor 
in the higher percentage of converts at 
his meetings as opposed to those by other 
members of his team. About half the 
seats were booked by parties, mostly from 
churches, and manyx people went with 
the intention of making a public decision, 
(b) Considerable use was made of music 
—  highly emotional gospel hymns sung 
by the many thousands present, assisted 
by a choir of 1,500 and by various 
American singers. This partly explains 
why a much lower percentage of people 
came forward at the relay meetings, (c) 
Graham’s forty-minute addresses avoided 
hell-fire and were less emotional than 
those of many evangelists; however, he 
was much concerned with sin and world­
ly pleasures, made use of the fear of 
death ( “in ten years a quarter of you 
will be dead” ), and indulged in repetition 
and other oratorical devices; he gave a 
strong impression of sincerity and con­
viction. (d) The address led up to the 
appeal to come forward to make a de 
cision; applause was forbidden and Alis­
tair Cooke, writing in the Manchester 
Guardian (March 7, 1955), suggests that 
coming forward was the only way ot 
gaining emotional release. The sight of 
up to 3,000 people going forward would 
have a powerful suggestive effect: this 
may be the reason why the larger meet­
ings at Wembley were the most success­
ful. There were no wild scenes as in 
earlier revivals, but many of those going 
forward were clearly emotionally moved, 
(e) All those making decisions were 
met by counsellors, and cards giving 
their details were sent to the appropri­
ate local clergyman, who was supposed 
to integrate them into his church.

Are Conversions Permonent?
The next question to be raised con­

cerns the permanence of evangelical con ­
versions. Two careful fellow-up studies 
have been carried out of Graham’s cam­
paigns, and these will be discussed first. 
Highet (1957) carried out censuses of 
chqrch attendance in Glasgow before 
and after the campaign. Weekly attend­
ance rose by 10,575 from 7.6 to 9.2 
per cent, of the adult population just 
after the campaign, and 4,,197 new mem­
bers came on to the church records dur­
ing the next few months. However, a 
census of attendance carried out a vear 
after the campaign showed that only 54 
per cent, of the new attenders were still 
going to church. Herron (1955) sent a

questionnaire to 1,500 vicars listed by 
the Graham organization, after the Har-! 
ringay campaign. Of these, 520 replied 
giving details of 3,222 individuals for 
whom cards had been received. It wav 
found that 64 pei cent, of the people 
who had previously not been church­
goers were still attending about eight 
months after the campaign. This is con­
sistent with the first in suggesting- that 
about half the real converts are active 
year later.

Starbuck (1899) reported that 87 per 
Gent, of a group of ninety-two revival 
converts had lapsed within six months, | 
compared with 40 per cent, of a group 
of “gradual” converts. Wilson (1955)] 
reports that at Klim Foursquare Gospel 
meetings in England after the war, about 
one in six of those converted actually 
became members of the chmch. This is 
consistent with Starbuck’s finding that 
about one in eight is left after six 
months. W e may suggest that just as 
a higher percentage ot people respond 
at these highly emotional revival meet-, 
ings, so these conversions are more short­
lived.

Who Are Affected?
Some members of the audience are 

affected more than others: what are the 
personality variables associated with sus­
ceptibility? Evidence drawn from actual 
studies of conversion shows that people 
converted at public meetings are more 
easily hypnotized, display more motor 
automatisms and can therefore be clas­
sified to some extent as hysterics. Can- 
tril (1940) found that the people most 
affected by Orson Welles’s “Invasion! 
from Mars” broadcast were also more 
religious than those not affected, and 
were more suggestible and less intelligent. 
Experimental work on propaganda sug­
gests that people most easily influenced 
are low in self-esteem —- they have an 
undue fear of social disapproval and are 
correspondingly easily influenced. Can- 
tril’s conclusion that they are also less 
intelligent has also been confirmed by 
a number of studies.

Summary. The more emotional evan­
gelistic meetings produce many converts, 
but only about 15 per cent, are perman­
ent. In meetings of the Billy Graham 
type, 2-5 per cent, of those present make 
“decisions,” and 50 per cent, of these 
are still active a year later. Factors in 
producing such conversions are the skill 
and prestige of the speaker, the size of 
the meeting, and the preparatory and 
follow-up organization.

OUTLINE♦♦ ♦♦ 
:| The editors will be glad to receive articles on any subject which jj 
♦♦ could be of some general interest. Anything. History, sadism, psy- jj 
H chology, psychiatry, science, sex, religion, literatun . . . Or jj
♦I short stories if that's the way you like writing.
I: Contributions shoud be sent to O u t l i n e ,  Men's Letter Rack, or jj
|| to 7l Arney Rd., Remuera, S.E.2.
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Prospects for

G E R M A N Y
A major problem after the Allied victory in 1918 and after the 

capitulation in 1945 w as what to do with Germany. Almost fifteen 
years of dispute and Cold War have passed since then, yet the prob­
lem still remains in acute form.

What are the prospects for achieving 
some solution which will not only satisfy 
Russia and the West, but also, incident­
ally, be acceptable to the Germans them­
selves? It is here that one of the most 
interesting recent developments becomes 
relevant. In his recent talke to A.U. In­
ternational Relations Club, Odo Strewe 
made the point that there is developing 
in both East and West Germany a sense 
of nationality, of individuality, of a 
separate identity, a feeling of “apart­
ness” from the people who live in the 
other sector across the Iron Curtain. This 
belief is to some extent fortified by 
figures drawn from public opinion polls 
conducted in Germany in 1957 'and 1958. 
In the first year when questioned whether 
they thought reunification a possibility, 52 
per cent, of those asked stated that 
they thought not. In the following year, 
1958, the figure had swollen to 74 per 
cent. Just what do these figures mean? 
They do not, of course, necessarily im­
ply that either the 52 per cent, or the 
74 per cent, did not zvant unification to 
take place. It is indeed probable that 
the vast majority of Germans still dream 
of a united Germany, once more a force 
in the politics of Europe and the world. 
They may, however, be taken to show 
that German are becoming at least part­
ly resigned to the division of their coun­
try—not so very hard to stomach when it 
is remembered that fewer than a hundred 
years ago Germany was quite ununified, 
and also that there exist very marked 
differences in such things as religion, 
economic background and even geography 
between the peoples on either side of 
the Iron Curtain. Such a resignation 
could hardly have taken place if national 
feeling were as strong in Germany now 
as it has been in the past. Other things 
point to the same conclusion. The English 
Listener of 20 November, 1958, tells that 
Alfred Kurella, who is chairman of the 
“cultural commission” of the East Ger­
man Socialist Unity Party, announced 
“that no citizens should set out to cul­
tivate friendly relations with West Ger­
many. Would Germans, he asked, have 
tried to do this with citizens of an 
enemy nation during the war.” To him, 
Western Germany was an “enemy 
nation.” Of course, these views are being 
put forward by a “party boss” whose 
opinions need not necessarily be taken 
as being representative of those of the 
vast majority of East Germans. Never­
theless the fact that such views can be 
expressed by anybody, with any normal 
hope of their at least not being laughed 
at indicates that there must be some 
justification for them. The plain fact of 
division over a period of fourteen years, 
division in a situation of tension and 
hostility when propaganda is being dished 
back and forward as a full-time, highly- 
organized business is not exactly con­
ductive to feelings of unity, brotherhood, 
common destiny and so on.

What then is the significance of this 
change in attitudes? Is it simply one factor 
which is, increasingly as time goes on, 
making the ultimate unification of Germany 
more and more of a mirage. Granted an­
other ten or even fewer years in the same 
situation, such feelings of 'separatism' be­
tween East and West Germany will, in all 
probability, have crystalized into something 
definite which will be a fat more potent 
factor in keeping Germany disunited than 
all the procrastinating and vacillations of 
Western and Eastern leaders.

What then are the Western views? 
Are the leaders of the Cold War pre­

pared to see Germany reunited? There 
are several possible ways this could be 
achieved. Until now the West has held 
out for free elections in the whole of 
Germany as a necessary preiude to uni­
fication. This can be immediately dis­
missed —  certainly at this late date — 
as mainly of propaganda value to the 
West, as being a solution which has the 
merit of being an arguable proposal, 
while still being “safe” insofar as it 
must surely be clear to Washington and 
Westminster that Russia could never, 
at least in the present situation, accept 
such a plan, in toto. King-Hall, a Brit­
ish commentator on international rela­
tions, has put forward what is prob­
ably the most realistic plan yet. It calls 
for the complete withdrawal of foreign 
troops from both East and West Ger­
many, with the setting up of some form 
of administration in Berlin which would 
deal with matters of importance to both 
sides. Trade and transport are given as 
examples. The plan proposes that both 
East and West Germany should keep 
their own “local” governments while 
delegating some of their functions to 
what would be an extremely loose federal 
organization in Berlin. This has the 
merits of recognizing and catering for 
particularism in East and West, of not 
asking too much from Russia since her 
frontiers would be only a few hundred 
miles further back, and of providing the 
basis for an ultimate closer unification, 
without springing this as an accomplished 
fact on a nation split by many and bitter 
rivalries. Such a plan has little chance 
of ever being realized. Since West Ger­
many has been allowed to rearm it is 
almost certain that Russia has regarded 
the division of the country as a vital 
necessity to the security of herself and 
her satellites, and it is only too clear 
that no agreement can be reached in 
the issue without Russia’s full com­
pliance. No talk on German unifica­
tion is now and probably will remain, 
in the opinion of the write, “mere 
intellectual exercise” of no value other 
than propaganda, unless there is some 
tremendous and quite unforeseen change 
in circumstances. In the words of Ter­
rance Prittle of the Listener “The theme 
of German unification has much in com­
mon with the moon. It is far-off, beckon­
ing and beautiful."

POSSIBILITIES

Can nothing be done to ease the ten­
sion in Germany? Must the status quo 
remain as a perpetual threat to peace, 
as a place where for an indefinite space 
of time the much-feared trigger-happy 
corporal may fire the shot which ends 
in an atomic war? In the writer’s view 
this is not the case. Something can be 
done to ease the tension and, what is 
far more to the point, seems very likely 
to be done. Obviously next to the 
question of what is to happen to Ger­
many as a whole there is the “minor” 
issue of what is going to happen to 
Berlin, one which has become more and 
more vital since Mr Khrushchev an­
nounced the Russian intention of handing 
over full control of Berlin to the East 
German Government.

The significance of this for the West 
is in the intensification of pressure 
(which is virtually certain to eventuate 
once Russia’s plans are brought to 
fruition) on Western forces in the city. 
What can be done? One possibility is 
to adopt the old, rather unimaginative 
Western line of inflexibility, of “this far

and no further,” “not an inch more,” first glance is a sign for hope. The cham- 
foiled. Such a course has dangers which pion of an inflexible policy ot no re- 
it should not be necessary to emphasise, treat, the guiding hand behind Ameri- 
and hope that by a show of determina- ca s action in the Cold W ar, and the 
tion and strength any Soviet intentions, statesman whose hobby, one might say, 
or as some call them “bluffs,” will be pas ton, is the international version of

“Chicken,” brinksmanship— it is perhaps a 
. good thing for any prospects of comprom- 

Increased danger of a full-scale atomic jse be may bave £0  step down. Yet in fair- 
war would be inevitable result: it is well- ness tQ Mr Dulles jt must 5e said there

r̂®sit*ent Eisenhower has said were glimmerings of a relaxation of atti- 
the U S  will fight over Berlin. tude jn tbe perj0d immediately before his

illness. He has gone down on record as 
There is another alternative. Rather saying that free elections are not the 

than handing over Berlin to East Ger- only possibility for a German solution,
man control, which does not appear to and his rapid trip there prior to his
be considered as an alternative at all in operation may well be significant. In
the Western capitals, the city could be America as a whole and especially in
declared a neutral area, all troops could Washington there are reasons for hope 
be withdrawn from both sectors and a that a more flexible attitude may be 
U.N. force on the lines of that patrol- forthcoming. Mansfield in the Senate 
ling the Israeli-Egyptian border could has said: "What matters most is that 
be installed to guarantee the city its there be a full discussion of the situation, 
neutrality. Such a plan —  first put for- which obviously contains within it the 
ward in the Nezt> Statesman and a week seeds'of a World War.” The promotion 
or two later by Mr Macmillan (!)  —  to the chairmanship of the Foreign 
has obvious advantages. First and most Affairs committee of Senator bullbright 
important, it is a workable compromise —  Rhodes Scholar and the president of 
from a position where neither side will the University of Arkansas and there 
retreat from the position adopted without that rarity in politics anywhere, an “egg- 
verv considerable complementary retreats head —  who has stated that the admin- 
on 'the other. Again it would' have the istration should be prepared to discuss 
effect of greatly reducing the tension both withdrawals from Central Europe, is an- 
in Germany and the world as a whole, other similarly hopeful indication. The. 
and it would incidentally increase the most that can be hoped for Eisenhower 
prestige of the U.N. by giving it a very is that he does not rest his weary head 
real part to play in cooling the heat on the wrong shoulder, 
of the Cold War. Probably the real stumbling block to

any satisfactory solution will come from 
HOPE! Adenauer and possibly de Gaulle, who

at present stand rigidly on a policy of 
Surprisingly, the prospects of some non-recognition of East Germany. It is 

such obvious settlement being reached fairly obvious that any neutralization of 
are, at least on the surface, quite good. Berlin would call for at least a de facto 
The whole question, of course, depends recognition of the regime in East Ger- 
on the willingness of the Great Powers many. There are, of course, difficulties 
to do something positive about easing to be overcome and problems to be 
international tension and their not want- solved, but there does appear to be very 
ing merely to keep it “on the boil with- real ground for optimism in the outcome 
out boiling over.” It seems for once that of the top level meeting which Macmil- 
this may not be the case. First and lan says is now “inevitable” in the near 
probably most importantly, there are in- future.
dications that Russia is interested in — J. ORBELL.
coming to some solution of the B e r lin ______ ______________________ _
problem. Her recently instituted seven-
year plan calls for great capital outlay. Since the above was written the date 
Capital outlay in one direction calls for £or tjie Forejgn Ministers’ meeting has 
reduction of spending in others. The De- been ann0unced as May 11. It has also 
fence spending is natural!} one possible been reported that British Conservative 
source of saving, but this can be done politicians have been calling for an 
only if there is ̂ some reduction in world- election in either May or June. The
wide tension. Therefore from at least 
one point of view Khrushchev may be 
happy to see one world trouble spot 
eliminated. There is reason for optimism 
too, in Britain’s attitude. Macmillan’s 
eyes, and those of the Conservatives, are 
naturally becoming • more and more 
focused on the forthcoming election, and 
in the realm of foreign policy the Con­
servative Party has, to put it mildly, 
some time to make up since Suez. Mac­
millan has already scored heavily qnce 
in Cyprus, and one school of thought 
(to which the writer adheres) believes 
that his recent trip to Moscow was 
aimed along the same lines —  even if 
the chief results of the trip were a bit 
of free advertising for Eton, and the 
easing of any (unlikely) fears Mr 
Khrushchev may have entartained on 
the subject of British Conservative states­
men. A  success in Berlin would un­
doubtedly rebound to Mr Macmillan’s 
credit, would help build up the picture 
for him which is being so laboriously, 
albeit cleverly, framed as the Statesman 
of the Time, Man of Destiny, Leader 
of the Free World, etc., etc. It would 
also increase the Conservative prospects 
at the polls. Macmillan has incidentally 
dropped the hint that there has been 
consideration of the Berlin problem along 
the lines suggested by the Nezo States­
man —  a fact which considerably 
brighten prospects of solution. With the 
illness of Dulles, the position of America 
is the most uncertain. His absence at

writer offers no comment.

G I R L S

Did you know?— that 10%  

discount is given to 

University Students on 

Clothing at

BUDGETW EAR

The Store for Girls 

364 Queen St.
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Dear Everybody who uses and/or abuses 
Cal.,

— Beverley Snook,

/ / LAUTREC"
COFFEE LOUNGE

10 a.m. 
to

12 p.m.

"  L A J  I R c C "
3 mins. < :.;n Varsity

(Behind St. James Theatre)

C R A C C U M Monday, 20th April, 1959

6th April, 1959.

Congratulations to those of you who have 
(a) noticed the polite requests plastered 
around the Caf. walls to keep the Caf. 
tidy, (b) kept the Caf. tidy.

The Editor, 

CRACCUM. 

Dear Mr. Hunt,

GAPPING IS COMING

You asked me for some comment about 
the Library.

The discreet tone of these notices may 
however have hindered their significance 
from breaking through to the consciousness 
of some of you, so this epistle comes as 
what I hope will be a none-too-subtle re­
minder.

By the time your next issue is published, 
however, we should have the new Lending 
Area by the Entrance, and then:—

A little thought about the mathematical 
difficulties involved in juggling a students' 
roll of 4,000 Caf. accommodation limited to 
150, of 400 per hour, may help you appreci­
ate how much the kitchen staff are called 
upon to do to maintain any sort of an 
efficient service, especially between 1 and 
2 p.m. and between 5 and 6 p.m. A per­
centage analysis of the low price you pay  
for your meal makes it plain that it cannot 
be expected to cover the cost of employing 
waitresses as well as the normal kitchen 
staff to carry out the extra continual labour 
of cleaning up chairs, tables and the floor, 
collecting dirty dishes, replacing dis­
arranged furniture and bringing back chairs 
and tables from out in the rain on the 
balcony. The notices put up in the Caf. are 
to ask for your co-operation in all these 
matters — only in this w ay can more staff 
be made available in the kitchen and the 
service speeded up.

There will be no space for bags to be 
left on, so Bags (but not coats) may be 
brought into the Reading-Rooms.

If they are brought in, obviously they 
must be carefully inspected as people go 
out. All books, in hand or bag, must be 
shown.

Gradually, the old lending area will be 
completely cleared and the catalogue 
placed there.

With only about two weeks to Capping 
tilings are getting very “ hot ” around 
the place. For a periodical thing such 
as Capping, Tournament, Orientation, a 
few people put in an enormous amount 
of work. They may be fools, but they 
do it so that YO U  can get the most 
out of it. Upon the success of Capping 
rests to a large extent the financial sol­
vency of the Association. Unless 
E V E R Y O N E  is prepared to put in a 
little time over Capping, the whole thing 
could flop.

This year the entire profits from 
Capping are to be vested in a Trust 
Fund, for the building of a new Student 
Block on the “new” site. A  rough esti­
mate of the cost of this block would be 
£100,000 (comparing it with Victoria’s 
new block). Therefore I appeal to every­
one to do a little towards Capping. Here 
are the various ways in which you can 
assist:—

Access to the gallery will be directly up 
the stairs from the new lending area, as 
well as by the present stairway in the 
Reading Rooms.

Notices about reserved books waiting to 
be claimed will be posted on boards out­
side the entrance.

And another thing — because of the 
tendency of students to walk aw ay with 
salt and pepper shakers, sugar bowls and 
ashtrays, or else to mix their contents in an 
agglomerated concoction on floor or table, 
these are all kept on the table next to the 
doors linking the two Caf. rooms. Please 
use them and leave them there so that 
other people don't have to run to the 
kitchen staff for fresh supplies.

Inter-library loans and the Reference 
desk will be where the catalogue now is, 
and adjacent to the Deputy Librarian's 
office.

Note the fact too, that the wastepaper 
baskets are of ample bulk and are strat­
egically placed, and get rid of your orange 
drink cartons and cigarette packets there 
rather than all over the ffoor. Ashtrays 
have lately tended to be conspicuous by 
their absence from some tables — if any of 
you happen to find that someone slipped 
one into your pocket when you were not 
looking and it has now turned up in your 
flat, please bring it back again.

These are first steps in an extension 
which will later this year include Room 19 
below and the cloister beside it. At that 
time periodicals and the English Language 
and Literature collection will be moved 
downstairs. The New Zealand Collection 
will be moved into the space now occupied 
by Periodicals and English.

By then, we will have 35 more readers' 
seats; but we need far more still.

The immediate change, however, should 
produce much quieter and better working 
conditions in the present reading rooms.

It does not take many thoughtless people 
to make the general appearance of the 
floor and tables in the Caf. most unattrac­
tive for the rest of the people who use them. 
I would therefore ask all those of you who 
use the Caf. at a ll to be a bit more aware 
of the difficulties involved in catering for 
kleptomaniac and in other w ays idio­
syncratic students, with inadequate accom­
modation and facilities, and as w e wait for 
the millenium of new Association buildings 
in a new University, to co-operate with the 
caterer and his staff as much as possible 
to make things more satisfactory for every­
one concerned.

Comments and suggestions from students 
will be welcomed; especially if they will 
call and discuss matters personally with

Yours faithfully,

F. A. SANDALL, 

Librarian.

Breaking the
Language Barrier

Cafeteria Controller. During the 1959 Esperantists through­
out the world are celebrating the centen­
ary of the birth of Dr. L. L. Zamenhof. 
In his native Lithuania some spoke Rus­
sian, some Polish, and some German. 
Zamenhof was a Jew by birth and an 
occulist by profession. Realizing that the 
lack of a common language was the 
greatest obstacle to international under­
standing, he devoted himself to the solu­
tion of this problem. In 1887 a book by 
Zamenhof introducing the new language 
was published in Warsaw under the 
pseudonym of “Esperanto.” Since the 
the language know by this name has 
evolved steadily. It is not intended to 
renlace existing languages, but to serve 
as a means of international communica­
tion.

How far has it progressed? Here are 
some facts, gathered from “Esperanto, 
revuo internacia” (issues of October and 
December, 1958) .—

Every year between 10,000 and 15.000 
persons use Esperanto in a great variety 
of international meetings and conferences. 
Bv using this neutral language they can 
meet on equal terms and need no inter­
preter. A  vastly greater number use 
Esperanto for correspondence or in locai 
groups

In the literature of Esperanto there 
is a constant flow of translations and 
original work. According to the biblio­

graphy of W. Auld, during the years 
1945-57 altogether 1072 different works 
in book form were published in Esper­
anto.

By its resolution of 10 December, 1954. 
the General Conference of UNESCO 
noted the results achieved by Esueranto 
and recognized that those results answer 
to the aims and ideals of U NESCO.

For the centenary of Zamenhof’s birth 
an international organizing committee has 
been formed. Out of the ten vice-presi­
dents of this committee seven are uni­
versity professors, five are outstanding 
linguists. One of the committee members 
is Dr. C. J. Adcock, senior lecturer in 
psychology at the Victoria University of 
Wellington, representing New Zealand.

On 6 August, 1958, at Mainz there was 
founded a world league of Esperantist 
students (Studenta Tutmonda Esperan- 
tista Ligo). The president of STELO  
(as it is kaown for short) has warmly 
invited all students and student clubs to 
make their addresses known to the secre­
tary of S T E L O :—  John Wells, Walten 
Rectory, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs, Eng­
land. The president of STELO  urges 
that students should co-operate to ad 
vance Esperanto in the universities, as a 
basis for its future introduction into the 
schools and official recognition.

— J. L. M AIN PRICE.

RO^CAI
It is understood that a certain Eng­

lish gentleman has puzzled on the title 
for hours. Well, let him puzzle.

Spurning any such run of the mill 
appellation as The New Government 
Office Building, someone in authority has 
decided that there will be a competition 
among the local educational establish­
ments to find the most suitable name for 
the Civic Square bureaucrats’ block. A.U. 
M UST BE IN ON TH IS. A  year’s 
free subscription will joyously be be­
stowed on anyone who can perform , the 
admittedly almost impossible task of sub­
mitting something which is really apt, 
vet not obscene.

C A P PIN G  BOOK —  will be sold all 
day on Wednesday, 6 th May. We need 
at least 2 ,0 0 0  people to help with sales. 
Also during Procesh in Queen Street to 
catch the crowd lining the route. 
R E VU E  —  this year called Zanyopolis. 
We need as much advertising as possible, 
and some. Drag all your relatives and 
friends along. Student concessions will 
be available, and there should not be an 
A.U. student who does not see this show. 
His Excellency the Governor-General is 
again to attend the performance. Re­
hearsals are well on the way, and it 
promises to be the best-ever Revue. 
PROCESH  —  route will be shorter this 
year. The Traffic Department have asked 
us to cut it down, so that we leave out 
Karangahape Road, and turn around at 
the foot of Wakefield Street, going up 
Rutland Street, Wellesley Street West, 
and back to Varsity. We must make a 
higher standard than we have had in 
the past, so start planning and building 
your float NOW . Floats must be regis­
tered at Process H.Q. on the ground floor 
of the main building.
GRAD. B A LL —  will be held again at 
the Peter Pan Cabaret. Tickets may be 
bought soon, and cubicles may be booked 
at the Students’ Association Office. Re­
member last year’s Ball, or weren’t you 
in a fit state to remember?
GRAD. CHURCH SE R V ICE  —  will 
be held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church at 7 p.m. on Sunday, 3rd May, 
and tickets for
G R A D U A TIO N  C ER EM O N Y will be 
available upon application at the Uni­
versity Office. Hoping to see E V E R Y ­
ONE sometime at Capping.

— D A V E  BINDON.
Capping Controller.

Quote: “Without Dame Hilda the 
Nationalists’ chances of success are re­
mote. Everybody here (in Hamilton) 
knows that.” —  “ Standard/’ 25/3/59.

Since Tournament, there has appeared 
another large crop of Rep. Blazers. It is 
hard to see why the sportsmen’s present 
near monopoly of these is desirable. 
There are other bods around who deserve 
them, too. If, for instance, the average 
Student in the Cloisters knew how much 
effort went into each issue, he would 
probably consider it fair enough that the 
Editor of “ Craccum” —  and probably the 
Section Editors also —  be put on the 
list of recipients. They put at least as 
much into trying to produce something 
which will as worthily represent the 
University as some tournament types.

While we are at it, let’s keep on moan­
ing. Considering that it used to open at 
9 a.m. in years gone by, and that it 
does open at 9 a.m. during the vacations 
and on Saturdays, just why .is it impos­
sible for our Library to open at .the none 
too grey-dawn hour of 9 a.m. through 
the week? And would it be possible, Mr 
White, to provide some salad dressing 
with the Caf. salad?

Many were prepared to forgive the 
patent inadequacies and artificialities of 
Grady Wilson’s address in the Hall be­
cause he was clearly “sincere.” But even 
crackpot are sincere. Surely, it is not a 
good enough combination to be forthright 
and fifth-rate.

Re-quote: “It is difficult to negotiate 
where neither will trust” —  “ Rasselas,” 
by Samuel Johnson (1759).

FOR THE BEST 
IN BOOKS

THE MINERVA  

BOOK SHOP

FOR

Study and
Recreation

We Specialise in Books for 
the intelligent reader.

49 Customs Street East, 
5 Beach Road, 

Auckland.
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BOOK REVIEW
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"NO R E M I T T A N C E "  by D an D avin. (M ic h a e l  

Joseph. 1 5 /-) .

Dan Davin, one of the top names in 
New Zealand writing, is among that 
small group of our best writers —  Doug­
las Stewart, Ruth Park, Ngaio Marsh —  
who put us on the literary map while 
living overseas themselves. He had in­
tended to write a novel about England 
before this present one, “but I was 
slightly seduced by the idea of a short, 
quick novel in the first person, which 
is an experiment.’’

Well from my point of view as a 
reader it’s a good thing that Mr Davin 
was not too conscientious about his in­
tegrity. “No Remittance” is a novel brim­
ful of what novels need. It has an in­
teresting story, accurate characterisation, 
local colour, and, above all, a pervad­
ing generosity of mind that can see both 
sides of a picture without being pedantic 
enough to tell you which side to hang 
to the wall.

The style is simple, and idiomatic 
without the typical Kiwi phrase sticking 
out like a sore thumb. The crises of 
life bowl along at a good pace, and - 
the inevitable conflicts between the Eng­
lish Protestant and the Irish Catholic 
family he marries into in Otago keep 
up a constant interest. There are some 
scenes that are quite moving by their 
very simplicity. Dick Kane, mad with 
the grog, tearing up a pound note during 
the depression, for instance, or old man 
O’Connor crying in the cow-shed when 
he hears of his son’s death in the War.

And after all the religious rows, Dick can 
recall his wife’s death without any hint 
of prejudice, but with quiet sympathy.
“ . . . the last time she was conscious 
she blessed us all and took me by the 
hand and squeezed it a little and looked 
at me begging for forgiveness. I bent 
over her and kissed her and soon after 
that she died. John had given her E x­
treme Unction.”

The odd comment here and there is 
quite worth noting. The Labour Gov­
ernment has ruined the working man in 
New Zealand; colonial architecture is 
pretty lousy, all in all. The average 
fellow doesn’t give a dam for inter­
national goings-on. These, in the mouth 
of Dick, give a commentary' on our his­
tory during the past half century. Per­
haps the strangest thing or reflection 
is that the reader does have some sort 
of feeling for the main figure, who spends 
the most part of two hundred pages 
letting you know what a cad he is. 
Perhaps it’s because he can be honest 
with himself, if with nobody else. Or 
because when failures die there’s nothing 
left to grudge them.

PAUL'S
Stock New and Second­

hand University Text Books.

We haven't many 
left but the one 
you want may be 

there.

W e are glad to buy 
Second-hand University 

Text Books.

Jazz Comes to College playboy of the
western worldMany people are confused nowadays as to what is being referred 

to, when the word "jazz" is used. On the one hand they think of hit­
parade music, hot rhythms, wild dancing, and rock'n'roll; on the other 
they are vaguely aware of "another kind of jazz", music based on 
syncopated rhythms and serious in its intent, yet (to many) apparently 
without either structure or meaning. For those who have been jumped 
on for the crime of mentioning jazz and Elvis Presley in the same 
breath, the questions are posed, "what is this music called jazz, and if 
it is really quite distinct from the products of Tin Pan Alley, how did 
the confusion arise?"

It is not possible to give a definition 
of jazz which is both brief and satis­
factory, but its chief characteristics can 
be sketched in outline. Therl is first its 
regular, syncopated rhythm (this char­
acteristic, is, of course, shared with vari­
ous brands of “pop” music) and more 
important the practise of improvisation. 
This term refers to the jazz musician’s 
way of making his own melodic, rhyth­
mic, and harmonic variations on the 
musical theme he is playing. Jazz is an 
art for the player rather than the com­
poser, and the primary interest is in the 
solo and ensemble work of the instru­
mentalist.

There have been a number of differ­
ent schools or styles of jazz since it 
was originated by the Negro musicians 
of New Orleans around about the turn 
of the century. There is the traditional 
type of jazz, generally known as “dixie­
land” ; big-band jazz or swing; behop or 
just bop; and more recently modern, cool, 
or progressive jazz. Of course, these 
groupings do not cover the subject in any 
precise manner. It is sometimes difficult 
to label a jazz performance as belonging 
to this school or that, and even to de­
cide whether it can validly be called 
jazz. But in general, jazz is a form of 
serious music which is quite distinct from 
the popular music of the hit parade (and 
incidentally from orthodox European or 
“classical” music).

Commercialism

When did confusion over the word jazz 
first arise? It goes back at least as 
far as the first World War period, when 
the hot New Orleans style of the Origi­
nal Dixie land Jazz Band burst upon 
the record market. The traditional three- 
part ensemble of clarinet, cornet and 
trombone sounded chaotic at first hearing, 
but the style was accepted by the public 
as a new and exciting gimmick, and 
millions of copies of such records as 
“Tiger Rag” were sold. Jazz didn’t re­
tain this sudden popularity but the 
name stuck, being applied to anything

which sounded “fast and untutored.”
In the ’30s jazz entered the field of 

pop music on a far greater scale. There 
was a growing tendency for jazz-bands 
to get bigger and more commercialized. 
The new big-band jazz (swing) reached 
a peak of popularity in the late ’30s with 
such bands as Benny Goodman’s, Artie 
Shaw’s, Tommy Dorsey’s and many 
others, but in the long run the tendency 
for jazz and pop to move along separ­
ate paths, re-asserted itself. The bands’ 
vocalists (e.g. Tommy Dorsey’s Frank 
Sinatra) often left to become popular 
artists in their own right, while Glenn 
Miller took the big band out of jazz into 
the field of “straight” dance music and 
sentimental rubbish (Moonlight Seren­
ade, etc.).

Recent- Trends

Since the Swing Era there has been 
a two-fold reaction against commercial­
ism in jazz. On the one hand there has 
been a revival of interest in traditional 
forms of jazz, and on the other, the 
more important developments in modern 
jazz (i.e. bop, the west coast and cool 
schools, etc.). But jazz has not yet lived 
down its disreputable reputation. Con­
tinued defections of jazz artists, like the 
great traditional trumpeter Louis Arm­
strong, into the pop market, have helped 
keep the confusion alive. The “jazz 
equals rock ’n roll equals debauchery” 
idea dies hard.

However, serious interest in jazz has 
been on the increase over the past decade, 
even in New Zealand. Last year a jazz 
concert at Varsity drew a large and ap­
preciative audience. This year a similar 
group, led by Bart Stokes, is to give 
a concert in the Auckland Arts Festival 
(dizzy heights). In view of these trends, 
a jazz club has been formed in the Uni­
versity in order to organize record and 
live jazz sessions. The club’s president 
is Mike Blamires, and the patron is Bart 
Stokes.

— J. HOLT.
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Secretaries of Sports Clubs are 
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Phil Andrews & Barry Gustafson, 

Sports Section Editors.

There is no denying (we have been 
told it often enough) that Ronald 
Barker is a producer in a million. There 
is hope left for the theatre so long as 
the figures stay that way. As far as 
Synge is concerned, the alchemy of 
Barker’s touch converted the gold into 
the dross. The wonderful dramatic song 
that burst out ‘of Dublin in 1907 was 
so mushed up and distorted in the C.A.S.. 
presentation that had it not been for 
the names the actors wore like misplaced 
persons’ tags, recognition would have 
been more than difficult.

The play itself, in the cold black and 
white of print, makes fine reading. It 
has a good story, loads of humour, a 
thread of pathos, and combining them all 
is a poetic prose which, in its line, is 
unexcelled. It is the voice of a fast­
dying people, for whom Ireland is a 
land of life and love accepted naturally— 
not the maudlin Ireland of the lost kings 
and the empty halls of Tara. There is 
no doubt about it, Synge knew what 
he was doing, and did it well. If only 
producers could bring themselves to 
realize that playwrights know what they 
are doing when they write sentences this 
way or that, or when they bother to 
give stage-instructions, there would be 
less embarrassment for cast and audience 
alike.

There is not much point in going into 
the production. Detail, in this case, is 
quite as unpleasant as the whole. It 
negated whatever pathos was in the play. 
It screwed the poetry of individual lines 
into a hard ball and fed it to the audi­
ence like a horse-pill. It reduced the full 
size characters of Synge to hamming 
puppets. And worst of all, the action of 
the entire play was crammed into what 
wasn't much more than a king-size 
matchbox. Consequently, the play was 
about as moving as a comedy of mice 
inside a bread bin.

Howard Cairns as Christy, and Charles 
Walker as his father,' were the' only 
two in the cast who seemed to have 
any idea of what they were about. Both 
of them performed very well in the 
face of the opposition.

The rest, to do them justice, tried. 
Their accents managed to wander over 
most of the thirty-two counties, but 
Flaherty the publican, not content with 
this, crossed the Irish Sea and revelled 
in the Midlands. Costume was the only 
change Brian Brimer made since he 
played Candida’s father.

Pity it is that the younger cast mem­
bers may well have ruined their chances 
by their little drama school tricks. The 
two peasant girls sprang about the stage 
like pogo-sticks, and Brian McNeill’s 
Shawn Keogh —  the closest thing to the 
proverbial villiage idiot —  spent his time 
hunched up as though the stage instruc­
tions included melted vertebrae for repect- 
ed suitors. Even when Synge wrote that 
he did not bother to think “whether it was 
a comedy, tragedy, or extravaganza” I 
doubt if he visualized this sort of non­
sense.

The programme was very good.
After two hours of stage - Irish jab­

ber and irritating case histories, the 
most appropriate comment is in two 
lines from Synge himself.
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New Zealand as a “Culture - Colony”
Socialists have long denounced national divisions as absurd and detrimental to world peace. As two 

world wars have further demonstrated the dangers of excessive nationalism both essentially supra-national 
and anti-competitive in spirit —  struggle to control the inevitable process of inter-nationalization. Without 
our fully realizing it, many of the more advanced nations now form the basis of an international commun­
ity, created in the image of American Capitalism. This is the community of all who have adopted as their 
ultimate goal the establishment of the "American way of life." Wherever the glossy pages of Life Inter­
national or the Saturday Evening Post are displayed, wherever American films are viewed, American-style 
clothes worn, American cars driven or imitated, this community is being created. The Iron Curtain is not 
proof against it. Elvis Presley "sends" East Germans just as he does English or American teenagers. The 
Russian and Chinese leaders encourage their people with the incentive of "beating America". All over the 
world the American way of life is the pace-setter. As more and more countries become Westernized and 
industrialized, so the attraction of the American way of life becomes more solidly built into the dynamo 
of civilization.

Britain is now little more than another 
“culture colony" of the U.S. In the 19th 
Century British influence was paramount 
in developing communities. Now prestige 
leadership has passed elsewhere. Culture 
export is now one of the main prestige 
weapons, and here Britain cannot com­
pete. A  distinctively British way of life 
is rarely depicted in British films. The 
best British actors, directors and writers 
cross the Atlantic and help to inter­
nationalize the American way of life. Ris­
ing cost and the competition Tv. force 
American and British film-makers into 
a new dependence on the foreign market, 
but there the American ethos reigns 
supreme. British films still try to capi­
talize on a few national idiosyncracies 
like Royalty and an alleged fondness for 
old cars, trains, etc., but more and more 
they have to conform to the standards 
of the new international culture.

New Zealand has never been anything 
else but a “culture colony.” In other 
words, her popular culture is almost en­
tirely derived from outside sources. Mass 
culture presupposes mass leisure, and 
leisure is not highly valued in a society 
preoccupied with production, such as the 
pioneering New Zealand community. 
When the technological revolution made 
possible mass leisure and raised consumer 
value to a new prominence, ft also 
created the mass media to satisfy the new 
leisure demands. Because the entry of 
the common man into the promised land 
coincided with the advent of the new 
culture, its values and styles were ac­
cepted as part of his natural inheritance 
and the old class cultures were discarded 
as associated with economic subordina­
tion.

Quite a few young New Zealanders 
become skilled practitioners in the old 
middle-class culture world of classical 
music or poetry recitation, but we pro­
duce no one who will interpret our coun­
try to us in terms of the mass creative 
media of today, the media which are 
creating the culture most of us support. 
In a recent B.B.C. talk Max Gluckman 
described a type of community in which 
internal jealousies are so strong that 
only foreigners are allowed to become 
culture-leaders. New Zealand seems a 
case in point. American leadership does 
not violate our creed of one New Zea­
lander as good as another.

The dominant position which the 
American mass media have in our leisure­
time activities has encouraged in us an 
unhealthy reverence for all things Ameri­
can. We are becoming a mass society, 
and mass societies are kept satisfied by 
bread and circuses. The New Zealand

Government provides generous supplies 
of bread by way of the Welfare State —  
never mind what its political philosophy 
is —  while the Americans provide the 
circuses. These we uncritically accept 
because, if American films, for instance, 
present social problems, they are not 
our problems. Their content is of no 
great interest to us unless the “Ameri­
can way of life” is glorified. We are 
accustomed to problems being set and 
solved for us in our popular culture in 
some cloud-cuckoo land far removed 
from our everyday lives. Instead of 
worrying about these, we sit back and 
concentrate on how something is done, 
not on what is done.

The dangers of living in a “culture 
colony” are now becoming apparent. A 
mass society, nourished on mass culture, 
demands a religion placing less responsi­
bility on the individual than the Protes­
tantism of our ancestors. We require a 
mass religion, and it is this demand, com­
mon to all American “culture colonies,” 
that Billy Graham has been called in 
to satisfy. The Churches admit their 
failure, and invite Billy Graham to build 
a new religion suited to a society accept­
ing its cultural leadership from the 
American mass media. Protestantism was 
a religion of individuals. It stressed the 
primacy of the individual conscience, and 
the position of the believer as his own 
priest. Now we count heads, and are 
persuaded that a religion which attracts 
audiences of 140,000, makes 5,000 con­
verts and provides a choir of 2 ,0 0 0  must 
have something which we ought to have. 
This is the same appeal as is made by 
the mass media advertisers —  “The Ten 
Commandments” cost 10 million dollars 
to make and contains thousands extras, 
while, of course, 9 out 10 Hollywood 
film stars or 10 million American house­
wives cannot be wrong. Thus “culture 
colony” values permeate even the in­
dividualist religion of our ancestors, and 
create something quite new.

The mass media assure us that our 
problems will be solved by a simple faith 
in the “American way of life.” The 
Fascist state requires people to leave 
their problems to its care. The Billy 
Graham message is that we must ab­
dicate our political responsibilities and 
trust the works of God’s will. Said Grady 
Wilson:

“ (Christ) cares about the racial prob­
lems in Nyasaland, in the United 
States, the political revolutions in 
South America, and other parts of the 
world, the cold war, the bloodshed in 
Cyprus, the bitter feeings between the 
Arab and Israel; there are tremendous

storms and turmoil all over the world. 
But Christ can produce peace in the 
midst of the storm. Christ can pro­
duce the answer; He alone can find the 
solution.”

Billy Graham, as quoted by Mr Bull in 
the last issue of “ Craccum” says: 
Political freedom . . . Education . . . 
higher living standards. Have these 
brought us what we are seeking? . . . 
Do these modern wonders bring us a 
sense of fulfilment . . . ?
Political freedom, then, is a modern 

wonder which may be dispensed with. 
We will have world peace when the 
world leaders are all converted. In the 
meantime, we must acquiesce in the 
present political set-up, while Dr. Graham 
refuses to comment on the banning of 
nuclear tests.

If our* economic structure collapses as 
our religious structure has, what guaran­
tee is there that we will not adopt Fas­
cist methods and principles in the State 
as we seem to be doing in the Church ? 
It is part of our mythology that liberal 
democracy is the politcial expression of 
Protestant individualism. Will faith in 
the one collapse with faith in the other?

The mass media and Billy Graham 
both serve admirably the desire of Ameri­
can Big Business for people conditioned 
to the method by which it seeks to ex­
tend and consolidate its political control 
not only in the United States but in 
America’s “culture colonies.” By our un­
critical acceptance of the mass media, we 
are being unconsciously driven to take 
sides for totalitarian capitalism, i.e. 
fascism, as against totalitarism socialism, 
i.e. communism. We do not notice this 
process because the advertising agents of 
Big Business and the people who control 
the mass media exert all their efforts to 
make us concentrate on how something 
is done, not on what is done. We are 
conditioned to the desirability of certain 
techniques; the results.and the decisions 
do not concern us. As Mr Bull admits, 
Billy Graham’s appeal is through his 
“sincerity,” as evidenced by his manly 
looks, powerful personality, and fine 
family life. That the methods of mass 
persuasion should dominate our cultural 
life is bad enough. That they should 
be creating for us a new kind of re­
ligion is even worse. But that they are 
also invading the political sphere and 
conditioning us to regard political free­
dom as a failure, acquiesence is authori­
tarian control as God’s will, and display, 
size, and “sincerity” as the ultimate 
values, poses for us the great crisis of 
political decision.

— D. A. HAMER.
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For years, the United States has 
avoided a Summit Meeting like the 
plague on the grounds that no good 
could plossfiblv come from conferring 
with the Soviet Union. Mr Macmillan’s 
recent trip to Moscow casts new light 
on the question —  in his opinion, some 
easing of tension could come from a 
meeting of the Bosses. Eisenhowers 
latest statement that “the allies are not 
going to be bluffed or blackmailed into 
going to the summit,” implies, however 
that there is something to be feared from 
a Summit Meeting. One has only to 
imagine the respective heads of govern­
ment in one room together to see whence 
the basis of this fear comes. The dodder­
ing American, unsupported by the inimit­
able Dulles, would hardly be a match 
for the garrulous Englishman or the 
cunning Russian. Western initiative could 
not fail to fall into the hands of Mac­
millan, with consequent loss of prestige 
for the uncrowned king of the “Free 
World.”

Moreover, once again one is forced to 
ask whether or not the United States is 
in favour of lessening Cold War tension. 
Events on the New York Stock Ex­
change during international crises would 
seem to indicate that the ruling class in 
America is best served by a hot Cold 
War —  with the result that we can 
only expect the United States to go 
to the Summit shouldi a World War be­
come more than likely, and the public 
demand action, not platitudes.

★

Those students who are somewhat dis­
mayed at the apathy that still exists 
among the New Zealand public towards 
the banning of the manufacture and test­
ing of Nuclear Weapons will be heart­
ened to see that in England, at any rate, 
there are 15,000 people willing to shoulder 
banners and brave wet weather for this 
pressing cause. This year’s Aldermaston 
rally, the biggest ever, was fortunately 
not accompanied by the adverse publicity 
gained last year from the alleged mob­
bing of a car incident, and was notable 
for the calibre of the speakers— amongst
them, J. B. Priestley and A. J. P. Tay­
lor, who addressed the gathering in Tra­
falgar Square. The presence of a large 
number of students among the marchers, 
and the fact that Otago University has 
already staged a protest march should jog 
the Auckland students’ conscience.

★

A Vicky cartoon entitled “ Partner­
ship —  by Roy Welensky” in a recent 
copy of an English review aptly cari­
catures the British Government attitude, 
and Sir Roy’s, to the Black-White ques­
tion in Central Africa. The smug-faced 
Welensky, the so-often-quoted advocate 
of black-white co-operation, is pictured, 
cudgel in hand, with one foot firmly 
placed on the small of a prostrate 
Negro’s back.

Recent investigation is beginning to 
unfold a clear pattern of planned Brit­
ish aggression in Central Africa during 
February and March. In the first place, 
the state of emergency declared in Rho­
desia and Nyasaland at the end of Feb­
ruary had been carefully planned by the 
Government authorities last year, as a 
means of banning the African National 
Congress. Secondly, force was being used 
by whites as early as the beginning of 
January to disband groups participating 
in Dr. Banda’s meeting. Thirdly, reports 
of a “Black Conspiracy” have turned 
out to be nothing more than an attempt 
to justify the already carefully planned 
aggression. Reports from Northern 
Nyasaland show that in an area where 
natives were in control for a week be­
fore the declaration of emergency, there 
was no evidence of anti-white violence. 
It is significant that not one of the 39 
civilians on security force casualties re­
ported during the whole disturbance was 
injured before the declaration of emer­
gency. The question one is forced to ask
then, is, whose was the emergency?


