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N ew  Z ealand U n iversity  S tu d en t P ress Council

Student Summer
STUDENTS’ CONGRESS, CURIOUS

“Congress offers one of the finest- opportunities 
that students have of living in an atmosphere of high 
intellectual ferment where good talk, discussion, and 
the search for truth are continued in a relaxed 
atmosphere of friendship,1' said Sir George Currie, 
Vice Chancellor of the University of New Zealand, 
and veteran of many past Congresses, in his opening 
address to Congress 1961.

The programm e offers w ide  
recreational opportunies as w ell 
as discussion on all m anner of 
subjects, he continued, and he 
assured new  m em bers that they  
were in for an intellectual treat 
as w ell as for a holiday.

His words were certa in ly  
born out as far  as Congress  
1961 was concerned.
About one hundred and tw enty  

students and staff m em bers turned  
up at Curious Cove. A ucklanders 
were in the m ajority, w ith  over 
thirty-five representatives, but 
there was a reasonably balanced  
attendance from  all the un iversi­
ties.

Speakers covered a w ide range 
of topics—from the m ythology of 
the ancient Greeks, to trade 
unions and present day economic 
problems. And students partied, 
water skied, sunbathed, w ent for 
a launch trip, held a poetry read­
ing, a panel discussion, and a m id­

night barbecue, as w ell as many 
other activities.

Congress 1961 w as especially

THE NINTH ISC
A Report from NZUSA Delegate 
Peter Menzies

A t the end of August, 1960, 
delegations from 73 national 
unions assem bled in the m ountain  
village of Klosters, Sw itzerland, 
for the N inth International 
Student Conference (ISC ). The 
conference m eets every 18 m onths 
to organise international student 
events, and g ive support to 
students fighting suppressive  
regim es and organise financial 
assistance, w here possible, for 
needy students.

At the 9th ISC, international 
study projects, sem inars, and 
regional events w ere initiated. A  
student delegation is to travel

COVE, 1961
notable for controller Cecilia 
Frost’s sm ooth organisation, and 
for the length and vigor of the 
discussions— trade unionist Toby 
H ill was answ ering questions four 
hours after the end of his talk.

Sum m aries o f C ongress ta lk s  
are g iv en  inside.

through East A sia to encourage the  
form ation of national unions, and 
student co-operation. Sim ilar 
delegations w ill v isit Africa, and 
India, Pakistan and N epal. 
Sem inars are to be held in  
Europe, Africa, Asia, Caribbean, 
and South Am erica, to discuss 
student w elfare, student press, 
regional events, illiteracy, and 
political suppression. In the 
com ing year scholarships w ill be 
offered to A lgerian students, and 
hom es are to be built for them . 
Poverty stricken students in Hong 
Kong w ill be given  support, and 
an International Exchange Fund  
has been established to provide 
scholarships and facilitate student 
travel. A  team  of five students has 
been elected and ordered to in ­
vestigate and report on the sup­
pression of student liberty in 
eleven  countries.

At this conference more than  
ever before m atters of a political 
nature w ere discussed and becam e 
the focal point. Previous ISC’s 
have lim ited discussion to m atters 
concerning “students as such” 
w hich ruled out discussion of 
purely political m atters. But at 
this ISC it was agreed to discuss 
all problem s concerned w ith the 
m aintenance of student rights and 
the struggle for freedom and 
peace. Thus on m any problems 
there w ere often disputes of 
passionate eloquence on one side 
and discernable im patience on the 
other.

It is to be hoped that in 
allowing the introduction of 
such controversial matters the 
IS C  is not carry ing the seeds 
of its own destruction.

C on gressites rela x in g  a t  Ship Cove.



A COLONIAL PROBLEM FOR N.Z.
Finding that the most northern part of New Zealand is over  

2,200 miles from A u ck la nd  came as a surprise  to most of Congress.  
“ It is not generally realised,” said Mr A lpers  in opening his address,  
“that the Cook Is lands are an integral part of our country .” Despite  
this fact, they have no representation in Parl iam ent, and have their  
own taxes, customs duties, and m any of their  own laws.

Little note w as taken in  N ew  
Zealand of the problem s confront­
ing the islands up until the 
“Belshaw -Stace report” in 1955, 
but people w ere now  com ing to 
realise that N ew  Zealand has a 
serious, though sm all, colonial 
problem on her hands. The N ew

Zealand G overnm ent subsidises 
the islands’ econom y to the extent 
of over £28 per head each year, 
and it seem s that they m ay be in ­
capable of econom ic independence. 
Mr A lpers stressed the need for 
good adm inistrators in the islands, 
and appealed to U niversity

students to take som e heed of the 
jobs that need to be filled there. 
M edical and agricultural advisory  
positions, for instance are filled  
not by N ew  Zealanders (w ho are 
unw illing to go there) but by Eng­
lishm en or foreigners.

He sketched in som e of the 
history of the islands, to show  
som e of the factors leading to their  
present position. The islands fa ll 
into tw o distinct groups; the in ­
fertile atolls of the north, and the 
volcanic islands of the south. 
M issionary activity began in 1821 
w ith the arrival of John W illiam s 
of the London M issionary Society. 
The advent of w halers, slavers, 
diseases, and alcohol, w ith the 
assistance of a disastrous hurri­
cane, drastically reduced the 
population. M issionary rule w as 
also inadequate to control the out­
siders, so in 1888 a British P rotec­
torate was proclaimed. The dras­
tically  reduced population gave an 
unrealistic im pression of great 
prosperity, and in 1900 so im ­
pressed Seddon that he success­
fu lly  intrigued for annexation of 
the islands by N ew  Zealand, e x ­
pecting them  to serve as a fruit 
garden for N ew  Zealanders. But 
rapidly increasing populations and 
other causes eventually  reduced  
the surplus crops available for 
export.

In 1911, w e w ere paying the 
islands an annual subsidy of about 
£1 a head, and in  1930 30 /- a 
head. Of this 12/9 w as spent on 
education (i.e., one quarter of the 
amount spent on N ew  Zealanders) 
and 7/9  on health, w hich w as half 
of the N ew  Zealand figure. This 
was at a tim e w hen there w as a 
much greater need for these ser­
vices than existed  in N ew  Zealand. 
During the depression these subsi­
dies w ere actually reduced, but 
m eanw hile leprosy, TB, and other 
diseases got out of hand on m any  
of the islands, and good govern­
m ent was destroyed. The coming 
of the Labour governm ent in 1935 
led to im provem ents, subsidies 
w ere doubled, and the adm inistra­
tion helped w ith the export of 
fruit.

In 1946 w e gave the islands a 
L egislative Council w ith  a Euro­
pean m ajority, and advisory  
powers only, and in 1958 an act 
was passed establishing a L egisla­
tive A ssem bly w ith  a Maori 
m ajority, w ith pow ers affecting all 
revenue earned in the territory.

A t present w e subsidise their 
17,000 people at the rate of

A significant part in all Congresses is taken by the 
forum, in which debates on all manner of subjects may be 
heard. International affairs, student life, Congress arrange­
ments, New Zealand politics, and other subjects were heard 
at the 1961 forum, which received a national press coverage, 
giving wide publicity to some controversial topics.

CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS
That this m eeting shall disband as the official forum  of the 1961 

NZUSA Congress and re-establish  itse lf as an autonom ous m eeting  
of students and staff m em bers of N.Z. U niversities at a residential 
camp at Curious Cove and that this m eeting shall have the pow er to 
issue such statem ents and take such action as it shall deem  fit.
That the Press Officer be requested to publish the fu ll texts of all 

remits passed by this forum  in the forthcom ing N ZU SA  supple­
ment.— Carried unanim ously.

That Congress O lym pics be totally  abolished.
That the right to sub-edit reports of talks given  at Congress be 

restricted to the speakers only. The senior Press Officer shall 
be responsible for handing the report to a new spaper.

That this Congress opposes the teaching of religion in State schools. 
That the G overnm ent abolish the bonded postprimary teacher’s 

studentship and implement the suggested bursary  programme as 
outlined in the P a r ry  Report.

That w e denounce the negative attitude of the G overnm ent towards 
the im plem entation of im provem ents in student bursaries.

Th a t  this meeting expresses resolute opposition to the National 
G overnm ent’s pre-election promise that the Police Offence 
Am endment Act 1960, be repealed, and the provisions of the 
1951 am endment being restored in full.

That this Congress request the Governm ent to extend the practice of 
the Colombo P lan to include a schem e w hereby young people 
of all w alks of life  w ould be able to m ake a w orthw hile contribu­
tion to the w elfare of both South East A sia and, directly, to the 
w elfare of their ow n country.

Young people fresh ly  out of their  studentships, apprenticeship or 
other periods of tra in ing would be enlisted on a vo luntary  basis 
for w ork in South East A s ia  for a period of, say, one year.

To qualify for this work w hich, it is believed, w ould be keen ly  
sought after, the individual w ould first be requested to com plete 
a shorter period of, say, six  months, during w hich he w ould be 
occupied in essential com m unity service in N ew  Zealand. The 
scheme w ould be financed as it grew, from progressive reduc­
tions in the defence spending; the trainee could receive  
remuneration equal to that of a private in the army.

Such trainees would, it is believed, return to New Zealand better 
qualified to help their  own country, better informed as citizens  
of a democracy and having made a w orth w h ile  contribution to 
the betterment of international relations and the world in 
general. (Continued on page five)
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C oncentration  and re la x a tio n — a C ongress audience.

CAN WE MAINTAIN OUR LIVING
STANDARDS IN NEW ZEALAND?

T h is  ta lk  created great public interest. Professor Holmes’s 
mention of the desirability  of a longer parl iam entary  term of govern­
ment provoked commendatory editorials in m any newspapers, and 
the Prim e Minister (M r  Holyoake) was moved to comment on it.

£500,000 annually. The position is 
the direct opposite of exploitation, 
but in som e w ays just as deleteri­
ous to the people’s w elfare. The 
islands are so sm all, so scattered, 
so varied, that adm inistrative and 
transportation costs are out of all 
proportion to the population. We 
have no training schem e for ad­
m inistrators— our m en are inade­
quately prepared. The islanders, 
sensing their lack of “m ana,” call 
them “sm all people.”

“The basis of our adm inistrative 
attitude to these people has been  
wrong,” said Mr A lpers. “It can 
be sum med up in a favourable  
joke of present-day administrators: 
First you tell ’em how to do it, 
then you show  ’em how  to do it—  
then you do it yourself.” Com­
pare this w ith  w hat W illiam s had 
to say before getting his new  
converts to build a 150 by 60 foot 
church, and a 50-by-18 foot ocean­
going ship: “You w ill find them  
capable of anything that you can 
teach them ,” he told a fe llo w ­
missionary.

This fault is show n up in the 
first instance in our having, until 
very recently, m ade no attem pt to 
teach the islanders anything about 
local governm ent or adm inistra­
tion. The near-m onopoly of one 
company w hich trades in the 
islands leaves islanders over­
dependent on the m ovem ents of 
the com pany’s one sm all ship. 
Time and again in the outer 
islands, produce m ay be left rot­
ting on the shore for lack of 
transport— the ship hasn’t arrived, 
or is fu lly  loaded. Transport fees  
are exorbitant —  “There is an 
urgent need for the G overnm ent 
to provide for one or more inter­
island trading vessels, and to en­
courage and accelerate the form a­
tion of co-operatives,” continued  
Mr Alpers.

There are m any good points to 
our adm inistration, he said. Most 
certainly w e m ean w ell. N ew  
Zealanders’ ignorance of the 
problem that exists m ay be a 
cause of the apathy w hen it comes 
to applying for positions in the 
islands. Mr A lpers felt that the 
Governm ent should adm it that 
help is needed, and seek people 
w illing to serve in a m issionary  
spirit. The problem s are increas­
ing—the population w ill double in 
the next 25 years, the local food  
supplies are already exceeded. 
Above all culture and care of the 
islands’ coconut trees is in a 
shocking state.

Opening his address, Professor 
Holm es, Professor of econom ics, 
and Dean of the faculty of com ­
m erce at V ictory U niversity, e x ­
plained that as econom ists have  
not been very successful ip pre­
dicting the future, he w oul4 con­
fine h im self to explain ing the 
factors w hich affect our standard  
of living, and how they apply to 
us in N ew  Zealand.

He defined “standard of liv in g” 
as the volum e of m aterial goods 
and services available to pur­
chasers— the variety of goods pur­
chased w as not his concern. This 
standard w as basically dependant 
on three factors: What w e produce 
per head of our population; our 
volum e of imports as compared  
to that of exports; and our borrow ­
ing overseas and the am ount w e  
draw on our reserves.

If we are to achieve growth,  
said Professor Holmes, we  
must place an emphasis on 
the development of our over­
seas trade.
We can no longer rely on the 

U.K. to take all our exports as 
before. We need new  markets, 
and m ust be prepared to alter our 
products to suit them, and accept 
the possib ility  of having to bear 
in itia lly  low  prices as a cost of 
developm ent.

If investm ents in our industries 
are not high enough, Professor 
H olm es continued, w e m ust be 
prepared to borrow overseas. It is

high time, he said, that w e got rid 
of our pathological suspiciousness 
of international financial institu­
tions. N ew  Zealand should play  
her proper part in the work of the 
International M onetary Fund and 
the World Bank.

Protection of local industries by 
itself provides no guarantee w hat­
soever that N ew  Zealand’s 
econom y w ill becom e less vu lner­
able. The protection of inefficiency 
should be avoided, and internal 
barriers to trade should be re­
duced as much as possible.

If w e are to have sound, 
balanced growth, w e must have  
governm ents who w ill m ake 
policies w hich m ay prove un­
popular until their results can be 
felt. During 1961, said Professor 
Holm es, before anyone could confi­
dently predict the result of the  
next general election, the govern­
m ent should m ake the decision to 
hold a referendum  on the question  
of extending the parliam entary  
term of governm ent to four or 
five years.

T h is  would be an aid to the 
adoption of economic policies 
appropriate for New Zealand  
in her continued dependance 
on prices overseas for her  
prim ary  products. It might 
help curb the bad effects on 
the country's  economy of the 
domestic spending sprees  
w hich tend to occur in election 
years.



D E L E G A T E S A T T E N D  A CULTURAL E V E N IN G
(N .Z .er B rian  Shaw  in le ft  foreground)

SEM INAR IN SAIGON
“ If you were suddenly told that you must leave your 

country, today, in half an hour's time, forever— what would 
you take with you?— another scarf? an extra pullover? No. 
In the moment of climax, you reach for what the heart 
remembers.”
The speaker w as Mr A lec D ick­

son, secretary of the Royal Com­
m onwealth Society: the place w as 
the D ien Hong conference Hall, 
Saigon, V iet Nam: the event, a 
Seminar on “The Role of Youth 
Organisations in N ational R econ­
struction,” organised by WAY, the  
World A ssem bly of Youth, and 
attended by representatives of 29 
nations. The date w as January  
17, 1961.

Mr Dickson w as one of a num ber  
of distinguished speakers who  
addressed participants during the 
ten day sem inar on a variety of 
contemporary problem s in Asia.

During the cruel events of the  
Hungarian revolution in 1956, 
hundreds of students in W estern  
Europe had discovered, after 
hitherto rather privileged and 
sheltered lives, that they w ere  
needed; that they had som ething  
to give; and in those hours, they  
became men. These students had 
had an opportunity to assist the  
Hungarian refugees and to g ive  
them acceptance —  into their 
friendships, into their hom es, into 
their lives.

But, said Mr Dickson, w h ile  it 
is true that young people 
approaching manhood w ish  to fee l 
of service, opportunities for service  
are not to be found only in dra­
matic situations: and each of us 
should look for situations w here  
the contribution of young people 
is of more value precisely because

it is by young people.
The problem s of youth in the 

W est today are largely concom it­
ants of the establishm ent of the 
W elfare State: youth organisations 
are no longer revolutionary— they  
are respectable, they are “estab­
lished” : and w hen boredom reigns, 
violence is never far distant. In 
the modern form s of juvenile  
delinquency, for exam ple, w e can 
see that an im portant charac­
teristic is not the acquisition of 
the prey, but the excitem ent of 
the hunt. But should w e not be 
glad of this capacity in young  
people to revolt? We should be 
quick to detect these qualities of 
revolt, and to canalize them.

Youth in the East have, as their 
first task, to re-establish that elan 
w hich disappeared w ith  the 
achievem ent of independence: new  
and urgent thought is required so 
that youth can be of service to the 
com m unity. In Asia, there is a 
m anifest contrast betw een  what 
the youth of China are doing, and 
w hat those in the other, free, 
countries, are not doing. Creative 
im agination is required on the 
part of youth leaders to see oppor­
tunities for service w here at pre­
sent can be seen only boredom —  
and nothing.

For tw o w eeks, sem inar dele­
gates (together w ith  the w riter, 
who attended as an observer from

W ritten  by N ew  Zealand  
observer B rian Shaw .

N ew  Zealand) lived  and talked  
together in the beautiful, avenued  
city of Saigon, a few  kilom etres 
from the tw in-city  of Cholon. We 
w ere, each of us, overw helm ed by 
the truly rem arkable hospitality  
and friendliness of our Vietnam ese 
hosts. We rested one w eekend at 
the cool m ountain resort of Dalat. 
We also sam pled, at performances 
arranged for us, the Vietnam ese 
cultural renaissance: and it was 
im possible not to experience, once 
again, som ething of that profound 
agony w hich marks the valid ity  of 
all art. And at all hours w e con­
tinued to debate the details of 
w hat could be done by youth 
organisations in Asia.

And w hat m ust be done. A t the 
end, w e returned to our own 
countries: and as I flew across the 
m ighty life-g iv ing M ekong flowing 
down from the border of Laos, 
across the virgin forest of Can- 
bodia, over the m agnificence of 
A ngkor Wat, on over the flat 
eastern portions of Thailand, over 
the slim e-covered Klongs of Bang­
kok, I rem em bered. I remembered 
that, thirty kilom etres from 
Saigon, the V iet Cong guerillas 
w ere active day and night in the 
battle for the minds of the 
peasants. I rem em bered that true; 
loyalty  is based on conviction, but 
that in  the absence of any seen 
basis for conviction, it w as possible 
to mound in harshness and terror 
another, m ore ignoble loyalty 
based on fear: that the night raids, 
kangaroo co u rts‘and “exem plary” 
executions at night by the Viet 
Cong in V ietnam  w ere only a 
sm all part of the picture on that 
great continent.

“W hat must be done?”
“We m ust jump from a pre­

capitalist to a post-communist 
econom y w ith in  one generation."

“I have dedicated m y life  to 
m y country. I am prepared to die 
tom orrow to preserve our free­
dom .”

And I rem em bered m ore simply, 
the brief account w hich I heard 
in halting English from a mother 
of m y ow n age, a refugee w ho hao 
escaped from Hanoi in North Viet 
nam three m onths earlier. Her 
husband and child had been killed 
in the flight. One w ould be very 
insensitive not to be m oved by the 
story, sim ilar to countless others, 
but each unique in its restatemen: 
of m an’s inconquerable spirit, of 
the jealousy w ith  w hich freedoit 
is husbanded by  those w ho havr 
found it— in how ever im p erfect; 
form — w hen previously they hat 
had none.
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TRADE UNIONISM IN NEW ZEALANDTHE N ATU R E  
OF FREEDOM

Professor K. J. Scott, Professor 
of Political Science at Victoria 
University, gave the final address 
to Congress w ith a m em orable 
lecture entitled “The Nature of 
Freedom.” Freedom, as opposed  
to a system  of tyranny, is a fairly  
modern ideal —  for exam ple, in  
medieval tim es, the ideal w as a 
system of law , as opposed to a 
state of anarchy.

Freedom of action results, said  
Professor Scott, w hen a person  
wants to do a thing, has the sk ill 
to do it, and is allow ed to do it. 
One of the first points he raised is 
that a decrease in  unfreedom  does 
not constitute an increase in  free­
dom —  an ascetic, rem oving his 
desires, is not increasing his 
freedom.

He compared the 18th century  
view that m an’s freedom  could be 
increased by a decrease in  social 
restrictions, w ith  the 19th century  
opinion that freedom  w ould be 
increased by increasing m an’s 
power over nature, and said that 
these v iew s w ere supplem entary.

“As w ell as a lack of restraint, 
you need a positive opportunity—  
the right to educate children is no

(C ontinued on b ack  p a g e)

The m ost popular speaker at 
congress was, w ithout doubt, Mr 
Toby H ill. Four hours of discus­
sion follow ed his talk, “The best 
talk  on unionism  I have ever  
heard,” as Professor Holmes 
described it. Mr H ill was General 
Secretary of the N ew  Zealand  
W atersiders’ Union from 1942 up 
until the tim e of the strike in  
1951, is now  secretary of the N.Z. 
Theatrical W orkers’ Union.

He was called on to join in all 
the activities at Congress, turned  
up to m any of the parties, acted 
as spokesm an for strikers picketing  
the hall on the night of the fancy  
dress, and, having to leave early, 
received  a grand farew ell w hen  
all the students turned up to say  
goodbye and sing him on his way.

There is no desire on the part of 
the workers for sacrifice and suf­
fering to im prove their liv ing  
standards, said Mr Hill. They  
w ould m uch rather settle their 
disputes by conciliation and m ain­
tain happy industrial relations. 
H ow ever in  m any parts of the 
w orld, such as the southern parts 
of the USA, the struggle for the 
w orkers1 rights is still going on, 
and martyrdom  is by no m eans 
finished yet.

Mr H ill gave his fu ll support for 
voluntary unionism. “Compulsory

m em bership of any organisation is 
prohibited by the Charter of the 
U nited N ations,” he said. It must 
be rem em bered also that the right 
to picket, strike, boycott, and give  
support— both financial and moral 
— to unions on strike is guaranteed 
in the charter.

Mr H ill who w as secretary of 
the W aterside W orkers’ Union at 
the tim e of the dispute in 1951 
strongly defended his actions at 
that tim e. “We w ere not on strike 
—w e offered to work a 40-hour 
w eek— but w ere locked out.”

“The Governm ent brought down 
regulations taking aw ay our demo­
cratic rights. The charter was 
forgotten and the union’s funds 
w ere frozen. We w ere also denied 
the right to state our case to the 
public over the radio or in the 
new spapers.

“The then Prim e Minister, Mr 
Holland, also denied the Labour 
Party the right to m ake any state­
m ent on the dispute w hile it was 
in progress. Mr Nash was pre­
vented, by the police, from  
addressing a m eeting at Hamilton 
until he gave an assurance that 
he w ould not m ention the dispute.

“Furtherm ore I w as prevented  
from addressing tw o m eetings at 
that tim e. One w as to m em bers of

(Continued on back page)
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D E L E G A T E S A T T E N D  A CU LTURA L E V E N IN G
(N .Z .er B rian  Shaw  in le ft  foreground)

IN SAIGON
“ If you were suddenly told that you must leave your 

country, today, in half an hour’s time, forever— what would 
you take with you?— another scarf? an extra pullover? No. 
In the moment of climax, you reach for what the heart 
remembers.”
The speaker w as Mr A lec D ick­

son, secretary of the Royal Com­
monwealth Society: the place was 
the Dien Hong conference Hall, 
Saigon, V iet Nam: the event, a 
Seminar on “The Role of Youth  
Organisations in N ational R econ­
struction,” organised by WAY, the  
World A ssem bly of Youth, and 
attended by representatives of 29 
nations. The date w as January  
17, 1961.

Mr D ickson w as one of a num ber 
of distinguished speakers who  
addressed participants during the 
ten day sem inar on a variety  of 
contemporary problem s in Asia.

During the cruel events of the  
Hungarian revolution in 1956, 
hundreds of students in W estern  
Europe had discovered, after 
hitherto rather privileged  and 
sheltered lives, that they w ere  
needed; that they had som ething  
to give; and in those hours, they  
became m en. These students had 
had an opportunity to assist the 
Hungarian refugees and to g ive  
them acceptance —  into their 
friendships, into their hom es, into 
their lives.

But, said Mr Dickson, w h ile  it 
is true that young people 
approaching manhood w ish to fee l 
of service, opportunities for service  
are not to be found only in dra­
matic situations: and each of us 
should look for situations w here  
the contribution of young people 
is of more va lue precisely because

it is by young people.
The problem s of youth in the 

W est today are largely concom it­
ants of the establishm ent of the 
W elfare State: youth organisations 
are no longer revolutionary— they  
are respectable, they are “estab­
lished” : and w hen boredom reigns, 
violence is never far distant. In 
the modern form s of juven ile  
delinquency, for exam ple, w e can 
see that an im portant charac­
teristic is not the acquisition of 
the prey, but the excitem ent of 
the hunt. But should w e not be 
glad of this capacity in young  
people to revolt? We should be 
quick to detect these qualities of 
revolt, and to canalize them .

Youth in the East have, as their 
first task, to re-establish that elan 
w hich disappeared w ith  the 
achievem ent of independence: new  
and urgent thought is required so 
that youth can be of service to the 
com m unity. In Asia, there is a 
m anifest contrast betw een  w hat 
the youth of China are doing, and 
w hat those in the other, free, 
countries, are not doing. Creative 
im agination is required on the 
part of youth leaders to see oppor­
tunities for service w here at pre­
sent can be seen only boredom —  
and nothing.

For tw o w eeks, sem inar dele­
gates (together w ith  the w riter, 
w ho attended as an observer from

W ritten  by N ew  Zealand  
observer B rian Shaw .

N ew  Zealand) lived  and talked 
together in the beautiful, avenued 
city of Saigon, a few  kilometres 
from the tw in-city of Cholon. We 
w ere, each of us, overw helm ed by 
the truly rem arkable hospitality 
and friendliness of our Vietnamese 
hosts. We rested one w eekend at 
the cool m ountain resort of Dalat. 
We also sam pled, at performances 
arranged for us, the Vietnamese 
cultural renaissance: and it was 
im possible not to experience, once 
again, som ething of that profound 
agony w hich marks the valid ity  of 
all art. And at all hours w e con­
tinued to debate the details of 
w hat could be done by youth 
organisations in Asia.

And w hat m ust be done. A t the 
end, w e returned to our own 
countries: and as I flew across the 
m ighty life-g iv ing M ekong flowing 
down from the border of Laos,, 
across the virgin forest of Can- 
bodia, over the m agnificence of 
A ngkor Wat, on over the flat 
eastern portions of Thailand, over 
the slim e-covered Klongs of Bang­
kok, I rem em bered. I remembered 
that, th irty kilom etres from 
Saigon, the V iet Cong guerillas 
w ere active day and night in the 
battle for the minds of the 
peasants. I rem em bered that true 
loyalty is based on conviction, butj 
that in the absence of any seen 
basis for conviction, it w as possible 
to mound in harshness and terror 
another, more ignoble loyalty 
based on fear: that the night raids, 
kangaroo cou rts‘and “exem plary’ 
executions at night by the Viet 
Cong in V ietnam  w ere only a 
sm all part of the picture on that 
great continent.

“W hat m ust be done?”
“We m ust jump from  a pre 

capitalist to a post-communis 
econom y w ith in  one generation.'

“I have dedicated m y life  tt 
m y country. I am prepared to die 
tom orrow to preserve our free 
dom .”

And I rem em bered m ore simply 
the brief account w hich I hean 
in halting English from a mothei 
of m y ow n age, a refugee w ho hat 
escaped from Hanoi in North Viet 
nam three m onths earlier. He: 
husband and child had been kille: 
in the flight. One w ould be ver 
insensitive not to be m oved by tb 
story, sim ilar to countless others 
but each unique in its restatemer 
of m an’s inconquerable spirit, o: 
the jealousy w ith  w hich freedor 
is husbanded by those w ho havt 
found it— in how ever imperfect 
form— w hen previously they ha 
had none.
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THE N ATU R E  
OF FREEDOM

Professor K. J. Scott, Professor  
of Political Science at Victoria 
University, gave the final address 
to Congress w ith a m em orable 
lecture entitled “The Nature of 
Freedom.” Freedom , as opposed  
to a system  of tyranny, is a fairly  
modern ideal —  for exam ple, in 
m edieval tim es, the ideal w as a 
system of law , as opposed to a 
state of anarchy.

Freedom of action results, said 
Professor Scott, w hen a person  
wants to do a thing, has the sk ill 
to do it, and is allow ed to do it. 
One of the first points he raised is 
that a decrease in  unfreedom  does 
not constitute an increase in  free­
dom — an ascetic, rem oving his 
desires, is not increasing his 
freedom.

He compared the 18th century  
view  that m an’s freedom  could be 
increased by a decrease in social 
restrictions, w ith  the 19th century  
opinion that freedom  w ould be 
increased by increasing m an’s 
power over nature, and said that 
these v iew s w ere supplem entary.

“As w ell as a lack of restraint, 
you need a positive opportunity"—  
the right to educate children is no

(C ontinued on b ack  p a g e)

TRADE UNIONISM IN NEW ZEALAND
The m ost popular speaker at 

congress was, w ithout doubt, Mr 
Toby H ill. Four hours of discus­
sion follow ed his talk, “The best 
talk  on unionism  I have ever  
heard,” as Professor Holmes 
described it. Mr H ill was General 
Secretary of the N ew  Zealand  
W atersiders’ U nion from 1942 up 
until the tim e of the strike in 
1951, is now  secretary of the N.Z. 
Theatrical W orkers’ Union.

He w as called on to join in all 
the activities at Congress, turned  
up to m any of the parties, acted 
as spokesm an for strikers picketing  
the hall on the night of the fancy  
dress, and, having to leave early, 
received a grand farew ell w hen  
all the students turned up to say  
goodbye and sing him on his way.

There is no desire on the part of 
the w orkers for sacrifice and suf­
fering to im prove their liv ing  
standards, said Mr Hill. They  
w ould much rather settle their 
disputes by conciliation and m ain­
tain happy industrial relations. 
H ow ever in m any parts of the 
w orld, such as the southern parts 
of the USA, the struggle for the 
w orkers1 rights is still going on, 
and m artyrdom  is by no m eans 
finished yet.

Mr H ill gave his fu ll support for 
voluntary unionism. “Compulsory

m em bership of any organisation is 
prohibited by the Charter of the 
U nited N ations,” he said. It must 
be rem em bered also that the right 
to picket, strike, boycott, and give  
support— both financial and moral 
— to unions on strike is guaranteed 
in the charter.

Mr H ill w ho was secretary of 
the W aterside W orkers’ Union at 
the tim e of the dispute in 1951 
strongly defended his actions at 
that tim e. “We w ere not on strike 
— w e offered to work a 40-hour 
w eek— but w ere locked out.”

“The Governm ent brought down 
regulations taking aw ay our dem o­
cratic rights. The charter was 
forgotten and the union’s funds 
w ere frozen. We w ere also denied  
the right to state our case to the 
public over the radio or in the 
new spapers.

“The then Prim e Minister, Mr 
Holland, also denied the Labour 
Party the right to m ake any state­
m ent on the dispute w hile it was 
in progress. Mr Nash was pre­
vented, by the police, from  
addressing a m eeting at Hamilton 
until he gave an assurance that 
he w ould not m ention the dispute.

“Furtherm ore I was prevented  
from  addressing two m eetings at 
that tim e. One w as to members of

(Continued on back page)
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THE DEATH OF CLIO
Professor Keith S inc la ir ,  

associate professor of History  
at the U n ivers ity  of A uck la nd ,  
and author of the Pelican  
History of New Zealand, pre­
sented Congress with his 
views on the deficiencies and 
problems besetting Clio, the 
Muse of History.
Despite these problem s, said  

Professor Sinclair, history is a 
popular study and w as once, at 
least, the principal hum anity.

History was above all sub­
jective — the historian, para­
doxically, was a product of his 
m aterial, w hich w as in turn  
coloured by his attitudes. Each 
historian had his ow n personal 
bias; for exam ple N am ier e x ­
plained history in  term s of 
economic or class interest.

According to C ollingwood, 
causation w as only in  the sense  
of m otivation. In short, an 
historical statem ent w as based on 
documents and not on a law  or 
law s. Because this docum entation  
was not com plete itself, and b e­
cause of bias, a subjective attitude, 
and chance in the process of 
selecting from billions of facts, 
history turns out to be a far from  
scientific study, and often a crude 
one, in its explanation  of man. 
Partly for reasons such as these,

history tex t books often contained  
nothing but patriotic half-truths.

This introduces another idea—  
the uses to w hich history m ay be 
put. Professor Sinclair stated that 
history w as “still locked in  the  
box of nationalism ,” and that 
there was no international com ­
m unity of historians. It has been  
em ployed by m any “ism s” for 
m any purposes. The situation, 
im plied the speaker, w as bleak.

F inally, Professor Sinclair

M R TOBY H I L L — (continued)
m y ow n union, the w aterside  
workers, at L yttelton. Two in ­
spectors w ere sent to restrain m e 
on that occasion. The other m eet­
ing w as one of the seam en’s union  
at w hich Mr F. P. W alsh presided.

“It w as no w onder that Mr 
Holland won the snap election in 
1951. If I could im pose the censor­
ship that he did during the dispute 
I could w in  any cam paign.

“If w e are to have voluntary  
unionism , w hich I agree w ith, w e  
m ust have all our democratic 
rights held sacrosanct by author­
ity ,” he concluded.

P R O F E SSO R  SCOTT— (contd.)
freedom  unless you can afford to 
feed  them .” “People w ill alw ays 
get their ow n w ay, but it is 
quicker in  a dem ocracy.”

show ed that other and newer 
disciplines w ere taking over the 
job of history in their various 
w ays. Such subjects as economics, 
psychology, sociology and demo­
graphy w ere explain ing m an in 
m ore scientific w ays than history 
ever could. Even the novelist 
w as providing the spectacle and 
entertainm ent of history. Perhaps, 
said Professor Sinclair, the h is­
torian was, then, a novelist 
manque.

There are no general rules about 
freedom , continued Professor 
Scott. One m ust consider in­
dividual cases —  law fu l arrest as 
compared w ith  kidnapping, criti­
cism  as compared w ith  slander.

He finished his address with 
som e com m ents on sublim inal ad­
vertising, discussing conditioning 
in term s of freedom . Conditioning 
affects our desires. Freedom  is 
freedom  from constraint, he 
defined. Control, in m any forms, 
does not im pair freedom — consider 
the case of offering som eone an 
inducem ent to perform som e act. 
Conditioning is one of these forms, 
and therefore does not impair 
freedom . “We m ust not confuse 
the philosophical issue of deter­
m inism  and free w ill w ith  the 
social problem  of constraint,” he 
concluded.
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