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OUR ARTISTIC SENSES

) to

ffh e n  I  s e t  o f f  h o m e  o n  J u l y  2 4  I  w a s  a l r e a d y  p r e ­
paring a  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  t o p i c  “ T h a t  a r t  w i t h o u t  c o u n ­
sel i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a  c o u n c i l  w i t h o u t  a r t ” . T h i s  w a s  
to b e  d e b a t e d  b y  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h r e e  c o u n c i l l o r s  
on S u n d a y  n i g h t .

T h a t  n i g h t  a n d  n e x t  m o r n i n g  I  w r o t e  w h a t  i s  
printed  b e l o w  —  o n l y  t o  b e  t o l d  b y  s o m e  h a n g e r s - o n ,  
“O h, w e  c a n c e l l e d  t h e  d e b a t e  l a s t  n i g h t ” .

There has been a call, in student letters and from 
the public itself, fo r  someone to speak his mind on 
Art, Artists and Councillors.

I  note that Artists and Councillors do not over­
lap, and that while it is usual to criticise artists, civic 
leaders remain unchallenged.
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No man has a right to place 
iimself above the law. But he 
ls entitled to judgment by his 

£  pern. Laym en are not asked 
' id favour us with an opinion 

on surgery or architecture —  
vhy can we not extend this

I [ tourtesy to the artist, who 
(xpresses himself as lndividu- 
illy as a bridge-builder or a 
Sugby selector.

t * Only a god could be so con­
sent as to criticise every 
ispect of expression. But then

*  tod&y we worship a trinity of 
\ * Beer, Horse Racing and Rug-

by. So a man expert in these 
ihree could speak as a god. 
Listening to goings on in the 

Big Smoke I  deduce the fol- 
iwing requirements for an 
irt expert.
1. He must be a C ity coun­

cillor.
He must appreciate the 
supreme value and beauty 

A  of a Pound Note,
f  3. He must have a practical 

knowledge of all things 
because Has hHas Been 

£  There, unsuccessfully.
What is art?Tlukt could be discussed until 

j to cows come home. Art isII limply the work of the artist.
What ls an artist?
Van Loon tells us: “A  

winter is someone who says 
! think I  can see, and then 
rtveals that he thinks he has 
ifen in such a way that if our 
iyes are tuned to his, we, too, 
an see”.
A musician says “I think 1 

an hear”.
Poet: “I  think this is the 

ray I  can best express my 
ireams in a rhythm ”.
Novelist: "Let me tell you 

i story as I  imagine it hap- 
*ns”.
Now arises an interesting 

smparison, that of artist and 
lity councillor. So often the 
‘civic” omits to think, and 
Ben rams down our throats 

This is important —  that 
11 i what is right”.

"Our football allows no 
:olour bar”.
"We w ill send no Maoris to 

South A frica”.
When an artist is not being 

jxiticised, he is being told 
A  «'hat, when, where and how 
f  ie should create.
* Of all the articles of faith

of the Brave New World, 
there was none more ardently 
held than the one which im­
plied tha t once free from 
hunger and want, mankind 
would hasten to embellish his 
mind and develop his talents, 
tha t the 20th century would 
behold a veritable crop of 
Michaelangelos, Beethovens 
and Shakespeares. Alas, m an­
kind seems to take the oppo­
site view and perversely insists 
in spending its leisure hours 
on the beach, on the race­
course and in the public bar.

“Ah, then!” say the Plan­
ners, “it’s education tha t must 
be a t  fau lt”. So Art classes 
are introduced and we wait 
patiently for artists.

I am afraid tha t the plan­
ners are going to be disap­
pointed. Certain soils produce 
good potatoes — certain ways 
of life, good artists.When life is hard, hungry and .dangerous, .men .read 
“Paradise Lost” and listen to 
Bach. At the end of the Long 
Uphill Road lay the city of the Beautiful, and so Beethoven in 
his attic, Milton in his cell, 
produced immortal art.

The conclusion to this argu­
ment seems to be tha t because 
we are well fed, and can afford 
£50 million a year on horses, 
life is easy and Art is in a 
valley.

But paradoxically, life being 
so easy makes life hard. All 
the incidentals, the money, the 
food, the home appliances, the 
comforts, are there. But the 
inspiration, the peace and free­
dom from petty-mindedness 
and interference, are not. We 
see a Big Machine society, an 
ant heap, where men concen­
tra te  on methods of destruc­
tion, on brutality  in sport, on 
ugliness in design, on discour­
agement of a rising generation.

Some artists, great artists, 
have rebelled. It is small won­
der so many rem ain untouched 
and unmoved by the ir work. 
It is not just tha t a rt is judged 
“in absentia”, second-haad or 
from photographs. It is be­
cause, like an Indian fakir 
who holds his arm  up until it 
w ithers away, we are losing 
the use of our artistic senses. 
We are  so preoccupied with 
things of little value — foot­

ball, gambling, backbiting, 
boozing, tha t we do not know 
how to tune our senses to the 
artists.We know the price of every­
thing and the value of nothing

In fifty years we will find 
out w hether the bewildering 
art of our contemporaries is 
a waste of time, or if we are 
as foolish as those who ob­
jected to Bach. One thing is 
certain, it is not by our sports­
men or our civic leaders we 
shall be judged: it is by our 
artists and our a rt tha t we 
shall be remembered.

And it is not in the Council 
Chambers but in the Univer­
sity Buildings tha t the 
thoughts and inspirations of 
those artists will germinate.

“Let us look forward to a 
day when all men are artists, 
and we have a world tha t shall 
create beauty out of the sheer 
joy of being alive”.

OBITUARY
On Saturday, July 20, Barry 

Dibble died at the M ater Hos­
pital. B arry was a 24-year-old 
commerce student and Busi­
ness M anager for Capping ’63. 
The Association has lost a cap­
able and willing member who 
did a great deal to make this 
year’s Capping a success. Those 
of us who knew him and 
worked with him have lost a 
good friend.Craccum extends its sym­
pathy to his relatives and 
friends.

ELAM EXHIBITION
The Second Exhibition of representative Elam ab­
stract paintings is now in progress in the Coffee Bar. 
It has been generally agreed that the first such E x ­
hibition was not a success. There were several reasons 
for this. The paintings had been hung with more 
haste than artistry. As you may recall, some were 
merely left leaning against a table leg. It  was also 
the first term, so there was little work from  which 
to choose. The lighting was, and still is, poor.

This Exhibition shows great 
improvement over the last.
There was a real attem pt to 
hang these paintings with 
reasonable care, even though 
there are no rails and masking 
tape had to be used. The ex­
terior walls are unfortunately 
too damp for the purpose.
While the last exhibited paint­
ings were anonymous, these 
now being shown are cata­
logued, with a price listing, 
and several have already been 
sold. Elam will next month 
stage a joint exhibition with 
Ilam of Christchurch at the 
Arts Festival and W inter 
Tournam ent in Dunedin.

The paintings in the Coffee 
Bar were selected by a com­
m ittee of Elam lecturers and 
senior students, many of whose 
paintings appear. It is hoped 
tha t in future the committee 
will consist only of lecturers 
and the occasional interested 
professional.

An interesting point about 
the showing is the variety of 
media used. They range from 
the tinted shellac used by John 
Perry  in No. 10 to a new 
plastic resin quick-drying 
paint used by Brenda Hartill 
in Nos. 2 and 3 and by Susan

W atson in Nos. 11 and 12. One 
also sees poster paints, w ater 
colours and ordinary house­
hold enamel. There seems to 
be little emphasis placed on 
the figure in this exhibition, 
and the attendance at life 
drawing classes is not com­
pulsory. It is believed tha t 
things other than the figure 
exist in painting.

Robert Ellis, senior lecturer, 
in his introduction to the cata­
logue, wrote tha t several of 
the rigid academic conven­
tions have been abandoned in 
their more tolerant system of 
teaching. I believe, however, 
tha t a substantial basic know­
ledge of fundamentals is neces­
sary before the student 
branches out into more ab­
stract work. Students are en­
couraged to express themselves 
in poetry and prose as well as 
on canvas. The result is the 
book now on sale for 3/- in 
the Coffee Bar.

The Elam School of Fine 
Arts is a t last producing sin­
cere, talented  and dedicated 
students who should substan­
tially boost the level of “New 
Zealand A rt” in the next 20 
years.

C R O S S W O R D  O F  T H E  M O M E N T
ACROSS

1 W hat one should get at 
Varsity.

8 Lachrymose vegetable.
9 So many girls look thus.

10 Equine exhortation.
12 Criticism steps on them.
13 Noted a rt critic (be care­

ful).
15 Describes time spent sitting 

in Coffee Bar.
16 Craccum Editor’s place in 

term s’ tests.
19 Found in staple diet.
20 Caviar.
22 Beer may come in this.
23 Minister of War.
25 Ill-fated locally w ritten 

show.
26 Nautical Chris.

DOWN
1 Landlord may do this to 

you.
2 Describes most lectures.
3 Darwinian ancestors.
4 Architects get this way 

when criticised.
5 Famed, like Ward, perhaps.
6 It happened at Sebastopol.
7 Not out.11 Inartistic anagram m atic 

meal.

14 Happens to bottles of beer.
15 Sporadic student paper.
17 Local body body.
18 W hat you gave on Aug. 1.

19 How to leave lecture be- 
for time.

21 Found in exam papers.
24 A French female one.
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UNIVERSITY SEMESTERS!
/

A Proposal
I f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f u n c t i o n  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
m a t u r e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  u s e f u l  c i t i z e n s ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  e n d s  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  a i m s .  I  f a i l  
t o  o b s e r v e  a n y t h i n g  i n t e l l i g e n t  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,  
a n d  i t  i s  n o t  h a r d  t o  s h o w  t h a t  a  b e t t e r  s y s t e m  i s  p o s s i b l e .

W e are now studying under an outgrowth o f the Secondary School year, a 
variation o f it that seemed suitable to a 25-week lecture-year. This is proving 
to be fa r  from  adequate, and any refinements that could be made w ill not 
greatly improve it. Perhaps if we rem ove the shackles of this inheritance from  
Secondary Schools we m ay help to rem ove some of the other inherited ten­
dencies that blight higher learning.

Can there be another S tate 
on earth  with such a broken 
year, where a national holiday 
is declared on the slightest 
pretex t?  By some curious lack 
of skill the academic year has 
been fu rther divided by these 
sta tu to ry  holidays into the 
most awkward intervals pos­
sible. F a r from providing a 
some-time needed break, they 
frustra te  anyone who might 
otherwise take advantage of 
them  by occurring just before 
or during a term s-test season, 
immediately prior to exams, 
and soon after the s ta rt of a 
term  or just before a long 
vacation. The year 1962 pro­
vides a fine example, where 
the five days of E aster were 
followed by two lecture days 
divided by Anzac Day; one 
week la ter Capping celebra­
tions commenced, then, follow­
ing the three-w eek May vaca-

S o m e t h i n g  b o r r o w e d  
S o m e t h i n g  b lu e .
D o n ’t  l o s e  t i m e ,  
H e r e ’s  s o m e t h i n g  n e w !

HOW TO STUDY. Harry
Maddox. (Pan.) 4/-.

A new book (’63) that’s 
invaluable on efficient and 
time-saving methods of study.

Other newies include Lec­
tures on the Republic of Plato 
(2nd Ed.) 13/3, The Life of 
Mammals (Young) 112/6, and 
some more “Introduction to 
Psychology" at 20/6.

•
TECHNICAL 
BOOKS LTD.

2 7  (th e  2nd hand shop) 
31 (th e  general shop) 

A N D  Y O U R  S H O P  

3 3  V I C T O R I A  S T .  W E S T

tion, only one week of lectures 
preceded Queen’s Birthday 
weekend.

PROPOSAL OUTLINE
The proposed scheme is 

based on 1963 and the lecture 
year consists of 24 weeks 
divided into two semesters.

Commencement is 14 weeks 
before Queen’s Birthday, 
which would be the last Mon­
day in February, and the full 
academic year occupies 35 
weeks. An E aster recess of 
ten days will divide the first 
sem ester in varying propor­
tions ranging from 4-8 to 8-4.

Capping could be held either 
a t the end of the year (there 
are seven weeks available after 
completion of exams) or in 
the last week of the mid-year 
vacation.

COMPARISON WITH 
EXISTING SYSTEM

At present we have a 25- 
week lecture year, but this 
does not detract from the pro­
posal since we now lose from 
tha t lecture-year two days at 
Easter, Anzac Day (five years 
in seven), Queen’s Birthday, 
and an equivalent of a t least 
one day in Capping week.

By sensible interpolation we 
m ake E aster a mid-semester 
recess, and on the whole have 
a shorter, more efficient aca­
demic year. Both mid-semester 
recesses coincide w ith the 
existing inter-University Tour­
nam ents and A rts Festival.

HALF-UNITS
A week has been provided 

for a t the conclusion of the 
first semester, where more 
form al term s tests could be 
arranged. This would satisfy 
those who w ant more notice 
taken of a student’s work dur­
ing the year and allows for 
exam ination on more of the 
syllabus. Obviously the division 
of the year into two parts pro­

vides for the growing need for 
half-units.

Many subjects either require 
students a t higher levels to 
take collateral courses, given 
by other departm ents as part 
of a unit, for which the 
student gets no recognition. 
Also, some departm ents dupli­
cate courses given as portions 
of units in other departm ents 
and examine on these related 
topics themselves. R ather than  
completing a full unit, only a 
portion of which is related to 
his m ajor subject, a student 
would benefit by completing 
two appropriate half-units.

The following are sugges­
tions for half-units.

(i) Statistics and Calculus 
for Economics.

(ii) Statistics and Organic 
Chem istry for Geology 
and Zoology.

(iii) Ancient History (Greek) 
and Greek Language for 
Philosophy.

(iv) Set Theory and Percep­
tion (Psychology) for 
Philosophy.

(v) Italian  (or Germ an) and 
Contemporary History 
for Music.

(vi) Portions of P u re  and 
Applied M athem atics for 
Physics.

(vii) Heat, Light and Sound 
and Theory of Fine Arts 
for A rchitecture).

OBJECTIVE
During the next fortnight a 

sample poll will be taken with voting power based on a 
student’s theoretical compre­hension of the advantages of 
a change. If results are en­
couraging the proposal may be 
taken further and a wider 
opinion sought.

BROWSE AWAY  . . .
THE NEW JOHN LEECH GALLERY
w as designed to m ake picture-gazing even m ore o f a 
pleasure. O rig inal paintings, fine prints, stim ulating  
exhib itions by artists o f in terest—  look to us fo r a lead  
in all that's n ew  and visually exciting. You can expect 
fram ing  as indiv idual as a signature, at . . .

THE NEW JOHN LEECH GALLERY
10 LORN E  S T R E E T  ( E s t .  1 8 5 5 )

LETTERS TO
Dear Sir,

As one who saw Revue both in Auckland and in 
Hamilton, upon reading A llan Jones’ article in 
C r a c c u m  V I H ,  I  fe lt it was time another opinion of
the standard o f production

In Auckland it was 
only “ good” .

The Founders’ T heatre has 
very absorbent acoustics which 
did not help the  principals, 
who could scarcely be heard 
above the orchestra. The bal­
ance achieved in Auckland by 
the use of microphones, especi­
ally the wireless one used by 
some of the  principals, was 
notable by its absence.

I t  is odd th a t microphones 
could not have been used in 
Hamilton, for the PA system 
there is extrem ely flexible; 
sockets for mikes are placed 
all around the stage corres­
ponding to a set in the pro­
jection box with wander plugs 
to the five inputs on the 
amplifier.

Inquiring, I  was informed 
th a t the stage sockets did not 
m atch those in the projection 
box correctly. However, surely 
this could have been sorted 
out by the Saturday night, and 
the small am ount of trouble 
involved would have been well 
w orth the  while.

In  any case, a g reater bal­
ance w ith the orchestra could 
have been achieved if the pit 
had been lowered somewhat, 
allowing the words and singing 
to carry  over the top, instead 
the band seemed deafening and 
the singing inaudible.

In  several places the script 
was altered to  m ake it more 
topical — the piece lost by it. 
Mr X seemed to hesitate over 
the line "And Hugh W rights 
have lost half the ir business”, 
and the  effect was almost 
completely lost.

W hy the construction gang 
decided to change "Dudley” to 
"Colin” is something I would 
not understand. (I believe 
some of the chain-gang could 
nt, either.) The result was a 
hesitant and almost inaudible 
version of w hat had been a 
particularly  successful num ber 
in Auckland. To cap it all, one 
of the  most promising num ­
bers near nigh ruined.

It has been mentioned in an 
earlier article on the trip  to 
Ham ilton by Revue about the 
hospitality of Mr C. L. Innes 
and his product (W aikato 
■ Hrkirk). I t  would be unreas­
onable to expect a cast which 
is somewhat “under the afflu­
ence” to  put on a  revue profi­
ciently. Surely in fu ture the 
flow of good cheer could wait 
till after the  perform ance?

The lighting also did not 
come up to the standard set 
in Auckland. I t  should be 
rem embered th a t the prim ary 
object of stage lighting is to 
m ake the set and actors visible 
to the audience; only then to 
add where possible to the 
mood and atmosphere of the 
production. ("Oh Dad Poor 
Dad” is a good example of

in Hamilton was required, 

excellent; in Hamilton,

how effective this can be.) 
This was well effected in 
Auckland — w hat of Hamil­
ton? On many occasions the 
stage was simply too dim for 
the actors to  be seen clearly. 
The tracking spots, while 
generally all right, failed to 
spot the gu itar duo in “Rou* 
m ania”, and the emphasis 
which should have been on

"Nuts" Tour

them  was lacking. Already 
stripped of their microphones, 
they were now to lose their 
light. The result? Another top 
line num ber in Auckland had 
become a thin  and hollow 
singsong accompanied by slick 
dancing, which alone failed to 
suffer from lack of mikes and 
lights.

Revue may have been appre­
ciated in Hamilton, it may 
have been good in Hamilton, 
but if the unstinted praise in Craccum is correct, how much 
greater would th a t praise be 
if the few im portant tech­
nicalities had not been over­
looked.

I t  should also be remem­
bered th a t Ham ilton has only 
just got its Founders’ Hall and 
has not yet developed the 
selectivity of Auckland audi­
ences. Next year things will be 
different and Revue will need 
to be tidied up on its trip 
south if it is to continue to 
make the profit th a t it did 
last year.

If the standard of the pro­
duction in Auckland can be 
maintained for Hamilton’s 
benefit, I see no reason why it 
should not be able to fill the 
Founders’ Hall for three nights 
next year and hasten the 
Building Fund along even 
more than  it did this year.

—Y. J. Roxborough

COACHING
INSTITUTE

Expert g roup or indivi­
dual tuition in all Stage I 
subjects. W rite  or phone 

fo r free  prospectus.

PHONE 559-785
a f t e r  4  p . m .  o r  w e e k e n d s  

P.O. B O X 286 5
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THE EDITOR
Student

Advertising

Dear Sir,
I wish to correct the im ­

pression given in a part of the 
Exec Notes in the last issue 
of Craccum. You mentioned 
tha t advertising rates had been 
reduced by 2s 6d per column 
inch. This was correct, but you 
should have mentioned tha t 
the reduced rates were for 
STUDENTS O^TLY.

For the benefit of any stud­
ents who may be interested in 
advertising in Craccum, I am 
listing the rates for students’ 
advertisements.Line Advertisements:

9d per line. Classified adver­
tisem ents of more than  five 
lines (about 30 words) will be 
charged a t  the inch rate  and 
spaced to the nearest i-inch. Display Advertisements:

For each of the first 10 
column inches: 6s 6d.

For each of the next 10 
column inches: 8s 6d.

I will be glad to discuss 
advertising space w ith any 
students who are interested in 
placing an advertisem ent. I 
would like to thank  you for 
the opportunity of informing 
readers about advertising 
rates.

—M urray S. Mclnman 
Advertising Officer

Exam Papers

Dear Sir,
Up until about two years 

ago, old exam papers were sold 
by the University office. This 
service is no longer available.

A reliable source has in­
formed me th a t one of the 
main reasons for this is the 
lack of storage space for the 
papers in the inquiries area 
of Mt. P leasant and the in­
convenience and loss in hand­
ling them.

May I ask when are the 
University authorities going to 
realise their true responsibili­
ties? Too often we have this 
a ttitude tha t the adm inistra­
tion comes first for the admin­
istration’s sake. The adminis­tration of the University is 
there to provide a service for 
the students. Therefore, let 
such a service be provided.

The Executive, the so-called 
representatives of the students, 
would also be well advised to 
look into this m atte r and to 
keep pressing the adm inistra­
tion until something is fo rth ­
coming. This is a job for the 
Exec Education Sub-commit- 
tee, which should have been 
formed by now.

—O’Deran
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C o n t i n u i n g  h i s  o n e - m a n  c a m p a i g n  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  b a s i c  f a i l i n g s  in  t h e  p r e ­
s e n t  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  C o o k  I s l a n d s ,  M r  N o e l  H o l m e s  o f  t h e  “ A u c k l a n d  S t a r ”  
g a v e  a n  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e c e n t l y  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  t h e
1 9 . 0 0 0  C o o k  I s l a n d e r s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e s e  t i n y  p i e c e s  o f  l a n d  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h
8 5 0 .0 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c .

I t  was a shame that M r Holmes was speaking during mid-term break, 
when most students were away from  University, fo r  he put forward his case 
with conviction and in simple terms which le ft no doubt as to the gravity  and 
immediacy o f the problem.

A Need lor Revision

TO CORRESPONDENT “ARION”
Thank you for your letter, 

which we read with due 
amusement. However, as the first paragraph was, prima 
facie, libel in all its glory, we 
regret that we cannot print it 
for the further edification of our readers. Sorry, but we’re 
still a little sensitive about these things, you know.—Ed.

Sex and Student 
Humour

Dear Sir,In your editorial to Craccum 
VIH you criticise “Mr Pearce’s 
remarks on the subject of the City Council’s projected dona­
tion to the Student Union Building Fund”.

You go on to ask, “How often have you heard anyone dis­
cussing sex in the Caf, or in 
the Coffee Bar, or around Var­sity generally? It’s not com­mon to hear people telling 
dirty jokes either, is it? Much more often you hear . . .”

Sir, I, too, “regret the pre­
cedent being given to the city 
of Auckland”, but I feel tha t 
in fairness to Mr Pearce you 
should rem em ber tha t the 
the students of this University 
at the ir last AGM passed a 
motion (reported Craccum IV, 
page 13, column 4, para. 3), 
“That sex be officially recog­
nised as the fittest subject for 
university hum our’’.

I beg you, sir, not to let 
yourself be deluded as to the 
true situation. (Read Katipo’s 
column occasionally.)

Yours,
—R. J. Lowe

New Zealand first became 
responsible for the Cooks, a 
‘group” in little more than 

name, when Prim e Minister 
Seddon persuaded the British 
Government to hand the 
islands over in 1901 as part 
of NZ’s planned Pacific Empire.

The early enthusiasm soon 
dwindled, however, together 
with hopes of turning the 
islands into a prosperous little 
colony of Kiwis, and NZ’s 
m ajor achievement at this 
time was to replace the local 
adm inistrative hierarchy, pre­
viously utilised with consider­
able success by the British 
Administration, w ith a minor 
bureaucracy of NZ officials; 
the ultim ate result being the 
decay of the existing social 
order and the m ana of the 
people's accepted leaders.

Land tenure was revised on 
the European model of here­
ditary succession, and since 
m arriage frequently took place 
between inhabitants of differ­
ent islands, there ensued a 
wholesale subdivision of owner­
ship and a situation which 
even to a Maori Land Court 
would have appeared chaotic.

During this period up to 
1935, an export trade of 
oranges grew up. These oranges 
had been introduced to the 
islands in the last century, and 
it was simply a m atter of 
picking the fru it and sending 
it off to NZ. A very good trade 
was established for several 
years, but w ith little attention 
the trees deteriorated, and by 
1935 the situation was so criti­
cal th a t a Parliam entary  In­
quiry was set up to examine 
conditions in the Islands. Their 
recommendation was the 
Citrus Replanting Scheme 
(which is causing all the fuss 
a t the moment) and a mere 
twelve years and one World 
W ar la te r the Government 
began to put it into operation.

The net result is th a t in 
1963 the citrus industry is the 
m ajor contributor to the Cook 
Islands economy; and while 
almost half of the growers on 
Rarotonga are free of debt, 
on the other islands 469 
growers out of 480 still owe

"PRO BONO PUBLICO"
LET YOUR SAVINGS WORK FOR YOU 

AND AUCKLAND ! SAVE W ITH

AUCKLAND SAYINGS BANK
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money under the scheme.
As Sir Leon Gotz remarks, 

“It is unfortunate that u o u k  

Islands citrus, through no fault of its own, does not appeal to 
every palate in this country”, 
but it was even more unfor­tunate that the NZ Govern­
ment pushed on inflexibly wun 
a type of fruit for which little 
demand exists.

Realising this several years 
ago, NZ finally persuadeu 
ureggs to set up a juice can­
nery a t Rarotonga, and now at 
last a  m arket is practically 
assured tor all oranges pro­
duced. Things are better than 
they might otherwise have 
been, W atties are no doubt 
regretting a lost opportunity, 
and 110 growers are success­
fully established.

Nevertheless, for the m ajor­
ity of those taking part in the 
Government - backed scheme, 
there is little hope of em erg­
ing debt-free from the econo­
mic morass into which they 
have been plunged.These growers are obliged 
to have their trees tended (in­cluding spraying and manur­
ing) by local government 
employees at a fixed charge, and are also obliged to put half 
the proceeds from the sale of 
fruit towards paying off debts 
they have already incurred. 
What is left is their to spend 
on riotous living!

All growers on islands apart 
from Rarotonga m ust sell to 
the cannery at 11/8 per case 
(of which 5/10 has to pay off 
their debt), and so they m ust 
pay for the cultivation done 
for them  by the Government 
out of the remaining 5/10.

W orking on the most recent 
official figures for average 
costs per case, the Govern­
m ent charge to growers on 
A itutaki is 5/7, leaving a net 
profit of 3d per case; and 
growers on Rarototnga are 
even more fortunate. But on 
Mauke and Atiu the average 
charges are 9/- and 10/6* per 
case respectively, to be paid 
out of the last 5/10. In effect, 
then, if we assumed th a t no 
other costs a t all were in­
volved, the actual reduction 
in the debt would be 2/8 or 
1/1£ per case instead of the 
intended 5/10, with the re tu rn  
to the producer being non­
existent. When living expenses 
are also taken into account, 
the book debt does, in fact, 
increase.

It is no doubt now clear why 
the M inister’s recent mag­
nanimous concessions were not 
very enthusiastically received. 
Debts caused by the Citrus Re­
planting Scheme are even now

around £200,000 and almost 
600 people are involved. Would 
it not therefore seem fair to 
assume tha t in its present form 
the scheme is a  failure?

Since a m ajor part of the 
Cook Islands economy depends 
upon the citrus industry, the 
situation is of crucial im port­
ance to the fu ture welfare of 
all the inhabitants. The NZ 
subsidy has already shot up to 
£!m. a year, plans are goiny 
ahead for the construction o 
several new schools, but th 
basic problems still rem ain - 
how can the Cook Islands be 
made into an efficient econ 
mic unit? And how in the 
meantime can the Coo.. 
Islanders develop the type oi 
civilised life they appear to 
desire ? Many have already 
come to NZ, and w ith the 
increasing growth of popula­
tion many more will be 
obliged to come. At present, 
however, the morale of the 
people would surely be revived 
somewhat if the existing sys­
tem  of exploitation was abol­
ished. One can only adm ire 
Noel Holmes for the stand he 
has taken in bringing this 
m atter to the notice of every 
New Zealander, and hope tha t 
his efforts, together with our 
ofn, will force the Government 
at least into adm itting the 
existence of a Cook Islands 
Problem.

—G arth Evans
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The tragedy of this building is its inevitability.

Auckland is a city for which the population has 
little affection or affiliation. W e w ilfu lly disassociate 
ourselves from  the C ity and any urbanity by pro­
claiming vast areas of adjacent bush and farmland 
and sporadic housing as the alternative cities of 
Tkapmia, W aitakere and Churchill. W e confuse the 
subdivision of rural countryside with progress and 
the ensuing by-law housing with cities.

T h e  p a t t e r n s  w h i c h  h a v e  e m e r g e d  in  o u r  d i s i n ­
h e r i t e d ,  d i s a s s o c i a t e d  h i n t e r l a n d ,  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  la n d  
s p e c u l a t i o n ,  m i n i m u m  b y - l a w  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  f i n a n ­
c i a l  e x p e d i e n c y ,  h a v e  b e c o m e  n o t  o n l y  f i r m l y  e n ­
t r e n c h e d  b u t  a l s o  a r e  n o w  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  n o r m a l  
a n d  e v e n  d e s i r a b l e .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  
s e l f i s h  i f  n o t  a r r o g a n t  s i t i n g ,  t r i v i a l i t y  o f  a d o r n m e n t ,  
m a k e s h i f t  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  t o k e n  g e s t u r e s  t o  b e a u t y  
a n d  p e r m a n e n c e .

The tragedy o f the Elam School of Fine Arts 
building is that it embodies much o f the trappings 
of this mediocre pattern.

The building rises as a huge 
slab on the precipitous slope, 
making awkward angles with 
the slope itself and every other- 
building on the ridge. It 
stands indeterm inate in form, 
in tha t the repetitive nature 
of the structure, whilst being 
appropriate to extension, is 
blocked by the bank at one 
end and by the sta ir tower at 
the other. Its expression of 
extendability is simultaneously 
stated and denied, and the 
miscellany of cladding m ater­
ials fu rther confuse the form. 
L ittle advantage is taken of 
this unique site or the outlook 
from it.

This vagueness pervades the 
whole complex. No readily dis­
cernible entrance is apparent, 
and many people try  the 
several alternatives before 
finding the intended one. 
Relationships between re­
lated spaces and uses are often 
tenuous — should not the dis­
play of sculpture ,be visible 
from the areas where the 
teaching and perform ance of 
the  work is done? Should not 
external sculpture be displayed 
where varying angles of sun 
may illuminate it? Should the

background for such display 
be either the deliberate chaos 
of the glazing of the building 
or the restless movement of 
traffic on the roadway behind?

As in the suburban proto­
type, where the site is used 
as the setting for the building, 
not as its extension, this build­
ing fails to utilise the most 
habitable external court on 
the north-west, instead of 
which it stands on its minute 
border of grass, with its dis­
play (not to be confused with 
plaster gnomes) for the 
passers-by.

As the lack of decisiveness 
characterises many of the 
fundamental relationships be­
tween spaces, so the form of 
the building suffers. Was the 
built-in repetitive form for 
ultim ate extension? Are the 
massive concrete end walls for 
stiffness against earthquakes? 
Does the smaller lecture- 
library block require similar 
stiffness? W hat provides the 
stiffness in the other direc­
tion? If the cement wash is 
necessary to mask imperfec­
tions and w aterproof these 
concrete walls, was it neces­
sary to similarly coat the pre-
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cast kerbstones, obscuring 
their faceted m odular form 
into extrusions like tooth­
paste? If a mechanical hoist 
is necessary for cleaning win­
dows, should it not give access 
to all windows?

If “architecture is the u n - ' 
ending sum of positive g e s -. 
tures” — how then can we i 
rank this building?

If we are all contributors to 
this background malaise, how 
then is architecture ever to 
arise?

I put it to you tha t while 
we remain indifferent to the 
fate of Auckland as a place 
to live, work, study in, not 
only Auckland but our univer­
sity buildings will rem ain 
indifferent.

Perhaps Mr von Meier is 
resigning or his activities have 
added work to his plate. 
Reason: The University is ad­
vertising for a lecturer in the 
History and Theory of Fine 
Arts, von Meier’s pet subject 
(after Elam criticism).

—MacHen

MORE FLOGGING IN SOUTH AFRICA
A total of 850,000 strokes of 

the cane or a sim ilar instru­
m ent have been administered 
to offenders in South Africa in 
the last 10 years. Rate of flog­
ging has increased more than 
eight times.—Observer, London

Afterthoughts On Little Congress
For Little Congress, held dur­
ing Queen’s B irthday week­
end, over 30 applicants had to 
be turned down because of 
limited facilities. These were 
all first and second-year 
students who were very keen 
to come, for they had applied 
despite the fact tha t they 
knew there was only a small 
chance of their applications 
being accepted. It is reg re t­
table that a t least half a dozen 
people who had been accepted 
did not let the committee know 
they were unable to come. 
This m eant tha t a num ber of 
students who had been turned 
down could not be informed.

The caterers were also in­
convenienced because they had 
allowed for a fixed num ber of 
students, so a little thought­
fulness and courtesy would 
have helped here, too.

It is also regrettable tha t a 
small num ber of students, in­
cluding a member of Exec, 
took it upon themselves to 
gate-crash Little Congress on 
the Saturday night. This year’s 
committee recommends tha t in 
future, Congress be open only 
to those who are willing to 
come for the whole three days. 
This year a few people were 
permitted to come for a day, 
after they had seen the con­
trollers personally and offered 
to pay for their meals. How­
ever, this arrangem ent is not 
recommended for fu ture years 
as it means tha t odd people 
are turning up all the time, 
which, besides causing cater­
ing difficulties, interferes with 
the whole idea of Congress.

A motion was passed at 
Little Congress recommending 
to future committees th a t a 
number of vacancies be re ­

served for first and second- 
year students. In this way it 
is hoped to achieve some con­
tinuity, as well as preventing 
Congress from being the privi­
lege of older students.
CONGRESS SOCIETY AGM

The first AGM of Congress 
Society was held on Thursday 
night, June 27. At this m eet­
ing a constitution was accepted 
which puts forward three aims 
for the society:—

1. To ensure tha t a Con­
gress is held not less than 
once a year.

2. To make recommenda­
tions to the committee 
running each Congress, 
concerning the conduct 
of Congress.

3. To hold functions during 
the year covering topics 
of general interest in 
order to fu rther the spirit 
of Congress.

On the strength  of the suc­
cess of this year’s Little Con­
gress, and the large number 
of applications received for it, 
the meeting agreed tha t two 
Little Congresses shall be 
held next year, one in the first 
term  and one probably during 
Queen’s B irthday weekend.

Committees were elected for 
the running of the two Con­
gresses and Francis B atten was 
chosen as controller for the 
first Congress. The second 
controller is yet to be chosen.

A sub-committee was also 
elected to fu rther the third 
aim of the society. I t  aims to 
organise talks, films, music 
evenings, etc., during the year. 
As w ith Congress, its aims will 
be as broad and general as 
possible, so th a t students, 
graduates and staff members

who are interested in discuss­
ing anything from evolution 
and electronic music to litera­
ture and philosophy will find 
their place in this society.

The emphasis will be not on 
the ta lk  given but rather on 
the discussion arising out of it. 
The talk  will be a starting 
point and not, as too often ls 
the case, an end in itself, to 
me forgotten and not followed 
up when the speaker has 
finished.

Obviously, if Congress Soci­
e ty ’s aims are to cover such 
a variety  of different fields, it 
will impinge somewhat on 
some small societies in the 
University. But this will not 
be a bad thing; in fact, it can 
aid these societies immensely. 
Many of them  are just stumb­
ling along: Speculative Society 
had to search the Caf. for a 
quorum for its AGM this year; 
Socialist Society almost died 
out; and as for the Society of 
Independent Intellectuals, it 
seems to have gone into 
hiding. In  such societies a few 
people have to do all the w’ork 
in organising functions. If they 
could join w ith Congress 
Society for a function of gen­
eral interest once in a while, 
the work would be shared, 
notices sent to a wider circle 
of students, and the meeting 
in question could achieve a 
good attendance of students 
eager to  discuss once the 
speaker thinks he has finished. 
This could be one of the few 
clubs with intellectual activity 
appealing to students and staff 
from  all faculties, for, as at 
Congress, the emphasis will be 
on topics of general as well as 
specialist appeal.
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P R O G R A M M E
The A r i e h i t e c t u r a l  S t u d e n t s ’ S o c i e t y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A u c k l a n d ,  i s  h o l d i n g  a  P a c i ­
fic C o n g r e s s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  2  t o  7 .  T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  C o n ­
gress i s  “ N e w  H o u s i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t s  a r o u n d  t h e  P a c i f i c ” . A s  t h e  t i t l e  i m p l i e s ,  
the s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  f r o m  t h e  r i m  P a c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  a  
ce r ta in  a f f i n i t y  i n  h o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s . . C a n  s t u d e n t s  o f f e r  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a n a l y s i s  
and s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m ?  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  “ w o r k i n g ”  
c o n g r e s s  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  a  “ h o l i d a y ”  c o n g r e s s .  D e l e g a t e s  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  
s tu d ie s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  b e n e f i t .

“Mile upon mile of organised nowhere”.

EDITORIAL
The P a c i f i c  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C o n g r e s s  i s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  A u c k l a n d ,  S e p t e m b e r  2  t o  7 .  
The t h e m e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  b e  “ N e w  H o u s i n g  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ” , a  s u b j e c t  
w h ich  h a s  r a i s e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S c h o o l s  o v e r s e a s .  A l r e a d y  q u i t e  
a n u m b e r  o f  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  A u s t r a l i a  h a v e  n o t i f i e d  t h e  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  
that t h e y  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g ;  a l s o  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  T o k i o .

T h e  e m p h a s i s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  b e  o n  d e f i n i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  h u m a n  
v a lu e s  i n  h o u s i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  n e w  l a r g e  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s .

It is a well-known fact th a t 
while there m ay be few tech­
nical problems involved in 
building mass housing, there 
are m any very real difficulties 
to be faced in m aking such 
developments attractive to live 
in. New Zealand has only 
recently been affected by this 
question, but the soulless 
dormitory-suburb develop­
ments are  now growing fast 
around the m ajor cities, and 
the miles of dreary sim ilarity 
are becoming a fam iliar sight. 
It is not hard  to see w hat this 
kind of building could mean 
in term s of cultural develop­
ment. Environm ental conform­
ity promotes, even demands 
and enforces, cultural uniform ­
ity, a vast flat beehive of To 
and Fro. Here is the great 
question—how to build a house 
that will be a Home in the 
fullest .sense; how to design a 
district th a t will be a  com­
munity, and not m erely a dis­
trict.

The factors involved in this 
dilemma have yet to be clearly 
defined. I t  is hoped th a t the 
September Congress will be 
able to m ake progress not so 
much in finding the answers 
as in deciding precisely w hat 
are the questions th a t m ust 
be answered. Once these are

decided on, the answers will 
not be so hard  to find.

This is perhaps one of the 
most im portant fields of ex­
ploration of modern times. 
The outcome of such research 
could m ean the difference be­
tween cultural progress and 
cultural retrogression. This is 
not to say th a t the answers 
to all social problems are to 
be found here, but there is a 
logical tra in  of events arising 
from uninspired housing. If a 
house is not a home, there is 
no family life. W ithout family 
life, there  is no meaningful 
cultural background for the 
individual, and so there is a 
decline in social values and 
m oral standards. And so, de­
linquency, rising crime rate; a 
lack of meaning in life.

There are two sides to  archi­
tecture—the technical and the 
human. The technical tends 
to take precedence over the 
hum an considerations, whereas 
is should, ideally, be the other 
way around. The organisers 
hope th a t this Congress will 
help to emphasise to  the pub­
lic, and to architects, th a t the 
human, personal aspect of 
housing is w orth considering, 
and th a t work is being done 

| on this very topic.

Very recently, it has been 
announced tha t Aldo Van Eyck 
of Europe's architectural 
“Team 10,” leaders of modern 
architecture, has accepted an 
invitation to attend  the Con­
gress. Van Eyck is acknow­
ledged as one of the world’s 
leading exponents of the a r t 
of combining the w arm th of 
hum an values w ith the 
mechanics of building. At tim e 
of going to  press, there had 
not been tim e to gauge the 
response from  other countries 
to this news, but it is expected 
tha t Van Eyck’s presence will 
considerably swell the numbers 
of delegates from overseas. It 
will also have the effect of 
putting this Congress in world 
class for importance.

The them e deals w ith build­
ing a  community literally  from 
the ground up, and so the or­
ganisers feel th a t the Congress 
will be of interest to many 
other departm ents of the Uni­
versity, such as Psychology, 
Geography, Anthropology, and 
other courses relating  to Man 
and his environment.

The Congress Committee ex­
tends an invitation to all stu ­
dents to attend, as the Con­
gress covers topics which will 
be of interest to  many 
students.

T h e  f i r s t  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  d a y s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  u p  m  
d e v e l o p i n g  a  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  C o n ­
g r e s s ,  o u t s i d e  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i l l  t a l k  o n  s u b j e c t s  s p e c i f i c ­
a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ’s  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  v i s i t i n g  
l e c t u r e r ,  A l d o  V a n  E y c k ,  a  w o r l d  e m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t  
f o r  b o t h  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  i s  g i v i n g  t h e  
l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  e n v i s ­
a g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  
m o s t  p a p e r s ,  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  o n e  w i l l  b e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c i t i n g .

The trend  will then change 
towards student papers and 
studies after a bus trip  to 
see and discuss some housing 
around Auckland.

The sessions on Saturday are 
mainly to  ensure continuation 
of these PACIFIC WORK­
ING CONGRESSES. This 
Congress is intended to lay the 
foundation for regular Pacific 
Congresses every two years. 
Since many of the basic prob­
lems facing countries which 
border the Pacific are similar, 
it is felt th a t there is much 
to be gained from discuussing 
these. Together, students are 
more likely to reach satisfac­
tory  solutions.

The aim is a t an in terna­
tional exchange of ideas a t a 
student level. Auckland stu ­
dents are sure th a t any dele­
gate will benefit tremendously 
from  the Congress and th a t 
NZ will benefit from participa­
tion by overseas students.

W ith emphasis of Congress 
on study, voluntary groups

have been m eeting every m orn­
ing a t  8.20, and fru itfu l pro­
gress has been made. Study 
groups are  almost as m uch a 
p art of Congress as the 6-day 
period itself. Following is a 
brief outline of Study Group 
work:
Aim and Scope:

1. W ork covered by these 
investigation groups will be 
presented a t Congress.

2. All students are invited to 
participate.

(a) The work to  be covered 
is of im portance to  our 
community.

(b) Students are  in a unique 
position to  investigate 
and m ake proposals.

(c) The aim of the Study 
Groups is to bring for­
w ard concrete proposals 
about (I) W ays of consid­
ering the areas in which 
we live.
(II) Methods of develop­

m ent, and trying to  get 
these ideas implemented.

MONDAY
9 - 10.30:
Neifr Zealand presentation 

from study groups; slides 
and critical analysis of exist­
ing development.

11 - 12.30:
A ustralian presentation from 

study groups; slides and cri­
tical analysis of existing 
development.

12.45:
Official welcome and luncheon.
2 - 2.30:
Dr C arr (Town Planner). 

Student discussion.
4 - 5.30:
Dr P. Fielding, “The Pacific 

Basin as a Geographic Unit”. 
Student discussion.

8 p.m.:
Inform al: Arch. Soc. Common 

Room.
TUESDAY

9 - 10.30:
Paper on relationship to His­

tory  of Auckland. Student 
discussion.

11 - 12.30:
Mr J. Beckett (sociologist). 

Student discussion.
2 - 3.30:
Panel: “A Resident’s Point of 

View”. Student discussion.
4 - 5.30:
Mr G. Rosenberg: “The Qual­

ity  of Life as a Basis for 
Housing and Planning”. 
Student discussion.

8 p.m.:
Visiting overseas lecturer: 

Aldo van Eyck. Discussion.
WEDNESDAY

9 - 10.30:
Mr M. Austin: “The New Zea­

land house. Discussion.

11 - 12.30:Psychological aspects of the mass housing community. 
Student discussion.

2 - 5.30:Bus trip: Housing in Auckland.
8 p.m.:
Informal. Slides on New Zea­land housing. Arch. Soc. 

Common Room.
THURSDAY

9 - 10.30:Messrs. Halstead, Corry, Bar- giachi: “An Approach to 
Residential Development”. 
Student discussion.

11 - 12.30:Australian paper. Discussion. 
2 - 3.30:Individual student paper.

Student discussion.
4 - 5.30:Australian paper. Discussion.
8 p.m.:
Informal. Slides on New Zea­land architecture. Arch. Soc. 

Common Room.
FRIDAY

9 - 10.30:Messrs. Cockburn and Warren: 
“Freeman’s Bay Redevelop­

ment Scheme”. Discussion.
11 - 12.30:Australian paper. Discussion. 
2 - 3.30:Study group. Freemans Bay 

and Otara. Discussion.
4 - 5.30:Visiting overseas lecturer: 

Paper by Aldo van Eyck.
8 p.m.:
Congress dinner.

SATURDAY
9 - 10.30: Working session, 

“Summing up”.
11 - 12.30, 2 - 3.30: Congress 

Working Session.
8 p.m.: Social.
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AIMS OF 
CONGRESS

W e  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  a n y  c o n c r e t e  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  b e  
i m p l e m e n t e d  t o m o r r o w .  I t  i s  l i n e  p l a n t i n g  t r e e s .  W e  
a r e  n o t  H a r v e s t i n g  f r u i t ,  b u t  s o w i n g  t h e  s e e d .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s  w i l l  b e  a  
p i a c e  w h e r e  a  s e r i e s  o f  t h e o r i e s  w i l l  b e  p u t  f o r w a r d  
a n d  t h e n  f o r g o t t e n .  T h o s e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  o f  a n y  
w o r t h  w i l l  u n a v o i d a b l y  s h o w .  H e n c e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  A s  m u c h  a s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  i s  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  h o w  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  d o n e .

T h i s  “ h o w ” e x p l a i n s  w h y  w e  m u s t  k n o w  a b o u t  
p o l i t i c s  a n d  a l l  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s p e n d i n g  o f  
p u b l i c  m o n e y .  W e  m u s t  k n o w  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  w h i c h  o n l y  
e x p e r t s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  c a n  p r o d u c e .

Furtherm ore, to  be effective 
a  study of this sort m ust be 
a  continuous process which 
will continually expand over 
the years. Inform ation will 
have to continually filed and 
published. New processing 
techniques will be needed— 
have we not dream ed of a 
computor reference L ibrary?

Perhaps we are  being pre­
sum ptuous but a t  any tim e of 
need some groups tend to con­
vene other groups w ith specific 
interests. We are not living in 
a depression—but we are liv­
ing in a g reat a rea  of cultural 
starvation  in term s of lite ra­
ture, a rt, or any special a rt. 
There are  m any capable ex­
ponents in the several a rts— 
including architecture — who 
are  as good as any to be found 
anywhere else in the world. 
This starvation  is caused by 
m any factors but the symp­
toms are m anifested by all 
public expression which im­
plies the isolation of feeling 
from  function, the estrange­
m ent between science on the 
one hand, and people and their 
history on the o ther and the 
often complained of separation 
of nature  from  man.

Readjustm ent is one aim and 
a t the risk of censure I wo’ild 
suggest th a t the arch itect’s job 
is th a t of guiding re-adjust­
m ent, firstly for himself and 
then  for everyone else. Ad­
justm ent is from  my own ex­
perience, a  continued process; 
but you don’t  always have the 
same group of people guiding 
the way. W ith the arrival 
firstly of the new technology 
of mass production and now, 
before we have caught our 
breath, autom ation, we as 
architects are  certainly having 
m aladjustm ent problems and 
being placed in a  position of 
seeing our own problems too 
vividly a t times.

Now back to  housing — a  
field where the public is as 
disturbed as the architect but 
a field where steps to  quell 
a  public disturbance is largely 
the responsibility of the archi­
tec t albeit he only designs a 
very small p art of a complete 
neighbourhood. In  1963 the 
Government Housing D epart­
m ent are  looking for new sys­
tem s of mass housing. The 
inner areas of cities all over 
New Zealand are  literally  ro t­
ting  away. H ere in Auckland,

the  councill are  committed to 
rehabilitate people living on 
an  area of 300 acres in  F ree­
mans Bay — probably a t  a 
loss of seven million two hun­
dred thousand pounds in prop­
erty  transactions alone. On the 
City periphery, land which 
was once productive, is being 
cut up into housing areas and 
turned into places which will 
probably end up as slums and 
areas which a t  th e  mom ent 
no one seems anxious to  live in. 
The num ber of * people who 
decline the ir own sta te  house 
applications is increasing a t an 
alarm ing rate . I  th ink  tha t 
this is a particularly  clear 
indication th a t something is 
wrong somewhere.

Reconsideration of housing 
policies both of the Govern­
m ent and of those local bcklies 
who have had rehabilitation 
th ru s t upon them  is vital; or 
being optimistic, one could 
say th a t such reconsideration 
is unavoidable.
,So fa r  I  have confined the 
com m entary to achievements 
and aims w ithin New Zealand. 
This is the area which we 
know something about and one 
w ithin which it is practically 
possible to direct solutions to 
problems. Partak ing  Univer­
sities will have m uch to offer 
but this m aterial needs to be 
trea ted  in a completely dif­
ferent way.

SPACES BETWEEN BUILDINGS
This is a simple portrayal of the reason why we as architects are studying these housing areas. You might call 

it landscape architecture or you might say “Well, yes, I like 
that”. Some of these things should never have happened.

What to do ?When a neighbourhood is unbearable, we either move 
out or start to make the environment more bearable. Any­
thing to avoid van Eyck’s “mile and mile of organised 
nowhere and nobody feeling he is somebody living some­
where”.

“Blimey, I don’t know about these new flats, but I  can 
sit on my front verandah and talk to Mrs Jones over the 
fence — and that suits me fine”.

The layout of this block is well set out. There are pleasant trees, green grass and running hot and cold water. 
The only thing wrong is that no one who thinks like the 
person (Anon.) who made the quotation, would like to live 
here.

4 -

In the new Otara I feel a certain lack of consideration 
for people. There is no pos­sibility of the unexpected be­
cause there is nowhere for it 
to happen.

A few well planted trees can cover a multitude of sins, 
jo, too, can the intelligent use of what available land there 
s. A few screens and we have a little privacy. An honest 

jience instead of a wire-mesh job and one might even feel 
that some self-respect had been regained.

Congress Pa
J. BECKETT I N T R O l

Social Anthropology
RESIDENTIAL PATTERNS

The various peoples of the 
world reveal a rich and fas­
cinating diversity in their 
residential patterns. For the 
pa tte rn  of settlem ent provides 
the physical setting for social 
life. Blocks of flats may be 
peculiar to  W estern society, 
but the cave colonies of the 
Pueblo Indians are very simi­
la r in social terms.

Such patterns of residence 
are the  expression of, and an 
im portant means of maintain­
ing a  particular way of life, 
to be lived a t a greater or 
lesser degree of intensity. Man 
is forever seeking the ideal 
compromise between his desire 
for society, the  only milieu in 
which his life can acquire 
meaning, and his fear of irk­
some constraints. The cold, 
sterile term  “housing area” 
is, indeed, all too appropriate 
for the centreless agglomera­
tion of atomised domestic 
units so characteristic of 
modern urban development. 
They are  not communities, 
and there a re  rare ly  the facil­
ities to enable them  to become 
such.

The modern domestic unit 
is rare ly  big enough to accom­
m odate more th a n  a  single 
family -— grandparents must 
live elsewhere. Nor is it often 
possible for kinsfolk and 
friends to  live in the same 
locality. Thus residential pat­
terns cut across and disrupt 
ra th e r than  facilitate social 
life.

★  ★  ★

MR G. ROSENBERG
Senior LecturerTown Planning Department

THE QUALITY OF LIFE AS 
A BASIS FOR HOUSING AND 

PLANNING
This paper assembles some 

of the  experiences and experi­
m ents on the conditions which 
create a “threshold of quality’’, 
which would m ake sure that 
it is possible for people to 
thrive in  the  houses and com­
m unities which we m ay design 
for them . N either hygiene, oor 
structure, nor economy, nor 
architectural aesthetics, are an 
adequate basis for the setting 
of housing standards. We shall 
have to know w hat it is — as 
fa r as homes and places are 
concerned — which makes 
people, children, adolescents, 
young adults, m en and women, 
and old people, feel tha t life 
is good.

Moreover, we have to realise 
th a t in each place and in each 
society, this basic threshold of 
quality varies. I t  is not suffi­
cient to base tow n design uni­
versally on the neighbourhood 
formula, which has scant social 
reality. No new formula is 
suggested, but a  yardstick is 
given, by which we can 
m easure the validity of our 
own and o ther people’s work.
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Paper Previews
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S Y N O P E S  O F  S O M E  O F  T H E  P A P E R S  W H I C H  
W IL L  B E  P R E S E N T E D  A T  T H E  C O N G R E S S .
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LESSONS FROM OLDHOUSES
DR D. CARR 

Geography Department 
HOUSING EXPANSION

The population of the world 
is increasing a t  an  accelerat­
ing ra te  and in recent years 
this increase has exceeded 
50,000,000 persons per annum.

This increase in world popu­
lation is being accompanied by 
an increase in world urbanis­
ation and an increase in the 
size of the largest urban com­
munities.

Since the end of W orld W ar 
II increased prosperity and 
improved technology have 
accelerated the processes of 
population growth and urban 
expansion, and the problems 
associated w ith these processes 
are increasing in both number 
and complexity.
Although the economy of the 

country is dependent upon the 
development of ru ra l land, the 
environment within which 
more than  70 per cent of our 
population lives and works is 
dependent upon the develop­
ment of urban land. As an 
increasing percentage of our

population can be expected to 
live in urban areas, the present 
form of urban expansion — 
low density fringe develop­
m ent — m ust be examined 
with a view to improving both 
the social and economic struc­
ture of our urban communi­
ties.

There is a need for a new 
conception in the  design of 
housing areas, a need for a 
g reater variety  in housing 
areas to provide for “compact- 
types, a need in new housing 
ness w ithout congestion and 
spaciousness w ithout sprawl”.

★  ★  ★
M. AUSTIN

School of Architecture Thesis
THE NZ HOUSE — WHAT 

IS IT ?
An analysis of the elements 

of the  suburban NZ house, 
relating them  to  social pres­
sures and suburban behaviour. 
One shows, basically, tha t 
there are several elements th a t 
express clearly the “NZ W ay 
of Life”.

STUDY GROUPS
It is hoped that our study Group can obtain a text for some environmental studies 

and photos compiled by Prof. Jacobus P. Thijsse illustrating 
solutions to problems of hous­
ing in the rapidly expanding 
South Pacific.The work covers several 
areas, two of which I shall mention—namely New Cale­
donia and Fiji.
In New Caledonia some 

rammed earth  construction is 
being used—a little  cem ent is 
added to ordinary soil and 
then packed down. The results 
are good.
In Fiji as in New Caledonia 

concrete is a very desirable 
building m aterial, but owing to 
the rapid  expansion and 
the general financial condition 
o£ the population concrete is

a scarce commodity.
So although concrete has 

proved its value as a  building 
m aterial, the  locals are  forced 
back to using indigenous 
organic m aterials such as 
M akita leaves or “tiles” of 
cladding units.

Here a  new situation arises. 
There is a  traditional and in­
form al way of building in Fiji, 
and now suddenly M akita 
“’tiles” are  being collected and 
distributed on an  assembly 
line basis. Customs, tradition 
and finance is upset.

W e are forced back to  a  
social problem. To know all 
the aspects of F iji’s social 
problems would entail the life 
work of several people and 
one of these people will have 
to  be an  architect.

Scott

Mixed Residential 
Colleges at New 
British University

The new University of Lan­
caster will be the first British 
university w ith all students in 
mixed residential colleges.
Also, no differentiation will 

be made by year or faculty. 
Lancaster will also introduce

All students are 
invited to attend 

this Congress.

a new type of Honours degree 
in which “Science” and “A rts” 
subjects can be taken  together 
— for example, the study of 
chem istry in relation to econo­
mics or philosophy.

Papers to be presented from Australia:—
“New Towns in in New  South Wales”;
‘̂Canberra, Past, Present and Future” —

—both from University of 
New South Wales.

“Housing in an Indus­trial City”, from New­
castle.

Aspects of Auckland

Gibraltar Crescent. A tree, a hedge, and a winding street. This is not Freemans Bay, and 
I don’t pretend it to be. It is a place which I am very fond of for no good reason. Nothing 
was planned and no one intended that this place should please me.

This is a greater part of ; 
Gibraltar Crescent seen from 
the Domain. It is just some 
houses in the background. How 
many houses have a relation­
ship to trees and open spaces 
like this? There is only one 
odd thing about all the house 
verandahs. They face south­west.

The people who built this house must have understood how to make houses beautiful. They didn’t know that they chose the wrong one. A gasometer in a suburban area. Trucks 
taking goods to the factory across the road. Regional planning is one way of insuring against 
ending up in the wrong suburb.
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THE G U EST :

VAN EYCK
The Measure of the Man

H i s  T h o u g h t s  o n  o u r  C o n g r e s s  —
“ T h e  s u b j e c t  y o u  h a v e  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  C o n g r e s s  i s  

a  h a r a s s i n g  o n e  —  t h a t  i s  a s  i t  s h o u l d  b e !  I t  i s ,  in  
f a c t ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  u r g e n t  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l ^  in  
h u m a n  t e r m s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  m o s t  b a f f l i n g  
a n d  h i t h e r t o  —  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  —  m o s t  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a p p r o a c h e d  ( a r c h i t e c t s  w i t h  t h e  “ r i g h t ”  m in d  k n o w  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t w o  l e f t  h a n d s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  
h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  m u l t i t u d e s ) .  N o ,  o u r  p l u r a l ­
i s t i c  s o c i e t y  s t i l l  f a i l s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  i n ­
v o l v e d .  W e  a r e  s i m p l y  u n a b l e  t o  h u m a n i s e  g r e a t  
q u a n t i t y .  N o  p r o b l e m ,  I  f e e l ,  s h o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  s t u d e n t s  
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  w h i c h  n e i t h e r  t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  w h i c h  
t h e y  b e l o n g  n o r  t h e i r  o w n  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  
s o l v e  a d e q u a t e l y ! ”

O U R  T H E M E  :
O u r  t h e m e  b e i n g  “ N e w  H o u s i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  

P a c i f i c ” , V a n  E y c k  i s  e m i n e n t l y  s u i t a b l e  a s  l e a d e r  
a n d  s t i m u l a t o r .

“ T h e  m a t e r i a l  s l u m  h a s  g o n e ,  b u t  w h a t  h a s  r e ­
p l a c e d  i t ?  J u s t  m i l e  u p o n  m i l e  o f  o r g a n i s e d  n o w h e r e  
a n d  n o b o d y  f e e l i n g  h e  i s  s o m e b o d y  l i v i n g  s o m e w h e r e ” .
HISTORY OF “TEAM 10”

In the sum m er of 1928, 
Corbu, Giedon and other lead­
ing architects of the modern 
movement banded together to 
form  CIAM (Congress In te r­
national d’Architecture Mod- 
erne).

In  1928 it  was in effect a 
sort of defensive alliance of 
architects and planners who 
believed th a t the League of 
Nations competition and other 
fiascos required them  to stick 
together and form their own 
pressure group. CIAM was to 
become the most powerful 
force in the modern movement. 
In  1947 there was a new a t­
tem pt by young architects in 
CIAM to abandon the gap be­
tween the thinking and feel­
ing. In  1954 an international 
group of young architects was 
set up to prepare the pro­
gram m e of the ten th  congress 
of CIAM which was in 1956.

Aldo Van Eyck was a  leading 
light in this group whose work 
and philosophies have contin­
ued to expand, culm inating in 
the ir wide acceptance through 
“Team 10 P rim er.”
VAN EYCK AND THE MOD­
ERN MOVEMENT IN THE 
NETHERLANDS:

Rehousing:
A fter the last W ar construc­

tion of damaged cities resulted 
in a vital interest in rehousing 
developments. New districts 
naturally  consist largely of 
housing blocks, the planning 
of which have undergone radi­
cal changes as fa r as the flats 
and apartm ent houses are con­
cerned. Housing, by such men 
as Van Eyck, th a t is of a high 
architectural standard is to 
be found scattered among 
mediocre blocks.

The Aged:
Special attention has been

Pool by sandpit is amusing.

paid in  the  N etherlands to 
homes for the aged in Am ster­
dam since 1953.Schools:

Since it is p art of the charac­
ter of the Dutch to pay great 
attention to the education of 
their children, there are  m any 
well-built and, as regards 
style, attractive schools to be 
found scattered  throughout 
the country such as his a t 
Nagele and also those by Van 
den Broek and Oud.

Enthusiasm:
Quoting from  the  book 

“Netherland A rchitecture 
since 1900”—

“The functionalists in the 
Netherlands rem ained tru e  to 
their principle and with the 
exception of Van den Broek, 
Bakema and Van Eyck, they 
found no point of departure

In this orphanage, a little 
mirror set in wall fascinates.
tha t would offer them  greater 
freedom . . . These few a t­
tempted to bridge the gap be­
tween thinking and feel­
ing . .  . ”

“Undoubtedly the two men 
most possessed by architecture 
in the Netherlands are Bakema 
and Van Eyck. Their tem pera­
ments differ, but they con­
verge in the ir desperation and 
in their enthusiasm. Both are 
just over forty  and belong to 
the “third generation” after 
Oud and Rietveld; they were 
rebels against the “second 
generation,” and  are fully ac­
quainted w ith developments 
abroad and determ ined to find 
a way of the ir own, neither in­
ternational nor typically N eth­
erlands, but largely Van Eyck 
and Bakema.”

This book by B lijstra gives 
a  complete yet brief account 
of the modern movement in 
the Netherlands.CURRENT THOUGHT AND 
PHILOSOPHY:

“W hat you should try  to ac­
complish is build meaning. So 
get close to the  m eaning and 
build. Perhaps the g reater 
reality of a door is the localised 
setting for a wonderful, 
human gesture — conscious 
entry and departure.

For the architect the ques­
tion of industrialisation of 
building is still a question of 
what to fabricate, not how to 
fabricate it.

People buy clothes and 
shoes the right size and know 
when the fit feels good! I t ’s 
time we invent the built thing 
that fits them —us. W hatever 
space and tim e mean, place 
and occasion m ean more.

For space in the image of 
man is place and tim e in one 
image of m an is occasion.

‘City’ implies, ‘the people 
that live there,' not ‘popula­
tion.’

SUPPORT FROM MAYOR |/y(
S u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  M a y o r ,  M r  D .  M . R o b i n s o n ,  and . . 
f r o m  t h e  A r t s  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  h a s  b e e n  p r o m is e d  1Iie ftrT lc  
f o r  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  P a c i f i c  C o n g r e s s  o n  h o u s i n g  in f S  P r o P °  
t h e  P a c i f i c  a r e a .  »m t  c l °

T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S t u d e n t s  S o c i e t y  h a s  been T h e  
a d v i s e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  S i r  L eo n  stro n g ly  1 
G o t z ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  g r a n t  o f  £ 5 0 0  t o  d e fr a y  trolling i 
t h e  c o s t  o f  a  t r a v e l l i n g  l e c t u r e s h i p .  A f t e r  a t t e n d in g  m n e c e s s j  
P a c i f i c  C o n g r e s s ,  A l d o  V a n  E y c k  w i l l  m a k e  a  le c tu r e -  n a c h in e r  
t o u r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  o r g a n i s e d  b y  th e  secu r ity  i•A.T rw 1 J  Y «X? A L U  i.„ c f ta m  liN e w  Z e a l a n d  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s .

The Mayor of Auckland, Mr
D. M. Robinson said tha t the 
congress would have his full 
support and he felt sure tha t 
the City Council would sup­
port it too.

In  an inform al meeting with 
the Mayor on Tuesday, July 
23, members of the Congress 
Committee presented their 
case. The Mayor waxed en­
thusiastic and gave advice as 
to w hat we as students could 
do if one used the right ap­
proach. Although I am  not 
bound to agree w ith his ad­
vice, I think  it was very good 
advice. His W orship suggested 
tha t before anything archi­
tec tu ra l can be done, one must 
find ways and means of doing 
it. From  this he pointed out 
th a t politics and economics 
are the foundations of good 
building and th a t we could 
profitably spend tim e doing de­
tailed study and becoming in­
volved in this “groundwork.”

As an  example of complete 
regional planning he showed 
us the scheme for Vancouver.

This is a m aster plan which 
includes provision for traffic, 
housing, industrial and even 
facilities such as food supply; 
it is obvious tha t such plan­
ning is going to reflect back 
and influence housing develop­
m ent. A fter the Vancouver 
plan went into legislature op­
eration  an estim ated two hun­
dred million pounds of un­
necessary expenditure was 
avoided in the first year alone. 
This is one indication of why 
planning is im portant. I t  saves 
money!
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Federation
The group were delighted to fu.nc* case 

find th a t the Mayor had al­
ready read up some of the 
m aterial which we are produc­
ing for the Congress. We in­
vited him to attend the Pacific 
Congress. Also, the Mayor was 
impressed by Van Eyck’s 
w riting; he is quoting him 
already. This is a pleasing in­
troduction to a new relation­
ship between the University 
students and the City. I hope 
it will be for our m utual bene­
fit.
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The Mayor and Congress representatives.
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Come in and discuss the 
opening of a Cheque, 
Account with us. A BNZ 
cheque book gives you 
confidence, and standing 
in the community. It 
opens the way to many 
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be very helpful to you. A 
discussion places you 
under no obligation.

Bank of New Zealand
New Zealand*s Leading Bank
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[°*WORLD LAW
ro m ised  a ^ e s  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  in  C r a c c u m  V I I I  c o n c e r n -  
i s in e  in *8 p r o p o s a l s  f o r  W o r l d  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  W o r ld  L a w ,  

8  merit c l o s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
T h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  w o r ld  f e d e r a t i o n  a r g u e  

W rongly t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  W o r l d  L a w  c o n ­
trolling i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  r e n d e r  w a r f a r e  
in n e c e s s a r y .  A n  e s t a b l i s h e d  L a w ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
m a c h in e r y  f o r  s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s ,  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
« c u r i t y  wTh i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d i s a r m a m e n t .  S u c h  a  
system , i t  i s  a r g u e d ,  w i l l  s u r e l y  s u r v i v e ,  b e c a u s e  “ i t  
ro u ld  b e  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
people o f  t h e  w o r l d ” .
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"We believe”, writes your 
orrespondent G. C. Titman, 
that the people of the world 
dll give up , . . separate 
jatlonal m ilitary establish­
ments, when their elected 
spresentatives have created a 
Setter means of defence in the 
!orm of a system of just and 
?nforced world laws prohibit- 
ng war, threats of war, and 
ill arms . .
This, in essence, is the 

Federationalist case. I t is a 
sound case, but unfortunately 
it is prem ature by at least a 
sentury. And as is so often 
!he case with such quasi- 
Utopian schemes, the difficul- 
ies which a t this point in 
lime, make the establishment 
jf a World Federation impos­
sible, are completely ignored.
It is subm itted th a t these 

difficulties a re  inherent in the 
present world situation. If any 
system of law is to survive, 
here m ust exist adequate 
means of enforcement. In 
other words, the proposed fed­
eral authority  m ust have the 
ability to  uphold the law, and 
lo ensure tha t the law is 
obeyed by the members of the 
Federation. Now, this essential 
prerequisite is, a t  the moment, 
impossible. The very founda­
tion of a World Federation 
rould depend on the support 
of no fewer than  110 sovereign 
States. One hundred and ten 
governments would have to be 
prepared to  surrender their 
sovereignty in international 
affairs to  a W orld Federal 
Government. W hat is more, 
the very success of this 
scheme would depend on the 
unanimous acceptance of all 
the governments concerned.

This cannot come about at 
this point in time. The poli­
cies, the ideals and the 
stability of the existing 110 
sovereign States are so diverse, 
that not even a modicum of 
agreement can be expected. 
As long as the world’s most 
populous nation, China, is pre­
pared to sacrifice 70 per cent 
of mankind for the purpose 
of establishing her brand of 
Communism, a W orld Federa­
tion is impossible. One feels 
that the prospect of a Chinese 
empire appeals more to Mao 
Tse-tung than  does the pros­

pect of an enforced World 
Law.

To w hat extent would Indo­
nesia and Egypt be prepared 
to surrender control of their 
respective foreign policies, 
when their territo rial ambi­
tions rem ain as yet u n f u l ­
filled? The article on Federa­
tion which appeared in Crac­
cum states, “Only those who 
have dreams of personal power 
at the expense of peace could 
possibly object to the idea”. 
This is true. It is also the 
reason why the proposed 
World Federation would never 
get past the opening negotia­
tions.

The articles makes refer­
ence to a World Constitution. 
This would be the product of 
“the finest legal minds in the 
world, faced with the most 
historic task since time began 
— the unification of the world. 
It is certain tha t the resulting 
draft constitution would be 
the finest tha t it ls possible 
for man to produce”.

Such postulations are naive. 
Legal brains are notorious for 
diverging widely. Judgm ents 
delivered by the Law Lords 
in the House of Lords are a 
case in point. Moreover, all 
previous attem pts at drafting 
World Constitutions (or simi­
lar codes) have been rem ark­
able for their failure. Ultim­
ately, a constitution must 
express the accepted aims and 
ideals of the participating 
States, but if there is not 
even participation, then there 
can be no constitution.

This brings us to the point, 
tha t if a system of W orld Law 
is to operate a t all, there m ust 
exist a groundwork of effec­
tive legal systems within the 
nations themselves. At the 
moment, this does not exist. 
W hat type of legal code oper­
ates in China, Cuba, Outer 
Mongolia or the Congo, one 
hesitates to guess. Some 
nations are incapable of m ain­
taining law and order within 
their own boundaries. A system 
of World Law is thus prem a­
ture in a world where Baluba 
tribesmen can ram page un­
checked.

Finally, as is so often the 
case, W orld Federation has 
been presented to us as the

ON TWO YEARS GUARANTEED 
FULL W EIGHT BATTERIES. 
6-volt from £4/5/6
12-volt from £6/11/6
Reconditioned batteries from 39/6

AUSTRALASIAN BATTERY COMPANY LTD
CNR. MACKELVIE ST. & WILLLIAMSON AVE.

SAVE
£4

only feasible alternative to 
nuclear destruction. It is 
agreed tha t nuclear disarm a­
m ent will not eliminate war. 
Only to tal disarmam ent can 
do this. But unfortunately, w ar 
is still contemplated by many 
nations, so it is subm itted tha t 
it is preferable to fight our 
future wars without nuclear 
weapons than with them. To 
the realist, it is extrem ely un­
likely tha t the next 40 years 
will be years of uninterrupted 
peace. One can only hope that 
atomic bombs, like gas in the 
Second W orld War, will not 
be used.

So, it is suggested, with 
respect, tha t the proposals for 
World Federation are not 
feasible. The solutions (if such 
things are possible) to the 
world’s problems are not to be 
found in World Law. World 
Law can only come when the 
existing sources of discord are 
removed. Racial distrust, im­
perialistic ambitions, economic 
deficiencies, illiteracy, starva­
tion, over-population, diversity 
of background — these are the 
problems th a t the world faces. 
Only when these are removed 
can we hope for anything 
approaching World Federation. 
It is an  uphill struggle. More 
than likely, wars will disrupt 
its progress. It will not be 
achieved in our lifetime.

To work blindly for World 
Federation completely ignores 
these realities. It is useless to 
set up a system before the 
foundations are laid. The 
foundations are our task. 
W hat follows, we will never 
know.

—J. Priestley

There are 155,000 university 
students in Yugoslavia, twice 
the number for 1956-57, when 
there were 71,852, and eight 
times tha t for 1938-39, when 
there were only 16,978. Today 
there are 27,000 students at 
Engineering faculties, 16,000 
studying Law, 20,000 Econo­
mics, and 16,000 Fine Arts. In 
1938-39 only a quarter of the 
students were girls. In 1960-61 
the ratio  had risen to two- 
fifths, or 40,700 students to 
99,874 men.—MacHen.
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AND CLASS WAR
Sir,—All readers of the New 

Statesm an will sympathise 
with Hyman Levy’s forthright 
statem ent, in last week’s issue, 
of a m ajor working-class 
grievance. He points out that, 
although working-class girls 
can be sold to satisfy the 
sexual needs of the upper class 
no reciprocal ^service of this 
kind exists.

It is high time tha t the 
anachronistic sta te of affairs 
was remedied. The 20th cen­
tury  has seen the crumbling 
of the ancient class barriers, 
one after another. Education, 
wealth and power are becom­
ing available to all. But one 
last stronghold of privilege 
remains unshaken: upper-class 
women are reserved for the rich

They are the prerogative of 
Etonians, Harrovians and such 
W ykhamists as happen to

w ant them. W ith a few for­
tunate exceptions — game- 
keepers and other comrades 
who have infiltrated the 
enemy’s camp — we are pre­
vented by a gigantic class 
conspiracy from enjoying the 
daughters of our rulers and 
our employers.

If the phrase “equality of 
opportunity” is to be more 
than  a figure of speech in 
Britain today, this discrimina­
tion m ust go. Those members 
of the aristocracy who claim 
to have an interest in social 
reform  m ust prove the ir good 
faith. There is one very con­
vincing dem onstration they 
can make. Already they open 
their houses to the public at a 
small charge. A slight exten­
sion of the services normally 
provided . . .

L etter in New Statesm an, 
July, 1963.
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MONDAY AUSUST 5 1963_ _ _ _ _ ASPECTS OF

N.Z. LITERATURE
R e v i e w  o f  a  L i t .  S o c .  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  h e l d  o n  J u l y  
2 3 .  T h e  p a n e l  w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  D r  C . K .  S t e a d ,  D r  W .  
P e a r s o n  a n d  D r  E .  H .  M c C o r m i c k ,  a n d  w a s  c h a i r e d  
b y  D r  J o h n  R e i d .

P a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  r a r e l y  p r o p o s e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  b u t  
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a s  w e l l  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n d  a s  s k i l f u l l y  
c h a i r e d  a s  t h a t  o n  J u l y  2 3 ,  t h e y  n e v e r  f a i l  t o  g i v e  
g o o d  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t i o n s .  I t  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  p e r ­
h a p s ,  t h a t  w i t h  D r  S t e a d  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i s i n g  p o e t  o n  
b o a r d ,  t h e  p a n e l  s h o u l d  h a v e  c o n c e r n e d  i t s e l f  m a i n l y  
w i t h  N Z  p r o s e ;  i t  w a s  l e s s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  s o  w i d e  a  
g r o u n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c o v e r e d .

D r Stead’s opening address harked back to Mr 
Cum ow ’s W inter Lecture o f the previous week, ex­
tracted from  it the notion o f the two or three great 
poets who are fated to arise in each generation, and 
concerned itself w ith the paucity o f critical safeguard 
against usurpation. A  healthier criticism would dis­
tribute laurels more tardily, perhaps reduce them on 
the heads o f some, say Fairburn; w ithdraw them 
completely from  the head o f a Louis Johnson.

story as our most naturalDr Pearson spoke on ten ­
dencies in NZ fiction. F rank  
Sargeson emerged as our fic­
tional watershed; prior to  him, 
the dichotomous vision of 
Mansfield or J. A. Lee, certain 
and uncertain  a t once of both 
antipodes; subsequentlly, a 
solidification of th a t local style 
and sense of situation first 
crystallised in Sargeson. Now 
the novel is replacing the short

as our
genre.

Question though, whether 
style and situation have really 
developed since the thirties: 
our archetypal Man Alone is 
still w ith us, as also our con­
ception of ourselves as native- 
born bushmen and hunters; we 
still lack humour, and worse, 
the self-consciousness natural 
to the young is hardening with
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age to a  m ental stridency — 
too much prose nowadays 
overplays its m aterial, as in 
much of Shaddbolt, for ex­
ample, o r like Maurice Dug­
gan’s N orthland Sahara.

Measure is dwindling. Cur­
rent intensities need the new 
canvas of a  broader national 
understanding.

A source for this broader 
understanding was suggested^ 
by Dr E. H. McCormick, who 
spoke of non-fictional prose. 
Histories by Beaglehole, Sin­
clair, Oliver and so on have 
all, in the ir different ways, 
fixed us not only in tim e but 
also in place and manners. In 
a smaller way, local and insti­
tutional histories have intensi­
fied regional awarenesses.

Perhaps the type of the 
clinical, yet live, exam ination 
of place for place’s sake is 
Guthrie Sm ith’s “T u tira”. As 
for the development of Crump- 
ese, its genesis is to be found 
in the tall stories of 19th 
century journals. In  these non­
fiction areas are the records 
of our consciousness. W ith 
them, and not w ithout them, 
we have legend and myth.

Unusual m urders and un­
common clergymen have sup­
plied us w ith the fragm ents 
of legend; but legend is still a 
great part of our lack. So, too, 
is the novel of urban life. 
Most works with town or 
institutional settings are still 
pretty  much Man Alone — 
Cross’s “God Boy”, for ex­
ample, or Jan e t F ram e’s “Faces 
in the W ater”. Awareness of 
the bourgeois in prose has yet 
to come.

Various methods of its doing 
so are implicit in these ad­
dresses so sadly reproduced. 
As Dr Stead so adequately 
noted, criticism is not merely 
a form  of prize-giving; it is

an  advance of criti-

tha t we still have hum anity 
in a straitjacket. Emancipa­
tion, as we have seen, will 
come partly  through a  growth 
of criticism, partly  through a 
cultivation of those areas dis­
cussed by D r McCormick. They 
are not all, of course, but they 
are much; and our nation’s 
writing m ust be seen to include 
them.

I was interested to note tha t 
satire, as a kind, was not dis­
cussed. Calls for satire, such 
as those made by earnest 
resuscitators of our verse, or 
by Tressider, for example, for 
our drama, have always struck 
me as ra th er quaint. The a tti­
tude is probably the same as 
tha t referred  to by D r Pearson 
when he spoke of our acute 
self-consciousness, more or less 
the attitude, “Look w hat a 
foolish Kiwi I am : don’t I 
strike you as u tterly  absurd?”

BOOK REVIEWS

To actively seek satire is 
Indulge a literary  coitus in 
ruptus; m aturity  dies at t i g  
moment of creation. What 
most needed right now is 
fullness of expression. Souif 
values, urbanity, and breai 
of culture are a measure 
humanity. If the thou 
seems a little old-fashionei 
is tim e it was rendered c 
temporary.

It was to the benefit of ti 
discussion th a t just thj 
qualities characterised thl 
taking part. The 180-stro| 
audience found no reason 
deplore the fact. The pa| 
are to be thanked for a vi 
fine discussion, and Dr Rt

M IN E R V A

Have you seen our tremendous 
display of Penguins, Pelicans 
and Peregrines?
A recent visitor from overseas 
told us that he hadn’t seen a 
better display anywhere.
Do you know who the visitor 
was? Sir Allen Lane, Chairman 
of Penguin Books and creator 
of this famous firm.
Come and see if you agree 
with him.

MINERVA BOOKSHOP
1 3  C o m m e r c e  S t r e e t  

A U C K L A N D

OXFORD ATLAS
The publication of the Ox­

ford Atlas in 1951 set a  new 
standard of cartographic ex­
cellence, and since then many 
other Oxford atlases have fol­
lowed. Now the Oxford Univer­
sity Press, Wellington, an­
nounce the Oxford Social 
Studies Atlas for New Zealand. 
This new atlas, specially de­
signed for New Zealand 
prim ary schools, is the out­
come of close collaboration 
between the Advisory Editor, 
R. G. L ister (Head of the 
Geography D epartm ent, Uni­
versity of Otago), the C urri­
culum Office of the D epart­
m ent of Education, and the 
Cartographic D epartm ent of 
the Clarendon Press, Oxford. 
It is a world atlas, but special 
prominence has been given to 
New Zealand and to those 
regions of the world stressed 
in the Social Studies Syllabus. 
Copies should reach New Zea­
land booksellers late in Sep­
tember.
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ROBINSON 
ON PEARCE

Craccura recently interviewed the Mayor, Mr D. M. Robinson, about the controversy over the statue “Torso II”, and spent an interesting half-hour talking about that and the Council donation, or otherwise, to the Building Fund. Mr Robinson stated his views in a refreshingly direct manner, leaving no doubt about his opinions.
He did not feel that M r Pearce had been outside 

his rights in attempting to stop the C ity Council 
buying the Hepvvorth sculpture. Although he did not 
personally agree with M r Pearce’s point o f view, he 
fe lt that any councillor could take such action if  he 
fe lt obliged to.

Relevant to  this, M r Robinson pointed out that the funds for buying works of art for the Gallery are not, in fact, under the direct control of Mr Tomory. Works are bought for the City by the Parks and Library Committee, on the recommendation of Mr Tomory. The Committee can buy or not as they see fit.

■cher), D . Simcock, T . Ivany-

week
is in Queei 
:ed to aco 
distribute

etcalf.

The Parks and Library Com­
m ittee is directly responsible 
to the City Council, and there­
fore any councillor has a right 
to interest himself in its 
affairs.

Craccum  then observed tha t 
opinion at University was a 
little heated about Mr Pearce’s 
“interference”. The M ayor’s 
reply to this was tha t no one 
has the right to get heated 
because they don’t agree with 
another’s opinion. If the con­
tro l of such things as the 
Gallery were left in the abso­
lute control of one man, one 
might as well do away with 
councils and all forms of 
representative government. He 
felt th a t an  A rt Advisory

Committee as suggested in the 
motion put by Mr Glasse was 
a good idea, so tha t im portant 
purchases would be controlled 
by a num ber of experts.

Councillor D reaver was also 
present while Craccum  talked 
with the Mayor, and a t this 
stage he presented his reasons 
for opposing the purchase of 
the sculpture. He said tha t the 
£950 a t stake would have been 
better spent on something such 
as pensioner relief, as the 
Council is a t the moment 
forced to charge pensioners 
more than  the official Govern­
ment figure for the ir flats. Mr 
D reaver also pointed out tha t 
the Gallery funds came 
directly from  ra te  money.

SHELLEY BERMANf the dise
nong the helley Berman, who will visit Auckland on August 

Queensla j antj 29, is not “sick” (he says he doesn’t even “ el seedy). Nor does he belong to the “clowning”
>nd counJ I 11 an era sick comics and political satirists, 
ficer shot 8 has pulled off the extraordinary trick of winning 
ir 133 m ide public appeal and the respect of intellectuals 6-20 got Sis well, simply by being funny about people.
women aj , /1962' nAopn’f moan
i-20, 538 (|
); 21-25,
i, 128; 
he age 
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failing 
a  cure

| That doesn’t mean Berm an 
without barbs: but basically 

humour revolves around 
lie em barrassments and foibles 

ordinary people.
I The late Charles Laughton 
ammed up the quality with 

be comment: “We have been 
king Berm an situations, and 
Ire have been around unmis­
takable Berm an men and 
}omen for years and did not 
now it. We love your world 
nd you have made us all wel­

come to i t”.
Because of the strong earn­

ing following for Berm an’s 
iumour in the United States, 
Hr H arry  M. M iller, who is

TD.

m .

or

Do you know which country 
in the world has the highest 
ratio of university students to 
population ?
Yes, the United States, with 190.1 to every 10,000 of popu­

lation. Then follows the USSR 
with 108.2; Yugoslavia 75.4; 
Australia 71.8; Japan. 63.9. New 
Zealand’s figure is approxim­
ately 60 per 10,000 of popula­
tion.—MacHen.

directing the New Zealand 
tour, has decided to grant a 
special concession rate for 
university students here to see 
him.

Tickets will be available to 
Auckland University students 
for the opening night (August 
28) at 17/6 — cutting the 
regular price of 35/6 by more 
than  half.

B e r m a n ’s extraordinary 
comic genius is such tha t he 
uses only one real prop — a 
high stool — and one imagin­
ary  one, a telephone. W ith

tha t form at he is Mr Every­
body . . . frustrated  . . . lonely 
. . . bewildered . . . sarcastic 
. . . superior . . . and bitingly 
funny.

He has broken all records in 
successful engagements a t New 
York’s Blue Angel, Chicago’s 
Mr Kelley’s, and the Fairm ont 
Hotel, San Francisco. His 
album, “Inside Shelley Ber­
m an” was the first non-musi­
cal disc to receive a Gold 
Record award, and blazed the 
tra il for the success of the 
“talking” record.

Except in Hollywood films, 
such talent does not burst out 
“overnight”. Berman, now 37, 
spent m any frustrated  years 
as a struggling actor — too 
often being cast as the “heavy” 
— always dissatisfied w ith the 
spasmodic parts he was given 
on stage or TV.

Paradoxically, it was as a 
w riter tha t he won attention. 
To fill in his free tim e (of 
which he had plenty) he began

A.M.C. EAT AND ENJOY 
1st Grade 

M O N A R C H
BACON, HAM and SMALL GOODS 

★
QUALITY PRODUCTS 

of
T H E  A U C K L A N D  M E A T  C O .

MEATS

L T D

The question of public opin- ' 
ion was raised, and it seems 
from communications received 
a t the Town Hall th a t the rate 
for and against was roughly 
fifty-fifty.

On the point of what kind 
of a r t the Gallery should be 
allowed to buy, the Mayor 
said:—

“Who am I to tell the people 
w hat they should see and what 
they shouldn’t see? I don’t  like 
■ the thing, but if we allow our 
opinions to rule regardless, 
tha t is an abnegation of 
democracy and progress”.

He considered th a t the con­
troversy had been a shocking 
example of bad taste, and 
should be a lesson to everyone 
to display moderation and 
good taste in stating their 
opinions.

Mr Robinson then went on 
to the subject of the donation 
to the Building Fund. He con­
sidered tha t the students could 
claim to have a right to the 
donation. He pointed out tha t 
the money would come from 
the Albert P a rk  Trust Fund, 
which was in no way related 
to the ratepayers’ money. He 
said tha t the T rust is specific­
ally not to be used for rate 
relief, but for cultural and 
educational purposes in the 
city. He asked w hat better use 
there could be for some of the 
money available than  to help 
with a project which will be 
of cultural benefit to the city 
for m any years to come.

A fter having a  cup of char 
with the  Mayor, Craccum  
thanked him for his time and 
left, regretting  the fact tha t 
the interview had been a little 
too la te  for Craccum  V IH .

writing comedy m aterial for 
the Steve Allen Show. It was 
only a m atter of time before 
he started  w riting scripts for 
himself, made his debut in 
“Mr Kelley’s”, and became a 
success.

His greatest love is still the 
stage, and he manages to find 
tim e for Broadway. In “The 
M irror under the Eagle”, he 
played 22 different characters, 
sang, danced and played 
comedy scenes. He has also 
won critics’ applause with his 
portrayal of the ubiquitous 
Devil in “Damn Yankees”.

B ut it w ill be as the master 
of the open-end conversation 
—  the man at the end of the 
telephone —  that he will make 
his New Zealand tour.

B R O A D W A Y  
MOTORS LTD.

Licensed M otor Vehicle Dealers

LOWER KHYBER PASS, 
NEWMARKET; PH. 52-089

New Scooters and Motor-cycles
1963 Jawa N Z  350 Tw in  £252
1963 Jawa N Z  250 sgle. £219
1963 Jawa 175 cc..........  £180
1963 Jawa 125 cc..........  £159
1963 NZetta  175 from  £209/10/-
1963 Puch 150 cc.......from  £209
1963 Rabbit 125 from  £205/10/- 
1963 Honda Super Cub 50 £131 
1963 Yam aha Scooter 55 c.c.

£143/17/6

Inspection invited
1/3 deposit — 18 months to  pay
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HARRY M. MILLER PRESENTS

The World's Most 
Hilarious 

Satirical 

Entertainer!

IN PERSON

SHELLY
BERMAN
Flying (yes flying) direct from 
his record-shattering session at 
the SANDS HOTEL, Las Vegas, 
comes hilarious entertainer 
SHELLEY BERMAN.

Acclaimed by critics and 
audiences alike as the world's 
greatest comedian.

His million selling record 
albums have outsold any other 
recorded comedian.

From the moment he steps 
on stage you will he trans­
ported into side-splitting hilar­
ity, with his fabulous satire 
and comedy.

Yes, you have heard him 
on record, but you see, hear 
and faugh a thousand times as 
much at SHELLEY BERMAN 
ON STAGE — IN PERSON.

™ We advise you to hook your 
seats now! Don’t miss him!

H itting a m illion new  
horizons w ith  that very  
special

"BERMAN B RAND"  
H U M O U R

SPECIAL
STUDENTS’

CO N CESSIO N

17/6 per seat 
You save 18/-

TIME IS SHORT — SEATS 

ARE LIMITED — SEE YOUR 

PRESIDENT NOW

IN  A U C K LA N D  

IN  PERSO N

WED. AUG. 28
Town Hall 

1 Hilarious Show 
Nightly 8.15 p.m.
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EXEC NOTES
Craccum went along to the 

Exec meeting on Ju ly  17 to 
see w hat the new Exec is like, 
and saw a group which bal­
ances inexperience and sloppy 
procedure with a good measure 
of interest, energy and ability. 
Personal feeling did not ap­
pear to  have any influence 
and, w ith luck, by working as 
a team  they will avoid many 
of the troubles of the last 
Exec.

President Romaniuk needs 
more practical experience of 
running meetings to tighten 
up his control, but this is a 
minor point compared with 
his obvious interest and ad­
m inistrative ability. He should 
deal more harshly than  he 
does with motions which are 
not on the agenda if the new 
Exec is to make sensible, con­
sidered decisions on them. All 
controversial m atters obviously 
need to be considered first by 
sub-committees until the new 
people know what they are 
talking about.

A good example of this was 
the decision to give Public 
Relations Committee a phone. 
There are already two phones

in the Huts: one in Craccum 
room, which is used infre­
quently, and one in Capping 
Room straigh t across the pas­
sage from PRC which gets 
heavy use only during infre­
quent rush periods. It was 
obvious from PRO Quennell’s 
report tha t his committee is 
expanding, but the em pire­
building must be mammoth 
indeed if it requires a third 
phone all the year round. Even 
more surprising was the Exe­
cutive’s decision not to - refer 
this expenditure of £30 per 
annum  to Finance Committee; 
a norm al m easure of precau­
tion which need only delay
action for one or two days if
the Committee is given power 
to act. The finances of the 
Association are not so stable 
tha t they can be played
around with in this cavalier 
fashion, and to say tha t the 
need for another phone is so 
urgent tha t it could not stand 
the delay is obvious tripe.
(The phone has not been in­
stalled at the tim e copy closed 
— 10 days later.) Another bad 
feature of a dreadful debate 
was the ability of some mem­
bers to  find red herrings

M O R E  L E T T E R S
D ear Sir, ,

Congratulations for a very fine Editorial in Craccum 
V m . I agree wholeheartedly with w hat you say. Altogether, 
I think this was one of the best issues of Craccum I have 
ever read — m arred  only by two letters and the fact tha t 
you were forced to publish Mr von Meier’s reply to the 
architects. Keep up the “An-archies”.

If Mr B atten  considers Mr 
von Meier’s article as “free 
and inform ed” criticism, may 
heaven help him. Perhaps he 
had bette r read the article 
once more and note particu­
larly  the general tone of it. 
Certainly Mr von Meier should 
not keep silent about bad 
architecture and no one ever 
said he should; but to go 
ahead and lay the en tire  blame 
for the complete construction 
a t the architect’s feet and, 
moreover, to a ttack  them  with 
such vigour in every line (not 
one complimentary sentence in 
the whole article), an attack  
th a t does imply professional 
incompetence, which anyone 
except Mr von Meier and his 
sole supporter, Mr Batten, can 
infer; is this, I ask you, a fair 
and free criticism?

W ere Mr B atten  to constrain 
himself m erely to the  article 
in question, we would be hav­
ing an interesting, but ex­
trem ely short, le tter. He con­
siders the  personal side of the 
question — but does he con­
sider the personal side of the 
question from the point of 
view of the architects? Does 
he realise th a t they  can barely 
afford to take  legal action? 
Mr von Meier cares enough, 
therefore, to  risk ridicule and

Published by the Auckland U niversity 
Studuents' Association, and printed 
by Takapuna Printers L td., B a rry ’ s 

Po in t Road, N.2.

reputation. He has lost both 
risks, and yet he has succeeded 
in his intentions; so may he 
sleep well a t night.

And to Mr von Meier I can 
only repeat, “one does not 
ordinarily answer such attacks” 
— and yet he does. If I were 
a debater, I would certainly 
accept his challenge; however, 
I feel sure tha t if Mr von 
Meier is sincere in his chal­
lenge, Mr D. W right would be 
only too pleased to knock his 
(Mr von Meier's) case to the 
ground. I hope to hear such a 
debate taking place, and ther 
we will see how illegitimate 
Mr von M eier’s criticism was 

—O. M. Hoffman
★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
On page 14 your last issue, 

dated July  23, there  appears a 
short article entiled “Fund- 
Raising Sinking.” I wish to 
disagree w ith your title and 
your first sentence: “Fund- 
Raising is fast disappearing 
under a w elter of disorganised 
flies, unsent letters and un­
visited graduates.” I suggest 
th a t the words “disappearing 
under” should be deleted and 
replaced w ith “rising from .” 

Yours faithfully,
P. J. Rankin,
Chairman, Fund-Raising 
Committee.
(Appointed July 3rd).

everywhere and ignore the 
actual points of conflict.

After a confused debate 
which gave the impression 
that nobody knew quite what 
they were talking about, a 
motion was passed approving 
in principle the use of the 
theatre in the New Building by 
a professional theatrica l com­
pany sponsored by the Univer­
sity. New Buildings Officer 
Gavin’s presentation of the 
motion wasn’t understood by 
Craccum either. A short, sharp 
debate allowed Miss Wily to 
expand her Societies Commit­
tee to “20 or so” members 
and then propose m otions.(not 
on the agenda) which had not 
been considered seriously by 
any of the m ultitudinous mem ­
bers. The House Com mittees’ 
Chairmen Gill Buchanan and 
Ray Offen offered to  convert 
the W omen’s Reading Room - 
stationery shop - fund raising 
office into a W omen’s Com­
mon Room a t no cost: a wel­
come move a fte r the lavish 
expenditure on renovation over 
the last few months.

/ I Brickbats and Violets’’

In 1959 Exec was tallking 
about student action to  bene­
fit the Cook Islands. Since 
then the idea has followed its 
ost stagnant course throug 
almost stagnant course through 
NZUSA, who have now recom­
mended action. Before the end 
of term  we are to have 
speakers, films and a collection 
for small aid projects. W ith 
imagination and student sup­
port this could develop into 
something im portant — in co­
operation with Volunteer Ser­
vice Abroad.

Capping Controller seems to 
be having difficulty getting 
people to work for Capping 
’64. Possible names for Revue 

■ “Son of Nuts in M ay” and 
“Cleopatricide”. Offen (MHC) 
and Laird (Business M anager) 
are two of the most effective 
portfolio holders. It is a pity 
that Engineering President 
Briggs does not speak more 
often; whenever he does he 
talks sense. WVP N aera Nau- 
mann and Bruce Tunnicliffe 
(Sports) appear quietly effi­
cient.

A good crew in the making.
— J. C.

Part 2
It is my unpleasant duty to report that the Musoc lunch-time concert of July 6 was in an even more unprepared state than the concert reviewed 1» Craccum V.

There was only one item 
which m easured up to what 
one could reasonably expect 
to hear from an average stu ­
dent. Frances Haughey, Viola 
and Josephine B urry  gave us 
a sound workman-like per­
form ance of transcription of 
Marcello’s Sonata in E minor 
for ’cello. Miss Haughey was 
the only string player who 
played reasonably well in tune 
and she produced some good 
sounds in the Third Movement. 
There was spirit of "do or 
die” concentration in he ap­
proach which tended to arouse 
a pleasant sym pathy with her 
audience. Even more refresh­
ing was the fact th a t she 
clearly enjoys her music. 
Josephine B urry’s accompani- 
m net was ra th e r apologetic 
and failed to give the musical 
support and encouragem ent 
which Miss Haughey, a sensa- 
tive and nervous soloist, badly 
needed. Actually, there  seems 
to be a particular trend even 
among professionals towards 
a negative p re tty -p re tty  style 
of accompaniment for music of 
this period. This is not only 
irritation, but stylistically in­
correct.

A student strinig quartet, 
comprising Joyce Collins and 
Jane W aters, violins, Helen 
Newman, viola, and Mary Wil­
liams 'cello played through 
Haydn’s Q uartet Op. 76 No. 2 
and Schubert’s lovely quartet 
in C minor. There is little I 
can say about the planner in 
which these works fere pre­
sented. I would, however, like 
to add to my opening rem arks.

All four players are obvious­
ly receiving good training. 
They are also musicall—Miss 
Collins in particular. I  ask in 
all sincerity, are  they being 
fair to their teachers, and 
more im portant, are they re­

Al
maining true to their own 
talents by publicly performing 
works which have been given 
no more than  a cursory ylance.
Surely nothing is more damag­
ing to the hard won confi­
dence of a muusic student 
than continually playing in “jhat it if public w ithout adequate pre- 1
paration—not even a bad *ia a n t* 
press! debating 1

rowly to
Sylv ia  Hopkins, a  light- , _

weight contralto sang W«f» le c tu re  1  
ner’s seldom heard Weses- P ro fp  
donck Lieder, during which 
time M r W arren Drake clean­
ed the piano.

ties and 
Australian

Miss Hopkins would be very 
much a t  home in the songs
of Faure or Debbussy, whose David Wrig
music would 
small voice.

well suit her
P A T R IC K  FLYNN
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LIBRARIANSHIP
OFFERS GRADUATES IN ARTS AND SC IEN CE

A  WIDE RANGE OF PROFESSIONAL CAREERS

N ew  Zealand L ib rary  School 

Wellington.

One year diploma course;

generous living allowances paid to students.

Prospectus from University Librarian, or write to the Director 
New Zealand Library School, Private Bag, Wellington
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