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Geiringer

coming

Dr E. Geiringer (above), secretary of the
New Zealand Medical Association, an organ-

isation long involved

in the much-needed

reform of our medical services, is to speak

on the

implications of the new

“Mental

Health Bill” to our already disastrous sys-
tem, on Monday, June 23, in B 28.

New Zealand has approximately 50 psy-
chiatrists at present compared with 150 re-

commended by World

Health Organisation

standards, and 260 recommended by Profes-
sor lIronside of the Department of Psycho-
logical Medicine at Otago.

This situation

is symptomatic of the

whole field with chronic shortages of psy-

chologists, nurses,

welfare

workers, and

other people in supportive roles.

Dr Geiringer’s address will

these anomalies.

Exec Changes

deal with

New members appointed,

Gill Goodison resigns

Following the recent
and rather traumatic re-
shuffling in the Exec,

nominations have been ac-
cepted for the positions of
Social Controller and Soci-
eties Rep. Also, Gillian
Goodison has announced
her intention to resign
from the office of Woman
Vice-President.

Second year Commerce stud-
ent, Craig Fargharson, suc-
ceeds Andrew Waite as Social
Controller.

He has been active on the
Social Committee for two years
and is also on the committee
of ComSoc.

He was appointed at last
week’s SRC meeting. His was
the only nomination received.

Law Student Jim Stevenson
has been accepted as the new
Societies Rep.

He was appointed from a
selection of three candidates
by SRC last week. He has
completed a BA and this year
plans to finish his LIB studies.
He has been active in the
past on Literary Society,
Theatre Company and Be-
havioural Sciences Society.

In a letter to the Executive,
dated 27th May, Woman Vice-
President  Gillian  Goodison

Miss Goodison

said she was leaving Varsity to
work and would have to resign
her office.

However, she has not yet
officially tendered her resig-
nation and may stay on until
the end of her term.

A third year Arts student,
she is the only surviving mem-
ber of AUSAPOCPAH on Exec.

She had been very active in
the co-ordinating of all student
representative  committees up
until the announcement of her
resignation.

5 cents
Free to Students

Staff- student committees

fail to gain sufficient

support while

STUDENTS TRY
TEST BOYCOTT

Petitions were circulated

ents boycott a test arranged by a senior staff member.
It is also reported that pamphlets advocating student revolt have been distributed.

This

in the English Department last week demanding that stud-

is the first time on record that Auckland students have taken direct action on

academic matters outside the newly-established departmental staff-student committees.

At the same time the closing date for nominations for English Departmental representa-

tives has been put forward three weeks because of lack of candidates.

Only three nominations have been received for

the seven positions vacant.

An English professor described the boycott as
a "bit over the edge", but stated that "no action will

be taken".

The petitions were circulated
by students, along with a test
paper on Old English. The
boycott was unsuccessful.

Commenting on the situation,
second year representative Rus-
sell Haley stated that this
direct action indicated the
students’ lack of faith in the
present ineffective system of
representation.

“l myself think that the
system is a complete fraud,”
he said. “I thought at first
that staff members were seri-
ous about it, but after one
year’s experience it seems
that the whole scheme is
simply a sop to the students.”

“It’s no wonder that the stud-
ents are disillusioned about
standing for the committee or
that they are turning to direct
action as an alternative,” he
said.

Third year representative
Terry Locke felt that the
lack of students standing was
rather a result of apathy. He

attributed the lack of re-
sponse to “the lack of
criticism” — especially self-
criticism — in New Zealand
students.

“One wonders,” he said,
“whether English students or
BA students in general have
even asked themselves what
use there is in what they’re
doing, or what relevance it
has to their life.

“One is drawn to the con-
clusion.” he continued, “that
BA is mainly a status symbol
— something to teach with
rather than to teach.”

But the second third-year re-
presentative, Michael Volker-
ling, said that he could not
agree with Mr Locke’s diag-
Nnosis.

“Apathy is obviously not
the explanation,” he said.
If students were unconcerned
about the manner in which
they were being taught, or
about things like course con-
tent, they would hardly go as
far as to arrange a lecture
boycott,” he said.

“It seems to me that Mr
Haley’s comments are more
to the point. My experience
on the staff-student commit-
tee is that students here
were almost totally ineffec-
tive.”

Mr Volkerling claimed that
the cause of this ineffectiveness
lay in the distribution of power
in the department.

“All decisions seem to be
taken by the professors,” he
said.

“Staff meetings are infre-
quent and junior staff members
are not permitted to attend.
Consequently, the suggestions
and complaints we have sub-
mitted — which as far as |
know coincide with those of
students arranging the boycott
— can never have the support
of the department members
whose student experience is
nearest our own.”

“l would say that a lot of
staff members are sympa-
thetic to what we’re saying,”
he continued, “but they have
no more power than we do
in presenting their point of
view forcefully.”

Mr Volkerling agreed that
direct action outside the sys-
tem could be a more effective
way of making the students’
views heard.

Mr Locke, however, dis-
agreed. He claimed that such
a situation “would leave the

way open for what Muldoon-
esque type thinking would label
the “lunatic fringe” — people
interested in only their own
points of view who would prob-
ably end up alienating both
staff and the majority of stud-
ents they are supposed to re-
present.

Although he considered that
the representation system —
especially at Faculty level —
was a “dead loss”, he
claimed that “the present
system of staff student dia-
logue is the only construc-
tive way of making general
student opinion heard.”
When asked to comment on

this, Mr Volkerling said that
he agreed that in the long run
some form of student represen-
tation would be the only an-
swer.

“However,” he said, “l feel
the system must be radically
changed.

“Earlier this year we asked
the English committee for re-
presentation and  speaking
rights at staff meetings. Minor
concessions were made, but the
request was basically refused.

“Yet | feel,” he continued,
“that these committees can be
effective only if we are repre-
sented at the staff meetings.”

Mr Haley agreed with this
judgement.

“At the moment we have

no direct say in policy deci-

sions,” he said. “We know
nothing of new proposals be-
fore they come into effect.

In addition, we do not have
sufficient information about
the limitations of the present
situation to be able to for-
mulate any constructive crit-

icism. ldeas we put forward
mean nothing unless we can

have factual documentation

— which would be available
at staff meetings — to sup-
port our case. Finally, our
point of view is never directly
expressed at the meeting, but
is conveyed via the profes-
sors.

“This is obviously ridicu-
lous,” he said.

Mr Volkerling suggested that
the system be reorganised to
allow student representatives
and junior staff members full
voting powers at the depart-
mental meetings instead of the
present system.

“This would allow a much
more effective say in depart-
mental matters,” he said,
“which would in turn probably
make disturbances such as this
boycott has caused completely
unnecessary.

“If something like this is not
done, the power of the pro-
fessors will simply be perpetu-
ated, and any progress in the
department will be vitiated,”
he said. “Unless some sort of
reform is effected,” he claimed,
“the same sort of trouble will
reoccur.”

Mr Haley

— Max Oettli.

FOOTNOTE
There is evidence that dis-
satisfaction with the staff-
student committees is not
confined to the English De-
partment or even to Auck-
land University. A report
from Victoria indicates that
Maths Department students
refused to stand for their
committee, and representa-
tives had to be handpicked
by staff members.
— Staff Reporter.
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Farrier's Apologia Vitae...

To call Capping a "fiasco" is surely ridiculous. Perhaps "fiasco" is
a term more suited to the last issue of Craccum, especially after reading
the inside cover page which gave a brief explanation of the conditions
under which it was published, — the term may even refer to the Engineering
Students' Society which failed to entertain the students or public with its
non-participation. However, after capping week, Mr Ron Mayes, President
of the Engineering Society has more than made up for any lack of stunts.

If we judge capping week on the number of drunken students, or on
the number of police cars seen around the university, or again, on the num-
ber of convictions against students for activities during capping week, then
certainly Capping '69 must be the most successful capping ever. Unfor-
tunately, my moral values do not reach as high as those of Mr Mayes,-
| therefore judge the success of capping on the number of students who
took part and also the enjoyment gained from such participation.

One would hardly term any of the individual events of Capping Week
a fiasco. | challenge Mr Mayes and Craccum to elaborate on their state-
ments in the last issue of Craccum — for their benefit, | feel sure that all
who took part in Capping Week were more than satisfied by the results.
| also point out that my resignation does not relate in any way whatsoever

that all stunts must be authorised, however if Craccum still believes that
there is some connection | would certainly like to hear it.

With reference to the letter written by Mr Ron Mayes, President of
the Engineering Society and also a Students' Association executive mem-
ber, | challenge him to explain further his remarks — "On May 5 the
Capping Controller gave permission for the capping van to be driven by
another executive member to a supposedly unknown destination (I would
hardly call this responsible)’, and "Finally when Capping Week is over
the work begins for the Capping Controller tying together the many loose
ends and finalising the accounts. This year the supposedly responsible
Capping Controller resigns." Does Mr Mayes mean by his first statement
that I did in fact know where the capping van was going ? If not, does
he consider that it was irresponsible of myself to loan the capping van to
an executive member ? Therein lies the reason for my resignation, that
executive members do not trust other members of the executive. With
regard to the final statement — if Mr Mayes was to show moral interest
in the Students' Association instead of just using the car-parking facilities,
he would perhaps be aware of the fact that | am aiding the Association
Accountant and Administrative Secretary in every way possible to finalise

to the fact that "unofficial capping stunts misfired".

|etre | iS«thor

RUGBY TOUR

Dear Sir, — It seems difficult to convince many students
of the social and political implications involved in sending
a Rugby team to_South Africa next year. Perhaps these
people should consider the ethics of international sport itself.

New Zealand has a reputation for producing the finest
rugby teams in the world, but here a reservation must be
madé — in the world of white contestants — for she has not
yet met the full potential strength of South Africa on the
rugby field.

The successes of coloured athletes in recent Olympic

teams, more particularly in those of America, demonstrates
the importance of full representation of a nation’s sporting
potential to its performance in international contests. Perhaps
America is not a good example of full representation in
sport but one may well speculate on how she would have
fared if she had precluded non-white participants from her
Olympic team.
_Surelﬁ the ethics of international sport demand that a
nation’s best teams have the rlﬁ_ht to expect to meet the
finest selection of contestants which an opposing nation is
able to put in the_ field. Anything less Can only bring a hollow
victory or a humiliating defeat. The full sporting potential of
any nation obviously cannot be realized unless its teams are
representative of the community as a whole.

If New Zealand agrees to send a team to South Africa
she will most probably win the tour against a team selected
from the white minority which comprises only a small pro-
portion of South Africa’s total population and therefore only
a small part of her full sporting potential. Such a victory, if
it can be so named, would be no real trial of athletic skills
between nations, surely the real meaning of international
sport, it coud bring no satisfaction in a world of international
contests and no laurels to the victors. ]

Only when New Zealand is allowed to meet and if she can
then défeat a rePresentat_lve South African team, which in-
cludes both the finest white and non-white players, can she
truly claim to be without peer in the rlégby field otherwise she
will” never know if she has the world’s finest rugby teams
or potentially only the second best.

Perhaps it would also be wise to keep in mind that if
we persist in involving ourselves in this charade which South
Africa chooses to designate as international sport, it is not
altogether out of the question that we too mav be precluded
from future Olympic games and other international contests,
particularly those involving Afro-Asian countries.

The demands of vested interests are probably almost
overwhelming, but if we look ahead and take future con-
siderations into account it might be more realistic to play
the game according to international sporting ethics.

—A F. Coutts.

BETWEEN

Well they have done it again, another
victory to a minority group,- this time the
student prohibitionists.  Student prohibition-
ists ? man that sure is a minority group, and
you mean to say that they had a political
victory ? That's just what I'm saying, except
it's more than a victory, it's a catastrophe,
they've abolished 10 o'clock closing ! Oh,
come on, you're joking, you're having me on

. you're not? No sir, they've abolished
10 o'clock closing just as sure as my home
brew is 21 per cent proof, and for the other
79 per cent of the proof, you just go to the
university library, and come 10 o'clock,
nothing happens, it just stays open. Well,
| never, things are certainly changing around
here, 10 o'clock closing used to be part of
our heritage, in fact for as long as | can
remember it was so regular you could set
your watch by it. That's right sir, our past
memories are fading rapidly, why it's only
been about three weeks since 10 o'clock clos-
ing was abolished and already nearly every-

Craccum well knows  the accounts.

THEFT

Dear Sir, — I'm just a normal, law-abiding student,
hence it comes as rather a shock to find how absolutely
LOUSY some students are.

In_all good faith | left my bag on Tuesday outside the
Arts library. To my horror two text-books were stolen out
of my baa/.

One of them, Hirschfield, ‘The Constitution and the
Court,” is unobtainable from the bookshops, and with some
Iuckk it may be obtained from abroad after a wait of 10
weeks. /.

If this sort of thing continues, it will be just too expensive
to stay at University.
~ | recommend my books be returned to me (m?{ address
is_written in them)” and bags be allowed in the library to
eliminate such things happening again.

—Jenny Maud.

BERLIN HITCHHIKING

_ Dear Sir, — When | first arrived in Berlin, | was rather
intrigued by the number of cars around the city sporting a
white sticker with a big round red spot on it on their wind-
screens. On enqmrfy, I was told that this was one of the more
Fractl_cal forms of solidarity that Berlin students and other
eft-wing citizens had developed. Any car with a red spot on
the windscreen can be stopped and asked for a lift. Thus
students and others who are wealthy or lucky enough to
own some sort of car pledge themselves to~ share “their
possession with the less fortunate. The scheme was devised as
a way of rapid dispersal after demonstrations, but has be-
come” a general lift-service around the city for p_rO([;resswe
people. All it costs the owners is the few moments it takes to
pick someone up and drop them again. No-one is obliged to
go out of their way. It is also a way of meeting other students
and citizens of similar conviction, and makes hitch-hiking
in the city possible for_ the first time. .

Maybé something similar could be developed in Auckland.
The Students’ Association or some left wing group could
have stickers printed and distribute them to students, lec-
turers and sympathetic members of the public. This could
save many students a great deal of money at no extra cost
to the car-owners. And it could make a genuine contribution
to student solidarity. .

— George de Bres, Berlin.

(Further letters on page 11)

ISSUES

BY
THE HOBBIT

one has forgotten how at 10 o'clock the bell
would ring and the security officer would say
to the few myopic students remaining, "Time
gentlemen, your glasses please." But be-
sides destroying our heritage it's destroying
our moral character, of course you expect a
bit of going on between students,- but in a
library, well that's just a bit much. You mean
you have evidence of immorality going on in
our own library between the hours of 10
and 11? | certainly do, why you just take
the elevator to the fifth floor, and the legal
library is full of courting couples. No ! Yes,
sir, and all because of prohibitionists. | tell
you prohibitionists should be prohibited

— John M. Farrier.
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Representation Issue

New Senate Rep
Predicts Change

The majority of Senate members have come to see the value of
student representation since it began last August, said newly-appointed
student rep on Senate Tom Prebble last week.

"I'm pretty sure that when student representation comes up for
review by Senate in August they will at least renew the membership

of the two present members if not appoint more,

“l think at this stage it is
not altogether a bad thing that
we only have two reps as it has
given Senate a little time to
get used to us. They have not
felt it necessary to veto every-
thing we say.”

Prebble replaces George de
Bres who resigned earlier this
year to go overseas. Pointing
out that he had so far attended
only one Senate meeting he
said he felt having students on
Senate as full members had
had a very great effect.
“Firstly we have been able to

FACTS ABOUT
AMERICA
Reference Reading
Room

UNITED STATES
INFORMATION

SERVICE

6th Floor,
A.M.P. Building

acquaint senior members of the
university with students views
on matters which they werent
aware of before. Most of what
the student reps have said has
met with approval. In fact the
professors are glad to have the
student viewpoint.

Secondly, they have been
able to dig their toes in on
points of disagreement with
the Senate and on at least
one major issue have brought
the whole of Senate over to
their viewpoint. And thirdly,
in cases such as exclusion of
students from university they
have been able to plead their
cases.

“1 think that generally there
has been a great increase in
student interest in university
affairs since the completion of
the new student union build-
ing. For our part we are
anxious to cement the contact
between us and the depart-
mental committees. Liaison be-
tween us and the student body
must take place before we
actually take an issue to Senate
because of the confidential
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he said.

nature of Senate business.”

Commenting on future of
student participation, Prebble
said that in a university
growing as fast as ours, all
faculties are struggling to
maintain their parity and it
is essential that students at
least maintain parity. “We
must push all issues of vital
concern to students.”

Mr Prebble was appointed
last week at the monthly SRC
meeting. He was opposed by
only one other nominee —
the Engineering Representa-
tive Ron Mayes.

He is the brother of former
AUSA president John Prebble.
Mr Prebble is a part-time
student and has graduated BA.
He is completing his MA at

De Bres. “resigned".

Auckland this year.

He is a primary school tea-
cher and has in the past been
associated with the National
Union of Teachers and the
Volunteer Service Abroad
scheme.

Mr Prebble is 22.

NEW PUBLICATION

Education Booklet

Essential

Recent statements by the
Minister of Finance Mr
Muldoon have indicated his
belief in "opening up de-
bate" on the future of ter-
tiary education in New
Zealand.

Auckland University Stu-
dents' Association have re-
cently published a booklet
which represents the con-
tribution of New Zealand
students to this debate.

It has been edited by Pub-
lications Officer Michael Vol-
kerling, and is retailing for
50 cents per copy.

It collects together for the
first time the major public
statements which have been
made to date on the future
development of tertiary educa-
tion in New Zealand. All of
these with the exception of a
speech by Mr Muldoon, were
originally delivered at a semi-
nar organised by AUSA for the
Constituent Education Officers
of NZUSA.

Commenting on the reasons
for publication, Michael Vol-
kerling said that the idea had
originated in a growing aware-
ness of the sharp division which
existed at government and de-
partmental level on the ideal
direction of future educational
development.

“The booklet was published
to draw attention to this con-
troversy”, he said. “In recent
months the government have
attempted to abnegate respon-
sibility for this development by
placing the decision in the
hands of an inadequately in-
formed public.”

“It is hoped,” he continued,
“that this booklet will help
make clear the real alternatives
that face the community, and

Reading

Mr Volkerling.

the probable consequences of
the present government’s
attitude.

“l consider it compulsory
reading for any student who
is at all concerned about the
quality of his education now
and in the future.”

Rudman
To A.U.

AUSA president Bill Rud-
man was elected to the
University Council as stu-
dent representative at last
week's meeting of the SRC.
He was the only person
nominated.

He replaces John Strevens
who has been student repre-
sentative since. 1962. Mr Stre-

vens is a past president of.

AUSA

Mr Rudman is also a mem-
ber of the Senate and was in-
strumental in setting up the
present system of student rep-
resentation late last year.

Suggestions Wanted

For Union Extensions

The University and Student administra-
tion is at present involved in discussing the
long-term development of the Student Union

buildings.

There is scope for development of a com-
prehensive student centre on the present site
including such things as a theatre, squash
courts, gymnasium, and possibly an under-

graduate library.

The Students' Association Executive would
be interested in hearing any suggestions from
students for the future development of the

union.

In particular, suggestions concerning

the type of facilities provided overseas which
would be relevant to Auckland conditions are

needed.

If you have any ideas or any complaints
about the present facilities, Bill Rudman and
Mike Law would be pleased to hear of them.

ARTS GRADUATES FACE
EMPLOYMENT DIFFICULTY

Arts graduates with non-vocational degrees will
face increasing difficulty getting suitable work, in the
light of a recent State Services Commission directive.

The directive, which is understood to be circu-

lating on a confidential

basis, will exclude most

masters and honours arts degree graduates from the
higher starting salaries they at present enjoy in the

public service.

This will result in the highly-
qualified entrant with a degree
which does not include subjects
of direct relevance to the con-
templated job, being paid the
salary for a bachelors degree,

Entrants to the public service
coming in with a B.A. usually
start around the top of the
basic grade — Class 6 in the
pay structure — a salary of
$2,415 per annum.

Masters degrees have until
now attracted up to $1000 more.

Only where a higher degree
includes some subjects
directly relevant to the posi-
tion, such as a language for
the translation section of

Internal Affairs Department,

or geography for town plan-

ning work, will the higher
rate be offered in future.

Several public servants are
understood to have resigned in
part because of the new atti-
tude towards degrees, and there
is some doubt as to the posi-
tion of those at present in the
public service on the higher
salaries.

Anxiety has been expressed
about their prospects for salary
rises, and some believe that
they may be held back for
several years until their sala-
ries have come into line with
the new measures.

The Secretary of the Public
Service Association, Mr D. P.
Long, said that the P.S.A.
would be discussing the matter
with the State Services Com-

Elated
Councill

This August the council will
reconsider the Students’
Association request for two
additional student representa-
tives on Council.

This request, which was one
originally made in the Wood/
Rudman/Northey report, was
deferred for one year.

Rudman, by all accounts is
the first enrolled student to
serve on Council.

His appointment marks an-
other step in the progress
which is being made in secur-
ing greater student participa-
tion in the administration of the
university.

mission at their next regular
meeting, to be held early in
June.

He saw the new directive as
stemming from a lack of
appreciation within the com-
mission of the benefits of edu-
cation in itself.

“They seem to think that
you go to university to get a
sort of trade ticket, and the
only usefnl things are geo-

graphy and physics,” said
Mr Long.

The action by the Commis-
sion may only be part of
overall changes which will
eventually downgrade the im-
portance of arts faculties in
the universities.

“The Public Service has
been the clear leader in the
recognition of the value of arts
degrees”, said Mr A T. Mit-
chell, Secretary of the Victoria
University Appointments
Board.

Tightening employment, and
the increasing proportion of
school-leavers going to univer-
sity, have led other employers
to question the value of “non-
vocational” type arts degrees,

“We've already seen a
changed attitude among stu-
dents — with them pulling in
a unit of economics or maths
to finish off a degree”, said
Mr Mitchell.

The numbers of students
entering teachers’ training
colleges in recent years has
increased, indicating to some
degree that other avenues
are closing.

Teaching can only absorb a
certain number of arts gradu-
ates.

If the attitude of total justifi-
cation for a university degree
prevails, such subjects as poli-
tical science and philosophy
may well be in jeopardy: fewer
students may take them to
honours and masters level.

The percentage of school-
leavers attending university
has risen sharply in recent
years. Certain sectors of the
business and commerce fields
who traditionally recruited
the upper levels of school-
leavers are now finding that
they have to take graduates
— or be content with people
of much lower aptitude in
general.

Many of the group they for-
merly culled their cadets from
are now at the universities.

- NZSPA.
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Foreign Policy

Sinclair Argues For
Independent Policy

Idealists will be horrified by the idea that New Zealand's foreign policy
should be determined on the basis of what is in the national interest, claims
Professor Keith Sinclair, the Labour Party candidate for Eden.

Although he said he wanted "more nationalism in our foreign policy"”, he
did concede that our national interests should fit in with the long-term interests

of the world as a whole.

Professor Sinclair began his
address by pointing out that
we are now in the fifth year
of a major debate on New
Zealand’s foreign policy. The
nature of the debate, and the
number of participants involved
in the debate are unprece-
dented in New Zealand’s his-
tory.

He observed that when the
Vietnam issue first came into
the spotlight very few politic-
ians had ever debated foreign
policy. Even the Prime Mini-
ster’s statements on external
affairs have changed markedly,
and are now more responsible
and statesmanlike.

Professor Sinclair urged that
public debate and protest are
very necessary on the matter
of foreign policy. Too often, he
cla!med, politicians and mini-
sters have turned a blind eye
to such issues, and need to be
reminded of their responsibili-
ties.

Further to this. Professor Sin-
clair pointed out that very often
snort is foreign policy. Citing
the 1936 Olympics, the recent
European Ice-Hockey Cham-
pionships, he added “whether
we like it or not, our actions
suggest to the rest of the world
which side we are on.”

To the rest of the world
(and, in particular, the mass
media which inform th<*m)
“racial eouality is mare im-
portant than rugby.” Be-
cause New Zealand is not
well-known overseas, the All
Blacks ARE the representa-
tives of New Zealand.

In arguing for a new foreign
policy, Professor Sinclair noted
that there are very real limits
to our degree of independence.
The first is that we cannot af-
ford adequate representation
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everywhere. The second is
that because of our lack of re-
sources we must rely on the
United States or Great Britain
as sources of information.

But our foreign policy must
firstly be determined by what
is in our national interests, and
secondly, even if we cannot
be completely independent, we
should use what independence
we do have to the full.

Professor  Sinclair  sug-
gested that Canada, which is
fully integrated into the
American defence network,
whether it likes it or not, has
been far more independent
than New Zealand. The Can-
adians took an independent
line on Suez, on Vietnam,
and recently on NATO.

Professor Sinclair then took
issue with a claim made by the
Prime Minister last February
that the government was “lead-
ing” the country in foreign
policy. Rather the govern-
ment was being “pushed”, he
said.

Vietnam was never an “in-
dependent” foreign policy de-
cision, and it was not in the
country’s interests. The Op-
position, said Professor Sin-
clair, should continue to point
out its original criticism of
involvement in Vietnam, and
continue to stand against
such involvement.

Professor Sinclair disagreed
equally with the Prime Mini-
ster’s recent claim for a “vig-
orous SEATO”.

First he pointed out that
SEATO has almost no con-
nection with the Vietnam war.

Second, “SEATO, if it is not
already history, it is becoming
history rather than politics.”

The Vietnam issue has de-
monstated, Professor Sin-
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clair claims, the necessity
for the Government and the
people to continually reassess
New Zealand’s stance in
foreign policy.

This critical attitude could
well be applied to our present
and future relations with South-
east Asia, and Malaysia in
particular.  Professor Sinclair
asserted that in some ways
the problem of Singapore has
been a key to New Zealand’s
foreign policy since World
War 1

We must remind ourselves
that Singapore is not going
to save us from any attack
by hostile forces, he said.
We most also remember that
we are NOT part of Asia,
but part of Australasia, a dis-
tinct “nation” living in the
Pacific.

However, we must also re-
member that Australia shares
a common border with Indo-
nesia, which brings it c'ose to
As'a. Therefore, Professor
Sinclair suggested, it is in our
interests to be interested in
that part of the world, but he
seriously questioned the pre-
sence of troops as the best con-
tribution we could make to
furthering our interests in the
re{’on.

Malaysian  politicians  feel
that our troops are reau'red
there, because our presence
will be guaranteed by a “big
brother” behind us, he said.
But he fee's that our troops
might well be Committed to

Professor Sinclair

taking sides in racial confron-
tations because of the political
instability of the region.

Professor Sinclair challenged
the “forward defence” pol;cy
assumot'ons. He said we m'jst
ask who we are fighting, and
remember that we can ony
fight people, not ideologies. He
continued by saying that some
Government statements seem
to imply that Government
members think we are fighting
the Chinese.

But  Professor  Sinclair
contended that if China
should become involved in
South-east Asia, for which
there is ho evidence at pre-
sent, then it will primarily
be a threat to the great
powers of the world, and
New Zealand will be of little
consequence.

Thus foreign policy decisions
should avoid placing troops in
provocative positions, which is
the American lesson in Viet-
nam, and future treaty obliga-
tions should be carefully de-
fined and understood.

— Chris Smithyman.

Sportsmen Recelve

Awards at Dinner

The Annual "Blues" dinner was held last Friday
at the Student Union and was attended by many well-

known Uni sportsmen and sportswomen.

This event

which has become the Sports Event of the Year is
sponsored by W. D. and H. O. Wills, and we thank
the sponsors for their generous support — as well as
subsidising the dinner, they present the Sportman
and Sportswoman trophies, two handsome awards in-
deed, to the outstanding Uni performers of the year.

This year the award went to
a small-bore shooter, T. B.
Mulvey, while the women’s
award went to Janise Payne, a
skier.

Mulvey, a Science student,
is one of New Zealand’s fore-
most small-bore men and has
held the N.Z.U. title for three
years as well as holding the
New Zealand record for a tour-
ing side. He is a stalwart of
the A.U. Small-bore Club and
has been the backbone of its

existence for a number of
years.
Janise, now studying at

Otago, won the N.Z.U. down-
hill championship at Winter
Tournament with a heroic dis-
play of courage, as she was
suffering from a badly injured
leg at the time. As well as
winning the downhill, she also
won the Giant Slalom, which
makes her the fastest skier in
the Uni’s. Janise is among
the first half dozen women
skiers in the North Island, and
while at Dunedin should offer

the leading South Islanders
good competition.

As well as the presentations,
the following were given
“Blues”: —

Men’s Rowing: R. S. Fair-
clough, D. C. MacKay and P.
J. Scriven.

Women’s Rowing: Miss E.
Cato.

Athletics: R. Clarke, A. Jor-
dan and J. Le Grice.

Swimming: Miss B. Griffiths

and P. Ayson.

Water Polo: H. Pollock.

Tennis: J. G. Ross, D. H.
Turner, |. Baudinett.

Skiing: W. J. Farrel and Miss
J. Payne.

Fencing: J. Gaudin, R. Gay-
fer and Miss J. Northover.

Badminton: J. Rowe and P.
Gorringe.

Men’s Hockey: K. Gorringe,
B. Rogers, B. Dayman, B. Mel-
lor.

Table Tennis: T. Quinn.

Small-bore: T. B. Mulvey.

Rugby League: B. Donnelly
and G. Smith.

Holyoake Plagiarizes

In a lunch hour address on 4th June, Professor
Keith Sinclair, Labour candidate for Eden, said that
while he was at Cambridge University he was in-
terested to read the speech made by the Prime
Minister when he was made a Freeman of the City

of London.

At first he found himself agreeing with much that
Mr Holyoake had said. Then he thought, ‘Of course |

agree with it— wrote it’

Altogether passages from four parts of Professor
Sinclair’s Pelican History of New Zealand are quoted
with minor verbal changes, in the Prime Minister’s

short speech.

Professor Sinclair made no complaint about this

plagiarism.

U poets are the world’s unacknowledged legisla-
tors, historians are the unacknowledged scriptwriters.

Mr Holyoake’s speech:

To be British has meant to claim a share in your

qualities of sportsmanship,

modesty, discipline and

courage, as well as a sense of humour, and it has en-
abled New Zealanders to identify themselves with Bri-
tish tradition. For New Zealanders, tradition begins
not with Captain Cook or Governor Hobson, but with
King Alfred. By thinking of themselves as a British
people, many New Zealanders have provided them-
selves with an answer to the question: “What am 1?”
It is a ready-made answer, and it gives great com-

fort.

Pelican History of New Zealand, Page 298

Above all, to be British has meant to claim a share
of the traditional British qualities of sportsmanship,
fair play, modesty, discipline, courage. And it has en-
abled New Zealanders to identify themselves with Bri-
tish greatness. If the emphasis on the ‘British’ charac-
teristics of the early settlements has been out of
focus, it remains true that, for European New Zea-
landers, tradition begins not with Governor Hobson but
with King Alfred. By thinking of themselves as a
British people, many New Zealanders have provided
themselves with an answer to the question which has
perplexed the American: What am 1? It is a ready-
made answer, but for those for whom it is an article
of faith, it gives great comfort.

Everts Claims Overseas

Aid

IS Main Priority

A target of 1% GNP as aid to developing nations
was "a very good target to start with," said a visiting
Dutch diplomat, Mr Everts. Aid for development, he

continued, should be a structural

priority in the

economies of the developed nations, and not just a
tail-end to other programmes.

Mr Everts, who was Chair-
man of the Finance Section of
the second United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Develop-
ment, held in New Delhi, said
that development has been the
major problem in international
relations of the last fifteen
years. The lack of widespread
success in development pro-
grammes is a consequence of
the failure of previous easy
assumptions about aid and
economic growth.

Perhaps the major false as-
sumption has been that finan-
cial and technical assistance to
underdeveloped nations would
automatically lead to develop-
ment, and to an economic
“take-off” point into independ-
ent, sustained economic
growth.

Trade barriers, which
underdeveloped countries
thought would be adjusted in
their favour, and market
problems meant that the
terms of trade continued to
work against the developing
nations. Fluctuations in trade
continued to have adverse
repercussions on weak econ-
omies. Generally, in spite of
assistance, living standards
of developing nations failed to
increase in real terms.

Mr Everts conceded that
there had been some “success
stories” as far as international
aid was concerned. He cited
Taiwan, South Korea, and Is-
rael. But the failure to “take-
off” was far more typical,

though for a variety of reasons.

He noted that much aid, in-
cluding humanitarian aid, was
squandered. But  changes
within society produced severe
tensions, especially the con-
sequences of social reconstruc-
tion, population expansion, and
increased urbanisation.

Expectations that the new

nations would play a bigger
role in the world failed.
Instead the chronic instability
that has tended to follow on
independence has reinforced
a loss of faith in their own
futures.

Major nations, which had
been expected to interest
themselves in the problems
of underdeveloped nations,
were concerned above dll
with their own problems and
with the problems between
the major developed nations.

It is in this context, M
Everts argued, that UNCTAD
I and Il must be seen. The
first conference, held in Gen
eva in 1964, Mr Everts odes-
cribed as “confrontation”, be-
cause the underdeveloped re
tions had demanded the G
ference, and had demanded s>
lutions for their problems.

But the organisation o
UNCTAD itself concluded that
confrontation had been the
wrong tactic, Mr Everts as-
serted. So the second confer-
ence in New Delhi attempted
to obtain concensus measures.

From the record of these
two attempts at international
cooperation, Mr Everts con
cludes that progress in te
aid and development field
can only be obtained by a
small permanent conference,
in which gradual progress
will be possible. Formal con
ferences tend to an excess of
protocol over substance.
Further to this, Mr Everts
foresees that future targets
“must be as realistic and de
tailed as possible”. Targets
must also cover all sectors -
social, cultural, and economic.
But above all, the process of
development requires a “world-
wide framework of coopera-
tion”, especially in the mat-
ter of planning between the
donors and recipients of aid.



INTERVIEW

Recent reports in the daily papers have given rise to the rumour
that Waikato University is to abandon its unique degree system in
favour of the traditional New Zealand system. The rumour is false.

In a recent

interview with Craccum,

the Vice-Chancellor of

Waikato University, Dr R Llewellyn emphatically denied the rumour.
A report he was preparing for release to the press stated that "the
university is modifying and not abandoning its present system". He
assured us that the system of Schools of Study will continue although
there are some important changes within the system which will come

into effect next year.

W aitkato will

At a toiincil meefing on May 14, tvie follow
ing proposals were passed:-

1) Students will still enrol in a School of
Study (e.g. Humanities) but will be per-
mitted to take up to two fifths of their
programme from courses offered in
another school. This will allow them to
major in a subject outside their school.
Commenting on this, the Vice-Chancellor

said that previously students had had to

choose from the specially co-ordinated courses
within their school but many students wished
to follow unco-ordinated courses. The new
scheme would allow this to a certain extent.

2) Previously the Bachelors Degree had

been divided into three parts in each of
which several papers were sat. In future

each paper and related course of study
will qualify as a distinct unit and the dé-
gree will comprise 22 of such courses at
graded levels.

As a result of 2) a student will be granted
a pass in each course instead of, as pre-
viously, a whole year’s work at Part I,
Il or Ill. Furthermore a student may sit
a minimum of 2 courses per year instead
of a full year’s programme.

Dr Llewellyn said that these two proposals
were intended to make part-time study
available at the university, although full-
time students would still be preferred. They

3
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Dr Llewellyn

Not Abandon Present S

would also make it easier for students to
transfer to another university as the stage
of study could be more easily reckoned in
conventional units.

4) Examinations will now be held on a 3/3/3
basis instead of the previous 2/3/4 sys-
tem. That is, they will be held at the end
of each year, instead of after the stu-
dent’s second, fifth and ninth terms.

In some ways, Dr Llewellyn said, he re-
gretted the change to the 3/3/3 system be-
cause under the present system there was a
much greater incentive to study over the long
vacation as this fell in the middle of a course
of study. However, students will find it easier
to participate in tournaments and other nat-
ional student events without examination
clashes, he said. (At present most students
have major exams immediately after winter
tournament).

Dr Llewellyn was emphatic that these
changes in no way indicated a lack of faith
in the Waikato system. “They came about
as part of a regular review of the system,”
he said, “and were intended to strengthen
it, not undermine it.”

The fundamental tenets of the system will
still prevail: students will enrol in a School
of study and pursue the compulsory general
course within it in addition to a large propor-
tion of the co-ordinated courses it offers. Fur-
ther examinations (Specials) will continue to
enable students to convert a “fail” into a
“pass,” and class work will count as one-
third of total marks in each course.

Waikato students have as yet heard very
little about the changes but when approached

had differing opinions of the benefits they
would obtain.

Most agreed that the change from “pass
as a whole” to individual units could ease
the work load and that failure would no

Auck. Star.

ystem

longer mean the loss of a whole year’s
work.

Michael Tatchell, a B.Phil. student said that
it would be much better to have exams at
the end of the year but Caroline Casey, a 3rd-
year B.A. student, preferred the old system
because she liked to finish the year without
exams looming overhead.

Most students we spoke to regarded the
standard of the Bachelors Degree as quite
high but the general opinion was not so confi-
dent about the higher degrees. Caroline
Casey said that members of staff had advised
her not to do her MA. at Waikato.

The changes at Waikato should make it
more popular with Auckland students which
might possibly be an advantage when Auck-
land reaches its 10,000 ceiling. Coupled with
the Schools of Science and Maori Studies
which are underway, they may draw off a
sizeable number of Auckland students.

Dr Llewellyn is hopeful that this will happen.
Even at present, he said, 15 per cent of their
students come from Auckland, and he would
like to see this increase.

“The time is not yet ripe for a second
university at Auckland,” he said. “We
should wait until the student population
reaches 50,000 before we establish another
university and then it should be a campus
university.”

He stressed, however, that “the land should
be purchased now and it should be planned
in a big way.”

In the meantime he thinks selective
entrance is the only answer for Auckland. All
students living in Auckland would be eligible
for entrance but non-Auckland students should
be accepted only until the ceiling is reached.
The remainder should be told to go elsewhere.

— Christine Moir.
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What's Wrong With New
Newspapers?

by S. W.

Bradley

The medium is a mess. The press is the most important of New Zealand's mass-
media channels of communication; the press is also the most reactionary of New Zea-

land's socio-economic structures.

MONOPOLY

The New Zealand press is organised on a monopoly basis.

None of the four main

centres have directly competing newspapers: each one has one morning and one even-

ing paper.

Throughout Auckland province, which contains almost one-half of the

country's population, there circulates only one morning daily — THE NEW ZEALAND
HERALD. The six provincial dailies of Auckland, such as the WAIKATO TIMES (N.Z's
best daily by far) and the NORTHERN ADVOCATE are evening newspapers.

H. N. Blundell, ﬁresident of the Newspaper_ Proprietors’
Association I(->NPA) as pointed a quavering finger at the
Thom})son, I.P.C., and Beaverbrook empires in Britain (Star,
22/10/68), but at least these groups, with all their ills, offer
a genuinely competitive product on the same newsstand at
the same time. The United Kingdom has also had two
Royal Commissions of enquiry into the press which have
resulted in the creation of a self-disciplinary Press Council.
The UK. press is characterised by metropolitan daily news-
papers whose editorial policies vary across a fair span of the
political spectrum; this is not true of New Zealand.

_The press maonopoly in New Zealand extends from the
dailies to the periodicals:

Wilson and Horton Limited publish —

The N.Z. Herald 218,000
N.Z. Weekly News 88,000
N.Z. Family Doctor 12,300
Thursday =~ e n.a.

N.Z. Newspapers Limited publish —

The Auckland Star  .......... 135,000
Christchurch. Star  ........... 65,000
Christchurch StarSports ... 37.500
8 Oclock oo 98,000
Eve Magazine 24,000
N.Z. Woman’s Weekly 200,000
N.Z. Home Journal 54,000
N.Z. Farmer . 25,000

This _cosy situation has been preserved (until the next
Labour Government ?) by the News Media Ownership Act of
1965,  Allied against the passage of this bill were an un-
usual combination of interests: Federated Farmers, F.O.L.,
the Law Society, over 40 provincial and suburban news-
papers, the Labour Party. For the bill were: the eight
metropolitan papers, the National Party cabinet, full stop.

"Well of course, people don't actu-
ally READ newspapers. They get into them
every morning like a hot bath."

— Marshal McLuhan.

Sir Leslie Munro, ex-Herald editor, declared the bill would
* . . . give a monopoly to the metropolitan newspapers
of this country.” He crossed the floor of the House and
voted with the Opposition.

While N.Z. Newspapers Limited were publicly and pri-
vately predicting what would befall the “independent” and
“competitive” news access situation in New Zealand if the
bill wasnt passed, they were completing their long mopping-
up operation of all the independent Auckland suburban
weeklies. So much for independence and competition in
the New Zealand press. As for keeping the press pure and
free from the taint of alien ownership, whatever did happen
to those embarrassing shares (just under 30 per cent) held
in the Wellington Publishing Company Limited (The Dominion,
Sunday Times, etc.) by successtul News of the World take-
over bidder, Australian Rupert Murdoch ? o

In_point of evolution, monopoly newspaper ownership in
New Zealand is much closer in form and spirit to the “entre-
preneural corporation” of the late 1" century than the
‘mature corporation” of the late 20th such as” I.P.C. As
such, its syndrome of capitalist values is incongruous to the
latently dominant groups in our_community: the Education-
Communication-Research-Recreation Compleéx.

Next step : Newspaper ownership of private television
stations ?

ADVERTISING

The New Zealand Press subordinates almost everything
to the prerogatives of advertising. The community’s in-
formation _int_ercharégDe depends on a small group of central
business district (CBD) department and food Store proprietors
or managers — and an even smaller group of international
cosmetic, drink and tobacco corporations. A 1963 analysis
showed that on the average The Auckland Star consisted of
about 60 per cent advertisements. This can be compared
with popular dailies in the United Kingdom: Mirror 33 per cent,
Express 46 per cent, and Mail 51 per cent.

The size of your paper varies throughout the week and
year, not in relation to the amount of news requiring cover-
age, but in relation to the amount of advertising available.

The big food adverts come on Tuesday and Wednesday and
are accompanied by “news” related to this aspect of life.
Before Christmas any pretence that the company is produc-
ing a newspaper is dropped entirely in favour of the daily
advertiser format. Notice how slim the Friday papers are
— the classified inserters have waited for the Saturday
edition, and the big consumer ads are over until the middle
of next week.

Business cycles influence the kind of news that you are
able to read. ~In a recession (or a period of government-
induced deflation) firms cut back on their advertising; this
necessitates a reduction in the amount of news that can
be profitablﬁ carried. Expensive overseas features are the
first to go because, unlike recipes, they are not related to
any field of advertising.

Close attention is paid to, on the one hand, avoiding a
clash between the advertiser’s direct or indirect interest —
such as having a report on lung cancer nestling up to a
cigarette ad. (This requires care because the page lay-out
for the ads is done separately from, and often before that
for the news.) On the other hand, the current or potentially
big advertisers get plenty of extra crypto-news coverage:
Farmers’ Trading Company always get Inordinate coverage
of their Christmas parade; Air New Zealand management
get lots of free coverage of their statement of the recent
pay dispute. (Star, 14/5/69).

Back in a simpler dgqlden age advertisers would try to
get “puff pars” inserted in the paper as if they were news
and there was an entire journalistic sub-system to administer
this twilight zone of the news-advert. Today we have the
supplement. This is an occasional (and frequent) separate
part or section of the paper consisting of adverts for an
industry, product, location — the spaces between the ad-
verts being filled with sub-edited news handouts issued by
these same sources. Ads and news both sell the same image
— one favourable to the industry, product, or location.

Dont assume that the newspapers are in a totally de-
pendent relationship to the advertisers. As big-city news-
paper strikes overseas have shown, the CBD merchants
can’t survive without the metropolitan dailies. In New Zea-
land, however, the NPA seeks a more positive control over
advertising — it “accredits” those agencies from which it
will take ads; “accreditation” is only given to those agencies
that generate a sufficient volume of new business for the
print news medium. This pressure will continue only until
the metropolitan papers have sufficient investment in private
television stations.

The plain fact is (assuming hypothetically that present
newspaper production is at optimum efficiency) that the
price to the consumer is far too low. As Professor Schiller
Pointed out when he was here in May, you've got to look
or who is paying the bill. The greater the proportion of
the cost of the newspaper that is payed by the customer,
the greater will be his influence.

Advertising is not in itself bad. Consumers (citizens)
buy a paper or magazine, in part, to read the ads. But
when community information needs are continuously sub-
ordinated to uncontrolled private economic exingencies, then
in the long-run the community’s total interests must suffer.

NEWS CHANNEL

The New Zealand press fails as a medium of vital com-
munity information. On March 12, 1969, F.O.L. President
Tom Skinner said that “ a settlement of the recent
freezing workers dispute was held up for a week by inaccurate

Democratic newspaper control
against:

"authoritarian control of what can be said;
paternal control of what ought to be said;
commercial control of what can profitably

be said."

is firmly

— Raymond Williams.

newspaper reports.” Client groups had read newspaper re-
ports of what their representatives were purported to have
agreed to; the resulting accusations, misunderstandings, and

confusion clearly pointed up the absolutely vital communica-
tion role of the newspapers — a role in which, in this instance,
their failure was enormously expensive for the entire com-

munity.

T%/e revolution that is well under way in the press of
other advanced Commonwealth nations has not even begun
here. In Britain, for example, sales of the *“heavy” morn-
ing papers have risen strlklngIP/ over the last five years.
The Times, the heaviest of all, has increased circulation
by 57 per cent to 400000; the Telegraph, Guardian, and
Financial Times are all also well up. Circulations of all but
one of the “popular” mornings are down: Sun 22 per cent
(since 1965), Mail 13‘per cent, Express 10 per cent, Sketch
1 per cent. The circulation of the left-of-centre Mirror (IPC)
has increased by 2 per cent due to more serious analysis of
the news. (Mirror circulation is well over five million.)

Recent comments by H. N. Blundell indicate that he
blames increased trivialisation of the news in New Zealand
on a change in public demand and taste (the old “We give the

"Everything has to be captured in the
headline; from there it goes down the pyra-
mid to the incidentals. In fact, there is often
more in the headline than in the article;
occasionally, no article at all accompanies
the banner headline."

— Edmund Carpenter.

public what it wants” trick). If his excuses are valid —
and | doubt it — the New Zealand press and its customers
are at least one complete revolution behind in what they
expect in the way of information interchange and dissemina-
tion.

Part of the problem arises from the generally low quality
of reporters and reporting. (There are some high quality
examples of both.) The New Zealand journalist is under-
trained and underpaid. Do any of New Zealand’s major
universities have a degree course in journalism ? Can a
majority of reporters take shorthand ? When American
journalist interests are recommending that even the local-
government reporter have an M.A. in political science, where
oes that leave the New Zealand press ? The Star, for
example, has only two reporters with even Bachelor’s de-
grees. Reporters alleviate their financial difficulties by
several means — none conducive to quality journalism. The
may quit the industry. They may become full-time (overt
or part-time (covert) PR men at much higher rates of pay.
Those who actuaIIK still want to work as professional journal-
ists supplement their income by spending some proportion
of company time working on their “rats” — (usually) un-
solicited paid articles for other papers, magazines, of news
services.

As Pierre Berton has pointed out, the scoop is obsolete;
television can out-scoop even the keenest reporter. The role
of the newspaper (reporter) will have to change drastically
in order to provide the community with a much more de-
pendable, cohesive, and fundamental analysis of the dynamics
of “what in the world is going on”.



— Max Oettli.

IONSERVATIVE BIAS

The New Zealand press is, almost without exception, a
onservative medium of information. While the news and
fa adverts both scream that the world is changing, that
E:’terday’s dproduct or image is no longer adequate, the

Zealand press acts as if everything is very much as
ialways has been and that, therefore, new social adjust-
ats (i.e. political policies) are not necessary. It does
lis in part, by concentrating on the spokesmen of the main
onservative structures of society such as the bureaucracy,
iterest groups, institutions, National Party cabinet, Maori
laudl, etc. Domestic headlines have a monotonous same-
ess about them: “NZ WIDGETS BEST MINISTER (PRESI-
IENT, MULDOON, CHAIRMAN, NGATA, BISHOP) SAYS”,
es Cleveland has not too light-heartedly pointed out that
‘(e)xcept for Truth, the New Zealand press could be con-
sidred almost as_a bureaucratic organ of the State.” (For-
ttmzezl%ggé New Zealand, in 1969, Truth has a circulation of
i 226,000.

A natural corollary of this conservative bias is that
nititors of real change must often take some form of
bizare action in order to get coverage of their message;
treeditors then sanctimoniously condemn them for breaking
telaw, or public moral codes, or just for daring to question
tre status quo. However, we have been assured by no
ks a person than Mr M. A Pattison, chairman and manag-
ng-director of Wilson and Horton, that although “(t)he policy
four newspapers here might be ultra-conservative politically,

. . they dgive space to the views of radicals, liberals,
Baalists, and” crackpots.” (Clap here.)

The news media in a rapidly-changing world, are the
commrunity’s DEW-line of protection, enabling it to antici-
e social, economic, political change. Schiller has called
te news media “the alarm-bells of societ){)”: without their
effedive functioning this community will be less manage-
dle than more fractured systems. "Poor socio-political com-
munication means poor socio-political control and predict-
ibility. (A recent New Zealand example: the 1951 water-
rat’strike.)

Until now, mass communication has not been vital to
faw Zealand society. But slowness of change, social co-
lesiveress, insulation from major external threats, smallness

I "People are headline readers and they
(wait take trouble to read in detail what is
drafted down below."

—Hon. R D. Muldoon.

if elites, are all increasingly part of our past; the future
till quickly bring and require major social change. Can
»e depend on the press of this community to fulfil its newly
important role ?

All the features mentioned — monopoly control, advertis-
irg prerogatives, undependable reporting, conservative bias
- reinforce each other in a consistent manner to produce a
press that is almost totally inadequate for community in-
formation needs today; one suspects that these same factors
wil prevent this structure from reforming itself so as to
provice the community information needs of tomorrow.
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The Two Faces of
Brigadier Gilbert

Thirteen years ago, Brigadier H. E Gilbert
was appointed Director of the Security Service.

In 1962 he wrote an article for "Salient"”
which became something of a classic because of
the virgin land it traversed.

We reprint this article today, to provide an
insight into the mind of a person who would
take on the job of director.

I would think that radical political activity in uni-
versrty circles today is at a very low ebb compared
with_certain times m the ﬁast,_in particular the late
thirties and the forties when impetus was given to
radical political thought by the depression and the
Soviet achievements during” the War

oo " N
wnichEoBlaAE AL B DL RIHRBlpVIE' Wi
ford a name presumably relating to the October
Revolution m Russia. | recall also that a VUC Branch

part °f.t"e Wellington District organisation
of the Communist Party. These Communist groups are
long since defunct, and | do not know of any counter-
parts in existence now. An awareness of Communist
influence is indicated by the manner in which the
student body has steered clear of affiliation with the
Communist front organisation known as the Inter-
national Union of Students.

As a New Zealander, | regard Communism as evil
and subversive. A New Zealand Communist b?/ con-
scious act when he joins the Party abandons his loyalty
to God and country and gives allegiance to an atheistic
and materialistic movement operated in the interests
of and directed by a foreign power. In the inter-
national field the proven duplicities of the Communist
bloc countries are legion. One grim example was last
year’s Soviet resumption of nuclear tests at the very
time that Soviet negotiators were sitting at the dis-
armament conference in Geneva. The Chinese seizure
of inoffensive Tibet is another. We in New Zealand
are dgeographlcally remote from those parts of the
world where the *Cold War” is of immediate reality.
This remoteness inclines us to a detachment — a
tendency to equate the Western and the Communist
positions, to blind ourselves to the essentially aggres-
sive_motives of the Communist bloc and to overlook
the inherently immoral character of Communism.

Some of my readers will no doubt have read books
such as Neal Wood’s Communism and British Intellec-
tuals and Koestler’s The God That Failed (about which
there was an interesting series of radio programmes on
the YC Stations recently). These books tell of the dis-
illusionment which progressively overcame Communist
intellectuals in the Western World and which led nearly
all of them to break with the Party. Here in New Zea-
land something similar happened. The intellectual
element of the Communist Party was strongest in the
late thirties and the forties. Disillusionment increased
as the years went by. The final shocks were given by
the events in Hungary and by Krushchev’s de-Stalinisa-
tion speech at the 20th Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union in 1956. No less a Communist
leader than its General Secretary, S. W. Scott, defected
from the Party this time, and has told his story in his

book Rebel in a Wrong Cause. Following the defection
of its intellectual wing the Party has tended to isolate
itself under the cloak of “proletarianism”. By and large,
it is the emphasis on proletarianism which makes it
such a small factor in New Zealand political life today.

But the very fact that the Communists are able to
capture the hearts and minds of only a small number
of New Zealanders induces an attitudé that Communism
in New Zealand can safely be ignored.

Communist “front” organisations call for special
mention. It is as well to be aware that they are not
of spontaneous growth but are established internation-
ally in accordance with directives from none other than
Lenin and Stalin themselves who saw the need for
developing Communist propaganda organisations
separate from the Communist Party, which would
attract support from a wider cross-section of the com-
munity than would the Communist Party itself. Tﬁplcal
examples are the Peace Council, affiliated with the
World Peace Council, and the NZ/USSR Society, affili-
ated with a Soviet counterpart.

The Communist Party directs these “fronts” usually
through the device of "having a trusted Communist
Party member as the Secretarsy — for example, the
National Secretary of the NZ/USSR Society in Welling-
ton is a member of the national committee of the
Communist Party — and through “fractions” of Part
members whose existence is kept secret from the ran
Spgupfsi!? membership and who function as *“ginger

There are only a few intellectuals still remaining
in the Party. They are to be found as a small leavening
in the teaching profession and among doctors, lawyers
and accountants.

A few are in the Public Service. | repeat that they
are but a small leavening but as they are there they
cannot, in my view fail to exert their influences, for
example, | do not believe that a Communist university
lecturer or schoolteacher will not endeavour to influ-
gnl(;ef his students in accordance with his Communist
eliefs.

It is in the nature of things for a Communist_ to
be a fanatic. The Party functions on a clandestine
and conspiratorial basis. It conceals its membership
and its finances. Because experiences, some of them
dramatic, have demonstrated that many Communists
tend to be disloyal and untrustworthy, it has been
Government policy here and in other countries for a
number of years  now to exclude Communists from
certain moré sensitive aspects of Government work,
particularly work concerned with defence and foreign
relations. “In a small and relatively homogeneous com-
munity such as ours, where so many people take so
much interest in their neighbours’ affairs, it_is some-
times said that the Communists in our midst inevitably
become labelled and publicly known. Experience shows
that this is unfortunately not the case. The problem
of identifying Communists is by no means easy. An
even greater problem is the identification and assess-
ment oflvﬁersons_wnh past records of Communist associ-
ations wnho_retain some degree of sympathy for Com-
munism. The answer to the question — “Are there
or are there not reasonable grounds for supposin
that a particular individual has or has recently ha
Communist sympathies or associations of such a type
as to raise legitimate doubts about his reliability?”
must be of particular concern to the employing autho-
rities of the Government and, at the same fime, is
frequently most difficult to answer.
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Ten years after the British
Parliament passed what has
been generally regarded as one
of the most progressive pieces
of legislation concerned with
mental illness, the 1969 Mental
Health Act, the New Zealand
legislature has come up with
its own Mental Health Bill.

Unfortunately, whether in its
original or “revised” versions,
the N.Z. Bill is but a pale imita-
tion of the British model and
is witness to a remarkable gap
which appears to exist between
the legislature and the world
of knowledge.

HEALTH vs. DETENTION

Although termed a Mental
Health Bill, the N.Z. legislation
has precious little to do with
health.

The concepts of preventive or
community psychiatry are not
mentioned and references even
to treatment are rare. A bet-
ter title for the Bill would have
been a “Mental Hospitals’ Ad-
ministration Bill”. It has even
been suggested that such are
the provisions of the Bill that
it might properly have been
termed a “Mental Disorders
(Restriction of Liberty) Bill”.
The combination of a general
title and an exclusive concern
with the institutionalisation of
patients is likely to re-enforce
the public stereotype of the
mentally disordered person as
someone who should be “put
away”. One fears that this
stereotype may well be shared
by the authors of the present
legislation.

WHO ARE THE
MENTALLY DISORDERED ?
The Bill begins with a series
of definitions. The problems of
such definition in the area of
deviant behaviour are well
known and it is, perhaps, not
surprising that the authors of
the Bill are soon floundering.
The tautological nature of
many definitions — e.g. that of
“mentally ill” — probably al-
lows a welcome and possibly
unintended degree of flexibility
in operation. No excuse how-
ever exists for the inclusion of
epileptics in the category of
mentally disordered persons
deserving of institutionalisation
nor for the very wide definition
given to the concept of men-
tally subnormal. As stated, 50
per cent of the population would
be included in the category.
The British practice of defining
degrees of impairment in terms
of the ability of the individual
to look after himself is clearly
preferable to the suggested
New Zealand practice.

LICENCE FOR CHAQS
Part | of the Bill is con-
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The 1969 Mental Health BIll

How to progress
Backwards

DWG Timms

by proffessor

cerned with the administrative
set-up of mental hospitals.
While the Bill makes it possible
for Crown institutions to be
transferred to local hospital
boards, much of the remainder
of the legislation appears to
envisage a continuation of the
present dual character of the
N.Z. mental health services.
Criticisms of the policies and
operations of the Mental Health
Division have clearly been in-
effective. An extension of the
Division’s activities is pres-
aged in the only mention the
Bill makes of community ser-
vices. Thus Section 8 of the
Bill states: “The Minister may
from time to time, out of money
appropriated by Parliament for
the purpose, establish such hos-
tels, clinics, and other places
. as he considers expedient
for the purpose of effecting the
recovery or partial recovery, or
for the care and treatment,
and, where appropriate, train-
ing and occupation, of ment-
ally disordered persons.” The
scale of Government support to
such institutions as the Auck-
land Sheltered Workshops does
not make one wildly optimistic
about the effects of the Mini-
ster’s considerations. A sim-
pler and more effective pro-
posal would have been to make
moneys available to hospital
boards and voluntary associa-
tions. There seems no reason
why Government itself should

be so directly concerned with
treatment.  Similarly, there
seems no reason why Govern-
ment institutions should be free
of the needs of licensing. In-
deed, the imposition of licens-
ing might well lead to a con-
siderable improvement in stan-
dards since it appears that at
the moment some Crown insti-
tutions present standards which
are considerably below those
demanded of private institu-
tions.

THE DEMISE OF THE
VOLUNTARY PATIENT

The movement from an ad-
mission policy based on official
coercion to one based on “vol-
untary” decisions is a world-
wide trend and, insofar as it
helps to preserve the individu-
al’s sense of autonomy is
clearly to be welcomed. Un-
fortunately, the wording of
those sections of the N.Z. Bill
dealing with voluntary admis-
sions is such as to largely viti-
ate these hopeful signs. The
impression is given (e.g. by
section 16) that whatever the
wishes of the patient and his
family, once he presents him-
self to an institution he loses
all rights of self-determination.
The relevant medical officer
may take out a reception order
against any patient.  Specific
provision of such authority in
that part of the Bill which is
stated to be concerned with

voluntary patients seems un-
necessary since provision for
emergency action is made else-
where. As it stands the present
provisions appear to under-
mine the whole principle of
voluntary admission.

THE DEBASEMENT OF THE
COMMITTED PATIENT
Compulsory admission and
detention form the substance of
Part in of the Bill. A major
doubt exists as to whether the
Bill makes sufficient provision
for the civil rights of patients.
On the whole the legislation ap-
pears to assume that “once
mad, always mad”. If it can
be shown that a patient at some
stage is incapable of managing
his own affairs then this is put
forward as a justification for
stripping him of virtually all
rights and responsibilities. Such
a view is amazingly anti-
quated. Committal proceed-
ings involve an application, two
medical certificates, the super-
intendent of the hospital and an
adjudicating authority.  Ap-
plications for the compulsory
admission of an individual may
be made by “any person who
is not less than twenty-one
years of age”. The applicant
does not have to state his in-
terest in the case, e.g. his re-
lationship to the individual
alleged to be disordered. Any

registered medical practi-
tioners may provide the medi-
cal certificates; no mention is
made of their psychiatric train-
ing or experience. There is
no provision as in the British
Act that one of the doctors
should have personal knowledge
of the patient. Moreover, both
certificates under the N.Z
legislation, may be signed by
employees of the hospital to
which the patient has been
consigned. Such a provision
gives the hospital overwhelm-
ing power. Committal for ob-
servation is allowed even if
one of the two medical certi-
ficates demanded has stated
that the patient does not need
to be detained at all. Perhaps
the weakest section of the
whole committal proceedings
is that concerned with the ad-
judicating authority. In the
United Kingdom this is vested
in Mental Health Review Tri-
bunals composed of lawyers,
medical  practitioners, and
social workers. In New Zea-
land, reliance is still placed on
the lay Magistrate. Only the
briefest acquaintance  with
studies of referral actions in
e.g. the United States, or with
New Zealand committal pro-
cedures under the existing legi-
slation, leads to the conclusion
that such reliance on the Mag-
istrate is badly in error. To
a very large extent Magistrates
function as rubber stamps. In

the absence of behavioural
science training in Law Schools
it is difficult to see how they
could function in any ather
way. A version of the British;
Mental Health Review Tritun-1
als would seem to be well with-
in the manpower resources o
New Zealand and would pro-
vide a much more satisfactory
approach to the problem o
assessing the ability of the in-
dividual to look after his omn
welfare and not to interfere
with that of others. Once com
mitted, even if only for d»
servation, the deprivation of a
patient’s rights is very severe.
No regular and independent re-
views of the patient’s progress
are provided for, the provisions
for visits are unduly restric-
tive, the sections on letter writ-
ing are excessively authorita-
rian. The responsibility for re-
questing nondelivery should be
placed on the addressee,
left to the discretion of te
hospital. Again, the Bill seerrs
to be giving the hospital far
more power than is necessary,
or good and the provisions fori
the treatment of patients sug-
gest a conflict of interests, g
dishonesty, and a lack of trust
which is far removed from tre
ideal  therapeutic  climate.
Moreover, many of the restric-
tions apply even in the e
of patients who are on lag
leave. A particularly dlaring
anomaly is the section which
is concerned with the offence
of having or attempting to hae
sexual intercourse with a
“mentally disordered” ferrele.
The offence covers intercourse
with ANY mentally disordered
female (apart from a wife),
not just one who is suffering
from severe subnormality. Te
maximum penalty is two yean
imprisonment. By contrast,
the maximum penalty for a
employee of an institution “wo
strikes, wounds, or ill-treats,
or wilfully neglects” a petient
in his charge is three months’
imprisonment.

OVERVIEW

The 1969 Mental Health Bl
pays little attention to modem
psychiatric practice and mrch
less to modern knowledge about
the nature of mental disorders.:
In a country which is so praud
of itself as a leader in po
gressive social legislation it i§
almost unthinkable that suh
a Bill could have been fomu-
lated, let alone passed. Tre
fact that it was so formulated!
and that it seems so likely o
be passed, notwithstanding tre
submissions of a large nurrber
of responsible bodies, mekes
New Zealand’s claim to te
considered a progres-
sive society farcical.

MENTAL ILLNESS—Just Another Career?

Giving the first lecture in
the “mind and society” lec-
ture series, Professor Timms
provided a piercing analysis
of the myths surrounding the
concept of “mental illness”.
He outlined how society’s be-
liefs regarding the area of be-
haviour labelled “mental ill-
ness” changed in the 19th cen-
tury from a “madness badness”
model in which the deviant
behaviour was regarded as a
“sin” for which the individual
was totally responsible to a
medical “disease” model in-
spired by more humanitarian
attitudes, which took the re-
sponsibility entirely away from
the individual.

Professor Timm’s follow-
ing analysis explored the
dubious assumptions under-
lying this labelling process
as he set out an alternative

to the medical model, by
depicting the three main
stages in the “career” of

such a labelled person.

APPRENTICESHIP —
PRE-PATIENT STAGE
It is obvious, but of great

. importance, that what is con-

sidered deviant and undesirable
behaviour in one group or con-
text may be considered quite
normal and even desirable in
others. Deviant behaviour be-
comes visible when others in
the person’s interaction net-
work recognise his lack of con-
formity to group standards.
Whether or not a particular de-
viant art will be classified as
an instance of crime, of eccen-
tricity, of forgetfulness, or of
mental illness depends on the
criteria existing in the evalu-
ating group.

There is considerable evi-
dence, in Western societies at
least, that the level of mental
illness is reserved for those
forms of interpersonal differ-
ences in behaviour for which
no understandable motive —
such as criminality exists,
where the norms aren’t codi-

fied.

In this view mental illness is
a residual category into which
fall all those forms of beha-
viour for which we can see no
legitimate explanation.

The degree of tolerance
which is accorded the devi-
ant varies widely as a func-
tion of the feeling of security
that the group experiences.
Many of the uncodified devia-
tions such as those in a fam-
ily framework are ignored or
explained away, but once the
stability of the groups or
other valued ends are threat-
ened, the individual is passed
on to the professional (gen-
erally psychiatrist) as “men-
tally ill”.

THE PATIENT STAGE

Here the patient is forced
to assume the role of being
“mentally ill”, and is assumed
to be so by the doctor who,
after all is a specialist in “ill-
ness”.

When the patient remains un-
convinced of his illness, the
prime task of the psychiatrist
may be to convince him of it
and “reward” him for his in-
sight, otherwise he is regarded
as a bad treatment risk.

In such a “world”, where to
assert one’s “sanity” and
“health” is regarded as further
evidence of one’s “illness”, the
only way to survive is to take
on the “illness complex”. The
prescriptive nature of this
self-fulfilling prophecy is ob-
vious.

For the “patient” to have
much hope of getting out of
this bizarre world, let alone
to be accepted back into the
group that rejected him, he
must recognise his “illness”
before being “cured” and
validate the group myth that
he HAD a “diseased mind”
peculiar to himself, with no
reflection on the group.

Professor Timms cited evid-
ence to show that patients who

learn the game quicker receive
better treatment, and are pro-
nounced “cured” and dis-
charged earlier than those who
are uncooperative.

RETIREMENT

Retirement from the mentally
ill status comes on being pro-
nounced “cured”, giving up the
former role and seeking a new
identity in the community
again.

Unfortunately the psychia-
trist’s pronouncement about the
patient’s new status may not
be believed by the latter’s as-
sociates. There is a strong
belief that “once mad, always
bad” i.e. that mental illness is
an ascribed rather than an
achieved state. The ex-patient’s
acceptance into secondary rela-
tionships, e.g. work, may be
relatively easy, but his at-
tempts to rejoin more intimate
primary networks, such as
those of family and friends,
may be fraught with difficulty.

Needless to say lack of success
at this is not likely to help
the ex-patient’s attempt to
gain a new identity. The pati-
ent who leaves the secure bese
provided by a hospital or by
a warm therapeutic relation-
ship for a cold community en
vironment may soon be wish
ing he could return to the
patient status.

The career view of mental
illness suggests that respon-
sibility for the mentally dis-
ordered cannot be left merely
to the individual afflicted and
to the “experts” who treat
him, but, rather, must in
volve all of us.

In answering a question as to
the “hope for the future as to
a change of public attitudes”,
Professor Timms said that the
best result would come from
concentrating effort on young
children and their parents, but
this would be a very long-term
process.



George de Bres reports:

Collision Course at
the Free University

Open hostility between staff and students marked the first days of the Summer Semester in mid-April

at the Free University of Berlin.

Professors publicly threatened students with the closure of the entire

university at the first sign of disturbances and the AStA (Students Association Executive) published a
militant strategy which seemed to exclude any possibility of reconciliation.

It would be impossible to describe in this article the long chain of events which led up to the con-

tinuing tense situation at the F.U.

have gained in my first few weeks as a student in Berlin.

Coming from the still peace-
ful, colonial atmosphere of the
University of Auckland, | was
a little surprised on my first
day at the University to see
truckloads of police all over
the campus. Helmeted police-
men, armed with pistols and
truncheons, stood in pairs at
strategic points. They had
walkie-talkies for immediate
radio contact with reinforce-
ments at the first signs of any
disturbance.  That was a
month ago, and having seen
them in similar quantities al-
most every day since then, |
have gradually come to realise
why no-one else looked sur-
prised at seeing them there.
They’re part of the scenery, as
predictable as the new leaves
a the beginning of the sum-
mer term, albeit a little more
incongruous in my naive con-
ception of what a university
should be.

The tone for the whole sem-
ester was set in the first few
days. Two institutes in the
Medical Faculty were closed
doan on the second day of
term after two professors re-
fused to lecture under the sym-

bol of the Hammer and Sickle
and under a painted slogan
which could be roughly trans-
lated as “Huri the corpses at
the Professors”. One of the
professors concerned exhorted
his students: “Instead of hiss-
ing you should smash in the
gobs of the people who did it.
I wont allow my institute to
be destroyed by a bunch of
vandals. As far as I'm con-
cerned, these people are a
hoard of Hottentots gone wild!”
The student newspaper an-
nounced that following the
strike in January 1969 the en-
tire AStA of the previous
Semester had been suspended
from further study for an
average of two years and that
further  suspensions  were
pending. A list of professors
who had denounced these
students was printed on the
front page and the AStA de-
clared that “We will continue
our struggle against the sus-
pensions, and that means
that we will do exactly what
we stated in January: No
professor who was active as
a denouncer will have the op-
portunity to further teach or

Peking Hardens Policy

on Overseas Students

Overseas Chinese students who returned to Com-
munist China for higher education are joining the
exodus of millions of people to the countryside and
border regions to be "re-educated and steeled" by

the peasants.

Radio Peking reported re-
cently that youths who had re-
turned to China from South-
east Asia (no specific countries
were mentioned) were ordered
to join an agricultural pro-
duction brigade in remote
Inner Mongolia, one of the
tense border areas.

The students had previously
been assigned to the Peking
Supplementary  School for
Returned Overseas Chinese.
After a few months of “re-
education” by the peasants,
Radio Peking related, the
students “raised their revo-
lutionary consciousness con-
siderably.”

Peking’s policy toward re-
turned overseas Chinese youths,
which has progressively turned
harder, was summed up by
Fang Fang, vice-chairman of
the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Commission:

“We should educate the
families of overseas Chinese
and returned overseas Chin-
ese in rural areas to live
peacefully in the villages,
work peacefully in produc-
tion, love labour passionately,
love their colleagues passion-
ately, change old customs
and habits, run their house-
holds with diligence and
thrift, persist in the socialist
orientation, and contribute
to the construction of their
home villages.”

Some of the returned over-
seas students have apparently
balked. For instance, the re-
volutionary committee in the

coastal province of Fukien
reportedly ordered some 3000
students of the Chinkiang Over-
seas Chinese University and its
four subsidiary middle schools
to move to rural areas last
December. Army troops were
reportedly called in to suppress
the resulting student protest
activities.

D S ez
Hs & S.ars

Students have been urged
to find out more about the
work of the United Nations
by the director of the U.N.

Information  Service, Dr
Szuszkiewicz.
Dr Szuszkiewicz said that

much of the criticism levelled
at the UN’s political machin-
ery stemmed from the fact
that people haven’t bothered to
read the Charter.

“It is not a world govern-
ment and was never meant
to be a world government,”
he said. *“When the Charter
was drawn up the member
states were careful to pre-
serve their sovereignty.”

On the question of Communist
China’s exclusion from the
Security Council, he said the
problem would only be solved
when the political atmosphere
allowed it. U Thant has said
that many big decisions can-
not be successful when 600-700
million people are not repre-
sented.

work at this university. We
will force the university to
allow suspended students to
continue their study.”

The situation was further
complicated by the new Uni-
versity Bill which is being
read in the Berlin Senate and
which is due to enter the Stat-
ute Book in July. Under the
new law, which allows for wide-
spread student representation
at most levels of university
government, but which also
strengthens the already strong
influence of the Berlin Senate
on the University (half the
members of the new Curat-
orium are to be members of
the political Senate, while stu-
dents are to be represented by
one vote) the AStA is to be
completely disbanded, so that
the students will have no offi-
cial inter-faculty organisation.
The AStA sees this as an at-
tempt to break the political
power of the students and de-
clared its opposition to “a tech-
nocratic study reform which is
an instrument of capitalism to
bring the university, which has
gradually become unfunctional,
into line with the changed con-
ditions of the capitalist pro-
cess.”

Within a week of the begin-
ning of term the AStA had
called a General Meeting of
All  Faculties. More than
two thousand students at-
tended. With an overwhelm-
ing majority the meeting
endorsed the policy of the
AStA despite the dangers of
the university being closed
down. The AStA reiterated
its determination to make
the university serviceable for
socialist purposes (the train-
ing of cadres, working place
for revolutionary industrial
“basis-groups”) and called on
students to *subordinate all
their efforts under the single
aim of the destruction of
Capitalism.”

Since then, hardly a day has
passed in which there has not
been at least one disturbance.
Professors in many depart-
ments have cancelled their lec-
tures. Go-ins have been org-
anised in seminars led by “de-
nouncers” and various unfor-
tunate professors have been
bombarded with “Farbeier”
(stuffed eggs which rather rad-
ically and effectively change
one’s colour on connection).
Since suspended student repre-
sentatives may no longer at-
tend faculty and senate meet-
ings, these bodies have hardly
dared to hold their meetings
in the university. They have
met in schools and hospitals in
outlying suburbs, sometimes
under police protection.

It is obvious that the AStA
will refuse to cooperate with
any reforms until their sus-
pended fellow-students have
been granted permission to con-
continue their study. The basis
for this attitude is of course
that they regard any form
of university government which
expels students for taking part
in a widely-supported student
action as incapable of honest
negotiations and democratic

| can do little more than pass on a few of the scattered impressions |

intentions.  They base their
argument on the historical
nature of the Free University
as a “model” democratic com-
munity of staff and students
in which one group should not
be able to suppress the other.
Until this concept is reaccepted
and the traditional political
mandate of the students again
recognised, | can see little
hope of the Free University
continuing its teaching and
research.

This morning (May 14)
three deans are reported in
the paper as stating that
their faculties will close in
the near future unless stu-
dent terrorism against their
colleagues ceases. They are
the deans of the Arts Faculty,
the Economic - sociological
Faculty, and the Law Fac-
ulty. “The next few days,”
says one, “will decide
whether the Summer Sem-
ester can be saved.” Cer-
tainly by the time this article
is printed someone will have
had to give way .

— George de Bres.
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The general strike at Goethe University.
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Polanski's Cul-de-Sac
his most impressive

Cul-de-Sac—Polanski —Lido

eneEMma

Film Review: Cul-de-Sac, Roman Polanski.

Sam Pillsbury

"Cul-de-Sac" was released in Great Britain in
1966, after "Repulsion” and before "The Fearless Vam-

pire Killers".

Both the latter film and "Rosemary's

Baby", its successor, have been released in New Zea-
land already, mainly because "Rosemary's Baby" was
such a commercial success overseas that distributors
here could draw the crowds with Mia Farrow, then
bill "Cul-de-Sac" as "yet another film by the maker of

Rosemary's Baby".

Cul-de-Sac is the last Polan-
ski film to date in black and
white, and in many ways |
found it the most satisfying.
It is more difficult to say why.
It has no sympathies, no
warmth, love, humanity. It is
utterly lacking in the restraint
and compassion of Rosemary’s
Baby. It’s a joke. At least
it starts as a joke. The credit
sequence, a long shot down a
strange, flat ribbon of road,
is confusing. Cars don’t travel
like that. And roads dont
have poles like that either.
Beetling legs between the back
wheels, and tide, explain.
Funny. But Jack MacGowran’s
blank face is not. The sub-
machine-gun in the driver’s

seat is. Dickie’s arm is not.
Polanski’s method in this film
is already revealed: present
situation first, then shatter sup-
position with the cause, which
is ridiculous. A one-manpower
car. Tides that cover roads.
A machine-gun stored in the
small of the driver’s back. A
bold health fiend who lives on
eggs and mead, and exercises
a rowing machine (on an is-
land) when he should be row-
ing his wife. Who looks like
his daughter, and isnt inter-
ested anyway. This isnt just
slapstick. Polanski  makes
much more of every situation.
Albie  (Jack  MacGowran),
abandoned to the tide, doesnt
come out with the obvious and
reliably funny “Help!” “Hey!”

PAUL'S
BOOK ARCADE

and the

Penguin

Bookshop

Auckland

he cries (to nobody), “Hey!
I've got a problem here.” Yes.
And George (Donald Pleas-
ance) is tellingly dressed up in
nightie, mascara, and lipstick
by his wife. More than funny,
he is ridiculous and tragic, re-
luctant but clowning in des-
peration. But woe.

This cul-de-sac is invaded,
and George’s humiliation is
witnessed. Even the tide
works against him, enforc-
ing a relationship it was sup-
posed to prevent. So this, for
what it’s worth, is what the
film MEANS.

In a recent interview, Polan-
ski said, “The interest of the
individual is always against
society, and the interest of
society is always against the
individual.” | don’t know how
precise he was being, but you
can get the general idea. So
this recluse George is robbed
of wife, car, and whatever
peace of mind he had left,
guilty of a severe social crime
(murder) and driven to the
tiniest island he can find — a
tide-swept rock. The ending of
the film is typically ambiguous.
Is he thoroughly mad, and
about to be drowned, or is that
shout a plea for the return
of *“society” and that pose
something like Rodin’s
“Thinker”? Never mind. Pol-
anski also said, “What | want
is to finish a film without giv-
ing the audience the feeling of
being satisfied 7 And
anyway, the MEANING of Pol-
anski’s films are never terribly
important. It’s the way the

film is done.

Take Rosemary’s Baby for
example. What the ending
MEANS is that the time (that
is, 1969) is ripe for the birth

of the anti-Christ, and the cult
around him will survive some
two thousand years. This is
implied by the sable-draped
cradle, the inverted -crucifix,
the date (June 28 as opposed
to Christmas), the "WISE,
MEN” bearing gifts, and even
the little Japanese man click-
ing away on his camera, the
modern equivalent to the Old
Master. A Kodachrome “Ad-
oration of the Magi”. And ob-
serve the progenitor —a com-
plete inversion. Still further
implications are that many
great people owe their pre-
eminence to a black compro-
mise — doctors like Hill and
actors Castavets mentions as
“old friends”.

Nevertheless, the presence
of a “darker purpose” — the
MEANING here — is not
what makes Polanski good.
These abstractions crystallise
afterwards. Things are never
so deadly that Polanski can-
not concentrate the camera
on things which add little to
the meaning and much to the

mood — and here lies his
charm — the close-up of
Roman Castavets dripping

“vodka blush” from his tray
on to the new carpet.
Somehow the image is re-
volting — dripping is nega-
tive — but at the same time
witches, it seems, can be
half-witted and fusspot (Min-
nie wipes frantically).
“Cul-de-Sac” is full of these
close-up surrealistic images.
The little crabs which link
Dickie (Lionel Stander) and
Theresa (Francoise Dorleac)
— both foreigners — become
hideously distorted and link the
two as menace. Toppling
stacks of eggs; rows of mead

Donald Pleasance and Francoise Dorleac in a scene from Cul-de-Sac.

bottles; Dickie schlurping a
raw egg, some white dribbling
unheeded down his chin, being
shaved by a cut-throat razor
(horrors of repulsion) or jovi-
ally stripping a blood-soaked
square of toilet-paper from his
razor-nicked mug (all prepar-
ing us for the final sequence).
Or, Albie’s spectacles: Albie is
almost always very close to
the camera, his mad, tragic
face distorted by those round
lenses. Outside at night and
flat on his back he ravingly
gesticulates heavenward and
claps binoculars to his face.
The conjunction of ground
lenses activated by a quiver-
ing arm make a horrible skele-
tal clicking (also preparing us
for Albie’s end).  Albie’s
corpse, lovingly wrapped in
telephone wire, rejects those
visual aids it won’t need in
its spiritual journey (some-
how a corpse dropping its
glasses is funny) and the tho-

roughly drunk George, with
typical grace, grinds them
underfoot.

Using a different style, Pol-
anski directs a very long take
on the beach, with George
and Dickie, actually working

against (he claims) photo-
grapher Gill Taylor.
The final take was the

third, owing to the difficulty
of synchronising the dialogue
with the plane. Even then
this was barely achieved,
owing to dwindling daylight,
but the wide opeq lens and
dim lighting give the scene
an obscure, filmy texture.
George is really drunk,
and even Dickie is amiable
although the depth of his
affection is manifested
in his uncommitted way,
when he whips off a shot with
his revolver. The camera is
close to the ground, so one
is conscious, not only of dim-
ness, but of sand and the
foreshortening of the charac-
ters, stumbling in the awk-
ward stuff. One is barely
aware that the camera
doesn’t move for eight and
a-half minutes.

Polanski saves the most
powerful scenes for the last —
George pulling the trigger,
gingerly, fiendish, and looking
amazedly over his shoulder to
Theresa for approval;

in “Vampire”) and grabbinj
his  sub - machine - gun, th
shuffling figures of George an
Theresa on the ramp, boo
spurting from Albie’s mouti
the shattering report of th
gun, the exploding Jaguai
These have terrific impact
especially as so far comedy ha
had the upper hand. Perhaps
therefore, it is a confused fin
but it is still one of the ns
impressive I've seen.

Finally, the quality of te
photography is sustained by
uniformly brilliant acting by
the four main characters.;
They are all utterly mad ad
completely convincing. Nore
have to be tender or sensi-
tive, so perhaps they hae
an easy job; but what’s there
is flawless. And even though
Francoise Dorleac is not ©
mobile as the others, she is
really voluptuous (as te
others, of course, are )
and when she is naked, back
on, you really want her to
turn round.

Of course, the film will lax
left the Lido by the time tis

Albie review is out, but it will prab-

staggering bullet-riddled down ably turn up in the suburbs.

to his car (like the hunchback

— Sam Pillsbury.

Theatre Company plays
have pace and impact

Religioso—Groteskio—
Theatre Company

If you went to the
Theatre Company's three
plays last week | hope you
got there too late to see
the first one — unfortun-
ately | didn't.

The combination of Yeats in
raptures over the Dionysian
cycle of the death and rebirth
of gods and non-actors con-
scientiously sneaking and mov-
ing as they had been told to
was bad enough, but when the
only p00d thing, Jack Body’s
evocative music for drums and
cello, was destroyed by a

chanter who was off-key, it was
time to have a cigarette out-
side.

Thankfully, the post-interval
period was worth hanging
around for — a delicious take-
off of one of the travelling
York Mystery plays introduced

by a screaming “Brother
Love’s Travelling Salvation
Show”. Mighty. It had pace
and impact, and Stephen

Charter’s Beelzabub was just
too darling. David Barratt-
Boyes made a comic Jacque
Tati-type Archangel Michael
lighting the candles of the
Saved with a cigarette lighter,
but who thought that Eve and
John the Baptist could be
played as a whore and lecher ?
Nobody could have delivered
those lines in that way (no
marks for that idea). And the
ending lost a bit by going on
and on and on and on . . .
Once through “All you Need is
Love” and one minute of the
pulsating heart would have
been quite sufficient thank you.

Bob Burleson’s “The Suu
ing Head of Prophet John” ret
more meat in it than Yeats at
was  competently  handled
Michael O’Donoghue oiled hd
way rather nicely at ftimea
through Herod’s lines mu
Sa’ome certainly knew how til
wriggle (though that append®
scar was a bit distracting), bin
Stephen Gordon as John It
most of his best lines througll
grinding his teeth too hard d
screaming too loudly (thoudij
it may have been sexual figj
ration). Still competent enougi
and the lighting was a glei
did effect. Whoever directed
the sexual cavorting must hart
known his stuff, too.

Overall though, one wonder:
whether the Theatre Conpen
thought they were presenting
stimulating  programme d
whether they were just outli
have a swinging time and pla
beautiful people.

If the latter, no doubt te!
did.

— Christine Mbir.



Varsity Fencer Selected for
the New Zealand Team

Full marks and a bouquet for Freshman Nick Lorimer, arts student and Univers-
ity Swords Club member, on his selection to represent New Zealand in the Test Match
against Australia to be held in Wellington in May. This is one more milestone in a daz-

zling career.

individual titles at the National Secondary School Championships.

While at Auckland Grammar School he created a record in winning four

In 1967, he be-

came the youngest fencer ever to fence for New Zealand, when he toured Australia as a
member of our National Team.

In the Australian foils cham-
pionships he reached the final,
the youngest one to achieve
this feat. For him, Edinburgh
is a distinct possibility.

Nick Lorimer had a very
(successful debut for N.Z. in
Wellington and won all of his
matches. There is little doubt
that Nick is going to go a long
way in his fencing and we
wish him well in his quest for
Edinburgh.

But no marks and no bou-
quets for the New Zealand
Amateur Fencing Associa-
tion It has been the boast
of the national executive that
it encourages the sport in
schools.

Support for the universities
is another matter. Due to the
proximity of examinations, a
number of promising univers-
ity fencers were unable to com-
pete at the 1968 nationals, held
in Wellington over Labour
Weekend. They did expect,
however, that there would be a
special trial for national selec-
tin Had they genuine rea-
anto believe that the nationals
were to be considered as a trial
they would doubtless have at-
tended, in spite of the incon-
venience. It was only in the
middle of these championships
that the executive pressed for
and succeeded in having the
event declared as a trial. By
dl accounts it was all quite
legal, but law is not synony-
mous with justice.  One is
tempted to ask whether the

The publicity received
this year by the top
Varsity Rugby Team —
mainly because of the
presence of All Black
Grahame Thome _
conceals the strength of
the game in lower
grades.

Craccum photographer

executive is deliberately trying
to discourage younger fencers
from aiming at trying to re-
present their country in this
ancient sport, at Edinburgh.

Tim Haslett captured
the Varsity third team
in action here during a
recent game at Victoria
Park.

Despite injuries, the
team is performing well
this season, and is likely
to be highly rated in
this year's competition.
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LETTERS Continued

E.U. SUPPLEMENT

Sir,—Why the hell must we open our copy of Craccum
in pleased anticipation on'y to find a bloody great wad
of propaganda in its middle? Articles on theology could
be of great interest by a hackneyed presentation of
the usual illogical selfish superficial reasons as to why
we should all be Christians insults our intellect and is
more than we should stomach.

For the University is nothing if it is not a place in
which the intellect is cultivated and evangelism epito-
mises anti-intellectualism. Indeed the Evangelical Union
represents all that is repulsive to what should be the
spirit of a University.

Lest my frenzy render my point obscure, | had
better quote something from this courageous supple-
ment. R. Yule writes:

“For the unbeliever the truth may also dawn, grey
and heavy, as he dimly senses the emptiness of human
existence without God.”

It is dull habit which lets him use this word
“truth” so easily, a word which is beautiful in de-
noting something which lesser mortals would admit we
can never attain, or is it gross presumption, as it un-
doubtedly is, when he states that the existence of the
unbeliever is “empty”?

How dare he tell his educated fellows the “truth”
about the cause of the universe, a subject which upon
science itself must forever remain silent? Let him be-
lieve what he likes, but let him also respect the beliefs
of indecision of others. Little less obnoxious is his
stupid linguistic play, in the evangelist’s search for
cheap effect, with the idea of the dead God. But per-
haps Mr Yule’s most insane pronouncement is that
“if there is no God, then we’re bloody well done for.”
“If there is no God, Mr Yule, then by definition there
never was one.”

If the university does not remain a stronghold
against thinking as puerile as this then perhaps we are
bloody well done for, with or without a omnipotent God
as a helmsman. Unless the university stimulates
openmindedness and freedom of thought in the widest
sense by helping to free us from the fetters of bias and
habit it has no claim to be anything more than a Poly-
technic at best, or at worst a cult whose members
are so convinced of their opinions that they might as
well be senile, and so self satisfied in their conviction
that they might as well be blind and deaf.

"DON LAURENSON

LAW STUDENTS

Sir, —This letter is written to endorse the one sent by
‘Reformed Con.” regarding law students.

My theory is that student apathy stems from
society’s BASTION at University: the clean cut, bryl-
creem stereotype, suit and tie, law student. They have
the best floor in the new arts-library building; spacious
settings, thicker and richer carpets, and even a small
common room, while ordinary pleb students slave away
in the crowded three bottom floors. Why didnt the
law students receive the bottom floor or is it that Mr
Maidment decided they were socially superior and so
gave them the upper floor.

Instead of sending the law school to the American
Consulate, why not send them off to the Waitakere’s
(5th floor and all) where they can still have their
panoramic view and spread their chronic apathy to the
old age pensioners living there. —JOHN ADAMS
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No Quorum

S ' Following an attempted

MAcoup in the Zoology De- 1
partment by lecturers, For SpeCIaI
Prof Morton has insti-
gated regular coffee Meeting
meetings to discuss de-
partmental matters with
his staff. 1t has become
known as the Mushroom
Club —he keeps them in The crowded meeting begins in hushed expectancy.
the dark and feeds them

with bullshit.
+ %

So it’s going to be SIR
Henry Cooper is it? All
for perpetuating the pre-
sent outmoded educa-

tional system and play-
ing cricket. Next thing
we know, John Reid will

be made Lord John of

Princes Street. Or Gra-

hame Thorne, Attendant .
to Her Majesty’s Bed- - S]
chamber. Or Rudman —

Bishop Bill. Must keep
these honours in the

family. A deserted SGM last week ratified the new Auck-
. * land University Students' Association Constitution.

Seen in Grad Bar on The chairman had to delay the starting time of
the evening of Grammar the meeting for half an hour until a quorum could
Centennial Opening . . . be rounded up.
Rudman, Law, Falken-
stein and Richards with Speaking for Mr Coster’s  \yis remarks are unprintable.
MP Jonathon Hunt, sit- motion, Mr Witten - Hannah Law remarked. “One can-
ting under a banner in- said that his objections were ot plame stude’nts for not
scribed  “Were not not to the form but to the  atending notoriously mono-
Grammah boys.” Visit- content of the Constitution.  t5noys, constitutional S.G.Ms.
ing carousers felt it was He wanted to see more power gyt gne would have thought
in bad taste. granted to the SRC. The SRC,  that more SRC members

he said, “is a toothless body  \youId be present. It is incred-

Did you hear that a and should have power t0  jple how AUSA seems to elect
Maori All Black has direct Executive on policy ¢ many supposedly con-
strong views on apart- matters.” cerned students to positions
heid which he, like all “The gathering together of they are not prepared to
All Blacks, supports? “I the Constitution as it was many  fyifil.” Rudman, Law, and enthralled multitudes.
want separate develop- years ago is not very satisfac-  These motions were moved ’ ’
ment and a separate Par- tory,” said Coster. . by John Coster and seconded satisfactory”. He suggested  The meeting closed early amendments passed in the [
liament for all pakehas,” “There is nothing which py SRC member Witten- that the meeting “accept the \yithout transacting all the busi- three years. There are no s
he says. “What could be urgently needs amendment, but annah. Speaking to the motion ~ Constitution as it is on the pess on the agenda since stantial changes except for
fzfurer than that? We'll there are a number of points Coster said that the new Con- understanding that it will be gitendance dropped below the regulations governing the ft
give them a thousand of detail, and consistency and  stjtytion was “adequate but not ~ reviewed”. necessary 50 people in the tioning of the SRC.
miles of land to them- clarity which need to be re- course of the meeting. Un-  The Constitution was adop
selves, down in South- vised. official sources claim that only after motions from Vice-Pr

land, some of the best Mr Law claimed that these 39 people attended for the dent Law and Publicati

farming land in the points were only “minor objec- DeanS Say EXCIUSIOn greater part of the meeting. Officer Volkerling.

country. This is a historic tions”. L . !
Maoriyobjective — we've Mr Rudman said that “it reason to doubt that our univer- othTﬁe nf&cgr(‘)ﬁg?tmgncoglséﬂs MOU?HS to set up a Gn
believed in this ever was difficult to revise some- sities cou'd achieve a British- .. " S5 VR :'imendg- tutional committee to revise
since 1840. But we’ll have thing which is a living docu- Necessary type graduation rate if they ts of 1967 and all th gew_IC?nstltBtloP ml p'li'nt;
a Pakeha Affairs Act ment and is regularly worked in British-type condi- MENS 0 and all the detail lapsed for lac
which will allow the changed to meet .conflicting Certain changes in the tions. But we have grave quorum.

Government to sell needs.” interests of “efficiency” reason to doubt whether New

pakeha land that’s not The motions were not put  might involve exclusion of Zealanders as a people want

being used properly — at the meeting since it was  part - time students, and ﬁay th%_tprlce of acthlewr}g \

we have to have some pointed out that there was no  soaring costs, according to Such —conaiions — not only

safeguards agaiijst bar- quorum. a report presented to the shutting the door on many of DON T PLAY

barism.” Law Faculty SRC member University Institutions Con- their sons and daughters but
also the effective abandonment THE WAR GAM E

Bill Spring, commenting on the ference at Victoria Univer-

Thought for the week: poor attendance, said that “the  sity. of part-time study, a doubling . . .
Minority views should be  whole thing was absolutely ~ The report, which had been or trebling of expenditure per Register as a Conscientious Objector!
respected, especially appalling”. prepared by a ioint Otago and student and immobility of
when they are the Gov- Former President Ros Mc- Canterbury Universities study —graduates.”
ernment’s. Cormick was equally critical. group, said: “We have no BThe _re%ort said that whereas . .

ritis universities were For information write or phone:
geared to converting full-time
geared 10, converting Ilime  CHRISTIAN PACIFIST SOCIETY OR SOCIETY OF FRENDS
81-489 606-834

Zealand universities had deve-
W H Y PAY T A X D loped into multi-purpose insti- 27 Lloyd Ave, 115 Mt Eden Road,
. tutions attended by full- and Auckland 3. Auckland 3.
part-time students, many of

whom did not aim to graduate.
— NZSPA.
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