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The Viet Nam war has forgotten its beginning as 
politicians plot dubiously for its public end. An end 
perhaps just public enough to satisfy dissenters. Nixon 
withdrawal plans are broadcast on international television, 
but news that the entire South Viet Namese coastline has 
just been parcelled up for bidding, has been carefully 
hidden. Oil, you see; maybe more than enough to fuel 
squadron after squadron of B.52’s. Heaven knows that 
B.52’s are going to remain years after the last miserable 
American combat soldier has left. And even apart from 
such immediate concerns, oil is oil, is cheap wealth in this 
case, is another politic reason for staying just a little longer.

Tomorrow’s Mobilisation will be the largest ever seen in 
this country. More hours of organisation have entered its 
preparation than any former demonstration. For students, 
the day will also be one o f boycotting lectures, as a gesture 
o f protest. A day also for observing the reactions o f pious 
academic liberals, who are prone to utter much and present 
many remits at many conferences, but who, at time of 
writing, have refused to support tomorrow’s boycott. Too 
radical, they say, not the right time, they add; and 
hundreds of meek little students will dutifully attend their 
lectures; two pages of diligent note-taking to please the 
almighty gentlemen will mean more than a day of activity 
or even contemplation, against the War.

Our curious comfort, our insulation, our carefully 
trained techniques of vacantly turning off our minds 
whenever a hint o f discomfort suggests itself. Our 
pre-occupation with any other activity.

And the Mobilisation has been so important to student 
politicians, that somehow, Anti-War posters were carefully 
removed from the Student Union, especially for the visit of 
Mr and Mrs Ogilvy. Silly, careful little points o f deference 
to the nice comfortable and sentimental idea o f royalty. 
Students flocked to catch glimpses o f the inflated pair; 
students still remembered to wear red poppies some days 
after. Note: royalty is a visible and grotesque denial o f a 
genuine egalitarianism, of a genuine brotherhood among 
men; the R.S.A. careful to set up a stall right outside the 
University is somehow also careful to restress the glories of 
war and the heroism of death, while supporting the stand 
o f the National Government in favour of allied presence in 
the Viet Nam war. Ah, there’s a fine tradition there. Red is 
the colour of blood, a noble liquid, unless it happens to 
flow within yellow bodies. And princesses are noble 
creatures, superb embodiments o f display to the world that 
we can fete a person because o f her birth, and not care 
whether the rest o f the world lives or dies.

The rest o f the world tends to die. We have bad 
tendencies o f either conspiring in favour of destruction, or 
self-innocently not bothering to notice. A psychological 
trick: ‘It doesn’t concern me.’ Ah, but somewhere in our 
cocoon spinning throughout life, some iota o f the tangible 
meanings of human devastation might strike home. And 
how much self-pity will we be able to indulge in? And how 
much can William Calley? Because, despite all these 
emotional mumblings, each one o f us are in some way 
responsible for every atrocity committed throughout our 
lives. In our mumbling emotional little ways, we are perhaps 
the final human statement on this planet. The human race 
might not miraculously survive its bombs, its pollution, its 
starvation. But even surviving all these things, I perceive the 
death of those gentle human qualities which make living in 
this world barely tolerable. Tomorrow, there is a 
Mobilisation. Because most o f us have not bothered, some 
hard working individuals have prepared a vehicle o f human 
statement for us. Go.

Distribute copies o f this week’s Craccum to the 
disbelievers; engage them in furious debate; convince them 
of their criminal compliance.

(  STAFF '

Stephen Chan 
Richard King 

Susan King 
Murray Edmond 

Kathryn De Nave; Grant Stitt; 
John Daly-Peoples; Sue Kedgely; 

Anne Gilbert; Dennis Trussell. 
Heavy Graphics Editor: Gordon Clifton
Photographies Editor: Alan Kolnik
Advertising Manager: Leo Pointon

J

Editor:
Technical Editor: 
Secretary:
Arts Editor: 
Editorial Staff:

Courage to mud farmers! Cl
JAMES K. BAXTER

I have heard that a Maori chief could not make war without the consent of 
the members of the tribe expressed in popular agreement on the marae. Among 
us it is different. Our government can make war without a referendum. Our 
participation in the Vietnam War does not necessarily have the support of the 
majority of our people.

I sat behind two young Maori soldiers on a bus. They were 
discussing in detail and with great enthusiasm the kind of 
machines they were being taught to use in the army-trucks, 
helicopters, guns. They also spoke about the Vietnam War. It 
was a How conversation, not a Why conversation. I 
remember that they talked for some time about booby-traps 
set by the Viet Cong along the jungle tracks.

A s far as I cou'd  gather, they  
w ere in  th e  A rm y because their 
friends were in the arm y, and  
becau se th ey  had a great interest 
in th e  arm y m achines. Perhaps 
th ey  h ad  foun d  it hard to  get 
w ork  in th e  N ew  Zealand tow n s. 
T here is an oth er factor . In 
recruiting  you n g  Maori m en in to  
the arm y, the G overnm ent 
som ew h at cyn ica lly  capitalises on  
the to a , or warrior tradition  o f  
the M aori’s. I say it is cyn ical 
because o f  th e  gross n eg lect o f  
Maori veterans. A fter  th e  pains o f  
their war exp erien ces , m any com e  
back  to  a job less p o sitio n , to  the 
p u b s, and to the ignorant fists o f  
the p o lice . S om e o f  course com e  
back in their cp ffin s.

PM’s LAND GRAB
I o ffer  the sim ple com m ent  

that it w as n o t the V ietnam ese  
m ud farm ers w h o  annexed the 
M aori lands. F urtherm ore, it is 
n ot a C om m u n ist party boss but 
our local au th ority  figure, Mr 
H o lyoak e, w h o  is acquiring, 
through d iscreet interm ediaries, 
acre upon  acre o f  the rem aining  
Maori lands on  the shores o f  Lake 
Taupo, so that he can create, for  
his o w n  financia l p ro fit, a 
m illio n a ires’ to u r ist paradise. 
T h ese little  h ab its n eed  to  be 
d i s c u s s e d .  W h en  Am erican  
tourists are dropping cigarette  
b u tts  and lo lly  papers am ong the 
Maori graves, the local Maori 
p eop le  w ill be free to  reflect on  
t h e  p a r a d o x e s  o f  pow er  
p o lit ic s -  that H olyoak e is alive 
and has the land and the m o n e y , 
that som e o f  their sons are dead  
and m ore o f  them  job less, and  
that our A llies in  V ietnam  have 
arrived peacefu lly  in N ew  Zealand  
to  spend  m on ey  catch ing trout 
and breaking tap u ’s. We w ill have

h ere a m odicum  o f  the d ifficu lt  
p ea ce  w h ich  our G overn m en t has 
to ld  us w e are fighting for.

T h e k ey  p o in t, for  m e, is not  
the a tro c ities  o f  th e  V ietnam  
W a r -th e  War in deed  has the  
co n to u r s  o f  one p rolonged , 
im m e n s e  a t r o c i t y - b u t  the 
unen d in g  b a ttle  o f  hum an beings 
to  avoid  being forced  in to  a coffin  
o f  servility . W hen it  w as fam ine  
tim e in V ietn am , the m ud farmers 
used  to  trek in to  Saigon like 
g h o sts, and stand w atch ing  while 
m em bers o f  a sem i-affluent  
m idd le class fed  them selves 
b eh in d  the p la te  glass o f  
restaurants, and d ie there o f  
hunger. Or else a farm er m ight sell 
his best lo ok in g  daughter to  the  
travelling agent o f  the tow n  
b rothel ow n er , so th a t the rest o f  
the fam ily  w ou ld  survive, since  
the landlord w an ted  the same 
ren t, fam ine or n o  fam ine.

ONLY PEASANTS
O n ce, a t a rally in W ellington  

against partic ipation  in  the  
V ie tn a m  War, I heard a 
V ietn am ese girl stu d en t get up 
and speak. Her sin cerity , her fire 
and b eauty  and partisanship, and  
above all her courage in a 
sem i-h ostile  group in the m iddle  
o f  a cou n try  w hich  has never been  
kind to fo re ig n ers-  these things 
m oved  m y heart to  a strong  
sym p ath y . She spoke w ith  passion  
about the m em bers d f  her fam ily  
w h o  were in their graves after  
b attle  w ith  the V ie tco n g , and  
urged us to  change cur a ttitu de . 
But she un w ittin g ly  sp o ilt her 
speech  by con clu d in g  w ith  the  
w o r d s - “w h o  are th e  V ietcon g  
anyw ay? T h ey  ar« on ly  m ud  
farm ers” .

Her brothers had n o t died in 
fam in e. N eith er she nor her sisters 
w ou ld  have to  w ork in a brothel.

I am n o t a politica l m an, at 
lea st n o t  in any narrow sense. I 
can see  clearly enough  that 
G o v e r n m e n t  by a group, 
d om in ated  by V ie tco n g  e lem en ts , 
w ill tend to  a n ew  socia l and  
p o litica l p ow er  structure w ith  
n ew  dangers o f  en forced  servility . 
Y et the m ud farmers o f  the world

are carrying guns now  and 
planting b om b s in restaurants, 
and, w here th ey  have control, 
em p ty in g  the death  h ou ses and 
the brothels. May G od  give them 
courage in their dying! We have 
n o  right to  intervene against 
them . It is tim e w e g o t  to  work to 
set our ow n h ou se in order, 
b efore the d isp ossessed  o f  our 
ow n  cou n try  start carrying guns 
in the street.

Baxter . . . we are prostituting a people

Apologies
NOTICE OF APOLOGIES 

ONE
In ‘Craccum’ Volume 45, Issue 6, accusations were 

levelled in my Editorial, against certain members of the 
University Senate. While the principle stated within that 
Editorial cannot be retracted, that o f this University’s 
incompetence to judge any person by his ‘character’, I must 
indicate that I wrongly accused a member o f the Senate, o f  
participating in such incompetence.

The Professor of Chemical And Materials Engineering, in 
no way raised or supported the judgement of ‘character’ that 
was put forward by the Senate.

My accusation was erroneous, founded on insufficient 
evidence, and is hereby retracted with apologies offered.

TWO
In that same Editorial, I also imputed an incompetence to 

the Dean of Law. Because of the circumstances o f the case 
which have since revealed themselves, I can no longer impute, 
such to him, and must here also, retract and apologize.

THREE
I still feel however, that Senate discussed the matter 

concerned with insufficient objectivity and that the 
judgement, based on ‘character’, defied all the ideals which 
this academy ostensibly espouses. The principle I outlined is 
not retracted nor apologized for.

BUY YOUR COPY OF 
CHAIRMAN MAO’S ‘LITTLE RED BOOK’

FROM

progressive books
DARBY STREET 

HELP US OUTSELL JESUS

Dear Mr C han,
^ ^ T h e  U niversity  is o f  the  
o p in ion  that it m ay have suffered  
a great deal o f  dam age b y  the 
p u b lication  o f  you r  article on  Mr 
C olin  A rlyn  L um . A t the tim e o f  
you r p u b lica tion , the m atter  was 
b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  by the  
U niversity  in C om m ittee . A s your  
p u b l ic a t io n  con ta ined  grave 
in accu racies, w e m ake form al 
req u est th at you  publish  in full, 
and o n ly  in fu ll, the fo llow in g  
s t a te m e n t  w h ich  has been  
au th orised  by the U n iversity :

P ub lic ity  arising from  the 
ap p lication  by a stu d en t to  
transfer from  th e  U niversity o f  
O tago to the U niversity o f  
A u ckland  has b een  brought to  the  
a tten tio n  o f  the C ouncil w hich  
m akes th e  fo llo w in g  statem ent:

A m on g th e  m easures w hich  
the C ouncil has b een  forced  to 
take to  regulate the num ber o f  
stu d en ts w h ich  can b e accepted  
for en ro lm en t has b een  one to  
r e s t r i c t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
undergraduates from  o th er N ew  
Z ealand U niversities in certain  
facu lties  in clu d in g  the F acu lty  o f  
A r t s .  U n d e r  th e  relevant 
U n i v e r s i t y  R egu lation  such  
transfers are n o w  granted o n ly  i f  
t h e r e  a r e  “ c o m p e l l i n g  
circu m stan ces” , and  n o tice  o f  th is  
restr ic tion  on  the transfer o f  
stu d en ts w as sent, b efore the end  
o f  th e  1 9 7 0  academ ic year, to  all 
oth er  N ew  Zealand U niversities 
for the in form ation  o f  their  
stu d en ts. The R egu lation  is 
published  in fu ll in the U niversity  
Calendar.

S u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  t h i s  
n o tifica tio n  to  other N ew  Zealand  
U niversities, a stu d en t o f  O tago  
U niversity  applied  to  transfer to  
the U niversity  o f  A u ck lan d  to 
co m p le te  h is cou rse for th e  degree  
o f  B achelor o f  A rts. In term s o f  
the regu lation  h e w as asked to  
p r o v id e  e v i d e n c e  o f  his 
“ com p ellin g  circu m stan ces” to  
j u s t i f y  a d m is s io n  to this

U niversity . He gave tw o  reasons 
w h ich , on  exam in ation , proved to 
be u n fou n d ed . He established no 
oth er  reasons to  satisfy the 
C ouncil th at there w ere, in his 
case, com p ellin g  reasons to justify 
his adm ission  to  th e  University of 
A uckland  and accordingly his 
application  was declin ed .

D.W. Pullar 
Academic Registrar

•  D ear Mr Pullar,
I thank y o u  for you r letter 

and the concern  o f  th e  University 
C ou n cil, a lthough  I m ust point 
o u t th at you  can n ot ‘formally 
req u est’ m e to  print anything at 
all. The circum stances o f  the 
particular case h ow ever, are quite 
ou tstand in g , and w ere n o t known 
to  m y se lf , or  fu lly  know n to 
oth er m em bers o f  th is University. 
A s far as Mr L um ’s case is 
con cern ed , I can n ot help  but feel 
that C ouncil heaved a sigh of 
re lie f that it had foun d  new 
in form ation  to  ex c lu d e  Mr Lum 
on  grounds less co n ten tio u s than 
th o se  o f  ‘character’. While 1 
appreciate th at th is University 
m ust take n o te  o f  its  swelling 
p op u la tion , I suggest th at it is not 
necessary to  dem and ‘compelling 
circum stances’ from  an individual 
requesting en ro llm en t in a course 
n ot overly p o p u la ted . English III 
A d d ition al is by n o  means
o v e r - c r o w d e d , and by its 
specialized  nature, tends to
attract o n ly  h ith er to  successful 
stu d en ts , gen u in ely  concerned 
w ith  literature and language.

I m ust n o te , Mr Pullar, the 
d e t a c h e d  a ir  w ith  which
U niversity  G overn m en t surrounds 
i t s e l f .  U n i v e r s i t y  C ouncil 
m em bers are n o t fam iliar with 
stu d en t feeling  on  cam pus, nor do 
th ey  seem  particularly desirous of 
so fam iliarizing them selves.

Yours faithfully, 
Stephen Chan
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Chemical destruction of South
Vipf NamThis article focuses on just one aspect of U.S. policy in Vietnam: chemical destruction of plant life. | l ^ y  ^  ^ 1 1 .  i l l

Compared with the better-known means of waging war there, such as machine-gunning and bombing, 
this may not seem very important, at first sight. But in fact this method of warfare has done and will do a 
lot of harm to the Vietnamese. A careful study of the details reveals much about the aims and effects of 
the U.S. government’s policy. Also, this aspect of the war should be of special concern to New Zealanders, 
for reasons discussed below.

Over five million acres1,6,15 of South Vietnam has now 
been heavily sprayed with plant-killing chemicals. This is the 
U.S. military’s own figure. It represents 12% of the total area 
of S. Vietnam. The U.S. Department of Defence (sic) 
commandeered the entire U.S. production2 of the main 
plant-killers 2,4—D and 2 ,4,5-T , in 1967 and 1968. In July 
1967 it was announced that contracts totalling U.S. 
$57,690,000 had been awarded for the coming year’s supply 
to die U.S. military of chemicals for destroying crops and 
other plants. For the following year, this expenditure was 
estimated 3 at U.S. $70,800,000. Even the mighty U.S. 
chemical industry was unable to fulfil the military demand.2 • 
In mid—1967, N.Z. newspapers published suggestions that 
the New Plymouth firm of Ivon Watkins—Dow was supplying 
plant-killing chemicals for the war. We will return to this 
point later. To date the U.S. has dropped on Vietnam 6 
pounds of plant-killers for every man, woman and child4 . 
One American squadron which works full-time at this is 
unofficially named “Ranch Hand”; its motto ’ is “Only 
You Can Prevent Forests” .

Official U .S . sta tem ents have alw ays em phasised the im age o f  
“defoliation” (rem oval o f  leaves), w h ich  is pictured as a m ere  
defensive m easure, den yin g  en em y sold iers the cover o f  the jungle. 
But the U .S . m ilitary them selves ad m it5 ,6  th at before 1 9 7 0  th ey  had  
sprayed plant-killers on  a t least 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  acres o f  S. V ietnam ese crops. 
This represents 7% o f  the to ta l acreage under in tensive cu ltivation . 
Other estim ates^ give even  m ore d iscon certin g  figures. M any d ifferen t  
crops have suffered^ ■$$', n o ta b ly , S. V ietnam  used  to  exp ort rice b ut  
more recently has b een  im porting it ,  m ainly  from  the U .S .A .

Previous wars have sh ow n  th at w h en  fo o d  is in  short supply it  is  
civilians, n o t troop s, w h o  suffer m o st. Dr Jean M ayer, P rofessor o f  
Nutrition at Harvard and a n o ted  o ffic ia l adviser to  the W orld H ealth  
Organisation and the U .S . G overn m en t, has m ade a scholarly  
study^.lO 0 f  starvation in this and other wars. He con clu d es that 
destruction o f  crops is n o t even  m ilitarily  u sefu l. It w ill strike first 
and hardest at ch ildren , the e ld er ly , and pregnant and nursing w om en ;  
last at adult m ales, and least o f  all at sold iers. T he m ain e ffe c t  w ill b e  
to add to  a f lo w  o f  refugees already far b ey o n d  the cap acity  o f  the  
programme to  care for them . (A lth ou gh  reliable figures on  refugees in 
Indo-China are hard to  g e t, there certa in ly  are m illion s.)

, BIRTH DEFECTS
It has o ften  b een  claim ed b y  m anufacturers and users o f  2 ,4 - D  

and 2 ,4 ,5 - T  that these chem icals d o  n o t  d irectly  harm hum ans. N ew s  
leaks in O ctob er 1 9 6 9  forced  the U .S . governm ent to  release  
reports* 1 o f  stu d ies d on e for it  in 1 9 6 5 - 6 6 ,  show ing that laboratory  
animals given d oses o f  com m ercia l 2 ,4 ,5 - T  eq u iva len t o n  a w eigh t  
basis to a few  thou san d th s o f  an o u n ce  in a hum an bore 39% 
deformed offspring. The e ffe c t  on  hum ans has n o t b een  m easured  
directly; it m ight b e less than these exp erim en ts on  rats and m ice  
would in d icate . But on the o th er h an d , it  m ight b e greater. For  
example, thalid om id e is  5 0 -7 0 0  tim es m ore harm ful to  hum an  
foetuses than to  th ose  o f  som e o th er m am m als. During th e  tim e that 
these research results w ere suppressed , m illion s o f  pou n d s o f  2 ,4 ,5 - T  
had been dropped  on  V ietn am ; considerable am oun ts had also  b een  
spread about the U .S .A . and N .Z .! During th is sam e p eriod , to o ,  
several Saigon new spapers had reported  increased m onster b irths in  
sprayed areas, and had suggested there m ight b e a causal con n ectio n . 
Perhaps th is w as a reason w h y th ese papers w ere later shut d ow n  b y  
the Saigon gov ern m en t* 2 .. S cien tists have calculated  **>*3 that  
Vietnamese w o m en  cou ld  be d osed  b y  the A m ericans’ aerial spraying  
with 2 ,4 ,5 - T  to  an e x te n t  com parable w ith  the d oses given to the rats 
and m ice in th e  exp erim en ts. Later it w as fou n d  that one o f  the  
impurities in the 2 ,4 ,5 - T  w as an en orm ou sly  p o ten t cause o f  fo e ta l  
deformities. T he con cen tra tion  o f  th is im purity  in  currently-produced
2 .4 .5 - T is m uch  low er, b u t still sign ificant. In  any case, U .S . 
government scien tists have show n that even  sp ec ia lly -p u r ified
2 .4 .5 - T is itse lf  a danger in th is resp ect.

In April 1 9 7 0  the U .S . D ep artm ent o f  D efen se  an n ounced  a ban on  
the use o f  2 ,4 ,5 - T  in V ietn am , because o f  the danger o f  fo e ta l  
deformities. But hundreds o f  acres o f  farm land in V ietn am  have 
continued to  b e  sprayed (TIM E, 2 N o v ., 1 9 7 0 ).

LONG-TERM ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS
Apart from  the im m ediate destru ction  o f  crops and possib le  

maiming o f  b ab ies, there are serious p ossib ilities th a t for m any years 
to come the cou n trysid e w ill be less able to  feed  the V ietnam ese  
people. A m erican z o o lo g ists  have fou n d  th a t bird life  is a lm ost absent 
from defo lia ted  m angrove f o r e s t s ^ .  S om e forests sprayed as early as 
1961 have still show n n o  signs o f  recovery^ . P lants sprayed w ith  
2,4-D m ay accum ulate en ou gh  nitrate to harm anim als w hich  ea t  
them*4. A lthou gh  destru ction  o f  crops, w hich  has been  carried ou t  
on a large scale, is m ore d irectly  harm ful to  civilians, it  is fair to  p o in t  
out that th e  p lant-k illing cam paign has concen trated  on  forests. B ut 
New Zealanders shou ld  be the last p eop le  to  believe claim s b y  the 
U.S. m ilitary and the d efo lian t m anufacturers that d efo lia tio n  o f  
forests m erely den ies cover to  en em y sold iers. We k n ow  o n ly  to o  w ell 
that damage to  our co u n try ’s forests (b y  deer and op ossu m s) has cost  
us millions. S om e o f  the ty p es o f  d e fo lia n t spread in  V ietnam  are very 
persistant* 5 ,1 6 ;  b u t even  after th e  con cen tra tion  o f  plant-killers in 
the water and so il has decreased , there is h o  guarantee that desirable  
species w ill re-co lon ize  th e  area. P ests such  as giant b am b oo  m ake  
take over. M any rivers and canals in V ietn am  have b een  stripped o f  
their border vegetation ; th is m ay decrease th e  supply  o f  eco n o m ica lly  
important fish and sh ellfish *4 . C h lorop h en ols produced by natural 
degradation o f  2 ,4 - D  and 2 ,4 ,5 - T  m ay m ake w ater unpalatable to  
stock w hen present in con cen tra tion s as lo w  as on e part per thousand  
million * 5 -. T hese substances cou ld  a lso  k ill soil m icrob es, 
contributing in d irectly  to  e ro s io n * 5.

Perhaps the w orst o f  th e  possib le  long-term  e ffe c ts  is the aw fu l 
prospect th at so il m ay  b eco m e perm an en tly  useless. F rom  30%. to  
50% o f  V ietn am ese so ils5 ,*7  are o f  a ty p e  w h ich  can turn in to  a 
brick-like substance k n o w n  as la terite , i f  they  are deprived o f  the  
organic covering w hich  p ro tects  them  from  severe w eathering. The  
potential for la terization  . is  greatest in soil w hich  w as already  
disturbed b efore the p lants w ere k illed . C ropland, as w ell as b om b ed  
and bu lldozed  areas, fa lls in to  th is category. T he perm anence o f

laterite is w ell illustrated  b y  the fam ou s tem p les at A ngkor in  
C am bodia. These are m ade prim arily o f  la terite  and have lasted  nearly  
a thbusand  years. O b v iou sly , lahd w h ich  has b een  turned in to  this 
brick-like substance is  n o t  the b est for  agriculture! We d o  n o t  k n ow  
h ow  m uch  o f  V ietnam  w ill be ruined in this w a y , b u t the danger o f  it  
co n stitu tes y e t  another reason against th e  w h olesa le  killing o f  p lant 
life .

Dr Mann spent the latter half of the ‘60s studying 
chemistry and biochemistry in the U.S.A. He is a 
lecturer in Biochemistry at the University of 
Auckland.

RELEVANCE TO NEW ZEALANDERS
1. M ost o f  us b elieve as w e ’ve b een  to ld  that N orth  V ietnam  

invaded S. V ietnam  w hich  then  asked us to  help  her d efen d  herself. 
Our m ass m edia  have con sisten tly  stressed th e  claim  th a t the purpose  
o f  th e  U .S .A . (and N .Z .)  in  sending tro o p s w a s .to  p ro tec t  the p eop le  
o f  S. V ietn am .

But the truth  is th a t, even  using the U .S . govern m en t’s ow n  
sta tem en ts, an yon e w h o  cares to  delve w ill find  that the A m ericans’ 
action s ca n n o t p ossib ly  be p ro tectin g  th e  V ietn am ese. T his is seen  to  
be the case w ith  a num ber o f  h ig h -lev e l U .S . p o lic ies. T he m ore  
spectacu larones like the indiscrim inate bom b in g  are better  k n ow n . T o  
kill p lants m ay seem  relatively  in n o cu o u s, b u t is in fact another  
im portant exam p le o f  a practice w h ich  m ust hurt far m ore civilians 
(especia lly  w om en  and ch ildren) than soldiers.

2. A s a rather m inor m atter , N ew  Zealanders shou ld  ponder on  
recent press reports o f  dam age to  crop s and p eop le  caused around the  
W aikato, R otorua and N orth land  b y  the spreading o f  on e or m ore o f  
the p lant-killers w h ich  have b een  used  in V ietn am .

3. S cores o f  n a tio n s includ ing N ew  Zealand (bu t n o t  the U .S .A .)  
ratified  th e  G eneva P ro to co l o f  1925  p roh ib iting  chem ical (and  
b io log ica l) w arfare. This treaty expressed  the w orld -w ide revulsion at 
the use o f  p o isoson  gases in W orld War I. W hile I am n o t suggesting  
that th e  le tter  o f  th is agreem ent has b een  broken  o ffic ia lly  b y  our  
troop s in V ietn am , there is ev id en ce th a t w e as a cou n try  have 
vio la ted  its sp irit, b y  con trib utin g  to  ch em ica l warfare. N .Z . press 
item s in  m id -1967  suggested that th e  N ew  P lym ou th  firm  o f  Ivon  
W a tk in s -D o w  w as su p p lyin g p lant-k illing chem icals for the war. It  
w as w id ely  b elieved  b y  w orkers in the com p an y  th a t this w as so , and  
that their b on u s derived in part from  th e  resulting p rofits. Mr 
H olyoak e w as, as usual, sim ply  n o t aware. Mr Len R eid  o f  the C ouncil 
on  V ietnam  w rote  to  the com p an y , asking w hether th e  rum our w as 
true. T h e rep ly  did n o t answ er the q u estion , but d id go to  som e  
length  in a ttem p t to  ju stify  the use o f  d efo lian ts in V ietnam  as 
b en efic ia l. (It is iron ic to  n o tic e  o n  the co m p a n y ’s letterhead th a t its  
telegraphic address is “ F ru itfu l” .)

Ivon W a tk in s -D o w  is 50% ow n ed  b y  the Am erican D ow  C hem ical 
C o ., w hich  is n o to r io u s for supplying d efo lia n ts and napalm  to  th e  
war. Have N ew  Zealanders been  m aking chem icals for th is p u rp ose, 
and are they n ow  doing so? I f  w e are, that w ou ld  seem  in com patib le  
w ith  th e  spirit o f  th e  p roh ib ition  on  chem ical warfare. In tw o  letters  
and on e in terv iew ,th e ch em icals m anager o f  Ivon  W a tk in s -D o w  has 
declined  to  answer th ese  q u estion s for m e. W hat is th e  truth?

4 . N ew  Z ealanders are n o t (so far as I k n o w ) taking part in the  
actual spreading o f  p lant-k illers in V ietn am . H ow ever, our present 
governm ent d oes actively  support the U .S . war. W hen w e realise that 
atrocities against civ ilians are n o t rare accid en ts b ut regular practices  
o f  the A m ericans in V ietn am , and th at the war can n ot possib ly  
b en efit  the V ietn am ese b u t is in fact destroy in g  them , should  w e n o t  
w ithdraw  from  the w ar-at o n ce , and d en o u ce  it? Every citizen  should  
investigate the facts o f  th e  Indo-C hina war fairly and d isp assion ate ly . 
S cien tists have a special d u ty  to  b e ob jective in find in g the facts on  
tech n ica l issues such as the e f fe c ts  o f  p lant-killers. E m o tio n  m ust n o t  
bias such in vestigation s. B ut w h en  facts such as th ose  I have q u oted

here have b een  b rought to  ligh t, it  is in m y op in ion  irresponsib le to  
rem ain thereafter  m orally  d isin terested . Here is the heart o f  the  
m atter: w e are in  e f fe c t  saying to  th e  V ietn am ese “ I f  w e  le ft  you  
alone to  run you r ow n cou n try , y o u ’d probably e lec t som e sort o f  
C om m u n ist govern m en t; therefore w e ’re going to  k ill y o u , to  stop  
th is .”  I f  our p resen t leaders fee l that th e y  them selves w o u ld  rather be  
dead than R ed , th a t’s their business; b u t th ey  m ake that d ec is ion  fo r  
others, and then  k ill th em . T his is surely w ick ed .

I f  y o u  w an t to  do som eth in g  ab out th is , w rite to  you r  M.P. 
(Parliam ent Build ings, W ellin gton ). H e or she d oes care w hat you  
think.

, * * *

APPENDIX: TECHNICAL DETAILS
The m ain p lant-k illing ch em ica l d ropped  on  V ietnam  is m ixed  

2 ,4 - D  and 2 ,4 ,5 —T , generally  e ffectiv e  on fo rest, brush and 
broad-leaved crops. Longer-term  con tro l is achieved  w ith  “A gen t  
W hite” , a m ixtu re o f  tri-isopropanolam ine salts o f  2 ,4 - D  and  
picloram  (D o w ’s “T o rd o n ” ) , a very persistent co m p o u n d  w h ich  is  n ot  
approved for use in the cu ltiva tion  o f  an y  A m erican crop .5 . “ A gen t  
B lu e” is esp ec ia lly  g o o d  at k illing  grasses such as rice. Its active  
principle is ca co d y lic  acid; th is co m p o u n d  is 54% arsenic.
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Dave’s Desk
One of my dreams has been to hire out the Civic Theatre 

and recreate the amazing vaudeville atmosphere of 
yesteryear. Apparently silent movies used to be preceded by 
a ‘flesh and blood’ variety show, the last remnant being the 
Civic organ, which was removed several years ago.

We approached the m anager o f  th e  Civic som e tim e ago, but the  
figure o f  $ 1 ,0 0 0  w as to o  m uch for us to  cover, so  w e had to  forget 
about th e  idea for a w hile.

Earlier th is year I heard that the Arts Centre p lanned to  h o ld  their 
ow n  Arts Festival later in the year, so I go t in tou ch  w ith  Jim  
Steven son , head o f  the N ew  Zealand U niversities A rts C ouncil 
(N Z U A C ), w h o as very k een , and prom ised  m e $ 5 0 0 . Bruce Kirkland  
and I sold  the idea to  A m algam ated  T heatres and last Friday w e  
finally  w ere given perm ission  to  go  ahead . We w ere unable to  get the  
theatre for a F riday, S aturday, or Sunday so  w e  have b o o k ed  it  for  
either the 5 th  or 6 th  o f  July (M onday or T u esd ay). The C ivic h o ld s  
2 0 0 0  p eop le , and if  w e  can obtain  a grant from  the A uckland  
C entenary C om m ittee  w e w ill charge $ 1 .0 0  a head.

The Civic is th e  perfect place to  h o ld  such a sh ow , the atm osphere  
is appropriate. We in tend  to op en  w ith  an hour o f  vaudeville  sh ow  
featuring m agicians, jugglers, chorus girls, trick cyclists , lu n ch tim e  
enterta in m en t bands and other n ovelties. T iny T h o m p so n , the 22  
ston e singing b lack sm ith , and a personal friend o f  the organisers will 
sing The m an on the fly in g  trapesc in purple tights; and fo llow in g  the 
show  a Marx Brothers m ovie w ill be sh ow n . It shou ld  be a g ood  do; 1 
w ill let you  know  h ow  things are go in g , from  tim e to  tim e.

1 w ould  like to  m ake a few  co m m en ts on  Capping: firstly , I think  
there is a place for capp ing, n o t as a b eery , to ile t-h u m ou r, old  hat, 
student prank sty le thing, but m ore as a cultural-based n on-stop  
carnival, w hich  should  em phasise stu d en ts d o in g  things togeth er , 
rather than show ing the public h ow  fu n n y  th ey  are. If w e m ust have a 
procesh , h ow  ab ou t som eth ing  relevant rather than the sam e 
cliche-ridden old sh it, w h ich  w e see every year. O ne s tu d en t, R eg  
N ich olls, p lanned to  build  1 0 0 0  co ffin s  for th is year’s procesh , as a 
p rotest against the V ietnam  War, but th is has b een  severely rubbished  
because the Capping C ontroller w o n ’t give him  any cardboard. What a 
p ity , for Reg has a lo t o f  support, and his im agination  w as a refreshing  
change to  the dull pricks o n  capping co m m ittee , w h o  every year get  
all 'hung up’ over M assey U niversity selling their capping b o o k  in 
A u ck la n d -K ev a n  Flail, C apping C ontroller, w as pissed o f f  that n o-one  

.w en t dow n tow n and bashed up the M assey sellers, but personally 1 
adm ire the w ay that M assey stu d en ts travel all over the country  to  sell 
their b o o k s. G ood  on them ! It m akes y o u  w on d er w hy A uckland  
d o esn ’t sell in Palm erston N orth d o esn ’t it? T w o w eek s ago sellers 
from  C anterbury took  thousands o f  C anterbury’s 1 9 7 0  Capping  
b o o k , over-printed w ith  “ M assquerade” and sold them  in Palm erston  
N orth . This is m uch m ore e ffe c tiv e  reta liation  ( if  we m ust reta lia te)  
than bashing up in n o cen t M assey sellers. (While w e ’re on the subject 
o f  capping b o o k s, be sure to  read the special review /preview  o f  the  
1971 b o o k , elsew here in this co lu m n ).

I hope first year stu d en ts w o n ’t ex p ec t  to o  m uch from  C apping, 
and 1 w ou ld  hate an yon e to be d isap p oin ted . A lthough  th is U niversity  
has grow n o u t o f  the o ld  “ chunder gu ts” days, no capping con tro ller  
has seen this. T hey call up on  stu d en ts fo r  id eas, and every year som e  
bright spark suggests p u tting soap p ow d er in the fountain  (fair g o ! — I 
was u n officia l stunts con tro ller  one year, u n offic ia l because the ex ec  
w o u ld n ’t ratify m e, and three peop le  cam e up to m e and suggested  
th is!!) Well i f  y o u  arc a real “ shit-stirrer”  w h y  n o t try m y variation: 
filling a foun ta in  up w ith  turds, urine, and to ile t  paper. T his m ust be 
the u ltim ate “ stu n t” , and is guaranteed to  cause qu ite a stink .

T h at’s all for this w eek , ex cep t that I have several records left up  
in the com m on -room s, in m y possession . O w ners m ay claim  them  
from  m e.

PRESIDENT DAVE NEUMEGEN
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apping M iscellany
AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY ARTS CENTRE 

CENTENNIAL CULTURAL FESTIVAL
During the w eek  o f  Capping (May 3 - 8 )  the Cultural S o c ie tie s  o f  

the U niversity w ill be presenting com b ined  activ ities at the Arts 
C entre, 24  G rafton  R oad.

We h op e our sm all A rts Festival w ill provide som e re lie f from  the  
m ore irrelevant b an alities o f  Capping W eek. We also in tend  them  as 
one con tr ib u tion  to  the C ity o f  A uckland C entenn ial.

The daily program m e from  9 a.m . to  6 p .m . will in d lud e recorded  
m usic, film s, p h otography and painting ex h ib itio n s . We h op e that 
peop le  w ill bring their ow n records. There w ill be a se lection  o f  nearly  
one hundred film s (both  features and sh orts).

M onday 3rd
B lue/Jazz C on cert 8 .0 0

T u esd ay , 4 th
F olk  C oncert 8 .0 0

W ednesday 5th
Panel D iscussion  o f  F ive Easy P ieces 6 .0 0
Living T heatre C en ten n ia l P roduction 8 .0 0
Louissana Story (R . F lah erty) 1 0 .0 0

T hursday, 6 th
Living Theatre C en ten n ia l P roduction 8 .0 0
D ance Piece 1 0 .0 0
B attleship P otem k in  
Ivan the Terrible

10.15

F r id a y ,7th
Living Theatre C en ten n ia l Prod. 8 .0 0
Peter the F irst (V . P etrov) 1 0 .0 0
Lenin in P oland  (S . G u k etv itch )

On M onday W ednesday and F riday, at 2 .3 0  there w ill be a p laying  
o f  the R oyal Shakespeare P roduction  o f  “ M arat/Sadc” .

A m on g the film s available to be show n (on  request) are: The 
G rasshopper, P otem k in , Marcel Marceau, Several A m erican  
U ndergorund film s, Begone Dull Care, B link ity  B lank, Short and 
S u ite , S n ow .

COME ALONG AND SEE AND HEAR
Additions or alterations to programme will be posted on 

Arts Centre Notice Board outside the University Bookshop.

T H U R S D A Y , APRIL 29 : Capping M agazine sales.
F R ID A Y  A PR IL 30: Capping M agazine Sales.

Free U niversity  I: St Pauls C rypt. T op ic  Man and h is  Environment, 
Speakers: Dr U nderh ill, Prof. Spedding, Mr Frank L ow , Mr Brian 
C o ffe y , Dr J. B row n, Prof. M orton , Peter Melser and Mike Ansten.On 
leg isla tion  to prevent p o llu t io n - th e  M ayor. O n Environmental 
H a rm o n y -D r  M acD onald and Dr Fraser.

Capping D ance in the C aff.
S A T U R D A Y  M AY 1: F ilm  F e s t iv a l-8 .0 0  pm  L .L .T . Dr Strangelove, 
3 0 c  A d m ission .
S U N D A Y  M A Y  2: Crippled Children and O rphans Garden Party. 
M O N D A Y  M AY 3: A u ck sford  U nion D ebate: T op ic  T hat wom en are 
a fr ivo lous sideline to  the U niversity and sh ou ld  be kept ou t of all 
serious affairs. Speakers: Mr G. N ew so m , Sir D ove-M yer Robinson, 
S tep h en  C han, Prof. R eid , D ean  R ym er and Tim  Shadbolt.

Free U niversity II: St Pauls C rypt. T opic: P o litics in N ew  Zealand, 
In trod u ction  to  the tw o  party system . Speakers include Shadbolt 
B assett, G ill, Gair.

Free dance and film s in the C aff 9 .0 0  pm .
Film  F estival L .L .T . 8 .0 0  pm  R o m eo  and Ju liet.

T U E SD A Y  M A Y  4: Boat R ace 1 1 .0 0  am . Car^and scoo ter  rally to 
D evon p ort. Ferry available to  fo llo w  the boats.

Free U niversity  III T op ic: T he R ights o f  the Individual. Speakers 
include: Dr A . M cN aughton, Pat H oh ep a , ’Jon ath on  H u n t, Brian 
B rooks.

Film  F estival L .L .T . 8 .0 0  pm . T he Paw nbroker.
W E D N ESD A Y  M AY 5: Free U niversity  IV Topic: R elig ion  and Man, 
Speakers in clude: R ev R ob  M cC ullough, F ather O ’Sullivan, Stephen 
C han, Dr G raham e Jack son , Rev D r R ob ert T h om p son , Rabbi Tovlor. 
A com parative study o f  d ifferen t religions. Dr Jackson on  primitive 
relig ions, Dr Q uigley on P hilosop hy  or needs o f  m an for religion. 

Film  Festival L .L .T . 8 .0 0  pm T h e Kid and Laurel and H ardy. 
Harbour Cruise S ocia l 7 .3 0  pm  from  the Ferry Build ings. $2.00 

single and $ 4 .0 0  dou b le .
T H U R S D A Y  M AY 6: Procesh 1 2 .0 0  n o o n . O pening C erem ony to 
fo llo w .

Charity C o llectio n .
A u tum n  Fair.
F ilm  F estival L .L .T . 8 .0 0  pm . T h e G raduate.

F R ID A Y  M AY 7: G raduation  C erem ony.
Grad Ball 8 .0 0  pm at the Peter Pan $ 1 0 .0 0  dou b le .
F ilm  F estival L.L .T . 8 .0 0  pm .

S A T U R D A Y  M AY 8: U niversity C hoir in the T ow n Hall 8 .0 0  pm. 
Film  F estival L .L .T . 8 .0 0  pm . In the H eat o f  the N ight.
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Sth East A sia
MIKE STENSON

The headlines have looked decisive enough; an infantry company and a 26 man SAS Squadron 
withdrawn in 1970, the artillery battery to be withdrawn in May 1971. Only 264 New Zealand 
servicemen will be left after May and we have been implicitly led to believe that their withdrawal is only 
a matter of time—a few months or perhaps a year at the outside.

But the infantrymen have not and will not be 
permanently withdrawn and stationed in New Zealand. They 
will be redeployed to Singapore—Malaysia on a rotational 
basis. It was from Singapore that they were despatched to 
Vietnam; it is to Singapore that they will eventually return 
on overseas service. And it is in Singapwe—Malaysia, not 
Vietnam, that the future pattern of New Zealand defence 
strategy in Southeast Asia is being determined.

On the face o f  it , the Singapore co m m itm en t as part o f  a five  
power d efen ce agreem ent is in fin ite ly  preferable to  that in V ietn am . 
The ob jects are o ffic ia lly  d efin ed  as the en couragem ent o f  stab ility  
and regional coop eration ; the b ogu s antith esis o f  com m u n ism  and  
democracy has b een  q u ietly  relegated  to  the background. T he m ilitary  
presence has b een  requested  b y  the tw o  A sian govern m en ts con cern ed  
and non e o f  their im m ed iate neighbours has p ro tested . B oth  
governments are in fin ite ly  superior in term s o f  adm inistrative  
efficiency and popular support to  that o f  S ou th  V ietn am . The tro o p s’ 
function is at present deterrent and d ip lom atic  rather than active. The  
claim that w e are thu s expressing our id en tifica tion  w ith  th e  basic  
problems and fa te  o f  part o f  Sou th east A sia is credib le en ou gh  to  
warrant closer exam in ation .

D iplom atic rationales for  the m ilitary com m itm en t are 
superficially very reasonable . D ip lom ats, as d istin ct from  p o litican s, 
privately exp ress the b e lie f  and h op e that the troop s w ill never again  
be used on  active d u ty . Their ro le , th ey  say, is to  act as a tem porary  
(how tem porary th ey  refuse to  say) cata lyst for m ilitary coop eration  
between M alaysia and S ingapore. W ithout the presence o f  outsiders, it 
is argued, M alaysia and Singapore cou ld  never coop era te  on  m ilitary  
matters. D iscussion s w ould  en d  up as ey eb a ll to  eyeb all 
confrontations probably  leading to  exaggerated  su sp icions and  
military esca lation .

The d ip lom ats m ay be right. W ithout having participated  in such  
conferences it  is virtually  im possib le  to  te ll, but the recent d ecision  to  
split M alaysia Singapore A irlines ind icates the d ifficu lties  o f  
cooperation b e tw een  the tw o  step-children  o f  British colon ia lism .

QUESTIONS
N evertheless w e are en titled  to  ask a few  q u estion s. H ow  long is 

the m ediation to  last? Is it in fact check ing m ilitary escalation? Is the  
defence o f  M alaysia-Singapore gen u in ely  indivisible? Is there n ot a 
possibility th at th e  troop s w ill b e drawn in to  m ilitary con flic t?  Are 
the d ip lom ats’ aim s those o f  th e  arm ed forces or o f  the politicians?  
Are the d ip lom ats in e ffec tiv e  con tro l o f  foreign  po licy?  Is the  
encouragement o f  stab ility  by m eans o f  a m ilitary presence the m ost 
appropriate goal o f  N ew  Zealand foreign  policy?

Lee Kuan Y ew  ta lks in term s o f  5 years, others o f  an interim  
period u ntil a great pow er guarantee can be arranged. N ew  Zealand  
officials and p o litic ian s, h ow ever, seem  co n ten t w ith  the reply that w e  
will stay as long as w e are w anted  and leave w hen  w e are asked . N o  
timetable for the co m p letio n  o f  training for th e  M alaysian and  
Singaporean forces has b een  prepared. N o  suggestions seem  to have 
been m ade th at if  th e  tw o  cou n tr ies can n ot coop erate  w ith in  another  
two or three years there is n oth in g  further that the A N Z U K S can  
usefully d o  to  assist. T he im p lica tion s o f  such a ttitu d es for a country  
which allegedly w ish es to  ‘help  shape ev en ts’ are extraordinary to  say  
the least. The M alaysians and Singaporeans are le ft  to  call the tune  
while w e pay the piper. Is th is ev id en ce o f  su scep tib ility  to  Asian  
sensitivities or is it  an in d ication  o f  the absence o f  real p o licy?

NOT CHECKED
M eanwhile the exp an sion  o f  ground forces in M alaysia and  

Singapore has certa in ly  n o t b een  ch eck ed . In b o th  cases th ey  are 
expanding w ith  u n p reced en ted  rap id ity . N avies and air forces are 
growing less rap id ly , m ain ly , it w ou ld  appear, for  lack o f  m on ey , 
technicians, p ilo ts  and captains. S o  far there has b een  n o  escalating  
response in neighbouring cou n tr ies y et th e  role o f  th e  A N Z U K  
presence as a deterrent to  arms esca lation  is du b iou s at b est. It h asn ’t 
actively p rom oted  esca lation  in the fash ion  o f  the M iddle East. Nor has 
it effectively h indered th e  trend.

That the d efen ce o f  M alaysia and Singapore is indivisible has 
become part o f  the con ven tion a l w isd om  o f  m ilitary planners. B ut  
when on e asks d efen ce  against w hat there is no rep ly . N o  challenge to  
their territorial in tegrity  is ex p ected  in  the near fu tu re. In the case o f  
Malaysia the exp an sion  o f  her arm ed forces w a s announced  
immediately after th e  M ay 1 9 6 9  rio ts and clearly relates to  internal 
unrest. A con tin u in g  d ecline in  M alaysian in terest in d efen ce  
cooperation has en su ed  since that tim e. T he support fo r  the A N Z U K  
arrangement n ow  co m es prim arily from  the Singaporeans and one  
detects here q u ite  d ifferen t interests. Singapore fears three  
possibilities; firstly , invasion from  M alaysia, seco n d ly , p o litica l or 
commercial b u lly in g  from  Indonesia  or M alaysia b ack ed  b y  the  
implicit threat o f  arm ed force and , th ird ly , the d om in ation  o f  her sea 
route life  lin es b y  one m ajor naval pow er. The A N Z U K  arrangem ent is 
regarded as n o  perm anent so lu tio n  to  th is p rob lem , at b est buying  
time for the d evelop m en t o f  an a ccep ted  regional balance o f  p ow er  
and preferably also the creation  o f  a great pow er con d om in iu m . 
Indivisible d efen ce  is a m isleading slogan. I f  the A N Z U K  forces have 
any role a t all it is to  deter M alaysia and In d onesia  and to  b u y  tim e  
for Singapore.

ASPIRATIONS
In this respect th e  Israeli analogy is unp leasan tly  appropriate. T he  

basic ingred ients o f  an im m igrant p op u lation  o f  d ifferen t racial sto ck , 
with a d istin ctive cu lture and a characteristica lly  im m igrant 
determination to  survive and prosper in  the m idst o f  m ore  
traditionalist and p o litica lly  u nstab le soc ie tie s  are all there. A s in the  
case o f  Israel, S ingapore’s aggressive se lf-con fid en ce  and rapid 
economic exp an sion  o ften  act m ore as an irritant than as a so lvent. 
The fundam ental q u estion  w hich  n eeds to  be asked is  w heth er the  
ANZUK presence encourages the Singaporeans to  adapt to  their 
milieu or w h eth er it engenders an unw arranted se lf  co n fid en ce  and 
blunts their sensitiv ities to  the attitu des and aspirations o f  their 
neighbours. I am in clin ed  to  th ink  th at it d o es the latter.

The dangers o f  th is  role sh ou ld  b e  readily apparent. The troop s  
may look  safe en ou gh  squatting in their barracks or p laying war gam es  
on the peninsula but in  the even t o f  co n flic t over w ater, fish ing, or  o il 
rights, n ot to  m en tion  racial v io len ce , it w ill be excep tio n a lly  d ifficu lt  
to isolate the A N Z U K  naval and air patrols and even  the infantry  
groups from  co n ta c t w ith  an aggressor. The M alacca Straits are to o

narrow: S ingapore is to o  sm all. I f  S ingapore is a ttack ed  or stages a 
pre-em ptive strike can the A N Z U K S sim ply cut and run? The  
p red icted  lo o sen ess o f  the n ew  5 p ow er agreem ent shou ld  reassure 
n o-on e . T h e p h ysica l presence is w hat cou n ts . A llies d o n ’t w ithdraw  
as soon  as their friends are a ttack ed . I f  th ey  com e in to  direct con tact  
w ith  an aggressor w ithdraw al is v irtually  im possib le .

We m ay h o p efu lly  assum e th at our d ip lom ats are m oderately  
w ell-in form ed , th a t their m eth o d s are relatively  sop h isticated  and that  
they  gen u in ely  aim  to  in duce regional sta b ility . But w hat ab ou t the  
arm ed forces? In their case, there is every reason to  b elieve that the  
recruiting advantages o f  overseas secon d m en t and the strategic value 
o f  forw ard d ep lo y m e n t and tropical training are o f  overriding  
im portan ce. T hus th e  freq u en t reference to  th e  K ota  T inggi jungle  
training sch o o l and th e  u n d isclosed  sum  w h ich  w e are to  pay in fees  
for its use. T he troop s are there in order to  be ready for action  and  
d ep lo y m en t to  any part o f  the region . Singapore w as chosen  as the  
n ew  headquarters base n o t  m erely because it seem ed m ore in ternally  
stable than M alaysia b u t because it is the m ajor regional 
com m u n ica tion s centre.

As for the p o litic ian s, it is readily apparent that a m ere handfu l 
have th e  sop h istica tion  o f  the d ip lom ats and that all are in flu en ced  by  
a random  associa tion  o f  traditional m ilitary links, th e  co n cep t o f  
forward d efen ce  (associa ted  w ith  fear o f  China as w ell as o f  
com m u n ism ), the idea o f  lo y a lty  to  C om m on w ealth  (even  soc ia list)  
neighbours, and gropings tow ards a n ew  rela tion sh ip  w ith  A sia. But 
the d ecision  itse lf  and the suppor it has received  from  Mr Kirk 
ind icate that past rela tion sh ip s con tin u e  to  d om in ate . Tbe n ew  verbal 
com m itm en ts are th o se  o f  eco n o m ic  d eyelop m en t, trade and  
ed u cation; the practical realities are still th o se  o f  a substantia l m ilitary  
presence b o th  in rela tion  to th e  to ta l size o f  our arm ed forces and to  
the to ta l value o f  our trade links w ith  M alaysia and Singapore. T hese  
attitu d es are all th e  m ore significant at a tim e w hen  p o litic ian s are 
establising m uch  m ore d irect links w ith  their A sian counterparts and  
are b ecom in g  less d ep en d en t on  o ffic ia l advice. The p o litic ian s w ill be  
m aking the crucial d ecision s.

GREATER RISKS
In short, th e  fu n ction  o f  th e  A N Z U K  presence is eq u ivoca l, view ed  

in d iffering lights b y  d ifferen t groups. But w e m ay con clu d e  qu ite  
d efin ite ly  th at the backing o f  d ip lom atic  goals b y  m eans o f  a 
coord in atin g  and deterrent m ilitary presence involves far greater risks 
than w e have b een  led  to  b elieve. M alaysia and In d on esia  are in a state  
o f  f lu x . Singapore is the ob ject o f  envy and racial an tagon ism , an  
irritant as w ell as th e  source o f  m odern ist ideas. M oreover, the  
perm anent presence dem onstrates the con tin u in g  in flu en ce o f  the  
co n cep t o f  forw ard d efen ce . T he object is a d m itted ly  preventive and  
n on -com b attan t a t p resent; the p o ten tia l is m anifestly  th at o f  active  
op eration s anyw here in S o u th east A sia.

A t b est the role is negative, b u ying  tim e un til the region ‘se ttles  
d o w n ’; at w orst it  is provocative, prolonging th at m isleading d ico to m y  
b etw een  th e  free or d em ocratic  and the unfree or com m u n ist sta tes o f  
Asia. A b ove all, it  fails to  deal w ith  the central issues o f  d irectly  
stim ulating soc ia l and eco n o m ic  change, o f  ch eck in g  p op u lation  
grow th , and o f  develop in g  m utually  b en efic ia l inter-relationships. 
M ilitary co m m itm en t is largely a on e w ay process. Trade, investm en t  
and ed u cational exch an ges involve tw o-w ay  in teraction . The tim e is 
surely ripe for V ietn am  m obilisers to  go  b ey o n d  agitating for m ilitary  
w ithdraw al and to  m ap th e  o u tlin es o f  a cam paign for active N ew  
Zealand in vo lvem en t in d evelop m en t and change n o t on ly  in 
Sou th east A sia-but also in  the nearer P acific Islands.

yes you can

The Poncho Bar made great headway, during the three weeks 
of the Easter Show dispelling the doubt that the male figure in 
all its butchness cannot wear a Poncho. Disbelievers were dared 
to try. Did, and were convinced. Daphne Calderwood and her 
team of crafts people wowed anyone, male or female, who were 
looking for original gear. What can compete with people who 
design and make the gear themselves, and then sell it at prices 
that are just plain fair? The Poncho Bar make gypsy gear, hand 
crocheted ponchos, men's corcheted waist jackets, midi and 
maxi jackets, and assorted other original gear. You can be the 
wearer of a Poncho for as little as $12.50. Original, hand made 
by people who care, and that's before the student discount of 
10%. Even if you don't want to buy anything, get along to the 
Poncho Bar, and breath in the non-commercial atmosphere. 
Aesthetically, whether you're in love with clothes, or otherwise, 
it's a relief.

PONCHO BAR
the tiny shop with the BIG reputation 

368 Karangahape Road
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A gentleman guarding our cenotaph 
from further scurrilous graffiti

Workers and a 
lunchtime war

P. BALDRY
AUCKLAND VIETNAM COMMITTEE

Ever felt that the surge o f activity created by organising a 
march down Queen St. on mobilisation days fizzled out well 
before the desire to “do something” had been quenched? We 
have a serious proposition to put to you. For several years 
now members of the Auckland Vietnam Committee have 
squelched onto building sites, braved the hazards of ship’s 
gangplanks, or what you will, and with skill hardly credible, 
have ferreted out lunchrooms wherever they may lie; all in 
order that we may raise the issue of Vietnam and aigue the
toss for half an hour while 
some cases not made any 
intrusion.

We have a few  tim es b een  
“ b alled ”  o f f  the jo b , a few  tim es  
left to  an o va tion  (ab so lu te ly  
true), but a lw ays w e have le ft  
satisfied  it w as n ot a w aste o f  
tim e.

We have learned a h e ll o f  a lo t  
about V ie tn a m , ab ou t that 
section  o f  th e  co m m u n ity  w h ich  
has no m eans o f  su stenance save 
the sale o f  its labour (I am  to ld  
that “ w ork ing-class” is a m ost  
hack n eyed  term ) and ab ou t  
ourselves. L o o k , it  really  is 
w orth w h ile , approach it  w ith  
h on esty  and the k n ow led ge  that 
you  d o n ’t k n ow  it  all and it  w ill 
m ean som eth in g  to  y o u . It w ill 
cost y o u  o n e  lu n ch hou r a w eek  or 
a m o n th , as y o u  w ill, b u t w e urge

workman ate their lunches, in 
the more digestible by our

y o u  to  co n ta c t  us at B ox  5 4 7 9  
and at least give it a g o . I f  you  
d ecid e to  venture in to  this 
activ ity  w ith o u t con tactin g  us, 
fin e , but I w ou ld  tim orou sly  
present y o u  w ith  o n e  th ou gh t for  
the w e e k .-W h ile  it cou ld  b e true 
that persons o f  a lo w  I.Q . enter  
on ly  the labouring classes (I 
m y se lf  fee l a n itw it can be foun d  
a n y w h ere),.it  is certa in ly  n o t  true 
th at all p ersons o f  a high I.Q . are 
n o t to be fou n d  in the labouring  
c la sse s -O r , in those fam ou s  
w ords o f  Mr M u ld oon ’s to  the  
u n eco n o m ic  farm er, “ D o n ’t be 
c o c k y .”  H ow ever, i f  y o u  d o  do it, 
and drop a n o te  to  B ox  5 4 7 9 , or  
p h on e 6 7 8 -5 7 0 , it w ill b e w orth  
it.

CRACCUM
TECHNICAL EDITOR

Applications are open for this position and those 
interested should apply to the Stud Ass Office before 
next Tuesday, May 4.

Students;
Ensure that you are enrolled on the City Council Roll 

(different from the National Electoral Roll). 
Local Body Elections are in October
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Support
T h e  A uckland U niversity  

S tu d en ts A ssocia tion  (Inc) w ould  
like to  ex ten d  their thanks for the 
su p p o r t  received  from  the  
fo llow in g  sponsored in the recent 
M ystery E nvelope A ppeal. In 
particular w e w ou ld  like to  thank  
Jam es Sanders A dvertising Ltd  
and L D .  N athans Ltd for their 
very generous assistance.

We w ould  also like to thank -
P r estig e  P rom otion s Ltd, 

L evene & C o. L td ., D uncan  
R ob ertson  L td , The Leather  
L o o k , S p ooners G allery, British  
O ffice  S u p plies L td , Park A venue  
R e s t a u r a n t ,  G r a f t o n   ̂ Oaks 
C ourtesy  Inn, .S p ecd o  Wash Gar 
V a l e t ,  K e r r i d g e  O d e o n  
C orporation , Tiki C o ffee  L ounge, 
Seven Seas C o ffee  L ounge, 
K aleuala H ealth  S tu d io s , B iro, Bic 
& G ollin  (N Z ) L td , B ette  Murray 
S h oe S a lon , C .H . L eighton  Ltd, 
A uckland C ity S to re , Civic 
A u t o m o t i v e  E lectrical, L eo  
O ’M alley L td , Price’s, Minal 
C offee  L ou n ge, H .M .V . R ecords, 
Joanne D rew  fig u r e  C lin ic, 
D anske M obler L td , N ew  Zealand  
S cen ic Tours Ltd , Japanese Bath  
H ou se, B urnett Jon es Ltd , The  
H ungry H orse, the H i-Fi C entre, 
M aitlands K nitw ear Ltd, Jennifer  
Julian , Innes Jew ellers, Market 
Road Services, Surfside Ballroom  
L td , A nglo  Engineering Ltd, The  
H ouse o f  B eauty , G eneral F oods  
C o r p o r a t io n ,  V iking H ealth  
S tu d ios , S h o e to w n , W atts Sports  
D ep o t Ltd , S teph en s Letrasct 
L td , W hitcom be & T om b s, F isher 
& Paykel L td , H is Lordships 
V au lt, O lym pic S tation ery  Ltd, 
U nited  Dry C leaners & Laundry, 
J o h n  B o l t o n  L td , M otor  
Specia lists L td , S tuart’s Pharmacy 
Ltd, Flair K nitw ear, H om edrinx, 
Furniture Craft L td , Wrigley S. 
L td , A uckland R ugby League 
Club In c., Tanner C ouch Ltd , 
Arthur Y ates L td , Chandris Lines 
N .Z . L td , Scrip to  Pens Ltd .

W.J. Spring 
President, A.U.S.A.

PROTECTIVE REACTION

\V
§ l i  M

L N J ?

W e m u s t  r e m e m b e r  th a t  
sa v in g  m e n ’s l iv e s  is  m o r e  
im p o r ta n t  th a n  sa v in g  fa c e  
f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t -  
-  Senator Edmund Muskie.

I t ’s a lo n g  a n d  te r r ib le  
w a r , b u t  s a v in g  fa c e  m e a n s  
o s  m u c h  m o r e  t o  th e  A s ia n s  
t h a n  l i f e .  L ife  m e a n s  
n o t h in g ,  b u t  n o t h in g ,  to  
t h e m . I lo v e  A m e r ic a  a n d  I

w o u ld  h a te  t o  s e e  h e r  lo s e  
fa c e  a n y w h e r e  in  th e  
w o r ld .—Lady Cromer, w if e  
o f  t h e  n e w  B r i t i s h  
A m b a s s a d o r  t o  W a s h in g to n .

N .Z . H E R A L D

Viet Nam Yfet
Isn’t it time the war stopped? Who can even attempt to 

calculate the amount of suffering created by this war and all 
others? It’s time for all peoples to speak out against the war! 
Forget the political aspects and first view the war through 
human eyes.

A ll o f  y o u  have seen p h o to s and read stories o f  the suffering o f  the 
V ietn am ese p eo p le . But w hat ab out all th e  o thers we sometimes 
forget ab o u t. What ab ou t your you n g  m en w h o  m arch gloriously  off 
to  war on ly  to  return in a p lastic bag or on  a litter. Think o f  
y o u n g  m oth er w h o  greets her senseless and m aim ed husband or the 
m other w h o  w eep s over the flag draped over the co ffin  o f  her son.

E ven th ose  w h o  support the war do so o n ly  half-heartedly-do any 
o f  them  vo lu n teer to  push  an am pu tee through his ward in  a veterans’ 
h osp ita l or a ttem p t to  cheer a you n g  man w h ose face has been 
viciou sly  scarred by napalm  or w h ite phosp h orou s. N o , they  remain 
satisfied  supporting the war by b elligerently  arguing it overag lassof  
beer at their favourite pub . Is it fair that a y ou n g  man sh ou ld  spend 
an im portant portion  o f  his life living in m ud, breathing the stench of 
death  and hearing scream s o f  w ou n d ed  m en . N o , he should be 
spending h is tim e en joy in g  a w alk in the cou n trysid e do in g  th e  things 
h e w an ts to  do.

MYSELF
Y ou  m ay have heard all th is b efore , therefore I shall tell you of 

m yself, and m y exp erien ces in the war. In A ugust 1967  at the age of 
19, I began a 13 m on th  tour o f  d u ty  in V ietnam  w ith  the United 
States arm y. A t that tim e I began the hell o f  a war. I’ve seen young: 
m en w ou n d ed  and k illed , I ’ve seen in n ocen t children horridly burned' 
and m aim ed, and I’ve seen the senseless d estruction  o f  villages, fields, 
and livestock . All this is the im m ediate result o f  the war, but think of 
tom orrow  and the years to  com e?

U pon  m y return to  the U n ited  States and discharge from  the army 
I began treatm ent at a veteran s’ h osp ita l in L on g  Beach California for 
an arm injury and a skin con d ition  resulting from  service in Vietnam. 
It w as a t this h op ita l th at I began to see the long term e ffe c ts  o f  the 
war; the y o u n g  m en trying desperately  to  walk on artificial legs, the 
basket cases d y in g  senselessly  in a ward filled  w ith  other mutilations 
o f  hum an life . It is a sad sight and o n e  w h ich  m any peop le  are 
unaware o f . But it ex ists!

I w as a lso  given the op p o rtu n ity  to  see the fam ilies o f  you n g  men 
w h o  m ust m anage w ith  the disaster that has befallen  th em . H ow  can 
y o u  tell a m ultip le am pu tee or brain dam aged man that he has given 
m uch for his cou n try  and sh ou ld  be proud , w hile at the sam e tim e his 
old  friends are en joy in g  the life a you n g  m an so fu lly  deserves?

It gets  to be dam ned depressing w hen  I go to  a party or receive 
w ord that a kid I w en t to  High S ch oo l w ith  is n ow  dead or has had his 
hands b low n o ff. D o n ’t you  think it ’s tim e all o f  th is senseless 
b u tchery stop p ed ?  I do! For o n ce  in your life , stand up and let your 
v o ice  be heard. It’s tim e for all o f  us to  get togeth er and end  this war. 
S u p port the m obilsation  against the war.

TERRY A. TABOR 
(formerly specialist 4th class 

U.S.56702737 U.S. Army 
now resident in N.Z.)
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“I believed Lyndon Johnson when he promised not to escalate and not to send American men into 
battle in Vietnam. The President telephoned me right after the election to thank me: “Dr Spock, I hope I 
will be worthy of your trust.” Within three months he betrayed all of us who trusted him by doing exactly 
what he had promised not to . .  .

“During the Nuremberg trials following WW II, our government maintained that a person who is given 
orders which entail crimes against humanity is obliged—legally as well as morally—to disobey those orders 
and to disobey his government . . . our government is committing crimes against humanity in Vietnam 
.............. It is the war which is illegal.”

Dr Spock. Feb. 1968, awaiting trial for peace activities.

The Rhetoric of genocide
KEN RICHARDSON LIZ BOWER SUE CARPENTER

SECRETARY OF DEFENCE, ROBERT S. McNAMARA: 1965.
“We can stand a 5-yr w ar, a 10-yr w ar, or a 20-yr war! I speak fo r  

2% m illion m en w h o are in the arm ed forces tod a y  w h o  I guarantee  
can stand it , and I think the 18 0  m illion  w h o  stand b eh ind  them  can  
stand it .”

VIETNAM SOLDIER IN A LETTER TO 
SENATOR FULBRIGHT.

“I w en t to  V ietnam  a hard-charging Marine 2nd L ieu ten an t, sure I 
had answered the p leas o f  a victim ised  p eop le . T hat b e lie f  lasted  
about 7 w eek s. Instead o f  fighting C om m unist aggression I foun d  that 
90% o f  th e  tim e our m ilitary a ction s w ere d irected  against the p eop le  
of Sth. V ietn am .

Much has b een  w ritten  about the terror tactics used  b y  the V iet  
Cong. From  m y ow n ex p erien ce , the terror and havoc we spread  
makes the V .C . lo o k  lik e a G irl S cou t p icn ic . We are engaged in a war 
in Vietnam to  pou n d  p eop le  in to  subm ission  to  a govern m en t that has 
little or n o  popular su p p ort.”

JOSEPH ALSOP-AMERICAN COLUMNIST 1954-
“It w as d iff icu lt  for  m e, as it  is for any W esterner, to  con ceive  o f  a 

communist govern m en t’s gen u in ely  ‘serving the p eo p le .’ I cou ld  
hardly im agine a com m u n ist govern m en t that was a lm o st a 
democratic governm ent. But this was ju st the sort o f  governm ent the  
palm hut (V ie t  M inh) state actu a lly  w as w hile the struggle w ith  the  
French co n tin u ed . The V ie t  M inh cou ld  n o t possib ly  have carried on  
the resistance for one year, let alone n in e years, w ith o u t the p eo p le’s 
strong, united  su p p ort.”

1945 VIETNAMESE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.-
“They (th e F rench) have b u ilt m ore prisons than sch oo ls . T h ey  

have m ercilessly  slain our patriots; th ey  have d row ned  our uprisings in  
rivers o f  b l o o d . . . .  T o w eak en  our race th ey  have forced  u s to  use  
opium and a lcoh o l. T h ey  have fleeced  us to  the b ack b on e, 
impoverished our p eo p le , and devastated  our land. T h ey  have robbed  
us of our rice fie ld s , our m in es, our forests and our raw m ater ia ls .”  

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER TO THE 1953 U.S.
GOVERNORS CONFERENCE:

(REASONS FOR HELPING THE FRENCH)
“Now let us assum e that w e lost In d och in a ..............  The tin and

tungsten that w e greatly value from  th at area w ould  cease com in g . . . . 
So when the U.S. vo tes 4 0 0  m illion  dollars to  help that war, w e are 
not voting a give-away program . We are voting for the cheapest  
way.. . .  to  prevent the occurrence o f  som eth ing  that w ou ld  be o f  the  
most terrible significance to  the U n ited  S tates o f  A m erica. . . . (the  
loss o f our p ow er and ab ility  to  get certain things w e need  from  the  
riches o f  the Ind och in ese territory and from  S ou th  E ast A sia .” 

GENERAL WALKER BEDELL SMITH-U.S. DELEGATE
TO THE FINAL SESSION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 

ON VIETNAM-JULY 21st 1954.
“ ...........it (U .S .) w ill refrain from  the threat or the use o f  force to

distrub” the Agreement.
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER-IN ‘MANDATE FOR CHANGE’ 

(THE REASON WHY ELECTIONS WERE NOT HELD IN VIETNAM 
AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS)

“I have never talked or corresponded  w ith  a person kn ow led geab le  
in Indochinese affairs w h o  d id n o t agree that had e lec tio n s b een  
held.. .  . p ossib ly  80% o f  the p o p u la tion  w ou ld  have voted  for the  
Communist Ho Chi Minh as their leader rather than (pro-W estern  
Emperor) Bao Dai.”

In 1 9 5 7 - b e fo r e  the civil w ar b roke o u t - t h e  International C ontrol 
Commission reported  th e  first v io la tion s, the beginning o f  the illegal 
U .S.-Saigon m ilitary b u ild -u p .’

“The v io la tion s o f  articles 16 and 17 m en tion ed  above concern  
introduction in to  S th . V ietnam  o f  U .S . m ilitary aircraft, a few  aircraft 
wheel tyres, 1 ,0 0 0  revolvers and 6 1 0  cases o f  revolver am m u n ition .”

REBELLION IN THE SOUTH

SATURDAY EVENING POST-JANUARY 6th, 1962.
“Many o f  D iem ’s o ffic ia ls  cam e to  regard their governm ent jo b s as 

open licences for larceny. T h ey  o ften  ex torted  m on ey  from  the  
peasants, dem anded  p ro tectio n  m on ey  from  the M erchants, and  
manipulated the prices farm ers got for their crop s.”

MALCOLM BROWNE, ASSOC. PRESS. MAN IN VIETNAM- 
CONCERNING SAIGON-APPOINTED DISTRICT CHIEFS.

“As the c h ie f  tax co llec to r , con scrip tion  o fficer  (th a t is, one-m an  
draft board), jud ge, co u n ty  p rosecu tor, p o lice  ch ie f, con tract o fficer  
and everything else rolled  in to  o n e , (th e  D istrict C h ief) literally  has  
the power o f  life  or death  over h is subjects. I f  som eon e else  ch o o ses  
to give him  a hard t im e , that person is apt to  be arrested as a V iet  
Cong agent, and n o -o n e  is  lik ely  to  be th e  w iser. That person m ay rot  
for m onths or years in  som e provincial ja il w ith o u t trial or further  
investigation, or he m ay be sh o t o n  th e  sp o t. S im ilar pressures can be  
brought to  bear o n  entire fam ilies, even  o n  entire h am lets.”

JEAN LACOUTURE, FRENCH JOURNALIST 
DESCRIBING PRISON TREATMENT:

“Hundreds o f  stu d en ts o f  b o th  sexes had b een  subjected  to  
ill-treatment. M any had b een  forced  to  drink soapy w ater u ntil they  
suffered internal dam age. A t th e  d e ten tio n  cam p at Le Van Q uich  4 0  
prisoners at a tim e w ere throw n in to  a cell in the h o t sun. O ther had  
their nails torn ou t; still o thers w ere b lin d ed .”

PHILIPPE DEVILLERS, FRENCH HISTORIAN -  
CONCERNING REIGN OF TERROR UNDER DIEM, 1958. 

“Round-ups o f  ‘d issidents’ becam e m ore frequent and m ore  
brutal.. . .  a certain sequ en ce o f  even ts b ecam e a lm ost classical: 
denunciation, encirclem en t o f  villages, searches and raids, arrests o f  
suspects, p lundering, in terrogations en livened  som etim es b y  torture  
(even o f  in n ocen t p eo p le ) , d ep o rta tio n .”

‘U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT’S’ 1961 WHITE PAPER 
CONCEDES THAT THE REBELLION WAS NOT 

SUPPLIED FROM NTH. VIETNAM:
“By h ittin g  such targets (p o lice  sta tions, arm y o u tp o sts  e tc .)  

suddenly and in superior force , the V ie t C ong are able to  assure 
themselves o f  a su pply  o f  arms and am m u n ition . . . . T he w eap on s o f  
the V iet C ong are largely F r e n c h -o r  U .S .-m a d e ," o r  h om e m ade on  
primitive forges in th e  ju n g les .”

GENERAL PAUL D. HARKINS, COMMANDER U.S.
MILITARY FORCES IN VIETNAM IN 1963

“ The guerillas are ob v iou sly  n o t being rein forced  or supplied  
system atica lly  from  N th . V ietn am , China or any other p la ce .”

“ Secretary o f  D e fen ce , R ob ert S. M cNam ara stated in early 1965  
that the N th . V ietn am ese forces in S th . V ietn am  con sisted  in their  
en tirety  o f  “ 4 0 0 —5 0 0  m em bers”  o f  the “ S econ d  Batallion  o f  the 
3 2 5 th . D iv ision  o f  the regular N th . V ietn am ese A rm y .”  In other  
w ord s, a lthough our govern m en t claim ed that N th . V ietnam ese  
in terven tion  had turned the tide against Saigon , less than 1% o f  the 
en em y w ere N th . V ietn am ese at th at tim e. The other 99% were Sth . 
V ietn a m ese .’

HOW THE VIET CONG (N.L.F.) 
GET THEIR SUPPORT

U.S. AMBASSADOR, HENRY CABOT LODGE- 
NEW YORK TIMES FEB. 27th. 1966.

“ F or years n ow  in  S .E . A sia , the on ly  p eop le  w h o  have b een  doing  
anyth in g  ab ou t the little  m an at the grass r o o t s - t o  lift  h im  u p -h a v e  
b een  the co m m u n ists .”

RICHARD CRITCHFIELD-WASHING.STAR 
FEB 5th, 1966.

“ T he p eo p le  m o st  likely  to  be hurt b y  radical soc ia l change are in  
charge o f  carrying it  o u t. . . . .  The m inority  o f  the V ietn am ese w h o  
have run th e  cou n try  fo r  cen tu ries (are being asked) to  share their  
w ea lth  and p o litica l p ow er w ith  th e  peasantry they  have alw ays  
ignored  or ex p lo ite d .”

R.W. APPLE JR.-NEW YORK TIMES AUG. 7th 1967.
“ Weary o f  the war and cyn ica l tow ards it, m any o f  them  (S th . 

V ietn am ese arm y) w ork a 4'A day w eek , leaving their troops at n oon  
F riday and repairing to  C an tho  or D anang or Saigon in search o f  
diversion . It is n ot u n com m on  to  see tw o  d ozen  o ff-d u ty  army 
o fficers taking their ease o f  a Saturday n igh t in M axim ’s, a fr ightfu lly  
exp en sive  Saigon n ightclub .

W atching one such group drive through tow n  in a long b lack  car 
recen tly , a V ietn am ese stu d en t com m en ted , “ N gu yen  Huu T ho  
d o esn ’t live lik e th a t .”  Mr T ho is C hairm an o f  th e  N ation a l L iberation  
F ron t.

MAX CLOS, CORRESPONDENT FOR THE FRENCH 
NEWSPAPER -  FIGARO:

“ . . . .W hen the V iet Cong began their revo lu tion  in 1959  and 
1 9 6 0 , it  w as op en ed  w ith  a w ave o f  terrorism : o ffic ia ls  and private 
persons lo y a l to  Saigon were assassinated. G overnm ent propaganda  
strove m ightily  to  ex p lo it  these facts to  arouse p opular in d ignation . 
T his backfired . In m o st  cases the peasants had h elped  in  the brutal 
liq u idation  o f  the m en . Instead o f  m urderers, th e  terrorists w ere  
considered  d ispensers o f  ju s t ic e .”

U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL U THANT-
“ Im m ediately  after B urm a’s in d ep en dence in January 1 9 4 8 , the  

Burm ese com m u n ists w en t underground and started a w idespread  
in surrection . The Burm ese governm ent dealt w ith  this internal 
prob lem  b y  its ow n  m eans w ith o u t asking for any ou tsid e m ilitary  
assistance. . .  . T h e Burm ese C om m u n ist Party is still underground  
after 17 years and still illegal. B ut let m e te ll y o u  that there has not 
been a single in stan ce o f  ou tsid e  help  to  th e  Burm ese C om m u n ists , 
(and) Burm a has over 1 ,0 0 0  m iles o f  land frontier w ith  m ainland  
China. . . .  N o t  on e A m erican life has b een  lo st in Burm a. N o t one  
A m erican dollar has b een  sp en t in  Burma in the form  o f  m ilitary  
assistance in  the last 17 years. We shou ld  ask the q u estio n ’ W hy?”

LIN PIAO, DEFENCE MINISTER, CHINA:
“ In order to  m ake a rev o lu tio n , it  is im perative to adhere to  the  

p o licy  o f  self-reliance. I f  on e d o es  n o t operate b y  o n e ’s ow n  e ffo r ts , 
b u t leans w h o lly  on  foreign  aid, n o  v ictory  can b e  w o n .”

THE WAY OUT

SENATOR SMITH, (ON THE SEATO TREATY)
“ T o establish  an organisation  m od elled  on  the lin es o f  N A T O .. . 

Such an organisation  m ight have required the C o m m itm en t o f  
A m erican ground forces to  the Asian m ainland. We carefu lly  avoided  
any possib le  im plication  regarding an arrangem ent o f  that k in d .”  

RICHARD GOODWIN-ADVISOR TO PRESIDENTS 
KENNEDY AND JOHNSON-

“ N either our fe llow -sign ers, in clu d in g  France and Britain , nor  
John  F oster D u lles, w h o  drew  up the trea ty , n or any A m erican  
President has b elieved  or b een  advised that (th e  SEA TO  pact) 
required u s to  send fightin g  m en  to  V ie tn a m .”

AMBASSADOR KENNAN:
“ There is m ore resp ect to  be w on  in  th e  op in ion  o f  the w orld  b y  a 

reso lu te  and courageou s liq u idation  o f  u n sound  p o sitio n s  than in  the  
m o st stubborn p ursu it o f  extravagant or unprom ising o b jec tiv es .” 

PROFESSOR HOWARD ZINN, BOSTON UNIVERSITY- 
ON ELECTIONS:

“ W ould give the present govern m en t virtually no vo ice  in the  
future o f  th e  co u n try , because it h a s -w ith o u t  U .S . b a ck in g -v ir tu a lly  
n o  strength . It w ou ld  give the Buddhist groups an im portan t vo ice , 
b ecau se th e y  represent sign ificant num bers o f  p eo p le , w h ose support 
any future govern m en t m ust h ave, and it  w o u ld  u n d ou b ted u ly  give 
th e  N ation a l L iberation  F ron t th e  m ajor v o ic e .”

THE DESTRUCTION OF VIETNAM

NEW YORK TIMES, SEPT. 5th, 1965.
“ ........... a w om an  w h o  has b o th  arm s burned o f f  b y  napalm  and her

ey elid s so badly burned that she can n ot c lose them . W hen it is tim e  
for her to  sleep her fam ily  p u ts a b lanket over her head. The w om an  
had 2 o f  her children  k illed  in the air strike that m aim ed her” .

FRANK HARVEY, AUTHOR OF “AIR WAR-VIETNAM” :
“ ...........  a w om an  on recovering from  som e kind o f  attack , a

Melvin Laird . . . .  inventing a language

grostesq u e, scarred n ightm are creature ex cep t for th e  sm ooth  
u n tou ch ed  breast the child  is suck ing a t . . .”

BERNARD FALL -  1965 RAMPARTS:
“T he napalm  (th a t w as ju st d rop p ed ) w as e x p ec ted  to  force the  

p e o p le -fe a r in g  the h eat and burning, out in to  th e  o p en . Then  the 2nd  
plane w as to  m ove in w ith  heavy fragm entation  b om b s to  h it  
w h a te v e r -o r  w h oever—had rushed ou t in to  th e  op en  . .  . We w en t in a 
third tim e and raked over the village w ith  can n on s . . .  I cou ld  see  
som e o f  the villagers trying to  head  aw ay from  the shore o f  their 
sam pans. T he fillage w as burning fierce ly . . .  .

It is d ifficu lt to  jud ge i f  there actually  w ere any V ie t  C ong in the  
village, and i f  so , i f  an y  w ere k illed  . . .  It happens very o ften  in 
V ietnam  th at, as a current jo k e  goes , th e  FA C s (Forw ard Air 
C o n tr o lle r s -th e  m en w h o  ch oose  targets and supervise a ttack s) have 
their facts  w rong, that the raid in form ation  is sta le, that there m ay  
have b een  com m u n ists in the v il la g e -b u t  the day b efore . . .  Or 
m aybe n o t at a ll” .

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 1965 -  NOV. 17th
“ S u ddenly  I fe lt a searing h eat on  m y face . An A m erican fighter  

b om b er had m isjudged the com m u n ist p o sit io n s  and d ropped  a load  
o f  napalm . T he flam ing je llied  gaso lin e, im possib le  to  shake or scrape 
o f f  on ce it  h its  th e  sk in , splashed along the ground in a huge dragon’s 
tail o f  fire less than 25 yards aw ay. Scream s p ierced  the roar o f  
flam es. T w o A m ericans stum bled  o u t o f  the in fern o . Their hair 
burned o f f  in an in stant. Their c lo th es w ere incin erated  . .  .

It w as an hour b efore a m edical h e lico p ter  cou ld  g e t  in to  the area 
. . .  A m ed ic asked m e to  help  g et the m an in to  the h e licop ter  w hen  it  
arrived. I held  a leg o f  the m ost seriously injured m an. I w asn ’t tender  
en ou gh . A  big patch  o f  burned skin cam e o f f  in m y hand” .

C ongressm an C lem ent Z ab lock i (D . W ise.): a haw k on  V ietn am , 
travelled to  V ietnam  in 1 9 6 6 , and w as briefed  by U .S . m ilitary  
sp ok esm en . O n his return to  the U .S ., he reported  to  the H ouse  
F oreign  A ffairs C om m ittee  that six civilians died for every V iet C ong  
in som e search and d estroy  m issions. He estim ated  that there are, 
overall, tw ice as m any civilians as V iet C ong killed.

The U .S . has reported  k illing about 5 5 ,0 0 0  V ie t C ong each  year 
for the past few  years. If w e use the conservative Figures o f  tw o  
civilians for every V ie t  C ong, this m eans the death  o f  at least 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  
civilians each  year. This is th irty  tim es the num ber o f  v ictim s o f  V ie t  
C ong terrorism  that the U .S . listed  for 1 9 6 7 . U sing th e  standard  
m ilitary ratio o f  tw o  w ou n d ed  fo r  every dead , T h e UJS. causes the  
w ou n d in g  o f  Va m illion  civilians each  year.

Large areas o f  Sth V ietnam  have been  declared  “ free strike  
zo n e s” -a r e a s , according to photograp h er Jam es P ickerell “ in w h ich  
everyon e is supposed  to  be a V ie t  C on g  sold ier  or a VC sym p ath izer .”  
A n yth in g  in  a free strike zo n e  is con sid ered  a leg itim ate target for  
A m erican air or artillery a t ta c k s -h o u s e s , ca ttle , fie lds, and, o f  cou rse , 
all the p eo p le  w h o  live there. Y e t, P ickerell p o in ts o u t, “ m any o f  the  
p eop le  thou gh t to  be sym p athizers stay  in the V iet C ong areas 
because th ey  can n ot afford to  leave w h at little  land th ey  o w n .”

In th ese zo n es , A m erican p lanes are carrying ou t a large-scale 
program  o f  crop  d estru ction  w ith  th e  stated  aim o f  starving the V ie t  
C ong troop s. Jean M ayer o f  the Harvard S ch oo l o f  P ublic H ealth  
com m en ted  on  th is  program :

“ I can fla tly  say that there has never b een  a fam in e or fo o d  
shortage . . .  w h ich  has n o t first and overw h elm in gly  a ffec ted  the  
sm all children . . . A d u lts , and particularly adult m en , survive m uch  
b etter  than th e  rest o f  the p o p u la tion  .,. . D estru ction  o f  fo o d  thus 
never seem s to ham per en em y m ilitary op eration s, but a lw ays  
v ictim izes large num bers o f  ch ildren  . . .  T o  state it  in  o th er  w ords, 
m y p o in t is n o t that in n o cen t by-standers w ill b e hurt b y  such  
m easures, but th a t o n ly  b ystan d ers w ill be h u rt.”

A ccordin g to  U .S . A ir F orce  m anual “ A n yth in g , person or p lace is 
a leg itim ate target i f  it  h elp s to d estroy  the w ill o f  the en em y  to  
resist.”

M alcolm  B row ne, A ssocia ted  Press reporter, in V ietn am  b elieves  
that the V ietn am ese  p eop le  w ill n o t surrender. “T o  w in  in V ie tn a m , 
w e w ill have to  ex term in ate  a n a tio n ” .

A  F -4  fighter b om b er p ilo t in D anang speaking to Frank Harvey: 
“ We sh ou ld  start at the DM Z (D e-M ilitarised  Z on e) and k ill every  
m an, w om an  and ch ild  in  N th  V ie tn a m .”

In T h e N ew  L egion s, “ G reen B eret” hero D onald  D uncan  q u o tes  a 
U .S . m ilitary adviser: “ So a few  w o m en  and ch ildren  are k illed  and a 
prisoner d ied  under in te rro g a tio n -to u g h  sh it. T each  them  a dam ned  
g ood  lesson . T h ey ’re all VC or at least help ing th e m -s a m e  d ifferen ce . 
Y ou ca n ’t con vert th em , o n ly  kill th em . D o n ’t lo se  any sleep over  
those dead c h ild r e n -th e y  grow  up to  b e  co m m ies , t o o .”

CONCLUSION
For a few  o f  y o u , th is article w ill have m erely  reaffirm ed you r  

hate and d isgust for  our so-called  leaders, the p eop le  w h o  are prepared  
to  ex ter im ate  a race for m aterial gains. F or o th ers, w e h o p e  to  have  
in stilled  or greatly  am p lified  th e  d istrust o f  con ven tion a l n ew s m edia . 
If so , b u t y o u  are still unsure th en  g et m ore in form ation  from  o th er  
than accep ted  c h a n n e ls -y o u  cou ld  be w rong.

F u n d am en ta lly  all th a t is n eed ed  from  an yon e is: —

V o ca l (and k n ow led geab le) support o f  the ‘Anti-W ar A ction  
S o c ie ty ’. Talk to  all th e  p eop le  y o u  k n o w  w h o  are capable o f  
reasoned  ju d g em en t and hum an em o tio n , and en courage them  to seek  
in form ation  for them selves. E ven m ore im p ortan tly , m ake everyon e  
(th is in clu d es p eop le  o u ts id e  the U n iversity , parents, friends, e tc .)  
aware o f  the situ a tion , so th a t e ffe c tiv e  con certed  action  m ay be  
taken a t any tim e. (e.g . a d em onstration  involving large num bers o f  
p eop le  from  all w alks o f  life , m ay b e taken s e r io u s ly -w h o  k n ow s  
u n til w e try!)

The ‘Anti-W ar A ctio n  S o c ie ty ’ prin ts w eek ly  n e w s le tte r s -th e y  
w ill k eep  y o u  in form ed . F urther h elp  w ill be w elco m ed . If you  can  
give it , see  T o n y  W hite, C / - ’ In tern ational A ffa irs O ffice , or ph. 
6 0 5 -6 5 6  (even ings)



I------1—  ----------- 1It was only there in Vietnam that I began to understand 
to what extent I had been fooled by the American myths of 
democracy and freedom for all. The contradictions of: free 
fire zones, search and destroy tactics, torture of prisoners, 
saturation bombing of civilians, etc., became impossible to 
harmonize away by clever rationalizations or euphemism. 1 
began to understand that this was a peoples’ war of liberation 
and that the so-called Vietcong were in fact the Vietnamese 
people. I didn’t have a solid political analysis of the situation, 
but the one thing I understood instinctively, was that to the 
Vietnamese people, the American presence in Vietnam , was 
not part of the solution.
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My presentation is entitled, “Exposing U.S. War Crimes Through 
Veteran Organising” . What that means simply, is that during the last 
year, a number of Americans, including myself, have been engaged in 
organising Vietnam war veterans to speak out against the war and to 
tell how they were forced to become executioners for a policy of 
genocide. They feel that individual and low ranking G l’s are being 
scapegoated for a war crimes policy created and implemented at the 
highest levels of the American government. These veterans, who to 
the Nixon constituency-the middle Americans-represent the last 
credible segment among the youth; have one unique advantage over 
traditional peace and anti-war people. They speak about the war 
concretely-they tell of their own experiences and disillusionment 
with a society whose integrity they never before questioned, and 
whose motivations they can no longer trust. I am such a Vietnam 
veteran.

All military intelligence officers are first trained as infantry 
officers so I spent my first thirteen weeks in the Army at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, training in the skills of conventional warfare and 
small unit tactics and leadership. Military tfaining in the U.S. is geared 
to reinforce America’s already institutionalised racism. We learned 
and were encouraged to refer to the enemy by derogatory labels, like 
gook or gink. It is a subtle process of self-dehumanizing and 
dehumanizing of the Asians, calculated to turn out the good soldier 
and to shield him against the traditional western humanistic instincts 
in which he is ideally steeped. Thus armed, he will obey the lawful 
orders of his superiors, because authority becomes synonymous with 
good, and he will carry out the mad policies employed by his unit 
against the non-humans.

Mike McCusker, a former Marine Sergeant and combat reporter 
with the First Marine Division in Vietnam explains in his testimony 
before the Citizens’ Commission of Inquiry the attitude of his 
Division Commanding Officer, a Major General, concerning the 
Vietnamese people. The General said, in an off-the-cuff interview, 
that the Vietnamese society was ignorant and superstitious, the 
children were raised as thieves and liars; we could do nothing with the 
old; the children themselves should be taken from their families and 
indoctrinated all their lives in government camps. When a man like 
this, in a high position of responsibility applies these criteria, the 
results we have seen are not surprising.

After finishing the infantry course, I was sent to the 
counter-intelligence officers’ course at Fort Holabird, Maryland. I 
stayed there for approximately three months, when upon completion 
of the training, I was assigned to a military intelligence unit at Fort 
Hood, Texas. Here 1 learned how the military intelligence and 
Criminal Investigation Division harassed and punished those soldiers 
whose views were even moderately progressive. For example, those 
who were caught reading or possessing any movement or anti-army 
literature were given extra duties and subjected to constant search of 
their personal property. Those- who actively tried to discuss their 
views were either court-martialed on trumped up charges or given 
other than honorable discharge from service. According to the Army, 
a thinking soldier is a poor soldier. I silently supported those 
courageous men and women who were organising enlisted men at a 
local coffee house and even went as far as not reporting so called 
suspicious persons or activities or writing “half-truths” in my reports. 
But I was still not moved to the type of concrete action that affected 
my own life. The real issues had yet to affect me personally, 
physically, emotionally, I had the liberal intellectual’s moral 
perspective on the war, racism, and American political repression in 
general.

From Fort Hood, I was assigned to the 11th Brigade military 
intelligence team, American Division, as the team chief. I arrived in 
Vietnam on November 20, 1968. At the time of my arrival, I was 
familiar with the many alleged reasons for American presence in 
Vietnam. Throughout High School and University, history professors 
had explained the complicated Domino theory, which I, to this day, 
have never understood. The necessity of containing communism and 
the Chinese was also emphasised. The Chinese and Vietnamese, we 
were told, valued life far less than western man and wefe therefore 
thought to be war prone and reckless. Later the argument was 
advanced that we were in Vietnam to prevent VC atrocities^ and 
terrorism and lastly, it was-wc are here to achieve freedom and self 
determination for the South Vietnamese people. It’s difficult to assess 
to what degree 1 still believed'any of these arguments, when I arrived 
in Vietnam. I suppose it would be safe to say that I still believed that 
my government, though by no means perfect, would try to do what 
was best, and so 1 went, as I told my friends, to see what it was really 
like.

After five months in Vietnam, my health and morale deteriorated.
I was evacuated with TB in April, 1969. After several months in the 
hospital, I went back to Graduate School in New York City, where I 
at once began to relate to student and campus politics. At one 
meeting I attended, a Vietnam veteran spoke of a group that was 
trying to collect testimony from war veterans to show that atrocities 
like My Lai were not isolated, but wide-spread, and the inevitable 
result of our war policies. This group was the Citizens’ Commission of 
Inquiry into US war crimes in Vietnam. Since March, 1969, when I 
first testified before the Citizens’ Commission in New York, I have 
been working steadily as a veteran organiser.

Following the public disclosure of the Song My massacre in 
November, 1969, it was suggested by Ralph Schoenman, former 
Secretary General of the Bertrand Russell International War Crimes 
Tribunal, that it was time to present similar testimony in forums 
within the U.S. These forums would specifically demonstrate that the 
My Lai massacre was not an isolated aberration but rather the logical 
result of military strategies and objectives of the U.S.. command in 
Vietnam.

The first commission was held in Anapolis, Maryland in early 
March, 1970, followed by commissions in Toronto, Canada (for 
deserters), Springfield, Mass, New York City, Los Angeles, California, 
Boston, Mass, Baltimore, Maryland, Buffalo, New York, Minneapolis, 
Minn, Portland, Oregon, Philadelphia, Pa., finally culminating in the 
National Veterans Inquiry, which was held in Washington, D.C., on 
December-1,2,3, 1970 at which over fifty Vietnam vets testified on 
every aspect of the U.S. aggression in Indochina. These hearings have 
all been open to the press and public, including members of the 
Pentagon’s Criminal Investigation Division and at each, the members 
of the working press and all others, have been able to fully 
cross-examine those testifying. All of the men testifying have 
provided detailed information concerning their backgrounds, current 
occupations, addresses, as well as copies of their discharge papers, unit
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served with in Vietnam, length and date of tour of duty, decorations, 
and all other basic material relating to their service in South-east Asia.

In addition, the Commission has sponsored three hearings at which 
active-duty officers in the U.S. military announced their intention to 
bring charges under the military code for the war crimes policies 
implemented by their commanding officers. We have opened an office 
in the suite of Congressman Ron Dellums, Democrat of Berkeley, 
California. This office, with an extensive war crimes display, is quite 
unprecedented and has generated considerable interest and 
controversy on Capitol Hill. The political analysis on which our work 
has been based was developed as our experience with veterans 
deepened. There are almost three million U.S. soldiers who have 
served in the Indochina theatre since 1961. With the exception of 
career soldiers (a small percentage of this total) all survivors have 
returned to their homes and jobs. The disclosure of the My Lai 
massacre and the Administration’s response to it, have served to 
create a real crisis of conscience for most of these men. While virtually 
all officials are convinced that an atrocity was in fact perpetrated, the 
official line from Nixon and the Pentagon on down has been that the 
individual responsible soldiers will be tried and punished for their 
illegal acts and that this will dispose of the issue. It is our perception 
that all Vietnam veterans understand the realities of our military 
strategies in Indochina; i.e, that men in the field are operating under 
tactical field policies and procedures conceived and designed at the 
highest levels of political and military leadership. Certainly, lowly 
privates and lieutenants do not make policies or define military 
objectives. Despite this commonplace, the Administration and the 
Brass have chosen to isolate a few GIs and place them on trial for 
their lives for their role in My Lai. It has also been our experience that 
a version of this view is widely held by many liberals and other 
anti-war activists. That is, they feel that because, theoretically the GI 
in Vietnam could refuse to participate in war or implement war 
crimes policies, it is reasonable to punish him if he does not refuse to 
submit to orders. Such a view of course, fails to take account of the 
age, social experience, military conditioning and indoctrination of the 
young combat soldier, to say nothing of the conditions of 
combat-where everything is subject to a discipline born from intense 
fear.

As we approached veterans, somewhat apprehensively at first, we 
discovered that there was deep resentment over the paradox implicit 
in the Army’s My Lai prosecution-i.e., that a soldier i compelled to 
conduct and carry out military policies such as search and destroy, 
free fire zones, no prisoners, pacification and relocation and the like, 
but if the horrendous results of these policies arouse 1 jo much public 
clamour, that they will be held responsible and prosecuted. In a word, 
we have sought to shift the veterans’ focus from concepts like 
personal guilt to institutional responsibility-so that the blame for the 
atrocious conduct of'U.S. and puppet forces is fixed where it truly 
belongs-on the highest levels of civilian and military leadership.

We concluded that for combat veterans, many of whom are 
workers infected with virulent forms of patriotism and racism by 
virtue of their class position, to speak out publickly denouncing acts 
and policies they have been compelled to commit in Vietnam would 
represent a considerable escalation in their own power and ability to 
act collectively against an institution that had cruelly oppressed them 
and their brothers and sisters. In fact, we have been able to organise 
or reactivate dormant veterans’ groups in several cities initially around 
the issue of their speaking out on U.S. genocide.

Over the past year, we have amassed hundreds of testimonies 
covering virtually every aspect of the war of genocide being waged in 
Vietnam. We have provided vet speakers for many groups, schools, 
universities, etc. Our ability to generate substantial public attention 
(particularly in the press and on TV) has also increased substantially. 
Our approach to the media has been along the following lines: 1) the 
subject matter-war crimes policy-is so strong so deeply implicates 
the Government-that it speaks for itself-political interpretation is 
not necessary; 2) political statements and opinions must be presented 
as news-not politicial rhetoric;3) vets are extremely credible-even 
to their hostile audiences-especially when they speak of their own 
experiences.

Our reeprd of accuracy is best attested to by the Pentagon itself. 
Members of the Criminal Investigation have been present at almost 
every regional inquiry and the National Inquiry in Washington. Over 
the past year, they have interviewed and in some cases, taken 
statements from CCI witnesses. Yet they have never once denied or 
repudiated the credentials of any of the witnesses testifying. At the 
Washington hearings, they issued the following statement after 
checking the testimony through their computer banks: tire statement 
appeared in an Associated Press release:

The Pentagon, while saying it does not dispute the credentials
of Osborn or of the 50 other Vietnam veterans testifying during
the three-day inquiry, has declined comment.
There will always be, of course, some information concerning the 

events being disclosed that is virtually impossible to verify. We believe 
that if a Vietnam veteran is willing to provide us with military papers, 
occupation, address, family background material and is willing to 
subject himself to extensive interrogation .by our co-ordinators and is 
willing to state his accusation in the full scrutiny of the national press 
and the Pentagon agents, knowing the grave legal and non-legal risks 
involved, then, we have a similar obligation to let himpresenthis case 
to the American people.

So far, I have made continuous reference to what I have 
designated as U.S. war crimes policies. In order to explain what I 
mean by this, let us examine that type of behaviour that might be
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considered a war crime under the current interpretation of Concerning th 
international law. Under sub-section b of the sixth principle of we, a Saigon j 
Nuremberg, formulated in 1950 by the United Nation’s International I f killed 350 i 
Control Commission, war crimes are: 1) violations of the Laws of j ig civil funct 
War, including murder, ill treatment or deportation to slave labor or idon Times, L 
for any other purpose of civilian populations of or in occupied adred killings 
territories; 2) killing of hostages; 3) plunder of public or private ;ualties that r< 
property; 4) wanton destruction of cities, towns, or villages or rrces, however 
devastation not justified by military necessity. The list that I hav< ausands, and tl
read could also be the answer to the question: What have been the 
results of the U.S. policies in Indochina?

Professor Edward Herman, in his book “Atrocities in Vietnam, 
myths and realities,” points out that the wording of the principle 
makes no distinction between ‘face to face’ and impersonal killings ol 
civilians. Certainly, saturation bombing with B-52’s in civiliarflierican positic 
populated areas is no less a war crime than ground operation y, it was net 
massacres, just because it is impersonal in nature. rusands of ini

The questidns that come up most often when a Vietnam veteran» dated atrocity 
testifies about his experiences are: Aren’t you really just saying that -F,to cloud o' 
war is hell, or, don’t war crimes occur in all wars? There is of course, y. Obviously,; 
aberrant behaviour in all wars, but it is important to emphasize the uld be in tot 
difference between individual acts of terrorism and a conscious policy ieriean atrocit 
of genocide. I’d like to point out that during the entire time I was in Hicies employe 
Vietnam as a counterintelligence officer, I never saw nor even heard «ailed Allies, 
of a DRV or NLF atrocity-and I was certainly in a position to hear if 
such incidents had occurred in my area. The American government Let me now 
and press would like nothing more than an opportunity to slander the assive conven: 
NLF or DRV by widely publicizing any hint of Viet Cong terrorism, etnamese peoj 
Instead they have had to resort to fabrication. The classic example is estion, which 
Hue during Tet, 1968. imes policies,

What follows is a description of what happened in Hue according merican society 
to two Americans, one a former high level Defense Department In his book, I 
official, and the accounts of two Saigon government officials. These ietnamese civi 
references appear in Herman’s recent book. According to Townsend ,116,000 killed 
Hoopes, former undersecretary of the Air Force, 80% of the buildings nreasonable to 
had been reduced to rubble and in the smashed ruins, lay two apulation has 
thousand dead civilians. Three quarters of the city’s people were merican militai 
rendered homeless and looting was widespread, members of the What exactly 
ARVN being the worst offenders. Famous combat photographer r these casualt 
Davis Douglas Duncan tells how “ the Americans pounded the Citadel 
and surrounding city almost to dust with air strikes, napalm runs, 
artillery and naval gunfire, and the direct cannon fire from tanks and Biost total lad 
recoilless rifles-a total effort to root out and kill every enemy soldier, tops, purchase 
The mind reels at the carnage, cost and ruthlessness of it all.” In his enligl
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:rpretation of Concerning th e  alleged V ie t  C ong atroc ities , R anger C aptain Phan  
i principle of uc, a Saigon governm ent p recin ct c h ie f  in  H u e, estim ated  that th e  
s International f killed 3 5 0  p eo p le , six ty  percent o f  w hom  w ere sold iers, the rest 
f  the Laws of i og civil fun ctionaries o f  the Saigon regim e. A s rep orted  in the  
slave labor or < idon Tim es, H ue p o lice  ch ie f , D oan  C on g  Lap said there w ere tw o  

r in occupied j idred killings attributed  to  the N L F . Lap a lso  sta ted  that civilian  
die or private J .ualties that resulted  in retaking the c ity  w ere 3 7 7 6 . A m erican  
or villages or luces, how ever, q u o ted  figures on  th e  V ie t  C ong v ictim s in  the  
st that I havt i>usands, and these w ere based  on  a secret d ocu m en t that had been  
have been thi «placed until n in eteen  m o n th s after the in c id en t and just happened  

1 be relocated at the sam e tim e as the M y Lai m assacre w as)  
s in Vietnam, nounced.

the principk 1 Without con d on in g  the N L F  assassinations aimed- at elim inating  
m al killings of I / political figures, it  is d ifficu lt to  reconcile the self-righteous  
’s in civilian j ieriean p osition  in light o f  the fact that in order to  liberate the  
ind operation j y. it was necessary to  destroy  it  and to  in d iscrim inately  k ill 

lousands o f  in n ocen t civilians. So A m erica  has capita lised  on  an 
jtnam  veteran'] dated atrocity, w h ich  clearly d o es n o t  reflect the p o licy  o f  the  
st saying that l-F, to cloud over the real issu e, its ow n  barbaric behaviour in that 
e  is o f  course, |y . Obviously, a co n sc io u s p o licy  o f  terror on  th e  part o f  th e  N L F  

>uld be in to ta l op p o sitio n  to  its in terests. O n th e  o th er han d , 
erican atrocities occur o n  a daily  basis and are derived from  th ose  
icies em ployed  in an a ttem p t to  gain a m ilitary v ictory  for th e  

tiled A llies.
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Let me now  d iscuss con crete ly  w hat happens w h en  u n lim ited  and 
live conventional firep ow er is app lied . The results on the  

etnamese p eop le  have been  devastating. K eep in m ind  also this 
sic exam ple is l  estion, which I w o n ’t cover: W hat d o es the accep tan ce o f  these war 

imes policies, c loaked  b y  eu p h em ism , say about th e  state o f  
lu e  according I merican society  and its in stitu tion s?

In his b ook , Herm an conservatively  estim ates the num ber o f  S ou th  
ietnamese civilian casualties b e tw een  1965  and 19 6 9  to  be  
,116,000 killed and 2 ,2 3 2 ,0 0 0  w ou n d ed . By n ow  it  w ou ld  n o t .b e  

th e  buildings nreasonable to  assum e that one fourth  o f  the S ou th  V ietn am ese  
lins, lay two filiation has b een  k illed  or w ou n d ed  as a d irect result o f  the  
p eop le  were merican military op eration s and p o lic ies.

ibers o f  the What exactly  are these p o lic ie s , strategic and tactica l, th at accou n t  
photographer ' r these casualties and the to ta l n on -a ttem p t to  d istinguish  b etw een  
d the Citadel mbatants and non-com batants?  There are certain  princip les that 
napalm runs, ; wide the fram ew ork for A m erican aggression and dernonstrate an 
>m tanks and nost total lack o f  con stra in t on  h o w  A m erican and non-A m erican  
lem y soldier. ! >ops, purchased or non-purchased , co n d u ct their m ilitary activ ities, 
i ll.”  In his en lightening essay , “ A fter  P inkville” , N oam  C hom sky

A n other o n e  o f  N ix o n ’s S ou th east A sia advisors, H erm an Kahn o f  
the H udson In stitu te , perceived  th at th e  U n ited  S tates was faced  w ith  
a d ile m m a -h o w  t o  silence the irksom e anti-war m ovem en t and at the  
sam e tim e, perm it th e  war to  co n tin u e  u n til the U n ited  S tates  
achieves to ta l con tro l o f  V ietn am . H is in gen ious so lu tion  w as to  
w ithdraw  U nited  S ta tes troop s, and to  replace them  w ith  A R V N ’s and  
m a ch in e s-a n d  to , in his w ords, “ in stru m enta lize  th e  b a tt le f ie ld .”  This 
w ou ld  allow  th e  U n ited  S tates governm ent to  an n ou nce the eventual 
w ithdraw al o f  all com btit troop s; the catch  is th a t all com b at troop s  
seem s like all troop s, b ut in fact, it ’s n o t  m ore than 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  m en . 
T his leaves 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  so  called  support troop s (A rtillery  units, 
bom b ers, e tc .) ,  and advisors and tech n icians. T h ese troop s w ou ld  be 
rem oved from  the fie ld  and relocated  in fortified  stron gh old s, w hich  
w ou ld  secure the bases around the c itie s , th e  c ities  them selves, and  
the E ast C oast, thu s im plem en ting  the enclave th eory .

T o  reduce the w eek ly  b od y  co u n t o f  dead G I’s th at was m aking  
such  u p settin g  co p y  in the U .S . new spapers, K ahn suggested  using  
sensors. Sensors are light, h ea t, n o ise  and sm ell d etectors for en em y  
m ovem en ts. T he sensors are a ttached  to  a com p uter at T ansh onn u t, a 
m ajor m ilitary airbase near Saigon . T h is com p uter au tom atica lly  sets  
o f f  a F -105  aircraft, over w h ich  th e  p ilo t has n o  co n tro l, w h ich  flies  
to  the sensed area and b om b s everyth ing there to  bits.. The logic  
beh ind  th is is that everyb od y  ou t there is en em y , w h ich  turns ou t to  
be m o st  o f  th e  V ietn am ese p op u lation . T o d ate , 1 .7 8  b illion  dollars 
have b een  spent on  sensors. T he m ilitary has asked Congress for a 
to ta l o f  2 0  b illion  dollars in order for sensors to  b e operational 
around every en clave. T h ey  call this th e  “ Project to  Save L ives” or  
V ietn am iza tion , clearly even  m ore cyn ica l than  its precursor, 
P acification .

W hat fo llo w s are excerp ts from  som e o f  those testim o n ies;  
detailed  descrip tion s in the veterans’ ow n  w ords o f  the app lication  
and results o f  th ese  p o lic ies .

D on  Engol w as a M arine C orps captain  and h elicop ter  p ilo t w ho  
flew  over five hundred co m b a t m ission s in V ietn am . He relates the  
fo llo w in g  story: “ T his on e  day in April o f  1 9 6 7 ,1 had fin ished  fly in g  
early , ab ou t five o ’c lo ck . I w as sitting  up on  the bunker eating m y  
C-rations w h en  I sp otted  tw o  F-4 P hantom  je ts  com in g  ou t o f  the  
w est. T hese p lan es, it’s pretty  easy for a p ilo t to  p ick  ou t p lanes, I 
m ean i t ’s your jo b  y o u  k n ow , y o u ’re afraid o f  everyth in g  that m oves  
w h en  y o u ’re in  th e  air so there w as n o  d o u b t ab out recogn ition . We 
w ere in K he San and right sou th  o f  us w as a village called  Long V e. It 
was an arm ed, govern m en t village w ith  a h elicop ter  pad clearly  
m arked w h ich  w as q u ite  d istinguishable from  the air. T h ese tw o  F -4 ’s, 
and th is w as n o t  a free fire zo n e , ju st p ick led  their b om b s on  this 
village, th ey  really low ered  th e  b o o m . We flew  till o n e  a.m . in the  
m orning trying to  pull ou t su rv iv o rs-w e  pu lled  o u t ap p roxim ately  
150  casualties. M ost o f  the p eo p le  w e ju st le ft  b ecau se th ey  were 
dead. It w as just w o m en , ch ildren  and old  m en . T h ey  used cluster  
bom b u n its on  th em , napalm , anyth in g  you  co u ld  th ink  o f .”  D on  also  
to ld  o f  h o w  he had f lo w n  m any m issions in to  Laos as early as 
February 1 9 6 9 .

Major G ordon  L iv ingston , a D o c to r  and a W est P o in t G raduate, 
served w ith  then  C o lon el G eorge S . P atton  in the 11th  A rm ored  
Cavalry R eg im en t. L iv ingston  tells h o w  ph ysician s, w h ose  roles as 
non-com b atants is clearly ou tlin ed  in th e  G eneva C on ven tion , used  
such drugs as sod ium  p en o th o l or susconeal co lin e , a drug w hich  
in d uces paralysis, in a ttem p ts to  e lic it  in form ation  from  prisoners. 
These war crim es p o lic ies  were so w ell in tegrated  in to  P atton ’s unit 
that even  th e  chaplain prayed for a b ig b od y  co u n t. L ivingston  relates

UHL
describes the d ev elo p m en t, also k n ow n  as urban ization , as fo llow s:  
“ It is im portan t to understand that the m assacre o f  the rural 
p op u lation  o f  V ietnam  and their forced  evacu ation  is n ot an  
accidental by-product* o f  the war. R ather, it  is o f  the very essen ce o f  
A m erican strategy .” T he story beh ind  it has b een  exp la in ed  w ith  great 
clarity and exp lic itn ess b y  Professor Sam uel H u n tin gton , chairm an o f  
the G overnm ent D ep artm ent at Harvard and, at the tim e , 1968;  
Chairm an o f  th e  C ouncil on  V ietn am ese S tud ies o f  the S ou th east A sia  
D evelop m en t A dvisory G roup. W riting in “ Foreign  A ffairs’’ m agazine, 
he exp la in s that the V ietcon g  is a p ow erfu l force w h ich  can n ot be  
dislodged  frôm  its  co n stitu en cy  so  lon g  as the co n stitu en cy  co n tin u es  
to  ex is t. H u n tin gton  feels that th e  on ly  w ay to  destroy  this 
con stitu en cy  is by  the d irect ap p lication  o f  m echanical and  
con ven tional p o w e r -o n  such a m assive scale as to  p roduce a m assive 
m igration  from  cou n trysid e  to  c ity  w here, n ow  to ta lly  d em oralized , 
the peasants are placed in con cen tra tion  cam ps and slum s and are 
m ore easily  con tro lled  by th e  Saigon regim e. W hereas before 1 9 6 5 , it  
w as estim ated  th at e igh ty-five  p ercent o f  th e  S ou th  V ietn am ese  
p op u lation  resided in rural areas, it is n ow  estim ated  that f ifty  percent  
o f  the p eop le  have b een  forcib ly  relocated  and b om b ed  in to  the  
disease in fested  cam ps in  urban areas. Thirty percen t o f  th is sam e 
p op u la tion  are considered  refu gees according to  Sen ator Ted  
K en n ed y’s report on  th e  refugee prob lem  in V ietn am .

Sam uel H u n tin gton  realised th a t any socia l structure ex istin g  in 
the cou n trysid e  o f  S ou th  V ietnam  provides the liberation  fighters 
w ith  a base. He realised that the liberation  fighters w ere o f  the 
peasants and th a t their lo y a ltie s  w ere freely  g iven . ,

COUNT

the fo llow in g  story: “ It occurred  ab ou t F ebruary, 1 9 6 9 , and the  
specific w ords o f  the prayer w en t as fo llo w s: The standing order o f  
the regim ent w as ‘to  find  th e  bastards and p ile o n .’ This* was printed  
on  signs in every b ivou ac area. A nd th a t in fact, is w hat th e  chaplain  
prayed for w hen  asked to  pray for a large b o d y  cou n t. He said, “ H elp  
us, Oh L ord, t o  fu lfill th e  stand ing order o f  this regim ent. G ive us the  
w isdom  to  find  the bastards and th e  strength to  p ile o n ” .”

First L t. Larry R ottm an  served as the In form ation  O fficer for the  
2 5 th  D iv ision , R ottm a n , in h is te st im o n y , describ es in vivid  d eta il the  
results o f  O peration  Ju n ction  C ity , w hich  began on  February 2 2 ,
1 9 6 7 , and en d ed  on  May 16 o f  the sam e year . T hese are h is words:

“ By June o f  1967  th e  entire nine-hundred square-m ile E lephant
Ear area h ad  been  declared a free fire z o n e , m eaning that an yth in g  
that m oved  in it w ou ld  be sh o t, b urned , or k illed . F ly in g  over that 
area in h elicop ters I cou ld  see h o w  the d efo lia tion  had reduced  the  
jungle to  ju st barren so il and dead trees. Y ou  probably  all k n ow  h o w  a 
typical operation  o f  th is k ind occu rs, w ith  air strikes and so  on  and so  
forth . I ’ll just give y o u  a few  figures. T he O peration  Ju n ction  C ity for  
the 2 5 th  Infantry D iv ision  began w ith  B-52 b om b  raids w hich  
dropped  a to ta l o f  1 6 ,0 0 0  tw o  hundred , five hundred p ou n d s b om bs. 
There w ere a lso  1 ,7 5 7  air support sorties b y  P hantom  and Sky H awk  
attack  b om bers. T he je ts  ex p en d ed  1 ,6 4 8  to n s  o f  napalm , 1 ,1 0 4  tons  
o f  o th er  k inds o f  b o m b s, and co u n tle ss hundreds o f  thou san d s o f  2 .75  
rock ets and m achine-gun fire. A fter the prepping, th e  o b jects  to  be  
searched for b y  the ground  crew s: T h ey  lo o k ed  fo r  w eap on s, 
fo o d stu ffs , m ed ical su p p lies, b unkers, tu n n els , o r  anyth in g  that cou ld  
be o f  use to  the en em y . V illages, h am le ts , or any other signs o f  life  
were to  b e  co m p le te ly  d estroyed . H ou ses w ere burned , fo o d  

co n fisca ted , p o iso n ed  or urinated on; h ou seh o ld  item s sm ashed, 
livestock  k illed  o r  m u tila ted , banana trees and gardens d estroyed , 
b urned , u p rooted . T w en ty -o n e  v illages in Tay N in h  Province were  
d estroyed  during th is op era tion  A f  Trai V ai, Z a m e t-a n d  I w o n ’t  go  
through all o f  th em , I have a list o f  tw en ty -o n e  if  y o u ’re in terested . 
Y ou can see them . I brought the map w ith  m e, th e  Join  O perations  
G round M ap, w h ich  y o u  can ob ta in  from  the governm ent m ap  
bureau, num ber 1 5 0 1 G N C 4 8 7  w h ich  is standard issue to  all ground  
com b at un its .-I have the m ap here, I ’ll b e glad to  sh ow  it to  a n y b o d y , 
as w ell as the villages, later o n .”

O ne o n e  occa sio n , R ottm an  serving in h is  cap acity  as in form ation  
officer , w as present during a briefing b e tw een  G eneral W estm oreland  
and the C om m an d in g  G eneral o f  the 25  D iv ision  con cern in g  b od y  
cou n t. R ottm an  stated  that o ffic ia l M ACV p o licy  w as to  ob tain  a 
b od y  co u n t o f  tw o  thousand  en em y  per w eek . He says that to  m eet  
this figure, each  d ivision  was given an u n o ffic ia l but very real q u o ta  o f  
V iet  C ong to  report k illed . During a v isit by  G eneral W estm oreland in
1 9 6 8 , ju st  th e  w eek  fo llow in g  the beginn ing o f  T e t, “ I heard him  tell 
the com m an d in g  general that the 2 5 th  D iv ision  n eed ed  to  p u t m ore  
em phasis o n  b o d y  co u n t, ‘I w an t m ore b od ies’, th at’s a d irect q u o te .  
T he com m an d in g  general o f  the d ivision  passed o n  the pressure to  
brigade com m an d ers w h o  passed  i t  on  to  b atallion  com m an d ers to  
com p any com m an d ers to  p la to o n  leaders, squad leaders and o n  d ow n  
u n til every m an w as a ffec ted  b y  th is b o d y  cou n t o b sessio n .”

Bart O sborne w ork ed  c lo se ly  w ith  the CIA in th e  Planning  
assassination  program m e. H e relates certain interrogation  tech n iq u es  
that w ere su ccessfu lly  used  to  gain in form ation . “ I w en t along tw ic e ,”  
O sborne te lls ,“w ith  the Third M arine D iv ision  w hen  th ey  w ou ld  go  up  
in h e licop ters and take tw o  d eta inees along. T h ey  used o n e  as a scare 
m echanism  for th e  other. I f  they  w anted  to  in terrogate d eta in ee A , 
they  w o u ld  take so m eo n e  along w h o  w as e ith er in bad h ea lth  or 
w h om  they  had already w ritten  o f f  as a lo s s - t a k e  b o th  these  
V ietn am ese a long in th e  h e lico p ter  and they  w ou ld  say , th ey  w ou ld  
start investigating D eta in ee  B the o n e  they  had n o  in terest in , and  
they w o u ld n ’t g e t  any in form ation  ou t o f  him  and so  -they w ou ld  
threaten to  throw  him  ou t o f  the h e licop ter . A ll the t im e , o f  course, 
the d eta in ee  th e y  w an ted  in form ation  from  w as w atch ing . A nd they  
w ou ld  threaten  and  threaten  and , f in a lly , they  w ou ld  throw  him  o u t  
o f  the h e lico p ter . I w as there w hen  this hap p en ed  tw ice  and it  w as 
very e ffe c tiv e , because o f  cou rse , a t th e  tim e the step  on e w as to  
throw  the person  o u t^ o f  the h e licop ter  and step  tw o  w as to  say , 
‘Y ou ’re n e x t .’ A nd that q u ite  o ften  brok e them  d ow n  and 
dem oralized  th e m , and at that p o in t th ey  w ou ld  give in form ation . 
S om etim es th e  in form ation  w as accurate; so m etim es this was 
considered  an in e ffec tiv e  m eth od  o f  in vestigation . S o m etim es the  
V ietn am ese , w h en  threatened  w ith  th ings like the to w e l treatm en t or  
the te lep h o n e  treatm ent or in  o n e  case, th e  h e licop ter  in c id en t, w ou ld  
start babbling an yth in g  at all and w ou ld  say w hatever y o u , he fe lt ,  
w an ted  to  hear, and th is, again, w as in e ffec tiv e . But that w as the  
m od u s operandi used , and th o se  w ere the incid en ts that I actually  was 
in vo lved  in .”

Charles L ock e , w h o  testified  at the C itizen s’ C om m ission ’s 
N ational hearings in W ashington, served w ith  C C om p an y , 1 /2 0  
B atta lion , 11th  Brigade, A m erican  D iv ision . L ocke w as on ly  
nin eteen  and w h at w e  call a grunt, an in fantry  r iflem an , w h en  he  
served w ith  th is , th e  sam e u n it that L t. C alley  w as in , b u t this was 
tw o  years a fter  the My Lai m assacre. T he m en in L o c k e’s un it 
w ore h e lm et bands w ith  th e  m o tto  “ R em em ber My L ai.”  W hen 
asked b y  an A m erican jou rn a list w hat th is saying m ean t, L ocke  
responded  th a t, “ My Lai w as an exam p le  o f  w hat shou ld  be d on e  
over th ere , w hat the h igher ech e lo n  w an ts done over there,”  
L ocke never had any form al ed u ca tio n  on  guerilla w arfare, y e t  he 
k n ew  in stin ctive ly  w h a t the Brass w as up to  w ith  princip les like  
p acifica tion . H e sta ted  it  sim p ly . “ It’s a sea o f  p eo p le  over there, 
and th ey ’ve g o t  to  dry up th e  sea in order to  get the so-called  bad 
g u y s .”  P acification  is gen o c id e , A m erica’s F inal S o lu tio n .

T o  ob tain  the goa ls o f  P a cifica tion , A m ericans have know ingly  
fou n d ed  and accep ted  as instru m ents o f  national p o licy  the  
fo llow in g:

U ndeclared  war.
The m ost in ten sive and indiscrim inating b om b in g  in  h isto ry , w h at  
added  up to  o n  th e  order o f  three tim es th e  ord inance ex p en d ed  
b y  all th e  p articipan ts o f  World War T w o .
T he calcu lated  and p lanned  use o f  p o litica l assassination .
T he declaration  o f  up to  o n e  h a lf o f  a cou n try  as a free fire z o n e . 
T he use o f  d e fo lia tio n  and herb icid es as w eap on s o f  war on  a 
m assive scale.
T he forced  em igration  o f  peasants to  c ities  o f  sa tu ration  b om b in g  
and evacuation  at gu n p o in t.
T he daily  an n ou n cem en t o f  a b o d y  co u n t as a b arom eter o f  
national su ccess.
T he system atic  use o f  torture to  e lic it  in te lligen ce in form ation .
A ll o f  these a llegations are su p p orted  b y  the testim on y  o f  the  
hundreds o f  V ietn am  veterans w h o  have testified  p u blically  
ab ou t their exp erien ces , during th is last year in hearings 
around the U n ited  S tates.
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EPISODE THREE

Bobby rose early the next morning to prepare himself for 
the drive and the ferry ride to the island. He told Rayette 
that she would have to wait for him at the motel. As he 
prepared to get into the car, she walked out after him:

"W hy can't / come ou t w ith you to your fam ily's house? 
Now give me one good reason."

" I  have to see what's going on first. My Father's sick, you 
understand? They w ou ldn 't be prepared fo r me bringing 
anyone."

"So how long do / have to sit and twiddle m y thumbs in 
this place?"

Bobby sighed:
"Look, Ray—i f  you can 't do what I'm  asking you, why 

don 't you ju s t take the money and go on back south w ith  
i t . "

Rayette ran over to the car:
"Oh, Hon, d o n 't talk like th a t."
"Look, w ill you try  and understand. This is n o t something 

/ want to do. Jesus Christ, you ought to know me well 
enough fo r tha t."

Rayette stepped back at once:
"Sorry, Honey."
Bobby relented for a moment, and they kissed noisily. 

Then he climbed into the car.
" I t ' l l  be a lr ig h t,"  said Rayette, managing a smile. " I  mean, 

there's s tu ff fo r me to do. They got magazines in there and 
T V -a ll r igh t? "

Bobby nodded and started the engine:
" I ' l l  try and call you in a couple o f  days."
He drove out of the motel. As he glanced in his rear-view 

mirror, he could see Rayette standing, a forlorn figure, by 
the door of the rented cabin. He felt a pang of renewed guilt, 
as if the world was closing in on him. He braced himself to 
take what lay ahead.

Everything was just as Bobby remembered it, from the 
fresh sea air of the ferry-ride to the healthy dampness of the 
thickly wooded island. He felt a pang of sad nostalgia as he 
drove slowly up the snaky road that lead through the trees to 
the old house, built like an English country house with its 
porches and terraces, and the lawns that led to the sea.

It was as he remembered it in other ways too, as his car 
slid to a halt in the drive. The house seemed at first silent and 
deserted, but then he could hear the sound of music as the 
piano played quietly from one of the music rooms that led 
off the comfortable lounge. He went quietly into the house 
and let the music roll over him. Cautiously he opened the 
door from where he heard the sound of playing and saw his 
Brother Carl, his neck in a frighteningly large brace, standing 
over the piano where a willowy, but beautiful blonde girl was 
playing quietly. Bobby did not disturb them, but shut the 
door quietly again. The girl, he thought, must be Van Oost. 
Good for Carl.

He went across the living room and opened another door. 
There was a wheelchair in the centre of the room, facing 
away from the door. His sister Tita was leaning over it, 
scissoring away at the hair of the man in it. She saw him and 
stood back, smiling a welcome. Bobby smiled in return, then 
walked round the front of the chair to look at his Father, a 
mixture of love and hatred filling his heart.

The old man looked just as Bobby remembered him, the 
long white beard of the Patriarch, the smiling, twinkling eyes 
belying the sternness of the features. But now the eyes were 
blank and stared back unknowingly. Bobby looked up at 
Tita:

"He doesn't even know who the hell I am."
Bobby met everybody over lunch in the dining room. He 

was aware of several tensions as he sat down to the meal. The 
tension that had always been there between Carl and himself, 
he greeted as an old friend, but there was other tension; 
between Tita and Spicer, the burly male nurse who looked 
after his Father, perhaps, and a new soscouse between 
himself and the girl who had come to learn from and live 
with Carl, Catherine Van Oost. As the meal progressed made 
difficult by being eaten in the presence of his Father, a man 
already three-quarters dead, Bobby was aware of Catherine's 
penetrating glances. At last she broke the silence between 
them:

" I  was ju s t going to ask Bobby, Carl, how  long it's  been 
since he's been away from here."

"Three years."
" I t 's  more like tw o ,"  grinned Carl.
Tita tried to argue—that was the way it had always been, 

but Carl argued with her. Catherine said:
"What have you been doing since then?"
"O dd jobs o f work here and there. Nothing too 

interesting."
"A nd  you no longer play at a ll? "
Carl interrupted. He always had done, as long as Bobby

Spicer the Sailor

could remember, as long as someone had been interested in 
Bobby:

"Just before m y accident. Just after I 'd  come o f f  tour 
w ith  the Betanthaller Quartet. Father and Herbert and / had 
a summ it conference concerning you ."

"Where was I , "  snapped Tita. "Polishing silver behind the 
coal b in ? "

"Well, / d o n 't know where you were. Penis-envy."
" I  hope / d id n 't hear th a t,"  snarled Tita, staring hard at 

her plate.
"Nevertheless, Bobby. They wanted to hire a detective to 

ferret you out. A nd  / talked them out o f  it, because / fe lt 
that whatever you were doing, you had a perfect righ t to 
do—no m atter how nonsensical you r adventures m ight be. I t  
was as simple as that, Robert."

" I  really appreciate it, C arl."  He turned to Catherine: 
"H ow  long have you been here."

"O n ly  two months."
Carl laughed and laid a proprietorial hand on her shoulder. 

Catherine shook it off and rose:
"Carl, i f  you're finished, / th ink  I 'd  like to go and do 

some w ork."
They gotup, and, at the door, Carl turned:
" I  hope you feel righ t at home, Robert".
" I  feel fine."
That afternoon, Bobby wandered round the grounds, 

remembering all the old hiding places, all the happy places of 
youth and growing-up. He found Tita looking for him and 
they stopped to talk:

"He has ways o f  communicating, Robert. / can te ll when 
he's expressing approval o r disapproval from his eyes."

"Yeah, some range. / can't take much more o f h im , sitting  
there like a stone."

" It 's  no t that bad ,"  said Tita sadly. "W ill you stay a 
while?"

" I  d o n 't k n o w ," sighed Bobby.
It was the next day that Bobby saw Catherine again. He 

had looked for her at breakfast, without asking any of the 
others, and at last, he met her in the drive:

"H i, I've been looking a ll over fo r you."
"Y ou  have? / went rid ing ."
"Riding. That's dangerous, you know. You play the piano 

a ll day, then jum p on a horse. You can get cramps."
"Well, / like to ride. Rain or shine, I do i t  as many times 

as / can get. It 's  very invigorating."
Bobby shrugged:

"Well, / d o n 't like  to get too invigorated myself—what else 
do you do?"

"Well, there's fishing and boating. There's concerts on the 
mainland. / feel s illy  telling you. You probably know better 
than / what there is to do ."

"N o th ing ,"  snapped Bobby.
"N o th ing?" Well, i t  must be very boring fo r you here."
"That's r ig h t"
" I  find  tha t hard to comprehend. / d o n 't th ink I've ever 

been bored."
"W hat are you doing righ t now ?"
" I  plan to take a h o t tub and soak myself. A fte r that I 

plan to read some music and rest fo r a while."
"Tom orrow , then?"
'T o m o rro w  is a fu ll practice day."  She smiled at the look 

of disappointment on his face, blushing slightly at the implied 
male flattery: "B u t the day a fte r tom orrow  / w ill be free. 
Carl has hydro-therapy on Tuesdays—w ill you be free?"

Bobby shrugged:
'FYeah, I ' l l  probably be free."
So Bobby was going to have to wait for almost two days 

to find out about Catherine, find out whether she could offer 
him an escape from the trap he felt himself ensnared in, or 
whether escape through her would be just another illusion, 
whether escape at all was impossible.

He got through the rest of that day somehow, and the 
whole of the next, just wandering around, steeping himself 
in nostalgia and memory. It was on that Monday evening that 
he relented for long enough to call Rayette at the Motel on 
the mainland. He signed as he listened to her whining on the 
phone, and as he quieted her down. He also surprised himself 
by the guilt he felt when Catherine walked by him in the hall 
as he was still talking to her. When she threatened to go back 
south, his answer was a sigh:

'7 have to go novtr, Ray. I ' l l  try  and call you in a couple o f 
days. I f  you're gone, you're gone. B ye ."

The next morning, Carl was due to catch the noon ferry 
to the mainland and for his therapy. Tita and Bobby went 
out to see him off. Of Catherine there was no sign. A table 
tennis table was set up round the side of the house, near 
where the cars were kept, and Carl, Brace and all, insisted on 
playing a game with Bobby before he went. By the garage 
doors, Spicer was cleaning the old man's wheelchair, and 
Bobby could not help but notice the side-long glances that 
Tita gave him as they played.
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Getting across the point

Family life serials and newspaper cartoons prove that 
suburban consumer society is fatally boring and seriously 
frustrated. Deviations, the source of spurious comedy, are 
splendidly resolved in a consensus to conform.

Reaction to the sterile and brutal morality of this society 
celebrated by the media, seeks to establish a new code of 
behaviour which is both progressive, and in a sense, 
reactionary; a process of remaking society by considering the 
superceded successes of history and, where history has failed, 
by experimenting with alternatives to the present inhumane 
structures.

Self-styled conservative governments are peculiarly 
progressive in the fields of technology. By maintaining a 
system of economics which concentrates wealth in the hands 
of the compliant few, human development is seen to depend 
upon promoting areas of prestige, simultaneously providing 
more contracts for the industrial rich. Cars, clothes and 
houses are subjected to the niceties of 'fashion' which 
dictates a mindless process of discarding one model for the 
next. The terror of obselescence motivates the capricious 
whirl of the wealthy and secure the aspiring poor to a system 
with glittering rewards. Such governments have engineered 
great steps for mankind in space extravanganzas and military 
sophistications; laboratores are chosen to test the latter and 
depleted stocks can be resupplied by obliging armaments

PROTEST AND DISCONTENT 
edited by CRICK and ROBSON 

PENGUIN

The mass media, gay crier of the global village, has 
seduced our mothers, fathering the generation of protest; 

j ihildren furiously engaged in the traditional pursuit of 
j latricide. It matters little whether they are treated with 
wtraged rejection (the policeman's boot school) or 

j mothered with Spockian concern (analytical cant on 
j undays), Media Man has driven his offspring into the streets.

News presentation cannot avoid some factual fidelity, a 
isual conglomeration of injustice and slaughter, but 
mmediately counters this with commentary and ideological 
ustification. Thus the 'Reds' invariable 'massacre the 
nnocents' and the 'F,ree World'—with all the grim 
modulations of apologists-merelydestroys life in the heroic 
task of 'defending a way of life'; anti-personnel bombing 
becomes the delicate manoeuvre of 'protective reaction'.
[ But even colour television cannot distinguish the shades of 
’blood on a battlefield, disguise a fog of tear-gas or deny the 
beauty of Angela Davis. Verbal attempts to do so confound 
tie viewer's eye. The constant spectacle of paraded death 
md tyranny obscures those professions of necessity; the 
argans of our society invite disgust and rebellion by 
accepting the existence of carnage and excusing it with 
fictitious analysis.

Television, as the Yippies realised,deifies the spectacular 
process and demonstrations become a visually exhilerating 
art form. Flowers are stuffed into gun barrels and the flies of 
erect guardsmen unzipped. Jerry Rubin claims to have 
radicalised the children of Amerika with news coverage of 
cops throwing him out of HUAC dressed as Santa Claus.

manufacturers. Advertising is the apotheosis of this 
diminishing economic spiral. Wealthy businesses can afford 
vast campaigns thus capturing a market to provide more 
capital for bigger displays . . . the people are lulled by 
subliminal titillation and a new species of insidious rich enter 
the arena to perpetuate the process. Some reflection on the 
tangible rewards of such progress is offered by the number of 
Americans—rural, black and poor—who believe the moon 
landings to be a giant fraud perpetrated in Arizona.

Protesters have been demanding that man and his 
environment cease to be regarded as the playground for the 
rich and their machinery. Their progress is revealed as 
aggressive violation and diminution of human dignity; the 
possibilities of mankind have not been truly enhanced by the 
adulation of technology. A new 'Age of Enlightenment' is 
confronted by the humanists of a new 'Renaissance' who 
would remind the world of traditional values to be regained 
and a quality of life to be discovered before mechanical 
madness descinds like Pope's 'dread empire' restored and 
'universal darkness buries all'.

Once the bomb spectre created paranoia enough for a 
generation, what kind of neurotic monster are we 
conditioning in the present child whose air, earth and water 
are poisoned by the rapacious, whose ears record the heroic 
applause bestowed on murderers of whole villages, whose 
heart races at a night knock on the door, believing that he is 
persecuted for finding peace in the burning of a weed. 
Society is cripplings its heirs and mutilating inheritance.

The best essay in the Penguin collection Protest and 
Discontent is Arthur Koestler's Rebellion in a Vacuum 
dealing with the part played in the destruction of young 
minds by education. Koestler finds the dictionary definition 
of education—'intellectual and moral training'— extremely 
offensive and demands that the process of education must 
'catalyse the m ind ' instead. The present intrusion leads to 
'experimental neurosis' expressed in violent rejection or a 
dulling conformity open to easy manipulations.

An international educational conspiracy is dominated by 
three 'Rs'. (i) Reductionism: in which view a man is nothing 
but a complex biological mechanism, his behaviour nothing  
but a chain of conditioned responses, art is nothing bu t a 
substitute for goal-inhibited sexuality, (ii) Ratomorphism: 
the tendency to project animal characteristics discovered in 
research into patterns of human behaviour. We are variously 
seen as extensions of Pavlov's dogs, countless rats, Lorenz's 
aggressive geese, and Morris's monkeys. Their conditioned 
reflexes have become paradigms for man's condition, (iii) 
Randomness: life is regarded by this school, as merely the 
result of random mutations preserved by natural selection 
and reinforcement (a condition of Brownian motion 
recognised by Jackson Pollock, John Cage and William 
Burroughs in their creative processes).

Koestler sees the emphasis on these beliefs tending to 
eliminate meaning and values from life—'the result is an 
existential vacuum'. He cites the appearance of a new 
psychological disorder, the frustration of the "Will to 
Meaning". Student rebellion is directed against a frustrating 
social environment which increasingly ignores meanings to 
fulfill and values to actualise.

Other essays in the collection are more specialised and 
examine Varieties of Socialist Thought, Protest among the 
Immigrants, The Trade Union Movement, Protest in India, 
France, Japan and USA. A Philosophy professor from LSE 
writes an extraordinary work on Myth, Ideology and 
Revolution, worth reading for its absurd conclusions arrived 
at by disinterested semantics. The call for 'commitment', he 
decides, requires the exclusion of intellectual experiment and 
exploration, sexual experimentation is permissible, he notes 
with the air of one who has penetrated and exploded a myth. 
A word too on the exasperated liberal from Leeds who 
recoils from Mark Rudd's speech to his university chancellor 
'Up against the wall motherfucker, this is a stick-up'. 
Professor Hansen finds 'a dear complimentary between the 
language o f the gutter and the behaviour o f the guttersnipe 
. . . surely the most remarkable crud ity  uttered by people 
claiming membership o f an intellectual elite'. Personally I 
would chose General Curtis Le May's gleeful desire to 'bomb 
the Vietnamese back to the Stone Age' or Spiro Agnew's 
blithe acceptance of ghettos as rather more remarkable 
crudities.

Mr Penguin is being very generous to the left, the young 
and the dispossessed, in providing a steady diet of Pelican 
specials to gorge screaming mouths and satisfy appealing 
hands. Someone suggested that it's all part of the Man's 
universal plot to keep the malcontents in bookshops, libraries 
or up late each night engrossed with diversionary obsessions. 
But this book's most compelling contributor, Koester again, 
finds, at least, the conviction and motivation of the rebels, 'a 
wholesome achievement'. All Power to the Penguin 
Generation!

RICHARD KING

King . . . the dialectics of rebellion

W edde's poetry 
&  the passion

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
ARRANGED BY KIER VOLKERLING  

MACLAURIN CHAPEL
"My throat as dry as pottery". Red growing out towards 

us, growing on the pews, on our faces, above us and behind. 
The crowd—our ears hear sounds of suffering—very 
real—amber fires glooding to our sides. "How does it feel to 
be down?"

In the darkness of the chapel we are still and quiet. "Blue 
mother" Blue roof—there is sorrow yet to come. With dying 
sound/dying colour . . we hear of Simon. With gentle 
sound/gentle colour. . Veronica/"blue veined lily".

With noise of anguish, amber fires and tears of red and the 
lamenting of the women. We are parched and we know of the 
dust on His face. Wailing . . reaching up and up . . we are 
encased with wailing. There/climatic rush of light and 
sound/outside and within. Lights kill one another. A final cry 
and darkness . . our attention on the cross. "I thirst" red, 
blood red upon us. " It is finished" amber fire grows and 
grows. "I die" we are left to darkness. Cold blue of tomb fills 
every part around us. "Stone surrounds cannot contain you". 
There is promise of return.

This recounts a little of the contemporary presentation of 
the Stations of the Cross returned to MacLaurin Chapel after 
a debut in 69 and absence last year.

The presentation in '69 of the poetry and sound of Jack 
Body and Ian Wedde had been pleasing and memorable, Kier 
Volkerling's arrangement of it this year, with his emphasis on 
visual experience didn't disappoint me.

The seating arrangement at the Chapel was changed for 
the occasion, pews grouped towards the centre, the audience 
no longer looking towards the sanctuary with its high white 
cross, we were inclined to see and hear above and below and 
around us as well: thoughtful on Kier's part who 
remembered how much the '69 audience had missed by 
frontal vision only.

The evening I went there were pitiful few there to 
participate in the experience, apparently the two following 
nights saw larger gatherings. Everyone who did go is bound 
to agree that Kier's presentation showed his capabilities at 
presenting a visual experience well worth seeing. I hope we 
see more of his presentations.

PAULA WORTHINGTON
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F o llow ing  th e  le a d e r all th e  

w a y  fro m  B elsen to  M y  Lai
EARTH/EARTH

An exhibition of Landscape Paintings at the 
Barry Lett Gallery

BINNEY, ILLINGWORTH, McCAHON, 
SMITHER, WOOLLASTON

. . an exhibition of landscape painting that paid 
homage to the land and a catalogue of comments that 
decried its continued destruction,” is what the Barry Lett 
Gallery has gathered together here. The cries of rage from the 
artists give the impression that they are showing us the land 
as they may never see it again, in their written statements. 
Except for Woollaston's statement at the end it makes very 
heavy reading. He writes,” . . ./ can 't agree that "ugliness"is  
synonomous w ith what man does to the landscape o r 
"beau ty" w ith unspoiltness . . .  / fear that the cu lt o f  
unspoiltness being "scenery" is possibly a romantic 
inheritance from the Eighteenth Century very much thought 
o f  as a source o f touristic revenue."

In the approach to the landscape and in the means of 
representation we have on the one hand the raw, 
spontaneous (in the sense of painting directly from the land) 
works of McCahon and Woollaston and on the other the 
more contrived, very tightly controlled works of Binney, 
Smither and Illingworth. The first come close to incoherence 
at times while second are in real danger of being dominated 
by their mannerisms.

I sense with McCahon and Woollaston a strong emotive 
response to the presence of the land before them. 
Woollaston's paintings, especially Blackball in Autumn have a 
tense muscularity about them. With both painters the air is a 
charged active element. Space is regarded as filled rather than 
empty, there is an active inter-relationship between all of the 
parts. McCahon's works here are of sunsets seen from the 
clifftops of Muriwai, and are more involved with the sensual 
aspect than anything else.

Binney, Smither and Illingworth break the land down to 
simple hard-edged forms. For each of them these forms have 
become their trademark. In contrast to the other two the 
view of the land here is detached, essentially that of an urban 
dweller with a nostalgic eye on the country-side.

Binney's best works here are his drawings, where the 
heavy black line that he uses to deliniate his forms articulates 
rather than controls the forms as in his paintings. In his 
paintings bounded flat areas work against rather than with 
thick, green areas of impasto representing the bush.

Smither paints hills that are smooth, barren, almost dead. 
In Waipata Diggings the earth stands tensed against an airless 
sky with a feeling almost of paranoia. In Sarah Assisting 
Thomas in his first Stand Up Pee the hills are like a theatre 
back-drop. In an indirect way his paintings are a protest 
against the disappearance of a simpler life. Illingworth's 
paintings are similar, but Illingworth retreats into a simulated 
naievete behind which is a lurking cynicism.

The earth as an element containing underlying male and 
female entities is the recurring motif in his precisely painted 
works. They are close to being decorative. Like the preceding 
two, the forms he uses in painting the land are in danger of 
becoming as lifeless as he feels the land is itself becoming.

GORDON CLIFTON

GODARD
"Sympathy 

for the 
Devil (1+1)"

VEGAS T H EA T R E
Friday, April 30th

th© war

A concerted effort
—A ndrew  Riddell

W h o re d o m
'This poem was written by Thomas Merton, and, it's a groovy 
poem, and it really says a lot to me.'—Lenny Bruce.

My name is Adolf Eichmann.
The Jews came every day 
to vat they thought vould be 
fun in the showers.
The mothers vere quite ingenious.
They vould take the children 
and hide them in 
bundles of clothing.
Ve found the children, 
scrubbed them, 
put them in the chambers, 
and sealed them in.
I vatched through the portholes
as they would doven and chant
'Hey, mein Liebe, heyyyy
Ve took off their clean Jewish love-rings,
removed their teeth and hair—
for strategic defence.
I made soap out of them,
I made soap out of all of them; 

i and they hung me, 
in full view of the prison yard.
People say,
'Adolf Eichmann should have been hung'
Nein.
Nein, if you recognize the whoredom 
in all of you,
that you would have done the same, 
if you dared know yourselves.
My defense?
I vas a soldier.
People laugh
'ha ha. This is no defense, 
that your are a soldier'
This is trite.
I vas a soldier, 
a good soldier.
I saw the end of a conscientious day's effort.
I saw all the work that I did.
I, Adolf Eichmann, 
vatched through the portholes.
I saw every Jew burned 
und turned into soap.
Do you people think yourselves better 
because you burned your enemies 
at long distances 
with missiles?
Without ever seeing what you'd done to them?

Hiroshima . . .
Auf Wiedersehen

HEARD THE ALARM CLOCK SCREAMING 
WITH PAIN COULDN'T FIND MYSELF 
SO / WENT BACK TO SLEEP AGAIN

Ken Rea,
reating a n< 
jnsemble of 
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IN THE YEAR OF THE PIG 
PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY 

EMILE DE ANTONIO (1968) 
BLOODLETTING TIME : VA HOURS

Quote of the film: "Blessed are the peacemakers,”  
Humphrey.

Characters:
Foster Dulles, Ho Chi Minh, L.B.J., Giap, Fr. Danii 

Berrigan, Humphrey, Curtis Le May, Richard Nixon, Marshal 
Ky, Diem, Mme. Nhu, Salisbury, McNamara, Senators Joi 
McCarthy, Dirksen, Gruening, Clark, Col. G.S. Patton 
Viet Minh, Viet Cong, N.L.F.,- U.S. Army, Vietnamese 
Japanese, British, French and Allied troops Buddhist Monk; 
Students, U.S. Airforce, Westmoreland, C.I.A., Seventi 
Fleet, Political Scientists, Halberstein, Deveillers, Nortl 
Vietnamese militia, Van Dong, the Vietnamese people,!' 
J.F.K., Eisenhower, Thieu, State Department of U.S., and 
extras.

Emile de Antonio's "In  the Year of the Pig" produced in, | 
semi-documentary format,with capable assistance fron 
American politicians, whose spiels on the "problem'' of 
Vietnam border on the insane, is an important 
historical-political analysis. American credibility is negate) 
by the positive moral statement that this celluloid trauma 
evokes.

Some of these paunchy-faced, now departed 
psuedo-politicians have the swine-fever, in mind and soul, 
especially when an American senator swears that he'd rathe 
have "one dead American boy, than fifty Dead Chinks.1 
Death has become highly mechanised, man no longer being 
responsible for his acts, as he has become desensitised by 
weaponry that kills at the squeeze of a trigger. The burning 
Monk, the selective assassinations, the psycho-social bombin 
of populated areas, torture, execution, dying soldiers, th 
razing of villages, tearful children and cringing geriatrics ar 
our endowment, our wretched harvest because 
indifference, and the failure of the Man to realise thi 
humanity in his brothers.

Colonel G.S. Patton II I lauds his soldiers as being a 
"bloody good bunch of killers”, while an American politician 
is convinced that the Vietnamese are "willing to die as all 
Orientals are” . I give this movie a purple heart 
recommendation, and propose that all National Party 
politicians, and regular Church-goers, Engineering and 
Political Science students, and any other ignorant residents 
the Welfare University see the bloody film. Who would have 
thought that one would hear an admission from a U.S 
intelligence officer that the "attack” by torpedoes in the 
Gulf of Tonkin from North Vietnamese boats was a factual! 
fraud? The sight of the incinerated Monk in a Saigon street* 
may one day be re-inacted in the student union quadrangle, 
for who knows whether your children witness the madness, 
and weep in their beds at night, (even Calley wept in court).

See this documentary, as it is a part of the world that was, 
and is a great fillip for those intending to be arrested and 
locked in Central on April 30. I never realised that death had 
a clucking sound—but what could one expect from a Pig that 
has squealed out the truth, and is being roasted on the reel of 
history? Ky's answer to a question on the lack of freedom ir 
Saigon, is countered by his reply:

"We'll make the people feel free” . The tragedy is that the 
Vietnamese are free game even for a lethal helicopter-gunship 
nick named 'Birth-Control', but there is some hope left as Fr, 
Daniel Berrigan is now probably praying for the last days of 
Superman, in his cell in the heart of liberal America. (Oh, 
and by the way Nixon has just lost his daughter. Another one 
up for the law school.)

Postscript:
Colonel G.S. Patton III who featured in the 'Pig' and 

commander of the 11th Armoured Cavalry Regt. used to 
exhort his soldiers to "find the bastards and pile on", and in 
fact told his staff that the "present ratio of 90% killing to 
10% pacification is just about right” . When Patton left 
Vietnam he gave a party at which he dangled a peace 
medallion around his neck and carried around the polished 
skull of a Viet Cong with a bullet hole above the left eye.

JOHN M. GARNER
SO SCRUB MY SKIN WITH WOMEN 
CHAIN MY TONGUE WITH WHISKY 
STUFF MY NOSE WITH GA RL/C 
COAT MY EYES WITH BUTTER 
FILL MY EARS WITH S/L VER 
STICK MY LEGS IN PLASTER 
TELL ME LIES ABOUT VIETNAM

ADRIAN MITCHELL

Photographs c
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Ken Rea, actor/director/producer/man of theatre, is 
reating a new theatre—creating it with and out of an 
msemble of actors, who together aim to find a style of 
theatre within a year. An ambitious project. But no theatre 
in New Zealand has any style of its own—the Mercury is just 
«other example of money-making taste-mongering. No 
neatre has the intensity of certain overseas ensembles, such 

the San Francisco Mime Troupe, the Bread and Puppet 
eatre, or Grotowski's theatre in Poland. To find the kind
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of theatre needed in New Zealand, Ken Rea working from 
the inside out, has subjected his actors to a variety of styles 
of theatre, and a variety of acting enironments and audience 
situations. A certain kind of actor is needed—more robust 
energetic, lively, adaptable. Rea feels that there is not much 
worthwhile writing for theatre coming out of England and 
America and that there are enough revivals of older plays 
about. Therefore he has turned toward an indigenous 
theatre—most of the scripted work which he will be doing 
will be with local writers, working with them on the basis of 
the ensemble's improvisations, doing what the ensemble and 
the writers feel that there is a need for.

The experiment began last summer with the ensemble 
working on a Commedia del Arte scenario written about 
1660. The script was purely a scenario-no words, no specific 
actions, no sets prescribed etc. All these had to be worked 
out by the group. Emphasis was on action and independence 
from words-a lively, living theatre which performed in the 
Domain, at beaches and in halls. Thus he audiences were 
largely spontaneously formed, unprepared and the 
performance quite unexpected.

The experiment continues on Saturday May 1st at the 
Arts Centre in 24 Grafton Road. Ken Rea's ensemble is 
presenting a play entitled Progress in the Dark: An Auckland 
Sintennial All-bum. In this play the ensemble has turned 
more toward social comment, toward a more radical and 
political drama, creating a little subversion and carnival 
hysteria amidst the self-congratulatory sobriety of other 
Centennial 'Celebrations'. The emphasis is again on energy 
and liveliness as opposed to ponderous verbal theatre. The 
play has arisen out of a common desire on the part of all 
involved to make such a comment as this play is. The 
ensemble has again created theatre for the occasion, for what 
suits the need. Stylistically it leads on from the lessons of the 
Commedia. The play has been built on fact, embellished and 
mutated for the purposes of satire and comedy, and the 
structure had arisen out of the ensembles improvisations. On 
these improvisations, two writers, Russell Haley and Murray 
Edmond, have further improvised added various expedient 
traditional techniques, from the Elizabethan stage, from 
Arden, from Brecht, from various similar overseas ensembles, 
and from vaudeville, revue and showground. Thus the play is 
a mixture of scripting and improvisation, like Megan Terry's 
play Viet-Rock. It is a play for everyone and includes almost 
everything—so go along and see it.

The play has songs (set by Dave Neumegen), incidental 
music background slides, mime, dance, and rhymed doggerel 
verse. A full evening's entertainment it runs Saturday May 1, 
Sunday May 2, Wednesday May 5, Thursday May 6, Friday 
May 7 and Saturday May 8. Various episodes will be 
presented in the streets and in the Domain.

Some of the actors in the ensemble—Sally Rodwell, Paul 
Carew, John Darville, and Regini Werner—also work at 
Central Theatre, where attempts are being made to set up a 
similar ensemble. The two groups work in close

conjunction—Ken Rea is currently cp-producing a version of 
The Winter's Tale based on improvisation techniques—but it 
is Rea's university ensemble which is the radical wing of this 
theatre. Sally Rodwell, Paul Carew, Janet Chaafe, Stephen 
Gordon, Farrell Cleary and Alan Cocker all worked on the 
Commedia and are now working on Progress in the Dark. 
Regini Werner, John Darville, John Givins and Graham 
Howie are all new to the ensemble and are performing in 
Progress in the Dark.
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Brigid Mulrennan 
Linda Mayow 

Petronella Townsend 
Robert Paton 

Murray Lee 
P.K. Mishra

two
Dear S teph en ,

I can n ot w rite on  V ietn am . It 

is the cu lm ination  o f  the Great 

Lie o f  our tim es. It is to o  m uch to  

describe. A ll w e can d o  n ow  is 

act. A ct truly.
Love, 

Phil O’Carroll

three
Sir,

The H onourable R O Y A L S  
toured the Z o o lo g y  D epartm ent 
o f  our university on  21 A pril. The  
tour included  a set-p iece view ing  
o f  th e  Z oo  II class in their lab. To  
avoid  giving o ffen ce , h ow ever, a 
slight sanitising o f  the lab w as 
necessary: a dem onstrator w h o  
has long hair and d oesn ’t wear 
sh oes w as rem oved beforehand. 
O b viou sly , he was good  enough  to  
teach  b ut n o t clean  en ou gh  to  be  
seen b y  the R O Y A L S; that at 
least seem s to  have b een  the

D ear U n iversity  B ook sh op
I t ’s so n ice to  see th a t y o u  

support W om ens L iberation .
Presum ably th is change o f  

heart w ill be reflected  in a sudden  
rise in. the w ages o f  you r fem ale  
sta ff  from  8 0 c  an hour to  the  
m ale rate o f  8 7 c  an hour. Then  
the ex p lo ita tio n  o f  your w orkers 
w o u ld  at heart n o t  b e  sexually  
discrim inatory.

Janet Bogle 
Judy Hamerton 

Lois Ogilvie

Sir,
The con fron ta tion  b e tw een  

ex ecu tiv e  m em bers (1 Vi) and  
shadow  e x e c  m em bers in B 28  last 
w eek  sh ow ed  p erfectly  the  
p ath etic  state o f  stu d en t p o litics  
and th e  superficia lity  o f  the  
p eo p le  running th em . T o  spend  
nearly an hour in m eaningless 
ram blings, p etty  squabbling was 
secon d  o n ly  to  th e  in itia l SRC  
m eetin g  as tim e-w aster o f  th e  year 
so  far. Bill Spring tried b u t it 
seem s the o thers w ere there to  
entertain .

B ob H illier, you  ga ined  the  
a tten tion  o f  all present and the  
co n tem p t o f  s o m e -sa t is f ie d !

T he sooner th o se  running  
so-called  student p o litic s  realise 
that th ey  are n o t e lec ted  to  
m erely entertain  them selves and 
gullible hangers-on, th e  soon er  
som e resp ectability  w ill be given  
the various o ffic e s  and fuller  
s t u d e n t  p a r t i c ip a t io n  w ill 
even tu ate  in  these p o sitio n s.

Bren Scholium

Share a tear
Linda Daly-Peoples

Dear Miss Kedgely hear my plea,
And shed a collective tear for me.
As one of those for whom you speak 
I boldly dare to venture a squeak,
Of mild protest. And take up nib 
To do my thing for Women’s Lib

It has occurred to me to think 
As I contemplate my kitchen sink,
That those who invented the home appliance,
On which we now place such reliance,
(The which you scorn with lofty defiance)
Might have been doing us a favour 
In giving us leisurely time to savour 
The glories of the revelation 
Which you, with your higher education,
Are graciously pleased to impart 
To us, who are not quite so smart 
Or fortunate enough to have understood 
The powerful meaning of sisterhood.

Dear Miss Kedgely, your vocab is prolific,
But you do have difficulty being specific.
The “narrow predetermined path” at which you rage,
Leads “irrevocably” t o --------“old age!”
Women’s Lib, one assumes, wards off fatality,
And leads (irrevocably?) to immortality.
Or was that just a burst of hysteria
For the “insecure, vulnerable, anxious and inferior?”
You see your words are fired with passion,
In the best Kate Millet fashion,
But have you anything to offer,
To supplement the lists of adjectives you proffer,
Or to justify your repetition
Of the dubiously useful verb “to condition”?

In no uncertain terms we’re scolded
For being “conditioned, groomed, shaped, moulded.”
Dependence is another word
Of which your use is quite absurd.
I take it that your ideology 
Denies the function of biology.
I would not for the world disparage 
Your smugly bigoted view of marriage.
Indeed I’m delighted that your attitude to “Mating” 
Is far above “bra-burning” “men or women-hating.” 
Your “struggle” is on a more ethereal plane 
Removed from worldly material gain.
“Sincere and enormously important” you cry,
Such humility, one could not deny!
In fact I’m quite forced to admire 
The heights to which your prose aspires 
But what drives readers to distraction 
Is the apparent lack of cohesive action.

A U S A  NOTICED
The Student Union is private property which is 

administered by the Association under the terms of the 
Deed between the Association and the University. 

Therefore,
Only members of the Association may speak at Forum 
unless special prior permission has been obtained front 
the President.
Only affiliated Clubs can use meeting rooms or 
social functions on campus.
Non-members of the Association may attend such 
meetings or functions by invitation only.
The public at large shall not be invited to attend any 
function at all in the Student Union unless special 
permission has been granted by the Executive of the 
Association.

W.J. SPRING, 
PRESIDENT

Intelligence & 
no nonsense

TERRY CREEGAN 
MEMBER NZ SEAMEN S UNION 

I have read part one of the splendidly erudite am 
carefully researched article on the Spanish war published in 
“Craccum” March 26. Among other things it is a 
considerable contribution towards understanding the essence 
of the divisions in the Republican ranks, divisions which were 
tragic in themselves, and which have a stern relevance to

M AI
Q l

revolutionary people to-day.
The phrase ‘R ea lp o litik ’ is 

used through ou t the article, and  
th is to  m y  m ind  sum s up the  
m atter. I f  so c ie ty  finds itse lf  
standing k nee deep  in  a field  o f  
sh it it is n o  g ood  telling o n ese lf  it 
d o esn ’t stink . A p artheid , heroin , 
m a s s a c r e ,  s h i p o w n e r s ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a n k e r s  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  d ish o n e s ty  are 
sym p tom s o f  a putrid  sickness. 
The illness itse lf  is ex p lo ita tio n  o f  
m an b y  m an.

T h ose w h o  a ttem p t to  h ide or 
obscure the nature o f  the disease 
are crim inals just as m uch  as are 
th o se  w h o  are prepared to  use 
arm ed force to  perpetuate a 
so c ie ty  based  on  co n tem p t for  
c i v i l i s e d  h u m a n  v a lu e s .  
‘R ea lp o litik ’ i .e . ‘dealing w ith  the 
actual and ob jective  co n d itio n ’ 
m ight be th e  subject o f  som e  
d eb ate in V arsity , b u t am ong  
seam en b oilerm akers, and the  
proletariat, gen erally , dealing w ith  
things as th ey  are in  fact is a first 
law  o f  survival.

W orkers are short on idealistic  
abstracts, lon g  on  ‘R ea lp o litik ’, 
h en ce the ease w ith  w hich  
w orkers take to  the L enin ist view  
o f  the S ta te . T h e strength o f  
anarchism  in  pre civil war Spain  
w as, in  the u p sh o t a free gift to  
F ran co , h ow ever n ob le , se lf  
s a c r i f i c i n g  and brave the 
anarchists m ay have b een  (and  
m any o f  them  w ere in d eed ) they  
co m m itted  the fatal crim e o f  
p ittin g  idealism  against harsh 
rea lity .

THE STATE
The v io len t R ealp o litik  o f  the  

S ta te  w as no high flow n  m ystery  
to  F ran co , any m ore than  it was 
to  Ceasar or even  Pharaoh. To  
e x is t  as a ru ling class the S tate is a 
n ecess ity , a S tate  consisting  
b asically  o f  th e  m eans o f  v io len t  
repression  o f  p o litica l o p p on en ts , 
a ‘S ta te ’ w h ich  w ill have a 
m o n o p o ly  o f  soldiers and arm s, or 
a t  l e a s t  an  overw helm ing  
prep on d eren ce o f  arm s and armed 
m en .

It is p recisely  th is  princip le, 
th is facing o f  reality  w hich , 
i n s i s t s ,  dem ands, th a t the  
revo lu tionary  forces m ust grasp 
and use i f  th ey  are serious in 
a ttem p ts  to  w in  and con so lid ate  
any v ictory  over fascism . T o  fail 
to  d o  so m eans digging o n e ’s ow n  
grave. It is on  ex a ctly  this

q u e s t io n  th at th e  Spanish
a n a r c h i s t s  w e r e  found
w a n t in g - th e  price they  paid for 
this in te llec tu a l confusion  hai 
b een  terrible in deed .

CAUSE
W hy d o  I w rite this

“ C raccum ” ? Because I havt
b eco m e d eep ly  con vin ced  that bi 
m erging th e  m ore generalised am 
in te llec tu a l grasp o f  reality 
co m m o n  to  th e  m ore imaginathe 
V a r s i t y  stu d en ts w ith the 
“ particu larised” and “everyday" 
“ n o  b lo o d y  n on sen se” attitude d 
seam en and other workers it 
possib le to  e f fe c t  a considerably 
social advance.

T o  “ p ro test”  against 
in h um an ity  such as My Lai o 
Sharpeville is g o o d , and in fact 
som etim es requires considerable 
courage, but h istory  amply 
d em onstrates th at in the final 
analyses m ore is required, much 
m ore. It is necessary to  oppose 
a n ti  popular v io len ce with 
popular v io len ce . O nly  a gun can 
suppress a gunm an.

It is a safe b e t  that the black 
w orkers o f  S o u th  Africa won’t 
t o r m e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  with 
h ig h - f lo w n  m oralising when 
h istory  rings the b e ll for a show 
d ow n  w ith  th e  policem en  and 
other m urderers o f  Vorster’s so 
called  “ R ep u b lic” .

Surely o n ly  the m ost paltry of 
careerists can fa il to  see that we 
live in a tim e o f  immense 
con fron ta tion . T o take sides is 
m andatory, for or against the 
p eo p le , that is th e  question. 
N oth in g  less than the future of 
our hum an race and our earth is 
the prize at stake.

Every m ove tow ard class 
struggle, every co llege protest a 
strike n o  m atter h ow  tentative a 
uncertain , every industrial strike 
or m arch b y  trade u n ionists are ii 
fact the drum  beats o f  the great 
popular uprising that is destined 
b efore the turn o f  th e  century to 
right th e  m o st b lood-th irsty  and 
ancient o f  all w rongs.

It is ev id en t to  m e that in this 
sum ation  o f  v io len ce  students 
w h o  scorn m y o p ic  careerism can 
and m ust m ake com m on  cause 
w ith  trade u n ion ists  w h o scorn 
and d etest Trades hall bureaucrats 
and m ere private economic 
advantage. T his is part o f  the 
R ealp olitik  o f  today  in N .Z .

W o rk er-S tu d en t alliance is a 
vital and essen tia l com ponent of 
the social force that w ill build our 
N .Z . in the n ext cen tu ry .

Craccum  is to  be commended 
for publish ing th e  series on the 
Spanish war. We can best 
understand m odern tim es by an 
exam in ation  o f  m o d em  tim es. Mr 
T russell’s w ork n o t on ly  evaluates 
and illu m in ates a k ey  to  present 
day European and w orld  history, 
it  facilitiateS and assists the 
peop le  in their m obilization  for 
tom orrow . It  is in the popular 
in terest.
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24—26 Burleigh Street 
(Of Khyber Pass, Symonds Street end.) 

have reserved 
MAY 6th and 7th 

for

GRADUATION
PHOTOGRAPHS

Phone 34-404 now for 
FREE APPOINTMENT 

FREE PARKING 
FREE PROOFS WITH ORDER

EXERCISE

YOUR LEGAL RIGHT

Register as a Conscientious Objector

For information write or phone 
Christian Pacifist Society, or Society of Friends,
12 Frost Road, 115 Mt Eden Road,
Auckland 4. Auckland 3.
695-541 606-834
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JOHN REID’S
Suppliers of ALES, 
WINES & SPIRITS

The home of 

TEACHER'S W HISKY 
SACCONE'S GIN 

G U STA VE PIERRE B R A N D Y 

OLD BUSHMILLS IRISH W HISKEY

JOHN REID'S OF AN ZAC A Y E ., AUCKLAND

GLENNALE

TONIGHT APRIL 29
THE SCRATCH ORCHESTRA PERFORMS

In the Adriatic Ballroom K. Rd. 8 pm 
(Next to 'Tik Tok' Chip Shop)

Minimal charge for admission and refreshment

Eleven 
flavours

HOCHS

; ..j

W H Y  Y O U  S H O U L D  E A T  H O C H ’ S Y O G H U R T
Hoch’s yoghurt is made from fresh milk from our own TB 
tested herds and is completely free of fat as printed on the 
cartons, unless otherwise stated. To ensure that every­
thing reaches you in the purest possible condition, we 
have a continuous laboratory service which rigidly controls 
all our products and ensures that no harmful bacteria can 
be present. Only top quality, pure fruit is used for those 
who prefer flavoured yoghurt, and no artificial colouring, 
flavouring or preservative is added. You will find that an 
8 oz carton is quite filling, provides you with essential 
minerals and protein with low calorie intake, and is easily 
digested. It really is good value for your money.

Eat H o c h ’ s fat- free  y o g h u r t  for b ette r  he alth  
Give  y o u r s e l f  and y o ur  f a m i l y  a s p e c ia l  treat

*



send this to your parents, 
neighbours and members of

parliament Registered f o r  1

‘Freud ( 
nth infant 
cloak o f m< 

Ito sexual p 
Ion Freud)

their silence perpetuates this joke


