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Mobilisation 
in  wake of 

Pentagon Papers
A consideration of the Pentagon Papers as reported in the western and local presses collated by Walter 

Pollard with an introduction by Stephen Chan.

Tomorrow, tens of thousands of New Zealanders will march through their city streets to protest against 
the continuation of the Indo-China War and against the New Zealand Government’s compliance with 
United States hypocrisy in perpetuating this monstrosity 

The daring publication of the Pentagon Papers should end
once and for all any doubts or hesitations. The United States 
Government has lied and deceived for several years, at the 
same time entangling itself deeper and deeper in its attempt 
for self-vindication.

M r P o lla rd  h a s  c o lla te d  
c o n s id e ra tio n s  o f  th e  P en tag o n  
P ap e rs  as th e y  have  a p p e a re d  in 
th e  w es te rn  an d  lo c a l p resses. T h e  
B a n ta m  B o o k  c o n ta in in g  an  
e d i te d  ve rsio n  o f  th e  a c tu a l  P ap e rs  
sh o u ld  b e  o n  sale in  N ew  Z ea lan d  
w ith in  a w eek .

C raccu m  h as  x e ro x e d  co p ie s  
o f  th e  P ap ers  as th e y  a p p e a re d  in

th e  N ew  Y o rk  T im e s  b e fo re  th e  
te m p o ra ry  h a lt in  p u b lic a tio n . 
T h ey  can  b e  read  in  th e  E d ito r ’s 
o ffic e . N o n e  o f  th e  P ap e rs  in  o u r  
p o s s e s s io n  dea l w ith  N ew  
Z e a la n d ’s in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  W ar, 
an d  i t  is d o u b tfu l  w h e th e r  su ch  an 
a c c o u n t can  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  
B a n ta m  E d itio n . T h e  d e s c rip tio n s  
o f  h o w  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  c a jo led  
i ts  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  W ar w ere
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d e lib e ra te ly  w ith -h e ld  b y  D aniel 
E llsberg  to  p re v e n t in te rn a tio n a l 
e m b a ra ssm e n t. T h a t  sp eak s  fo r  
itse lf .

I t  is  in co n ce iv ab le  h o w  any  
g o v e rn m e n t inv o lv ed  can  any  
l o n g e r  c la im  s in ce rity  an d  
h o n e s ty . Y e t i t  seem s to  b e  a 
d e f e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
m ech an ism  to  p io u sly  igno re  all 
ev id en ce . N ew  Z ea lan d e rs  sh o u ld  
ta k e  n o te  o f  th e  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  
o f  t h e i r  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
re p re se n ta tiv e s  and  p erce ive  fo r  
th em se lv e s th e  d u p lic ity  w h ich  
in fo rm s  su ch  m e n .

T h e  o rg an ize rs  o f  to m o rro w ’s 
M o b ilisa tio n  e x p e c t  to  ex cee d  th e  
fig u re  o f  1 5 ,0 0 0  m arch e rs  in 
A u ck lan d . T h e  d e m o n s tra tio n  w ill 
in c lu d e  w o rk e rs , te ach e rs , schoo l 
p u p ils , le c tu re rs , s tu d e n ts , c lergy  
a n d  a l a r g e  b o d y  o f  
asian  s tu d e n ts  s tu d y in g  in N ew  
Z ea lan d . E very  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
p u b lic  is in v ited  to  p a r tic ip a te .

M any N ew  Z ea lan d e rs  still 
b e liev e  th e  o ffic ia l G o v e rn m e n t 
a c c o u n t o f  h a ltin g  th e  sp read  o f  
c o m m u n ism . T h e  P en tag o n  P apers 
revea l an ad m iss io n  b y  fo rm e r  
U .S . A ss is tan t S ec re ta ry  fo r  
D efence  M cN au g h to n  th a t  U n ited  
S t a t e s ,p resen ce  in  V ie t N am  w as 
70%  “ to  avo id  a h u m ilia tin g  U .S. 
d e fe a t;  20%  to  k eep  S o u th  V ie t 
N am  te r r i to ry  fro m  C h inese 
h a n d s ; 10% to  p e rm it th e  p eo p le  
o f  S o u th  V ie t N am  to  en jo y  a 
b e t te r ,  f re e r  w ay  o f  life ; to  
em erg e  fro m  th e  crisis w ith o u t  
u n a c c e p ta b le  ta in t  f ro m  m e th o d s  
u se d ” .

A n d  so  m u ch  also fo r  the  
c la im s o f  h e lp in g  th e  S o u th  
V ie tn am ese  to  fre e d o m . T h a t 
p eo p le  h a s  b een  su b je c ted  to  
im m en se  a tro c ity  in o rd e r  to  salve 
A m erican  feelings o f  h u m ilia tio n .

T h e  p o litic a l gam e c o n tin u e s  
in V ie t N am  u n d e r  d ire c tio n , o r 
w ith  a p p ro v a l fro m  W ash in g to n . 
T h ie u ,  busily  im m ersed  in 
b u lly in g  h is  w ay  to  a seco n d  te rm  
as S o u th  V ie tn am ese  P re s id en t 
w ill n o  d o u b t  c o n d u c t  th e  
W ash ing ton  c h o ru s  o f  tr iu m p h a n t  
d e m o c ra c y  w h en  h is b u lly in g  is 
c o m p le te ly  su ccess fu lly . M em bers 
o f  h is o w n  e litis t  G o v e rn m e n t are 
h a p p y  t o  sco rn  A m erican

v e rb o s ity  a b o u t  l ib e r ty  an d  
j u s t i c e ,  b y  su p p ly in g  th e  
A m erican  a rm y  w ith  d rugs. 
M em b ers o f  h is  large c o lle c tio n  o f  
G en era ls  are h a p p y  to  fa lsify  
re p o rts , c la im in g  large v ic to rie s , in 
o rd e r  to  r e ta in  th e ir  ow n  
p in n ac le s  o f  p o w er. C o r ru p t 
c u s to m s  o ffic ia ls  are  h a p p y  to  
co lle c t sizeab le  ‘ta x e s ’ o n  all 
in co m in g  g o o d s. A n d  h o w  m u ch  
o f  th e  m eag re  G o v e rn m e n t ‘a id ’ 
to  th e  V ie tn am ese  th e y  b u tc h e re d  
in  th e  firs t p lace , ev er in s in u a te s  
i ts e lf  th ro u g h  to  th e  v ic tim s o f  
allied  p r id e ;

B y  t h e i r  o w n  o ff ic ia l  
d o c u m e n ts , le ad e rs  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  have a d m it te d  th e  c o n d u c t 
o f  s a tu ra tio n  b o m b in g  o f  N o r th  
V ie t  N am  u n d e r  en g in ee red  
p r e te x ts ;  th e  re lu c ta n c e  to  
n e g o tia te  m ean in g fu lly  a t Paris 
w h ile  b lam in g  th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t  an d  th e  N o rth  
V ie tn am ese  fo r  lack  o f  p rog ress; 
th e  a scen d an cy  o f  th e ir  p r id e  in  
o rd e r  to  c o n t in u e  th e ir  m e th o d s  
o f  w a r ,  a g  a i n s t  t h e  
r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  th e ir  o w n  
in te llig en ce  r e p o r ts .

T h e  P a p e r s  c o n ta in  a 
h a rro w in g  d e sc rip tio n  o f  m en  
g ro w n  to o  p o w e rfu l an d  to o  
c o n c e ite d  b y  th e ir  p o s itio n s . 
A ssu m in g  th e  g ra n d e u r  o f  the  
A m erican  m y th  u n to  th em se lv e s, 
th e y  have  ch o sen  to  sp lit even  
th e ir  o w n  n a t io n , r a th e r  th a n  
c a p itu la te .

In  o u r  o w n  n a t io n , o u r  
P a r lia m e n ta ry  re p re se n ta tiv e s  are 
c o n c e rn e d  to  rem a in  th e  c a rb o n  
c o p y  o f  such  s tu b b o rn n e s s . F o r  
co n s id e rab le  t im e  th e  N ew  
Z ea lan d  G o v e rn m e n t h as  h ad  a 
m ere ly  c o n te n te d  p o p u la t io n  to  
an sw er to .  N o w  th a t  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t’s d e c e it  h as  o u t ,  
G overnm ental a p o lo g is ts  h o p e  to  
q u e ll th e  m o v e m e n t o u t  o f  b lin d  
a c q u i e s s e n c e  b y  l a b e l l i n g  
p r o t e s t e r s  a s  i r re s p o n s ib le  
tro u b le -m a k e rs .

T h e  M o b ilis a tio n  to m o rro w  
n ig h t, in v ite s  all m em b ers  o f  th e  
p u b l i c  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t o n  i ts  o w n  m assively  
ir re sp o n sib le  t ro u b le  m ak in g , 
th ru s t  u p o n  e n tire  p o p u la tio n s , 
d e s tro y in g  th e  lan d , c u ltu re  an d  
a u to n o m y  o f  th o se  u n fo r tu n a te  
en o u g h  t o  rece ive  i ts  g rac io u s  
b ra n d  o f  fre e d o m .

WALTER POLLARD ON THE PAPERS
A cco rd in g  to  th e  N ew  Z ea lan d  G b v em m en t W h ite  P a p e r , N ew  

Z ealand  t ro o p s  w ere  se n t to  V ie tn a m : a t  th e  re q u e s t  o f  th e  S o u th  
V ie tn a m e se  G o v e rn m e n t.

T h e  n ew sp ap e r  sa id  th e  d o c u m e n ts  rev ea led  th a t  th e  la te  P re s id e n t 
K e n n e d y  se n t V ice -P re s id en t J o h n s o n  to  S a igon  in  M ay, 1 9 6 1 , w ith  
o rd e rs  to  en c o u ra g e  M r D iem  to  r e q u e s t  U n ite d  S ta te d  g ro u n d  tro o p s .

OPPOSED
M r D iem  o rig in a lly  o p p o se d  th e  r e q u e s t ,  say ing  h e  d id  n o t  w a n t 

fo re ig n  t r o o p s  o n  V ie tn am ese  soil e x c e p t in  th e  case o f  d ir e c t  
aggression  b y  N o r th  V ie tn a m .

M r D iem  su ccessfu lly  b a lk e d  a t th e  K e n n e d y -Jo h n s o n  p ro p o sa l fo r  
five m o n th s  b u t  w ith  th e  m ilita ry  s i tu a tio n  ra p id ly  d e te r io ra t in g  h e  
y ie ld ed  in  O c to b e r , 1 9 6 1 , an d  m ade  th e  so lic ited  r e q u e s t  fo r  U n ite d  
S ta te s  t ro o p s . _ T _

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.

th a t  N ew  Z ea lan d  w as b o u n d  to  d o  so , b e cau se  i t  w o u ld  be rep e llin g  
aggression .
(N o te : th e  reaso n  fo r  P re s id e n t D iem ’s re fu sa l w as  t h a t  aggression  h a d  
n o t  ta k e n  p lace ) .

A P e n ta g o n  s tu d y  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  vast m a jo r ity  o f  th e  
V ie tc o n g  tro o p s  w ere  o f  local o rig in  an d  th a t  th e re  w as l i t t le  ev id en ce  
th a t  th e y  w ere  receiv ing  m a jo r  su pp lies  fro m  o u ts id e .

M r M aech ling  e s tim a te d  th a t  the V ie tc o n g  w e re  g e tt in g  o n ly  a 
tr ic k le  o f  su p p lie s  fro m  N o r th  V ie tn am  a n d  said n o  o n e  h a d  ev er 
fo u n d  a C h in ese  rifle  o r  S o v ie t w eap o n  u se d  b y  th e  g u e rrilla s . H e 
c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  m assive aggression  th e o ry  w as p h o n y .

T h e  P re s id en t g o t e ssen tia lly  th e  sam e w o rd  f ro m  a W hite  H o u se  
adv iser, M ichael F o rre s ta l , w h en  M r F o rre s ta l  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  V ie tn am  
ea rly  in  1 9 6 3 . H e  e s tim a te d  th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  V ie tc o n g  re c ru its  an d  
su p p lie s  cam e fro m  in sid e  S o u th  V ie tn a m  itse lf .

-  N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.

th a t  th e  w a r  w as j u s t  an d  legal: P re s id e n t D iem .
H e p o in te d  o u t  th a t  U n ite d  S ta te s  t ro o p s  w o u ld  v io la te  th e  1 9 5 4  

G en ev a  A cco rd s  th a t  e n d e d  th e  F re n c h  w a r  in  In d o -C h in a .

-N .Z . Herald,2 6 June, 1971.

th a t  i t  w as a q u e s tio n  o f  th e  “ F re e  W o rld ”  v e rsu s C o m m u n ism :
T h e  S u n -T im es said th a t  P re s id e n t K e n n e d y , o n  ta k in g  o ff ic e  in  

J a n u a ry , 1 9 6 1 , h a d  b e e n  c o n f ro n te d  b y  r e p o r ts  f ro m  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  E m b assy  in S aigon  th a t  Mr D iem  w as in  d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  
o v e r th ro w n  b ecau se  o f  h is rep re ssiv e  p o lic ie s  an d  th e  to le ra t io n  o f  
c o r ru p t io n  a t th e  to p  o f  h is  G o v e rn m e n t. T h e  C IA  said M r D iem  w as 
g ro w in g  p ro g ressiv e ly  w eak e r  an d  w as v u ln e rab le  to  a c o u p  b y  
n o n -C o m m u n is t e lem en ts .

-N .Z . Herald, 26 June, 1971

th a t  N ew  Z ea lan d  w as f ig h tin g  to  p rese rv e  D e m o c ra c y  a n d  th e  r ig h t o f  
p eo p le  t o  c h o o se  th e ir  o w n  G o v e rn m e n t.

P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y  d eep en e d  h is c o m m itm e n t  to  a 
n o n -C o m m u n is t S o u th  V ie tn a m , d e s p ite  a  r e p o r t  b y  C h a rle s  
M aech ling , ju n . ,  th a t  i f  free  e le c tio n s  w ere  to  b e  h e ld  in  S o u th  
V ie tn a m  in  1 9 6 2  th e  N o r th  V ie tn am ese  P re s id e n t, H o  C h i M inh, 
w o u ld  g e t  7 0  p er c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la r  v o te .

T h e  S u n -T im es said th e  d o c u m e n ts  sh o w ed  th a t  P re s id e n t 
E isen h o w er w as w a rn ed  in ad vance  b y  th e  C IA  th a t  M r D iem  w o u ld  
b au lk  a t th e  e le c tio n s , b u t  th e  P re s id en t d id  n o th in g  to  e n su re  th a t  
th e y  w ere  h e ld .

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.

th e  b as ic  a s su m p tio n  u n d e r ly in g  all th is  is t h a t  w e are  a  d e c e n t ,  
p eace -lov ing  p e o p le  w h ile  “ th e y ”  a re  agressive:

T h e  C h icag o  S u n -T im es said y e s te rd a y  th a t  d o c u m e n ts  i t  h a d  
ac q u ire d  sh o w ed  th a t  th e  la te  P re s id en t E isen h o w er an d  h is  S e c re ta ry  
o f  S ta te ,  J o h n  F o s te r  D u lle s , o v e rru led  ad v ice  fro m  th e  C IA  th a t  th e  
C o m m u n is ts  in  V ie tn a m  w o u ld  rem ain  in a s ta te  o f  re la tiv e  q u ie scen ce  
i f  th e  th e n  P rim e  M in is te r, N go D ing D iem , h e ld  th e  e le c tio n s  re q u ire d  
by  th e  1 9 5 4  G en ev a  A c co rd .

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.

th a t  w e live in an  O p en  S o c ie ty  w h ile  “ th e y ”  live b y  p lo t t in g  c r im in a l 
ac tiv itie s :

T h e  S u n -T im es said  th a t  o th e r  m a tte r s  re la te d  in  th e  d o c u m e n ts  
an d  p rev io u sly  r e p o r te d  show  th a t  P re s id en t K e n n e d y  o rd e re d  an  
ex ten s iv e  p ro g ra m m e  o f  sec re t ra id s o n  N o r th  V ie tn a m  in  M arch , 
1 9 6 1 , th re e  y ea rs  b e fo re  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in  in c id e n t.

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.

th a t  o u r  A llies are  H o n o u ra b le  m en :
T h e  d o c u m e n ts , d isc lo sed  to  th e  n e w sp a p e r  b y  several re liab le  

so u rces , revea l th a t  th e  ra id s  w ere  ca rried  o u t  u n d e r  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  
tw o  se c re t agencies in  W a s h in g to n -k n o w n  as th e  3 0 3  C o m m itte e  an d  
S pecial G ro u p  C o u n te r- In s u rg e n c y , co -ch a ired  b y  P re s id e n t K e n n e d y ’s 
b r o th e r ,  th e  la te  R o b e r t  F . K en n ed y .

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971.
th a t  O u r  S ide  w o u ld  n ev er be  th e  f irs t to  em p lo y  a to m ic  w e a p o n s :

T h e  J o in t  C h iefs  o f  S ta f f  c a lcu la ted  th a t  th re e  d iv is io n s , a b o u t  
1 0 0 ,0 0 0  m e n , w o u ld  b e  n eed ed  i f  N o r th  V ie tn a m  in v ad ed : an d  six 
d iv isio n s an d  p o ss ib ly  ta c tic a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  i f  C o m m u n is t  C h in a  
in te rv en ed .

— N.Z. Herald, 26 June, 1971. 

FITTING ACTION
W hat fo llo w s are  sim p ly  P ress-cu ttin g s . F o r  y o u r  in fo rm a tio n . I f  

y o u  co m e to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e se  te n d  to  r e fu te  th e  N ew  
Z ea lan d  G o v e rn m e n t W hite  P ap er’s th e s is  y o u  c o u ld  p re ss  y o u r  
M em ber o f  P a rlia m e n t to  e x p e d ite  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  N ew  Z ea lan d  
T ro o p s . O r, tak e  an y  o th e r  a c tio n  y ou  m ay  see f i t .

T h e  m a tte r  is e x tre m e ly  u rg en t since all th e  ev id en ce  g oes to  show  
th a t  th e  W ar is n o t  co m in g  to  an en d , B ecause P re s id e n t N ix o n  p la n s  
to  leave th e  U .S . A ir F o rc e  in In d o c h in a  in d e f in ite ly , to  su b je c t th e se  
p eo p le  to  th e  eq u iv a len t o f  tw o  H iro sh im as a w eek , sim p ly  to  s u p p o r t  
G o v e rn m e n ts  w h ich  n e e d  th e  eq u iv a len t o f  tw o  H iro sh im as  a  w eek  to  
survive th e  w ra th  o f  th e ir  o w n  p eo p le . T h e  r e je c tio n  o f  such  a 
g e n o c id a l p o licy  b y  N ew  Z ea lan d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  an  in s ig n if ic a n t f a c to r  
in  m ak in g  su ch  a po licy  im p o ss ib le .

T h e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  R e ad e r  is also d raw n  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  
c rim e o f  p lan n in g  an d  w aging  aggressive w a r is o n e  fo r  w h ich  th e  
G e rm a n s  p a id  th e  p e n a lty  a t  N u rem b erg ; a n d  th a t  th e ir  a llies fa ced  
s im ila r T rib u n a ls .............

W ou ld  a ll N ew  Z ea lan d  c itiz en s  w h o  read  th e  fo llo w in g  
d o c u m e n ts , all o f  w h ich  have ap p ea red  in th e  W este rn  P ress , p lease  
c o n s id e r  th e ir  im p lic a tio n s  w ith  regard  to  N ew  Z e a la n d ’s p re s e n t 
p o s itio n ?

B u t even  w h en  Jo h n s o n  o rd e re d  new  m o v es in c reas in g  U n ite d  
S ta te s  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  a c tu a l Fighting an d  k e e p in g  th is  d e e p e r  
in v o lv em en t f ro m  C o n g ress , th e  availab le re c o rd  show s a lm o s t n o  
p ro te s t  a m o n g  th e  P re s id e n t’s c lo sest adv isers ag a in s t w h a t th e y  k n ew  
to  b e  d e c e p tio n s  o f  th e  A m erican  p eo p le . . .  .

I t  is d if f ic u lt t o  read  th e se  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  g o  o n  re p e a tin g  th e  o ld  
c liche th a t  successive U n ite d  S ta te s G o v e rn m e n ts  s tu m b le d  in to  th e  
w a r and  th e n  b lin d ly  s taggered  from  o n e  e s c a la tio n  to  th e  n e x t.
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Ellsberg . . .  revealer of secrets

A c tu a lly , th e  e s tim a te s  o f  th e  C e n tra l  In te llig en c e  Agency 
p a rtic u la r ly  o n  th e  e f fe c t  o f  th e  b o m b in g , p ro v e d  to  b e  q u ite  gi 
T h e  C IA  said re p e a te d ly  th a t  it d id  n o t  th in k  th e  U n ited  State 
b o m b in g  w o u ld  e i th e r  b re a k  th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  N o r th  Vietnamese oi 
s to p  th e  flo w  o f  m ilita ry  su p p lie s  fro m  th e  N o r th  in to  South 
V ie tn am .

T w o  a s su m p tio n s  w ere  re p e a te d ly  m ad e  to  ju s tify  th e  America 
w a r  e f fo r t ,  lo n g  a f te r  th e  fa c tu a l  bas is fo r th e m  w as sh ak y .

T h ese  w ere  th a t  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w as engaged  in  s to p p in g  a major 
s tra teg ic  w o rld  m o v e  b y  M oscow  an d  P ek in g ; an d  th a t  fa ilu re  t  
i t  in  V ie tn a m  w o u ld  le ad  to  sp e c ta c u la r  C o m m u n is t  victories 
e lsew h ere  an d  th e re fo re  to  a m a jo r  ch an g e  in  th e  A sian  balance of 
p o w e r , d e tr im e n ta l  to  th e  v ita l in te re s ts  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

M ore th a n  th a t ,  th e  in te llig en ce  e s tim a te s  w ere  th a t  U n ited  States 
g ro u n d  t ro o p s  w o u ld  n o t  n ecessa rily  assu re  v ic to ry  b ecau se  whatever 
A m erica  p u t  in , th e  e n e m y  w o u ld  m a tc h .

N ev e rth e le ss , LBJ seem s n o t  to  have b een  able to  conceive of the 
n o t io n  th a t  th e se  e n e m y  so ld ie rs , a b o u t w h o se  c h a ra c te r  and  culture 
h e  k n ew  very  l i t t le , c o u ld  p o ss ib ly  w ith s ta n d  th e  th re a ts , le t  alone the 
u se , o f  A m erican  m ilita ry  p o w er.

-  By JAMES RESTON of the New York Time!
news service, Washington, 
(Herald, June IS, 1971),

........... T h e  J o h n s o n  A d m in is tra tio n , a l th o u g h  its P residen t war
r e lu c ta n t  a n d  h e s ita n t to  ta k e  th e  f ina l d ec is io n s , in tensified  the 
co v e r t w a rfa re  ag a in st N o r th  V ie tn a m  an d  b eg an  p lan n in g  in the 
sp ring  o f  1 9 6 4  to  w age o v e r t w a r, a fu ll y ea r b e fo re  it publicly 
rev ea led  th e  d e p th  o f  its  in v o lv em en t an d  its  fe a r  o f  d e fe a t .

T h e  P e n ta g o n  s tu d y  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  th ese  fo u r  succeeding 
A d m in is tra tio n s  b u il t  u p  th e  A m erican  p o li t ic a l , m ilita ry  and 
p sy c h o lo g ic a l s ta k e s  in  In d o -C h in a , o f te n  m o re  d eep ly  than  they 
rea lised  a t  th e  tim e .

T h ey  d id  so  w ith  large-scale m ilita ry  a ssis tance  to  th e  French in 
1 9 5 0 ; w ith  a c ts  o f  sa b o tag e  an d  te r ro r  w a rfa re  ag a in st N o r th  Vietnam 
b e g in n in g  in  1 9 5 4 ; w ith  m o v es th a t  e n co u rag ed  a n d  abetted  the 
o v e r th ro w  o f  P re s id en t N go D in h  D iem  o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m  in 1963; 
w ith  p lan s , p ledges an d  th re a ts  o f  fu r th e r  a c tio n  th a t  sp ran g  to  life in 
th e  T o n k in  G u lf  c lashes in  A u g u s t, 1 9 6 4 ; w ith  th e  ca re fu l preparation 
o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  fo r  th e  y ea rs  o f  o p e n  w a rfa re  th a t  were to 
fo llo w ;............

W hat th e  P en tag o n  p a p e rs  call an  e la b o ra te  p ro g ram m e  o f  covert 
m ilita ry  o p e ra tio n s  ag a in s t N o r th  V ie tn am  b eg an  o n  February 1, 
1 9 6 4 , u n d e r  th e  c o d e  n am e  O p e ra tio n  P lan  3 4A . P re s id en t Johnson 
o rd e re d  th e  p ro g ram m e  o n  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  M r McNamara, in 
th e  h o p e , h e ld  very  f a in t  b y  th e  in te llig en ce  c o m m u n ity , that 
p ro g ress iv e ly  e sca la tin g  p re ssu re  fro m  th e  c la n d e s tin e  a tta c k s  migh: 
e v e n tu a lly  fo rce  H an o i to  o rd e r  th e  V ie tc o n g  g u errilla s  an d  th e  Pathet 
L ao  to  h a lt th e ir  in su rre c tio n s .

T h ro u g h  1 9 6 4 , th e  34A  o p e ra tio n s  ran g ed  fro m  flig h ts  over North 
V ie tn a m  by  US spy p lan es  an d  k id n ap p in g s  o f  N o r th  Vietnamese 
c itiz en s  fo r  in te llig en ce  in fo rm a tio n , to  p a ra c h u tin g  sabotage and 
p sy c h o lo g ic a l w a rfa re  te a m s in to  th e  n o r th ,  c o m m a n d o  ra id s from  the 
sea to  b lo w  up  ra il an d  h ig h w ay  b rid g es  an d  th e  b o m b a rd m e n t of 
N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  co as ta l in s ta lla t io n s  by  PT  b o a ts .

T h e  s tu d y  m ak es  c lear th a t  th e  m o n th s  fro m  th e  beginning of 
1 9 6 4  to  th e  T o n k in  G u lf  in c id e n t in A u g u s t w ere  a p iv o ta l period .

In  th is  p h ase  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w as m o u n tin g  c lan d es tin e  military 
a tta c k s  ag a in st N o r th  V ie tn a m  an d  p la n n in g  to  o b ta in  a  congressional 
re s o lu tio n  th a t  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  reg a rd ed  as th e  eq u iv a len t of a 
d e c la ra tio n  o f  w ar.

T h e  p ap e rs  sh o w  th a t  th e se  fa r-reach in g  m easu re s  w ere not 
im p ro v ised  in  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  T o n k in  crisis.

W h en  th e  T o n k in  in c id e n t o c c u r re d , th e  J o h n s o n  Administration 
d id  n o t  reveal th e se  c la n d e s tin e  a tta c k s , b u t  p u sh e d  th e  previously 
p re p a re d  r e s o lu tio n  th ro u g h  b o th  H o u ses o f  C o n g ress o n  August 7, 
1 9 6 4 .

-  By NEIL SHEEHAN of the New York Times,
New York (Herald, June 16 1971).
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T h e  C h icago  S u n -T im es sa id  y e s te rd a y  th a t  d o c u m e n ts  it had 
ac q u ire d  sh o w ed  th a t  th e  la te  P re s id en t E ise n h o w e r  a n d  h is  Secretary 
o f  S ta te ,  J o h n  F o s te r  D u lles , o v e rru le d  ad v ice  f ro m  th e  C IA  that the 
C o m m u n is ts  in V ie tn a m  w o u ld  rem ain  in  a s ta te  o f  re la tiv e  quiescence 
i f  th e  th e n  P rim e M in is te r N go  D ing  D iem  h e ld  th e  e le c tio n s  required 
b y  th e  G eneva  A cco rd . . . .

T h e  P re s id en t d id  n o th in g  to  en su re  th a t  th e y  w ere  h e ld .
-  (Herald, June 26 1971),

. . . .S till, as it  a p p e a re d  in  p r in t ,  i t  in v ite d  a nu m b er of 
p ro v o c a tiv e  co n c lu s io n s  a b o u t  th e  w a r an d  th e  m e n  w h o  waged it. 
A m o n g  its  im p lie d  o r  s ta te d  ju d g m e n ts :
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T h a t all th e  m a jo r  d ec is io n s  to  e sca la te  w ere  sc r ip te d  m o n th s  
before J o h n s o n  to o k  t h e m - a n d  th a t  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  d ece iv ed  
Congress a n d  th e  p u b lic  to  co v er  th e m  u p . F a r  f ro m  b e in g  c a u g h t o f f  
balance b y  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in  in c id e n t o f  A u g u s t 1 9 6 4 , th e  
A dm in istra tion  h a d  b e e n  se c re tly  p la n n in g  fo r  m a jo r  m ili ta ry  a c tio n  
against N o r th  V ie tn a m  fo r  a t le a s t five m o n th s - a n d  h a d  a lread y  
drafted a v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o n g ress io n a l r e s o lu tio n  su p p o r tin g  a  
widened w ar. T h e  P e n ta g o n  an a ly sis  c o n te n d s  f u r th e r ,  o n  
considerably s k e tc h ie r  ev id en ce  th a t  th e  w ar p la n n e rs  h a d  re a c h e d  a 
“general co n sen su s”  on  b o m b in g  b y  S e p t. 7 , 1 9 6 4 - in  th e  m id s t  o f  a 
Presidential c am p a ig n  cas tin g  B arry  G o ld w a te r  as th e  a p o s tle  o f  
victory th ro u g h  a ir  p o w e r  a n d  L B J as th e  m an  o f  p eace . (T h e  
campaign, says th e  P e n ta g o n  s tu d y , w as o n e  re a so n  w h y  th e  b o m b in g , 
was h e ld  o f f  til l  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .)  A n d  f in a lly , w h en  J o h n s o n  
decided o n  c o m m ittin g  U .S . g ro u n d  t ro o p s  to  o ffen s iv e  a c tio n  fo r  th e  
first tim e in  A p ril 1 9 6 5 , h e  d ire c te d  th a t  th e  o rd e r  b e  k e p t se c re t ( th e  
embargo h e ld  fo r  tw o  m o n th s )  a n d  th a t  th e  sh if t b e  m a d e  to  seem  
“gradual a n d  w h o lly  c o n s is te n t w ith  e x is tin g  p o l ic y ” . T h e  P re s id en t, 
did his p a r t : h e  to ld  a  n ew s c o n fe re n c e  th e  d ay  o f  th e  d ec is io n  th a t  h e  
knew o f  “ n o  fa r-reach in g  s tra te g y  th a t  is b e in g  suggested  o r  
prom ulgated” .

T h a t th e  a s su m p tio n s  b e h in d  th e  w a r , o n c e  s e t t le d , w ere  ra re ly  
re-examined th e re a f te r .  T h e  C IA , in a m id -1 9 6 4  m e m o  to  J o h n s o n , 
sharply c o n te s te d  th e  d o m in o  t h e o r y - t h e  n o t io n  th a t  a ll S o u th -e a s t 
Asia w o u ld  fa ll i f  V ie tn a m  w e n t C o m m u n is t - b u t  A d m in is tra tio n  
planners seem ed  n ev e rth e le ss  to  have  su b sc rib ed  to  i t . T h e  p a p e rs  
similarly s ta te  an d  re s ta te  th a t  th e  U .S . g o a l w as “ a n  in d e p e n d e n t ,  
non-C om m unist S o u th  V ie tn a m ” , b u t  th e y  re f le c t  l i t t le  d isc u ss io n  o n  
paper as to  w h a t  so rt o f  V ie tn a m  it  o u g h t to  b e  o th e r w is e - a n d  
increasing a c c e p ta n c e  th a t  a  m ilita ry  reg im e m ig h t have  to  d o . T h e re  
was likew ise l i t t le  a p p a re n t  d e b a te  o v e r  w h a t  th e  U .S . s ta k e  in  
Vietnam ac tu a lly  w as an d  w h a t  c o s t t o  th is  c o u n try  a n d  th e  
Vietnamese o u g h t  to  b e  su s ta in ed  in  p u rsu it  o f  v ic to ry . T h e  p la n n e rs  
accepted th a t  A m erica ’s p o w e r  an d  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  w o rld  w ere  
critically o n  th e  lin e ; o n e  m em o  to  M cN am ara  f ro m  h is  d e p u ty ,  th e  
last Jo h n  M c N au g h to n , suggested  th a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  f ig h tin g  w as 7 0  
per cen t “ to  avo id  a  h u m ilia tin g  U .S . d e fe a t” , 2 0  p e r  c e n t “ to  k eep  
South V ie tn a m . . .  .f ro m  C h in ese  h a n d s ”  a n d  o n ly  10  p e r  c e n t  “ to  
permit th e  p e o p le  o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m  to  e n jo y  a  b e t t e r ,  f re e r  w ay  o f  
life” .

T hat th e  w a r m an ag ers  p u t  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  f a ith  in  th e  view  th a t  
America’s aw eso m e  m ilita ry  p o w e r , a p p lie d  in  g ra d u a te d  d o se s , w o u ld  
eventually c o w  H an o i. T h is  a s su m p tio n , th e  p a p e rs  suggest, w as 
repeatedly q u e s tio n e d  b y  in te llig en ce  e s t im a te s - a n d  re p e a te d ly  
betrayed b y  ev en ts . B e fo re  an d  a f te r  th e  1 9 6 4  G u lf  o f  T o n k in  rep risa l 
raids, th e  U .S . s e n t m essages via a  C a n a d ia n  in te rm e d ia ry  to  N o r th  
Vietnam’s P re m ie r  P h an  V an  D o n g , w arn in g  H a n o i to  tu r n  o f f  th e  w ar 
in the so u th  o r  face  th e  co n se q u e n c e s . P ham  V a n  D o n g , said th e  
study, w as “ u t te r ly  u n in t im id a te d ” . T h e  Jo h n s o n ia n s  b eg an  su s ta in ed  
bombing in  M arch  1 9 6 5 - a n d  d isc o v ered  w ith in  a  m o n th  th a t  it 
simply w asn ’t  w o rk in g . T h e  re sp o n se  w as a  five-day  b o m b in g  
pause-and  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  m o re  p o w e r  w ith  th e  b eg in n in g s  o f  th e  
massive tro o p  b u ild u p . O ne  in s ta llm e n t o f  th e  W ash in g to n  P o s t’s 
excerpts, co v erin g  th e  la te r  Jo h n s o n  y e a rs , suggested  th a t  su b s e q u e n t 
bombing p au se s  w ere  o rd e re d  m a in ly  to  re c a p tu re  p u b lic  o p in io n  
back h o m e . T h e  J o h n s o n  p o lic y m a k e rs  h ad  l i t t le  e x p e c ta t io n  th a t  
they w o u ld  in d u c e  H an o i to  n e g o tia te ;  o n e  p a p e r , in d e e d , re fe rs  to  
the pauses as p a r t  o f  a  “ r a tc h e t”  s tra te g y  to  red u ce  a n d  ra ise  te n s io n s  
by tu rns an d  f in a lly  to  c rack  th e  e n e m y ’s w ill w ith  “ o n e  m o re  tu r n  o f  
the screw ” .

(Newsweek, June 28 ,1971 ).

Riddiford . . .  even his prime minister cannot see the 
Pentagon Papers, yet he talks of the national security.

. . . . T h e  P e n ta g o n  p a p e rs  show  th a t  on  F e b ru a ry  1 , 1 9 6 4 , “ an 
elaborate p ro g ram  to  c o v e r t m ilita ry  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  
North V ie tn a m ”  w as b eg u n  u n d e r  th e  c o d e  n am e  O p e ra tio n  P lan  34A . 
Directed f ro m  W ash in g to n , th e  p ro g ram  co n s is ted  o f  U -2  f lig h ts  over 
Laos, ra id s o n  N o r th  V ie tn a m  b y  S o u th  V ie tn am ese  an d  N a tio n a lis t 
Chinese c o m m a n d o  te a m s a n d  n av al b o m b a rd m e n t  a lo n g  th e  N o r th  
Vietnam ese c o a s tlin e . A t th e  sam e tim e , L a o tia n  an d  A m erican  p ilo ts  
were a tta c k in g  C o m m u n is t fo rce s  in  L ao s , w h ile  in  th e  G u lf  o f  
Tonkin, o f f  N o r th  V ie tn a m , p a tro llin g  A m erican  d e s tro y e rs  w ere  
gathering in te llig en ce  d a ta  in  an  o p e ra tio n  ca lled  D e S o to .
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‘CARROT-AND-STICK'
T he a s su m p tio n  b e h in d  th e s e  u n d e r ta k in g s  w as t h a t  th e  V ie t C o n g  

insurgency in  th e  s o u th  w as d ire c te d  b y  H a n o i, an d  th a t  N o r th  
V ietnam  c o u ld  b e  p e rsu a d e d  to  d es is t i f  i t  su ffe re d  e n o u g h  m a te r ia l 
damage. B o th  a s su m p tio n s , h o w ev e r, w e n t ag a in s t th e  view  o f  
W ashington’s in te llig e n c e  e x p e r ts . O n e  an a ly s is  o f  th e  p e r io d  d e c la red  
flatly th a t  “ th e  p r im a ry  so u rce s  o f  C o m m u n is t  s tre n g th  in  S o u th  
Vietnam  are in d ig e n o u s” .

(Newsweek, June 28 ,1971 ).

Even so , an  air w a r se em ed  to  m o s t o ffic ia ls  t o  b p  th e  o n ly  an sw er, 
perhaps b ecau se , as th e  P e n ta g o n  s tu d y  p u ts  i t ,  “ w e h ad  ru n  o u t  o f  
alternatives o th e r  th a n  p re ssu re s”  a n d  b o m b in g  a p p e a re d  to  b e  th e  
most p o litic a lly  a c c e p ta b le  fo rm  o f  p re ssu re . In  L ao s , D ece m b e r 1 9 6 4  
saw th e  b eg in n in g  o f  O p e ra tio n  B a rre l R o ll, a t ta c k s  b y  A m erican  je ts  
on “ ta rg e ts  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty ” . T h e  N a tio n a l S ecu rity  C o u n c il, 
according to  th e  P e n ta g o n  s tu d y , ag reed  th a t  th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  
public s ta te m e n t o n  th e  a tta c k s  u n less  a  p lan e  w as lo s t , a n d  th a t  even 
then, “ th e  g o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  in s is t t h a t  w e w ere  m ere ly  
escorting reco n n a issan ce  flig h ts” .

A f te r  th e  N ew  Y ea r, th e  a ir  w a r sp read  to  V ie tn a m . O n  J a n . 6 , 
W illiam  B u n d y  w ro te  S e c re ta ry  R u sk  th a t  S a ig o n ’s m o ra le  w as “ very  
sh ak y  in d e e d ” , b e c a u se  o f  fe a rs  am o n g  th e  S o u th  V ie tn am ese  th a t  th e  
U .S . w as  n o t  w illing  to  ra ise  i ts  a n te . C o n c ed in g  th a t  “ s tro n g e r  a c tio n  
o b v io u sly  h a s  g rave d if f ic u lt ie s” , B u n d y  c o n tin u e d : “ N o n e th e le s s , o n  
b a lan ce  w e b e liev e  th a t  such  a c tio n  w o u ld  have  so m e  f a in t  h o p e  o f  
re a lly  im p ro v in g  th e  V ie tn a m e se  s i tu a t io n , a n d , ab o v e  a ll, w o u ld  p u t  
u s in  a  m u c h  s tro n g e r  p o s it io n  to  h o ld  th e  n e x t  lin e  o f  defense ,, 
n am e ly  T h a ila n d ” . E a rly  in  F e b ru a ry , a  tu rn in g  p o in t  a rriv ed . D u rin g  
a  v isit b y  M cG eorge  B u n d y  th e  V ie t  C o n g  a t ta c k e d  a  U .S . c o m p o u n d  
in  P le ik u  an d  a n o th e r  b ase  4  m iles aw ay , k illing  n in e  A m erican s. 
W ith in  fo u r te e n  h o u rs , 4 9  U .S . N avy  je t s  s tru c k  N o r th  V ie tn a m  in 
rep risa l.

(Newsweek, June 28 1971) 

NEUTRALIZATION : DIRTY WORD
O ne o f  th e  few  d o c u m e n ts  in  th e  M cN am ara  s tu d y  to  q u o te  

L y n d o n  J o h n s o n  d ire c tly  is a m essage th e  P re s id en t se n t to  his 
am b assad o r in  S a ig o n , H e n ry  C a b o t L o d g e , in  M arch  1 9 6 4 . N ea rly  a 
y ea r  b e fo re , F re n c h  P re s id e n t C h a rle s  d e  G au lle  h a d  p ro p o s e d , in 
e f fe c t , th a t  V ie tn a m  sh o u ld  b e  n e u tra liz e d , an d  in  th e  in te r im  th e  id ea  
th a t  th e  U .S . sh o u ld  p u rsu e  less th a n  to ta l  v ic to ry  h a d  b e g u n  to  tak e  
h o ld  in  o th e r  q u a r te rs . E x c e rp ts  f ro m  th e  P re s id e n t’s p o s i t io n  o n  th e  
su b je c t:

I t  o u g h t to  b e  po ss ib le  to  ex p la in  in  S a ig o n  th a t  y o u r  m iss io n  is 
p rec ise ly  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  k n o c k in g  d o w n  th e  id ea  o f  n e u tra liz a tio n  
w h e rev e r  i t  re a rs  i ts  ug ly  h ead  a n d  o n  th is  p o in t  I th in k  th a t  n o th in g  is 
m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  to  s to p  n e u tra lis t  ta lk  w h e rev e r  w e can  by  
w h a te v e r  m e a n s  w e can . I h av e  m a d e  th is  p o in t  m y se lf  to  (S en a te  
M a jo rity  L e a d e r  M ike) M ansfie ld  an d  (c o lu m n is t  W alte r) L ip p m a n n  
an d  I e x p e c t  to  use  every  p u b lic  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r e s ta te  o u r  p o s it io n  
f irm ly . Y o u  m a y  w a n t t o  co n v ey  o u r  c o n c e rn  o n  th is  p o in t  to  G en e ra l 
K h a n h  a n d  g e t  h is  id e a s  o n  th e  b e s t  p o ss ib le  jo in t  p ro g ra m  to  s to p  
such  ta lk  in  S a ig o n , in  W ash in g to n , a n d  in  Paris.

(Newsweek, June 28, 1971).
B y e a r ly  1 9 6 4 , th e  U .S . w as su p p o r tin g  an d  d irec tin g  a n u m b e r  o f  

c o v e r t o p e ra t io n a l  a ir  s tr ik e s  o v e r  L ao s  b y  C IA -h ired  c iv ilian  p ilo ts  
a n d  b y  T h a i f ly e rs , S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  h a ra s s m e n t ra id s  (O p e ra tio n  
’3 4A ) a lo n g  th e  N o r th  V ie t  N am  c o a s t , a n d  U -2  reco n n a issan ce  f lig h ts  
o v e r  th e  N o r th . A n n o u n c e d  U .S . r e ta l ia to ry  a ir  s tr ik e s  ag a in st th e  
N o r th  s ta r te d  in  A u g u s t 1 9 6 4 . A  su s ta in e d  a ir  c am p a ig n  (R o llin g  
T h u n d e r)  w as o rd e re d  to  a s sau lt th e  N o r th  in  F e b ru a ry , 1 9 6 5 . T h e  
f irs t U .S . g ro u n d  tro o p s  lan d ed  in fo rc e  in  S o u th  V ie t  N am  d u rin g  th e  
sp ring  o f  1 9 6 5 . B y  th e  en d  o f  th e  y e a r , 1 8 4 ,0 0 0  U .S . t r o o p s  h a d  b e e n  
d e p lo y e d  in  th e  S o u th  . . . .

O n e  v is ta  rev ea led  a  U .S . G o v e rn m e n t fa r less in te r e s te d  in  
n e g o tia tio n s  o n  e ith e r  L ao s o r V ie t  N am  th a n  its  p u b lic  s ta n ce  
in d ic a te d . In  f a c t ,  th e  U .S . so u g h t w ay s to  av e rt in te rn a tio n a l p re ssu re  
fo r  ta lk s . I t  c o n tin u a lly  w ith h e ld  f ro m  th e  A m erican  p e o p le  a  fu ll 
d isc lo su re  o f  its  in c reas in g  m ili ta ry  m o v es  aga in st N o r th  V ie t  N am , 
b u t  o f te n  b r ie fe d  H a n o i, P ek in g  an d  M o sco w  o n  p rec ise ly  w h a t it  
in te n d e d . M o reo v er , th e  d o c u m e n ts , w h ile  sh o w in g  a s tu b b o rn  
a lleg iance  to  th e  d o m in o  th e o ry  o f  V ie t  N a m ’s c r itic a l sign ificance 
d e s p ite  C IA  d o u b ts ,  a lso  rev ea l a sh if tin g  r a t io n a le  fo r  th e  m assive 
U .S . c o m m itm e n t . . . .

. . .  .T h e n , in  J a n u a ry  1 9 6 5 , M cN am ara  p e n c ille d  h is  ap p ro v a l on  a 
s ta te m e n t  b y  h is  a s s is ta n t, M c N a u g h to n , t h a t  th e  rea l U .S . g o a l w as 
“ n o t  to  h e lp  f r ie n d , b u t  to  c o n ta in  C h in a ” . A m o n th  la te r , 
M c N au g h to n , d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  M cN am ara  te a m ’s  fo n d n e ss  fo r  
fig u res , p u t  th e  U .S . aim s in  a  fa r  d if fe r e n t  o rd e r: “ 7 0 % - t o  avo id  a 
h u m ilia tin g  U .S . d e fe a t .  2 0 % - t o  k e e p  S V N  (S o u th  V ie t  N am ) 
te r r i to r y  fro m  C h in ese  h a n d s . 1 0 % - to  p e rm it  th e  p e o p le  o f  SV N  to  
e n jo y  a  b e t t e r ,  f ree r  w ay  o f  life . A l s o - t o  em erg e  f ro m  crisis w ith o u t  
u n a c c e p ta b le  t a in t  f ro m  m e th o d s  u se d ” . T h a t w as h a rd ly  an  id ea lis tic  
s ta te m e n t  o f  U .S . p u rp o se s . . . .

C o n c e a lm e n t o f  A ir  S tr ik e s . T h e  d o c u m e n ts  rev ea l th a t ,  in  
O p e ra tio n  B arre l R o ll, th e  C IA  w as reg u la rly  using  U .S . c iv ilian  p ilo ts  
f ly in g  U .S . p la n e s  to  m ak e  air s tr ik e s  a long  in f il t ra t io n  ro u te s  in  L ao s  
ea rly  in  1 9 6 4 . In  D e c e m b e r, th is  c am p a ig n  w as s te p p e d  u p  to  
se m iw eek ly  a t ta c k s  b y  reg u la r  U .S . A ir F o rc e  an d  N avy  f ly e rs , b u t  th e  
N a tio n a l S e c u r ity  C o u n c il o rd e re d : “ T h e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  p u b lic  
o p e ra tio n s  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t  a rm e d  reco n n a issan ce  (a  e u p h e m ism  fo r  
o p e ra tio n s  in  w h ich  p i lo ts  w ere  a llo w ed  to  a t ta c k  a n y  ta rg e t th e y  fin d  
r a th e r  th a n  l im ite d  t o  assigned  ta rg e ts )  in  L ao s  u n less  a  p lan e  w ere  
lo s t. In  su ch  an  e v e n t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  in s is t th a t  
w e w ere  m e re ly  e s c o rtin g  reco n n a issan ce  flig h ts  a s  re q u e s te d  b y  th e  
L a o tia n  G o v e rn m e n t” .

C o n c e a lm e n t a t  T o n k in . T h e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  P t-b o a t a t ta c k s  on  
th e  U .S . d e s tro y e r  M a d d o x  in  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in  in  A u g u s t 1964  
w e re  am o n g  th e  m o s t  p iv o ta l  a n d  co n trav e rs ia l e v e n ts  o f  th e  w a r - a n d  
th e  J o h n s o n  A d m in is tra tio n  c lea r ly  d ece iv ed  th e  p u b lic  a b o u t  th e m . 
U .S . o ffic ia ls  c la im ed  to  b e  u n aw are  th a t  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  naval 
u n its  h a d  b e e n  c o v e rtly  o p e ra tin g  in  th e  a rea  sh o r tly  b e fo re  th e  
M a d d o x  w as f ired  u p o n . M cN am ara  w as asked  a t a  p ress  co n fe re n c e  
o n  A u g  5 , 1 9 6 4 : “ H ave th e re  b e e n  a n y  in c id en ts  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  o f  
invo lv ing  th e  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  vessels an d  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e ? ”  
H is rep ly : “ N o , n o n e  th a t  I k n o w  o f ’. Y e t  th e  se c re t P e n ta g o n  s tu d y  
d ec la re s  th a t  “ a t  m id n ig h t o n  Ju ly  3 0 , S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  naval 
co m m a n d o e s  u n d e r  G e n e ra l W e s tm o re la n d ’s c o m m a n d  s tag ed  an  
a m p h ib io u s  ra id  o n  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  is lan d s  o f  H o n  M e an d  H o n  
N gu  in  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in . A p p a re n tly  ( th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  b o a ts  
th a t  a t ta c k e d  th e  M a d d o x )  h a d  m is ta k e n  M a d d o x  fo r  a  S o u th  
V ie tn a m e se  e s c o r t  vesse l” . T h e  r a p id i ty  o f  U .S . a ir  r e p r is a ls - w i th in  
tw elv e  h o u r s  o f  W a sh in g to n ’s re c e ip t  o f  th e  n e w s -a r g u e d  th a t  th e  
U .S . h a d  b e e n  p o s it io n e d  to  s tr ik e  as so o n  as a tta c k e d . . . .

. . .A d m in is tra tio n  o ffic ia ls  f ra m e d  a  T o n k in  G u lf-s ty le  re so lu tio n  
long  b e fo re  th e  P T -b o a t a t ta c k s  b u t  fa iled  to  ask  C o n g ress fo r  
c o n c u rre n c e  o n  w h a t  th e y  w e re  d o in g  in  V ie t  N am . T h e  S ta te  
D e p a r tm e n t’s B u n d y  w r ite s  o f  h o w  C a n a d a ’s J .  B lair S e a b o rn , a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  In te rn a t io n a l  C o n tro l  C o m m issio n  in  V ie t  N am , co u ld  
b e  “ rev v ed ”  u p  to  ca rry  se c re t m essages to  H an o i. M c N au g h to n  
d e sc rib e d  th e  S a igon  g o v e rn m e n t as be in g  “ in  such  a  d eep  fu n k  i t  m ay  
th ro w  in  th e  sp o n g e” .

T h e  m o s t  ab rasive  t r e a tm e n t  o f  an  a lly  w as T a y lo r ’s sc h o o lm a s te r  
sco ld in g  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  y o u n g  S o u th  V ie tn am ese  g en e ra ls , in c lu d in g  
N g u y en  C a o  K y  an d  N g u y e n  V a n  T h ie u , a f te r  th e y  h a d  d ism issed  th e  
civ ilian  H igh  N a tio n a l C o u n c il. S a id  T a y lo r:  “ D o  all o f  y o u  
u n d e rs ta n d  E n g lish ?  I to ld  y o u  all c lea rly  a t  G e n e ra l W es tm o re la n d ’s 
d in n e r  w e A m erican s  w ere  t ire d  o f  co u p s . A p p a re n tly  I w a s te d  m y  
w o rd s . N o w  y o u  h av e  m a d e  a  rea l m ess. We c a n n o t  ca rry  y o u  fo reve r 
i f  y o u  d o  th in g s  like  th is ” . T a y lo r ’s i r r i ta t io n  seem ed  ju s t i f ie d , b u t ,  as 
G en e ra l N g u y e n  K h a n h  said  la s t w e e k , “ H e w as c o n v o k in g  m e as if  h e  
w ere  M a c A rth u r  o n  o c c u p a tio n  o f  J a p a n ” .

P ro v o c a tio n  P lan s . A lth o u g h  th e  o p t io n  a p p a re n tly  w as never 
ex e rc ise d , se c re t d o c u m e n ts  in d ic a te  th a t  U .S . p la n n e rs  w ere  se rio u sly  
co n s id e rin g  p ro v o k in g  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  in to  a t ta c k in g  U .S . u n its  
so th a t  an  o p e n  r e ta i l ia to ry  air a t ta c k  c o u ld  be m ad e  against th e  
N o r th , a  k e y  e sc a la tio n  o f  th e  c o n f lic t .  T h e  s tep  w o u ld  b e  a p re lu d e  
to  su s ta in ed  a ir  s tr ik e s  ag a in s t th e  N o r th . A P e n ta g o n  “ P lan  o f  A c tio n  
fo r  S o u th  V ie t  N a m ” , d ra f te d  b y  M cN au g h to n  in  S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 4 , 
p ro p o se d  a c tio n s  th a t  “ sh o u ld  be lik e ly  at som e p o in t  to  p ro v o k e  a 
m ilita ry  re sp o n se  (a n d )  th e  p ro v o k e d  re sp o n se  sh o u ld  b e  lik e ly  to  
p ro v id e  g o o d  g ro u n d  fo r  u s  to  e sca la te  i f  w e  w ish e d ” . H e  suggested  
th a t  th e  d o w n in g  o f  an y  U .S . re c o n n a issa n c e  p la n e  over th e  N o r th  b y  
U -2 a irc ra f t  w o u ld  b e  an  a p p ro p r ia te  i n c i d e n t . . .
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S h a k e n  b y  M c C o n e ’s v ig o ro u s  d is s e n t, J o h n s o n  su b m it te d  a 
sea rch in g  q u e s t io n  to  th e  C IA : W ou ld  th e  r e s t  o f  S o u th -e a s t  A sia  fa ll 
in to  C o m m u n is t  h a n d s  i f  S o u th  V ie t  N am  an d  L ao s  d id ?  T h e  rep ly  
to o k  issue  w ith  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  d o m in o  th e o ry . 
“ W ith  th e  p o ss ib le  e x c e p t io n  o f  C a m b o d ia ” , said th e  C IA , “ it  is lik e ly  
th a t  n o  n a t io n  in  th e  a rea  w o u ld  q u ic k ly  su c c u m b  to  C o m m u n ism ” . 
T h e  sp re a d  o f  C o m m u n ism  w o u ld  n o t  b e  “ in e x o ra b le ” . . . .

E q u a lly  p re s c ie n t an d  in d e p e n d e n t  w as U n d e r  S ec re ta ry  o f  S ta te  
G eo rg e  B all. U n sw ay ed  b y  th e  te c h n o c ra ts  a ro u n d  h im , h e  k e p t  
w arn in g  re s p e c tfu lly  t h a t  th e ir  c o u rse  w as w ro n g . H is m e m o  to  
P re s id e n t J o h n s o n  o n  J u ly  1 , 1 9 6 5 , to o k  a c c o u n t  o f  sou ls , an d  F re n c h  
h is to ry , as w ell as w e a p o n s . I t  c o n c lu d e d : “ N o  o n e  can  assu re  y o u  
th a t  w e can  b e a t  th e  V ie t  C o n g  o r  ev en  fo rc e  th e m  to  th e  co n fe re n c e  
ta b le  o n  o u r  te rm s , n o  m a t te r  h o w  m a n y  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  w h ite ,  
fo re ig n  (U .S .)  t ro o p s  w e d e p lo y . O n ce  w e d e p lo y  su b s ta n tia l  n u m b e rs  
o f  t r o o p s  in  c o m b a t ,  i t  w ill b e c o m e  a  w a r b e tw e e n  th e  U .S . a n d  a 
la rge  p a r t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  S o u th  V ie t  N am . U .S . t r o o p s  w ill b eg in  
to  ta k e  h eav y  c a su a ltie s  in  a  w a r th e y  a re  ill-eq u ip p ed  to  f ig h t in  a 
n o n c o o p e ra tiv e  i f  n o t  d o w n r ig h t h o s ti le  c o u n try s id e . O n ce  w e  su ffe r  
large c a su a ltie s , w e  w ill have  s ta r te d  a w ell-n igh  irrev e rs ib le  p ro cess . 
O u r in v o lv e m e n t w ill b e  so g rea t t h a t  w e  c a n n o t - w i th o u t  n a tio n a l 
h u m il ia t io n —sto p  s h o r t  o f  ach iev ing  o u r  o b jec tiv e s . I th in k  
h u m ilia tio n  w o u ld  b e  m o re  l ik e ly —even  a f te r  w e  have  p a id  te r r ib le  
c o s ts ’. . . .

Nixon . .  . two faces as usual

Ky, Thieu & Minh . .  . manoeuveurs ahead

N o t t h a t  th e  th o u s a n d s  an d  th o u s a n d s  o f  w o rd s  a n d  pages fro m  
th e  P e n ta g o n  arch iv es rev ea l an y  se c re ts . T h a t  J o h n s o n  is a  liar, th a t  
M cN am ara  is a  l ia r , th a t  R u s k , M cG eorge  B u n d y , R o s to w , T a y lo r  a re  
lia rs  a ll is scarce ly  n ew s to  a n y o n e  free  f ro m  h y p n o t ic  lo y a lty  to  
w h a t ’s o f f ic ia l, a u th o r i ta t iv e  an d  g o v e rn m e n ta l.

T h e  T im e s ’ e x p o s e  p ro v es  th e  case ag a in s t th is  k n av ish  lo t  w ith  
th e ir  o w n  p a p e rs  a n d  th e ir  o w n  w o rd s . T h a t ’s n ic e , b u t  w h a t ’s rea lly  
g o o d  a b o u t  th e  T im e s’ m a te r ia l  is th a t  i t  p ro v id e s  u s w ith  an  e x a c t  
an d  te x tu r e d  k n o w led g e  o f  th e se  m e n ’s m e n d a c i ty ,  th e ir  s tu p id ity  an d  
th e ir  p r e s u m p tio n . T h e  m a te r ia l a llo w s us a t  la s t to  m a tc h  th e  lies 
th e y  to ld  u s  w ith  th e ir  s e c re t t r u th s .

WITH PRECISION
So w h ile  A m e ric a n  o ffic ia ls  w ere  d o in g  th e ir  h e a r ts  an d  flo w ers  a c t 

a b o u t  th e  b rav e , ag g ressed -u p o n  free  p e o p le  o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m , J o h n
T . M c N a u g h to n , A ss is ta n t-S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fen ce , is w r it in g  a 
m e m o ra n d u m  s ta tin g  o u r  w a r  a im s w ith  a p rec is io n  these  g u y s  reserv e  
fo r  th e ir  p r iv a te  m o m e n ts :  “ 7 0 % - t o  av o id  a  h u m ilia tin g  U S  d e fe a t  to  
o u r  r e p u ta t io n  as a  g u a ra n to r ;  2 0 % - t o  k e e p  S o u th  V ie tn a m  an d  
a d ja c e n t te r r i to ry  f ro m  C h in ese  h a n d s ; 10—to  p e rm it  th e  p e o p le  o f  
S o u th  V ie tn a m  to  e n jo y  a  b e t t e r ,  f re e r  w ay  o f  l ife ” .

A n d  e v en  th a t  10%  is su sp ec t. F o r  a n o th e r  o f  th e  T im e s ’ 
d o c u m e n ts  gives a  sp ec ific  ex a m p le  o f  h o w  w e  re sp e c t V ie tn am ese  
fre e d o m .

T h i s  i s  a n  a i r g r a m  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  f r o m  o u r  
am b a ssa d o r-p ro c o n su l-g a u le ite r , G en e ra l M axw ell T a y lo r , g iv ing  th e  
v e rb a tim  t r a n s c r ip t  o f  h is  b aw lin g  o u t  th e  V ie tn a m e se  m ilita ry  le ad e rs  
b e c a u se  h e  d id n ’t  like  th e ir  p o li t ic a l  m an o e u v re s : “ D o  all o f  y o u  
u n d e rs ta n d  E n g lis h ? . . . .  I to ld  y o u  all c learly  a t G en e ra l 
W e s tm o re la n d ’s d in n e r , w e  A m e ric a n s  w e ’re  t ire d  o f  c o u p s . 
A p p a re n tly  I w as ted  m y  w o rd s . M aybe  th is  is b ecau se  so m e th in g  is 
w ro n g  w ith  m y  F re n c h  b e c a u se  y o u  e v id e n tly  d id n ’t 
u n d e rs ta n d . . . .n o e  y o u  have  m a d e  a  rea l m ess. We c a n n o t  ca rry  y o u  
fo re v e r  i f  y o u  d o  th in g s  like th is ” .

In  th e  co u rse  o f  th is  d ress in g  d o w n . A d m ira l C ang  p ro te s ts  t o  th e  
A m e ric a n  v ice ro y : “ I t  seem s th a t  w e are  be in g  tr e a te d  as th o u g h  w e  
w ere  g u ilty . W h a t w e d id  w as  g o o d  a n d  w e  d id  i t  o n ly  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  
th e  c o u n tr y ” .

T o  th a t  T a y lo r  rep lie s : “ N o w  le t m e  te ll y o u  h o w  I fee l a b o u t  
i t . . . .1 d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e th e r  w e  w ill c o n tin u e  to  su p p o r t  y o u  a f te r  
th i s .........”

T h ese  m e n  m u s t h av e  th o u g h t  th e y  w ere  su p e rh u m a n . Y o u  g e t it  
f ro m  th e  c o d e  n am es th e y  p ic k e d  fo r  th e ir  m ili ta ry  o p e ra tio n s . 
H a rd n o se , P ie rce  A rro w , F la m in g  D a rt an d  R o llin g  T h u n d e r .

I t  is  im p o ss ib le  t o  re a d  th ro u g h  th e se  d o c u m e n ts  w i th o u t  fee lin g  
re p e a te d  ru sh e s  o f  b it te rn e s s . T h e  a d m iss io n  th e y  w ere  ca rry in g  o n  
o ffen s iv e  w a rfa re  ag a in s t N o r th  V ie tn a m  b e fo re  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in , 
th e ir  o w n  d o u b ts  th a t  N o r th  V ie tn a m  d id  c o n tro l  th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib e ra tio n  F r o n t ,  an d  p e rh a p s  w o rs t ,  th a t  all th e  ta lk  a b o u t  go ing  
a b o u t  th e  e a r th  lo o k in g  e v e ry w h e re  f o r  a  p eace  ta b le  to  s it a t ,  th a t  all 
o f  i t  w as lies. . . .

O n c e  m o re , th e r e ’s n o th in g  n ew . W e’ve a lw ays k n o w n  th a t  w h a t 
th e y  w a n te d  is u n c o n d it io n a l  su rre n d e r . B u t o n  p a p e r , in  th e ir  w o rd s , 
in  th e ir  o w n  p e rso n a l s ty le , i t  is so b a ld , so d ev o id  o f  ra tio n a liz a tio n s , 
so e m p ty  o f  p i ty .

L ik e  M cG eo rg e  B u n d y  w ritin g  a b o u t  th e  im p e n d in g  d ec is io n  to  
d e s tro y  N o r th  V ie tn a m  w ith  b o m b e rs : “ Y e t m e a su re d  ag a in st th e  co s t 
o f  d e fe a t  in  V ie tn a m  th is  p ro g ra m m e  seem s ch eap . A nd  even  i f  i t  fa ils 
to  tu rn  th e  t i d e - a s  i t  m a y - t h e  v a lue  o f  th e  e f fo r t  seem s to  u s  to  
ex cee d  its  c o s t” .

Y o u  d o n ’t  lea rn  a n y th in g  n e w , b u t  w h a t  y o u  k n o w  is c o n f irm e d . 
L ik e  M cN am ara , th e  A lb e r t  S p ee r  o f  th is  f i lty  b u sin e ss . I f  y o u  th in k  
th a t  lan g u ag e  is o v e rd ra w n , re a d  w h a t  th e  P e n ta g o n  h is to r ia n s  
w r ite : .  . . .

-B y  NICHOLAS von HOFFMAN of the Washington Post.
(The Auckland Star, June 23 1971).
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S ince T h ie u  h a s  sa id  l i t t le  to  in d ic a te  th a t  h e  s ta n d s  fo r  a n y th in g  
e x c e p t a  c o n t in u e d  w a r -p o l ic y . . . .

(Herald, June 4 1971)
V eiled  T h re a t .  T h e  P re s id e n t a n d  h is  V ice  P re s id e n t h av e  never 

b e e n  th e  b e s t  o f  f rie n d s , b u t  th e ir  e n m ity  h a s  ra re ly  b e e n  m o re  
a p p a re n t  th a n  la s t  w eek . T h e  cau se  o f  th e  h e ig h te n e d  ill  fee ling : a 
s ting ing  sp eech  b y  K y  th a t  b la s te d  th e  T h ie u  a d m in is tra tio n . In  th e  
sp eech , a p re lu d e  to  n e x t O c to b e r ’s p re s id e n tia l  e le c tio n  c am p a ig n , in  
w h ich  K y w o u ld  like  to  o p p o se  T h ie u ’s re -e le c tio n , d ie  V ice  P re s id e n t 
d e sc rib ed  T h ie u ’s reg im e as a  “ d ic ta to r s h ip ”  an d  sa id  th a t  i t  w as 
w orse  th a n  a  C o m m u n is t  d ic ta to r s h ip  “ b ecau se  i t  is d isg u ised ” . T h e  
a rm ed  fo rce s , d e c la re d  K y , “ c a n n o t  b e  s tro n g  b e cau se  o f  th e  p lag u e  o f  
c o r ru p tio n . T h e  p re s e n t m ili ta ry  s tre n g th  is a  p h o n y  s tre n g th  th a t  can  
co llapse  a t  an y  m o m e n t” . T h e n , in  a  th in ly  ve iled  th r e a t  ag a in s t 
T h ie u , K y  a d d e d ’ “ T h o se  V ie tn a m e se  w h o  h av e  th e  h a b i t  o f  b e in g  th e  
se rv ito rs  o f  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  a n d  w h o  p ra c tic e  th e  p o lic y  o f  fam ily  
d ic ta to rsh ip  have  to  ta k e  m y  w a rn in g  as a  se rio u s  o n e ” .

T h e  e d it io n s  o f  fo u r te e n  S aigon  n e w sp a p e rs  th a t  r e p o r te d  th e  
speech  w ere  p ro m p tly  c o n f isc a te d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t fo r  ca rry in g  
a rtic le s  th a t  w ere  “ a th r e a t  to  n a tio n a l s e c u rity ” .

(Time, June 28 1971).
. . .  .M oreover, m a n y  o f  th e  le g is la to rs  w h o  v o te d  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t’s b ill h a d , as o n e  S a igon  w it p u t  i t ,  “ so m e w h ere  b e tw e e n
5 0 0 ,0 0 0  an d  7 0 0 ,0 0 0  g o o d  re a so n s  t o  b e  h a p p y - o n e  fo r  e ach  o f  th e  
p ia s te rs  h e  h a d  rece iv ed  to  v o te  fo r  th e  m e a s u re ” . T h a t w as a  h igh  
p r i c e - $  1 ,3 5 0  to  $ 1 ,8 5 0  a t th e  b la c k -m a rk e t e x ch an g e  r a t e - a n d  th e  
o p e n  w ay  in  w h ic h  th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s re p re se n ta tiv e s  o ffe re d  cash  fo r  
v o te s  w as, in  th e  w o rd s  o f  a  W estern  d ip lo m a t ,  “ g ro ss” . . .  .

. . .  .A nd  even  so m e  o f  T h ie u ’s s u p p o r te r s  w o n d e re d  w h y  th e  
u su a lly  c a u tio u s  P re s id e n t h a d  r isk ed  su c h  a b la ta n t  p o w e r  p lay . T h e  
m o s t like ly  e x p la n a tio n , aside  f ro m  h is  d es ire  t o  b e  a  m a jo r ity  
P re s id en t, is t h a t  T h ie u  h a d  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  h is  re -e le c tio n  w as b y  n o  
m ean s g u a ra n te e d . In  a d ire c t  m a tc h  w ith  B ig M inh , th e  ra c e  m ig h t b e  
close  e n o u g h , espec ia lly  in  v iew  o f  re c e n t  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  m ilita ry  
reverses in  L ao s  a n d  C a m b o d ia . . . .

. . .  .A n o th e r  o p tio n , suggested  as a  p o ss ib ility  b y  so m e  o f  K y ’s 
a id es , w as  th a t  th e  tw o  a s p ira n ts  m ig h t b o th  w ith d ra w  f ro m  th e  race  
o n  th e  g ro u n d  th a t  th e  e le c tio n  b ill  is “ u n fa ir , u n d e m o c ra t ic ,  an d  
u n c o n s t itu t io n a l” .

N ig h tm are : T h e  f irs t o p t io n  co u ld  b e  a p o litic a l d isa s te r  fo r  T h ie u ; 
th e  se co n d  w o u ld  b e  a  n ig h tm a re  f o r  th e  U .S . E m b a ssy  in  S a ig o n . O ne  
o f  A m b assad o r E lls w o rth  B u n k e r’s ch ie f  co n c e rn s  is  th a t  th e  e le c tio n  
s h o u ld  a p p ea r  (o u r  em p h as is) re sp e c ta b le  to  th e  w o r ld  a t 
la r g e . . .  .

(Newsweek, June 21 1971)
We firs t b ecam e  invo lved  in  V ie t N am  to  c o n ta in  C h i n a . . .  .it is 

n o w  safe  fo r  us to  tra d e  w ith  C h in a , an d  sa fe  t o  n e g o tia te  an  A .B .M . 
ag reem en t w ith  R ussia , i t  sh o u ld  b e  sa fe , a t  la s t,  to  b r in g  o u r  so ld ie rs  
h o m e  fro m  V ie tn am .

Conclusion of Time Essay, 
(June 14,1971);

. *■'<

“ By h is  o w n  a c c o u n t E llsberg  h a d  s p e n t m u c h  o f  th e  la s t  9  m o n th s  
try in g  to  c o n v in ce  W ash ing ton  o ff ic ia ld o m  o f  th e  s tu d y ’s 
im p o r ta n c e . . . .  By th is  t im e  h e  w as co n v in ced  th a t  th e  N ix o n  
A d m in is tra tio n  w as m ere ly  c o n tin u in g  th e  sam e s tra te g y  J o h n s o n  h a d  
fo llo w e d  an d  th a t  i ts  p o lic y  w o u ld  le a d  in e x o ra b ly  “ to  th e  
d e s tru c t io n  o f  N o r th  V ie tn a m ”  b y  J a n u a ry  1 9 7 3 . “ H e n ry , I sm ell 
1 9 6 4  all over ag a in ”  E llsb e rg  re m e m b e re d  te llin g  K issinger.

-  Newsweek, June 28,1971.
SOME REASONS FOR THIS:

1. Je an  L a c o n tu re , N o u v e l O b se rv a te u r, 15 M arch  1971  sp e ak s  o f  
th e  ev e r-p resen t d an g e r  to  th e  U .S . d ec id in g  u p o n  th e  to ta l  
d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  d am s a n d  d y k e s  o f  N o r th  V ie tn a m , a n d  also  th e  
d an g e r  o f  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  a to m ic  w e a p o n s  in to  th e  w a r. . . .

2. A s ea rly  as A p ril 1 6 , 1 9 5 4 , in  an  ad d re ss  to  th e  A m erican  
S o c ie ty  o f  N ew sp ap er  E d ito r s  N ix o n  p ro p o se d  th e  U .S . send  its  o w n  
tro o p s  in to  In d o c h in a  i f  F ra n c e  gave u p  th e  f ig h t an d  m ad e  p eace  a t  
G eneva . “ I h av e  v is ited  M etnam  m a n y  tim e s ,”  N ix o n  said  th e  o th e r  
n ig h t in  h is  la te s t  a p p ea l fo r  p u b lic  s u p p o r t  in  b r in g in g  a b o u t  a  “ju s t  
p e a c e .”  In d e e d  h e  h as , an d  in  ev e ry  v isit h e  h a s  so u g h t to  d e e p e n  
A m erican  e n ta n g le m e n t. O n e  o f  th e  ea r lie s t w as h is  v isit to  H a n o i 
( th e n  still in  F re n c h  h an d s )  in  N o v em b er, 1 9 6 3 , t o  m a k e  a  sp eech  
o p p o s in g  th e  id ea  o f  a  n e g o tia te d  p e a c e  a n d  h e a d  o f f  th e  G en ev a  
co n fe re n c e . A n o th e r  v isit is w o r th  k e e p in g  in  m in d  as  w e  a p p ro a c h  
a n o th e r  rigged  P re s id en tia l e le c tio n  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m  to  k eep  T h ie u  
in  p o w er. T h a t  v isit w as o n  Ju ly  6 ,1 9 5 6 .  D iem  h a d  ju s t  su c c e e d e d  in  
e le c tin g  h im se lf  a ru b b e r-s ta m p  C o n s t i tu e n t  A ssem bly  b y  su p p ress in g  
m an y  in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a tu re s , a rre s tin g  m a n y  o p p o s it io n  lead e rs  
an d  b y  so re s tr ic t in g  fre e d o m  o f  speech  an d  p ress  th a t  m o s t o f  th e  
o p p o s it io n  fin a lly  b o y c o t te d  th e  e le c tio n s . N ix o n  in  an  ad d re ss  t o  th e  
A ssem b ly  said  “ th e  e n tire  fre e  w o r ld ”  d e riv ed  “ g rea t in s p ir a t io n ”  
fro m  D iem ’s ach iev em en ts . W hen N ix o n  te lls  u s as h e  d id  in  h is  la te s t  
speech  th a t  w e m u s t h an g  o n  a n d  e n d  th e  w a r  in  a  w ay  w h ic h  w ill 
ach ieve  th e  g o a l o f  “ a  S o u th  V ie tn a m  free  to  d e te rm in e  its  ow n  
f u tu re ,”  i t  is w ell to  re m e m b e r  th a t  f irs t  fak e  e le c tio n  u n d e r  D iem . 
F o r  tw o  d e c a d e s  w e  have  b e e n  im p o sin g  p u p p e t  reg im es o f  S a ig o n  in  
th e  n am e  o f  s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n . B u t th e  s te le  d o u b le - ta lk  s till goes o n .

N ix o n  says th a t  w h en  h e  le f t  o f fic e  as V ice P re s id e n t in  J a n u a ry  
1961 th e re  w ere  n o  A m erican  c o m b a t  fo rc e s  in  V ie tn a m . H e di;drit 
say h e  so o n  d id  all h e  c o u ld  to  p u t  th e m  in . In  F e b ru a ry  1 9 6 2  a f te r  
K en n ed y  sen t G en e ra l H a rk in s  to  V ie tn a m  to  h e a d  a  U .S . M ilita ry  
A ssistan ce  C o m m a n d , th e  R e p u b lic a n  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e ’s 
p u b lic a tio n  B a ttle  L in e  (F e b  13) d e c la red  th a t  K e n n e d y  h a d  b een  
“ less th a n  c a n d id ”  a b o u t  U .S . m ilita ry  in v o lv em en t, a sk ed  w h e th e r  w e 
w ere  m oving  to w a rd  a “ new  K o re a ”  a n d  sa id  th e  A m e ric a n  p eo p le  
sh o u ld  n o t  have  to  w a it “ u n ti l  A m erican  c a su a lty  lis ts  a re  p o s te d ”  
b e fo re  k n o w in g  th e  fu ll t r u th .  T w o  d a y s  la te r  N ix o n  d isag reed  in  a 
s ta te m e n t s a y in g -

I d o n ’t  ag ree  a t  a ll w ith  an y  p a r tisa n  o r  o th e r  c r itic ism  o f  th e  U .S . 
b u ild u p  in  V ie tn a m . M y o n ly  q u e s tio n  is w h e th e r  i t  m a y  b e  to o  li t t le  
a n d  to o  l a t e . . .  .1 s u p p o r t  P re s id en t K e n n e d y  t o  th e  h i l t ,  an d  I o n ly  
h o p e  h e  w ill s tep  u p  th e  b u ild u p  a n d  u n d e r  n o  c irc u m s ta n c e s  c u r ta il  i t  
b ecau se  o f  po ss ib le  c r itic ism .

S h o rtly  a f te rw a rd s  “ 18 N o ta b le s” , in c lu d in g  R o m a n  C a th o lic  
lead e rs , a p p ea led  firs t to  D iem  an d  th e n  to  th e  U .S . A n b assad o r 
(M arch  1 3 , 1 9 6 2 ) fo r  th e  re s to ra t io n  o f  e le m e n ta ry  p o li t ic a l  an d  civil 
r ig h ts , d ec la rin g  th a t  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t  h ad  b e e n  a lie n a te d  b y  
w id esp rea d  re p re ss io n . N ix o n  tu rn e d  as d e a f  an  e a r  as K e n n e d y  to  th is  
ap p e a l fo r  th e  f re e d o m  w e  w ere  su p p o se d ly  d e fen d in g .

In  1 9 6 4  as th e  p re s id e n tia l  c am p a ig n  w a rm e d  u p , N ix o n  said 
L y n d o n  J o h n s o n , th e n  p re te n d in g  to  b e  d o v ish , “ lack s th e  idea lism  
an d  sense o f  p u rp o s e ”  b o th  E ise n h o w e r  a n d  K en n ed y  “ w ere  ab le  to  
p r o je c t”  a n d  th a t  u n d e r  J o h n s o n  it  w as h a rd  to  fin d  a p lace  o n  th e  
m ap  o f  th e  w o rld  “ w h ere  th e  U .S . is n o t  b e in g  k ic k e d  a ro u n d , 
in su lte d , b lack m a iled  o r  th r e a te n e d .”  T h is  s tru c k  th e  f i rs t  n o te  o f  
N ix o n ’s n o w  fam ilia r  “ p o o r , p it i fu l  g ia n t”  th e m e . O n  h is  r e tu rn  fro m  
a to u r  o f  A sia (A p ril 16) h e  ca lled  fo r  m ilita ry  a c tio n  a g a in s t b ases in  
N o r th  V ie tn am  an d  L aos to  show  th e  “ e n e m y  h e  can  n o  lo n g er have 
p riv ileged  sa n c tu a ry ,”  a n d  r e p e a te d  a  call fo r  “ h o t  p u r s u i t”  in to  L aos 
and  N o r th  V ie tn am  in a sp eech  tw o  d ay s  la te r  b e fo re  th a t  fav o rite  
fo ru m  o f  h is, th e  A m erican  S o c ie ty  o f  N e w sp ap e r  E d ito rs . “ T o  w in  
th e  w a r ,”  h e  to ld  th e m , “ th e  in itia tiv e  m u s t b e  c a rr ie d  n o r th ” . 
P e rh ap s  N ix o n  (w h o  w as a b o u t to  ad d re ss  th e  S o c ie ty  again  as th is  
w as w r i t te n )  likes to  ad d re ss  o u r  se n io r  e d ito rs  b ecau se  th e y  so 
oblig ing ly  fo rg e t w h a t h e  d o es  n o t  w ish  th e  p u b lic  to  rem e m b e r.

AGAINST A NEGOTIATED WITHDRAWAL
W hen  Jo h n s o n  f in a lly  b eg an  to  b o m b  N o r th  V ie tn a m  a n d  to  send  

in  c o m b a t tro o p s  in  1 9 6 5 , i t  w as a  tr iu m p h  fo r  N ix o n . H e o p e n e d  th e  
y e a r  b y  p ro p o s in g  (J a n  2 6 ) th a t  th e  U .S . N avy  a n d  A ir F o rc e  b e  u sed  
to  b o m b  su p p ly  r o u te s  an d  stag ing  a reas  in  L ao s  a n d  V ie tn a m ; h e  
c o n c e d e d  th is  m ig h t b r in g  a  d ire c t  c o n f lic t  w ith  C h in a  b u t  said 
n e g o tia tio n  w o u ld  b e  ta n ta m o u n t  to  “ su rren d e rin g  o n  th e  in s ta llm e n t 
p la n ” . A f te r  J o h n s o n ’s f irs t  a ir ra id s o n  N o r th  V ie tn a m  in  F e b ru a ry , 
N ix o n  d e c la red  th e m  in su ff ic ie n t an d  ca lled  fo r  U .S . w a rp la n e s  to  
b o m b  su p p ly  lin e s  “ d ay  b y  d a y , an d  fo r  th a t  m a t te r ,  n ig h t b y  n ig h t”  
(F e b . 1 0 ). F if te e n  d a y s  la te r  h e  asked  J o h n s o n  to  r e je c t  a n y  p e ace  
ta lk s  th a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  U .S . w ith d ra w a l f ro m  S o u th  V ie tn a m . O n  
A p ril 2 h e  a p p ro v e d  J o h n s o n ’s in tro d u c tio n  o f  gas w a rfa re . In  
S e p te m b e r  a f te r  J o h n s o n  h a d  w id en ed  th e  w a r in  th e  air an d  o n  th e  
g ro u n d , N ix o n  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  a n o th e r  visit t o  V ie tn a m  an d  ( M e e t  th e  
P ress , S e p t 12 ) d e c la re d  h im se lf  m o re  o p tim is tic . H e ca lled  fo r  th e  
b o m b in g  o f  m ilita ry  ta rg e ts  in  H an o i a n d  tw o  m o n th s  la te r  (sam e 
p ro g ra m , N ov . 2 1 ) . a sk ed  Jo h n s o n  to  m in e  H a ip h o n g  h a rb o r . In  
N o v em b er h e  jo in e d  D ean  A ch eso n  in  signing a  F re e d o m  H o u se  
m a n ife s to  say in g  th a t  c r itic s  o f  th e  w a r “ hav e  a r ig h t to  b e  h e a rd , b u t  
th e y  im p o se  o n  th e  r e s t  o f  u s  th e  o b lig a tio n  to  m a k e  u n m is ta k a b ly  
c lea r th e  n a t io n ’s f irm  c o m m itm e n t”  to  V ie tn a m .

J o h n s o n  c o u ld  n ev e r  d o  en o u g h  in  V ie tn a m  to  p lease  N ix o n . In  
A u g u s t o f  1 9 6 6 , a f te r  a n o th e r  v isit to  V ie tn a m , N ix o n  ca lled  f o r  a 
25%  in c rea se  in  U .S . tro o p s , b r in g in g  th e  to ta l  t o  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  m e n . H e 
said h e  w as “ c o n v in c e d ”  th a t  such  a  m assive b u ild u p  w o u ld  r e d u c e  
casu a ltie s! H e w a rn e d  th e  A m erican  L eg io n  la te r  th a t  m o n th  “ if  
V ie tn a m  fa lls , th e  P ac ific  w ill b e  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  R e d  O c e a n .”  A 
y e a r  la te r  h e  w as still e c h o in g  m ilita ry  c r itic ism  o f  J o h n s o n  fo r  
“ g ra d u a l e s c a la tio n ”  a n d  ca lling  in s tea d  (B o s to n  A ug. 2 1 , 1 9 6 7 )  fo r  
“ m assive p re s s u re ”  s h o r t  o n ly  o f  n u c lea r  w eap o n s . In  O c to b e r  o f  th a t  
y e a r  in  C h icag o  N ix o n  re a c h e d  a new  p o in t  o f  h y s te r ia . H e  d e c la re d  
th e  a lte rn a tiv e  t o  a “ su c ce ss fu l”  co n c lu s io n  o f  th e  V ie tn a m  w a r  m ig h t 
b e  W o rld  W ar I I I . H e said  it  w as necessa ry  to  m ak e  th e  A m erican  
p e o p le  rea lize  U .S . “ v ita l s tra teg ic  in te re s ts ”  in  th e  c o n f lic t  a n d  to  
b r in g  h o m e  to  th e m  th a t  “ th is  w a r is a b o u t  p e ace  a n d  fre e d o m  in  th e  
w o r ld .”  In  F e b ru a ry  1 9 6 8  h e  c r itic iz ed  J o h n s o n ’s ’b o m b in g  p a u s e ,”  a 
p au se  in  w h ich  so m e  p eo p le  h o p e d  n e g o tia tio n s  m ig h t b eg in .

C an  a m an  so tr ic k y  an d  so b razen  as to  so d is to r t  th a t  p a s t re c o rd  
ever b e  t ru s te d ?  T h e  re c o rd  h e lp s  us to  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t N ix o n  m e a n t 
o n  A p ril 7 w h e n  h e  a p p e a le d  fo r  su p p o r t  “ to  e n d  th is  w a r - b u t  to  e n d  
i t  in  a  w ay  th a t  w ill s tre n g th e n  t ru s t  fo r  A m erica  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .”  
W h at h e  m e a n s  is n o t  t r u s t  b u t  fear. W hat h e  m e a n s  is th a t  A m e ric a ’s 
w ill m u s t b e  im p o se d  o n  In d o c h in a , a t  w h a te v e r  c o s t  to  i ts  p eo p le  a n d  
o u rs.

—I.F. Stone’s Bi-Weekly, 
April 19,1971.

3. Q . W h a t d o e s  V ie tn a m iz a tio n  an d  th e  N ix o n  D o c tr in e  en v is io n  
in  te rm s  o f  U .S . a ir  s u p p o r t  in  In d o c h in a  a f te r  th e se  t r o o p s  a re  p u lle d  
o u t?

L A IR D : I w o u ld  en v is io n  th a t  th e  U .S . p re se n c e  as fa r  a s  A sia is 
c o n c e rn e d , as fa r as N aval fo rce s  are  c o n c e rn e d , as fa r  as A ir F o rc e s  
a re  c o n c e rn e d , th a t  th is  w o u ld  b e  p a r t  o f  th e  re a lis tic  d e te r r e n t  w h ic h  
w e w ill m a in ta in  in  A sia.

Q . D o y o u  en v is io n  th o se  a ir  and  naval u n i ts  rem a in in g  in  c o m b a t  
in  c a rry in g  o u t  th a t  ro le?

L A IR D : I w o u ld n ’t  care  to  d iscuss th a t  p a r t ic u la r  q u e s t io n . I lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  th e  re d u c t io n  o f  w a rfa re  in  th a t  a rea  o f  th e  w o rld  an d  I d o  
n o t  b e liev e  t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th a t  
k in d  o f  w a rfa re . W e m u s t m a in ta in  a c a p a b ility , h o w e v e r , in  o rd e r  to  
b e  rea lis tic  a b o u t  th e  s i tu a tio n  th a t  w e d o  face  th e re ,  an d  in  o rd e r  to  
re s to re  p eace  an d  to  m a in ta in  p eace  in th a t  a rea .

— Press conference at the Pentagon 
April 13 (abridged)
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S e c re ta ry  o f  D efen se  sa id  th e  o th e r  d a y  th a t  w e w o u ld  rem ain  in 
S o u th  V ie tn a m  (sic ). H o w  d o  y o u  reco n c ile  th e se  tw o  s ta te m e n ts  or is 
th e re  a  c o n f lic t  th e re  in  y o u r  o p in io n ?

T h e  P R E S ID E N T : N o . M r D u d m a n , th e re  rea lly  isn ’t  any 
c o n f l i c t . . . .  I sa id  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  e n d  o u r  in v o lv e m e n t . . . .  I said that 
o u r  g o a l is t o ta l  A m erican  w ith d ra w a l f ro m  V ie tn a m . . . .  A s fa r  as Mr 
L a ird ’s s ta te m e n t  w as c o n c e rn e d , w h a t  h e  w as re fe rr in g  to  w as that 
p e n d in g  th e  t im e  th a t  w e  can  have  a  to ta l  w ith d ra w a l c o n s is te n t with 
th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  I la id  d o w n  la s t  w e e k , i t  w ill b e  n ecessa ry  to  the
U .S . to  r e ta in  a ir  p o w e r  an d  to  re ta in  so m e  re s id u a l f o r c e s . . . .

— American Society of Newspaper Editors
April 16.

I im p le m e n te d  a  p la n  to  t r a in  an d  e q u ip  th e  S o u th  V ie tn am ese ; to 
w ith d ra w  A m erican  fo rc e s , an d  to  e n d  A m erican  in v o lv e m e n t in the 
w a r  ju s t  as so o n  as th e  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  h a d  d ev e lo p ed  th e  capacity 
to  d e fe n d  th e ir  c o u n tr y  ag a in st C o m m u n is t  aggression .

-  Nixon’s address of April 7.

T h e  V ie tn a m iz a tio n  p la n  is  n o t  c o m p le te d  y e t ,  so w e  still have 
m a n y  th in g s  to  d o  n o t  o n ly  in  th e  m ili ta ry  f ie ld , b u t  in  o th e r  fields, 
so c ia lly , p o li tic a lly  an d  e c o n o m ic a lly . S o  i f  V ie tn a m iz a tio n  means 
m ak in g  S o u th  V ie tn a m  s tro n g , c ap ab le  t o  d e fe n d  its e lf , i t  w ill tak e  15 
o r  2 0  m o re  y ears .

-  Vice President K y at an 
impromptu news conference in Saigon at which he also said 
that if  Senator McGovern came to Vietnam “I  will kick him 
out personally. ” AP in Baltimore Sun, April 19. (The same 
day the New York Daily News Saigon correspondent Joseph 
Fried quoted K y as terming a military victory and invasion of 
the North impossible and saying, “both parts o f  Vietnam 
must stop the war. . . .  We are not going to fight and kill each 
other forever. ”

— I. F. Stone’s Bi-Weekly,
May 3,1971.
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4 . O n e  u n p u b lis h e d  p o r t io n  o f  th e  s e c re t,P e n ta g o n  h is to ry  o f  the 
V ie tn a m  w a r  co v ers th e  p e r io d  in  1 9 5 4  in  w h ic h  P re s id e n t N ixon 
p la y e d  a  k e y  ro le  in  th e  d e b a te  o v e r  th e  p o ss ib le  use  o f  tactical 
n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  an d  U n ite d  S ta te s  c o m b a t  fo rc e s  in  N o r th  V ietnam  
to  p re v e n t th e  d o w n fa ll o f  th e  F re n c h .

F o rm e r  o ffic ia ls  o f  th e  E isen h o w er A d m in is tra tio n  asserted 
y e s te rd a y  th a t  M r N ix o n , th e n  th e  V ice -P re s id en t, s u p p o r te d  th e  use 
o f  ta c tic a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  a n d  th e  c o m m itm e n t  o f  U n ite d  States 
c o m b a t fo rce s .

In  th e  sp rin g  o f  1 9 5 4 , as th e  F re n c h  w ere  b e in g  su r ro u n d e d  b y  the 
V ie t  M inh  a t  D ien  B ien  P h u , th e  ch a irm a n  o f  th e  J o in t  C hiefs-of-S taff, 
A d m ira l A r th u r  R a d fo rd , is r e p o r te d  to  have  so u g h t a u th o r i ty  to  use 
ta c tic a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  to  b re a k  th e  seige.

I t  w as  w id e ly  a ssu m ed  at th e  tim e  th a t  M r N ix o n  a n d  the  late 
S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te ,  M r J o h n  F o s te r  D u lles , s u p p o r te d  R a d fo rd .

-  Thomas Rose of the Chicage Sun-Times.
(N.Z. Herald, 18 June 1971).
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E m m e tt  D U D M A N  (C hicago  S un  T im es): M r P re s id e n t y o u  

m e n tio n e d  en d in g  o u r  in v o lv em en t in  th e  w ar in  V ie tn a m  an d  y e t  th e

A s fo r  rem o v in g  g ro u n d  t r o o p s  f ro m  V ie tn a m , N ix o n  is just 
p la y in g  d o m e s tic  p o litic s . Y o u r  so ld ie rs  hav e  n o  m o re  w ill to  fight 
a n y w a y - w h y  sh o u ld  th e y ?

W hat re a lly  m a tte r s  is y o u r  a ir  fo rc e . T h a t ’s w h a t  p re v e n ts  the 
p a tr io tic  fo rc e s  f ro m  c a p tu r in g  m a in  c itie s  a n d  k eep s  th e  gang of 
c ro o k s  y o u  call a llies in  p o w er.

W ith o u t y o u r  p la n e s  a n d  h e lic o p te rs , th e ir  a rm ie s -re a lly  
m e r c e n a r ie s - w o u ld  m e lt  aw ay  o v e rn ig h t. B u t I ’ve h e a rd  no th ing  
a b o u t  w ith d ra w in g  a ir  s u p p o r t . . . .

-  Sihanouk, The Auckland Star, 
June 29, 1971.
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Military Supported Research 

and the Pacific Rim Strategy

^  ^  . . KEITH BUCHANAN
The maintenance of political and social stability in the Pacific Rim countries demands the use of a 

judicious “mix” of military, para-military and economic measures. The military assistance given by the 
USA to the Pacific Rim nations has involved not only massive injections of financial aid and modern 
weapons but also, and even more important, training of local personnel in the increasingly sophisticated 
techniques of conventional and counterinsurgency warfare. Between 1950 and 1968 approximately 
140,000 officers from the Asian and Latin American countries margining the Pacific were trained under 
the Military Assistance Programme (Military Assistance Facts, US Department of Defense 1969). From 
these same countries and Australia over 400 officers received training in various aspects of Chemical, 
Biological and Radiological Warfare (Congressional Record, 29 December 1969, pp. E l0993 sqq.). 
Conventional forces are backed up by a para-military police force and between 1961 and 1969 almost 100 
million dollars of aid was given to the Pacific Rim countries to build up their police forces (U.S.A.I.D. 
Operations Reports); this aid includes anti-riot gases, small arms and patrol vehicles.

In the economic field, direct US aid, supplemented by aid 
from organisations such as the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank and the Alliance for Progress, aims at 
strengthening the economies and, hopefully, at stabilising the 
social and political situation throughout the region. Private 
groupings such as ADELA (a corporation grouping 240 
companies) in Latin America and PICA in Asia coordinate 
their programmes with governmental programmes and 
underline the increasingly multilateral and multinational 
character of investment in the Pacific Rim countries.

THE MANIPULATION OF SOCIETIES
It’s aga in st th is  b a c k g ro u n d  th a t  w e sh o u ld  see th e  g ro w in g  in p u t  o f  

research fu n d s  in to  th e  re g io n . T h e  e la b o ra t io n  o f  n e w  w e a p o n s  
systems in v o lv ed  in  M c N a m a r a ’s c o n c e p t o f  th e  “ e le c tro n ic  
battlefield’’, th e  p ro s e c u tio n  o f  su c cess fu l c o u n te r in su rg e n c y  w ars , 
the p e n e tra tio n  o f  n e w  m a r k e t s - a l l  th e se  a re  in c reas in g ly  re g a rd e d  as 
being d e p e n d e n t u p o n  in te n s if ie d  re se a rc h  p ro g ra m m e s  in to  th e  
problems in v o lv ed . T h is  re sea rch  is n o t  m ere ly  in  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l 
field b u t a lso  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  th e  so c ia l sc iences fo r  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  
customs, b e lie fs  a n d  b e h a v io u r  p a t te r n s  o f  th e  so c ie tie s  o f  th e  P ac ific  
Rim c o u n tr ie s  is  seen  as e s se n tia l i f  th e se  so c ie tie s  a re  t o  b e  
manipulated in  th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  r ic h e r  an d  m o re  p o w e rfu l n a t io n s  
of the reg io n . T h e  g re a t  f o u n d a t io n s - n o ta b ly  F o rd  a n d  
R ockefeller-have lo n g  p la y e d  a n  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in  th is  p ro ce ss ; th e ir  
funding o f  e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m m e s  d esig n ed  to  c re a te  a 
western-oriented e li te  (see , fo r  e x a m p le , D av id  H o ro w itz ’s a n a ly s is  in  
Ramparts, A p ril, M ay a n d  O c to b e r  1 9 6 9  an d  P h ilip  A ltb a c h  in  U n ite d  
Asia M ay-June  1 9 7 0 )  a n d  th e ir  w o rk  in  th e  fie ld  o f  p o p u la t io n  
illustrate th is  m a n ip u la tio n . In c re a s in g ly  im p o r ta n t ,  h o w ev e r, h a s  
been th e  ro le  o f  th e  U S m ili ta ry  in  f in a n c in g  re se a rc h ; th is  is a 
development w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s tro n g ly  c r itic iz e d  b y  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t 
and w hich  h a s  m a jo r  im p lic a tio n s  as fa r  as th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s ro le  is 
concerned.

THE NOT SO INNOCENT ABROAD
A ccording to  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t ,  sp eak in g  in  M ay 1 9 6 9 , “ th e  

Department o f  D efen se  p ro p o se s  to  sp e n d  $ 4 8 .6  m illio n  o n  soc ia l an d  
behavioral sc ience  re se a rc h  in  th e  n e x t  fisca l y e a r . O f  th is  a m o u n t ,  
$5.2 m illion  is  fo r  s tu d ie s  w ith  fo re ig n  p o lic y  im p lic a tio n s  a n d  $7 .5  
million is fo r  fo re ig n  a rea  r e se a rc h ”  (C o n g ress io n a l R e c o r d - S e n a te ,  
May, 1969 , p . S 4 4 1 7 ) . H e q u o te s  a  W ash in g to n  P o s t  r e p o r t  b y  S tan ley  
Kamow th a t  in  T h a ila n d  “ A b o u t  a  d o z e n  d if fe r e n t  re se a rc h  f irm s 
employing n e a r ly  2 0 0  A m erican  sp ec ia lis ts  sp e n d  so m e  $ 11 m illio n  a 
year in D e p a r tm e n t (o f  D efen se )  su b sid ies o n  v a rio u s  p ro je c ts ” . T h e  
use o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  as a co v er fo r  co u n te r- in su rg e n c y  w o rk  in  L a tin  
America w as e x p o s e d  som e y ea rs  ago an d  fo rc e d  th e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  
the am b itio u s  P ro je c t  C a m e lo t;  s im ila r D e p a r tm e n t  o f  D efen se  
infiltration o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a lifo rn ia ’s H im a lay an  B o rd e r  
Countries P ro je c t  in  1 9 6 8  led  to  a  p r o m p t  re a c t io n  by  th e  In d ia n  
government a n d  to  th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  p ro je c t  (P ro fe sso r  G . D . 
Berreman in  N a t io n , 10  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 9 ). A n d  in  sp rin g  1 9 7 0  th e  

I disclosure o f  a se ries o f  d o c u m e n ts  dea lin g  w ith  a large-scale 
anthropological p r o je c t  in  T h a ila n d  c lea rly  im p lic a te d  th e  R e g e n ts  o f  
the U niversity  o f  C a lifo rn ia , th e  A c a d e m ic  A d v iso ry  C o u n c il fo r  
Thailand a n d  th e  US D efen se  D e p a r tm e n t  in  a  p ro g ra m m e  w h ich  th e  
Ethics C o m m itte e  o f  th e  A m erican  A n th ro p o lo g ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , 
described as “ e f fo r ts  a t  th e  m a n ip u la tio n  o f  p e o p le  o n  a  g ia n t sca le” , 
efforts w h ich  “ in te r tw in e  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l  re sea rch  
with overt an d  c o v e r t  c o u n te r in su rg e n c y  in  su ch  a  w ay  as to  th re a te n  
the fu tu re  o f  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l  re sea rch  in  S o u th -E a s t A sia  a n d  o th e r  
parts o f  th e  w o r ld ”  (N ew  Y o rk  R ev iew  o f  B o o k s , 19 N o v em b er, 
1970).

In a le t te r  to  th e  P ress d a te d  7 N o v em b er 1 9 6 6  I d rew  a t te n t io n  to  
the increasing in te re s t  o f  th e  m ili ta ry  in  so c io lo g ica l re sea rch ; ep iso d es  
of the ty p e  c ite d  ab o v e  h e lp  t o  e x p la in  th is  i n t e r e s t - a n d  g e n e ro s ity  to  
scholars.

“PENNIES FROM HEAVEN”
The figu res q u o te d  ab o v e  fo r  th e  D efen se  D e p a r tm e n t’s sp e n d in g  in  

the social sc ien ces re p re s e n t o n ly  a  f ra c tio n  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t’s 
research sp e n d in g . A cco rd in g  to  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t ,  th e  16 F ed e ra l 
Contract R e se a rc h  C e n te rs  ( th e  so -ca lled  “ th in k - ta n k s ” ) w ere  
spending o v er $ 3 0 0  m illio n  in  D efen se  F u n d s  in  1 9 6 9 . P ro je c t 
THEMIS, w h o se  o b jec tiv e  is “ to  s tim u la te  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
additional c e n tre s  o f  d e fen se -re lev an t r e se a rc h ” , g o t $ 2 8 .5  m illio n  in  
1969 an d  w as t o  g e t $ 4 4  m illio n  in  1 9 7 0 ; th is  a m o u n t  w o u ld  
“support c o n t in u a t io n  o f  9 2  p ro je c ts  a t 52  u n iv e rs itie s  a n d  co lleg es , 
and allow  in i t ia t io n  o f  an  a d d it io n a l 25  p ro je c ts ” . F u lb r ig h t  n o te s  
that 99 o f  th e  to p  5 0 0  d e fen se  re se a rc h  c o n tr a c to rs  are  e d u c a tio n a l 
institutions, th e  M a ssach u se tts  In s t i tu te  o f  T ech n o lo g y  a lo n e  rece iv in g  
over $119  m illio n  o f  D efen se  fu n d s  in  1 9 6 8 . H e  c o m m e n ts  b lu n t ly :  
“The inc reasin g  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  co lleges and  u n iv e rs itie s  o n  th e  
Defense D e p a r tm e n t  largesse is n o t  a  h e a l th y  s i tu a t io n  fo r  th e  
institutions, th e  s tu d e n ts ,  o r  f o r  o u r  free  s o c ie ty ”  (C ongress . 
R e c .-S en a te , 1 M ay 1 9 6 9 , p . S 4 4 1 8 ) .

In ad d itio n  to  th e  w o rk  ca rr ie d  o n  in  th e  U S A  “ 4 4 0  re sea rch  
projects are  n o w  u n d e rw a y  in  4 4  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s ” . S p eak in g  o f  th is

“ p u t t in g  o u t ”  o f  D e fen se  re se a rc h  to  o verseas c o n tr a c to rs ,  th e  
S e n a to r  o b se rv es  “ T h e re  is t ro u b le  a p le n ty  over m ili ta ry  re sea rch  
b e in g  ca rr ie d  o u t  in  o u r  o w n  e d u c a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s  an d  th e re  is n o  
n eed  to  ask  f o r  th e  sam e k in d  o f  t ro u b le  in  4 4  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s ” .

SPECIALISATION OF FUNCTION
T h e re  is , h o w e v e r , so m e  sp e c ia lisa tio n  o f  f u n c t io n  b e tw e e n  

e d u c a tio n a l a n d  re se a rc h  o u t f i t s  in  th e  U S A  a n d  th e  fo re ig n  
u n iv e rs itie s  lin k e d , in  F u lb r ig h t’s w o rd s , “ t o  o u r  m ilita ry  
e s ta b lis h m e n t” .

T h o se  in  th e  U S A  a p p e a r , f ro m  th e  lis tin g  in  C o n g ress io n a l R e c o rd , 
to  c o n c e n tr a te  o n  th e  m o re  “ sen sitiv e”  a rea s  o f  re se a rc h  an d  th e  
im p lic a tio n s  o f  th is  re se a rc h  fo r  p o licy -m a k in g . O verseas in s t i tu t io n s  
c o n tr ib u te  in  a  m o re  c ircu m sc rib ed  f ie ld , h a n d lin g  to p ic s  w h ic h  
a p p e a r  p a r t ,  a n d  p a r t  o n ly , o f  a  b ig g er re sea rch  p ro je c t ;  in  th is  re sp e c t 
th e re  is p e rh a p s  a  p a ra lle l to  th e  ea r ly  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  a to m ic  
b o m b , w ith  w id e ly -d isp e rsed  g ro u p s  o f  sc ie n tis ts  w o rk in g  o n  lim ite d  
to p ic s  w h o se  u lt im a te  s ig n ifican ce  w as la rge ly  u n k n o w n  to  th e m .

F o c u ss in g  o n  th e  re sea rch  c a rr ie d  o u t  in  th e  U S A  u n d e r  th e  h ead in g  
o f  “ P o licy  P lan n in g  S tu d ie s  w ith  F o re ig n  P o licy  Im p lic a tio n s” , w e  
f in d  th a t  th e  to ta l  b u d g e t te d  f o r  in  1 9 6 9 , fo r  w o rk  o n  th e  P ac ific  R im  
c o u n tr ie s , w as , in  ro u n d  f ig u res , $ 1 .9  m illio n  fo r  w o rk  o n  E a s t A sia 
an d  so m e w h a t o v er $ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  w o rk  o n  S o u th e a s t  A sia . T h ese  
to ta ls , w h ic h  d o  n o t  in c lu d e  th e  e x p e n d itu re  o n  21  “ c la ss if ied ”  
p ro je c ts , in c lu d e  o v er a  th ird  o f  a  m illio n  d o lla rs  o n  
c o u n te r- in s u rg e n c y -re la te d  w o rk  in  S o u th e a s t  A sia , o n  to p ic s  such  as 
s tu d ie s  o f  th e  In d o n e s ia n  m ili ta ry  an d  o f  m in o r ity  g ro u p s  in  T h a ila n d .

A m o n g  th e  c o u n tr ie s  c a rry in g  o n  “ c o n tr a c t  w o rk ”  fo r  th e  D efense  
D e p a r tm e n t ,  th e  lis t  o f  P ac ific  R im  c o u n tr ie s  is  h e a d e d  by  C a n ad a  
($ 9 .7  m illio n ) , fo llo w e d  b y  A u s tra lia  ($ 1 .1 3  m ill io n ) , T h a ila n d  ($ 1 .0 3  
m illio n )  a n d  J a p a n  ($ 0 .5  m illio n ) . N ew  Z e a la n d  u n iv e rs itie s  g e t 
s lig h tly  u n d e r  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  1 9 6 9  fo r  f o u r  U S A ir F o rc e  c o n tra c ts .

“EVEN THE BIRDS OF THE A IR .. . . ”
G ro u p in g  b y  c o n te n t  th e  w o rk  d o n e  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  in  u n iv e rs itie s  

an d  sim ila r in s t i tu t io n s  in  th e  P ac ific  R im  c o u n tr ie s  i t  ap p ea rs  th a t  
so m e  $ 5 4 0 ,0 0 0  w ere  se t aside  fo r  w o rk  o n  d isease  (in c lu d in g  som e o f  
p o te n t ia l  s ig n ifican ce  in  b a c te r io lo g ic a l w a r fa re ) , $ 4 4 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  a rc tic  
an d  h ig h  a l t i tu d e  re se a rc h , an d  $ 3 3 5 ,0 0 0  fo r  “ m ig ra to ry  an im a l 
p a th o lo g ic a l  su rv ey s” , ch ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  b ird s .

T h e  sig n ifican ce  o f  th e  h ig h  a lt i tu d e  a c c lim itiz a tio n  s tu d ie s  is 
e v id e n t f ro m  a p a p e r  b y  a  P e n ta g o n  sc ie n tis t in  th e  M ay 1 9 6 7  issue o f  
A rm y  R e se a rc h  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t w h ic h  d raw s a t te n t io n  to  th e  fac t

th a t  m o u n ta in o u s  te r ra in  “ o c c u p ie s  th e  w h o le  so u th e rn  f ro n t ie r  o f  
C o m m u n is t  p o w e r  f ro m  C e n tra l  E u ro p e  to  V ie tn a m ” . A c c lim itiz a tio n  
re sea rch  a t  h ig h  a l t i tu d e s ,  th e  s to c k p ilin g  o f  th re e  m illio n  p o u n d s  o f  
fe a th e rs  as “ s tra te g ic  m a te r ia ls ”  fo r  c o ld -w e a th e r  c lo th in g  (N a tio n , 8 
J u n e , 1 9 7 0 ) - th e s e  f it  to g e th e r  as p a r ts  o f  a  “ c o u n te r in su rg e n c y  
in te rv e n t io n  ( th a t )  m a y  som e d a y  s t re tc h  f ro m  th e  b e a c h e s  o f  D an an g  
to  th e  f u r th e r e s t  re a c h e s  o f  N ep a l a n d  T ib e t”  (N a tio n , 9  M arch  1 9 7 0 ).

A n d  th a t  “ ev en  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir”  d o  n o t  e scap e  th e  in te r e s t  o f  
th e  m ili ta ry  is  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  b ird  m ig ra tio n  s tu d ie s  b e in g  ca rr ied  
o u t ,  w ith  D e fen se  D e p a r tm e n t  fu n d s , a t  several P ac ific  u n iv e rs itie s . I t  
w o u ld  b e  p le a s a n t to  th in k  th a t  P e n ta g o n  p la n n e rs  a re  p re o c c u p ie d  
w ith  th e  arrival o f  th e  f irs t c u c k o o  b u t  i t  ap p e a rs  th a t  th ese  b ird  
m ig ra tio n  s tu d ie s , c lu s te re d  a ro u n d  C h in a  in  th e  u n iv e rs itie s  o f  
In d o n e s ia , J a p a n , S o u th  K o rea , th e  P h ilip p in e s , T a iw an  an d  T h a ila n d , 
h av e  m o re  o m in o u s  c o n te n t .  A s S e y m o u r  H e rsh , a u th o r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  
m o s t im p o r ta n t  b o o k s  o n  C h e m ica l a n d  B io log ica l W arfare , h a s  
w r i t te n  “ T h e  p o ss ib ility  o f  m ig ra to ry  b ird s  sp a rk in g  an  e p id em ic  w ith
v iru le n t d isease  a g e n t s . . . .  is ta k e n  v e ry  se rio u sly  b y  th e  A rm y ............
F o r t  D e tr ic k  h a s  p a id  m o re  th a n  $3 m illio n  t o  W ash in g to n ’s D .C .’s 
p re s tig io u s  S m ith so n ia n  In s t i tu te  fo r  e x te n s iv e  s tu d ie s  o f  d isease  
tran sm iss io n  b y  m ig ra to ry  b ird s  . . . .  th e  A rm y  h a d  a lread y  te s te d  
b io lo g ica l ag en ts  in  th e  S o u th w e s t  P ac if ic  in  th e  ea r ly  1 9 6 0 s”  
(R a m p a r ts ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 9 ) .

INDEPENDENT THINKER-OR HIRELING?
T h e  e x p o s u re  o f  th e  re a li t ie s  b e h in d  th e  g e n e ro u s ly -fu n d e d  

a n th ro p o lo g ic a l  p ro g ra m m e s  in  T h a ila n d , th e  ch illin g  im p lic a tio n s  o f  
even  seem in g ly  in n o c e n t  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  h a b its  o f  m ig ra to ry  
b i r d s - th e s e  serve to  i l lu s tra te  th e  k n ife -ed g e  o n  w h ich  th e  re sea rch  
w o rk e r  in  m a n y  o f  th e  u n iv e rs itie s  o f  th e  P ac ific  R im , in d e e d , in  
u n iv e rs itie s  a ll th e  w o r ld  o v e r , is p o ise d . H e u rg e n tly  n e e d s  fu n d s  a n d  
e q u ip m e n t  a n d  trav e l fa c ilitie s  to  g e t o n  w ith  h is  jo b  a n d  th e  m ilita ry  
are ab le  to  p ro v id e  all th e se . M o st m ili ta ry  m e n  a n d  so m e  sc ie n tis ts  
ev id e n tly  see n o  c o n f l ic t ,  to  q u o te  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t ,  “ b e tw e e n  th e  
ro le  o f  th e  aca d e m ic ia n  as a  te a c h e r  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  th in k e r  an d  as a 
h ire lin g  o f  th e  D e fen se  D e p a r tm e n t” .

O th e rs , h o w e v e r , w ill r e je c t  th e  b asic  d ish o n e s ty  o f  so c ia l sc ience  
in v e s tig a tio n s  c a rr ie d  o n  b e h in d  an  a c a d e m ic  fac a d e  an d  d e v o te d  to  
c o lle c tin g  in f o rm a tio n  a m o n g  n o n -W este rn  so c ie tie s  a g a in s t w h o m  th e  
c o lle c te d  d a ta  m a y  o n e  d ay  b e  u se d . T h e y  w ill h o ld  th a t  th e  F il ip in o s  
c o u ld  w e ll u se  th e  fu n d s  a llo c a te d  b y  th e  U S  A rm y  to  F il ip in o  
re sea rch  in s t i tu t io n s  (a n d  th e  re se a rc h  s ta f f  in v o lv ed )  f o r  p u rp o se s  
m o re  d ire c tly  re le v a n t to  th e  w e llb e in g  o f  th e  lo ca l p o p u la t io n  th a n  a  
s tu d y  o f  b ird s  w h ic h  m ig h t b e  u se d  as v e c to r s  in  g e rm  w a rfa re . T h e y  
w ill sp e c u la te  w h e th e r  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  D e fen se  o f  a n y  c o u n try , 
ev en  o f  th e  U S A , is th e  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  b o d y  to  in it ia te  re se a rc h  
in to ,  a n d  m o n o p o lise  th e  re su lts  o f ,  th e  $ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  s tu d y  o f  “ T h e  
P sy ch o lo g ica l P ro c esses  o f  th e  C e n tra l  N e rv o u s  S y s te m ”  w h ic h  
D efen se  D e p a r tm e n t  fu n d s  h av e  in i t ia te d  a t C a n a d a ’s M cG ill 
U n iv e rs ity . A n d  m a n y  w ill c ling  to  th e  d o u b tle s s  o ld -fa s h io n e d  b e lie f  
th a t  n o  g ro u p  o f  m ili ta ry  m e n  sh o u ld  b e  ab le , b ecau se  o f  th e  m assive 
re sea rch  fu n d s  th e y  c o n tr o l ,  to  in f lu e n c e  re se a rc h  p r io r i t ie s  in  th e  
e d u c a tio n a l in s t i tu te s  in  th e ir  o w n  o r  a llied  c o u n tr ie s .

M e rce n a ry  a rm ies  go  b a c k  in to  th e  v e ry  b eg in n in g s  o f  h is to ry  b u t  
th e  d is tu rb in g , t r e n d  to w a rd s  “ m e rc e n a r iz a tio n  o f  th e  m in d ”  is, I 
be liev e , a  p h e n o m e n o n  p e c u lia r  to  o u r  o w n  e ra . A n d  i t  is  a 
p h e n o m e n o n  w h ic h  th re a te n s  th e  w h o le  ro le  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  a s  an  
in d e p e n d e n t  c e n tr e  o f  re se a rc h  a n d  th o u g h t .
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(Military department code: A—Army; N—Navy; F—Air Force; D—ARP A) 
From Congressional Record—Senate, May 1, 1969, pp. S4423 onwards

AUSTRALIA ooouss Contract Number
F University o f Sydney Study o f Cosmic Radiations at Extremely High Energy 378.3 September 1969 A F -A F O S R -1486-68

CANADA
N McGill University Assessment o f Military Performance Enhancement by Drugs 139.0 June 1969 NONR4896 (00)
D McGill University Psychological.Porcesses o f the Central Nervous System 700.8 June 1971 DAHC15—68—C 0396

INDONESIA
A Lembaga Biologi Nasional Migratory Animal Pathological Survey (Indonesia) Avian 

Studies in Indonesia 8.3 June 1969 DA—CRD—A F E -S 92—544—6 8 -
JAPAN G136

A National Cancer Centre Research Institute Measurement o f Human Complement Components in 
Dengue Shock Syndrome 18.0 August 1969 DAJB19—69—C—0031

A National Institute o f Health Mode o f  Infection o f Scrub Typhus 30.0 July 1969 DA—92—557—FEC—37463
A Kanazawa University Neuronal Activities on the Regulation o f  Feeding 41.6 September 1969 DA—AFE—S92—544—69—G 140
A Kurume University Interaction Between Arbovirus and Myxovirus 5.8 August 1969 DA—CRD—AFE—544—68—G 127

KOREA
A Kyung-HEB University Migratory Animal Pathological Survey (Korea) 24.4 June 1969 DA—CRD—AFE—S92—5 4 4 -6 8 -
F Yonsei University Metabolic Adaption to Cold 18.0 May 1969 MIPR—0013—67 G131

NEW ZEALAND
F University of Canterbury Interaction Effects in Solids 43.8 April 1970 A F -A F O S R -12 7 5 -6 7
F Victoria University o f Wellington Use o f Mossbauer Effect in Chemistry 14.5 March 1969 A F -A F O S R -1 2 3 6 -6 7
F University o f  Canterbury Gas Phase Reactions o f  Atoms, Radicals and Simple 

Molecules 15.0 February 1969 A F -A F O S R -1 2 6 5 -6 7
F University o f Auckland Chemistry o f  Radiation Protecting Agents 23.1 • February 1970 AF—AFOSR—1417—68

PERU
A University Peruvian Cayetano Herida Physiologic Changes in the Cardiopulmonary System by 

Ascending to High Altitudes 43.0 April 1969 DAHC19—68—C—0028
A —ditto— Endocrine Alterations at High Altitude 16.6 July 1969 DAHC19—67—G-0 0 2 4
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DO YOU WANT TO 
CHANGE THE LAW?

Do you think that at least 1000 heads (yeah, you 
too) could be persuaded to meet at 2pm Sunday 1st, 
at Albert Park Bandstand. That each one could 
produce one thin joint, and light up. Press and police 
will be in attendance. This could force a reassessment 
of attitudes towards grass, and its certainly better 
than being picked o ff individually in court.

* Tell your friends to tell their friends.
* Come in groups (good for morale).
* Only one joint each (and clean up at home).
* Light up together.
* If it works come next Sunday too.
* If it doesn’t, cat your joint.
* This is NOT a hoax
* Come.
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dollar
dilemma?

Perhaps we can help! The 
National Bank's financial 
counselling service for 
students offers advice about 
money handling, budgeting 
and general financial 
planning. In addition the National's 
Student Loan Scheme is designed to 
help students complete their studies. 
Phone Mr G. B. Pearson at our Auckland 
Branch (32-649) for details.

T t o t t a t io iu iê  B a n k
OF N EW  ZEALAND  LIM ITED 

—YOUR FRIENDLY BANK 4834
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haff on Craccum:
REPRINTED FROM CHAFF/EDITORIAL 6 JULY

Readers of Auckland’s Craccum may have noticed the 
change in the tone of that paper over recent weeks. The 
vitality, topicality and innovation o f early issues has gone. 
The vibrations emanating are now those o f  dejection, despair 
and frustration. Nowhere is this more apparent than in those 
articles dealing with local student affairs. Editor Chan seems 
almost to be whining as he writes and I cannot help feeling 
that this hopelessness has spread to all sections o f that paper.

W hat h a s  h a p p e n e d  at A u c k la n d  is th a t  s tu d e n t  p o litic ia n s  have 
o v e rru n  th e  a u to n o m y  o f  th e  C raccu m  A d m in is tra tio n  B o a rd . C h an , 
in  o rd e r  to  ru n  th e  p a p e r  e f fe c tiv e ly , h a s  th u s  b een  fo rc e d  to  p o litic  
h im se lf. H av ing  a d is lik e  o f  p o li t ic ia n s  an d  n o  p o litic a l base  has n o t  
h e lp e d  h is  a t te m p t  to  ga in  a fa ir d e a l f o r  C raccu m . H o w ev er, w h e re  
C h a n  w as e sp ec ia lly  v u ln e rab le  w as t h a t  C ra c c u m ’s c ritic ism  o f  
A u c k la n d ’s s tu d e n t  ex e c u tiv e  h a s , th is  y e a r , c e n tre d  o n  P re s id e n t Bill 
S p rin g  a n d  T re a s u re r  R o b  G arlick  w h o , w ith  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
A d m in is tra tio n  B oa rd  as a b u f fe r , w ere  n ow  d ire c tly  invo lved  w ith  
C raccu m .

W h at h a s  re su lte d  is th a t  w h ile  C ra c c u m ’s c o n te n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
p o litic a lly  in f lu e n c e d , C h a n  h a s  h ad  to  to le ra te  a d m in is tra tiv e  
in te r fe re n c e  w h ic h  h a s  s u b s ta n tia lly  a f fe c te d  th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  
n ew sp ap e r . H en ce  th e  d e sp a ir  ev id en t in  its  co lu m n s  as b u rd e n  a f te r  
b u rd e n  is a d d e d  b y  a p e n n y -p in c h in g  e x ecu tiv e  w h o  are  im p o ss ib le  to  
fig h t as lo n g  as th e ir  f irs t  p r io r i ty  is th e ir  o w n  p o litic a l a m b itio n s .

A p a r t  f ro m  gen era l p o lic y  d ec is io n s  th e  e x e c u tiv e ’s level o f  
in te r fe re n c e  h a s  ran g ed  fro m  re fu s in g  to  a llow  C raccu m  c o n tro l  o f  its  
ow n p e t ty  cash  to  fo rc in g  a c u t b ack  in th e  size o f  each  issue fro m  16 
to  12 pages. T h e  ov era ll e f fe c t  is th e  fa ll in q u a li ty  o f  b y  fa r N ew  
Z e a la n d ’s b e s t  s tu d e n t  p ap e r . C raccu m  w ill c o n tin u e  to  d ec lin e  as long  
as th e re  is th is  in te r fe re n c e  an d  th e  rea l lo se rs  are th e  A u c k la n d  
s tu d e n ts  th a t  th e ir  e x ecu tiv e  c laim  to  re p re se n t.

Editors Chan & Louden enthusing at Lincoln

INKSHED
scrivener's corner

Dear S tep h en ,
Note a co u p le  o f  w eek s  b a c k  a 

oung guy a t F o ru m  spe lling  h o w  
*’$ bust his h a b i t  an d  is n o w  o n  
esus, and a p p ea lin g  to  th o s e  h e  
tcognised as b e in g  t ie d  u p  to  try  
Die same re lie f. U n d e r  o u r  
«autiful law s h e  is liab le  o u t  o f  
is own m o u th  fo r p o ssessio n , 
sc, in s tru m en ts , e tc , and  
obably o b s tru c tio n  as w ell i f  he  
fused to  Finger a n y o n e  he 
n o w s .  A n d  u n d e r  
11/Riddiford/Co. a n y o n e  w h o  
In’t leave th e  Q u ad  th e  m in u te  
opened h is m o u th  c o u ld  go up  
(association.
Such are th e  p e n a ltie s  fo r  th e  
vants o f th e  L o rd .

Love, 
Bob Lack.

Sir,
1 accept M r R ich a rd s  p ro p o sa l.

P. D. Lister.

Sir,
I disagree v e h e m e n tly  w ith  th e  

lorification o f  lesb ian ism  in  N .' 
folkerling’s ‘u n fe t te re d  lo v e ’ 
mage. P h o o ey . L esb ian s a re  
(omen w ith  h an g -u p s , a n d  th e r e ’s 
10 sense in  lo o k in g  a t th e m  as 
iberated. B u t a p a r t  f ro m  b e in g  
tupid, N. V o lk e r lin g ’s a r tic le  
»uld be d a n g e ro u s , in  m y 
ipinion, i f  it m isled  an y  y o u n g  
erson to  ‘e x p e r im e n t’ in th e  
belief th a t th is  w o u ld  b e  a g o o d  
thing. W om en, u n lik e  m e n , can

c h o o s e - in  m o st cases; I w o u ld  
even say in  all. N o  d o u b t  th e re  is 
f re q u e n tly  am b iv a len ce  o f  sexual 
feelings in  im m a tu re  p e o p le ; b u t  
to  c h o o se  to  e x p e r im e n t w ith  
lesb ian ism  is s im p ly  to  p e rp e tu a te  
it, an d  to  c re a te  a han g -u p  fo r  
y o u rse lf . 1 su p p o se  it  is f re e d o m  
o f  a so rt, lik e  th e  f re e d o m  to  p u t  
a ro p e  a ro u n d  y o u r  o w n  neck .

K. Davenport.

Sir,
T h e  a r tic le  b y  asp iring  

m u rd e re ss  S h a ry n  C e d e rm an  
m ad e  m y  b lo o d  b o il. S h e ’s w illing  
to  in c in e ra te  h u m a n  b ab ies , is 
she? Y o u ’re in th e  w ro n g  tim e  
an d  c o u n try , d earie . R av en sb ru ck  
in  N azi G e rm a n y  is w h e re  y o u  
b e lo n g . W hat fu n  y o u  c o u ld  have 
had  k illing  all th o se  jew s! T h e y ’re 
n o n -h u m a n  to o ,  ju s t  like 
f o e tu s e s - a t  le as t, t h a t ’s w h a t 
H itle r an d  h is pals th o u g h t.

W o m en ’s ‘L ib e ra tio n is ts ’ h u h ?  
Y o u  an d  y o u r  lo t  a r e n ’t 
w o m e n - y o u ’re ju s t  c h a r ity  
f -m ach in es! W hy d o n ’t y o u  
have an  o p e ra t io n  an d  g e t th a t  
u tte r ly  su p e rf lu o u s  u te ru s  ta k e n  
o u t?  B ecom e in  b o d y  w h a t y o u  
are  in  m i n d - a  c o ff in  b e tw e e n  th e  
legs!

S ex  is n o t  ju s t  fo r  say ing  a 
f rie n d ly  h e llo . I t  is n o t  ju s t  a 
cu rea ll fo r  te e n y  h a n g u p s . I t  is a 
w o m a n ’s w ay  o f  say in g  she loves a 
m an so  d e e p ly  th a t  she  believes 
th e  w o rld  w o u ld  b e  a b e t t e r  p lace  
w ith  m o re  lik e  h im . I t  is th e  
g rea te s t c o m p lim e n t a w o m a n  can  
pay  a  m a n - o r  am  I th e  o n ly  o n e

o n  c a m p u s  w h o  feels th is  w ay?
F o r  a lm o s t five m o n th s  I have 

read  th is  p a u p e r ’s b u m p a p e r  w ith  
in creasin g  d isgust. R ac ism  is n o t 
racism  u n less th e  ra c is ts  are 
w h i te - K e n y a n s  a p p a re n t ly  a re  
ab o v e  re p ro a c h . W arm ongering  
in v ad ers a re  n o t  so b a d - u n le s s  
th e y ’re  Y an k s , ju d g in g  b y  th e  
a m o u n t o f  n ew sp ace  g iven . T h e  
h y p o c r ic y  a n d  d o u b le ta lk  o f  y o u r  
h u m an  ap o lo g ies s ick en s m e to  
th e  sou l. E ach  t im e  I see a H A R T  
n o tic e , rea liz in g  it m e a n s  H a lt 
S om e R a c is t T o u rs  (i.e . S o u th  
A frican  o n ly )  I have to  re s tra in  
m y se lf  f ro m  rep lac in g  th e  H w ith  
an F , b ecau se  a F A R T  is a ll it 
m eans . Y o u  desp ise  C h r is tia n  o r 
an y  h u m a n ita r ia n  idea ls , b u t  
s u p p o r t  C ro w th e r  a n d  h is  h a te  
m essage. In c id e n ta lly , w h e n ’s th e  
n e x t M obe o n  P ak is tan ?

T o  all y o u  P im p le -a rsed , 
u p t i g h t .  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,  
h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  j u n k - s o d d e n ,  
c o n s tip a te d  l i t t le  p u n k s  w h o  ru n  
th is  d re a ry  a s so c ia tio n  an d  
m agazine: ta k e  n o te  I d o  n o t  
in te n d  to  pay  S tu d ass  d u es  n e x t 
y ea r  o r an y  y e a r—a p ro -m u rd e r

p o licy  is a c tiv e ly  su p p o r te d . A n d  
if  G a rlick  w a n ts  5 0 c  th is  y e a r  he  
can  w h is tle  fo r  it. C o m p u lso ry  o r  
n o , I ’d  like  to  m e e t th e  b a s ta rd  
w h o  c a n  c o m p e l m e  to  fin an ce  
such  a ss in in ity .

P.S . P rin t  th is  in  fu ll i f  y o u  
d a re , p u n k !

Ann MacRae.

D ear A n n  M acR ae ,

T h e  f if ty  c e n t levy is to  
fin an ce  E q u a l Pay th ro u g h o u t  th e  
A sso c ia tio n . I d o n ’t  really  th in k  
th e re  is a n y th in g  s in is te r  a b o u t  
th a t .  A ll s tu d e n ts  w ill s h o r tly  
receive a c ircu la r  f ro m  M r G a rlick  
ex p la in in g  th e  s i tu a tio n . O n  
re c e ip t o f  th a t  c ircu la r  s tu d e n ts  
sh o u ld  pay  th e ir  f if ty  c e n ts  a t 
th e ir  ea r ly  co n v en ien ce . A s fo r  
re fu s in g  to  p ay  y o u r  fees n e x t 
y ea r  M iss M acR ae, w ell I su p p o se  
y o u  c a n  w rite  ag a in , s lan d erin g  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  A d m in is tra tio n  fo r 
re fu s in g  to  e n ro l y o u . Y o u r 
lov ing , p im p le -a rsed , u p tig h t, 
s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,  h y p o c r it ic a l , 
ju n k -so d d e n , c o n s tip a te d , p u n k ish  
E d ito r .

Published by the Craccum Administration Board for the proprietors, 
the Auckland University Students’ Association and printed by East 
Waikato Publishers Ltd., of Canada Street, Morrinsville, at the 
printers' works Kensington Street., Putaruru.
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RESIGNATION
This sixteen page Mobilisation Special comes to you by 

courtesy o f insufficient advertising.
T h e  C ra c c u m  A d m in is tra tio n  B o a rd  p assed  a m o tio n  tw o  w eek s 

ag o , e m p o w e rin g  m e  to  p u b lish  a s ix tee n  page  issue w h e n e v e r  a n e tt  
in c o m e  o f  $ 2 7 5  w as av a ilab le . H en ce  la s t w e e k ’s e f fo r t .  T h a t e f fo r t  
w as c r itic iz e d  f o r  b e in g  in s u ff ic ie n tly  b a la n c e d . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  no  
n ew sp ap e r  w o rk in g  o n  a n u m b e r  o f  d e a d lin e s  can  a u to m a tic a lly  c h u rn  
o u t  a sp le n d id  b u m p e r  issue a t  la te  n o tic e . A d v ertis in g  e s tim a te s  d o  
n o t  m ak e  th em se lv e s  ava ilab le  u n ti l  la te  in  th e  w e e k . I f  th e  m ag ic  
figu re  is r e a c h e d , a f ra n t ic  ru sh  se ts  in  as i t  se t in  la s t w eek . O u r 
ty p e s e tte rs  w e re  n o t  to o  p le a se d , s ince th e y  h a d  to  ru sh  as w ell. 
T y p e -se t c o p y  a rriv ed  u p  a t  C raccu m  a t  la m  T u esd ay  m o rn in g . T h e  
e n tire  issue h a d  to  b e  p a s te d  u p  in  tw e lv e  h o u r s  to  m ak e  th e  b u s  to  
P u ta ru ru  o n  t im e . O n e  v e ry  t ire d  R o g e r  F o w le r  s lu n k  o u t  o f  th e  o ff ic e  
as I ra n  d o w n  to  th e  s ta tio n .

T h e  o n ly  w ay  th a t  g o o d  s ix te e n  page issues can  b e  p u b lish e d , is to  
have f re e d o m  to  w o rk  to  a  reg u la r  p a t te r n  ca te r in g  fo r  s ix tee n  pages . 
T o  v ac illa te  f ro m  w eek  to  w eek  ju x ta p o s in g  fig u res  an d  c o p y  is fa r 
to o  m u c h  w o rk  f o r  fa r  to o  l i t t le  re w a rd .

In  an y  c a se , a f te r  la s t w e e k ’s issu e , I a sked  th e  C raccu m  
A d m in is tra tio n  B o a rd  fo r  p e rm iss io n  to  p u b lish  a s ix tee n  page 
M o b ilisa tio n  S p ec ia l, reg a rd le ss  o f  a d v e rtis in g  re c e ip ts . T h is  re q u e s t 
w as r e fu s e d  an d  th e  a c c e p ta b le  f ig u re  w as lo w ered  to  $ 2 5 0  w ith  a 
g rea t f lo u ris h  o f  c o m p ro m is e  f o r  th is  issue o n ly !

T h a t c o m p ro m is e  f igu re  w as n o t  a t ta in e d  th is  w eek . B u t th e  
s ix tee n  page is b e fo re  y o u  sp ite  o f  th a t .

T h e  re a so n  fo r  M o b ilis a tio n  S p ec ia ls  is b ecau se  th e re  is a  r a th e r  
o b n o x io u s  w a r g o in g  o n . O u r  o b n o x io u s ly  in su ff ic ie n t g e s tu re s  
in c lu d e  su c h  th in g s  as M o b ilis a tio n s , G a c c u m  w o u ld  like to  m ak e  its  
o b n o x io u s ly  in s u f f ic ie n t c o n t r ib u tio n .

T h e  n e x t p o in t  I ra ise d  a t  th e  B oa rd  M eeting  w as a re q u e s t fo r  
p e rm iss io n  to  have  th is  C raccu m  so ld  d o w n  to w n  b y  M o b ilisa tio n  
v o lu n te e rs  a n d  to  have  h a l f  th e  p ro c e e d s  go  to  M o b ilisa tio n  
C o m m itte e .  I h ad  a lre a d y  a rra n g ed  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  C o u n c il 
p e rm iss io n , h a d  a lread y  d ec id ed  to  c o n c e n tr a te  all ten  th o u sa n d  
c o p ie s  o f  th is  issue in  A u c k la n d  in s te a d  o f  hav in g  a u su a l th o u sa n d  
d is t r ib u te d  to  o th e r  u n iv e rs itie s . B u t oh ! h o rro rs !  giving h a lf  o f  th e  
p ro c e e d s  to  M o b ilis a tio n  C o m m itte e !  B u t I h a d  th e  m o tio n  p assed  
a n y w ay  so C ra c c u m s a re  a u d a c io u s ly  b e in g  d is t r ib u te d  b e y o n d  th e  
b o rd e rs  o f  th e  c o n v e r te d ! .

T h e  d e b a c le  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th is  issue  h a s  led  to  m y  dec is io n  to  
resign . T h is , c o u p le d  w ith  M r L o u d e n ’s C h a f f  e d ito r ia l. F o r  som e tim e  
no w  I have b e e n  aw are  o f  th e  e d ito r ia l  su ic id e  I c o m m itte d  in agreeing  
to  h a n d le  a tw e lv e  page  C raccu m . H o w ev er h a rd  th e  e f fo r t  h a s  b e e n , 
th e  sp a rk le  M r L o u d e n  m isses seem s w ell lo s t.

A m an  h a s  so m e  p r id e  in h is  w o rk , even  if  h e  k eep s  rem in d in g  
h im se lf  th a t  c o n c e rn  f o r  th e  veh ic le  o f  th e  m essage is d e tra c tin g  fro m  
th e  m essage its e lf .

In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  m y  c o n t r a c t ,  th is  re s ig n a tio n  is f in a lised  a f te r  
th e  n e x t th re e  issues.

EXERCISE

YOUR LEGAL RIGHT

Register as a Conscientious Objector

For information write or phone 
Christian Pacifist Society, or Society of Friends, 
12 Frost Road, 115 Mt Eden Road,
Auckland 4. Auckland 3.
695-541 606-834

WANTED
A COMPLETE FREAK AS AUCKLAND 

ARTS FESTIVAL CONTROLLER 1972 
W I T H  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  
QUALIFICATIONS.

A) HIGHLY CREATIVE IMAGINATION
B) SOUND ADMINISTRATOR
C) CONTACTS WITH GOOD PEOPLE
D) INCREDIBLE PATIENCE AND 

ABILITY TO MANAGE RIOT SITUATIONS, 
AND PICK THE BEST CONTROLLERS

THIS POSITION IS OPEN TO ALL 
STUDENTS AND W ILL MEAN A YEARS 
IN V O L V E M E N T  IN AN AMAZING  
EXPERIENCE. A SALARY WILL BE PAID 
TO  A S U I T A B L E  A P P L I C A N T .  
APPLICATIONS TO:

CHAIRMAN  
N.Z. U.A.C.

P.O. BOX 6368 
WELLINGTON 

BY AUGUST 14.
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p a r tic u la r  b u t  B ritish  m a th e m a tic a l  s ience  as a  w h o le .”
So d u r in g  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  B ritish  m a th e m a tic s  stagnated, 

w as d u r in g  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  th a t  th e  g rea t t r a d i t io n s  o f  Britii 
m a th e m a tic s  w ere  la id  d o w n . In  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  Cambridi 
w as th e  c e n tre  o f  m a th e m a tic s  in  B rita in  a n d  in  Cambridj 
m a th e m a tic s  m e a n t m a th e m a tic s  in  th e  sp ir it o f  N e w to n . In 
m a th e m a tic s  m e a n t w h a t h as  b e e n  ca lled  n a tu ra l  philosophy, a 
m a th e m a tic a l  p h y sic s , o r  m ec h a n ic s  o r  so m e tim e s  ev en  applied 
m a th e m a tic s . C a m b rid g e  in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  p roduced  the 
m a th e m a tic a l  p h y sic is ts  F e rre rs , G re e n , S to k e s , K e lv in , Ckik 
M ax w ell, G J L  D a rw in , R a y le ig h , L a rm o r  an d  J ’J ’ T h o m p so n , 
w rite s  “ d u r in g  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  B ritish  ap p lied  mathematiti
m ad e  s p e c ta c u la r  s tr id e s , p u re  m a th e m a tic s  w as m o re  o r  less neglected that pu re  m a t!

Algebra ana ly ; 
tradition. M ech  
different s o r t  o 
recently b e c o n  
computers. I t  c 
are s tud ied  in  t 
those to p ic s  w; 
are p a r t o f  ap 
com plem entary 
situation.

A nyw ay , th t 
It is the e x p re s

a n d , w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f A r th u r  C a y le y , G re a t B rita in  produced™ 
p u re  m a th e m a tic ia n  o f  h ig h es t ra n k .

BLIND LOYALTY
a s  a n  e x am p le  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  N e w to n  d u rin g  th e  eighteenth 

an d  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  I w ill in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from 
R o th . T h e  A n a ly tic a l S o c ie ty  re fe rre d  to  w as a S o c ie ty  set up in 
C am b rid g e  in  1821  w ith  th e  p u rp o se  o f  fam ilia riz in g  th e  B ritish with 
th e  w o rk s  o f  th e  g re a t  E u ro p e a n s . “ U n til  th e  A n a ly tic a l Society 
b ro u g h t  a b o u t  a  ch a n g e , th e  w h o le  sy s tem  re m a in e d  tied  to  Newton. 
O u t  o f  b lin d  lo y a lty  to  th e ir  M aster, th e  ex a m in e rs  in s is ted  as far as 
p o ss ib le  o n  m a in ta in in g  a fo rm  an d  a  su b s ta n c e  o f  w h ich  he 
have  a p p ro v e d . T h u s  in  p ro b le m s  co n c e rn in g  p la n e ta ry  m otion oi 
g ra v ita tio n a l a t t r a c t io n ,  c a n d id a te s  w ere  ob lig ed  to  use th e  methods 
o f  c lassica l g e o m e try  w h ich  N e w to n  h ad  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  Principia 
an d  w h ich  hsi o w n  d isco v erie s  in th e  C a lcu lu s  h ad  a lread y  rendered 
o b so le te  ev en  b e fo re  he c o m p o s e d  th e  w o r k .”

In  re fe rr in g  to  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  R o th  g o es  o n  to  say that 
ev en  a f te r  th e  r e fo rm s  o f  th e  A n a ly tic a l S o c ie ty  th e  exam inations in 
C am b rid g e  re m a in e d  te s ts  in ap p lied  m a th e m a tic s , “ th e  system  was 
se lf-p e rp e tu a tin g  .... th e  e x a m in e rs  k n e w  h a rd ly  an y  p u re  mathematics 
an y w ay  .... th e  m a n tle  d e sc e n d e d  f ro m  m a th e m a tic a l  physic ist to 
m a th e m a tic a l  p h y s ic is t .”  T h e  m a th e m a tic s  o f  E u ro p e  eventually 
a rriv ed  in  C am b rid g e  w ith  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  “ T h e o ry  o f  Functionsof 
a C o m p le x  V a r ia b le ”  b y  A .R . F o rs y th  in 1 8 9 3  a n d  w ith  the 
p u b lic a tio n  o f  “ A C o u rse  in  P u re  M a th e m a tic s”  b y  G .H . Hardy in 
1 9 0 8 . T h is  la t te r  b o o k  Seem s to  be  th e  f irs t b o o k  in  the  true 
E u ro p e a n  t r a d i t io n  th a t  w as p u b lish e d  in  E n g la n d . W riting  in 1937 
H a rd y  sa id  th a t  “ i t  w as w r it te n  w h en  an a ly s is  w as neglected in 
C a m b rid g e  a n d  w ith  an e m p h a s is  an d  e n th u s ia sm  w h ich  seem  rather 
r id ic u lo u s  n o w .”  J .E .  L it t le w o o d  d e sc rib ed  H a rd y ’s to n e  in  the  book 
as th a t  o f  a m iss io n a ry  ta lk in g  to  can n ib a ls . T o  p u t  th e  book in 
p e rsp ec tiv e  i t  w o r th  p o in tin g  o u t  th a t  th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  general 
to p o lo g y  w e re  la id  b y  th e  E u ro p e a n  m a th e m a tic ia n s  to w a rd s  the end 
o f  th e  n in e te e n th  . c e n tu ry . L .E  J .  B ro u w er p ro v e d  h is famous 
f ix e d -p o in t th e o re m  in  th e  firs t d ecad e  o f  th is  c e n tu ry . However, 
th e se  to p ic s  d o  n o t  in tru d e  in to  H a rd y ’s b o o k . I t  is sim ply at 
in tro d u c t io n  to  w h a t  is n o w  so m e tim e s  ca lled  c lassical analysis. It is 
also  in te re s tin g  to  n o tic e  th a t  th is  b o o k  o f  H a rd y ’s w as a  prescribed 
te s t  in  m a th e m a tic s  in  th is  U n iv e rs ity  in  1 9 6 7 !

In  th is  s to ry  w e  have seen  o n e  o f  th e  m ean in g s th a t  are sometimes 
h e a rd  in  th is  U n iv e rs ity  fo r  th e  te rm s  p u re  m a th e m a tic s  and  applied 
m a th e m a tic s . P u re  m a th e m a tic s  is m a th e m a tic s  in  th e  European 
tra d i t io n  an d  ap p lied  m a th e m a tic s  is m a th e m a tic s  in  th e  trad itio n  of 
th e  m a th e m a tic a l  p h y s ic is ts  o f  C am b rid g e  in  th e  n in e te e n th  century.

T h e  t r a d i t io n s  o f  b o th  th e  E u ro p e a n  an d  B ritish  schools of 
m a th e m a tic s  a re  p re s e n t  in  o u r  U n iv ersity  to d a y . T h e  in h e r ito rs  o f  the 
E u ro p e a n  t r a d i t io n  a re  th e  so -ca lled  p u re  m a th e m a tic ia n s . The 
in h e r i to r s  o f  th e  B ritish  t r a d i t io n  a re  th o se  w h o se  in te re s ts  are in 
m ec h a n ic s  (c lassical, th e o re tic a l , ap p lie d , f lu id , e tc ) .  T h e  arguments 
an d  te n s io n s  b e tw e e n  th ese  tw o  g ro u p s  are  d is ta n t  re su lts  o f the 
q u a r re l  b e tw e e n  L e ib n iz  an d  N e w to n . I t  is  p ro b a b ly  n a tu ra l  th a t as a 
B ritish  c o lo n y  fo u n d e d  in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  o u r  m athem atics 
sh o u ld  b e  B ritish  o r ie n te d . I t  is  o n ly  r e c e n tly  th a t  m a th e m a tic s  in the 
E u ro p e a n  tra d i t io n  h as  a p p e a re d  h e re  w ith  an y  s tre n g th . I t  is now 
f lo u rish in g  a n d  s tro n g  a n d  w ith  su itab le  h e lp  f ro m  th e  adm inistration 
o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity , a  g o o d  fu tu re  fo r  m a th e m a tic s  h e re  seem s certain.

CURRENT MEANINGS
F ro m  th e  p re c e d in g  d isc u ss io n  it  sh o u ld  b e  c lea r th a t  th e  terms 

p u re  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  a p p lie d  m a th e m a tic s  have  n o  f ix ed  m ean ing . So 
fa r  w e have re fe rre d  to  a p p lie d  m a th e m a tic s  in  th e  sense  o f  n ineteenth  
c e n tu ry  B rita in . In  th is  U n iv e rsity  th e  fo llo w in g  m ean in g s are current. 
P u r e . m a th e m a tic s  c o n s is ts  o f  a lg eb ra , an a ly s is , g e o m e try , topology 
an d  so m e  o th e r  r e la te d  d isc ip lin es . A p p lied  m a th e m a tic s  consists of 
m ec h a n ic s  a re  a lre ad y  d iscu ssed , s ta tis tic s  an d  com puting-num erical 
an a ly sis . B e tw een  th e  tw o  so m e w h ere  lies th e  d isc ip lin e  o f  calculus 
w ith  so m e  o f  i t  b e in g  ta u g h t  in  p u re  m a th e m a tic s  an d  so m e  in  applied 
m a th e m a tic s . T h e  d iv isio n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  is n o t  w h o lly  explainable 
in  te rm s  o f  th e  B r itish  a n d  E u ro p e a n  t r a d i tio n s  m e n tio n e d  above.
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The author of this essay is a lecturer in the Department of Mathematics. Readers who perceive the style 
of a Penguin Introduction to the History of Mathematics are asked to bear with the essay which was 
written as a result of the current University debate as to whether or not Mathematics should become a 
School, with separate, carefully delineated Departments within it. A School of Mathematics at Auckland 
University would contain a Department of Pure Mathematics and a Department of Applied Mathematics 
for example. The author argues from an historical base that such divisions should not be made.

The important aspects of the debate are as follows:
1. The present Department of Mathematics is the largest department in the University. It is also by virtue of its bulk, one 

of the more poorly administered.
2. Liaison between members of staff in the Department 

ranges from poor to zero. This is dramatically highlighted by 
the fact that the debate over School/ Department has been 
conducted in the upper echelons of University Government.
Only with some protest has a move been made to consult 
even sub-professorial staff.

3. Members of University Government are frightened o f a 
possible proliferation o f Schools. Will there be a School o f  
English, they ask, with Departments o f Drama, Poetry, Prose 
and Criticism?

4. University Government is typically frightened o f any 
change at all and the height o f  the debate will be conducted 
with self-righteous hysteria. The debate concerns structures, 
not sidelines like the people involved.

5. The essay here published will not influence the debate 
one way or another anyway.

The Editor.
Peter Lorimer

The following story is hard to believe but it seems to be1 
true. I am telling it here because of the effect these events 
have had on Mathematics in New Zealand, even down to the 
present day.

' m u e *
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M O R E  P E O P L E  C H O O S E  G L E N V A L E

Isaac  N e w to n ’s tw o  g re a te s t c o n t r ib u tio n s  t o  k n o w le d g e  w ere  h is  
s tu d ie s  in  m ech an ic s , p u b lish e d  in  1 6 8 6  in  h is  b o o k  “ P h ilo so p h ia e  
N a tu ra lis  P rin c ip ia  M a th e  tic  a” , a n d  h is  d isco v ery  o f  C a lc u lu s . T h e  tw o  
w ere  re la te d . T h e  g re a te s t o b s ta c le  to  p ro g re ss  in m e c h a n ic s  in  
N e w to n ’s d ay  w as th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  th e  m a th e m a tic s  o f  th e  d ay . 
N e w to n ’s law s o f  m o tio n  fo r  e x a m p le , a re  a c tu a lly  d u e  to  G a lileo  an d  
o th e r s  in  h is  o w n  d ay  h a d  s p e c u la te d  o n  th e  in v erse  sq u a re  law  fo r  
g ra v ita tio n . I t  is p e rh a p s  a  l i t t le  s tro n g  to  say th a t  th e  m a th e m a tic s  o f  
h is  d ay  w as in a d e q u a te  b ecau se  th e  re m a rk a b le  fa c t  is th a t  h e  u se d  n o  
C a lc u lu s  in  th e  P rin c ip ia . H o w ev er, C a lc u lu s  is  th e  k e y  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  
m ech an ic s  an d  i t  is  g en e ra lly  a c c e p te d , th o u g h  n o t  b y  all w r ite rs , th a t  
th e  reaso n  N e w to n  s tu d ie d  C a lc u lu s  w as as an  a id  to  h is  s tu d y  o f  
m ech an ic s . I t  is p ro b a b le  th a t  h e  u se d  h is  C a lc u lu s  w h e re v e r  n ecessa ry  
to  g e t  re su lts  an d  th e n  re w o rk e d  all h is  th e o re m s  w i th o u t  a p p e a l to  
th is  n ew  th e o ry  o f  h is . I t  is  am az in g  th a t  th is  b o o k  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  
re c k o n e d  as o n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t sc ie n tif ic  w o rk s  o f  all t im e  w as 
o u t-d a te d  even  b e fo re  N ew to n  w ro te  i t .  H o w ev er, i t  m ay  be ev id en ce  
o f  N e w to n ’s g en iu s  th a t  h e  w as su s p ic io u s  o f  a n y  a p p lic a tio n s  o f  h is 
n ew  C a lc u lu s  an d  p re fe rre d  n o t  to  use it  w h e rev e r  p o ss ib le . A s i t  
tu rn e d  o u t ,  C a lc u lu s  can  be a p p lie d  in  th is  ty p e  o f  w o rk  w ith  
co n fid e n c e  b u t  i t  w as n o t  u n til  th e  g re a t  an a ly s ts  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  
an d  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  f in a lly  re so lv ed  th e  p ro b le m s  in v o lv ed  th a t  
C a lc u lu s  w as given  an a d e q u a te  fo u n d a t io n .

N e w to n  h a d  a c o n te m p o ra ry  w h o  c o u ld  a lso  b e  r e c k o n e d  as  o n e  o f  
th e  g rea t m a th e m a tic ia n s , a l th o u g h  p e rh a p s  n o t  o f  th e  s ta tu re  o f  
N e w to n . T h is  w as th e  G e rm an  M a th e m a tic ia n s  G o ttf r ie d  L e ib n iz . I t  is 
g en e ra lly  a c c e p te d  n o w  th a t  L e ib n iz  a n d  N e w to n  b o th  d isc o v e red  
C a lc u lu s  an d  d id  it  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  e a c h  o th e r .  H o w ev er, th is  w as 
n o t  an  a c c e p te d  fa c t  in th e ir  d ay  a n d  led  to  a g re a t q u a r re l  b e tw e e n  
th e m . W ith o u t g o ing  in to  th e  r ig h ts  an d  w ro n g s o f  th e  m a t te r  it 
ap p ea rs  th a t  th e y  b o th  c la im ed  to  be th e  f irs t d isc o v e re r  o f  C a lc u lu s  
an d  th e y  b o th  w a n te d  sole c r e d i t  fo r  th e  d isc o v e ry . T h e  a rg u m e n t 
a p p a re n tly  s im m ered  fo r  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs  u n ti l  th e re  w as p u b lish e d  
in  1715  a  le n g th y  review  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  w h ich  th e  a n o n y m o u s  
a u th o r  c o n c lu d e d  b y  g iving th e  w h o le  c re d it  to  N e w to n  a n d  a lm o s t 
accusing  L e ib n iz  o f  p lag ia r ism . I t  se em s n o w  th a t  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  
a rtic le  w as N e w to n  h im se lf , b u t  a n y w a y  i t  q u ic k ly  b ro u g h t  th e  
q u a rre l to  a b o ilin g  p o in t .  T h e  re su lt  w as a  c o m p le te  r i f  b e tw e e n  th e  
m a th e m a tic ia n s  o f  B r ita in , w h o  sid ed  w ith  N e w to n , an d  th o se  o f  th e  
re s t  o f  E u ro p e  w h o  sid ed  w ith  L e ib n iz . M a th e m a tic s  in  E u ro p e  w as 
sp lit  r ig h t d o w n  th e  E ng lish  C h a n n e l.

SCANDAL
H ere  w as a p e t ty  q u a r re l  b e tw e e n  tw o  m e n , a p p a re n tly  ag g rav a ted  

b y  N e w to n  in to  a m a jo r  scan d a l. I f  th e  re su lts  h a d  re m a in e d  p e t ty ,  i t  
w o u ld  have b e e n  all th a t  th e  q u a rre l d e se rv e d . H o w ev er th e  re su lts  
w ere  d ev as ta tin g . F o r  over a  c e n tu ry , th e  m a th e m a tic ia n s  o f  E u ro p e  
re m a in e d  c o m p le te ly  a p a r t  f ro m  th e ir  co lleag u es  in  E n g la n d . T w o  
se p a ra te  t r a d i tio n s  a ro se  in  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  th e s e  tw o  t r a d i t io n s  b o th  
h av e  th e ir  in h e r ito rs  in  A u c k la n d  U n iv e rs ity  to d a y .

T h e re  can  be n o  d o u b t  th a t  B ritish  m a th e m a tic s  su ffe re d  m o s t 
f ro m  th e  s p lit . T h e  c e n tu ry  o r  so  a f te r  1715  w as o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  
p e r io d s  o f  m a th e m a tic s . T h e  c o n t in e n t  o f  E u ro p e  p ro d u c e d  th e  
B e rn o u llis , E u le r, L ag ran g e , L ap lace , G au ss  a n d  C a u c h y , a ll am o n g  th e  
m o s t re sp e c te d  n a m e s  o f  m a th e m a tic s . A m o n g  th e ir  a c h ie v e m e n ts  w as  
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  C a lc u lu s  in to  th e  s u b je c t ta u g h t  as C a lc u lu s  in  o u r  
U n iv e rs ity  to d a y . H o w ev er, th e  w o rk  o f  th e se  m e n  w as p ra c tic a lly  
u n k n o w n  in  B r ita in  d u r in g  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

A s an im m ed ia te  so u rce  o f  th is  w h o le  s to ry  I hav e  u se d  an  a r tic le  
b y  L e o n a rd  R o th  e n t i t le d  “ O ld  C am b rid g e  D ay s”  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  
th e  A m erican  M a th em a tic a l M o n th ly  o f  M arch  1 9 7 1 . In  d e sc rib in g  
O x fo rd  a n d  C am b rid g e  he says (q u o tin g  G ib b o n ’s a u to b io g ra p h y )  
“ th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  w as a p e rio d  o f  s ta g n a tio n  o r  ev en  d e c a y  .... 
id le  s tu d e n ts  an d  still m o re  re p re h e n s ib le  te a c h e rs , p ro fe s so rs  w ho  
n e v e r  le c tu re d  a n d  so m e  w h o  n ev e r  re s id e d .”

B ecause o f  h is  la te r  e f fe c t  o n  m a th e m a tic s , R o th  d e sc rib e s  N e w to n  
as “ th e  g re a te s t o f  a ll C am b rid g e  p ro fe s so rs ; h e  a lso  h a p p e n s  to  b e  th e  
g re a te s t  d isa s te r  th a t  ever b e fe ll n o t  m ere ly  C a m b rid g e  m a th e m a tic s  in

President Woodroffe . . .  1515 MVP Lack . . .  1178
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Algebra an a ly s is , g e o m e try  a n d  to p o lo g y  are in  th e  E u ro p e a n  
tradition. M ech an ics is in  th e  B ritish  t r a d i t io n . S ta tis t ic s  a t p re se n t is a 
different so r t o f  d isc ip lin e  a n d  c o m p u tin g -n u m e ric a l an a ly sis  h as  o n ly  
recently b e c o m e  p ro m in e n t  w ith  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  h igh  speed  
computers. I t  c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  m a in ta in e d  th a t  th o se  to p ic s  w h ich  
are stud ied  in  th e ir  o w n  r ig h t are p a r t  o f  p u re  m a th e m a tic s  h e re  an d  
those to p ic s  w h ich  are  s tu d ie d  b ecau se  th e y  are  im m e d ia te ly  u se fu l 
are p a rt o f  ap p lied  m a th e m a tic s . C lea rly  th e se  tw o  id ea s  are n o t  
com plem entary a n d  in  an y  case th e y  d o  n o t  a c c u ra te ly  d e sc rib e  th e  
situation.

A nyw ay , th e  g en era l feeling  is th a t  ap p lied  m a th e m a tic s  is u se fu l.
It is the e x p re ssed  o p in io n  o f  m a n y  in c lu d in g  a M in is te r o f  th e  C ro w n  
that pu re  m a th e m a tic s  is useless. F ro m  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  I w o u ld  say 
that th in k in g  a lo n g  th e  fo llo w in g  lines is c o m m o n  b o th  o u ts id e  an d  
inside the  U n iv e rs ity . I t  w ill b e  c le a r  th a t  i t  is th e  so rt o f  a rg u m e n t 
that m igh t b e  p o p u la r  am o n g  a p p lied  m a th e m a tic ia n s  a n d  th o se  in  
other d isc ip lin es w h o  f in d  m a th e m a tic s  u se fu l in  th e ir  w o rk . T h e  
argument g o es as fo llo w s in  its  s ta rk e s t  te rm s . “ A p p lie d  m a th e m a tic s  
is useful. P u re  m a th e m a tic s  is useless. T h e re fo re  a p p lie d  m a th e m a tic s  
should have a  lo t  o f  em p h as is  in  th e  U n iv e rsity  an d  p u re  m a th e m a tic s  
should have a l i t t le .”  I be lieve  th a t  th e  M in is te r o f  F in a n c e , M r 
Muldoon, su b sc rib es  to  th is  th e o ry  an d  I k n o w  th a t  i t  is p o p u la r  in  
influential c irc les in  th e  U n iv e rs ity . My o b je c t  n o w  is to  e x a m in e  th is  
argument in  th e  h o p e  th a t  I can  d em o lish  it. I sh o u ld  ad d  th a t  m y 
interest in  th e  m a tte r  is as a  p u re  m a th e m a tic ia n  b u t  I h o p e  th a t  m y  
prejudices in  th is  d ire c tio n  d o  n o t  b lin d  m e  to  w h a t th e  tru e  s itu a tio n  
is here. I in te n d  to  e x a m in e  th e  te rm s  u se fu l an d  u se less as u sed  in  th e  
argument.

USEFUL AND WRONG
In 1 9 1 0  O sw ald  V eb len  a n d  Ja m e s  Je a n s , b o th  P ro fesso rs  a t 

Princeton U n iv ersity  w ere  d iscussing  th e  re fo rm  o f  th e  m a th e m a tic s  
curriculum a t  P rin c e to n . “ W e m ay  as w ell c u t  o u t  g ro u p  th e o r y ,”  said 
Jeans, “ th a t  is a  su b je c t w h ich  w ill nev e r b e  o f  an y  u se  in  P h y s ic s .”  
Group th e o ry  c o n tin u e d  to  b e  ta u g h t a t  P rin c e to n  and  la te r , tw o  
Princeton p ro fe s so rs , H e rm a n n  W eyl a n d  E u g en e  W igner w ere  e m in e n t  
among th o se  w h o  p io n e e re d  th e  g ro u p -th e o re tic a l  p o in t  o f  view  in 
physics. T h e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  g ro u p  th e o ry  to  p h y sic a l p h e n o m e n a  
became one  o f  th e  g rea t successes in  P h y sics in  th is  c e n tu ry . J e a n s  
thought h e  k n ew  w h a t M a th e m a tic s  w as u se fu l an d  h e  w as w ro n g .

F reem an  J .  D y s o n , a lso  a p ro fe s so r  a t P r in c e to n , r e p o r te d  th is  
story in th e  “ S c ien tific  A m e ric a n ”  in  S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 4  an d  h a d  th e  
following c o m m e n ts  to  m ak e  o n  i t  “ T h is  li t t le  s to ry  h as  several 
morals. T h e  f irs t  m o ra l is th a t  sc ien tis ts  o u g h t n o t  to  m ak e  
off-the-cuff p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  co n c e rn in g  m a tte r s  o u ts id e  th e ir  spec ia l 
field o f  c o m p e te n c e . . . .  T h e  seco n d  an d  m o re  se rio u s  m o ra l is th a t  
the fu tu re  o f  sc ience  is u n p re d ic ta b le . T h e  p lace  o f  m a th e m a tic s  in  
the physical sc ien ces is n o t  so m e th in g  th a t  can  b e  d e f in e d  o n ce  and  
for all. T he  in te r  r e la tio n s  o f  m a th e m a tic s  w ith  sc ien ce  are as rich  an d  
as various as th e  te x tu re  o f  sc ience its e lf .”

On th e  face  o f  i t ,  th is  e x am p le  w o u ld  seem  to  d em o lish  th e  
hypothetical a rg u m e n t m e n tio n e d  ab o v e . In  f a c t  g ro u p  th e o ry  is th e  
purest o f  p u re  d isc ip lin es . B u t i ts  in f lu e n c e  p e rv ad es  th e  w h o le  o f  
m athem atics an d  p h y s ic is ts , ch em is ts  an d  so m e  o th e rs  w o u ld  a d m it 
that it is am o n g  th e  m o s t u se fu l o f  m a th e m a tic a l  d isc ip lin es . H o w ev er, 
the arg u m en t I gave w as in its  s ta rk e s t  o u tl in e s . W ith  a  few  ifs an d  
buts it  can  b e  e x te n d e d  to  in c lu d e  th e  ab o v e  s i tu a tio n . H en ce  I 
propose to  c o n tin u e  th is  an a ly s is  fu r th e r .

Rene T h o m  is a  F re n c h  m a th e m a tic ia n . H e h a s  b e e n  a w ard ed  a 
Fields M edal b y  th e  I n te rn a t io n a l  M a th em a tic s  U n io n . T h e  s ta n d in g  
of a F ie ld s M edal is ro u g h ly  e q u iv a le n t to  t h a t  o f  a N o b e l P riz e . T h o m  
works in  th e  fie ld  o f  d if fe re n tia l  to p o lo g y , a to p ic  in  w h ich  h e  h a s  
made o u ts ta n d in g  ad v an ces. W hereas to p o lo g y  c o u ld  b e  ca lled  th e  
study o f  c o n t in u o u s  m ap s , d if fe re n tia l  to p o lo g y  is th e  s tu d y  o f  
d ifferentiable m ap s . I t  is c lea r th a t  an y  d eep  re su lts  in th is  s u b je c t are  
bound to  have  e n o rm o u s  a p p lic a tio n s  in  sc ien ce . A case in  p o in t  is th e  
theory o f  w h a t T h o m  calls c a ta s tro p h e s . W ith o u t g o ing  in to  d e ta ils  h e  
has c lassified  all so -ca lled  o rd in a ry  c a ta s tro p h e s  in  fo u r  d im en s io n a l 
space-tim e. A n  e x am p le  o f  o n e  o f  th e se  is w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h en  a w ave 
breaks o n  a  b e a c h . T h u s  h is  th e o r ie s  h av e  a p p lic a tio n  in  app lied  
m echanics. In  V o lu m e  8 o f  th e  jo u rn a l  “ T o p o lo g y ” , T h o m  h as  
w ritten an  a r tic le  e n ti t le d  “ T o p o lo g ica l M ode ls in  B io lo g y .”  I t  
discusses th e  a p p lic a tio n s  o f  h is  th e o r ie s  to  b io lo g y . In  f a c t ,  w h en ev e r  
there is a  s m o o th  p ro ce ss  in  f o u r  d im e n s io n a l sp a ce -tim e  w h ic h  b re a k s  
down h is th e o r ie s  w ill have  ap p lic a tio n s .

D iffe ren tia l T o p lo o g y  is a n  e x a m p le  o f  a  su b je c t f ro m  p u re  
m athem atics th a t  h a s  o b v io u s  a p p lic a tio n s  in  sc ien ce . T h e  th e o r ie s  a re  
profound so th a t  th e  a p p lic a tio n s  sh o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  to  b e  fa r  
reaching. W ho can  te ll w h a t m a th e m a tic s  w ill b e  u se fu l?  Is i t  to o  
much to  e x p e c t  th a t  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  an o p in io n  a b o u t  m a th e m a tic s  
in th is U n iv e rsity  in  te rm s  o f  a  p u re -a p p lie d  sp lit  s h o u ld  a t  leas t have  
an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  d if fe re n tia l  to p o lo g y  an d  w h a t i ts  m a in  re su lts  
are?

Rann . . .  847

HOMOLOGICAL
I chose  d if fe re n tia l  to p o lo g y  in  th is  e x am p le  b ecau se  it is a p u re  

m a th e m a tic s  d isc ip lin e  an d  i t  h a s  som e easily  s ta te d  an d  eas ily  
re fe rre d  to  a p p lic a tio n s . I co u ld  have  ch o sen  o th e r  ex am p le s . T h e  
id ea s  o f  g en e ra l to p o lo g y  are  a t  th e  basis o f  E in s te in ’s w o rk  in  g en e ra l 
re la tiv ity . I c o u ld  h av e  ask ed  w h a t th e  fu tu re  u ses o f  new  d isc ip lin e s  
such  as h o m o lo g ica l a lg eb ra  a re .

T h e  p o in t  I h av e  b e e n  t ry in g  to  m ak e  is th a t  it is a  fu tile  ex e rc ise  
to  sp lit  m a th e m a tic s  u p  a lo n g  an y  use fu l-u se less lines.

A n o th e r  e x a m p le - to ld  t o  m e  b y  P ro fe s so r  H . G . F o rd e r .  Im ag in e  a 
to w n  in  th e  w ild  w es t o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  last c e n t u r y - a  s h o o t  o u t  
in  th e  b a r - o n e  m an  d e s p e ra te ly  ill w ith  a  b u lle t  th a t  w e n t  in  b u t  
d id n ’t  c o m y o u t - th e  d o c to r  fa ced  w ith  th e  p r o b le m -w h e r e  is th e  
b u lle t?  I f  h e  h a s  tim e  as th is  stage th e  d o c to r  m ig h t b eg in  to  
sp e c u la te . “ W o u ld n ’t  i t  be  w o n d e r fu l  to  h av e  a m ach in e  th a t  w o u ld  
en ab le  m e to  g e t  a p ic tu re  o f  th e  b u l le t  in sid e  th e  m an  so  th a t  I w o u ld  
k n o w  e x a c tly  w h a t I h av e  to  d o  b e fo re  I beg in  t o  o p e ra te ? ”  O f  co u rse  
w e d o  h av e  su ch  a m a c h in e  n o w , an  X -ray  m a c h in e . A s i t  h a p p e n s , 
X -ray  w ere  d isco v ered  b y  a c c id e n t b y  R o e n tg e n  w h ile  he w as 
c o n d u c tin g  som e o th e r  re se a rc h . B u t im ag ine  n o w  th e  d o c to r  as a 
y o u n g  m a n . H e g e ts  in sp ired  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  p ro d u c in g  a  m a c h in e  
th a t  w ill en ab le  d o c to rs  t o  see b u lle ts  in side m en . H e o b ta in s  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  C ongress an d  e m p lo y s  so m e  e x c e lle n t sc ien tis ts  to  h e lp  
h im . W o u ld  h e  have  b e e n  successfu l?  V ery  u n lik e ly . T h is  p e rh a p s  
i l lu s tra te s  th a t  th e  d ire c t  a p p ro a c h  to  a  p ro b le m  in  sc ien ce  is n o t  
a lw ay s th e  su ccessfu l o n e . In  f a c t  I d o n ’t su p p o se  th a t  an y  d o c to r  ev e r 
h ad  th e  seem ing ly  in c red ib le  id e a  o f  a m ach in e  t h a t  w o u ld  see b u lle ts  
in side  a  p e rso n . B u t  i f  h e  d id  h e  w o u ld  n o t  have  b e e n  ab le  to  in v e n t i t .  
I ts  a c tu a l c o n s tru c tio n  cam e  f ro m  a c o m p le te ly  u n re la te d  d isco v ery . 
O n ce  again  i t  d o e s  n o t  p ay  to  sp e cu la te  a b o u t  w h a t is u se fu l a n d  w h a t 
is n o t .  .

T h is  a r tic le  h a s  c o n s is ted  o f  tw o  p a r ts . In  th e  f irs t  I have o u tl in e d  
th e  h is to r ic a l b a c k g ro u n d  o f  a  d isp u te  th a t  e x is ts  am o n g  so m e  o f  th e  
m em b ers  o f  th is  U n iv e rs ity . In  th e  seco n d  I have  o u t l in e d  so m e  
o b je c tio n s  I have  to  o p in io n s  th a t  I believe are h e ld  b y  som e 
in f lu e n tia l  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  a  M in is te r o f  th e  C ro w n . I h o p e  th is  
a rtic le  w ill b e  p a r t  o f  a  p ro ce ss  in  w h ich  w e  can  all g a in  so m e  
e n lig h te n m e n t*

ELECTIONS

The new officers o f the Association are depicted in John 
Miller’s photographs above. Russell Bartlett will offer a 
consideration o f the elections in the next issue. That issue 
will also present the candidates for Executive portfolios.

STOP PRESS

Paul Carew has been elected unopposed to the position of 
Publications Officer. Mike Butler has been elected 
unopposed to he position o f House Committee Chairman. 
All the other positions will be contested. Some positions 
have attracted three or four contenders. Policies will be 
printed in the next craccum.
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education
What is your attitude to exams? Do you feel that they 

give a truly accurate measure o f your ability and potential in 
your course of study? Do you think that it is fair that the 
whole o f your year’s work should be judged on your 
performance in a prescribed number o f three-hour exams? 
Quentin Brew, one o f our student counsellors, has spoken of 
exams as being the most obvious of a student’s natural and 
unnatural enemies; To quote him further:

“ I f  a c lev e r-an d  s o m e w h a t sa d is tic  c o m m itte e  d e lib e ra te d  u p o n  th e  
su re s t w ay  to  f ru s t r a te  y o u th ,  w h a t w o u ld  th e y  co m e  up  w ith ?  T h e  
se c o n d a ry  sc h o o l a n d  u n iv e rs ity  e x a m in a tio n  sy s tem s. S o m e  so-called  
‘b a c k w a rd  so c ie tie s ’ g ra n t  a d u l t  s ta tu s  a f te r  a sh o r t  p e rio d  o f  
c h a llen g e , s tress , a n d  r itu a l-sp ea rin g  a lio n  o r  b e in g  c ircu m cised . F o r  
o u r  b r ig h te r  y o u th  w e  b e liev e  in t im e  p a y m e n t - a t  least te n  y ea rs  o f  
e x a m in a tio n s  f ro m  13 to  23 . T h is  is p e rh a p s  co m p a ra b le  to  r e p e a te d  
c i r c u m c is io n - in  d eed  o n e  p s y c h ia tr is t  w r ite s  o f  c a s tra tio n  fears  be ing  
r e a c tiv a te d  b y  e x a m s” .

I f  y o u  a re  a t  p re s e n t  su ffe rin g  fro m  a b a d  case o f  c a s tra tio n  fea r, 
th e  E d u c a t io n  C o m m itte e  can  o f fe r  a suggested  rem ed y . We have 
a rra n g ed  a  series o f  se m in a rs  o n  th e  su b je c t o f  ex am s an d  assessm en t. 
We h av e  in v ite d  a v a r ie ty  o f  sp e ak e rs  w ith  a v a rie ty  o f  v ie w p o in ts  o n  
th e  su b je c t. T h e y  w ill b e  sp e ak in g  a t l p m  o n  th e  1 0 th , 1 1 th  an d  1 2 th  
o f  A u g u s t in  a p lace  a s  y e t  u n k n o w n  to  m e.

* * * * * *

A ll s ta f f  m e m b e rs  w ill so o n  b e  rece iv in g  (un less th e y  have rece ived  
it a lre a d y )  a  b o o k le t  o n  th e  ro le  o f  a ssessm en t in  h ig h e r e d u c a t io n  
w r i t te n  b y  M ich ae l B assey  a n d  e d ite d  b y  N .Z .U .S .A . R e sea rch  O ffic e r  
L in d say  W rig h t. T h e  E d u c a tio n  C o m m itte e  h o p e s  th a t  s ta f f  m em b ers  
w ill re a d  i t  a n d  c o n s id e r  w h a t  it  has to  say . We w o u ld  also lik e  to  
th a n k  L in d say  fo r  p re p a r in g  th e  b o o k le t  an d  m ak in g  it  availab le  to  us 
an d  th e  s ta f f  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity .

-  RICHARD GYDE

EACH TO HIS OWN TOMB 

TOTAL THEATRE IS

IT  IS poetry dance rock 
vision death

IT  IS university hall
thursday 29 ju ly  8.15 
friday 20 ju ly  8.45 
monday 1 august 8.15

IT  IS a statement to  the dead
IT  IS NOT fo r you if  you like the ru t you are in
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progressive books
A REPUTATION TO M AIN TAIN  

A REPUTATION TO MAKE 
and a history unrivalled 
in literature of the left 

PROGRESSIVE BOOKS 
14-16 DARBY STREET 

AUCKLAND

Strand Arcade... .. .try our waffles
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War Crimes in Vietnam
GABRIEL KOLKO

There are no census takers of the barbarism of the 20th century, and there has been far too much of it 
to measure. The executioners are not willing, and the victims are rarely able, to provide exact details. What 
s certain in Vietnam, save to those who have neither the will nor the interest to confront truth, is the 
general magnitude and quality of the United States’s combat against the Vietnamese. This relationship 
lecessarily has a logic and structure which leads to war crimes as the inevitable consequence of a war that 
s intrinsically criminal. More important, the war is the outcome of the post-World War II American policy 
oward the world and its effort to resolve the U.S.’s greatest dilemma in the second half of this century: to 
elate its industrial power to the political and ideological realities of popular revolutionary movement in 
he Third World.
After the Second World War the United States pursued its 

liplomacy on the traditional postulate of military power 
ultimately being based on physical plant, economic capacity, 
and the ability to destroy it. This assumption was also a 
definition of the nature of the world conflict, which prior to 
I9S0 had always been between industrial nations, and after 
1945 designated the Soviet Union as the primary threat to 
American security and interests. Such a premise, which not 
so much discounted as ignored the mobilizing potential of 
ideology and the capability of Third World guerrilla and 
liberation movements, gave the United States supreme 
confidence in the efficacy and strategic doctrines of its own 
military. This armed force was designed essentially to operate 
against a centralised, industrial society, a reinforcing 
proposition Washington thought the military and diplomatic 
facts, as well as its own economic priorities, warranted. Each 
strategy has a price tag, and strategic bombing has a 
predictable and relatively low cost, but it also necessitated a 
convenient and vulnerable industrial enemy.

The K o rean  w a r, w h ich  a lm o s t re su lte d  in  an  A m erican  d e fe a t  in  
Korea, s h a tte re d  a  h a lf -c e n tu ry  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l w isd o m  a n d  ra ised  a 
critical d ilem m a . I t  im m e d ia te ly  p ro v e d  th e  lim its  o f  e x is tin g  m ilita ry  
strategy a n d  te c h n o lo g y  ag a in s t d e c e n tra lis e d , n o n - in d u s tr ia l  n a tio n s . 
Apart f ro m  p o li t ic a l  o r  h u m a n ita r ia n  c o n s id e ra tio n s , th e re  w ere  n o  
decisive ta rg e ts  a g a in s t w h ich  to  e m p lo y  th e  a to m ic  te c h n o lo g y  o n  
which th e  U .S . h a d  p in n e d  th e  b u lk  o f  i ts  h o p e s  an d  m o n e y .

After w e a k e n in g  i ts  p o w e r  ev e ry w h e re  else  in  th e  w o r ld , a n d  
embarking o n  w h a t w as to  b e c o m e  th e  se c o n d  m o s t  ex p en s iv e  w a r  in  
its h isto ry , th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  fo u g h t th e  K o re a n  w a r  w ith  
"conventional”  a rm s  in te n d e d  fo r  c o m b a t  b e tw e e n  in d u s tr ia l  n a tio n s . 
Fought ag a in st co m p a ra tiv e ly  p o o r ly  a rm e d  p e a s a n ts , i t  w as a  w a r 
unlike any  in  m o d e rn  h is to ry , a n d  th e  K o rean  p re c e d e n t  revea ls th e  
principles an d  ta c t ic s  to  em erg e  in  V ie tn a m  in  a  m o re  in ten s iv e  fo rm . 
Within th re e  m o n th s  th e  U .S . d e s tro y e d  all u su a l s tra teg ic  ta rg e ts  in  
North K o rea  an d  o v er  th e  la s t  tw o  y e a rs  o f  th e  w a r i t  d ro p p e d  a b o u t  
six times th e  to n n a g e  u se d  d u r in g  th e  f irs t y e a r . T h e  la rg e st c am p  fo r  
non-com batants c o n ta in e d  o v er  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e rso n s  u n d e r  g u a rd , 
one-eighth o f  w h o m  d ie d  o f  d isease  an d  s ta rv a tio n . H a lf  th e  S o u th  
Korean p o p u la t io n  w as h o m e le ss  o r  re fu g e es  b y  ea rly  1 9 5 1 , 2 .5  
million w ere  re fu g e e s  a t  w a r ’s e n d , tw ice  th a t  n u m b e r  w ere  o n  re lie f , 
over one m illio n  S o u th  K o re a n  c iv ilians d ie d , a n d  e s tim a te s  o f  N o r th  
Korea’s losses a re  g re a te r  y e t  As M ajo r G en e ra l E m m e tt  O ’D o n n e ll, 
Jr., head o f  th e  F a r  E a s te rn  B o m b er C o m m a n d , r e p o r te d  to  th e  
Senate in  m id -1 9 5 1 : “ I w o u ld  say th a t  th e  e n t i r e ,  a lm o s t th e  e n tire  
Korean P e n in su la  is ju s t  a  te r r ib le  m ess. E v e ry th in g  is d e s tro y e d . 
There is n o th in g  s ta n d in g  w o r th y  o f  th e  n a m e .”  (1 ) . T h e  K o re a n  w ar, 
in brief, b e c a m e  a  w a r a g a in s t a n  e n tire  n a t io n , c iv ilians an d  so ld ie rs ,

C o m m u n is ts  a n d  a n ti-C o m m u n is ts  a lik e , w ith  e v e ry th in g  reg a rd ed  as  a 
leg itim a te  ta rg e t fo r  a t ta c k .  By 1 9 5 3 , w h e n  th e  U .S . w as  f a r th e r  f ro m  
m ilita ry  v ic to ry  o r  m a s te ry  th a n  in  th e  fa ll o f  1 9 5 0 , th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  u n d a m a g e d  ta rg e ts  w e re  th e  tw e n ty  irr ig a tio n  d a m s  so v ita l 
to  th e  r ice  c ro p  an d  c iv ilian  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  N o r th . R e s tra in ts  
o p e ra te d  u n t i l  m id -M ay  1 9 5 3 , w h en  five  o f  th e se  d am s w e re  
d e s tro y e d , o n  o n e  in s ta n c e  re su ltin g  in  a  fla sh  f lo o d  th a t  sc o o p ed  
c lean  tw e n ty -se v e n  m ile s  o f  v a lley .

F o r  th e  K o rean s , th e  w a r ’s m a g n itu d e  le d  to  v as t h u m a n  su ffe rin g , 
b u t  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  le a rn e d  th a t  i t  w as u n a b le  to  tra n s la te  i ts  
im m en se  f ire -p o w er in to  m ilita ry  o r  p o li t ic a l  v ic to ry  f o r  its e lf  o r  i ts  
a llies. T h e re  w as, in  b r ie f , n o  co n ce iv ab le  r e la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  
e x p e n d itu re  o f  a rm s a n d  th e  p o li t ic a l  o r  m ili ta ry  re s u lts  o b ta in e d . A s 
th e  o ffic ia l A rm y  h is to ry  re la te s , u tilis in g  h ig h  m o b il i ty ,  
d e c e n tra lis a tio n , a n d  tu n n e l  d e fe n c e s , th e  N o r th  K o re a n  a n d  C h in ese  
a rm ies  g re a tly  im p ro v e d  th e ir  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  lo g is tic s  an d  e n d e d  th e  
w ar “ a  fo rm id a b le  fo e  w h o  b o re  l i t t le  re se m b la n c e  to  th e  feeb le  
n a t io n  o f  W orld  W ar I I ” . (2 ) . M assive f ire -p o w e r  h a d  re su lte d  in  
e n o rm o u s  c iv ilian  c a s u a ltie s  a n d  b a rb a r is m , b u t  in h u m a n ity  w as n o t  
v ic to ry .

T h e  im p lic a tio n s  o f  K o rea  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ f u tu re  w ere  
m o n u m e n ta l , c o n ju r in g  u p  th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  p o li t ic a l  a n d  m ilita ry  
d e fe a t  in  A sia a n d  v iv id ly  rev ea lin g  th e  l im its  o f  its  p o w e r . M assive 
la n d  a rm ie s  w e re  b o th  v e ry  e x p en s iv e  a n d  o f  d u b io u s  u t i l i ty ,  a n d  i t  
w as in  th is  c o n te x t  t h a t  J o h n  F o s te r  D u lle s  a t te m p te d  to  b re a k  
th ro u g h  th e  en ig m a  w ith  h is  “ m assive r e ta l ia t io n ”  d e b a te - n e v e r  
sa tis fa c to rily  t r a n s la tin g  i t  in to  a  c o h e re n t  a n d  re le v a n t s tra te g y . N o t  
o n ly  d id  S o v ie t n u c le a r  p o w e r  ru le  o u t  a t ta c k in g  R u ssia  w ith  
im p u n ity ,  b u t  e v en  W ash in g to n  in  sp rin g  1 9 5 4  d o u b te d  w h e th e r  
V ie tn a m e se  p e a s a n ts  c o u ld  b e  m ad e  to  s to p  f ig h tin g  i f  M oscow  w ere  
d e s tro y e d , a n d  th e  d e b a te  o v er e m p lo y in g  a to m ic  b o m b s  a t  D ien  B ien  
P h u  o n ly  rev ea led  th a t  in  c lose c o m b a t a n d  m ix e d  b a t t le  lin es a to m ic  
b o m b s  in d isc r im in a te ly  d e s tro y  f r ie n d  a n d  fo e  a lik e .

T h e  d ile m m a  o f  re la tin g  A m erican  te c h n o lo g y  to  ag rarian  a n d  
d e c e n tra lis e d  so c ie tie s  w as n o t  re so lv ed  b y  th e  t im e  P re s id e n t 
K e n n e d y  c a m e  to  o ffic e . W ith o u t de lv ing  in to  th e  
“ c o u n te r in s u rg e n c y ”  p la n n in g  a n d  a s su m p tio n s  w h ich  th e  P re s id e n t 
im m e d ia te ly  a u th o r is e d  G en e ra l M axw ell T a y lo r  to  c o -o rd in a te  a n d  
s tu d y , i t  is  su f f ic ie n t to  o b se rv e  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  th e  U .S . b eg an  m ak in g  
i ts  c o m m itm e n ts  in  V ie tn a m  k e e n ly  aw are  o f  th e  fa ilu re s  o f  th e  p a s t , 
b u t  i t  w as s till e n c u m b e re d  w ith  th e  sam e lim ita tio n s  w h ic h  m ig h t 
o n ly  r e p e a t  th e  K o rean  p re c e d e n t  o f  m ass f ire -p o w er, w h o lesa le  
d e s tru c t io n  o f  p o p u la tio n s , an d  p o litic a l-m ilita ry  fa ilu re . N o r is i t  
n ecessa ry  t o  rev iew  th e  fam ilia r  h is to ry  o f  h o w  th e  K e n n e d y  an d  
J o h n s o n  A d m in is tra tio n s  in te n s if ie d  th e ir  in v o lv e m e n t in  V ie tn a m . 
M ore re le v a n t is  th e  d is tin c tiv e  c h a ra c te r  o f  t h a t  w a r , a n d  th e  
a s su m p tio n s  a n d  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s  e m p lo y e d  i ts  
m ilita ry  m ig h t. I p ro p o se  t o  o u tl in e  th e  p o li t ic a l  an d  e n v iro n m e n ta l  
s t ru c tu re  o f  th e  w a r an d  to  sh o w  w h y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  co n sc io u s ly  
e m p lo y s  a  te c h n o lo g y  th a t  is q u a n ti ta t iv e ly  fa r  g re a te r  th a n  th a t  u sed  
in  K o re a  b u t  in e v ita b il i ty  r e q u ire s  th e  sam e o u tc o m e  in  V ie tn a m : th e

d e s tru c t io n  o f  u n to ld  m asses o f  th e  V ie tn a m e se  p e o p le  a n d  th e ir  
so c ie ty , a n d  th e  c o n c o m ita n t  m o ra l im m u n isa tio n  o f  th e  A m erican  
p e o p le  a n d  so ld ie rs  ca lled  u p o n  t o  su s ta in  an d  im p le m e n t th e  
G o v e rn m e n t’s g ra n d  s tra te g y .

A WAR WITHOUT FRONTS
O n e  o f  th e  m o s t s ig n if ican t re a litie s  o f  th e  w a r  in  V ie tn a m , a  fa c t  

w h ic h  m a k e s  “ legal’ c o m b a t  im p o ss ib le  an d  n e c e s s ita te s  e n d le ss  
c r im es  ag a in s t c iv ilian s  a n d  c o m b a ta n ts  a lik e , is th e  ab sen ce  o f  
c o n v e n tio n a l m ili ta ry  f ro n ts  an d  a rea s  o f  u n c o n te s te d  A m erican  
c o n tro l . T h e  T e t  O ffen s iv e  p ro v e d  o n ce  again  th a t  c o m b a t  c an  o c c u r  
a n y w h e re  a n d  th a t  th e  m ili ta ry  in itia tiv e  re s ts  w ith  th e  N .L .F . 
A m e ric a n  fo rc e s , in  re a li ty , fo rm  en c lav es in  a sea o f  h o s t i l i ty  an d  
in s ta b i l i ty ,  ab le  te m p o ra rily  to  c o n te s t  N .L .F . p h y sic a l c o n tro l  over 
la rg e  re g io n s  b u t  in c a p a b le  o f  s u b s t i tu t in g  S a ig o n ’s p o litic a l 
in f ra s tru c tu re  to  e s ta b lis h  d u rab le  c o n tro l  b y  w in n in g  th e  p o litic a l 
an d  id eo lo g ica l lo y a lt ie s  o f  th e  large m a jo r ity  o f  th e  p e o p le . P e rh ap s  
m o s t iro n ic a lly , th e  N .L .F . h a s  b e e n  ab le  to  tra n s fo rm  th is  A m erican  
p re se n c e  w h ic h  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  ab le  to  p h y s ic a lly  re m o v e , in to  a 
s y m b io tic  r e la tio n sh ip  f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  e x t r a c t  m a x im u m  p o ss ib le  
a sse ts  in  w h a t  is  in tr in s ic a lly  an  in to le ra b le  a n d  u n d e s ire d  s i tu a t io n . 
F o r  th is  re a so n  as  w e ll, th e y  a re  ab le  to  e n d u re  th e  w a r th e  lo n g es t, 
p rev a il, a n d  w in  a t  th e  e n d ,  e v en  sh o u ld  th e y  lo se  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  
m ili ta ry  e n c o u n te r s .

T h e  P e n ta g o n ’s s ta te m e n ts  n o tw ith s ta n d in g , th e re  n o w  e x is ts  m o re  
th a n  s u f f ic ie n t d o c u m e n ta t io n  p ro v in g  th a t  th e  U .S . c la im s to  
“ c o n t r o l”  6 7%  o f  th e  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  p o p u la t io n , as b e fo re  T e t  
1 9 6 8 , o r  92%  as o f  la te  1 9 6 9 , b e a r  n o  re la tio n s h ip  to  re a li ty . (3 ). 
S u ff ic e  i t  to  say , th e  P e n ta g o n  also  m a in ta in s  p r iv a te  f ig u res , d a ta  th a t  
s im p ly  re in fo rc e s  th e  in e sc a p a b le  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  a  log ical an a ly sis  o f  
i ts  o w n  re lease s , th a t  a  v ery  s u b s ta n tia l  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  S o u th  
V ie tn a m e se  a re  n o t  u n d e r  th e  p h y s ic a l  “ c o n t r o l”  o f  e i th e r  th e  S a ig o n  
reg im e  o r  U .S . fo rce s . A p a r t  f ro m  p o lit ic a l  lo y a l ty ,  w h ic h  c la im s o n  
h a m le t  c o n t r o l  ig n o re , th e  su p re m e  iro n y  o f  th e  w a r in  V ie tn a m  is  
th a t  h a m le ts  lab e lled  “ se c u re ”  fo r  p u b lic  p u rp o se s , su c h  as S ong  M y, 
a re  o f te n  th e  h a rd e s t  h i t  b y  A m erican  a rm s . T h e  r e a s o n  is 
fu n d a m e n ta l :  a reas , v illages, a n d  la rge  p o p u la t io n  c o n c e n tr a t io n s  th e  
N .L .F . o p e ra tio n a lly  c o n tro ls  f re q u e n tly  c o o p e ra te  in  
S a ig o n -sp o n so red  su rv ey s  a n d  p ro je c ts  to  sp a re  th em se lv e s  
u n n e c e ssa ry  c o n f lic t  w ith  U .S . a n d  S a ig o n  fo rce s . T o  lie o n  th e  
p re sen c e  o f  th e  N .L .F . to  a  v is itin g  p a c if ic a tio n  o f f ic e r  is a  sm all 
m a t te r  in  c o m p a r iso n  t o  th e  c e r ta in  m ilita ry  c o n s e q u e n c e s  th e  t r u th  
w ill in v ite . W h a t th e  P e n ta g o n  d e sc rib e d  as th e  “ se c u re ”  a rea  in  
V ie tn a m  is  o f te n  a s tag in g  an d  e c o n o m ic  b ase  as secu re  an d  v ita l to  
th e  N .L .F . a s  i ts  e x p lic ity  id e n tif ie d  l ib e ra te d  z o n es .

T h e re fo re  w e  re a d  in n u m e ra b le  a c c o u n ts  o f  free  tra d e  an d  
m o v e m e n t b e tw e e n  S aigon-“ c o n tro l le d ”  a rea s  a n d  th o se  o f  th e  
N .L .F .,  a n d  o f  “ f r ie n d ly ”  v illag ers  a n d  S a ig o n ’s P o p u la r  F o rc e s  (o n ly  
o n e -e ig h th  o f  w h o m  are  t r u s te d  w ith  a rm s) w h o  fa il to  r e p o r t  N .L .F . 
c o m b a t  u n i ts  a n d  in f ra s tru c tu re s . H en ce , to o ,  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a t  le a s t
5 ,0 0 0  N .L .F . p o litic a l w o rk e rs  in  th e  g re a te r  S a ig o n  a rea , to  use 
m in im a l A m e ric a n  fig u res , an d  th e  u n d o u b te d  acc u ra c y  o f  th e  N .L .F . 
c la im  to  h av e  p a ra lle l g o v e rn m e n ts  in  all th e  m a jo r  c itie s  a n d  to w n s . 
A m erican  ad m iss io n s  th a t  th re e -q u a r te r s  o f  th e  N .L .F . b u d g e t  in  1 9 6 8  
w as ra ised  f ro m  ta x e s  c o lle c te d  f ro m  o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  V ie tn am ese  
p o p u la t io n , t h a t  S a ig o n ’s e ig h t la rg e st c o rp o ra tio n s  p a id  an  average o f  
$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  each  in  ta x e s  to  th e  N .L .F ., o r  t h a t  it  p u rc h a se s  v ast 
q u a n t i t ie s  o f  su p p lie s  fro m  “ se c u re ”  to w n s , is m u c h  m o re  to  th e  
p o in t . (4 ) .  T o  so m e  c r i t ic a l  m easu re , “ se c u re ”  a reas  are b o th  p a r t  o f , 
an d  v ita l to ,  th e  N .L .F . A n d  to  b e  “ se c u re ”  is n o t  to  b e  a c o n t in u o u s  
free -fire  z o n e . T h e  q u e s t io n  is n o t  w h o  c la im s  “ c o n t r o l”  b u t  w h o  
rea lly  p o ssesses i t .  F o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  su ch  c o n t r o l  a s  th e  U .S . m ay  
have  is te m p o ra ry  an d  u lt im a te ly  is b ased  o n  its  a b ility  a n d  w illingness 
to  a p p ly  f ire -p o w er, a n d  c e r ta in ly  is  n o t  a c o n s e q u e n t o f  an y  p o p u la r  
s u p p o r t  fo r  its  f in a n c e d  an d  u n iv e rsa lly  c o r ru p t  reg im es in  S a igon .

T h e  re fu g e e  cam p s  an d  p ro g ra m m e s  are  g o o d  e x a m p le s  o f  th e  
N .L .F .’s a b ility  to  tu rn  w h a t th e  U .S . in te n d s  as ad v ers ity  in to  a 
d u a l-ed g ed  in s t i tu t io n  f ro m  w h ich  th e y  m a y  g a in  as m u c h  as a 
rep re ssiv e  s i tu a tio n  a l lo w s - s o  lo n g  as th e y  re ta in  th e  re sp e c t an d  
p o li t ic a l  lo y a lt ie s  o f  th e  p e o p le . T h ese  cam p s w ere  b o th  th e  in ev itab le  
b y -p ro d u c t  o f  A m erica ’s m assive fire -p o w er a p p lie d  to  all V ie tn a m  
an d  i ts  e x p lic it  des ire  to  r e c o n c e n tr a te  th e  p o p u la t io n  so as to  b e t t e r  
c o n tro l  i t .  “ Y o u  have to  be ab le  t o  se p a ra te  th e  sheep  f ro m  th e  
g o a ts ,”  to  q u o te  o n e  P en ta g o n -sp o n so re d  a n a ly s t in  1 9 6 6 . “ T h e  w ay 
to  d o  i t  is  h a rsh . Y o u  w o u ld  hav e  to  p u t  all m ilita ry  age m a le s  in  th e  
a rm y  o r  in  c a m p s  as y o u  p a c ify  th e  c o u n tr y .  A n y o n e  n o t  in  th e  a rm y  
or in  cam p  is a ta rg e t. H e ’s e i th e r  a V ie t C o n g  or is h e lp in g  th e m .” (5 ).

By M ay , 1 9 6 9 , th e  w ar h a d  p ro d u c e d  3 ,1 5 3 ,0 0 0  re fu g e es  since 
1 9 6 5 , 6 1 2 ,0 0 0  s till rem a in in g  in  c a m p s  an d  w ith  o n ly  a  t in y  f ra c tio n  
h av in g  b e e n  r e s e t t le d  in  th e ir  o r ig in a l v illages. T h e  la rg e  m a jo r ity  o f  
th e  re fu g e es , a s  ev e ry  o b jec tiv e  a c c o u n t  ag rees , w ere  seek in g  to  e scap e  
th e  free -fire  z o n e s  a n d  ra in  o f  fire  th e  A m erican s  w ere  sh o w erin g  o n  
th e m . T h e ir  p o li t ic a l  lo y a ltie s  w ere  an ti-S a ig o n  in  th e  large m a jo r ity  
o f  cases, a n d  th e  in te n se  sq u a lo r , d e g ra d a tio n , an d  c o r ru p t io n  in  th e  
cam p s  u n d o u b te d ly  m itig a te s  such  sm all sy m p a th y  fo r  th e  a n ti-N .L .F . 
cau se  a s m ay  e x is t. N o  less s ig n if ic a n t a b o u t  th e  cam p s is th e  very  
h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  o ld  m e n , w o m e n , a n d  c h ild re n  in  t h e m - t h a t  is, 
n o n -c o m b a ta n ts . In  th is  sen se , b y  e n te r in g  th e  A m erican  cam p s  
re fu g e es  e scap e  th e  A m erican  b o m b s  w hile  th e  y o u n g e r  m en  g en era lly  
re m a in  in  th e  c o m b a t  a reas . R o g er H ilsm an  p u t  i t  a n o th e r  w ay  in  
1 9 6 7 : “ I th in k  i t  w o u ld  b e  a m is tak e  to  th in k  th a t  th e  re fu g e es  co m e
to w a rd  th e  G o v e rn m e n t s id e  o u t  o f  s y m p a th y ............(T h e y )  co m e
to w a rd  th e  G o v e rn m e n t side  sim p ly  b ecau se  th e  V ie tc o n g  do  n o t  
b o m b , a n d  th a t  th e y  w ill n o t  a t  le a s t b e  b o m b e d  and  sh e lle d . I have 
g re a te r  w o rrie s  t h a t  som e o f  th e  re fu g e e  cam p s are  re s t  a reas fo r  th e  
V ie tc o n g , p rec ise ly  b ecau se  o f  th is .” (6 ).

R e fu g ee  ca m p s  th e re fo re  b e c o m e  in c u b a to r s  o f  o p p o s it io n  as w ell 
as p o te n t ia l  sh e lte rs  fo r  i t , ju s t  as m a n y  re p o r te d  N .L .F . d e fe c to rs , 
v e ry  few  o f  w h o m  are  reg u la r  c o m b a ta n ts ,  are  n o w  su s p e c te d  o f  
r e tu rn in g  to  N .L .F . r a n k s  a f te r  a p e r io d  o f  r e c u p e ra t io n . S u ch  
in te g ra tio n  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l  s t ru c tu re  o f  “ se c u re ”  a reas  w ith  th a t  
w h ic h  th e  N .L .F . d o m in a te s , th is  p ro fo u n d  lack  o f  c le a r  lin es an d

CO N TD  ..... .
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c o m m itm e n ts  am o n g  th e  V ie tn a m e s e , a t ta in s  i ts  u l t im a te  d an g e r  fo r  
th e  A m erican s  w h en  i t  is rev ea led  th a t  th e  V ie tn a m e se  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
N .L .F . e x te n d s  to  p a r ts  o f  th e  h ig h es t levels o f  th e  S a igon  reg im e . W e 
k n o w  li t t le  o f  th e  p ro ce ss  b y  w h ic h  V u  N goc N h a , H u y n h  V a n  T ro n g , 
an d  th e ir  th ir ty -n in e  a s so c ia te s  p e n e tr a te d  th e  in t im a te  c irc le  o f  th e  
T h ie u  reg im e an d  b e c o m e  p riv y  to  i ts  se c re ts , b u t  it  is c e r ta in  th a t  
m a n y  o ffic e rs , so ld ie rs , an d  a d m in is tra to rs  o f  th e  S a igon  reg im e  a re  
se c re tly  c o m m itte d  t o  th e  N .L .F . c au se , an d  i t  is  n o  less c e r ta in  th a t  
m o s t o th e r  Saigon  le ad e rs  a re  d e e p ly  d e d ic a te d  to  e n r ic h in g  
them se lves, ev en  via tra d e  w ith  th e  N .L .F . reg io n s , an d  are  to ta l ly  
u n re liab le  fo r  th e  U .S .’s u lt im a te  p u rp o se s . S u ch  an  a rm y  o f  u n w illin g  
c o n sc rip ts , c o r ru p t  o ffic e rs , a n d  p o litic a lly  u n re lia b le  e le m e n ts  in  
th e ir  m id s ts  is a d u b io u s  a sse t t o  th e  U .S . a n d  a lo n e  scarce ly  an  
u n m an ag eab le  th r e a t  to  th e  N .L .F . H en ce  th e  c h im e ra  o f  
“ V ie tn a m isa tio n .”  T h e  v a rio u s  A d m in is tra tio n s  hav e  k n o w  all th is , 
an d  m u c h  m o re .

I t  is o n e  o f  th e  lesso n s o f  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  h is to ry  th a t  re p re ss io n  an d  
social d is in te g ra tio n  g e n e ra te  fo rc e s  o f  o p p o s it io n  th a t  o th e rw ise  
w o u ld  n o t  h av e  e x is te d , a n d  V ie tn a m  is  n o  e x c e p t io n . N o  o n e  can  
c o m p re h e n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  success o f  th e  N .L .F . w ith o u t  
a p p re c ia tin g  th is  fa c t . V ie tn am ese  fo rc e d  o u t  o f  th e ir  v illages b y  air 
an d  a r tille ry  s tr ik e s  an d  in to  d e c re p it  an d  u n sa n ita ry  c a m p s  k n o w  fu ll 
w ell th a t  th e  A m erican s  a re  re sp o n s ib le . T h e  a rm y  o f  p r o s t i tu te s  a re  
aw are  o f  th e  so u rce  o f  th e ir  d e g ra d a tio n . T h e  p e a s a n t w h o se  c ro p s  are 
d e fo lia te d  k n o w s  w h o  to  b lam e . A p a r t  f ro m  its  a t tra c tiv e  p o litic a l 
p ro g ram m e  a n d  la n d  re fo rm  p o lic y , th e  N .L .F . h a s  su ccessfu lly  
c ap ita lise d  o n  th e  n e a r  un iv e rsa l V ie tn a m e se  h a t r e d  o f  fo re ig n  
in v ad ers, a f a c t  t h a t  h a s  m ad e  i ts  p o li t ic a l  in f ra s tru c tu re  a n d  lo y a ltie s  
o f  th e  p eo p le  to  i t  in c reasin g ly  d u ra b le  even  as g ro w in g  fire -p o w er is 
in f lic te d  u p o n  th e m . “ T h ey  say  th is  village is 80%  V C  s u p p o r te r s ,”  
o n e  A m erican  o ffic e r  c o m m e n te d  la s t  S e p te m b e r  as h is  m en  c o m b e d  a 
village. “ By th e  t im e  w e fin ish  th is  i t  w ill b e  95% .” (8 ) . S u ch  in s ig h t is 
scarcely  a ty p ic a l , b u t  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  u n iv e rsa l in  th e  availab le  
d o c u m e n ts  o n  th is  a sp ec t o f  th e  w ar.

T h is  realism  o n  re p re ss io n  in te n s ify in g  re s is ta n c e , as w ell as ev e ry  
o th e r  p h ase  o f  th e  strugg le  in  V ie tn a m  I have  m e n tio n e d , se ts  th e  
in d isp en sab le  c o n te x t  in  w h ich  th e  U .S . ap p lie s  i ts  m ili ta ry  p o w e r , fo r  
i t  lo n g  ago  a b a n d o n e d  o p e ra tin g  w ith in  d ie  a c k n o w le d g e d  p o li t ic a l  
l im its  o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m . M ore p rec ise ly , b y  e m p lo y in g  sh e e r  p h y s ic a l 
m ig h t, th e  U .S . has s o u g h t to  c o m p e n s a te  f o r  an d  t ra n sc e n d  its  
u n av o id ab le  p o litic a l w eak n esse s in  its  V ie tn a m  a d v e n tu re . T h e  
v a rio u s  m en  in  th e  W hite  H o u se  a n d  P e n ta g o n  k n o w  b e t te r  th a n  an y  
o f  u s  th a t  th e  lin es a re  in d e e d  ev e ry w h e re , a n d  th a t  th e  V ie tn am ese  
p eo p le  a re  ov e rw h e lm in g ly  rea l a n d  p o te n t ia l  en e m ie s . A n d  s ince  th e  
V ie tn am ese  lo n g  ceased  to  b e  p ro m is in g  id eo lo g ica l ta rg e ts , t r a c ta b le  
to  successive c o r ru p t  reg im es, th e y  h av e  v ir tu a lly  a ll b e c o m e  p h y s ic a l 
ta rg e ts  ev e ry w h e re . Q u ite  a p a r t  f ro m  th e  r e s u l t s - f o r  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  is s low ly  lea rn in g  th a t  i ts  e f fo r ts  h av e  b e c o m e  b o th  m ilita r ily  
in su ff ic ien t a n d  p o litic a lly  s e lf - d e f e a t in g - th e  n ece ssa ry  log ic  o f  
A m erican  m ilita ry , s tra teg y  in  V ie tn a m  is to  w age w a r ag a in s t th e  
e n tire  V ie tn am ese  p e o p le , m e n , w o m e n , a n d  ch ild re n  a lik e , w h e rev e r  
th ey  m ay  b e  fo u n d . S o  lo n g  as i t  re m a in s  in  V ie tn a m , i t  c a n n o t  fig h t 
a n o th e r  k in d  o f  w a r w ith  an y  m o re  h o p e  o f  success .

MACHINES AGAINST PEOPLE: 
AMERICAN MILITARY PREMISES

T h e  o rig ina l th e o ry  o f  c o u n te r in su rg e n c y  in  W h ite  H o u se  c irc le s  in  
1961 w as th a t  a  lim ite d  n u m b e r  o f  m e n , w ise in  th e  w ay s o f  g u e rrilla  
id eo lo g y  an d  ta c tic s , c o u ld  e n te r  th e  ju n g le s  w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l sm all 
a rm s an d  w in . G iven  th e  p o litic a l, m ilita ry  an d  id eo lo g ica l rea litie s , 
th is  p rem ise  b y  19 6 4  w as u tte r ly  d isc re d ite d , an d  th e re  fo llo w e d  a 
m a jo r  sc ram ble  to  d ev e lo p  new  “ m ira c le ”  w e a p o n s  in te n d e d  to  
o v e rco m e  th e  N .L .F .’s c lea r m ilita ry  s u p e r io r i ty . T h e  p ro b le m , 
h o w ev e r, is th a t  i t  r e q u ire s  five to  seven  y ea rs  to  t ra n s la te  a 
so p h is tic a te d  w e a p o n s  c o n c e p t  in to  a d e q u a te  fie ld  d e p lo y m e n t ,  and  
in  1956  w e a p o n s  id ea s  a lre ad y  in  p ro g ress  w ere  desig n ed  
ov erw h e lm in g ly  fo r  a  w ar in  E u ro p e . A m ass o f  e x o tic  c ra sh  re sea rch  
p ro p o sa ls  p ro v e d , o n  th e  w h o le , t o  b e  e x p en s iv e  m isca rr iag es , a n d  i t  
w as a lread y  c o m m iss io n ed  p ro je c ts  in  h e lic o p te rs  an d  g u n sh ip s  th a t  
w ere  m o s t re a d ily  t r a n s f e r a b le  t o  th e  V ie tn a m  c o n te x t .  T h e  
h e l ic o p te r ’s d is tin c tiv e  value p o in te d  to  th e  d e f in in g  o b jec tiv e  
c o n d it io n  o f  th e  m ilita ry  p h ase  o f  th e  V ie tn a m  w ar: d e c e n tra lis a tio n  
an d  lack  o f  m ilita ry  ta rg e ts . W ith o u t th e  m o b ili ty  th e  h e lic o p te r  
p ro v id ed , G en . W estm o re lan d  h as  e s tim a te d , o n e  m illio n  m o re  t ro o p s  
w o u ld  have b e e n  re q u ire d  to  fig h t th e  sam e w a r o n  th e  g ro u n d .(9 ).

W hile th e  U n ited  S ta te s  h a s  so u g h t to  d isco v er a n d  p ro c u re  
w e a p o n s  u n iq u e ly  desig n ed  fo r  th e  d e c e n tra lis e d  ag rarian  an d  ju n g le  
e n v iro n m e n t, it  h a s  also a t te m p te d  to  u tilise  ex is tin g  w e a p o n s  firs t 
des ig n ed  fo r  such  c o n c e n tr a te d  s tra teg ic  ta rg e ts  as in d u s try  an d  
air-m issile  bases. T h is , b y  n e c e ss ity , h a s  re q u ire d  em p lo y in g  w e a p o n s , 
such  as th e  B -52 , o rig ina lly  c o n s tru c te d  fo r  in ten siv e , n u c le a r  w arfa re  
again st s ta tio n a ry  ta rg e ts . I t  h as  ad ju s te d  fo r  d e c e n tra lis e d  m o b ile  
ta rg e ts  sim ply  b y  d ro p p in g  m u c h  g re a te r  q u a n t i t ie s  o f  e x p lo s iv e s  o f  
im m en se  y ie ld  o n  vast reg io n s  w ith  very  few  p e rm a n e n t  m ilita ry  
in s ta lla tio n s . M ilita rily , th e  U n ited  S ta te s  h as  th e re fo re  fo u g h t th e  w ar 
w ith  w h a tev e r  d ecen tra lised -s ty le  w e a p o n s  i t  c o u ld  d ev e lo p  as w ell as 
th e  sheer q u a n t i ty  o f  fire<-power w h ich  “ c o n v e n tio n a l”  w e ap o n s 
e m p lo y . T h e  p re e m in e n t c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  b o th  th e se  a p p ro a c h e s  is 
th a t  th e y  are in trin s ica lly  u tte r ly  in d isc r im in a te  in  th a t  th e y  str ik e  
e n tire  p o p u la tio n s . A n d  w hile  such  s tra te g y  v io la te s  a ll in te rn a t io n a l  
law  reg ard in g  w a rfa re , an d  is in h e re n tly  g en o c id a l, i t  also  a d ju s ts  to  
th e  p o litic a l re a lity  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m  th a t  th e  N .L .F . is an d  can  b e  
a n y w h e re  and  th a t  v ir tu a lly  th e  e n t i r e  p e o p le  is  W a sh in g to n ’s e n e m y .

I am  n o t  co n tr iv in g  so m e th in g  th e  P e n ta g o n  d o e s  n o t  a lread y  
k n o w . “ T h e  u n p a ra lle le d , lav ish  u se  o f  fire -p o w er as a  s u b s t i tu te  fo r  
m a n p o w e r ,”  w rite s  o n e  o f  its  an a ly s ts  in  an  o ffic ia l p u b l ic a t io n , “ is an  
o u ts ta n d in g  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  U .S . m ili ta ry  ta c tic s  in  th e  V ie tn a m  
w a r .” (1 0 ) . F ro m  3 1 5 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  a ir  o rd n a n c e  d ro p p e d  in  S o u th -e a s t 
A sia  in 1 9 6 5 , th e  q u a n t i ty  b y  Ja n u a ry -O c to b e r  1 9 6 9 , th e  p e a k  y e a r  o f  
th e  w a r, re ach ed  1 ,3 8 8 ,0 0 0  to n s . O ver th a t  p e r io d , 4 ,5 8 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  
w ere  d ro p p e d  o n  S o u th -e a s t  A sia , o r six  an d  o n e -h a lf  tim es th a t  
e m p lo y e d  in  K o rea . T o  th is  w e m u s t ad d  g ro u n d  m u n itio n s , w h ic h  
ro se  f ro m  5 7 7 ,0 0 0  to n s  in  1966  to  1 ,2 7 8 ,0 0 0  to n s  in  th e  f irs t  e leven  
m o n th s  o f  1 9 6 9 . A n d  to  th e se  d e s tru c tio n - in te n s iv e  w e a p o n s  a p p lied  
e x ten s iv e ly  w e m u s t also ad d  th e  w id e -im p ac t d e c e n tra lis e d  w e a p o n s  
th a t  a re  e m p lo y e d  in  ever g re a te r  q u a n t i t ie s  a lo n e  o r  in  c o n ju n c tio n  
w ith  tra d itio n a l exp losives. F o r  th e  fam ily  o f  c lu s te r  b o m b  w e a p o n s  
and  f le c h e tte  ro c k e ts , w h ic h  th e  A ir F o rc e  ra te s  as “ h ig h ly  
su ccess fu l,”  I have n o  p ro c u re m e n t d a ta .  S u ff ic e  i t  to  say , th e se  a re  
ex c lu sive ly  a n ti-p e rso n n e l w e a p o n s  co v erin g  m u c h  w id e r  a reas th a n  
b o m b s . CS (a ty p e  o f  advanced  te a r  gas) p ro c u re m e n t is o n e  e x am p le : 
f ro m  1 9 6 5  to  1 9 6 9  th e  a m o u n t p u rc h a se d  w en t; u p  tw e n ty - fo u r
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tim es. P ro c u re m e n t  fo r  d e fo lia n ts  a n d  a n ti-c ro p  ch e m ic a ls  is  e r ra tic  
b ecau se  o f  in v e n to ry  an d  p r o d u c t io n  p ro b le m s , th o u g h  th e  A ir 
F o rc e ’s fa r  to o  co n se rv a tiv e  d a ta  o n  ac reag e  sp ra y e d  h as  r ise n  q u i te  
c o n s id e ra b ly  f ro m  less th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  ac re s  in  1 9 6 4  to  an  ad ju s te d  
a n n u a l r a te  o f  f if te e n  t im e s  th a t  in  1 9 6 9 . P ro c u re m e n t  in  1 9 6 4  w as 
$ 1 .7  m illio n  an d  $ 1 5 .9  m illio n  in  1 9 7 0 , w ith  an  in v e n to ry  in  1 9 7 0  
a lm o s t e q u a l to  n e w  p u rc h a s e s .( l  1).

T ra n s la te d  in to  h u m a n  te rm s , th e  U .S . h a s  m ad e  S o u th  V ie tn a m  a 
sea  o f  fire  as a m a t te r  o f  p o lic y , tu rn in g  a n  e n t i r e  n a t io n  in to  a  ta rg e t. 
T h is  is  n o t  a c c id e n ta l b u t  in te n t io n a l  a n d  in tr in s ic  to  th e  U .S .’s 
s tra teg ic  an d  p o li t ic a l  p re m ise s  in  th e  V ie tn a m  w a r . B y n e c e ss ity  i t  
d e s tro y s  v illages, s la u g h te rs  a ll w h o  a re  in  th e  w a y , u p r o o ts  fam ilie s , 
an d  s h a tte rs  a  w h o le  so c ie ty . T h e re  is  a  m o u n ta in  o f  i l lu s tra tio n s , b u t  
le t  m e  ta k e  o n ly  o n e  h e r e - t h a t  o f  th e  B - 5 2 - w h ic h  revea ls  h o w  
to ta l ly  c o n sc io u s  th is  s tra te g y  is. *

T h e  B -52  c o s ts  a b o u t  $ 8 5 0  m illio n  to  o p e ra te  in  S o u th -e a s t  A sia 
in  fisca l 1 9 7 0 , a  b i t  less th a n  1 9 6 9  b u t  f a r  m o re  th a n  1 9 6 8 , an d  th e y  
d ro p  a b o u t  4 3 ,0 0 0  to n s  a m o n th . O n  w h a t?  T h e  o n e  o ffic ia l su rv ey  o f  
a c tu a l  h i ts  t h a t  I have  b e e n  ab le  to  lo c a te  s ta te s  th a t  “ en em y  c a m p s ,”  
o f te n  v illages fu ll o f  c iv ilians, “ w ere  w h e re  in te llig en ce  sa id  th e y  
w o u ld  b e ”  in  o n ly  o n e -h a lf  th e  cases. In  “ th e  o th e r  h a lf , in te llig en ce  
w as f a u l ty ,  an d  th e  cam p s  w e re  e i th e r  n o t  th e re  o r  th e  V C  h a d  n o t  
b e e n  in  th e  ta rg e t a rea  w h e n  th e  b o m b s  fe ll .” (1 2 ) .  T h e n  o n  w h o m  d id  
th e  b o m b s  fall? O n  V ie tn a m e se  p e a s a n ts  in  b o th  cases, o n  th o u s a n d s  
o f  S o n g  M ys.

S ta te d  a n o th e r  w a y , in  1 9 6 8  a n d  1 9 6 9  th e  U .S . u se d  a b o u t  
7 ,7 0 0 - 7 ,8 0 0  to n s  o f  g ro u n d  a n d  air o rd n a n c e  d u r in g  a n  average d ay . 
A t th e  t im e  o f  th e  1 9 6 8  T e t  o ffen s iv e , th e  P e n ta g o n  e s tim a te s , N .L .F . 
fo rce s  w ere  c o n s u m in g  a p ack  o f  tw en ty -sev en  to n s  o f  a m m u n itio n  a 
d a y , a n d  h a lf  th a t  a m o u n t  d u r in g  an  average d a y  in  A p ril, 1 9 6 9 . 
R o u g h ly , th is  is a  ra t io  o f  2 5 0  to  5 0 0  to  o n e . In e q u a li t ie s  o f  sim ila r 
m a g n itu d e  a p p e a r  w h en  o n e  co m p a re s  o v era ll su p p ly , in c lu d in g  fo o d , 
w h ic h  fo r  aU N .L .F . a n d  D .R .V . fo rc e s  in  th e  s o u th  w as 7 ,5 0 0  to n s  
p e r  m o n th  an d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 6 8 . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1 9 5 8  A m erica l 
fu e l  n eed s  a lo n e  w e re  14 m illio n  to n s  a  m o n th .(1 3 ) .  O u t  o f  this- 
staggering  r a t io  o f  c o n s p ic u o u s  c o n s u m p tio n  h as  c o m e  o n ly  
c o n s p ic u o u s  fa ilu re  fo r  th e  U .S ., b u t  also a level o f  f ire -p o w er t h a t  so 
fa r  ex c e e d s  d is t in c tio n s  b e tw e e n  c o m b a ta n ts  a n d  n o n -c o m b a ta n ts  as 
to  b e  n ece ssa rily  a im e d  a t  a ll V ie tn am ese .

In  an  a ir  a n d  m e c h a n ic a l w a r ag a in s t an  e n t i r e  p e o p le , in  w h ic h  n o  
f ix e d  lin e s  e x is t  a n d  h ig h  m o b ili ty  an d  d e c e n tra lis a tio n  give th e  
N .L .F . a d ecisive  m ili ta ry  ad v a n ta g e , b a rb a r is m  can  b e  th e  o n ly  
c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  U .S .’s s le d g eh am m er ta c tic s . D u rin g  T e t  1 9 6 8 , 
w h e n  th e  U .S . le a rn ed  th a t  th e  “ se c u re ”  a reas  c a n  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  th e  
f r o n t  w h e n  th e  N .L .F . so  ch o o se s , U .S . a ir  a n d  a r t i lle ry  s tr ik e s  
d e s tro y e d  h a l f  o f  M y th o , w ith  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  7 0 ,0 0 0  fo u r- f i f th s  o f  
H u e ’s in n e r  c ity , m o re  th a n  o n e - th ird  o f  C h a u d o c , k illed  over 1 ,0 0 0  
civ ilians in  B en  T re , 2 ,0 0 0  in  H u e - t o  c ite  o n ly  th e  b e t te r  k n o w n  o f  
m a n y  ex am p le s .!  14). B u t w h a t is m o re  s ig n if ic an t to  th e  u l t im a te  
o u tc o m e  o f  th e  w a r is th a t  such  b a rb a r is m  is a lso  a c c o m p a n ie d b y  a n  
in e f f e c tu a l i ty - e n t i r e  as id e  f ro m  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  p o li t ic s  an d  
e c o n o m ic s -w h ic h  m a k e s  th e  U .S .’s fa ilu re  in  V ie tn a m  c e r ta in .

In d isc r im in a te  fire -p o w er is like ly  to  h i t  c iv ilian  ta rg e ts  s im p ly  
b ecau se  th e re  are m a n y  m o re  o f  th e m , a n d  d ire c tly  an d  in d ire c tly  th a t  
serves th e  U .S .’s p u rp o se s  as a ll A d m in is tra tio n s  d e f in e  th e m . B u t  w e  
k n o w  e n o u g h  a b o u t m ass f ire p o w e r  an d  s tra teg ic  b o m b in g  to  k n o w  
n o t  m e re ly  th a t  it  is c o u n te rp ro d u c tiv e  p o li t ic a lly  b u t  also an  
im m en se  w as te  m ilita r ily . A s a la n d  w ar, th e  V ie tn a m  cam p a ig n  fo r  
th e  U .S . h a s  b een  a  m ix tu re  o f  m e n  a n d  m o b ili ty  via h e lic o p te rs , w ith  
th e  N .L .F . g en era lly  free  to  f ig h t a t  te rm s , p lace s , a n d  tim es  o f  i ts  
o w n  ch o o s in g . A n d  b e c a u se  o f  id eo lo g y  a n d  a lleg ian ce , th e  N .L .F . 
a lw ays fills th e  c r i t ic a l  o rg a n isa tio n a l v acu u m  th e  A m erican s  a n d  th e ir  
sp o n so red  S a igon  reg im e  leave b e h in d . B u t even  w h e n  in  th e  f ie ld , th e  
U .S . so ld ie r  lack s  b o th  m o tiv a tio n  a n d  a  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  id eo lo g ica l 
an d  p o litic a l n a tu re  o f  th e  w a r , w h ich  m ak es  h im  te n d  to w a rd  te r ro r  
an d  p o o r  c o m b a t a t o n e  a n d  th e  sam e tim e . H ad  h e  an d  h is  o ff ic e rs  
th e  w ill an d  k n o w led g e  to  w in - w h ic h ,  I m u s t ad d , w o u ld  scarce ly  
su ffice  to  a t ta in  v i c t o r y - t h e  A m erican  a rm y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  re p e a tin g  
th e  ta le  o f  S o n g  M y over a n d  o v er again . F o r  S o n g  M y is s im p ly  th e  
f o o t  so ld ie r 's  d ire c t  e x p re ss io n  o f  th e  ax io m  o f  f ire  an d  te r ro r  th a t  h is  
su p e rio rs  in  W ash in g to n  devise an d  c o m m a n d  f ro m  b e h in d  d esk s . N o  
o n e  sh o u ld  e x p e c t  th e  in fa n try m a n  to  c o m p re h e n d  th e  t r u th s  a b o u t  
th e  se lf-d e fea tin g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  te r ro r  a n d  re p re ss io n  th a t  have 
e scap ed  th e  g en era ls  an d  p o litic a n s . T h e  rea l w a r c r im in a ls  in  h is to ry  
nev er fire  g u n s , n ev e r  su ffe r  d isc o m fo r t . T h e  f a c t  is, as th e  m ilita ry  
d iscu ss io n s  n o w  revea l, th a t  m o ra le  an d  m o tiv a tio n  a re  lo w  am o n g  
tro o p s , n o t  m e re ly  to w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  to u rs  o f  d u ty ,  o r  w h e n  c o m b a t 
fo llo w s n o  p a t te r n ,  an d  ‘m o ra le  goes d o w n  a n d  d o w n , ’ to  q u o te  o n e  
P e n ta g o n  a n a ly s t , b u t  a lso  b ecau se  an  u n w illin g  fo re ig n  c o n s c r ip t  
a rm y  h as  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  in  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  w in  a  c o lo n ia l 
in te rv e n tio n .!  15).

We can  scarce ly  c o m p re h e n d  th e  w a r in  V ie tn a m  b y  c o n c e n tr a t in g  
o n  sp ec ific  w e a p o n s  an d  in c id e n ts , o n  S ong  M y, B -52s, o r  d e fo lia n ts . 
W h at is illegal a n d  im m o ra l, a c rim e ag a in s t th e  V ie tn a m e s e  an d  
ag a in st c iv ilisa tio n  as w e th in k  it sh o u ld  b e , is th e  e n tire  w a r a n d  i ts  
in tr in s ic  c h a ra c te r . M ass b o m b in g , th e  u p ro o t in g  o f  p o p u la t io n s ,  
“ se a rc h -a n d -d e s tro y ” - a l l  th is  an d  fa r  m o re  is e n d e m ic  to  a  w a r th a t  
can  never b e  “ legal”  o r m o ra l so  long  as i t  is fo u g h t. F o r  w h a t is tru ly  
e x c e p tio n a l a n d  u n in te n d e d  in  V ie tn a m , f ro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t’s 
v ie w p o in t, a re  th e  B -52 m iss io n s, d e fo lia n ts , a n d  a r t i lle ry  a t ta c k s  th a t  
d o  n o t  ravage villages a n d  fie lds. S p ec ific  w e a p o n s  a n d  in c id e n ts  a re  
d e p lo ra b le , b u t  w e m u s t see th e m  as e f fe c ts  a n d  n o t  cau ses. T h e  m a jo r  
u n d e s ire d , a c c id e n ta l  a sp e c t o f  th e  e n tire  V ie tn a m  e x p e r ie n c e , as 
th re e  A d m in is tra tio n s  p la n n e d  it, w as th a t  th e  V ie tn a m e s e  re s is tan ce , 
w ith  its  u n sh a k a b le  r o o ts  e v e ry w h e re  in  th a t  to r tu r e d  n a t io n , w o u ld  
survive a n d  u l t im a te ly  p rev a il ra th e r  th a n  b e  d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  m o s t 
in te n se  ra in  o f  f ire  ev er in f lic te d  o n  m e n  an d  w o m e n . F o r  th e  h is to ry

o f  A m e ric a ’s ro le  in  V ie tn a m  is n o t  o n e  o f  a c c id e n t b u t  r a th e r  o f the 
fa ilu re  o f  p o licy .

G iv en  w h a t is so p u rp o s e fu l  an d  n ecessa ry  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ war 
in  V ie tn a m , a n d  th e  im p o ss ib ility  a n d  th e  u n d e s ira b il i ty  o f  America 
re la tin g  to  th a t  n a t io n  b y  o th e r  th a n  m ilita ry  m ean s , th e re  is on ly  one 
w ay  to  te rm in a te  th e  en d le ss  w a r  c rim es sy s te m a tic a lly  an d  daily 
c o m m itte d  t h e r e - t o  e n d  th e  in trin s ic a lly  c r im in a l w a r now , to 
w ith d ra w  a ll A m e ric a n  fo rc e s  im m e d ia te ly . A n d  w h ile  th e  Vietnamese 
su c co r  a n d  h e a l th e ir  o w n  w o u n d s , A m erican s  m u s t a t t e m p t  to  cure 
th e ir  o w n  m o r ib u n d  soc ia l illness so th a t  th is  n a t io n  w ill never again 
c o m m it su ch  fo lly  a n d  p r o fo u n d  evil.
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McCloskey on Laotian Bombing
Senator McCloskey is challenging President Nixon from 

within his own Republican Party, in an attempt to have the 
Indo-Chinese war halted. At the request of the Editors of 
Craccum, McCloskey sent his Subcommittee Report on the 
Laotian bombing. He remarks how his report differs slightly 
from official accounts and recalls some of the official 
misinformation placed before his investigations. The Report 
is printed to draw attention to the difference between 
official’ and actual accounts of the Indo-Chinese 
war-Editor.

STATEMENT OF PAUL N. McCLOSKEY, JR 
Before the

Subcommittee to Investigate Problems 
Connected with Refugees and Escapees 

of the
Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate
April 21,1971

Dear Mr C h a irm an :
I w o u ld  lik e  t o  p lace  b e fo re  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  c e r ta in  fa c ts  

ascertained b y  m y s e lf  a n d  C o n g ressm an  W ald ie  o f  C a lifo rn ia  o n  a 
brief visit to  L ao s  la s t w eek . T h ese  fa c ts  re la te  to  a n d  su p p le m e n t 
several a sp ec ts  o f  th e  te s tim o n y  o ffe re d  to  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  a t  i ts  
hearing o n  M ay 7 o f  la s t y ea r , re la tiv e  to  th e  c a u s a tio n  o f  re fu g e es  an d  
the im pact o f  U .S . A ir  F o rc e  b o m b in g  o p e ra tio n s , d ire c te d  an d  
controlled b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  A m b assad o r to  L ao s  f ro m  th e  
Embassy in  V ie n tia n e .

That te s tim o n y  in d ic a te d , f irs t ,  (pages 5 7 -5 9 , H earin g  R e c o rd )  
that U.S. b o m b in g  o p e ra tio n s  in  L ao s h a d  b e e n  ca re fu lly  c o n tro lle d  
by the A m b assad o r so  th a t  v e ry  few  in h a b ite d  v illages w ere  
susceptible t o  b e in g  h i t  b y  U .S . a irp o w e r , a n d  se c o n d , (pages 67  an d  
7l, Hearing R e c o rd )  t h a t  o f  th e  re fu g ees  g e n e ra te d  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  
several yea rs , b o m b in g  h a d  b e e n  a  re la tiv e ly  m in o r  fa c to r  in  th e ir  
decision to  leave th e ir  n a tiv e  villages. T h ird , (pages 6 7 -6 8 , H earin g  
Record) th e  d ec is io n  o f  th e  re fu g e es  to  m o v e  to  a reas in  w e s te rn  
Laos c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  R o y a l L ao  G o v e rn m e n t h a d  b e e n  v o lu n ta ry  in  
nature, and  n o t  as th e  re s u lt  o f  o rd e rs  f ro m  e ith e r  R o y a l L ao  o r  U .S . 
Government o ffic ia ls .

On o u r v isit to  V ie n tia n e  la s t w e e k , C o n g re ssm an  W aldie a n d  I 
were in itia lly  adv ised  b y  A m b a ssa d o r  G o d ie y  a n d  ra n k in g  m e m b e rs  o f  
his C ountry  T eam  th a t  th e s e  fa c ts , p re s e n te d  to  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  
last year b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n ts  o f  S ta te  an d  D e fen se , re m a in e d  t ru e  an d  
correct as o f  t h a t  d a te ,  A p ril 1 3 ,1 9 7 1 .

We la te r  rece iv ed  e v id en ce , h o w ev e r, b o th  b y  w a y  o f  o ra l 
testimony an d  o ffic ia l g o v e rn m e n t d o c u m e n ts , in d ic a tin g  th a t  n o t  
only was th e  fo reg o in g  te s tim o n y  n o t  c o r re c t  as o f  A p ril 1 3 ,1 9 7 1 ,  it  
was k n o w n  to  b e  in c o r re c t  a n d  to  have c re a te d  a  m islead in g  
impression as e a r ly  as A u g u s t, 1 9 7 0 , w h e n  th e  f in a l d o c u m e n ta t io n  
for the S u b c o m m itte e ’s r e p o r t  w as s u b m it te d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n ts  o f  
State and D efen se .

Two very  se rio u s  issues a re  th u s  ra ised  b y  th ese  c o n f lic ts . F irs t ,  I 
am co n ce rn ed  th a t  a  v e ry  rea l p o ss ib ility  ex is ts  th a t  a S ta te  
D epartm ent-contro lled  aeria l b o m b a rd m e n t  o f  villages in  N o r th e rn  
Laos has b e e n  th e  c o m p e llin g  re a so n  fo r  th e  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 -p lu s  re fu g ees 
generated d u r in g  19 6 8  a n d  1 9 6 9 . S e c o n d , i t  a p p e a rs  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  
State D e p a r tm e n t h a s  p u rsu e d  a  d e lib e ra te  p o lic y  o f  c o n cea lin g  th is  
fact, as w ell as th e  fa c ts  o f  th e  b o m b in g , f ro m  th e  C o n g ress a n d  
people o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

The fac ts  w e have  a sc e r ta in e d  in  th e  p a s t  w eek  w h ic h  re la te  to  
these issues a re  se t f o r th  as fo llo w s:

1. L aos is a n a tio n  e s tim a te d  to  h av e  so m e  9 ,4 0 0  sm all v illages, 
approximately 3 ,5 0 0  o f  w h ic h , acco rd in g  to  fo rm e r  A m b a ssa d o r  
Sullivan, have b e e n  lo c a te d  in  P a th e t  L ao  o r  c o n te s te d  te r r i to ry  since 
the Geneva ag re e m e n ts  o f  1 9 6 2 .

2. A n e s tim a te d  1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  m a y  h av e  o n ce  lived  in  th e se  
villages; in  th e  la s t te n  y ea rs  p e rh a p s  7 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e se  p e o p le  have 
become re fu g ees, (page 3 1 , H earin g  R e c o rd )  m ov ing  in to  th e  w es te rn  
portions o f  L ao s  c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  R o y a l L ao  G o v e rn m e n t.

3. U n d er  th e  U S A ID  p ro g ra m s fo r  re fu g e e  re lie f , re fu g e es  are 
considered n o  lo n g e r  re fu g ees w h en  th e y  hav e  ra ised  tw o  ric e  c ro p s  in  
their new  lo c a tio n ; th u s  th e re  are  o n ly  so m e w h a t over 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  
“refugees”  o n  U S A ID  ro lls  to d a y ,  living in  re fu g e e  c a m p s  s c a tte re d  
through w es te rn  L aos.

4. A t th e  U d o m  A ir F o rc e  Base in  T h a ila n d , h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e
13th A ir F o rc e , w e w ere  to ld  b y  an  ae ria l re co n n a issan ce  p i lo t  o f  
April 13: “ I hav e  f lo w n  o v er  a  lo t  o f  riv e r v a lleys in  N o r th e rn  L ao s 
these p ast fo u r  m o n th s , M r C o n g re ssm an , an d  I h a v e n ’t  seen  A N Y  
villages a long  LO C S (lin e s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n ) .”  A n  A ir F o rc e  
Lieutenant C o lo n e l p re s e n t s ta te d : “ T h e re  ju s t  a re n ’t  an y  villages in  
Northern L aos a n y m o re , o r  in  s o u th e rn  N o r th  V ie t  N am  e ith e r , fo r  
that m a tte r .”  ‘

5 . M a jo r ( i n e r a l  A n d y  E v an s, C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  1 3 th  A ir 
F o rc e , to ld  u s  t h a t  h is  p i lo ts  h a d  n o t  b o m b e d  a n y  villages t o  h is  
k n o w led g e  in  th e  seven  m o n th s  th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  co m m a n d . 
G en e ra l E v an s  f u r th e r  to ld  u s th a t  a ll ta rg e ts  in  N o r th e rn  L ao s h a d  to  
b e  ap p ro v e d  b y  th e  A m b a ssa d o r  in  V ie n tia n e , o r  b y  F o rw a rd  A ir  
C o n tro lle rs  s ta tio n e d  in  V ie n tia n e  an d  f ly in g  0 -1 ’s w ith  a  L a o tia n  
ob se rv e r. A m b a s sa d o r  G o d ie y  la te r  c o n f irm e d  to  u s  th a t  n o  villages 
h a d  b e e n  b o m b e d  w ith o u t  h is  c o n s e n t ,  save in  o ccas io n a l 
c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  p i lo t  e r ro r .  A m b a ssa d o r  S u lliv an  s ta te d  to  us t h a t  
p e rh a p s  e ig h t su ch  e r ro rs  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r te d  t o  h im  d u rin g  th e  4Vi 
y ea rs  h e  se rv ed  as A m b a ssa d o r  t o  L ao s , a n d  p r io r  to  h is  d e p a r tu re  
s h o r tly  a f te r  P re s id e n t N ix o n  to o k  o ffic e .

6 . W hile  a t U d o m , I c irc led  e ig h t villages on  th e  m ap  o f  N o r th  
C e n tra l L ao s , an d  a sk ed  to  see ae r ia l p h o to g ra p h s  o f  th e  villages. 
T w o  d a y s  la te r ,  G e n e ra l  E v an s sh o w ed  m e  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  tw o  o f  th e  
a reas in v o lv ed , a n d  c o n c e d e d  th a t  th e  villages n o  lo n g er e x is te d . H e 
s ta te d  t h a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  u n a b le  to  f in d  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  th e  o th e r  six 
villages. H e f u r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  h e  saw  n o  d if f ic u lty  in  giving m e th e  
tw o  p h o to g ra p h s  in  q u e s t io n , b u t  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  like to  d iscu ss m y  
re q u e s t  fo r  th e m  w ith  h is  b o ss , General C lay  in  S a igon . In  v isiting  
G en e ra l C la y ’s h e a d q u a r te r s  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y , I w as  adv ised  b y  
G en e ra l E rn e s t  H a rd in , V ice  C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  7 th  A ir F o rc e , th a t  
G e n e ra l C lay  h a d  d e c id e d  th a t  I sh o u ld  m ak e  a  fo rm a l r e q u e s t  f o r  
th e  p h o to g ra p h s  th ro u g h  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L egisla tive  L ia iso n  a t  th e  
P e n ta g o n . C o p ies  o f  t h a t  r e q u e s t  an d  tw o  ea rlie r  such  re q u e s ts  a re  
a tta c h e d  to  th is  s ta te m e n t  as E x h ib its  A , B a n d  C .

7 . O n  th e  ev en in g  o f  A p ril 13 , a t  a  d in n e r  a t th e  h o m e  o f  
A m b a ssa d o r  G o d ie y , w e  w ere  to ld  b y  v a rio u s  ra n k in g  C o u n try  T eam  
o ffic ia ls , in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  b o th  th e  A m b assad o r a n d  D e p u ty  C h ie f  o f  
M ission  M o n te ag le  S te a m e s  th a t  (1 )  n o  h a rd  d a ta  w as  av a ilab le  o n  
re fu g ee  a t t i tu d e s ,  (2 )  n o  su rv ey s o f  re fu g ee  a t t i tu d e s  h a d  b een  
a t te m p te d  b ecau se  o f  lack  o f  s ta ff , (3 )  b o m b in g  w as  c e r ta in ly  n o  
m o re  th a n  o n e  o f  th e  fa c to rs , a n d  c e r ta in ly  n o t  a m a jo r  f a c to r  in  
causing  re fu g e es  to  leave th e ir  h o m e s , an d  (4 )  b o m b in g  o f  c iv ilian  
villages w as v ery  ra re , a n d  th e n  o n ly  in  cases o f  p i lo t  e r ro r .  O n e  o f  th e  
ju n io r  o ffic e rs , M r F ra n k  A lb e r t , m e n tio n e d  th a t  so m e  re fu g ees  h a d  
b e e n  q u e s tio n e d , b u t  h is  c o m m e n ts  w ere  over-w e ighed  i f  n o t  
o v e rw h e lm ed  b y  th e  p o sitiv e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  h is  m o re  
se n io r  a s so c ia te s  w h o  r e p e a te d ly  a rg u ed  th e  fo u r  view s m e n tio n e d  
ea rlie r.

8 . O n  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g , A p ril 14 , a y o u n g  p o li t ic a l  o f f ic e r  
a t  th e  E m b assy  a d m it te d  to  m e  th a t  a su m m a ry  o f  re fu g e e  o p in io n s  
h ad  b e e n  p re p a re d  d u r in g  Ju n e  an d  J u ly  o f  1 9 7 0 . H e  w e n t  w ith  m e  to  
th e  o ffic e  o f  D e p u ty  C h ie f  o f  M ission  S te a rn e s  w h o m  I a sk ed  to  see 
th e  d o c u m e n t  in  q u e s tio n . M r S te a m e s  p ic k e d  a sh e a f  o f  p a p e rs  o f f  
h is  d e s k , le a fe d  th ro u g h  th e m , an d  f in a lly  h a n d e d  th em  to  m e  a t  m y  
re q u e s t . A  c o p y  o f  th is  d o c u m e n t  is a p p e n d e d  as E x h ib it  D to  th is  
s ta te m e n t,  b u t  i t  m ay  b e  su m m arized  a t th is  p o in t  b y  s ta tin g  th a t  it 
su m m arize s  th e  re sp o n se s  o f  over 2 0 0  re fu g e es , f ro m  9 6  se p a ra te  
villages in  th e  P la in  o f  Ja rs  a rea , w ith  re s p e c t to  th e  b o m b in g  o f  th e ir  
h o m es . Q u o tin g  f ro m  page  5  o f  th e  r e p o r t .

“ 75%  o f  1 9 0  r e s p o n d e n ts  sa id  th e ir  h o m e s  h a d  b e e n  d am ag ed  b y
th e  b o m b in g .”
“ 76%  sa id  th e  a t ta c k s  to o k  p la c e  in  1 9 6 9 .”
“ T h e  b o m b in g  is c lea rly  th e  m o s t  co m p e llin g  re a so n  fo r  m o v in g .”
9 . B o th  th e  fa c ts  s ta te d  an d  th e  co n c lu s io n s  in  th is  r e p o r t ,  

ad d re ssed  p e rso n a lly  to  M r S te a m e s  b y  th e  U .S . I n fo rm a tio n  Serv ice  
o n  Ju ly  1 0 , 1 9 7 0 , are o f  c o u rse  in  sq u a re  c o n tr a d ic t io n  to  th e  
te s tim o n y  fu rn is h e d  th is  S u b c o m m itte e  la s t  y e a r , a n d  i t  is d if f ic u l t  fo r  
u s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t ,  k n o w in g  o f  th e  S e n a te ’s 
in te r e s t ,  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  v o lu n ta r ily  c o r re c te d  th e  reco rd  b y  
fo rw a rd in g  th e  r e p o r t  to  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  lo n g  ago.

10. I t  is likew ise  c lear th a t  M r S te a rn e s  d e lib e ra te ly  in te n d e d  to  
give C o n g re ssm an  W ald ie  a n d  m y se lf  a less th a n  c o m p le te  p ic tu re  o f  
re fu g ee  a t t i tu d e s  an d  b o m b in g  w h ile  w e w ere  in  L ao s . T h e  E m b assy  
p re p a re d  a n d  gave to  u s, p r io r  to  th e  A p ril 13 d in n e r  d isc u ss io n s , w h a t 
p u r p o r te d  to  b e  r a th e r  a  c a re fu l “ b rie fin g  b o o k ”  on  re fu g ees . T h re e  o f  
th e  e ig h t se c tio n s  in  th e  b o o k  w ere  sp ec ifica lly  t i t le d  as re la tin g  to  
X ieng  K h o u a n g  P ro v in c e . T h e  re fu g ee  survey  r e p o r t  o f  J u ly  1 0 , 1 9 7 0 , 
is e n t i t le d  “ X ien g  K h o u an g  P ro v in ce  R e fu g ees  in  V ie n tia n e  P la in ”  an d  
w e ac c id e n ta lly  le a rn e d  f ro m  M r A lb e r t  o n  A p ril 16  th a t  M r S te a m e s  
h ad  ca lled  M r A lb e r t in to  h is  o ffice  o n  th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  th e  1 3 th , 
( ju s t p r io r  to  th e  d in n e r )  a n d  ask ed  h im  if  h e  w as th e  o n e  w h o  h ad  
p re p a re d  th e  r e p o r t  in  q u e s t io n . B earing  in  m in d  th a t  th is  r e p o r t ,  an d  
a s h o r te r  r e p o r t  o f  s im ila r su rvey  o f  re fugees in  a  m o re  n o r th e r ly  
c a m p , (E x h ib it  E )  w ere  th e  O N L Y  su ch  re p o r ts  in  th e  E m b a ssy ’s 
po ssessio n  o n  th e  im p a c t  o f  b o m b in g  o n  re fu g ees, i t  is h a rd  to  e scap e  
th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  E m b a ssy  d id  n o t  w a n t in q u ir in g  C o n g ressm en  
to  lea rn  a n y th in g  a b o u t  w id e sp re a d  b o m b in g  in  1 9 6 9 , d ire c te d  an d  
c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  U .S . A m b assad o r.

11 . A fte r  fin a lly  o b ta in in g  p o ssess io n  o f  th e  re p o r ts  in  q u e s tio n  
a t a p p ro x im a te ly  3 .0 0 p m  o n  th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  A p ril 1 4 , w e  w ere  able 
o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  A p r il 15 , to  v isit o n e  o f  th e  re fu g e e  cam p s , B an N a  
N ga, lo c a te d  a b o u t  4 0  k ilo m e te rs  n o r th  o f  V ie n tia n e . We w ere

a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  fo u r  in te rp re te r s ,  in c lu d in g  tw o , R e v e ren d  
R o ffe  a n d  F a th e r  M en g er, w h o  h a d  b e e n  re c o m m e n d e d  b y  
A m b a ssa d o r  as “ u n b ia s e d .”

We ta lk e d  to  16  se p a ra te  in d iv id u a ls  an d  v a rio u s  g ro u p s  o f  re fu g e es  
w h o  h a d  c o m e  to  th e  cam p  f ro m  a t  le a s t seven  se p a ra te  villages in  
T asseng  K a t, o n e  o f  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  se c to rs  o f  X ien g  K h o u an g  
P ro v in c e . T h e  ta p e d  in te rv ie w s  o f  th e se  re fu g e es  a re  p re s e n tly  b e in g  
t r a n s c r ib e d , a n d  w e w ill file th e m  w ith  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  u p o n  
c o m p le tio n .

T h e  re fu g e es  w ere  u n a n im o u s  in  d e sc rib in g  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  
ev e ry  single h o m e  in  e a c h  o f  th e  seven  v illages w h e re  th e y  h a d  lived . 
T h e y  d e s c rib e d  b o th  T -2 8  a n d  j e t  a i r c ra f t ,  as w ell as th e  use o f  CBU 
c lu s te r  b o m b s  an d  w h ite  p h o s p h o ro u s ;  in  a ll b u t  o n e  o f  th e  v illages, 
th e  re fu g e e s  h a d  seen  p e o p le  k ille d  b y  th e  a irs tr ik e s , th e  m o s t  
n u m e ro u s  b e in g  th e  village o f  B a P h o n e  S av an h , a village o f  35 h o m e s  
w h e re  9 w e re  k illed  a n d  14  w o u n d e d .

W e p e rso n a lly  o b se rv ed  a n d  ta lk e d  w ith  a  n u m b e r  o f  p eo p le  
b ea rin g  scars  f ro m  C B U  p e lle ts  o f  w h ite  p h o s p h o ro u s ;  th e  p h o to g ra p h  
o f  a 1 0 -y ea r-o ld  b o y , B a S o m  D i, o f  B an T h e u n  V illage , is o f fe re d  fo r  
in c lu s io n  in  th e  re c o rd  a t th is  p o in t .

In  a ll o f  th e  16 in te rv ie w s save th o se  in te rp re te d  ex c lu s iv e ly  b y  
F a th e r  M en g er w e w ere  to ld  th a t  n o  P a th e t  L ao  o r N o r th  V ie tn am ese  
so ld ie rs  lived  in  th e  v illages. In  all cases b u t  o n e , th e  P a th e t  L ao  p o s ts  
w e re  a t le a s t tw o  k ilo m e te rs  aw ay ; in  th e  case o f  th e  o n e  village, 4  P L  
so ld ie rs  w ere  s ta tio n e d  a t a  su p p ly  d e p o t  5 0 0  k ilo m e te rs  a w ay . ( I t  
sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  a t  th is  p o in t  th a t  b o th  G en e ra l E vans an d  
A m b a ssa d o r  G o d ie y  to ld  u s  t h a t  p ilo ts  w ere  in s tru c te d  to  avo id  
b o m b in g  w ith in  5 0 0  m e te rs  o f  an  “ ac tiv e  v illage,”  an  “ ac tiv e  v illage”  
b e in g  d e f in e d  as “ o n e  h u t .” )

T h e  re fu g e es  c o m m o n ly  d e sc rib ed  th e  k illin g  o f  th e ir  w a te r  
b u f fa lo ,  a n d  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  h a d  to  live in  h o le s  o r  caves, fa rm in g  
o n ly  a t  n ig h t  w h en  th e  b o m b in g  b e c a m e  so in ten s iv e  in  1 9 6 9 . In  o n ly  
o n e  o f  tiie  seven  v illages h a d  a  re fu g ee  seen  an y  v isitin g  P a th e t  L ao  
so ld ie rs  k ille d  b y  th e  b o m b in g  o f  h is  v illage; th e  so ld ie rs  w ere  
d e sc rib e d  as v isitin g  th e  villages o n ly  o ccas io n a lly  o r as passing  
th ro u g h  o n  th e  ro a d .

A t o n e  in te rv ie w , th e  C h ie f  o f  T asseng  K a t ,  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  a rea  
w h e re  th e se  v illages h a d  b e e n  lo c a te d , v o lu n te e re d  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
th a t  h is  T asseng  h a d  b e e n  ev a c u a te d  f ro m  th e  P la in  o f  Ja rs  in  ea r ly  
1 9 7 0  b ecau se  th e y  w ere  o rd e re d  to  leave b y  th e  P ro v in c e  G o v e rn o r. 
U .S . p lan es  p ro v id e d  th e  a ir l if t  c a p a b ility .

12 . T h e  A ir F o rc e  b r ie fin g s  f ro m  G en e ra l E v an s  a n d  h is  s ta f f  
c o n c lu s iv e ly  d e m o n s tr a te d  b o th  th e  im m en se  accu racy  o f  ta rg e tin g  
a n d  b o m b in g , a n d  also  th e  v o lu m in o u s  a n d  co m p reh en s iv e  aeria l 
re c o n n a issa n c e  p h o to g ra p h y  w h ic h  p reced es  a n d  fo llo w s b o m b in g  
s tr ik e s . I t  is  c le a r  t h a t  th e  A ir  F o rc e  is o n ly  fo llo w in g  o rd e rs , an d  th a t  
all ta rg e ts  are c le a red  an d  ap p ro v e d  b y  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t.

13 . T h e  to ta l  to n n a g e  o f  b o m b s  d ro p p e d  in  L ao s in  1 9 6 9  an d  
1 9 7 0  is o v e r  tw ice  th e  to n n a g e  d ro p p e d  in  th e  tw o  p re c e d in g  y ea rs , 
1967  a n d  1 9 6 8 , p r io r  to  th e  t im e  P re s id e n t N ix o n  to o k  o ffic e .

W ith  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  fa c ts  se t  f o r th  ab o v e , th e  s ig n if ic an t an d  
in c o n te s tib le  c o n c lu s io n  is th a t  a t  le a s t 76%  o f  9 6  sm all v illages in  
N o r th e rn  L ao s  w e re  d e s tro y e d  b y  b o m b in g  in  1 9 6 9 . C lu s te r  b o m b s  
an d  w h ite  p h o s p h o ro u s  w ere  u sed  a g a in s t th e  c iv ilian  p o p u la t io n  o f  a 
c o u n try  a g a in s t w h o m  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  is n o t  a t  w ar. T h e  b o m b in g  
w as d o n e  u n d e r  th e  d ire c tio n  an d  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t ,  
n o t  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  A ir F o rc e . B o th  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  b o m b in g  an d  
i ts  im p a c t o n  th e  c iv ilian  p o p u la t io n  o f  L ao s  h av e  b e e n  d e lib e ra te ly  
co n c e a le d  b y  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  fo r  a t leas t th e  p a s t  n in e  m o n th s  
w h ic h  hav e  e lap sed  since th e  Ju ly  1 0  r e p o r t  w as su b m itte d  b y  th e  
U .S . I n fo rm a tio n  S erv ice  to  D e p u ty  C h ie f  o f  M ission  S te a m e s  in  
V ie n tia n e .

H o w  m a n y  o f  th e  3 ,5 0 0  villages b e h in d  P a th e t  L a o  lines hav e  b een  
d e s tro y e d  b y  A m e ric a n  b o m b in g  a f te r  A m b a ssa d o r  S u llivan  le f t in  
ea r ly  1 9 6 9 , is a  m a t te r  w h ic h  is s till  o p e n  to  q u e s t io n . T h is  q u e s tio n  
can  b e  d e te rm in e d  q u i te  e a s ily , h o w e v e r , b y  a sk ing  th e  A ir F o rc e  to  
p ro d u c e  c u r r e n t  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  th e s e  a reas f ro m  its co m p reh en siv e  
files. I f  r e c e n t  p h o to s  o f  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  a reas  a re  lack in g , i t  s h o u ld  b e  
a s im p le  m a t te r  to  b r in g  th e  files up  to  d a te  b y  reco n n a issan ce  
m iss io n s c o n d u c te d  a t  an  a l t i tu d e  w h ich  w ill n o t  e n d a n g e r  th e  lives o f  
th e  A m erican  p ilo ts  in v o lv ed . I h o p e  th e  S u b c o m m itte e  w ill p u rsu e  
th is  issue u n t i l  th e  m a tte r  is f in a lly  re so lv ed  as to  h o w  m an y  o f  th e  
2 5 0 ,0 0 0 -p lu s  re fu g e es  p re s e n t  rece iv ing  U S A ID  assistan ce  w ere  
g e n e ra te d  b y  A m erican  b o m b in g  p ra c tic e s  in  1 9 6 9 . A sp ec ific  lis t  o f  
n e a r ly  2 0 0  villages su s p e c te d  to  h av e  b een  d e s tro y e d  in a single area  
o f  L ao s  is a p p e n d e d  as E x h ib i t  F  h e r e to ,  an d  I w o u ld  re sp e c tfu lly  
re q u e s t  th a t  th e  A ir F o rc e  b e  a sk ed  to  p ro v id e  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  e ach  o f  
th e se  v illages a t  a n  ea rly  d a te .

W h a tev e r  m ay  b e  th e  an sw er, I w o u ld  b e  h o p e fu l  th a t  a fu lly  
in fo rm e d  A m erican  p e o p le  w ill in s is t o n  an im m e d ia te  ces sa tio n  o f  
fu r th e r  b o m b in g  in  in h a b i te d  a rea s  o f  L ao s, C a m b o d ia  an d  V ie t  N am . 
T h e re  w o u ld  seem  to  b e  n o  U .S . in te r e s t  in  an y  o f  th ese  th ree  
c o u n tr ie s  w h ich  w o u ld  ju s t i fy  th e  c o n t in u e d  sla u g h te r  o f  
n o n -c o m b a ta n t  v illagers by  a n ti-p e rs o n n e l w e a p o n s  such  as th e  c lu s te r  
b o m b , n a p a lm , w h ite  p h o s p h o ro u s  an d  h e l ic o p te r  g u n s h ip .
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fo re s t  co v e r  w h ich  m ig h t s h e lte r  g u e rrilla  g ro u p s . T h e  area  so far 
t r e a te d  is g iven  o ffic ia lly  as so m e  5 m illio n  ac re s  (1 2  p e r  cent of 
S o u th  V ie tn am  area ) th o u g h  N .L .F . e s tim a te s  p u t  th e  to ta l  at 10.6 
m illio n  acres a n d  th e  J a p a n  S c ien ce  C o u n c il e s t im a te d  in  1967 that 
“ a n ti-c ro p  a tta c k s  have  ru in e d  3 .8  m illio n  ac res  o f  a rab le  land in 
S o u th  V ie tn a m ”  ( th is  is a b o u t  h a l f  th e  a rab le  a rea ) .

T h e  im m e d ia te  d e s tru c tiv e  im p a c t o f  th is  ch em ica l w ar is  evident in 
th e  d y in g  fo re s ts  an d  “ sa n itis e d ”  p a d d y  f ie ld s ; s c a n t o ff ic ia l attention 
h a s  b e e n  given  to  th e  lo n g -te rm  eco lo g ica l an d  h u m a n  effects of 
d re n c h in g  th e  lan d scap e  w ith  ch em ica ls . T hese  h av e , ho w ev er, been 
an a ly sed  b y  severa l A m erican  sc ien tis ts . T h e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  forest 
o r  c ro p  co v er in  a  tro p ic a l  c l im a te  such  as th a t  o f  V ie tn a m  leads to 
p r o fo u n d  c h an g es  in  so il s t ru c tu re ,  ab o v e  all to  th e  deve lo p m en t of 
v ir tu a lly  use less la te r i tic  so ils. D e s tru c tio n  o f  m an g ro v e  fo re s ts  in the 
M ek o n g  D e lta  is le ad in g  to  th e  e ro s io n  o r  sa lin isa tio n  o f  th e  rice-fields 
th e y  p ro te c te d  a n d  to  th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  th e  c r itic a lly  im p o r ta n t fish I 
re so u rc e s  in  th e  d e lta  rivers .

GENETIC FUTURE
F in a lly , th e  v ita lly  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  lo n g -te rm  im pact of 

th is  ch em ica l w a rfa re  o n  th e  g e n e tic  fu tu re  o f  th e  Indo-Chinese 
p e o p le s  h a s  b een  ig n o re d  b y  th e  m ilita ry  m e n  an d  th e ir  civilian 
adv isers . T e s ts  o f  d e fo lia n ts  b y  th e  A m erican  N a tio n a l Cancer 
I n s t i tu te  in  1 9 6 6  “ rev ea led  th a t  tw o  o f  th e  h e rb ic id e s  ex am in ed  had 
ca u s e d  g ro ss a b n o rm a litie s  an d  b ir th  d e fe c ts  in  m ice . T h e  chemical 
2 4 D  w as te rm e d  ‘p o te n tia lly  d a n g e ro u s , b u t  n eed in g  f u r th e r  study’ 
w h ile  2 4 5 T  w as lab e lled  ‘p ro b a b ly  d a n g e ro u s ’. ”

B y 1 9 6 9  S o u th  V ie tn am ese  n e w sp a p e rs  w ere  ca rry in g  sto ries and 
p ic tu re s  o f  d e fo rm e d  b a b ie s  b o m  in  a rea s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  subjected  to 
sp ray in g  w ith  2 4 5 T  (see  N g o  V in h  L o n g  ‘L e a f  A b sc iss io n ’ in  Bulletin 
f o r  C o n c e rn e d  A sian  S ch o la rs , O c to b e r  1 9 6 9 ) ;  b y  ea rly  1970 
h o w ev e r, s te p s  w ere  ta k e n  to  r e s tr ic t  th e  u se  o f  2 4 5 T  in  th e  United 
S ta te s  o f  A m erica . M ean w h ile , th e  u se  o f  th is  ch e m ic a l, “ w hich  may 
r e p re s e n t  an  eco lo g ica l e q u iv a le n t o f  th a lid o m id e ” , co n tin u ed  in 
In d o -C h in a ,th e  scale o f  sp ray in g  p ro g ra m m e s  b e in g  a p p a re n tly  limited 
o n ly  b y  th e  av a ilab ility  o f  th e  ch em ica ls  an d  o f  su itab le  aircraft. 
C o m m e n t  tw o  U n ite d  S ta te s  n e w sp a p e rm e n : “ N o t  s ince th e  Romans 
sa lte d  th e  lan d  a f te r  d e s tro y in g  C a rth ag e  h a s  a  n a t io n  ta k e n  pains to 
v is it th e  w a r  o n  f u tu re  g e n e ra tio n s .”  (N ew  Y o rk  P o s t , N ovem ber 4, 
1 9 6 9 ).

GLOBAL OVER-VIEW
A s S ch e ll an d  W eisberg  p o in t  o u t ,  “ T h e  eco sy s tem  o f  South-east 

A sia  is o n e  o rg an ic  fa b ric  in  w h ich  all liv ing  th in g s  a re  tie d  to g e th e r  by 
an  in f in ite  n u m b e r  o f  in te r d e p e n d e n t  s tra n d s .”  A m erican  policy in 
In d o -C h in a  to d a y  a im s n o t  s im p ly  a t  d e s tro y in g  th e  “ e n e m y ” , his 
fo o d  c ro p s  o r  h is  c u l tu re ,  b u t  th e  w h o le  e c o s y s te m  o f  w hich  the 
In d o -C h in ese  p e o p le s  fo rm  p a r t  and  w ith in  w h ic h  th e ir  so c ie tie s  have 
fo r  c e n tu r ie s  fo u n d  su s te n a n c e  an d  m ean in g ; as su c h , i t  g o es beyond 
a n y th in g  a t te m p te d  b y  th e  N azis .

F o r  ju s t  as th e  v a rio u s  e le m e n ts  o f  liv ing  S o u th -E a s t  Asia form 
p a r ts  o f  a  t ig h tly  w o v en  an d  in tr ic a te  w eb , so  d o e s  th is  reg io n  form 
o n e  e le m e n t  in  a  g re a te r  g lo b a l e c o s y s te m . T h e  d e s tru c tio n  of 
In d o -C h in a  c a n n o t  th u s  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  is o la tio n ; th e  d iseases bom 
o f  w ar reco g n ise  n o  b o u n d a r ie s , th e  c h em ica ls  p o u re d  on  the 
d e v a s ta te d  lan d scap e  f in d  th e ir  w ay  in to  th e  o c e a n , th e  o il b o u n d  for 
V ie tn a m  sp ills  in to  th e  o f fs h o re  w a te rs  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes of 
A m e ric a , th e  b ru ta l is a t io n  an d  th e  d ru g  a d d ic tio n  b re d  b y  war in 
In d o -C h in a  fe e d s  b ack  in to  th e  A m erican  in te rn a l s i tu a t io n .

A n d , in d e e d , th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  In d o -C h in a  is d if fe r e n t  only in 
d eg ree  b u t  n o t  in  essence  f ro m  th e  w o rld -w id e  soc ia l a n d  ecological 
d e s tru c t io n  b e in g  w ro u g h t b y  “ a  c iv ilisa tio n  o u t  o f  c o n tro l” . Five 
th o u s a n d  m iles m ay  se p a ra te  th e  d y in g  m an g ro v e  fo re s ts  and 
m u rd e re d  p e a s a n t c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  M ek o n g  d e lta  fro m  the 
m e n a c e d  sh o re s  o f  M a n a p o u ri o r  th e  in c reas in g ly  p o llu te d  New 
Z ea lan d  e n v iro n m e n t. B u t a re  n o t  b o th  th e  In d o -C h in ese  a n d  th e  New 
Z ea lan d  s i tu a tio n s  t o  b e  lo c a te d  s im p ly  a t  d if fe r e n t  p o in ts  along the 
sam e p sy c h o lo g ic a l c o n tin iu m ?  Ja m e s  B a ld w in  lo n g  ago  com m ented: 
“ I t  is  a  te r r ib le , an  in e x o ra b le  law  th a t  o n e  c a n n o t  d e n y  th e  hum anity 
o f  a n o th e r  w i th o u t  d im in ish in g  o n e ’s o w n ; in  th e  face  o f  o n e ’s victim 
o n e  sees o n e s e l f ’.

D o  n o t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  eco lo g ica l a n d  so c ia l p ro b le m s  which 
c o n f ro n t  u s  in  o u r  so c ie ty  h av e  th e ir  ro o ts  in  t h a t  d e n ia l o f  hum anity 
an d  th a t  o b se ss io n  w ith  te c h n o lo g y  w h ic h  a lo n e  m ak e  i t  possib le  for 
u s to  a c c e p t, o r  co n n iv e  in , th e  p ro ce sse s  o f  e c o c id e  in  In do -C h ina?

THE
(situ

KEITH BUCHANAN
Twenty-five years ago the dawn of the atomic era marked the beginning of man’s ability to terminate all 

life on this planet. During the last five years the perfecting in Indo-China of the techniques of ecocide 
marks another major step along the terminal path of aborting millions of years of evolution.

Genocide as developed by the Nazis involved the mass 
extermination of entire human groups. Ecocide as developed 
by the United States military carries this a stage further for 
ecocide involves the destruction o f the living environment 
which would sustain groups as yet unborn.

I t  is d e f in e d  m o re  fu lly  b y  B arry  W eisberg  as “ th e  p re m e d ita te d  
assau lt o f  a  n a tio n  an d  i ts  re so u rce s  ag a in s t th e  in d iv id u a ls , c u ltu re  
an d  b io lo g ica l fab ric  o f  a n o th e r  c o u n try  a n d  i ts  e n v iro n s .”  (E c o c id e  in  
In d o -C h in a ; th e  E co lo g y  o f  W ar, S an  F ra n c isc o , 1 9 7 0 ).

T h e  use o f  th is  te c h n iq u e  o f  to ta l  w a r in  In d o -C h in a  h a s  re su lte d  in  
“ th e  m o s t ex ten s iv e  p re m e d ita te d  eco lo g ica l c a ta s tro p h e  in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  th is  p la n e t”  a n d  i t  w as h is  f irs t-h an d  aw aren ess  o f  th e  scale 
o f  th is  c a ta s tro p h e  th a t  p ro m p te d  th e  p ro fe s so r  o f  b io lo g y  a t  Y ale 
U n iv e rs ity , A r th u r  W. G a ls to n , to  p ro p o se  ea rly  la s t y e a r  an  
in te rn a tio n a l a g reem en t o u tla w in g  th is  fo rm  o f  w a rfa re . F o r  p a r ts  o f  
In d o -C h in a  i t  is to o  la te ; th e  d e v a s ta tio n  w ro u g h t b y  s a tu ra t io n  
b o m b in g  a n d  ch em ica l p o iso n in g  is su ch  as t o  m ak e  r e c o n s tru c t io n  in  
an y  m ean in g fu l sense im p o ssib le  fo r  d ecad es .

FINAL SOLUTION
T h e  te c h n iq u e s  o f  eco c id e  have  b e e n  dev ised  to  m e e t  th e  ch a llen g e  

o f  a p e o p le ’s w ar. G iven  th a t  th e  re la tio n  o f  th e  g u e rrilla  to  th e  
so c ie ty  to  w h ich  h e  b e lo n g s  is  as th a t  o f  th e  fish  to  th e  sea , a  g u e rrilla  
en em y  c a n n o t  be  d e fe a te d  b y  c o n v e n tio n a l w ar.

U n d e r  such  c o n d itio n s , a n d  given  th e  m o u n tin g  f ru s tra t io n  o f  th e  
m ilita ry  an d  th e  im p a tie n c e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  e le c to ra te ,  i t  w as 
in ev itab le  th a t  th e  th in k in g  o f  th o se  w h o  m ak e  up  th e  A m erican  
“ m i l i ta r y - in d u s t r ia l - a c a d e m ic - s c ie n t i f ic  c o m p le x ”  sh o u ld  tu rn  
increasing ly  to  a  “ F in a l S o lu tio n ”  b y  “ d ry in g  u p ”  th e  p e a s a n t “ sea”  
o n  w h ich  th e  gu errilla  d ep en d s . T h is  is b e in g  d o n e  b y  s a tu ra tio n  
b o m b in g  desig n ed  e ith e r  to  e lim in a te  o r  te r ro r ise  th e  ru ra l  p o p u la t io n  
an d  b y  th e  m assive use o f  ch em ica l w e a p o n s  w h ich  m ak e  th e  
c o u n try s id e  u n in h a b ita b le .

T h is  “ F in a l S o lu tio n ”  o r , e u p h e m is tic a lly , “ fo rc e d  u r b a n is a t io n ” , is 
a sso c ia ted  w ith  S am u e l H u n tin g to n  o f  H arv ard  U n iv e rs ity . T lu  
success o f  th e  p o licy  to  d a te  m ay  b e  m e a su re d  b y  so m e  4  m illio n  
V ie tn am ese  c a su a ltie s  (o n e -q u a rte r  o f  th e  e n tire  p o p u la t io n ) ,  b y  th e  
g e n e ra tio n  o f  7 m illio n  d isp laced  p e a sa n ts , b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  to d a y  6 0  
p e rc e n t o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m ’s p o p u la t io n  d w ells  in  th e  “ u r b a n ”  a reas , as 
again st 15 p e rc e n t in  1955  (S a ig o n ’s p o p u la t io n  h a s  in c rea se d  te n fo ld , 
to  3 m illio n , in  te n  y ea rs  so  th a t  i t  is n o w  th e  m o s t d en se ly  p e o p le d  
c ity  in  th e  w o rld  w ith  tw o  an d  a  h a lf  t im e s  th e  d e n s ity  o f  T o k y o ) .

DEMOLISHED SOCIETY
T h e  p sy ch ic  b o n d  o f  th e  v illager to  h is  village is b ro k e n , th e  v illage 

its e lf  ra zed , i ts  tre e s  k illed  b y  d e fo lia tio n  an d  its  p a d d y  f ie ld s  and  
irrig a tio n  sy s tem s d e s tro y e d  b y  b o m b in g . T h e  f in a l h u m a n  
d e s tru c t io n  is ach ieved  b y  re lo c a tio n  in re fu g ee  c a m p s , a  re lo c a tio n  
w h ich  ig n o res  every  tie  o f  fam ily  an d  k in sh ip  a n d  re d u c e s  th e  
t ig h tly -k n it p e a sa n t so c ie ty  to  an  a n o n y m o u s  m ass o f  d a z e d  and  
d iso r ie n te d  h u m a n  be in g s . S ay s a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  D efen ce  c o n s u lta n t 
o n  th ese  p rocesses: “ We hav e , o f  c o u rse , d e m o lish e d  th e  so c ie ty  o f  
V ie tn a m ..........”

F ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  view  o f  th e  A m erican s  th e  n ew  p o licy  h a d  tw o  
m a jo r  ad v an tag es . F irs t, i t  e n a b le d  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  t o  m ak e  
m a x im u m  use o f  its  tech n o lo g ica l s u p e r io r i ty - a n d  to  d o  th is  w ith  th e  
m in im u m  o f  w o rld  o b se rv a tio n . S e c o n d , th e  r e d u c t io n  in  th e  ro le  o f  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g ro u n d  tro o p s  as th e  p o licy  o f  “ sea rch  an d  d e s t ro y ”  
gave p lace to  th e  sim p le r po licy  o f  “ d e s tro y ”  m ad e  i t  po ss ib le  f o r  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t to  b lu n t  d o m e s tic  d iss a tis fa c tio n  b y  
ach iev ing  a sh a rp  fall in th e  n u m b e r  o f  U n ite d  S ta te s  ca su a ltie s  a n d  b y  
w ith d ra w in g  all save th e  spec ia lised  u n its  n e e d e d  to  im p le m e n t th e  
new  ty p e  o f  w ar. U n ite d  S ta te s  g ro u n d  t r o o p s  can  b e  re p laced  b y

A sian  m erc e n a r ie s  w h ic h , f ro m  th e  A m erican  an g le , h av e  tw o  
ad v an tag es : th e y  c o s t a  f ra c tio n  a  G .I . c o s ts  a n d  th e  d o lla rs  p a id  t o  
th e ir  m a s te rs  h e lp  t o  c o n s o lid a te  th e  e c o n o m ic  p o s i t io n  o f  su ch  
r ic k e ty  reg im es as th a t  o f  S o u th  K o rea .

SATURATION BOMBING
T h e  te c h n iq u e  o f  s a tu ra t io n  b o m b in g  re a c h e d  i ts  p e a k  in  th e  

b o m b in g  o f  K h e  San ea r ly  in  1 9 6 8 ; h e re , in to  a  circ le  so m e  five  m ile s  
in  d ia m e te r  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  b o m b s  w ere  d ro p p e d  in  six  w e e k s - 5 0 0 0  
to n s  a  sq u a re  m ile . O n  In d o -C h in a  as a  w h o le , a c co rd in g  to  P e n ta g o n  
so u rces , a  to ta l  o f  5% m ill io n  to n s  o f  b o m b s  w as d ro p p e d  f ro m  19 6 5  
to  M arch , 1 9 7 1 ; th is  w as h a lf  th e  o rd n a n c e  e x p e n d e d .

T h e  c e s sa tio n  o f  th e  b o m b in g  o f  th e  N o r th  in  N o v e m b e r , 1 9 6 8 , 
m e a n t n o  d im in u tio n  in  th e  d e s tru c tiv e  o n s la u g h t;  i t  m e re ly  m a d e  i t  
p o ss ib le  t o  sw itc h  th e  fu ll fo rc e  o f  U n ite d  S ta te s  a ir  p o w e r  t o  S o u th  
V ie tn a m  a n d  L ao s  an d  b y  M arch , 1 9 6 9 , th e  lev e l o f  b o m b a rd m e n t  
h a d  re a c h e d  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  a m o n th .  B y m i d - 1 9 7 0  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
so r tie s  a  m o n th  o v e r  L ao s  a lo n e  h a d  c lim b e d  f ro m  2 0 ,0 0 0  to  2 7 ,0 0 0  
a n d  s a tu ra t io n  b o m b in g  h ad  b e e n  e x te n d e d  to  p a r ts  o f  C a m b o d ia .

T h e  tro o p s  m ay  d e p a r t - y e t  th e  c irc le  o f  d e a th  c o n tin u e s  to  
w i d e n . . . .  (F o r  M arch , 197 1 , th e  la s t  m o n th  f o r  w h ic h  s ta tis t ic s  a re  
av a ilab le , th e  to n n a g e  d ro p p e d  w as  9 2 ,1 9 1 , e q u iv a le n t to  1.1 m illio n  
to n s  a  y e a r .)

HABITAT DESTROYED
T h e  im m e d ia te  h u m a n  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th is  o n s la u g h t w ill b e  

e v id e n t f ro m  th e  d a ta  g iven  ea r lie r ; to  th e se  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  th e  
p h y s ic a l c o n s e q u e n c e s—th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  e a r th  as a  h a b i ta t  fo r  
m a n .

A n d  in  th is  c o n te x t  tw o  th in g s  m u s t b e  b o rn e  in  m in d ; f irs t ,  th a t  
V ie tn a m e se  t r a d i t io n a l  so c ie ty  w as ov e r-w h e lm in g ly  a  p e a s a n t s o c ie ty , 
an  “ e a r th -b o u n d ”  s o c ie ty ; s e c o n d , th a t  i t  w as a lso  a “ h y d ra u l ic ”  
so c ie ty , d e p e n d e n t  on  an in tr ic a te  a n d  so p h is tic a te d  sy s tem  o f  
ir r ig a tio n  fo r  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  i ts  s ta p le  c ro p , r ic e .

S a tu ra t io n  b o m b in g  h a s  c re a te d  a lu n a r  lan d scap e  o v er vas t areas . 
In  1 9 6 7 -6 8  a lo n e , 3 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  50001b  to  7501b b o m b s  w ere  d r o p p e d  
o n  V ie tn a m , each  c re a tin g  c ra te r s  u p  to  4 5  f e e t  acro ss an d  3 0  f e e t  
d e e p . T h is  b o m b in g , says M alco lm  S o m erv ille , “ h a s  a m o u n te d  to  
p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t m assive e x c a v a tio n  p ro je c t  in  m a n k in d ’s h is to ry . I t  
d w a rfs  th e  S u ez  C an a l a n d  P an am a  C an a l p ro je c ts , b o th  in v o lv in g  th e  
e x c a v a tio n  o f  a b o u t  a  q u a r te r  o f  a b il l io n  c u b ic  y a rd s  o f  e a r th .  T h e  
to ta l  c r a te r e d  a rea  in  In d o -C h in a  ex c e e d s  th e  a rea  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  
C o n n e c t ic u t,  5 0 0 0  sq u a re  m ile s”  (E co c id e  in  In d o -C h in a , p .7 0 ) .  N o t 
o n ly  h as  th e  b o m b in g  d e s tro y e d  th e  ir r ig a tio n  sy s tem s o v er w id e  
a reas , it  h a s  a lso  c o n t r ib u te d  m a rk e d ly  to  so il e ro s io n  ( fo r  th e  n e w ly  
e x p o s e d  so il is  h ig h ly  su scep tib le  to  g u lly in g ), to  th e  f o rm a tio n  o f  
u se less ro c k  p a v e m e n ts  ( la te r i te )  o n  th e  d r ie d -o u t p a d d y  fie ld s , a n d  to  
th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  frag ile  b u t  p o te n tia lly  r ich  p e a t  so ils su c h  as th o se  
o f  th e  C a  M au p e n in s u la . A n d  th e  w a te r- f ille d  c ra te r s  fo rm  id ea l 
b re e d in g  g ro u n d s  fo r  th e  m a la r ia l m o sq u ito e s .

CHEMICAL ATTACK
T h e  ch e m ic a l o n s la u g h t la u n c h e d  b y  th e  A m erican  m ili ta ry  ag a in st 

th e  V ie tn a m e se  p e a s a n try  m ay  w ell h av e  ev en  m o re  d e s tru c tiv e  
lo n g -te rm  co n se q u e n c e s  th a n  th e  s a tu ra tio n  b o m b in g  since th e re  is 
ev id en ce  th a t  th e  s u b s ta n c e s  u sed  (2 4 5 T  an d  2 4 D  ad v e rtise d  an d  u sed  
fo r  w eed  c o n tro l  in  c o u n tr ie s  such  as N ew  Z e a lan d ) a re  te ra to g e n ic  
( fo e tu s -d e fo rm in g )  a n d  h av e  lo n g -te rm  g e n e tic  e f fe c ts  ( fo r  a 
d iscu ss io n  see T h o m a s  W h ites id e  “ D e fo lia tio n ” , N ew  Y o rk  1 9 7 0 ) . 
T h e  a g e n ts  u se d  a re  A g en t O ran g e , a m ix tu re  o f  2 4 5 T  a n d  2 4 D , A g en t 
W hite  a  m ix tu re  o f  24 D  an d  P ic lo ram , an d  A g e n t B lu e , a  fo rm  o f  
a rsen ic . T h ese  are u se d  to  d e s tro y  f o o d  c ro p s  w h ic h  m ig h t b e  u sed  b y  
th e  g u e rrilla s  (an d  to  d e n y  rice  to  2 0 ,0 0 0  g u e rrilla s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
d e s tro y e d  th e  rice  s u p p ly  o f  a m illio n  p e o p le )  a n d  to  e lim in a te  th e
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THE DESTRUCTION OF INDOCHINA 
(situation early Feb. 1971)
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