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L E T T E R  T O  T H E  C H A N C E L L O R S  O F  T H E  E U R O P E A N  
U N I V E R S I T I E S  
A n t o n i n  A r t a u d

V

G e n le m e n :
In the narrow tank which you call 

Thought the rays of the spirit rot like old
s tra w .

E n o u g h  p l a y s  o n  w o r d s ,  s y n t a c t i c  d o d g e s ,  
f o r m u l y - j u g g l i n g ;  n o w  t h e r e  i s  t h e  g r e a t  L a w  
o f  th e  H e a r t  t o  f i n d  t h e  L a w  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a  
L a w  ( a  p r i s o n )  b u t  a  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  S p i r i t  l o s t  
in i t s  o w n  l a b y r i n t h .  F u r t h e r  a w a y  t h a n  
sc ie n ce  w i l l  e v e r  r e a c h ,  t h e r e  w h e r e  t h e  
a r ro w s  o f  r e a s o n  b r e a k  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l u d s  t h i s  
l a b y r in t h  e x i s t s ,  a  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  w h e r e  a l l  t h e  
fo rc e s  o f  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  n e r v e s  o f  
S p ir i t  c o n v e r g e .  I n  t h i s  m a z e  o f  m o v i n g  a n d  
a lw a y s  c h a n g i n g  w a l l s ,  o u t s i d e  a l l  k n o w n  s p o n t a n e o u s  c r e a t i o n  i s  a  m o r e  c o m p l e x  a n d  
fo rm s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  o u r  S p i r i t  s t i r s ,  w a t c h i n g  r e v e l a t o r y  w o r l d  t h a n  a n y  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  
fo r  i t s  m o s t  s e c r e t  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  S o  l e a v e  u s  a l o n e ,  G e n t l e m e n ,  y o u  a r e  
m o v e m e n t s - t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  o n l y  u s u r p e r s .  By w h a t  r i g h t  d o  y o u  c l a i m  t o  
r e v e la t io n ,  a n  a i r  o f  h a v i n g  c o m e  f r o m  c a n a l i z e  h u m a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  a w a r d  
e ls e w h e r e ,  o f  h a v i n g  f a l l e n  f r o m  t h e  s k y .  s p i r i t u a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  m e r i t ?

B u t  t h e  r a c e  o f  p r o p h e t s  i s  e x t i n c t .  Y o u  k n o w  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  y o u  
E u ro p e  c r y s t a l l z i e s .  s l o e l y  m u m m i f i e s  h e r s e l f  i g n o r e  i t s  m o s t  s e c r e t  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  
b e n e a th  t h e  w r a p p i n g s  o f  h e r  f r o n t i e r s  h e r  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h o s e  f o s s i l  i m p r i n t s  s o  c l o s e  
f a c t o r ie s ,  h e r  c o u r t s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  h e r  t o  o u r  o w n  o r i g i n s ,  t h o s e  t r a c t s  w h i c h  
u n iv e r s i t i e s .  T h e  f r o z e n  s p i r i t  c r a c k s  b e t w e e n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  d e e p  i n  
the  m i n e r a l  s t a v e s  w h i c h  c l o s e  u p o n  i t .  T h e  t h e  m o s t  u n e x p l o r e d  l o d e s  o f  o u r  m i n d s  
fa u l t  l i e s  w i t h  y o u r  m o u l d y  s y s t e m s ,  y o u r  In the name of your own logic we say to 
lo g ic  o f  t w o  p l u s  t w o  e q u a l s  f o u r ;  t h e  f a u l t  you: Life stinks, Gentlemen. Look at your 
lies  w i t h  y o u ,  C h a n c e l l o r s ,  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  n e t  faces for a  moment consider your products, 
o f  s y l l o g i s m s .  Y o u  m a n u f a c t u r e  e n g i n e e r s  Through the sieve of your diplomas is 
m a g is t r a t e s ,  d o c t o r s  w h o  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  passing a whole generation of gaunt and 
tru e  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e  b o d y  o r  t h e  c o s m i c  l a w s  bewildered youth. You are the plague of a 
o f  e x i s t e n c e ;  f a l s e  s c h o l a r s  b l i n d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  world, Genltlemen, and so much the better 
w o r ld ,  p h i l o s o p h e r s  w h o  p r e t e n d  t o  for that world, but let it consider itself a 
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  S p i r i t .  T h e  l e a s t  a c t  o f  little less at the head of humanity.

T H E  U N IV E R S I
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ART HISTORV: n LECTURER'S VIEW
ing as neutrality 
Ding nothing at 
erything about 
wrything’s for t  
1 upon your cr

Since t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  A r t  H i s t o r y  t o  B F A  development as a person -  because he is not regards self-knowledge as an individual as a threat when he is required to talk about something wi ,0. 
c o u r s e s  h a s  ( a s  t a u g h t  o r  S t r u c t u r e d  a t  allowed, he is conditioned against this. Balls to the to its continued existence; for self-knowledge will which he does not agree on principle or for whi; E C I A L I S A T I C  
p r e s e n t )  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  academic conscience. question the ideals which have been fed into us to he has little or no interest. This is a crucial issue! ^  ^  ^
b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  a  n e w  o r  a t  l e a s t  When he writes an essay the books are gods, his propagate the system -  we get rid of the bait, it often happens that when a lecturer has deliven 
d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n e  i n  w h i c h  own °Pinions are worth very little the subJect has knowledge will become what it should always have a number of classes on a particular subject, lit ^  societ
the academic discipline o f  art history is been treated 80 many times bef0re " n° WOnder! been -  the knowledge of what 1 am in myself and likely to lose interest and present the material it ,eUectuals_ and 

u  a  a  • c  e  u  u  „ u  there * * *  so many medlocre essays, poor, in relation to others, it will extend myself to the manner which may be boring if he cannot by son Hh
abandoned in favour o f  an approach whl h indifferentj try harder next time, try harder to; point where I live at peace with others and my means revive his own interest. This is the dangei l hand and thp 
allows the individual Student to  transform efface your own personality, your own feelings, environment in realization of my full potential. a system which relies on giving out all the time,o K n the most de, 
into an active com plem ent to  his creative then once you have become a non-person you The lecture system is impersonal, it admits very present lecture system. The situation escalati eative intellects 
developm ent. might be able to write an academically sound essay little human contact. The lecture system is the until the lecturer fells he has somehow to hideti (refore concejv,

Since creative development is synonymous with (which is so bloody easy if you can conquer your theatre in which the lecturer can do nothing but disinterest which he feels -  follows an attempt entaj activity ©
act the role of lecturer. The role of the lecturer and feign interest; the acting begins and consuentwi kx! deal of our 
of the student is an enforced false identity, this is a sense of futility

personality development, and applicable to 
everyone, it may even be true that every student 
should be granted the freedom to make personally 
meaningful what is at present an unrealistic and 
often meaningless exercise. How often does the 
student feel that he is writing an essay which has 
been treated by hundreds of students before and of 
which the result has been gauged by scholars far

resistance.)
Don’t make errors, we are training, torturing 

you to be perfect, you’ve got to be perfect to be 
useful to society. How can you possibly exist, how 
can you face another person if you aren’t perfect. 
All imperfect people should be hidden. And we all 
try and hide. If we could only not be afriad of 
making mistakes, we would begin to exist as fully

more experienced than himself. The 
futility. The difference between 
text-book knowledge and each student is self.

As a possible model for a revised course for 
BFA teaching, aspects of which could well be 
extended to BA, it is worthwhile examining the 
principles behind the method of teaching of DFA 
courses at the School of Fine Arts. At the present 
these courses are still very much in an experimental 
phase and since the introduction in 1971 there 
have been a number of changes in structure to 
accord with the underlying principles.

In terms of art history, the initial basis for the 
course is an understanding that the student’s own 
development in a process of self-analysis his being 
in relation to his environment, is of far greater 
importance than his ability to manipulate abstract 
symbols. If the abstract symbols of standard 
learning and method become meaningful (by 
identification with a problem, by projection of self 
into), then the symbols exist no longer as symbols 
for they are gjyen reality. When a discipline is 
pursued for its own sake, it becomes abstract and 
divorced from reality with very little meaning . 
except as a game or occupation. The game concept 
is a good one for many students’ interest and high 
academic ability rest on this alone. In an effort to 
force themselves to succeed in the system they 
unconsciously create a game out of the whole 
business; it is the only way they can make 
acceptable to themselves abstract knowledge. 
Students who fail or receive poor marks are those 
who are bad players or who refuse to play the 
game, in other words they cannot find an artificial 
means to project into or identify with the problem.

Students cannot identify with a problem if they 
have hanging over their heads a sword of Damacles 
-  the academic yardstick. They are obliged by 
virtue of the system to act according to their 
concept of what a student is, which in turn is

sense of related human beings. Education should accept the 
standard fact that people are human. Being human is being 

imperfect. Let the whole of living be made up of 
making mistakes freely without the fear of being 
pounced upon.

In the histories truth does not exist, 
contemporary consciousness determines the 
historical reconstruction at any time. So why 
should we always be after truth. A student should 
be able to tackle his own subject in such a way that 
he measures only what he gets out of it, and this, ? 
through his human errors, his knowledge that 
no one will ever be right, will be a springboard to 
self-knowledge. My own personal truth is far more 
important to me than objective truth.

Through study and research into different 
fields, a person, if allowed, un-hemmed by outside 
standards, can gain more in a short time than three 
or four years of bondage to inhuman ideals.

The method of teaching I advocate is one in 
which people are regarded as the most important 
element, not the subject; where a student’s work is 
directed by his own needs and interests a seminar 
system based on the inter-change of information 
and ideas between staff and students (it is not an 
impossibility for a student to fill the gaps in a 
lecturer’s knowledge) that a student may choose 
his own subject for research in essays and 
ultimately that these essays are read and discussed 
by other students and staff and are not assessed by 
marks, that examinations are abolished. The need 
for assessment only arises once the numbers of 
students are so vast that individual contact 
becomes impossible. Through close contact and on 
the basis of an equal realtionship with the member 
of staff, a student’s progress can be noted, not in 
terms of accademic standard but of personal 
development.

Assessment is the invevitable product of 
mass production. Education and carrot-dangling is

indicated by their lecturers and their premium 
conditioning. In other words they are rarely free — 
pushed into a false and often untenable position 
where they have to cough up what is expected of 
them, and by making a frantic effort to return to 
their own personal identities they run the risk of 
being failed. Consequently they get the impression 
that they are failures because society has labelled 
them as such, but society never explains they are 
only academic failures. In terms of themselves they 
are a success for they have realized their humanity, 
yet the system makes them believe they have failed 
within themselves -  a political mystification of 
alarming proportions.

The University system so far has held up a 
standard by which a student measures himself the 
standard is the corporate body of knowledge 
gained up to the present, it is books by scholars, it 
is the lecturer the staff. He continually measures 
himself against thse false standards butrarely does 
he measure his discoveries in relation to his own

the most severe and underhand method we have 
for conditioning people to live at peace with the 
system, and at war with themselves. Education 
should provide the necessary tolerance for people 
to learn to live at peace with themselves and others 
in a state of total fulfilment.

The degree itself is nothing more than a 
certificate stating that the undersigned is able to 
exercise a certain amount of control in intellectual 
reasoning, that employers are assured of a 
disciplined and relatively hard-working bargain, 
one who has survived the pressures so far and is 
likely to continue withou letting the company 
down. The degree is a capitalist insurance policy, it 
is significant only in terms of what the graduate 
a u w k ^ o i^ s o c ie ty ^ ju ^ ^

is an entorced tatse identity, this is a sense of futility and gross lack fctellectual have' 
Learning and teaching alike in such a mechanised fulfilment. legalisation are
system is unrealistic because it denies personality If, as in a seminar system, there was feedba ive in relation tc 
and contact with others. Learning is not solipsistic from the class, if there were questions on the top [ f j ^ T  I S  A N  E  
like masturbation of schizophrenia, it is knowledge being discussed, the lecturer’s interest a: often an exp 
gained through contact with others, consequently involvement would be activated The questio |,owiedge a Ion 
giving out in a lecture theatre is a one-way drag. would differ with each class and consequently ej round jt by settj 

The present relationship between lecturer and session would a new experience, a nt. y, the archive 
student, one the omniscient godhead and the life-situation at one and the same time fulfill Lost all there ii 
underling, has been perpetrated by the student and both parties firstly the student who could dire ^  any m0re. I 
staff alike. In this situation it is so easy for the the seminar into aspects which were of parties (trots along am 
member of staff to become totally alienated from interest to him as an individual and secondly, ou were “stupi 
himself, to set up a facade which he feels his role would provide sufficient variation for the lecturi v̂jng to sit throi 
demands of him, and to switch off his personality In other words the situation would be far mo niversity expert

realistic since the lecturer would be responding: 
real people who had a voice. In this way l] T O  C H A N C  
student can open up new avenues by posing nt T O  T R A N S  
questions, he can keep the lecturers mind o p e n ! ;  The learning 
new opinions worth discussing, in short he c easons. Above 
open up for the lecturer a whole new world, j |b0ut “grades” a 
student in relation to the lecturer can teach him here are various 
this way the inter-course could be m utual ach of these lev< 
fulfilling. The danger is that our teaching c (Hows. Being 
become static if we are not acted upon by oth inowledge and 
people, and in the lecture system this is im possib l neans of your hi 
In a role free seminar system there is mutt Most people 
enrichment. Here we approach what I hold tot leas has been c 
the essence of learning. We learn from each oth ;uestion their fe 

I hate people projecting onto me an ima; lost people still 
which is first of all not me, and which to maintai ‘ready” to tackh 
produces tensions within myself. At every stagi

O U R S U B M I S !
This fear o f  error which every thing recalls s | ^ost pe0pie 

me at every moment o f  the f lig h t o f  m y ideas, tk pmd themselves 
mania fo r  control, makes man prefer reason ^ ty  js run ; 
imagination to the to the imagination o f  the sensei cmething with 
A nd  ye t is is always the imagination alone whichi Ljj, wben be s 
at work. Nothing, neither s trict logic » inot the objects. 
overwhelming impression, can convince me a b o i «jhange the wor 
reality, can convince me that I  am not basin ^ntroi tjlejr OW] 
reality on a delirium  o f  interpretation. But in ih hrpg NOT D 
case o f  the sense man, after absorbing the teachin\ jbout what wg & 
o f  various trad itiona l schools has begun to hat [ are jear^ 
doubts about himself; one can imagine by *  LjchKs 
play o f  m irrors this has been at the expense of ih bave bg(
opposite thought process reasoning. A nd  thern 
have man a prey to  mathematics. In  trying tofn ■ Qrhave we? 
h im self from  matter he has become the prisoner ^  present 

the properties o f  matter. Ltinuing passi
B e y o n d  its  discoveries, surprises arfiMR students a

PREPARE FOR A BETTER JOB 
WITH HIGHER PAY

$94,000 extra income in a lifetime
U.S. Government figures show the average high 
school graduate earns $94,000 more than the 
non-graduate. Here’s what the extra money can 
mean:

Live in a home of 
your own in a fine 
neighborhood.

Drive a new car, provide 
other luxuries for your 

family.

.V .
Watch your savings account 

grow.

MIIHORITV and
The University.

improbabilities, reason’s greatest triumph deritt 
from  the confirm ation it  provides o f  popular em 

I  no longer wish to  refrain from  the error.; 
my fingers, the errors o f  my eyes. I  know now Ik 
these errors are no t jus t boody traps but curia 
paths leading towards a destination that they ah 
can reveal to me.

Aragot

Similarly the role of lecturer can often be 
defense using the abstraction of academic stand» 
as a security. It is easy to hide behind a role fort! 
role is a shield and the paramon firm of attacks! 
it are not felt by the self beneath. But to admit ai 
freely expose human faults and potential is fi 
more difficult.

Alan Wrigt
Lecturer Art History Departmei

reasons each gro 
ceased to be the 
things which re;

PRESENT STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY RIGIDLY 
REINFORCES THE AUTHORITARIAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE 
OUTSIDE IT.

Classes are divided into lecturer/pupils. The construction of 
lecture theatres makes it difficult, if not impossible, to break down 
this division. As students we have little or no say in our own 
learning.

1st. We have very little choice in our degree structure. It has 
been decided in advance what subjects we should take with others. 
During enrolment, and after, we act as pawns in a man-made world 
of fate. The “experts” decide whether the words on our form are 
compatible or not-and our destiny begins. Our relations with the 
enrollers cannot go beyond the momentum of the occasion. They 
“know” we are “ignorant” . Yet at enrolmant level their superiority 
is based on knowing how to grease the great bureaucratic machine 
of the university. The content of this knowledge, and the validity of 
perpetuating it in this manner goes by unquestioned.

Our acceptance then, and later, can only be understood in the 
context of an already substantial education in submission.
OUR SUBMISSION DOES NOT STOP THERE’

2nd In accordance with the labels laid out on our enrolment 
forms we attend lectures. We are rarely given any say in either the.

content of what we are “taught” or in the structure of the teaching 
situation. Again it is assumed that they know what is best for us and 
we submit.

23rd It is also assumed that we will “progress” from lesser to 
greater knowledge. In reality this means that by your third year you 
will dissect at length a subject which was considered unimportant or 
secondary in your 1st year. No one seems to question the change of 
emphasis.

Most people are, in fact, consumed with staking out their area of 
“specialisation” . Specialisation of knowledge perpetuates the 
competitive backbiting and division which is one of the most widely

produce so many “originals” , (could it be that originality ill 
elsewhere? could it be better expressed through individual choJ 
and research of a subject which directly concerned a particulll 
students life?)
WE NEED BOOKS. BUT WE MUST OVERCOME BOOd | 
WORSHIP. WHICH IS DIVORCE FROM THE ACTUAlj 
SITUATION.
HOW CAN WE OVERCOME BOOK WORSHIP? THE 
ONLY WAY IS TO INVESTIGATE THE ACTUAL 
SITUATION.

MAO TSE-TUNG

Editors:

P h o to g ra ;

acknowledged features of capitalist society. It is assumed that every 
other person is your potential enemy because he could seize “your” NO ONE SEEMS TO WORRY that their detailed studies of
ideas. Whose ideas are they anyway? We are somehow taught to 
value “originality” and “difference from others” , yet most of us 
read exactly the same books (before specialisation really sets in).It 
seems rather remarkable that exactly the same material should

minutae give them very little time to study anything else. Veryfei 
of us ever study anything directly connected with present society 
(do they have their reasons for this?). Even when we study present 
society, as in sociology, we usually do so by way of systems analyse; 
which teach us something about ordering the present structure into 
neat lines and boxes but nothing about criticising or changing the 
present structure, or of our everyday relations with other people 
The academic, it is assumed, weighs all sides of the question and| 
remains “neutral” . Very few people ask whether there is such a



ling as neutrality. If you look upon yourialf as neutral, look again, 
toing nothing about anything is tantamount to saying: I accept 
rerything about the present society, nothing can be changed and 
rerything’s for the best. If you criticise the status quo and don’t 
ct upon your criticism,you may in fact be supporting the status 

out something wi jo.
inciple or for win E Q A L I S A T I O N  H A S  S O C I O - H I S T O R I C  R E A S O N S  T O O
is a crucial issue ^  nQt onjy cftoose within a particular subjeci-the existence of

iat subject itself can only be understood in the context of a class;cturer has delivei
ticular subject, h; socjety We are-manual workers , technicians or 
,ent the material■ itellectuals—and. it is assumed that there is not much overlap 
f he cannot by so: etween these divisions. The highly questionable division between 
This is the dangei L |,an(j an(j the head, is being perpetuated. In any physical work, 
out all the time, a (en the most degraded and mechanical, there exists a minimum of 
situation escalan Katjve intellectual effort. The idea of purely physical labour is 

omehow to hideii |erefore conceived with difficulty. Yet many of us accept purely 
Hows an attempt ienta| activity, completedly divorced from practical activity, for a 
s and consuentwi deal 0f our university lives. What function does the University 
and gross lack itellectual have? The bread is proliferating, the categories of 

legalisation are multiplying-and no one asks what function they 
there was feedbn ive in relation to the majority of modern day society, 

lestions on the top M A T  I S  A N  E X P E R T ?
rer s interest ai often an expert is someone who has staked out his field of 
ted The questio nowledge a long time ago. He has put up a barbed wire fence 
d consequently ej [0un(j ft by setting it all down between the heavy covers of a book, 
cperience, a ne , fti the archives of “unpublished theses”. He thinks he knows 
same time fulfill: |most all there is to know about his subject, so there’s no need to 
it who could dire m  any more. He’s got all his lectures written out too. Every year 
h were of partial c trots along and delivers them to a different set of neophytes. (If 
ual and secondly, ou were “stupid” enough to fail his unit you are punished by 
ion for the lecture aving to sit through the same material, including the same jokes). A 
would be far ma Diversity expert is a tomb of dead knowledge, 

ild be responding.
e. In this way t| T O  C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D  -  M A R X  
nues by posing nt | T O  T R A N S F O R M  L I F E  -  R I M B A U D
turers mind open! The learning process as it exists at present is import for other 
rg, in short he reasons. Above all, we learn about “progress” , about “success” 
hole new world, ( (bout “grades” and about submission. We learn, in other words, that 
rer can teach him Here are various levels of knowledge through which we progress. At 
could be mutui ach of these levels there are further distinctions between us and our 
t our teaching c fellows. Being successful means progressing up the scale of 
icted upon by oth [nowledge and defeating all the other people along the way by 
!m this is impossit neans of your higher grades.
:m there is mutt j Most people are hardly aware that their initiation into these 
h what I hold toi leas has been confirmed. IN their third year they rarely stop to 
trn from each othe |uestion their feelings of superiority with regard to first years-and 
onto me an ima jost people still feel gratified by a high mark. They also feel more 
id which to maint- ‘ready” to tackle more “difficult” subjects.
If. At every stage we submit.

OUR S U B M I S S I O N  D O E S  N O T  S T O P  T H E R E .
very thing recalls a Most people become fatalists of one sort or another-that is they 
jh t o f  m y ideas, tk themselves believing that they can’t really change the way 
ian Pref er reasm eciety is run. Society is thought of as something outside them, 
m tion o f  the sensti pmething with its own momentum &  own laws. Marx blasted this 
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FREE
UNIVERSITY 
AND 
SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTION
THERE have been sundry complaints that the program of 
examining authority from all its main aspects is dull fare. This 
indicates that the complainants are neither following the programme 
intelligently, nor are they prepared to work. In fact, they have come 
solely for entertainment.

Let’s do the dog-work first, get some real telling evidence on the 
tapes, prepare a statement with some guts, THEN look for the 
entertainment when authorities and authoritarians are challenged to 
reply to our statement. We need workers, not only on the rostrum 
and the floor, at sessions, but in editing, advertising, raising the 
necessary, and always discussing with others what we are on about. 
10 min. papers from the floor are also hoped for on any aspect of 
the chosen subject.

The formal University of today has built up a mountain of 
knowledge and yet suffers from a peculiar form of institutionalism 
where its previous freedoms are falling before the pressures of 
commercialism. Concern for the economic future of students is 
weighing more in directing the design of courses and shifting the 
accent on the importance of disciplines and the direction of their 
enquiry. Have we learned so much of truth as it concerns man and 
his aspirations that we can afford to downgrade the once dominant 
Philosophy and discard the humanist side of Psychology? From 
where do we take our directional orders? What is the Authority we 
obey? Certainly little notice is taken of that social phenomenon the 
evergreen student, and academic revolutionary concern. The main 
concern of the establishment is to smother these manifestations.

It may be no exaggeration to say that the best and most socially 
useful aspects of Philosophy, Psychology, and Anthropology have 
migrated to other disciplines or gone underground.

In adopting the principle and developing the technique of social 
construction, Free University aims to establish continuity and 
broaden its social impact. It is hoped also to serve the original 
concept of University where people of concern and learning 
gathered together in open forum to exchange views and receive light 
from each other.

The following was the original concept of Social Construction 
and how it should work.
1. First reduce the subject to its elements.
2. Discard any aspect which fails to meet the values agreed.
3. Search for new elements which might forward these values.
4. Attempt reconstruction of the subject.

If the total group agrees that the subject reconstructed is sound, 
it becomes part of their opinion on which they are prepared to act 
socially.

This years chosen subject concerns Authority.

One might say that Authority is neither in you or in me, but 
between us.

With the explosion of knowledge has come a rapidly widening 
communication gap between the disciplines and a break in 
cohesiveness of purpose in the University. The pursuit of an Arts 
degree has suffered a distinct eclipse, its active outlets now being 
teaching and social service. Yet a modified Arts course should 
become the aim of every student as a necessary aid to the art of 
living and being socially relevant.

The main function of Free University using the principle of 
Social Construction could very well be to bring together the spirit of 
revolutionary concern, academic, student, and public, in open 
forum to refine their ideas, their realities, and share their light. 
From this may develop the courage and knowledge to seriously 
challenge the power of the profit motive, which has no concern for 
higher aspirations, harmonious relations, or the environmental 
health of the great mass of humanity.

The aim of Free University is not to attract a crowd of indolent 
people looking for something new and sensational to entertain or 
ease their boredom, but to sharpen their intellectual perception and 
help them to more effectively frame their questioning. To 
strengthen their will to work for and shape the world of tomorrow.

Free University is for those preparing for social commitment and 
living to their full potential. -

Bill Tong
(Servant of Free University) 
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A  G A Y  L I B E R A T I O N - P A R T  O F  T H E  R E V O L U T I O N

Reprinted from RAMPARTS'
F o r  g a y  p e o p l e , t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t  i s  t o  s e e  l i m ­

i t e d  s e x u a l i t y  a s  a n  e n d  r e s u l t  o f  m a l e  s u p r e m a c y  
a n d  s e x  r o l e s .  G a y ,  i n  i t s  m o s t  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s e n s e ,  
m e a n s  n o t  h o m o s e x u a l ,  b u t  s e x u a l l y  f r e e .  T h i s  i n ­

c l u d e s  a  l o n g - r a n g e  v i s i o n  o f  s e n s u a l i t y  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  s e x ­
u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h i s  s e x u a l  f r e e d o m  i s  n o t  s o m e  k i n d  o f  
g r o o v y  l i f e  s t y l e  w i t h  l o t s  o f  s e x ,  d o i n g  w h a t  f e e l s  g o o d  i r ­
r e s p e c t i v e  o f  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  s e x u a l  f r e e d o m  p r e m i s e d  u p o n  
t h e  n o t i o n  o f  p l e a s u r e  t h r o u g h  e q u a l i t y ,  n o  p l e a s u r e  w h e r e  
t h e r e  i s  i n e q u a l i t y .

S t r a i g h t  p e o p l e  ( a n d  s o m e  g a y s )  c r i n g e  w h e n  w e  c h a n t  
“ T w o ,  f o u r ,  s i x ,  e i g h t ,  g a y  i s  t w i c e  a s  g o o d  a s  s t r a i g h t ! ”  
T h i s  s l o g a n  r e f l e c t s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a s  
a  s u p e r i o r  w a y  o f  l i f e  t o  h e t e r o s e x u a l i t y  a s  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  
i t .  H e t e r o s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  e n c u m b e r e d  b y  n o t i o n s  
o f  h o w  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e h a v e .  I t  i s  a  
s y s t e m  w h i c h  h a s ^  m a l ^ s u p r e m a c y  b u i l t  i n — a l t h o u g h  I  h a v e  
s e e n  m a n y  s t r a i g h t  p e o p l e  e n g a g e d  i n  h o n e s t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
s e x i s m .  H o m o s e x u a l s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  s e x ­
i s m  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  t h a n  s t r a i g h t s  t o  b u i l d  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  b a s e d  o n  e q u a l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f  r o l e s .  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b r o k e n  w i t h  g e n d e r  p r o g r a m ­
m i n g ,  s o  w e  c a n  m o r e  e a s i l y  m o v e  t o w a r d  e q u a l i t y .

G a y  i s  g o o d  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .  T h e  a r t i f i c i a l  c a t e g o r i e s  “ h e t e r o ­
s e x u a l ”  a n d  “ h o m o s e x u a l ”  h a v e  b e e n  l a i d  o n  u s  b y  a  s e x i s f  
s o c i e t y .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  b o r n  s e x u a l .  T o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p o w e r  o l  
s t r a i g h t  m e n  i n  a  s e x i s t  s o c i e t y ,  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  b e c o m e s  
p r o h i b i t e d  b e h a v i o r .  A s  g a y s ,  w e  d e m a n d  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  
g e n d e r  p r o g r a m m i n g  w h i c h  s t a r t s  w h e n  w e  a r e  b o r n  ( p i n k  
f o r  g i r l s ,  b l u e  f o r  b o y s ) .  T h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y ,  w i t h  i t s  m a n -  
w o m a n  m o d e l  b u i l t  i n  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p a r e n t s ,  i s  t h e  
p r i m a r y  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h i s  r e s t r i c t e d  s e x u a l i t y  i s  c r e a t e d  
a n d  e n f o r c e d .  G a y s  e x p e r i e n c e  r e j e c t i o n  b y  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  a  
s o c i e t y  w h e r e  f a m i l i a l  l o v e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  
f a m i l y  o p p r e s s e s  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l  a s  g a y s .  T h e  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  r u n a w a y  t e e n a g e r s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  d i v o r c e  
r a t e s  a r e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  e r o s i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y .  G a y

l i b e r a t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  s i g n .  W e  a t t a c k  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  
w h e n  w e  r e j e c t  o u r  p a r e n t s ’  p l e a  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  h a v e  
a  f a m i l y .  W e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  l i b e r a t e d  c o m m u n a l  
s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  c a n  g r o w  s t r o n g  a n d  f r e e .

S t r a i g h t s  w h o  a r e  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  u s  l i k e  t o  a c c u s e  u s  o f  
s e p a r a t i s m — b u t  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s e x i s m  i s  p r e m i s e d  
o n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i n  t h e  f r e e  s o c i e t y  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  b e  f r e e  o f  
s e x - d e t e r m i n e d  r o l e s ,  i . e . ,  g a y .  I t  m a y  b e  u t o p i a n  t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  a l l  p e o p l e  w h o  n o w  d e f i n e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  “ s t r a i g h t ”  w i l l  
b e c o m e  g a y ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  u t o p i a n  t o  a s k  p e o p l e  w h o  c a l l  
t h e m s e l v e s  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  b y  
w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  g a y  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o m b a t t i n g  
m a l e  p o w e r .  W e  h a v e  a  s e p a r a t e  m o v e m e n t  o f  g a y  p e o p l e  
b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  s u r v i v a l ;  t h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  w e  
c a n  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i d e n t i t y  a n d  a d v a n c e  o u r  s t r u g g l e .

W h i l e  w e  h a v e  a  v i s i o n  o f  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y ,  w e  d o  n o t  c l a i m  
t o  b e  a  s u p e r i o r  b r e e d  o f  p e o p l e .  W e  d o  p r i d e  o u r s e l v e s  o n  
o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s t r u g g l e ,  a n d  w e  k n o w  t h a t  m o s t ,  i f  
n o t  a l l ,  s t r a i g h t  m e n  w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  p o w e r  t o  
r e s i s t  g a y  l i b e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  b y  s t a y i n g  s t r a i g h t  t h e y  s t a y  
p r i v i l e g e d  a n d  p o w e r f u l — a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n .  I  c a n  
s a y  t h i s  m u c h  a b o u t  m y s e l f :  I  o b t a i n  a  s e n s e  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  
a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  w h e n  I  b l e n d  i n  w i t h  s t r a i e h t  m e n  w h i c h  i s  
d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  t o  p o w e r  a n d  p r i v i l e g e ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  h a r d  t o  
g i v e  u p .  T h e r e  a r e  r e w a r d s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  h o w ­
e v e r .  A s  I  d e v e l o p  a  g a y  i d e n t i t y ,  I  f e e l  m u c h  m o r e  i n  t o u c h  
w i t h  m y  h u m a n i t y  t h a n  w h e n  I  w a s  r e g u l a r l y  p a s s i n g  f o r  
s t r a i g h t .  I  a m  s w e p t  u p  i n  a  p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  w h i c h  a l ­
l o w s  m e  t o  d e f i n e  m y s e l f  i n  t e r m s  o t h e r  t h a n  s o m e  m a s c u ­
l i n e  i d e a l .  I  h a v e  a  g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h i c h  i s  e x h i l a r a t i n g  a n d  d e e p ­
l y  s a t i s f y i n g .  M y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n ­
a r y  c h a n g e  i s  d e e p e r  t h a n  e v e r .  I  d a n c e  m o r e ,  I  l a u g h  m o r e ,  
I  c r y  m o r e ,  I  a m  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  l i s t e n  t o  o t h e r s .  I  h a v e  
s e x  l e s s  o f t e n  b u t  f i n d  i t  i n f i n i t e l y  m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g .  I  a m  
f i n d i n g  o u t  h o w  t o  l o v e  m y  s i s t e r s  a n d  b r o t h e r s ,  h o w  t h i s  
l o v e  i s  t h e  v i t a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e  w e  a l l  n e e d .

O n e  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t - r u n n i n g  g a y  m a l e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s -

W h i l e  g a y  l i b .  d o e s  r e p r e s e n t  a  v e r y  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m i  
s o c i e t y ,  a n d  h a s  W i t h i n  i t s  r a n k s  p e o p l e  o f  a l m o s t  evei 
i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s u a s i o n ,  i t  d o e s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e p r e s e n t  p a rt 
t h e  g r o w i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e n d  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e .

T h e  a i m s  o f  g a y  l i b e r a t i o n ,  a  u n i v e r s a l  s t a t e  o f  sexu 
f r e e d o m ,  a n d  n o n - r e p r e s s i o n ,  c a n  b e  g r a f t e d  o n  t o  tl 
b r o a d  a i m s  o f  l e f t i s t  m o v e m e n t s .  I t  i s  o u r  d e s i r e  t h a t  a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b r o t h e r s ,  b e  t h e y  M a o i s t s  o r  your 
L a b o u r i t e s ,  r e c o g n i s e  u s  a s  “ c o m r a d e s ” ,  a n d  e x t e n d  to i 
t h e  f r a t e r n a l  h a n d  o f  s o l i d a r i t y .  O n l y  t h r o u g h  u n i t y  w i l l t h  
r e v o l u t i o n  b e  a c h i e v e d ,  a n d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  u n d e r s ta n d » !  
w i l l  t h a t  u n i t y  c o m e  a b o u t .

F i d e l  C a s t r o  h a s  t e r m e d  g a y  p e o p l e  “ s y m p t o m s  o f  a sit 
s o c i e t y ” . T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  h e r  E a s t e r n  s a t e l l i t e s  has 
s t r i c t  l a w s  a g a i n s t  “ d e v i a n t ”  b e h a v i o u r .  T h e y  h a v e  wh, 
t h e y  t e r m  a  “ m o r a l i t y  l a w ” . I t  b r i n g s  t o  m i n d  S o u t h  A frit 
a n d  i t s  m o r a l i t y  l a w s .  M a n y  m i n o r  S o c i a l i s t s  s t a t e s  o u ts it 
t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  ( s u c h  a s  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  A lban ia  
a l s o  l e g i s l a t e  a g a i n s t  a n d  p e r s e c u t e  g a y  p e o p l e ,  
n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  n o  s t a t e  h a s  a c h i e v e d  u l t i m a t e  s o c ia lis t: 
t h o s e  t h a t  p r o f e s s  t o  b e  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  i t  s e e m  b e n t  on 
p a t h  o f  s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n .

G a y  is  a  f a c t .  T h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  
m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n )  5 0 , 0 0 0  h o m o s e x u a l s  i n  N e w  Zealanc 
T H I N K ,  c o m r a d e s ,  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l ,  
p e r s e c u t e d ,  d e s p i s e d  m i n o r i t y  a w a i t i n g  l i b e r a t i o n ,  
v a n g u a r d  f o r  t h e  a r m i e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .

GAY WEEK C O N TIN U ED  
M O NDAY 29 M A Y -M O N D A Y  5 JUNE

TH U R SD A Y 1st JUNE: 1 p.m.
Varsity Exec, lounge: Dr. Rex Hunton 
on V.D .
8 p.m.
Varsity Top Common Room: S o c i a l i s t  
Action Forum G.L.F. Panel.

FR ID A Y  2nd JUNE: 8 p.m.
V a rs ity  C a fe te r ia , Princes St, 
T R A M L IN E , Grog, Floorshow. D o o r  
Sales $2.

SA TURDAY 3rd JUNE:
Maclauren Chapel, Princes Street.

GAY LIB. TEACH IN . 10 a .m .-  4.p.m.
Frank Haig, Alan Frazer, Volkerling, 
Mark Rowley, Rev. Morris Russell and 
Gays.

SUNDAY 4th JUNE:
O f course we need a rest.

M O N D A Y 5th JUNE:
QUEENS B IR TH D A Y . Gay Open Day in 
Albert Park.

i n g  g r o u p s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a  p a p e r  w h i c h  s u m s  u p  m u d  
o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h u m a n i s t i c  d i m e n s i o n  o f  o u r  s t ru g g le :

“ G a y s  m u s t  o r g a n i z e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  a  class 
o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c u t  a d r i f t  b y  s o c i e t y  c a n  d e a l  w itt  
t h a t  f a c t .  E v e r y w h e r e  w e  f i n d  h o s t i l i t y ,  p r e j u d i c e  a n d  con 
d e s c e n s i o n ,  e v e n  a m o n g s t  o u r s e l v e s .  M o s t  g a y s  a c c e p t ,  in 
s e l f - d e f e n s e ,  t h e  s t r a i g h t  m a n ’ s  m y t h o l o g y  t h a t  s a y s  w e n  
s i c k ,  i m m a t u r e ,  p e r v e r s e ,  d e v i a n t ,  a n d  t h u s  s h o u l d  h i d e  oui 
l o v e  a w a y  i n  t e a r o o m s  [ i . e . ,  p u b l i c  t o i l e t s ] ,  p a r k  b u s h e s ,  on 
c r u i s i n g  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  i n  M a f i a -  o r  o t h e r w i s e  p i g - c o n t r o l l e d  
b a r s .  T h o s e  w h o  r e j e c t  t h e  m y t h o l o g y ,  d e v e l o p i n g  p o s it iv e  
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  t h e i r  h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  o ffen  
s i v e  t o  s t r a i g h t s .  W e  a l l  r i s k  b r u t a l i z a t i o n  a n d  im p r is o n  
m e n t  a n d  h a v e  l i t t l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  u s e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
o p p r e s s i v e  c r u i s i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e s e  m y t h s  a n d  in s t i t u t io n s  
k e e p  u s  i s o l a t e d  a n d  d i s t r u s t f u l  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  A n d  d o n ’t 
e x p e c t  a n y  h e l p  f r o m  o u r  s t r a i g h t  o p p r e s s o r s  i n  c r e a t i n g  al­
t e r n a t i v e s .  W e ’ r e  o n  o u r  o w n .

“ I n  o u r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g  g r o u p ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  try ­
i n g  t o  s t e p  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t r a i g h t  m a n ’ s  m y t h s  a n d  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  
t o  s u s p e n d  t h e  l i m i t e d  w a y s  w e  d e a l  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and 
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  n e w  w a y s  o f  r e l a t i n g .  E v e r y o n e ’ s  fe e lin g s  
a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  s h o u t­
i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  d o w n ,  c o n s e n s u s ,  a  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  i s  t o  each 
p e r s o n ’ s  i n t e r e s t ,  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d .  I f  p e o p l e  a r e  s i l e n t ,  they 
a r e  a s k e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  p ro c ­
e s s .  W e  a s  m e n  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  o u r  e a g e r n e s s  t o  d o m i­
n a t e  a n d  e g o - t r i p  b y  b e i n g  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h e r s  in 
t h e  g r o u p ,  a n d  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  o u r  t e n d e n c y  t o  in te l le c t u a l -  
i z e  b y  s p e a k i n g  f r o m  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e .  W e  a r e  a l s o  le a rn in g  
w h a t  h a s  b e e n  f o r b i d d e n  u s — t o  r e l a t e  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  w ith  
r e s p e c t  a n d  l o v e . ”
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Greer on Gays and Transvestites. 
In te rv ie w e r; M rs  N g ah u ia  
Volkerling.

Ngahuia: Y o u ’ve rapped so much 
about womens lib  in the past 
three days, in fa c t fro m  the f irs t 
minute you arrived in godzone, so 
I thought it  w ou ld  be a be tte r 
idea to ta lk  about som eth ing else, 
something re lated, th a t is the gay 
liberation m ovem ent. Y o u ’ve 
mentioned th a t y o u ’ve dabbled in 
homosexual experiences yourse lf. 
Germaine Greer: I ’ ll te ll you o f 
the kind o f  lov ing experiences I ’ve 
had w ith o th e r w om en. The firs t 
one was a case o f  a g irl I knew 
who was going o u t w ith  a b loke , 
whom she desparately wanted to  
go to bed w ith . He was so nervous 
about going to  bed w ith  th is  g irl 
that he cou ld n ’ t  do it. He asked 
me to teach h im  and I was s illy  
enough to  take h im  at face value 
and attempted to  teach h im  w hat 
he was supposed to  do like  a 
village elder in some trib e  or 
other. And when i t  came to  the 
point he still co u ld n ’t  do it .  In m y  
bed, in my house, I was o u t at a 
party, he co u ld n ’t  do it  s t ill.  A ll I 
could th ink o f was how desparate 
she must be fee ling. She was a 
really lovely g irl and I jus t w ent 
upstairs where she was in my bed 
and just made love to  her like  I 
thought he should have done. I 
understood how she she must 
feel; she m ust have fe lt  so 
unattractive apart fro m  anyth ing  
else. I found m yse lf m aking love 
to her before I realised I was even 
doing it. The aw fu l th ing  about it 
was that I had done it  in th is  sort 
of special way in special 
circumstances. I t  had a much 
greater e ffect on her than it  had 
on me. I was pleased she had an 
orgasm but I wasn’t  prepared to  
marry her, i f  you see w hat I 
mean. And o f course fo r  the next 
few months it  was jus t incred ib le . 
She kept tu rn ing  up all over the 
place and she w ent through a real 
neurotic phase o f going to  bed 
with all the men I ’d ever had 
anything to  do w ith . She was 
trying to do a Ton cherche th ing , 
trying to fin d  me in the men I ’d 
been w ith . I was ra ttled  by th is  
because I tho ugh t I had done 
something really thoughtless and 
cruel by making love to  her in th is  
way if  I wasnt prepared to  take 
the consequences. I fe lt  like  a 
middle aged man whO has a 
nymphet th row  herself in to  his

arms because th e y ’ re curious 
about, w hat men do to  girls and 
finds h im se lf lumbered w ith  this 
l it t le  g irl w ho a d o r e s  h im  and 
adores the ground he treads upon. 
That really w orried  me. I fe lt  I 
m ust be really more careful when' 
dealing w ith  women because th e ir ’ 
em otions are too  precious to  be 
tr if le d  w ith . A lthou gh  I hadn’ t 
really tr if le d , bu t i t  d id  get rpe 
in to  an unenviable position .

A nd the same th in g  happened 
to  me on another occasion when I 
was involved in a group scene. I t  
was really ra ther fu n n y . I t  
occurred on George Best’s black 
leather sofa, and there was th is 
g irl there and I again made love to  
her p a rtly  because, I d o n ’t know,
I liked her, she was qu ite  a nice 
fu n n y  engaging g irl and I really 
liked to  ta lk  to  her. I t  was pa rtly  
the s itua tion  I fou nd  m yse lf in. I

v.e

developed because I ended up . A nd I th o u g h t yes sister, 
going home w ith  her and another y o u ’ re one o f  us. I t  makes no 
b loke  w ho I was very keen on, d iffe rence to  me w he the r you  jo in  
and I d id n ’t  qu ite  know  w hat was the N ationa l O rganisation fo r 
going to  happen, because I wasn’ t  W omen or Gay L ibe ra tio n  or 
very sure jus t how  bu tch she was. n o th ing  at all because y o u r life  is 
She was com ing on very meek and exactly  the same as m ine. W hat 
fem ale bu t I had a fee ling th e re T h e  th in g  a b o u t  lesbian 
was more to  i t  than th a t. A nd experiences is th a t they are nearly 
then bless m y sou l, i f  she always successful. Its very easy 
d id n ’ t —it  was rea lly  the most fo r  a wom an to  satisfy another 
m agn ificen t sight I had ever w om an. For a lo t o f  those girls its 
seen—she to o k  o f f  all her clothes, the f irs t tim e they fe lt  tru s ting  
She’s six fee t ta ll and w alked and relaxed enough in a sexual 
around the house, th is  jung le s itua tion  to  ac tua lly  have an 
goddess, beau tifu l hem ispheric orgasm, and th a t jus t blow s the ir 
breasts w ith  b lack nipples, ju s t m inds. A nd it  rea lly makes me 
stalked around the house. G laring nervous because I jus t know  tha t 
at th is  man w ith  narrowed eyes its no t the way I get my kicks, 
w ho jus t ran! A nd I tho ugh t oh you know? I d o n ’t  know  w hether 
bugger, So I so rt o f said, I ’m | cou ld learn it  o r som ething, I 
really tired  I ’ve go t to  have some do n ’ t  th in k  you can. 
sleep. She’s as qu ie t as a mouse Ngahuia: I th in k  its som ething 
and doesn’ t  say anyth ing . I w ent tha ts e ithe r there o r its  no t. 
to  bed, rea lly very tire d , and Maybe i t ’s there in you b u t is no t 
suddenly there was th is  lady. Sfye being b rough t o u t. B u t I w o n ’ t 
moved in on I p, quote J ill Johnson. Som ething
w hk ale else to  discuss is the drag queen.
c1 ^  ’t Where do you th in k  she f i ts  in to

the scheme o f w om ans libe ra tion  
or gay libe ra tion?  Because she 
does get the sh it rea lly  th ro w n  at 
her. She more o r less epitom ises 
the m anufactured essence o f 
c o m m e rc ia l is e d  fe m in in i t y ,  
pa rticu la rly  here in A uck land . 
Someone said to  me tod ay  th a t it  
rea lly upset them  to  see some 
glam orous queen w ith  a body and 

y face like  Raquel W elch, you  know 
d m agn ificen t ha ir, false eyelashes, 

s t ille tto  heels, a m arvellous tan, 
>f being picked up on the corner o f 

eg Queen S treet and Karanahape 
ed R oad  b y  so m e  obviously  
in successful and te r r ib ly  prosperous 

t the Remuera pa tria rch , in his green
mos, s entaneous lesbian. I ’ve Mercedes.
ever kno w n . There is s im p ly no Germ aine Shall I te ll you  a fun ny
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The last s itua tion  is a b it  like 
the s itua tion  I had w ith  Jill 
Johnson w ho in th a t chauvy way 
said w hat I needed was a good 

•from her. In th is  case I 
resisted bu t there was another 
case o f  a beau tifu l b lack g irl who 
I met about the same tim e Jimi 
H end rix  died. We were bo th 
friends o f J im i’s. She was te rr ib ly  
upset about i t  rea lly , deep down 
and miserable about it .  A nd she 
used to  have a tr ic k  o f wearing 
J im i’s clothes. Jim i used to  give 
all his clothes away among his 
friends. And she had these purple 
tro use rs , b e a u tifu l, beautifu l 
trousers. They were jus t about 
ro tten  because he’d w orn them 
about a hundred times on stage.

She was wearing these trousers 
one n igh t and she was jus t so 
crazy it  was just like  she had a 
te rrib le  j in x  on her. She was just 
screaming. We were in a club and 
I see th a t she was going to  get 
th row n  ou t o f the c lub , because 
she w o u ld n ’ t  stop cry ing . So I just 
to o k  her in my arms to  c o m fo rt 
her. B u t i t  was a b it  like tak ing  an 
m l 6 rif le  in my arms. She 
stopped c ry ing  and said ‘do n t 
leāve me, do n ’t  leave m e’ . The 
m a d d e s t s i tu a t io n  possible

d o u b t at all th a t her sexua lity  is s to ry  ab ou t th a t. The d rum m e r o f 
s im p ly geared th is  way and she a certain very popular rock and 
understands it  very w e ll. She says ro ll group which recen tly  visited 
she’s in love w ith  me w hich is a N Z, w en t to  a very fam ous g irlie  
respons ib ility , too . B u t I d o n ’ t bar in Sydney and he m igh t have 
th in k  its overw helm ing. She’s in been a b it  pissed or a b it  stoned, 
love w ith  lo ts o f o the r people as b u t the o ther boys d id n ’ t  exp la in 
w e ll. to  him  where he was. And the

See I d id n ’ t  dabble in lead lady o f the show, and she is 
lesbianism. I t  was a question o f i n c r e d i b l e ,  she has these amazing 
my responding more or less s ilicone boobs w h ich  p o in t SSE 
s p o n ta n e o s ly  to  s itua tions and NNW , in c re d ib ly  th in  and 
invo lv ing  the sexual demands s linky  b u t she s till has ‘da ddy ’s 
another- wom an was m aking on f ix tu re s ’ as she announces every 
me o r the a ffec tion  I feel fo r n igh t, th is immense mane o f 
another person. I t  was no t a auburn ha ir, and th is  incredib le 
m atter o f  ‘ Ah gee, I w onder w hat heavy m akeup, and th is  innocent 
its like to  a b ird ' you th  ended up w ith  her in his
Ngahuia: Th is is ac tua lly  a hote l room . A nd he suddenly 
problem  w e ’ve go t in A uck land , appeared, ran in to  on  o f the 
in th a t a num ber o f  b irds in the o th e r’s room  and said ‘ I t ’s a 
fem in is t m ovem ent, and this geezer’ . A n d  everyone
really has happened, have become collapsed and ro lle d  a round  and 
very eager to  experim ent w ith  he said 'B u t I d o n t c a re !’ A nd fo r 
the ir ow n sex, I th in k  in a b loody the next tw o  days, w h ic h  is a life  
shallow way. tim e fo r a rock and ro ll  star, he
Germaine I ’m prepared to  u tte r as was com ple te ly  in v o lv e d  in her. 
many warnings about tha t as you She just had h im  b y  the short 
like . Women are priveleged in a hairs. A nd one o f  th e  o thers said 
certain strange w ay, because o f to  me ‘ We’re go ing to  have to  tie 
the ir oppression. T h e ir sexuality  h im  up to  the bed end w ith  a 
and the ir em otions are s till in very p ic tu re  o f Raquel W elch fo r the 
close con tact w ith  each o the r, next s ix weeks to  ge t h im  back to  
And i f  you fo o l around w ith  a no rm a l.’ And I said ‘ L o o k  I ’m 
w om an’s sexua lity  in a detached sorry , bu t he is n o rm a l because 
kind o f  w ay, y o u ’ re really p laying she is the fem ale s te re o typ e ’ . I t  
w ith  fire  because she has very doesnt make any d iffe re n ce  what 
strong feelings about all in tim acy she was born as o r even i f  she had 
tha t occurs between them . This certain pudenda because the 
I ’ve discovered in every case, pudenda o f the s te reo typ e  d o n ’t 
Because w ha t happened w ith  tha t m a t t e r .  W hat m a tte rs  abou t the 
o ther g irl I was involved w ith  in stereotype is her behav iou r. A nd 
Manchester, I was doing a her behaviour is as m asochis tic , as 
television programme and she longing and ad oring  as any 
came to  the s tud io  every day and pussycat you cou ld  ever m ee t.’ 
she was desparate. She was She came up to  me the n igh t 
w a iting , w a iting , she cou ld n ’ t we were a t Les G irls  toge the r and 
come in because we were on a ir, said, ‘ Ive read you r bo o k . I th in k  
and she w ou ld  w a it and h a lf the its m arvellous and I ’m go ing to  
tim e I could jus t say hi and march w ith  you ! W ent in to  the 
goodbye and catch a plane w hole act, you know, ‘ I ’m going 
somewhere. I t  was really aw fu l to  w rite  a book and te ll 
and I fe lt  so bad about i t  because everybody w hat its like to  be a 
she was in love and I wasn’t. A nd g irl because I ’ve been b o th  and I 
thats the w orst problem  o f a ll. kn o w .’

rea lly bugs me about Les G irls 
and it  bugged me in to  alm ost 
leaving, though I had certa in 
vested interests at the table 
m yse lf, was tha t the show is so 
an ti-fem ale . They have the ir 
yearning numbers where th e y ’re 
being the female stereotype, and 
th e y ’ re caressing the ir own 
bodies, los t in  ad m ira tio n  fo r  
themselves; and they always have 
the joke  fem ale w ith  the d roopy 
tits  o r guge tits  and fa llin g  down 
stockings, and a mop and the 
w o rk in g  ciass w om an in those 
shows appears as the most, 
grotesque and disgusting old pus 
bag you can imagine. A nd really, 
i f  you  are a real woman sitting 
the re, and you do menstruate and 
you do all those o th e r things 
w h ic h  th e y ’ re m aking coy 
references to , you really feel so 
b loo dy  degraded, its unbelievable. 
So th a t w h a t’s happening is th a t 
the poor o ld  stereotype is acting a 
kind o f  pa the tic  revenge in those 
shows. Its rea lly w eird . Its all 
there, all the  sickness o f  ou r 
sexual socie ty is th row n  up there 
in b r il l ia n t coloured lights  and 
tinsel fo r  everyone to  look  at and 
vo m it. I th in k  its really tragic. 
A nd the w o rs t th ing  o f all is those 
g irls w h o ’ve had those big silicone 
im p lan ts and eve ryth ing . T h e y ’ re 
very uncom fo rtab le  and the re ’s 
been one case in NZ where one o f 
the boys was in hospita l fo r  weeks 
having a huge abcess drained fro m  
under one o f  his t its . A nd they 
take constant dosages o f estrogen 
to  keep the ir beard grow th down 
and so on and the result o f all this 
heavy dosage is tha t the ir life  
expentacy is no t very long. 
Ngahuia: O h, god!
Germaine: So i t ’s even more 
tragic. Its th is  supermasochism 
and fem ale s tereotype. I t ’s all 
there. A nd I reckon, like  I said in 
the book, all those g irls , the sex 
changes and eve rybody, they are 
emblems o f o u r co n d ition , 
because i t  doesn’t  have anyth ing 
to  do w ith  ou r genital makeup. It 
has eve ry th ing  to  do w ith  our 
co n d itio n in g . T h e y ’ve jus t opted 
fo r  the co n d itio n in g  which is 
usually opted o u t to  us. A nd in all 
th e ir tragedy, the ir short life , the 
desperate p rom iscu ity  o f all the ii 
contacts because th e y ’ re m ostly 
jus t sem i-whores, the re ’s no way 
in w hich they can establish really 
perm anent re la tionsh ips because 
they are jus t a k in k y  th ing  you  do 
on ho liday , th a t’s w ha t i l  
amounts to . I d o n ’ t  th in k  they

have very enduring re la tionsh ips. 
They d o n ’t  even have enduring 
re la tionsh ips in the shows .they’ re 
in ; the tu rn  over is incred ib le . I 
f in d  i t  really deeply m oving, and I 
w ou ld  never refuse any b ro th e r 
w ith  tits  and false eyelashes w ho  
wants to  jo in  the m ovem ent. 
Ngahuia: This is a group o f people 
I feel really involved w ith  th a t I 
th in k  somehow should be made 
pa rt o f  i t  and a very real part 
because, god, th e y ’ re suffering. 
G erm aine: T h e y ’ re all casualties 
o f  a sexual p o la rity . Everyone of 
them . Even the fo o tb a lle r whe 
lets h im se lf be buggered by a disc 
jo cke y , th e y ’ re all in the same 
boa t. W hat’s happened is that 
th e y ’ve read the r io t act about 
sexual behaviour and they can’ t 
obey it .  They can’ t  force 
themselves in to  the guaranteed 
postures o f  the m issionary 
position and all the rest o f  i t  and 
so the y ’ re like the rest o f us, they 
are in a sort o f no mans land o f 
people w ho ’ve rejected the 
con d ition in g  and the social 
acceptance th a t goes w ith  i t .  We 
ought to  respect them because in 
a way th e y ’ve had m ore courage 
than we have.

WANTED:
Paremoremo Prison is 
building up a library of 
LAW and PSYCHOLOGY 
bdoks. If you can donate 
any such books, leave at
1. Craccum office.
2. 53 Middleton Road,

Newmarket
3. 16 Essex Street, Mt Eden
4. Or phone Beth at 604-252.

A T ttn m u ttM L
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FROM THE GAY MANIFESTO

Gays are oppressed because by their very existences as 
gay people they challenge the stereotyped or gender roles. 
It can easily be seen that gay people don’t fit into the 
stereotypes of masculine and feminine, and this is one of 
the main reasons why they become the object of suspicion, 
since everyone is taught that these and only these two roles 
are appropriate.

Our entire society is built around the patriarchal family 
and its enshrinement of these masculine and femine roles. 
Religion, popular morality, art, literature and sport all 
reinforce the stereotypes. In other words, this society is a 
sexist society, in which one’s biological sex determines 
almost all of what one does and how one does it; a situation 
in which men are privaleged, and women are mere adjuncts 
of men and objects for their use, both sexually and 
otherwise. Gay men and gay women do deny these ‘values’ 
of our civilisation!

The present gender-role system of ‘masculine’ and 
‘femine’ is based on the way that reproduction was 
originally organised. Men’s freedom from the prolonged 
physical burden of bearing children gave them a privaleged 
position which was then reinforced by an ideology of male 
superiority. But technology has now advanced to a stage at 
which the gender-role system is no longer necessary.

AND NOW, LIBERATION . . .

Gay Liberation does not just mean reforms. It is because 
of the patriarchal family that reforms are not enough. 
Freedom for gay people will never be permanently won 
until everyone is freed from sexist role-playing and ths 
straight-jacket of sexist rules about our sexuality. And we 
will not be freed from those so long as each succeeding 
generation is brought up in the same old sexist way in the 
patriarchal family. Sexism is not just an accident—it is an 
essential part of our present society, and cannot be changed 
without the whole society changing with it.

AIMS

The long term goal of the Auckland Gay Liberation 
Front, which inevitably brings us into fundamental conflict 
with the institutionalised sexism of this society, is to rid 
society of the gender-role system which is at the root of our 
oppression. Before we can create the new society of the 
future, we have to defend our interests as gay people here 
and now against all forms of oppression and victimisation. 
We have therefore drawn up the following list of immediate 
demands.

1) That all discrimination by society against gay people 
should end and that all means should be utilised to 
remove the present attitudes existing so that gay people 
can live in freedom—now.

2) That all discrimination at law against gay people should 
end.

3) That all people have the right to sexual
self-determination. We believe that all people should 
have the unhindered right to be homesexual,
heterosexual or bisexual, according to their own free 
will, and appreciate the validity of their own sexual 
preference.

4) That we shall oppose all oppression against gay people 
and fight to overcome individual cases of discrimination, 
so that all gays shall have full civil rights. . .  (“ the right

* to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”)
5) That wc shall provide counselling services, legal 

(including bail) services, and medical services for gay 
people; and help them to define their own identity and 
remove self-doubts, guilt and confusion engendered by 
society as it now exists.

HETEROSEXUAL
HYPOCRISY

The Auckland Gay Liberation Front was recently attacked 
by a mob of heterosexual hypocrits. The assault took place 
at Unity Hall where the Society For The Promotion Of 
Community Standards was being addressed by its national 
secretary, Miss Patricia Bartlett.

G.L.F. made the mistake of arriving just as a Resistance 
guerilla theatre group was being removed. Three or four very 
angry promoters of community standards were blocking the 
doorway to the hall and refusing both entry and exit to 
one and all. The bloody guerillas, armed with wooden guns, 
were being shunted out amidst a volley of abuse from 
enraged moralists.

We attempted peaceful entry-“Look, we’re just here to 
hear what Bartlett’s got to say.’’-but it didn’t work and the 
next thing you know there’s this senile geriatric with an 
arm lock on your neck.

A virtuous lady on stage was seen to approach the 
microphone and say, “Go home and play with yourselves.” 
Such was the catholic, Christian atmosphere before G.L.F. 
had even fully entered the ro<'m.

Meantime, back in the ring a little old man was in the process ot 
bashing Mrs. Ngahuia Volkerling’s body inside out. He didn’t get 
very far however and 5 seconds later the G.L.F. banner was being 
proudly displayed in front of the stage. Sister Patricia-oops, 
sorry-Miss Bartlett made a swipe at it.

Then for some unknown reason the women went wild. Ngahuia 
was dragged down an aisle and thumped by females with hand bags 
and brollies. About this time the names ‘Black slut5 and Maori 
bitch’ were dropped. We were told to behave ourselves and go home 
like good kids because we really were’nt old enough for this sort of 
thing and we didn’t know what we were doing.

Of course we didn’t know what we were doing! We didn’t turn 
up to be assaulted and abused. We were bloody dumbfounded.

The work of SOCIETY FOR PROMOTION OF COMMUNITY 
STANDARDS takes the form of a moral crusade-a battle for the 
soul of New Zealand.’ That’s what they preach, and by Christ do 
they mean every word of it. G.L.F. was bruised in the name of 
Jehovah, thumped in the name of Jesus, and spat on in the name of 
decency.

Things quieted down a bit and then the police arrived. 
There were no arrests. This must have come as a shattering 
blow to one guy I had my eye on because he spent the
rest of the evening tripping people up in the aisle in
protest. Another guy got into the rather delightful habit of 
turning around to us, waving his Finger while muttering some 
incoherent mumbo jumbo.

After Bartlett had spoken on the need for another 
Indecency Tribunal (any volunteers?) to help stamp out the 
rotten filth in our literature and plays, she then spouted on 
the necessity for clinics to treat homosexuals.

Now far be it from the writers to suggest that Miss
Bartlett didn’t know what she was talking about. From a 
heterosexual’s (?) point of view she had it all figured. 
Homosexuals are sick and a nice dose of medicine will fix 
it all up. According to Sister Patricia, Gays are a field day 
for a Freudian, and nice clean clinics with nice clean 
padded cells and nice clean virgin nurses are the answer.

Pat prattled on for a while and then took a pew. It had 
been fully forty five minutes since the battle at the door, 
and the bruises were beginning to hurt. They hurt all right, 
and when the custodians of the public’s morals agreed to 
apologise in return for our repentance and abject apologies 
for disturbing their meeting, the pain got worse. The 
meeting was such a great big mess that the writers don’t 
even know if there was an apology.

Why should we apologise anyway? We were ridiculed,
insulted and slandered then asked to forgive and forget. 
Question time came as did the abuse:

G.L.I’. member:“I am a homosexual. Do you think that I 
deserve to be bashed up and called a ‘Queer’ because I love 
men?” Miss Patricia Bartlett:“Well, legally you are not 
allowed to be h u rt-” Interjection. “ -We’re not interested in 
perverts.

Forgive remarks like that? Like bloody hell!
G.L.F’.’s strength lies in its brotherly and sisterly 

love-rather Christian in a way-out .way. G.L.F. will not 
forget that it was the Society for the Promotion of 
Community Standards that brutally attacked it in the name 
of morality and decency. G.L.F. will not forget that Unity 
Hall was covered in blood that night-ours.

Damn your Communi ty Standards. Damn your 
heterosexual hypocrisy. Damn your Christian ethics. Damn you

G.L.F. COUNSELLING
G.L.F. has formed a counselling group which is now undergoing 

training, with the aim of dealing with the problems of homosexuals, 
and helping them to adjust to a hostile society. It was felt that the 
counselling services which existed in Auckland or which were being 
established did not cater for the needs of Auckland’s gay people 
adequately.

Youthline, which has been operating for some time, caters not4 
specifically for gay people, but for any person who needs to talk

over his or her problem, and both its name and its image tend t 
frighten off the older person. Lifeline, which has been operatiig 
even longer, seems to be even more out of contact with the ver 
special problems arising from being gay in a gay-hating world. Itwi 
because this large gap existed in Auckland’s counselling services 
a new counselling group, Homosexual Aid, has been formed, to da 
specifically with the problems of female and male homosexuals, 
even this is inadequate since it firstly aims more at immediate 
treatment of immediate problems, with the emphasis on telepho* 
counselling rather than face-to-face discussion of the problem, 
secondly because only a small percentage of the counsellors an 
themselves homosexual. The only people who can really understate 
the problems of gay people, are gay people themselves.

The G.L.F. counselling group aims at helping people adjust 
the attitudes of society over a period of time, and through 
succession of counselling sessions, and we intend dealing at least a; 
much with the older, as with the younger, person. One of the grea: 
advantages of the G.L.F. counselling service is that our clients ait 
brought into contact with gay people who have accepted the: 
position and have adjusted to the hatred of their fellow man.

But this hostility is not the only problem the homosexual faces 
Along with all other members of our society, he has been presente; 
from birth with an ideal of femininity or masculinity, and his 
obvious difference from this can lead to feelings of inferiority 
inadequacy. He has also been taught that homosexuals 
undesirable people, and the realisation that he is himself one 
these people he has been warned against, is often accompanied by 
the severest problems. This realisation may come very late in life-i 
man may reach the age of thirty-five or forty, and be married with 
several children, before he comes to acknowledge his true sexuality 
The position is similar for women.

Loneliness can be another of the homosexual’s worst problems 
Surrounded by people from whom he must hide his true 
personality, constantly living and acting a lie to retain his unreal 
friendships, and cut off from contact with others of his kind by all 
the myths, taboos, and prejudices of his upbringing, the gay person, 
especially one past the prime of his youth, has a prospect only ofa 
terribly empty, persecuted, future. It is for people such as this that 
the G.L.F’ counselling service has been introduced.

It is our aim to help all gay people accept themselves and adjust 
io the hostility of others around them, and learn to look on 
mankind as composed not of homo- or heterosexual beings, but o! 
people.

P.R. WhALe 
G.L’F.

Box 3132, Auckland

COME ON UP, TODAY, (June 1) TO THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY
above the Wynyard Tavern and see SAUL BASS' film:

WHY MAN CREATES 

1.15 at 27 Symonds Street

FREE ALL WELCOME

BOOKS W ANTED
We BUY and sell yood books of all descriptions. 
See us about texts and supplementary reading.

JASON BOOKS
(Opp Whitcombe & Tombs)
P & C Arcade,
50 High Street.
Ph. 370-266

W ORKERS' ED U C A TIO N A L ASSOCIATION

The following courses will be available during the 
second term, through the above Association. Courses 
usually occupy 10 lectures at a fee of $4, but in some 
cases, e.g. 'English for New Citizens', there is a small 
charge per lesson. Courses are planned to cater for 
all age groups and no previous knowledge of a topic 
is required. The Association is most anxious to contact 
any groups wanting courses of any kind, and the 
Organizing Secretary is readily available to assist in the 
setting up of classes or in securing qualified tutors.
English for New Citizens Understanding Drama 
Navigation Modern Writers
Maori Language & Culture Current Questions Forum 
Samoan Language &

Culture
Classes for Parents 
Human Behaviour 
Public Speaking

Introduction to Antiques 
(Takapuna)

Furniture Renovating 
Screen Printing 
Issues in Primary School 

Education.
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Any person wishing to enrol for courses should ring 
the office (769-664) or call at 1A Ponsonby Road for 
further details.
Office hours: 12-2.30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays.________________ ________ _____________
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White towers against a pa in ted sky 
i raise m y eyes 

to see the stars 
so very far 

to  where I belong.
Nature song; 

the sounds o f air 
sounds so so ft 

we hard ly  hear
them ca lling colours to  our m inds 

and signs
o f states ye t undreamed.

It feels so peaceful s ittin g  here, 
w ith  you by m y side, 
to have you here to  touch 
to reach fo r  you in the m idst o f  tu rm o il 

and fin d  you r love in m ine.
We are our own libe ra tion

we are c lim b ing  our ow n sta irw ay to  heaven 
we are a revo lu tion  in a state o f revo lu tion  
and we are at peace w ith  ourselves.

To to ta lly  understand you r soul
to  reach, to  tou ch , embrace and feel you ; 
to  have each our own 

yet w o rk in g  together, 
teaching, laughing and lis tening.

We are no perverts 
We are no deviants 
We just are;

evolving always beyond ou r own experience 
constan tly  dem olish ing our own rea lity  

to  bu ild  a greater w o rld , 
a w orld  fo r  all.

It ’ll be a lrigh t, 
we love you .
Won’t  you pause long enough to  love us?

John D em outh _____

TO JOHN
|L y in g  here,

yo u r body warm  beside me, 
th in k in g  o f  w hat we are. 

iSun.
filte re d  through red gauze, 

casting patterns on life , 
gold and crim son, on the w all. 

iSm oke.
so ft, at peace, sw irling  

gently  through the green suspended p la n tj 
|Sound, 

lig h t, lazy, 
tu rn ing  its black disc 

through another re vo ltu io n / 
on revo lu tion

iH o ld  me love,
le t me feel yo u r s trength, 

le t you  feel m ine, 
flesh to  flesh, 

body to  body, • 
the life  in us bo th .

|Reaching to  you 
fee ling yo u r rea lity  

on m ine,
yo u r fo rm , you r in c lin a tio n .

|H ow  aw fu l to  th in k  we could be jailed 
fo r  fee ling this peace.

John D em outh

THE FU T U R E  R E -V IS ITE D  
( t  TH E  C RISIS OF M A N  f  43)

We’ve heard a lo t recently abou t the decline o f morals, moral 
disintegration, lapse in to  permissiveness, and all manner o f 
descriptions lam enting modern m an’s decline in to  w ickedness. I t  has 
always amused me how ou r self-righteous c itizen ry  th in k  in these 
terms: any behaviour d iffe re n t fro m  the ir ow n is a decline. Note 
movement defined in negative terms. The ir so-called perfect 
morality is eroding.

Now o f course anybody w ith  an eye fo r  social change w ill be 
able to see tha t there is no “ p e rfe c t”  o r fixed  moral state, and tha t 
changes are inevitable, and dependant on the social circum stances in 
which they occur. How  sad fo r  ou r tra d itio n a l m oralists w ho can see 
nothing bu t decay around them . “ A ll seems ye llow  to  the jaundiced 
eye," wrote A lexander Pope. The decay is no t in ou r new moral 
behaviour, bu t in the a b ility  o f  ou r c itizen ry  to  accept change—and, 
I might ju s tifia b ly  add, in the ir a b ility  to  love the ir fe llow  humans, 
even if  they are D iffe re n t.

Now, all you turned-on  students w ho have found new ways to  
love and live, and are' grooving along, w ill be asking at th is  p o in t, 
"So what else is new?”

But w ait! I can feel a burst o f Consciousness Five com ing on! 
The little  prophe t in me is scratching to  get ou t (wish he d id n ’ t have 
such long fingerna ils). H o w e ve r. . .

To establish a few  basic po in ts :
Each new generation in ou r h ighly-developed society is acquiring 

an extension o f consciousness th a t supercedes previous generations. 
This is an obvious result o f m o b ility  and m ass-com m unications. I t  is 
the infusion o f an u ltra -d ive rs ified  env ironm ent in to  inner space (the 
mind). Through lect k  m edia, m an’s senses are blasted in countless 
qualitative vr, vs, the actual mode o f presentation o f the phenomena 
of media are co m ta m lv  creating new ?war'-m**-«; o f the possib ilities

o f three d im ensional space, and in fin ite  com b ina tions o f  substance 
and m ovem ent.

What has happened is tha t m an’s spatial and conceptual 
awareness o f his w orld  has departed the na rrow , tw o-d im ens iona l 
tracks it  was lim ited  to  a few decades ago. The psychologica l 
im p lica tions o f th is are far-reaching. Modern man is now , even 
though the ind iv idua l may no t see it  in these terms, the centre p o in t 
o f a huge sphere, w ith  radials o f awareness e x te nd ing  in to  
three-dim ensional space. The centre p o in t is m an’s “ ra w ”  conscious 
being. The radials are life -possib ilities, in abstract, q u a lita tive ly  
d iffe rin g  modes. The sum, when taken as a w h o le , suggest a 
com plete three-dim ensional sphere—a progression fro m  m an’s 
previous tw o-dim ensional track , in w hich his consciousness was 
com m itted  in its horizons to  consideration o f his prescribed fu tu re , 
w hich was laid down like a road before h im . (In  concre te  term s, 
career, fa m ily , c o n fo rm ity , Death.)

The sphere o f awareness has been more or less a gradual g ro w th : 
perhaps best seen as the ad d ition  o f more and m ore radials. W ith 
jus t tw o  or three radials (linear tracks) o f  awareness o f 
life -possib ilities and environm enta l d ive rs ifica tion , the consciousness 
cannot concieve erf an expansive globe. The greater in num ber these 
become, the m ore they begin to  suggest the in fin ite  w ho le  sphere.

N ow , im p o rta n t en tities (radials) in this scheme o f  consciousness 
is human behaviour, and the abstract values (and m orals) tha t 
humans place on behaviour. Human values and actions have 
m u ltip lie d  in reciproca l in te rac tion  w ith  the e n v iro n m e n t. B u t there 
is a bind here: m an’s products in society, his great techno log ica l 
inventions and achievements, w hile  p roduc ts  o f  m an’s 
consciousness, are objectified parts o f h im se lf, ap a rt fro m  h im se lf; 
th a t is, independant o f  h im . His values, on the o th e r hand, are 
in te rio r to  human consciousness, they are dependant on the slower 
human evo lu tio n , the evo lu tion  o f morals and behav iou r, as pa rtly  
de term ined by environm ent (i.e. em pirica l observa tion) and p a rtly  
by human in te ra c tio n —socia liza tion by parents, and others o f  the 
parents’ generation, whose socialized consciousness re flects  largely 
and obsolete (superceded) state.

The connec tion  between human values and human products  is a 
tw o-w ay d ia lectica l process. As I have said, values arise p a rtly  fro m  
the env ironm ent to  begin w ith  b u t th e ir fu n c tio n  (th e ir essence) is 
to  give meaning to  the w orld  as i t  co n fro n ts  the in d iv id ua l, and w hat 
is m ore, meaning w hich provides d ire c tions  and se lf- ju s tifica tion  fo r 
each in d iv id ua l. So, values are p roducts o f  men and env ironm ent, 
and seek to  explain the en v ironm ent. B u t in a w o rid  in rapid change

(ours, th a t’s fo r  sure) values in general necessarily lag behind actua 
m ateria l s itua tions and processes o f  ou r lives. A nd the fa c to r th a t is 
ho ld ing  them back is the one o f  soc ia liza tion . The w o rld , at the 
m om ent, is suddenly present before ou r awareness as to o  big and 
com plex to  be exp la ined by lingering linear and retarded 
conceptions o f  values and m o ra lity .

Thus we are o u t o f  phase w ith  the products o f  o u r soc ie ty , and 
the young, perceptive ind iv idua l is caught in the b ind between the 
diversified en v ironm en t and tra d itio n a lis t modes o f  behaviour. The 
tra d itio n a lis t, as I have said, is least aware o f  w ha t th is  all means. So 
there is tens ion , a n x ie ty , and bew ilde rm en t. There is c o n flic t and 
the fam ous “ generation gap.”

In a s im ila r vein, Professor L lo yd  Geering recently  spoke o f  “ the 
sp iritu a l crisis w hich man m ust face as the fa b ric  o f accepted and 
tra d itio n a l values c ru m b led .”  Man was increasingly su ffe ring  fro m  a 
loss o f  id e n tity  and was no longer sure w ha t i t  m eant to  be a 
sp iritu a l being. “ We are being crushed by the  sheer w eight, 
c o m p le x ity  and inh u m a n ity  o f  our te ch n o lo g y ." (N Z  Herald report, 
M ay 1).

B u t there are o th e r facets o f  the hum an consciousness. Those of 
to ta liza tio n  and re fle c tio n , as exp lo red by Jean-Paul Sartre, are 
im p o rta n t in considering a n e x t stage o f  hum an awareness. 
T o ta liza tio n  is the process o f  the consciousness where the ind iv idua l 
sums up his life  experiences and the ob jects o f  his awareness, and 
through re flec tion  passes c ritica l judgem ent on th is  to ta liza tio n . 
This is the fou n d a tio n  o f  m oral ac tion  fo r  Sartre. I t  is a conscious 
overcom ing o f  the past, and by im p lic a tio n , the present.

A p p ly in g  th is to  cu ltu ra l and hum an d ive rs ity , and consequent 
d ivers ity  o f  values, the fu tu re  re flective person w ill come to  a new 
conscious m oral apprec ia tion o f  the divers ways o f behaviou—many 
of w h ich  are now  branded as im m ora l. As far as o ld tra d itio n a l 
systems o f  values are overcom e, we w ill reach a new plane where 
eve ry th ing  is presented w ith  equal status.

The eth ica l elem ent w h ich  comes fro m  the to ta liza tio n  o f  all 
these radials in to  a w ho le , w ill be o f  a h igher order than the present 
(d is in tegra ting ) linear m o ra lity , and w ill be a ju s tifica tio n  as w ell as 
a fe rtile  base fo r num erous form s and patterns o f  social 
re la tionsh ips. Th is means th a t any way o f  asserting human 
in d iv id u a lity  w ill receive support and encouragem ent fro m  the 
e th ica l system. The present g u ilt,  fear, and shame, and apprehension 
present m oralists experience when c o n fro n tin g  new fo rm s o f 
o rgan iza tion  and behaviour w ill disappear, and w ill be replaced by 
feelings o f  satisfaction and w ell-being w hich we experience in 
pe rfo rm in g  genuine, bene fic ien t, and creative action.

The new m o ra lity  w ill be one centred on the in te g rity  o f the 
ind iv id ua l in a sp iritu a l sense. I t  whus w ill d if fe r  fro m  present 
m o ra lity  w hich prescribes structures and fram ew orks o f behaviour,

w h ich  are essentially e x te rio r and no n -sp ir itu a l—th a t is do no t derive 
d ire c tly  fro m  present sp iritu a l and em otiona l needs and characters 
o f  ind iv idua ls . Include in th is analysis the im poverished nuclear 
fam ily  and m aterial (status, success) o r ie n ta t io n —values and 
structures w hich were no t questioned, and the re fo re  appeared as 
absolute to  those liv ing  in them. They are merging in to  the spherical 
g lobe-s itua tion  I have described. There are innum erable  styles o f  life  
o r a lternatives o f  behaviour. B ut the proscrib ing  e ffec t o f  the o ld 
linear pa tte rn  (o f 10 o r 15 years ago) is s till present in soc ia liza tion : 
the re fo re  ind iv idua l personal decisions—w hether i t  be to  experim ent 
w ith  psychedelic drugs, to  develop hom osexual re la tionsh ips, to  o p t 
fo r a life  o f  com m una l po lygam ous love re la tionsh ips- can loom  
large in ind iv id ua l anxious m inds. These w ill carry much less anx ie ty  
and social re p ro o f, as I have suggested, in the fu tu re .

The expansion o f  awareness w ill be th row n  back on to  the 
in d iv id u a l: a de te rm in ing  pa rt o f  the new m o ra lity  w ill be a more 
sudden awareness o f  the ind iv id ua l as in fin ite s im a l in an expanded 
w o rld , bu t fro m  a to ta l p o in t o f  view , i t  w ill be a w o rld  w hich has 
grow n closer toge the r, A fundam enta l character o f the new m o ra lity  
w ill be the o b lig a tio n  and necessity fo r  the ind iv idua l to  be H im self 
in the face o f  greatly  -expanded ro le possib ilities. Being Oneself is 
one o f  the most d i f f ic u lt  th ings an ind iv id ua l can accomplish in the 
jealous w o rld  we live in , where the prim e ac tiv ity  consists in 
w atch ing  O thers, in Measuring U p, Toeing the L ine , w atch ing ou t 
fo r O ur In terest and preparing ourselves as a p roduc t fo r  the 
depersonalized m arke t ou r soc ie ty  has produced. I t  is no w onder v e 
are faced w ith  sp iritu a l insecu rity  in the face o f  mass society and its 
inhum an con trad ic tio ns .

I th in k  man w ill tu rn  m ore tow ards his fe llo w  ind iv idua ls  to  
overcome the infin iteness o f  his env ironm en t, in seeking a selfless 
sp iritu a l sharing o f the human q u a lity  w ith  others. Th is w ill abolish 
the sp iritu a l crisis P ro f. Geering referred to , and w ill also bear ou t 
T  ei I lard de C ha rd in ’s vis ion o f  the reco iling o f  h u m an ity  upon itse lf.

The fac t tha t m odern socio logists and ph ilosophers are ta lk ing  
m ore about human fra gm e n ta tio n , spiritlessness, and a lienation , 
indicates tha t there is an awareness—gradua lly becom ing more 
so lid if ie d —o f w hat is needed. The pow er o f  man in e vo lu tion , is his 
a b ility  to  p ro jec t h im se lf in to  the fu tu re , th ro u g h t his im ag ination, 
and, m ore im p o rta n tly , th rough W ill. A nd it  is these qualities tha t 
begin to  ggive shape to  the fu tu re , as i t  determ ines ideals and actions 
in the present.

We have com e, tech no log ica lly , th ru  a stage o f rapid, sporadic, 
fragm ented , disconnected g row th  on all fro n ts . When human 
consciousness to ta lized  all th is , the to ta lized  consciousness w ill tu rn  
back on ou r m ateria l achievements, and reconstruc t them  according 
to the  sp iritua l needs o f  man. I t  w ill be a m ovem ent back tow ards 
the centre.

I f  you  take tim e  to  listen closely to  w h a t ou r visionaries and 
revo lu tionaries are saying, you w ill see th a t th is  has already begun.



IN order to deal with certain irrational difficulties people might 
raise to escape belief in Christ I will forget for a while to mention 
my knowledge of Jesus as a living presence in my life and 1 will talk 
at a merely intellectual level.

There are those who commit the error of believing that all of 
reality is an emergent phenomenon. They believe that it has arisen 
or evolved from the disorder of the primaeval chaos. The human 
existence or being, they postulate, comes about through an 
extended cause and effect chain stretching into antiquity. Without 
asking what began it, we may consider this chain giving rise to all 
human events except one. This is thinking or ‘reason’. Reason has an 
object, i.e. it is about’ something, unlike any other natural event. 
This means that a thought may be ‘true’ or ‘false’. If, in fact, 
thinking can be completely analysed as a psychological phenomenon 
then it need be accredited no validity. Let me explain. A thought 
can be considered true if it correctly apprehends or reflects some 
aspect of the reality which is its object. It is not necessarily true if il 
is only evoked or ‘caused’ by a preceding event. This true’ oi 
‘ground-consequent’ type of relation can have no basis in an 

I emergent reality which will only have a place for the incidental or 
‘cause-effect’ (inferred) relationship of psychology. However any 
science which claims that reality is such that reason is invalid is 
testifying to its own inherent invalidity. It is proving itself to be 
nonsense. Without a ‘valid’ condition in our reason we not only 
cannot have logic but we also cannot have psychology or biology.

If reason, though not limited by natural invalidity is only a 
manifestation of a supernatural’ reality which has arisen in the 
course of nature then it still remains inherently nonsensical. Reason 
must be preceded by reason and hence the Christian conviction of a 
prime reasoning being existing before and manifested throughout 
nature. .The Christian, in short, has an eminently reasonable belief in 
a transcendent, supernatural God who constantly interacts with man 
whereas the atheist must cling to his blind faith. You may ask 
whether reason could have just arisen and been selected for in the 
evolutionary history of man. Let us examine this claim A system 
geared to react only in ‘cause and effect’ terms could never, without 
the insight of pre-existent reason, spontaneously give rise to reason. 
On the basis of experiential growth we can well imagine the 
development of a complex ‘expectancy’ system but never a system
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which would understand or grasp the difference between black 
things are not white’ and ‘I have never seen a black thing which is 
white’.

This understanding of tautology, comparable to that involved in 
the statement 2 x 3 = 6 is basic to the growth of science (if 
tautology is that which is time’ ( -a  priori) inflexibly). However too 
often science misguidedly attempts to undermine its own logical 
foundation by an irrational belief in the adequacy of a materialistic 
view of nature.

To consider another point it has always seemed strange to me 
that scientists should seek an order and regularity behind nature 
when, to be consistent with their scientific materialism, they should 
expect none.

Similarly I have boggled at the moral prescriptions (involving 
judgements such as ‘we are responsible to others’, ‘we should value 
human life and happiness of others’ or even ‘life is bettern than 
death’) which proceed from the lips of those who in their own 
philosophy, must deny the validity of any moral conviction at all. I 
have never heard of one relativist philosopher who was, consistent 
with his own view, a moral apathetic and unaffected by the plight of 
his fellow man. To the Christian, an absolute God with an 
unchanging love and value for all men introduces a moral 
prescription the moment he enters a man’s life. From the 
recognition of the need for a morally imperative dynamic in our 
lives the Christian makes the step of faith which brings every reason 
to believe is real.

If by looking hard at the glass pane of reason through which we 
view the world rather than the world itself we can recognise God 
but that is all there is to it then I would surely not have bothered to 
write this article. If God was merely intellectually satisfying I have 
every reason in the world for writing what I have.

Grant Gillet
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WAS JESUS A FREAK?

So it seems you can 'trip out’ on Jesus. Alan Watts (p.4, 
31, The Catonsville Roadrunner) asks “Whose Jesus? Billy Grain 
or mine?” , and to the response “Well, it’s all the same, isn’l 
categorically states “ It is not.” He goes on to say: . . . Billy Gral 
follows a long tradition wherin the gospel (or “good news”) of 
has been eclipsed and perverted by pedestalization, by kicking j 
upstairs so as to get him out of the way, and by following a rein 
about Jesus instead of the religion of Jesus.

Obviously, Jesus was not the man he was as a result of mai 
Jesus Christ his personal saviour. The religion of Jesus was tha: 
knew he was a son of God, and the phrase ‘son o f means ‘of 
nature o f, so that a son of God is an individual who realizes tha 
is, and always has been, one with God. “ I and the Father are 

When Jesus spoke these words the crowd took up stones to si 
him. He said: “ I have shown you many good works from the Fail 
and for which do you stone me?” They answered “We’re 
stoning you for a good work, but for a blasphemy, because 
being a man, make yourself God.”

But the self-styled Christians, and especially the fundamenii 
bibliolaters, always insist that Jesus was the only son of womam 
was also the son of God, and thus call upon us to follow 
example of the one human freak who had the unique advantagi 
being the Boss’s son.

This is not a gospel: it is a chronic hang-up, a self-frustra 
guilt trip. It isolates the career of Jesus as an exhibit in a 
case-for worship but not for use.

It is obvious to any informed student of the history 
psychology of religion that Jesus was one of many who had 
intense experience of cosmic consciousness-of the vivid realisati 
that oneself is a manifestation of the eternal energy of the univei 
the basic “I am” .

The good news is that if Jesus could realise his identity» 
God, you can also-but this God does not have to be idolisedasi 
imperious monarch with a royal court of angels and ministers.

So it turns out that our new breed of Jesus Freaks are follow] 
the old non-gospel of the freaky Jesus-of the bizarre man who? 
unnaturally born and whose corpse was wierdly reanimated for 
space trip into heaven. (End of Quote). (These ancient images can 
course be interpreted in a more profound and non-literal way: 
Lloyd Geering: “The Resurrection-a Symbol of Hope.” )

The question thus posed by Watts is whether the missionary a 
of the Jesus Freaks is misdirected. Their emphasis on Jesus a; 
freak, and on Christianity as an oddity thereby, must call in 
question the psychological wholesomeness of the Christian attitud 
to life; and moreover such emphasis does not make for mi 
harmonious dialogue with the various cultures and religions of 4 
world whose adherents will find repungnant such a parochi 
fanaticism. .
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Mrs Jacobs comes from  up north. Her fam ily  
has a house there which is almost paid o ff bar 
$1000; it has just been refurnished and is looking  
really nice. Mrs Jacob's husband has got 
promotion, but the job is in Auckland, so they 
have let their house fo r $4 a week and now they 
are renting a condemned house, a house that is 
literally rotting  away, fo r $18 a week. Mrs Jacobs 
likes Auckland, she does not want to go back up 
north; " I t ' l l  be better fo r the kids down here."

They come from  the rural areas to get 
employment, excitement or freedom from  the 
more rigid moral and social codes of the country. 
They come because they know if they don 't come, 
their children w ill come anyhow and they w ill be 
left behind. If they can't buy their own house, 
they will find  that if they want to rent a place that 
is as nice as the one they le ft behind, they w ill have 
to pay as much in rent as many of them are 
earning, so they settle fo r what Mrs Jacobs settled 
for -  $18 a week fo r a condemned house.

Some come from  the Pacific Islands like Tungi 
from Tonga. He paid $9 a week fo r a 6 ft by 10ft 
room; his son came to stay and the landlord 
wanted $9 a week from  him too, and then a friend  
came and another $9 was asked for — for one 
room, $27. Some overstay their permits and are 
blackmailed by the landlords, so they either pay 
the exorbitant rents or face deportation.

While the inellectuals ta lk o f going up country  
and growing a few vegetables, tasting the country  
air and being free from  the pressures o f c ity  life, 
those people who are doing precisely this and being 
killed by the boredom of it  all, keep coming to the 
city so they can w ork 50 hours a week, spend 10 
to 12 hours a week travelling so that they can work 
those f if ty , live in poverty, suffer discrim ination, 
fill the coffers o f the rich and go to  the pub on 
Saturday night.

DISCRIMINATION
Discrimination in housing is rife: about 25% of 

landlords, when asked w ill openly state that they 
won't perm it Maoris or Islanders or even
Pakeha-Polynesian couples to stay in the ir flats. 
There are many more landlords who w ill 
discriminate, but w on 't adm it to  doing so, and 
there are those who discriminate w ithou t even 
realising what they are doing, like the lady who 
wouldn't object to  a Samoan fam ily in her fla t "as 
long as they were the right type ." N ot many 
Samoans were going to  f i t  her defin ition  o f the 
"right type". There are, or course, those
champions o f equality, the rack-renters, who are 
prepared to exp lo it anyone who has got the 
money, and there are, submerged in all that dross, 
a few decent, non-discriminating landlords.

Of course, it is hardly ever the landlord himself 
or herself that discriminates; "oh  no, I've nothing  
against the coloured people, it's simply that I have 
other tenants in adjoining flats and it  w ou ldn 't be 
fair to them, now, would it?”  The fact that you are 
a Pakeha and your Maori w ife works in a bank does 
not alter the situation.

But that's just the most obvious kind of 
discrimination; more insidious and more prevalent 
is the discrimination against children. One land 
agent has said that 90% o f all landlords would not 
allow children in the ir flats and houses. The most 
often quoted reason fo r this discrim ination is that 
children tend to do a lo t o f damage to a property, 
more, in fact, than party throw ing adults. 
However, possibly the major black mark against 
children is that they are not wage earners, and as 
such are d iff ic u lt to  explo it. Also, as an added 
disadvantage, they tend to  tie up one adult 
member o f the household preventing him or her 
from being a wage earner as well. This usually 
leaves only one wage earner in the fam ily and 
about $25 dollars a week maximum is about all he 
can afford in rent. The moral o f this story fo r  
landlords is; if you want your $30 plus a week fo r 
rent and you want to  get i t  w ith o u t any fuss, then, 
for heaven's sake, don 't let children in. As fo r solo

The Wihongis stayed on w ithou t power.

mothers — how they ever manage to  rent 
accommodation most landlords w ill never know. 
5usan, who has three children, lives on a social 
security benefit o f $36 a week of which she pays 
$16 a week in rent. She manages, or has done so, 
but now she has been given a weeks notice prior to 
eviction. She's actually entitled to a month's 
notice, but as she does not know this the landlord 
w on 't tell her. Susan is prepared to pay $20 fo r a 
two bedroom fla t, but everyone she has rung up so 
far has turned her down because she is a solo 
parent. Nobody is to  know this, but Susan is ill 
with what is believed to be cancer, and her plight 
resembles one that so many New Zealanders are in 
when another crisis is heaped upon their already 
d iffic u lt sturggle fo r a reasonable standard of 
living. She w ill probably end up in a State house in 
some anonymous State housing area along w ith  a 
lo t o f other solo mothers and families fo r whom a 
state house is the end product of a series o f failures 
to  compete in our materialistic society.

Not quite as bad as having children is having 
pets. One landlady, on discovering that her 
hitherto respectable tenants owned a cat, prom ptly  
asked for a $60 bond (on top of the $40 already 
paid) to  cover the damage that the cat m ight do.

A t the bottom  of the barrel are the 
'untouchables', those tenants on the blacklists 
compiled by landlord organizations such as 
'Flatters W orld'. There can never beany guarantee 
against malicious in tent on the part of the landlord 
who lays in form ation against a tenant, and lists can 
stand in perpetual condemnation of the
unsuspecting flat-hunter.

A t the other end o f the spectrum are those 
most favoured of tenants, the "bus. couple" 
(white, no children, no pets and no friends). These 
people are respectable, t id y , quiet and best of all, 
they both work and can quite easily afford the $20 
to  $35 asked for rent. I f  landlords ever have a 
vision o f paradise, it  probably consists of row upon 
row of one bedroom flats filled  w ith  "bus. 
couples."

RENT INCREASES
Like everything else discrim ination has 

probably gone up in the last twelve months. When 
the housing rtfarket is tigh t landlords can afford to 
give reign to the ir prejudices. Just how tight the 
housing market is can be seen by comparing the 
rents o f twelve months ago w ith  the rents of today. 
Over this period the cost o f one bedroom flats has 
increased from  $16 to  $20; tw o bedroom flats, 
from  $24 to  $30, one to tw o bedroom houses, 
from  $23 to  $30 and three to five bedroom houses 
from  $29 to $40. The percentage increase is over 
25%. This isn't like other price increases 
either—you can avoid a good deal o f these by 
judicious buying or by making more things 
yourself, but accommodation is not something you 
can do w ithou t; you have really got no choice but 
to  pay the price the landlords demand. It is not 
uncommon fo r landlords to  put up the rent on one 
and tw o bedroom flats by $8 a week. If  the average 
income fo r a working fam ily man is $46 a week, he 
w ill be lucky if  he can afford a one bedroom fla t at 
todays prices; even w ith  a 25% increase in his 
wages a 3 bedroom home that he could afford  
would be d iff ic u lt to  find.

Houses to  rent close to  the c ity  are becoming 
more and more d iff ic u lt to  find  anyhow. Some 
have been demolished to make way fo r the 
motorway, others fo r industrial and office  
buildings; some have come down to  make way fo r 
blocks of flats, or fo r the 24 year old Freeman's 
Bay Slum Clearance Scheme, but most often, if 
they are being rented out, a house is a much better 
le tting proposition if its not a house, but 
partitioned in to either three one bedroom flats or 
tw o twobedroomed flats. Partitioning works better 
in terms o f the amount of rent that can be 
asked—$60 a week for flats vs $40 a week fo r a 
house—and from  the po in t o f view o f ease of 
letting and duration o f tenancy. Two or three 
tenants are easier to  find  at any one time than a 
larger group and they are, perhaps, less likely to 
split up and leave the landlord w ith  an unlet place 
on his hands. If  the high rents being charged fo r 
houses forces families to  live in these confined 
spaces, in the next generation o f New Zealanders 
there w ill be a substantial number o f people 
suffering from  the social diseases produced by 
poverty and overcrowding prevalent in the slums in 
the rest o f the western world, but until now still o f 
manageable proportions in New Zealand.

EXPLOITATION
Rent is the devil that we have always known, 

but recently new methods o f explo ita tion have 
been steadily increasing in popularity. The bond is 
becoming a permanent fix tu re  asked in almost 
every case. The bond is justified by landlords as a 
kind o f insurance against damage to  property, 
despite the fact that almost every landlord w ill 
have ordinary insurance cover against damage; 
cover that the tenant already w ill be paying for. If 
damage does occur to  a property then the landlord 
gets paid twice fo r its cost.

How much a landlord w ithholds o f bond 
money is entirely up to  him : one w ithheld $50 
because o f holes made in the bathroom wall where 
the tenant had put screws fo r a towel rail and a 
toothbrush rack. The bond can be w ithheld fo r a 
m ultitude o f reasons many of them unrelated to  
damage to  property. For instance, one landlord, 
after giving his tenants three weeks notice, was to ld  
that his fla t would be vacated w ith in  a week, 
whereupon he w ithheld the $30 bond on the 
grounds that the tenants had not given him  
suffic ient notice of the ir in tention to  leave. Many 
landlords don 't even bother to  give an explanation 
fo r the w ithholding o f bonds, they just take the 
money (which is usually two weeks rent or $100) 
because they know tha t most tenants w ill be 
unable or unw illing to  go through w ith the legal 
procedures required to get their money back. 

.There is one landlord who owns 150 properties 
: each w ith  a $40 bond on them; he boasts that he 
l never returns a bond, it  is his perk. Some perk 

$7,500 a round.

Even if  the landlord does repay the bond, he 
does not repay the tenant fo r the use o f his money 
over the duration o f the tenancy. For the landlord, 
if he has a block o f ten flats and he is charging $50 
in bond fo r each o f them, than that is $500 of 
other peoples' money he has got almost 
permanently (as one tenant leaves his bond money 
is replaced by the incoming tenant) and free of 
charge for him to put to  any use he wants, 
regardless of any objection that the rightfu l owner 
of that money m ight have to  that use.

"F la tters ' W orld " has come up w ith  a new 
method of exp lo ita tion in the form  of compulsory 
insurance. Anyone who rents through this 
organization has to  buy personal insurance cover 
equivalent to  one weeks rent. This means that 
anyone wanting to  rent a $40 house through 
Flatters' World would have to  pay, before setting a 
foo t in the door, $80 fo r tw o weeks rent in 
advance, $80 bond, $40 insurance and $5 
membership fee; in all an outlay o f $205. The cost 
through a real estate agency would be roughly the 
same, except tha t instead o f getting $40 worth of 
insurance cover, you  would pay that sum as the 
cost o f placement through the agency. Some 
agencies w ill charge $10 to  $20 on top of this as a 
fee for a llow ing the prospective tenant to  look 
through their files.

A ll in all $200 plus is a massive outlay fo r a 
working class fa m ily  to a fford  if  they want to  
move into a house, when they get almost nothing  
in return. This does not take in to  account the 
additional burdens tha t w ill be incurred such as the 
cost o f travel in looking fo r a place and the cost o f 
removal o f the ir fu rn itu re  from  the place they le ft 
or were evicted from . If poor families can amass 
these required sums of money on what litt le  they 
earn, it  can on ly  be assumed that someone must 
have suffered somewhere along the line. The 
increase o f m a lnu trition  and rickets amongst 
children, and the high rate o f in fant m orta lity  in 
the Polynesian fam ilies may give some indication  
of who is fo o tin g  the b ill.

HOUSES OF THE POOR
What do people do when they cannot a fford  a 

reasonable place to  live in? Like Mrs Jacobs they 
are forced to  live in condemned or substandard 
housing. Mrs Mamaku pays $13 a week fo r a two  
bedroomed house tha t has got holes right through 
the walls, wooden stairs and floors that are rotting  
away and a bathroom  that has nothing in it  but a 
bath. The to ile t is in the corner of the section 
hidden m the undergrowth, and the wash-house is 
out in the backyard where there is no tub  fo r 
rinsing and no shelter fo r the washing machine or 
Mrs Mamaku when she is washing fo r her five  
children.

Then there are the Henrys. Mr Henry once had 
a state house, but lost it when his firs t w ife died. 
Mrs Henry's firs t husband was kiled in a car 
accident. Together they have five children. N ot so 
long ago Mr Henry fell ill, lost his job  and 
consequently got evicted. Now the fam ily  are living 
in a house w ithou t power and w ithou t a bath. The 
place used to  have a bath, but when the previous

landlord sold i t  he knew it  was going to br 
demolished so he stole the plumbing. The Henrys 
like Mrs Mamaku, hope to  get a state house, bui 
the ir wait may be a long one.

The Wihongi fam ily live in a house w ith faulty 
wiring which one day caught fire  and extensivf 
damage was caused, leaving the house f i t  only fo i 
demolition. But the Wihongis stayed on w ithoui 
power and w ithou t a good deal of the ir fu rn iture  
and clothing, fo r the landlord had taken these 
away and refuses to return them. A fte r living ir 
squalid conditions fo r nine months, the State 
Advances Corporation came to  the ir rescue and the 
Wihongis w ill be resettled in Mangere.

These are just a few examples; there are 
hundreds of people living in substandard 
accommodation. They don 't dare complain to the 
c ity  council's health department, because they 
know that the cost o f any repairs w ill be added tc 
the ir rent. Nor do they want any photograph; 
taken o f their living quarters, firs tly  because they 
feel that it  is degrading, that people won t believe 
that th y have to  live in such conditions, an: 
secondly they are afraid o f being evicted by the 
landlord if  he sees the photograph. But you car 
stand out on the road and see the fire  escapes thai 
old men have to  come down in one o1 
Friendlander's properties. They are just chain; 
hanging from  the windows, and in many cases 
dragged up in to a bundle so as to  prevent them  
from  hanging over the w indow below; you might 
be burnt to  death before you could undo some of 
them.

In one week four evicted families were placec 
in State Advances houses through the agency of 
the Tenants Protection Association, but this 
cannot be a continuing process. The corporation 
has a waiting list of thousands in Auckland alone; 
it  represents the only hope that many families have 
to  pay the rent that they can afford, but in an area 
tha t stretches from  Mercer to  Wellsford there are 
only 480 vacancies a year; so while the really 
desperate cases do get help, they have literally got 
to  be out on the street w ith  a very real possibility 
o f spending the night there before they can be sure 
o f a house.

In Britain, one of the very few developed 
countries in the worid which spends a smaller 
percentage of its gross national product on housing 
than does New Zealand, there are a quarter o f a 
m illion people living in cars. It  has not come to this 
yet here, but the way things are going this might 
not be too far away.
CAUSES OF THE HOUSING SHORTAGE

Just what has happened to our housing? The 
facts are that considerably less houses are being 
b u ilt now than six years ago. In 1966 25,700 
houses were bu ilt, in 1969 only 21,764. In 1970 
23,258 homes were b u ilt, but in 1971 the number 
dropped agaiq to  under 23^000. The Royal 
Commission o f Inquiry in to  Housing has received 
various estimates o f how many houses w ill be 
required in the next decade. A ll suggest that the 
number w ill be in the v ic in ity  o f 300,000. To fu lfil
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this requirement, 5,000 more homes should have been b u ilt in 1971 
than was the case. The projections fo r 1972 indicate that 26,000 
might be b u ilt; 3,000 more homes being b u ilt as the result o f an 
increase in the lim its o f earnings permissible fo r e lig ib ility  fo r State 
Advances Corporation loans. Even assuming tha t rising costs don 't 
swallow up these extra funds we w ill still be 3,000 homes short in 
1972 and w ith  each successive year the shortage w ill worsen. 
Already we are at least the 20,000 homes short that we were during 
the depression.

Of course people in the lower income groups have been the 
hardest h it. In 1960, when fam ily benefit capitalization was firs t 
introduced as a means o f helping poorer families towards home 
ownership, 7,800 homes were b u ilt under the scheme, but by 1971 
only 3,200 homes were being b u ilt under the scheme. This means 
tha t over 10 years thousands and thousands o f poor families have 
been denied homes o f the ir own, simply because the Government 
was prepared to  le t this perfectly workable scheme d r ift  into  
obscurity. I t  is true that since this year is election year, measures 
have been introduced which w ill a lllow  3,000 more homes to be 
b u ilt under benefit capitalization, but the number is still far too  
small fo r it  to  represent anything more than a sop to public opinion  
and attem pt to  cool the housing issue un til the elections are over.

We are always hearing how the building industry is having to lay 
o ff people; well in the ten years between 1961 and 1970 there has 
been an increase from  63,300 to 68,700 in the numbers employed 
in the industry. However, in that section of the industry involved in 
build ing houses and flats, over the same period, numbers have 
dropped from  15,600 to  13,100. There is an old story about 
whenever there is a depression in the offing, the banks and insurance 
companies start the construction o f new buildings because there is 
no more secure investment than real estate.

MORTGAGE INCREASES
The biggest single reason fo r the drop in the number o f houses, is 

the gradual withdrawal o f Government financial assistance to home 
building. In 1961, the Government spent $101 m illion  on housing, 
in 1970 this had dropped to $83 m illion . When rising costs are taken 
in to  account (and these have risen nearly 60% in ten years), then the 
percentage con tribu tion  of Government money to  housing has fallen 
from  70% o f all money invested in housing in 1961 to 45% in 1970. 
In the same period the value o f houses b u ilt as a percentage o f our 
gross national product has fallen from  5.53 to 4.03.

The thing about Government money fo r housing is that it has 
been trad itiona lly  cheap money. Most $tate Advances mortgages are 
either 3% or 5!4%. Twelve years ago 20% o f all home mortgages 
were at 3%, and 36.5% were at 51/2%; only 6.8% were above 6%. In 
1969 only 2.3% were at 3%, 15.4% at 51/2% and 63.8% at greater 
than 6%. Ten years ago 80% o f all mortgages were under 51/2%, 
today 80% are above that figure. This means that even if  wage 
increases have kept pace w ith  the increased house prices, the cost of 
borrowed money is so much higher today, that it  could be more 
d iff ic u lt earning enough money to  pack back a mortgage, than it  is 
to  rent a house. A firs t mortgage from  a private lending institu tion  
w ill probably cost in the v ic in ity  of 8Y2%, and a second up to 14%, 
so that house buyers can easily find  themselves paying o ff $16-$18 a 
week just in interest, w ithou t depreciating the size of the capital at 
all.

I t  is this increase in mortgage rates which is the undefeatable 
part o f in fla tion. It  means that people have to pay up to  a f if th  
more o f the ir income — $10 — in paying o ff just the interest, not 
the capital, o f their mortgage, than they would have had to ten 
years ago. I t  is no surprise that the money lenders like Broadlands (a 
general finance, house and land developer) have shown staggering 
increases in pro fits and assets over the last five years: 1030% and 
1400% respectively. As the Herald headline said, "the  sky the lim it 
fo r Finance Firms gains," even if  it bleeds the country dry.

ROYAL COMMISSION
The Government has actively pursued a policy of w ithdraw ing  

Government money from  the housing industry, because it  feels that 
private enterprise should be le ft w ith  the responsibility o f providing  
the nations' homes. The Royal Commission o f Inquiry in to  Housing 
made its recommendations on the basis that state finance—almost all 
o f which is channelled through the State Advances 
Corporation—should be restrained and restricted. The Corporation, 
whose every action is monitored by the Minister o f Finance, Mr 
Muldoon, is, as we have seen being gradually w ithdrawn from  the 
financing o f housing. This is in spite of the fact that the Corporation 
is not a drain on Government funds, on the contrary, i t  is a p ro fit 
making organization which pays taxes on a modest p ro fit  o f about 
$5 m illion  a year. People who live in State houses or get State 
Advances loans, are not receiving something fo r nothing, they are 
paying a fa ir price fo r a service, one which allows the ir landlords or 
mortgagers to  make a p ro fit.

While the Royal Commission's recommendations are, on the 
whole, meritorious in that they aim fo r a solution o f the housing

Mrs Manukau hopes to  get a State House.

shortage, fo r provision o f low  rental flats and homes close to  the 
c ity , fo r a stop to the planning of huge, lifeless complexes of State 
houses and a start to  the planning of intergrated communities for 
rich and poor, Polynesian, Maori and Pakeha, and the provision o f a 
better housing environment for all; none o f them w ill come to  pass 
unless finance is available fo r the dispossessed to build the homes 
they so desparately need. When "4 0  to  40% of all potential clients 
fo r new homes have to be turned away because o f the ir lack of 
finance", no amount of private enterprise can help them, fo r they 
have nothing to exploit; they w ill be le ft to  sink in the mire o f their 
ow n pro fit-m aking  incapacity. However, even as the
recommendations stand, and have stood since A pril o f last year, 
nothing has been done about them, in line w ith  Government policy  
in other areas. The National Party hopes that if  it  ignores the 
problem fo r long enough, it  w ill go away.

The effect of the Government's lack o f a housing policy on the 
rental situation is to force thousands o f people who have owned 
their own homes to have to  continue to  pay rent. Demand fo r rental 
accommodation has thus been pushed up, especially in the cities, 
and as the demand has increased, so have the prices that landlords 
can get. The people who have been hardest h it are the very same 
families who should not now be renting homes; they cannot a fford  
the money that groups o f single people or childless couples can pay. 
A rent freeze, if it comes, w ill come far too late, fo r already the 
rents are much too high, and once a rent freeze is in the air, rents 
will go up again before the freeze is enacted. What is needed is a fa ir 
rents act where the rent fo r reasonable accommodation is a fixed  
proportion o f what the average worker can be expected to earn. The 
Royal Commission of Inquiry  in to  Housing suggest the one-fifth  o f 
the average wage is probably a reasonable amount to  pay fo r  
accommodation. Where in Auckland could you rent a house fo r $10  
to  $12 a week?

TENANT'S PROTECTION ASSOCATION
The need to do something to alleviate the situation, especially in 

the high density rental areas around Auckland c ity , resulted in the 
form ation o f a group called the Tenant's Protection Association, 
which is involved in social, legal and po litica l activities on behalf of 
tenants.

The Association has already had to  deal w ith  a number of 
evicted families. Often the landlord has given on ly a few days notice
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even though where there is no tenancy agreement the tenant ii 
entitled to  a month's notice in writing. 5ome landlords employ 
strong arm men to  frighten or force tenants in to  leaving before they 
legally have to. Some o f these families were placed in State 
Advances homes, others were found alternative accommodation )! 
member o f the Association put one fam ily up in his own flat. Since 
it  was not possible to  find  accommodation immediately for all the 
families, the Association decided to  commandeer an empty city 
council house which was due for dem olition some time in the 
fu ture, and use it  as a transit house, where people can stay until 
somewhere else is found fo r them to go. The C ity Council has no* 
perm itted the Association to  use the house until such time as a more 
suitable place can be found fo r use as a transit house. At the 
moment, tw o families are living there.

On the legal side, the Association is suing landlords for 
nonrepayment of bonds, and ensuring that such rights as the tenants 
have in law are observed by landlords. However, since there is so 
litt le  legal protection fo r the tenant, and the social assistance that 
can be given by the association members can never do more than 
scratch the surface of the problem, the major aim of the 
organization has been to put pressure on the C ity Council and the 
Government to  implement policies which w ill elim inate the housing 
shortage and bring about an equitable rental situation. While the 
Association is involved in as much 'social w ork ' as it  can physically

' manage, its function is not to  do a job, the responsibility for which 
must ultim ate ly be Government's.

The Association has attempted to  bring political pressure to bear 
by the staging o f protests. Members o f the Association held a 
demonstration against one Auckland landlord who was evictingh« 
tenant because rent was w ithheld in an attem pt to  force the 
landlord to  pay the $200 required to repair the electrical wiring. 
This landlord also threatened to  use security men to  remove the 
tenant's fu rn itu re  from  the property. Unfortunate ly, in law, the 
only reason that a tenant can w ithho ld  rent to  pay fo r repairs to his 
dwelling is in cases where that dwelling has been damaged by 
earthquake or flood. A ll tha t was achieved here was a stay of 
execution.

More effective as a protest was the establishment of a weekend 
tent town called "Squatters' W orld " This was set up to  highlight the 
housing shortage. A t  the tim e the Association had four families on 
its hands and no permanent accommodation fo r them. While none 
o f these actually camped out the protest was indicative of the 
possibility that in the near fu ture people may have to  do just this, 
fact, a welfare officer recently advised a solo mother of five 
children, who was having extreme d iff ic u lty  in finding a place to 
live, to  try  and find  accommodation in a m otor camp. "Squatters' 
W orld " was staged on a piece o f C ity Council land which has been 
vacant fo r six years, and which is soon to  be the dwelling place of 
those who can a fford  the $18,000 cost o f the town houses to be 
b u ilt there. In this the C ity Council has to ta lly  abdicated its 
responsibility to  provide Ponsonby immediately w ith  some low cost 
housing to make up fo r the housing it  has indiscriminately 
destroyed fo r the motorway and slum clearance schemes.

Hundreds o f people came down to  "Squatters' W orld" to talk 
and to  find  ou t what was going on and what could be done, but 
noticeable fo r the ir absence were Auckland's political figures. Only 
Michael Bassett and Cath Tizard from  the Council came to see it 
(although Dr Lindo Fergusson took time o ff to  meet the association 
at the Transit house), and none o f the candidates fo r the general 
election or members o f parliament from  any o f the major parties 
came along. The only political party who showed any interest in 
"Squatters' W orld " were the Communists; they also brought along 
some food. Over the weekend hundreds of signatures were collected 
fo r a petition  drawn up by the Association which asks for 1) a rent 
freeze, 2) an inquiry in to  house and fla t letting and 3) 
implementation o f the recommendations o f the Housing 
Commissions' report. This petition is still circulating, and will be 
presented to Parliament on the 6th o f June.

In the pipeline fo r the Assocation are plans to  extend their social 
and legal services and to  conduct an in-depth survey on the rental 
situation in Auckland.

It is imperative that housing be one o f the major issues of the 
coming election. I f  something is not done soon, the cost for New 
Zealand in the futre could be enormous. The rack-rental slums that 
are becoming a reality w ill be the breeding ground o f bitter racial 
and social discrim ination and oppression. Thousands of lives will be 
wasted fo r the sake o f fillin g  the pocks o f the few.
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Dear Sir,
F R E N C H  T E ST S

The in v ita tio n  in th e  la s t issue o f  “C ra ccu m ” to  se n d  to  
Monsieur P o m p id o u  le tte r s  o f  p r o te s t  a ga in st th e F rench  a to m ic  
tests in th e  P acific  is so  n aive th a t o n ly  a  sh o r t-s ig h te d  b o o k w o r m  
could en te r ta in  a n y  h o p e  o f  m ak in g  an im p a c t on  th e  F R en ch  
Government.

S tu d en ts  sh o u ld  sh o w  m o re  im a g in a tio n  a n d  m o re  insight. We 
should a lso  g ive  a  m o re  en erg e tic  a n d  sin cere  ex a m p le  o f  
involvem ent in th is  issue w h ich  is a c o n fro n ta tio n  b e tw e e n  an  
arrogant G o vern m en t a n d  p e o p le s  liv in g  in th e  S o u th  P acific.

There is a m u ch  m o re  e f f ic ie n t m ean s o f  brin g in g  s w if t ly  to  th e  
notice o f  th e  F ren ch  G o v e rn m e n t th e  f a c t  th a t w e  stro n g ly  
disapprove o f  a n d  o p p o s e  th e  e x p lo s io n  o f  n u clear d ev ice s  in th e  
Pacific.

Our H igh S ch o o l, U n ivers ity  a n d  A d u l t  E d u ca tio n  s tu d e n ts  
should s to p  n o w , in th is  se c o n d  te rm , a t te n d in g  all F rench  lec tu res, 
classes a n d  c lu b  m eetin gs. The F rench  G o v e rn m e n t c o u ld  n o t  ignore  
a p ro te s t w h ich  th rea ten s th e  cu ltiva tio n  o f  F ren ch  language a n d  
culture abroad . A f te r  all, F rench cu ltu re  is th e  sp ea rh ea d  o f  French  
economic p en e tra tio n . I t  is a n o th er  m o re  su b tle  a n d  m o re  p e rs is te n t  
form o f  c o lo n isa tio n  w hich  w e en d u re  b ecau se o f  v e s te d  in te re s ts  
and p a y  fo r .

We sh o u ld  n o t  s to p  a t  this. We sh ou ld , as ta x p a yers , a sk  ou r  
G overnm ent th e ir  reason  f o r  co n tin u in g  to  f in a n ce  th e  teach in g  o f  
French language a n d  lite ra tu re  in o u r e d u ca tio n a l sy s te m . Is  French  
really n e e d e d  b y  us in th is age? Is i t  so  im p o r ta n t in th e  P acific, 
where th e  F ren ch  p re sen ce  is l im ite d  to  a f e w , tin y  co lon ia l 
territories? Can w e  a f fo r d  to  sp e n d  $ 2 .5  m illion  p e r  y e a r  to  teach  
French in o u r se c o n d a ry  sc h o o ls  a n d  u n ivers ities , in s te a d  o f  
devoting th is su m  to  o th e r  m o re  v ita l su b je c ts  such as th e  scien ces  
and m ed ic in e?

I f  so m e o n e  asserts th a t o u r e c o n o m y  n eed s  trade  w ith  F rance, i t  
is true to  say th a t F rance n eed s  o u r w o o l a n d  p rim a ry  p ro d u c ts  even  
more than w e n e e d  h e r  co sm e tic s , cars a n d  cu lture.

M iso  G allo
Monsieur le  P re s id en t P o m p id o u ,

K eep  y o u r  o w n  frtakm g garbage in th e  sam e p la ce  I a ssu m e y o u  
set aside to  d e a l w ith  y o u r  p erso n a l excesses, a n d  th en  p e rso n a lly  
excess u p o n  it.

Y o u r fa ith fu lly .
A l l  In te llig e n t a n d  U n in te llig en t P eo p les  E veryw h ere .

Dear Sir,
G ram m aticu s R e x  d id n ’t  h a l f  g e t  h im s e lf  in a k n o t  on  th e  b ack  

stage M ay 4!
H e se em s to  th in k  F o u n d er  P re s s ’s L i t t l e  W h ite  B o o k  is  

SERIOUS.
His h y s te r ia  m a tc h e d  B a r tle tts , th o  h is  w o rd s  w ere  b e t te r  chosen.
U nless th e  re v ie w  w as a d o u b le -leg -p u ll I  s u b m it th a t G .R . is 

witless -  h e ’s g o t  n o  sense o f  h u m ou r.
The b o o k ’s a b ig  jo k e . I t  sa y s  V.D. can b e  p ic k e d  u p  fr o m  p u b lic  

grots b y  h a n d  o r  M O U T H  c o n ta c t  a n d  i t  w arn s th e  fa i th fu l  n ever to  
use pu b lic  con ven ien ces .

B ut m o s t ly  th e  L it t le  W hite B o o k  ta k es G o d  to  h is  logical 
conclusion.

The j o k e ’s on  P a tr ic ia  B a r t le t t  a n d  G ra m m a ticu s R ex .
On a n y b o d y  w h o  crosses h is  legs a ll th e  w a y  h o m e , a n d  on  G .R . 

for believ in g  a n y o n e  c o u ld  b e  s tu p id  en ou gh  to  lick  a p u b lic  
labatory.

W in ton  C ossets

(Editorial N o te :  G ra m m a ticu s  R e x  d e c lin e d  to  m a k e  c o m m e n t on  
this an d  w e n t ba ck  to  h is  la v a to ry  lick in g .)

C A P I T A L I S T  P l ^ S H A  \ 6  T H C -  
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D ear Sir,
S o m e  o d d  rem arks:
Y ou  y o u n g s te r s  h a ve  n o t  been  u n d er  a h e a v y  air-raid, as I  h ave, 

bein g  an ex -L o n d o n er . S o  h e re  is so m e  idea o f  h o w  lon g  s ta n d in g  
r e p e t i tiv e  p ropagan da  can a f fe c t  th in k in g . A r m y  drill is an ex a m p le  
o f  this; m a k es th e  v ic tim  “r e c e p t iv e ” to  o rders!

N o w  in W W I I H it le r ’s L u f tw a f fe  u sed  to  m o u n t a f e in t  a tta c k  on  
a to w n  to  d ra w  o f f  f ig h te r  co ver , a n d  th en  p u t  in th e m ain fo rc e  o f  
b o m b e rs  o n  th e  real targe t.

S o  w h en  w e h a d  an a ir-ra id  a n d  h ea rd  n e x t m orn in g  th e B B C  
a n n o u n cer say “a h e a v y  e n e m y  a ir a tta c k  w as m a d e  on  a S o u th  E a s t  
t o w n ” y o u  th o u g h t i t  w as y o u r  to w n . (T h e  d iffe ren ce  b e tw e en  
1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  lb s o f  b o m b s  a n d  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  is h a rd  to  d istingu ish  w h en  
y o u  are u n d ern ea th ) so  w e tu n e d  in to  D eu ch la n zen d er (R a d io  
H am bu rg) to  g e t  th e  N a z i version  w hich  gave th e  nam es o f  th e  
to w n s . N o w  th e y  w o u ld  say  “ T he L u f tw a f fe  m o u n te d  h ea vy  a tta c k s  
on  X  to w n , th e  ta rg e ts  being: tr o p p  c o n cen tra tio n s , m arshalling  
y a r d s  a n d  ro a d  ju n c tio n s  e tc . This w o u ld  c o m e  o u t  on  th e B ritish  
ra d io  a s  “ T he N a z is  ra id e d  sch oo ls , h o sp ita ls , ch u rch es a n d  w o rk in g  
class h o m e s  la s t n ig h t"  The lo sses w ere a lso  q u ite  d if fe r e n t b y  go in g  
h a lf  w a y  b e tw e e n  th  e tw o  w e  g o t  c lo se  to  th e  tru th . N Z  o n ly  h as th e  
U S version .

F red  Barker.
D ear Sir,

T he o th e r  d a y  w e  w ere  argu ing a b o u t w h o  is th e  b e s t g ro u p  to  
lis ten  to  s to n ed . P e o p le  w ere  ta lk in g  a b o u t th e  G ra te fu l D ead . 
H en d rix , P in k  F lo y d , M erle  H aggard e tc .

S u d d e n ly  th is  stran ge d u ck -lik e  f ig u re  m a teria lised  fro m  o u t  o f  
th e  h e a v y  sm o k e , in th e  ro o m  a n d  said: “ T he G o o n s."  Well w e  g o t  
h o ld  o f  a re c o rd  o f  g o o n  sh o w s an d , y o u  k n o w  th e  du ck  was righ t. 

J u s t th o u g h t y o u r  readers w o u ld  lik e  to  k n o w .
Z ig g y  W alker

D ea r Sir,
M ich ae l Colgan (B lo o d  M o n ey  -  C raccu m  4 /5 /7 2 )  sh o w  m e  

th e  M aori ed u ca tio n a l d isadvan tages. Y ou  o b v io u s ly  d o n 't k n o w  th e  
M aori w e ll enough  to  rea lise  th a t h e  p re fe rs  “b lo o d  m o n e y ” to  
“brain  m o n e y ”. M aoris are  a p r iv ileg e d  m in o r ity  in N e w  Z ea la n d  
so c ie ty .

V.L. C o m p to n

D ea r Sir,
T h ere  are so m e  fa c tu a l errors co n cern in g  th e L ec tu re rs ' 

A s so c ia tio n  in S tep h en  C h a n ’s a r tic le  in C raccu m  9. la st te rm , “H o w  
S tu d e n ts  Will B e  R u le d ”, th a t n e e d  to  be  co rrec ted .

F ir s t i t  is fa lse  to  say th a t th e  L ec tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  “is a 
b re a k a w a y  f r o m  th e  p re se n t A u c k la n d  T ea ch ers’ T ertia ry  g r o u p .” 
A p a r t  f r o m  o u r  n o t  k n o w in g  w h o  o r  w h a t th is  g ro u p  is. w e  sh o u ld  
like  to  p o in t  o u t  th a t th e  L ec tu re rs  A s so c ia tio n  h as been  in 
e x is te n c e  sin ce th e 1 9 3 0 ’s. H o w ev er  th e  A sso c ia tio n  h as n o t  been  
a c tiv e  f o r  th e la s t six  y e a r s  becau se th e  A sso c ia tio n  o f  U n ivers ity  
T eachers, a n a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n  o f  w h ich  th ere  is a branch a t 
A u c k la n d  U n iversity , to o k  o v e r  a g re a t m a n y  o f  its  fu n c tio n s . T hose  
re sp o n sib le  f o r  rev iv in g  th e  L ec tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  are a lso  m em b ers  
o f  th e  A .U .T .

S eco n d , th e  L ec tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  w as n o t  re v ived  becau se  
le c tu re rs  w ere  “a n x io u s f o r  s e lf -p r o te c t io n ”. I t w as re v ived  becau se  
i t  w as f e l t  th a t th e  su b -p ro fessio n a l re p re sen ta tiv e s  on  various 
c o m m itte e s  in th e  u n iv e rs ity  o u g h t to  b e  fo rm a lly  re sp o n sib le  to  
so m e  organ isa tion  o f  lec tu rers . I t  was a lso  re a lize d  th a t th e  ex is te n c e  
o f  th e  L ec tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  w o u ld , as M r Chan p o in ts  o u t , lea d  to  a 
m o re  “e f f e c t iv e ” p re se n ta tio n  o f  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  lecturers.

N e x t  te rm  th e  A sso c ia tio n  w ill h o ld  a gen era l m ee tin g  to  
re -d e te rm in e  its  fran ch ise , r e d ra f t i ts  C o n s ti tu tio n  a n d  re d e fin e  m o re  
fu l ly  i ts  a im s a n d  p u rp o se s  in th e  u n ivers ity .

R .A . S harp, P resid en t 
R . N o la , S ec re ta ry

D ea r S ir
A f te r  a d a y ’s c o u r t h earin g  in T im aru , o v e r  M t  J o h n  (th ree  

c o n v ic te d )  w e  a d jo u rn ed  to  “O ld  B a n k ” H o te l, S h a m ro c k  Bar fo r  
d rin ks . A f te r  th ree  servings to  d if fe r e n t p e o p le , re p e a ts  w e re  re fu sed  
on  th ree  occa sio n s ( “n o t  servin g  th a t tab le" ) w ith  n o  e x c u s e  given. 
We w ere  e x tr e m e ly  q u ie t  a n d  w e ll b eh a ved  a n d  h a d  w o m e n  in th e  
p a r ty .

T he  “O ld  Bank  ”  in T im aru  is a w e ll k n o w n  tr a v e l le r s ’ p u b . S in ce  
th e  tw e n tie s  i t  h as been  ru n -o w n ed  b y  ex -co p p crs . In  6  o ’c lo c k  
c lo sin g  d a ys , th e y  h a d  “co n tin u o u s  se rv ice ' b u t  w e r e  nevci 
p ro secu ted .

N o  d o u b t  so m e  “p ig ” w itn esse s  w ere  s to p p in g  th e r e , o r  co u rt  
o ffic ia ls  h a d  c o m e  f o r  a f te r- tea  drin k in g . T h ey  to ld  th e  “m is u s ’ w h o  
w e  w ere. S h e  m a d e  th e refu sa ls a n d  w o u ld  n o t g ive  a n y  re a so n s  

T he p u b lica n  tr ie d  to  squ are o f f  b u t  d id  n o t se rve  d r in k s . H e ran 
in to  a h o r n e ts ’ n e s t  f o r  a m o n g  h is  g u e s ts  w ere e d i to r ia l  s t a f f  fro m  
C an ta  a n d  O ta g o  S tu d e n ts ’ V ice-P residen t. We are r e ly in g  o n  y o u  to  
g ive  th em  th e  w o rk s  f r o m  th e n orth .

In th e  stru ggle
J im  A  n d rew s

K e ith  D u ff ie ld  
B rian  O  ’B rien

NGA TAMATOA SOCIAL
2 3 r d  J u n e  i n  t h e  C a f e t e r i a  

T i c k e t s :  $ 1 . 0 0  s i n g l e .

L o t s  o f  g o o d  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k .

from heather
When Greer says she d id n ’t  "dabb le  in lesb ian ism ", she is in Tact 

ta lk in g  ab ou t ou r crapped-ou t concepts o f sexuality . We th in k  on ly  
in sexual po la rities. She is ta lk in g  a b ou t her own sexual libe ra tion ; 
th a t she can respond "spon taneous ly  to  s itua tion  invo lv ing  the 
sexual demands anothe r w om an was m aking on me . . .  (and 
s itua tions invo lv ing) the a ffe c tio n  I feel fo r  ano the r person.”

A nd  th is  is w hat gay and wom en lib e ra tio n  movements are asking 
fo r . A society where there are no roles, no games, no b u llsh it, bu t 
honest and spontaneous in te ractions.

T o  say th a t G reer is a lesbian is obviously  absurd. In  the 
in te rv iew  she seems ra ther afraid o f  the p o ss ib ility  o f th is 
c lass ifica tion b u t, on second reading, I th in k  th is  is rea lly  her fa ilu re  
to  a rticu la te  m ore precisely her fundam enta l concepts o f  sexuality. 
One cannot c la im  , th a t she is hom osexual on the basis o f her 
experiences w ith  wom en. One m igh t be tem pted  to  c la im  th a t she is 
heterosexual b u t, according to  so c ie ty ’s need to  polarise sexua lity , 
she cannot be tru ly  hetero. A n d  to  say she is bisexual is equally 
inadequate, fe M H H B O la M H p M M B B i

Because we need so desperately to  classify sexual re la tionsh ips, 
we destroy the possib ilities fo r  sensuality. H ow  cou ld  anyone 
describe a sexual experience w ith  the sun o th e r than " i t  was 
orgasm ic” , when i t  is. u n lik e ly  th a t i t  was. Y e t the sun can be as 
m uch a sexual s tim u lus  as the m ost physica lly  beau tifu l person. O ur 
language is n o t a sensual language, b u t deals in  term s o f sexual 
in te rcourse, fu ck in g , sleeping w ith , p u tt in g  ships in to  harbours, 
m aking babies. H ow  practica l and pu rita n ica l! A nd  it  is our language 
w hich constra ins and m oulds our actions and reactions.

A nd  in po la riz ing  sexua lity , we m y s tify  sex. A nd in m ys tify in g  
sex, we create neurotics, w ho c ling to  the po la rities. So the circle is 
closed, and we are trapped, each in our dreary l it t le  fantasies, no t 
daring to  touch  each o the r, b u ild ing  machines to  make ou r babies.

special notice
A .U .S .A . has an insurance Scheme.
N .Z .U .S .A . also has an Insurance Scheme.
Both claim to provide Life Assurance "a t favourable 
rates".
But there's quite a difference!
For quotes, ring 74-197. No charge, no obligation.

The dates to r th is  year's New Zealand U niversities A rts  Festival 
are A ugust 20 th  to  August 2 6 th . The place is A uck land . Some o f 
you  w ill be aware o f the spectacle th a t the A rts  Festival has become. 
Some w ill agree, some w ill no t. We as con tro lle rs  have been 
con tinuou s ly  appraising ou r a ttitudes tow ards the Festival; b u t as 
the s tru c tu re  grows and the adm in is tra tive  burden becomes greater, 
the chance o f becom ing a detached observer lessens. We have been 
liv ing  A rts  Festival fo r  7 m onths; A rts  Festival is a rea lity .

B u t to  com m unica te  is the question. A t th is  pa rticu la r m om ent 
you may be aware th a t A rts  Festival exists; o r you may no t. Let us 
te ll you .

Th is  w ill be the  14 th annual New  Zealand U niversities A rts  
Festival. The Festival is a p ro d u c t o f the New  Zealand Universities 
A rts C ouncil and is held a t a d iffe re n t com pus each year. Th is year 
presents the cu lm in a tio n  in the concept o f the A rts  Festival. 
In it ia lly  a gathering o f like -m inded  students fo r a m utua l exchange 
o f ideas re lated to  fo rm s o f a rt, the Festival has recently  become a 
spectator sport.

W ith  the  awakening o f a W oodstock consciousness in New 
Zealand, the  emphases have been tw is ted  in to  the provis ion o f a 
super-real env ironm ent on w hich one undertakes a super cool tr ip . 
Maybe one day the A rts  C ouncil w ill produce 'a big rock show ', bu t 
A rts  Festival should never really get away fro m  its o rig ina l concept. 
A rts  Festival is the place to  give som eth ing ; to  pa rtic ipa te  in 
experiences th a t m irro r the cu ltu ra l a ttitudes o f New Zealand 
un ive rs ity  students. B u t we are aware th a t th is  concept can result in 
an anomalous s itu a tio n . Because the Festival has become an 
im p o rta n t event on the student calendar and because the q u a lity  o f 
the a rt fo rm s produced is so high, a large num ber o f students w ill 
w ish to  acknow ledge it. I t  is no t d i f f ic u lt  to  involve 300 people but 
the estimates fo r th is  years Festival is 10,000. ls there any wa o 
involve 10 ,000 people?

The controllers believe tha t this can be achieved by laying the 
basis o f the festival geared to  partic ipatory action. This is the course 
tha t we pursue. Participation becomes the key word. Participation 
in the environment, in the concerts, in the workshops, in the film s, 
in the music, in the visual art forms. Touching, seeing, feeling, 
sm elling, hearing and tasting. The one th in g  th is  Festival has, tha t 
ensures a true  festiva l o f people, is the fa c t th a t i t  w ill be a 24 hour 
a day festiva l. The Festival does n o t fu n c tio n  between certa in hours 
o f the day. Rather people are th ro w n  together in th e ir liv ing, 
sleeping, eating and sm oking hours. The Festival is the trans la tion  o f 
these norm al fu n c tio n s  in to  v iv id  experiences by the s truc tu re  laid 
dow n by the organisa tion. Thus people can n o t expect to  com e and 
be en terta ined . They m ust com e o n ly  w anting  to  live fo r  a week, 
and give som eth ing to  the whole .

I t  is these no tions th a t are m ou ld ing  the  Festival. T o  th is  ex te n t 
conventiona l arts fo rm s are by necessity a t a m in im um . M u lt i media 
presentations w ith  audience p a rtic ip a tio n  now  become the norm . 
T im e  becomes a meaningless no tio n . I t  is ou r be lie f th a t th is  is the 
re flec tion  o f the s tuden t cu ltu re  o f the tim e . We cannot say more 
than th is . Y ou  now  kno w  the basis o f  ou r s truc tu re . We im p lo re  you 
to  t ry  and f i t  in to  it.  Y ou  now  may be w o rk in g  on aspects o f the 
Festival. F rom  an adm in is tra tive  p o in t o f v iew , we m ust kno w  about 
them . T o  have 10 ,000 pa rtic ipan ts  requires carefu l p lann ing . One o f 
the great paradoxes in p roducing  a free -fo rm  p a rtic ip a to ry  Festival 
is th a t i t  requires greater organisation than the bureaucratic 
coun te rpa rt, where one festers fro m  one event to  anothe r.

Y ou  w ill hear ab ou t specifics a t a later stage, jus t th in k  about 
w hat the  Festival means and w ha t yo u  can o ffe r  i t .  Can you  possib ly 
a ffec t the w hole by c o n tr ib u t in g  to  it.  Then le t us kn o w  abou t i t  
and w o rk  tow ards m aking it .  Th is Festival is being planned as the 
largest gathering o f people ever before in New Zealand because we 
fear th a t is w ha t i t  m ig h t be. T h in k  a b ou t it .

Bruce K irk la n d  
B ill Spring



T o  the  sm all-.T iinority w ho  advocate sexual license on the  
grounds th a t there is no t su ff ic ie n t s c ie n tif ic  evidence th a t 
po rnography in any fo rm  is h a rm fu l, I say th a t the  o n ly  way to  
ob ta in  th is  special sc ien tific  p ro o f is to  co ld -b loo ded ly  expose youth  
to  po rnography in film s , stage and p r in t  w h ile  the  experts  annotate 
the  young  peoples sexual responses, rise and fa ll o f tem perature, 
pulse, size o f sexual arousal, resu lting  acts o f m a stu rba tion , possible 
rapes e tc ." , she said.' (N .Z . H era ld, 1 9 /4 /72 )

"Y o u  ca n 't p u t man's m ind  in to  a test tube. There 's no sc ien tific  
way by w h ich  you  can analyse a man's m ind  and his th in k in g  
process and w ha t d ire c tly  a ffects  h im ."  (A ffa irs , March 1972)

V.D . WHY A LL  THE FUSS?

In a study on the sexual behaviour o f  U n ivers ity  students carried 
o u t in A uck land  in 1971, i t  was fou nd  th a t the subjects had noil 
o n ly  an appalling lack o f knowledge on venereal diseases bu t also a 
com plete lack o f re spons ib ility  tow ards V .D . in general. A lthou gh  
m ost sym ptons m an ifest themselves in wom en e ither c ry p tic a lly  o r 
n o t at a ll, they are recognizable in m ost men w ho have contracted 
the disease. Y e t less than 30% o f the prom iscuous men, and 43% o f 
the experienced men stud ied, stated enough sym ptons o f V .D . to  
show th a t they w ou ld  p robab ly  recognize the diseases, and thus 
prevent the ir spread. A lthou gh  i t  may be argued th a t most men 
w ou ld  realize “ som eth ing was w ro n g ”  i f  the “ typ ica l sym p tons”  
occurred , th is  is n o t enough to  prevent the ra p id ly  increasing 
incidence o f  these diseases—pa rticu la r ly  as less than 50% o f the men 
d id n ’t  know  the  “ typ ica l sym ptons” . Fu rthe rm o re , a lthough 70% o f 
the men knew o f  some precautions one cou ld  take in he lp ing 
decrease the spread o f  the diseases, o n ly  15% o f those questioned 
actua lly  to o k  any precautions—replies such as “ W ip i t  in , w ip  i t  o u t, 
w ipe i t ”  o n ly  emphasize the irre sp o n s ib ility  w h ich  prevails.

Cures are becom ing m ore and more d if f ic u lt  to  achieve, w ith  an 
ever increasing developm ent o f  im m u n ity  by m any spirochete 
strains. U ntreated cases o f  V .C . lead no t o n ly  to  s te r ility , b u t in 
many cases to  blindness, insan ity , and eventua lly  death. Congenita l 
cases o f  gonorhhea (and less fre q u e n tly  syph ilis ) o ften  lead to  
s tillb ir th s , o r blindness, deafness and m ental re ta rd a tion  in the ch ild .

Each m o n th , the V .D . C lin ic  at the A uck land  P ublic H ospita l 
trea t m ore than 300 cases o f  N on-spec ific -u re th ritis  (N .S .U .), 300 
cases o f gonorhhea, and 20 cases o f  syph ilis . These p robab ly  num ber 
less than one th ird  o f  the actual treated cases in A uck land . As it  is 
n o t a n o tifia b le  disease in N .Z . (u n like  m ost Western countries), i t  is 
im possible to  accurate ly assess the num ber o f  cases staying 
un trea ted.

Know ledge and a responsible a tt itu d e  is one o f  the main 
weapons we can use to  fig h t ,nis social ev il. I t  is to  th is  end th a t D r. 
Rex H un ton  o f the D epartm ent o f  C o m m u n ity  H ealth , A uck land 
Medical S choo l, and D ire c to r o f the A uck land  H ospita l V .D . C lin ic , 
w ill give a ta lk  a t the U n ive rs ity  on V .D . Th is  w ill be held fro m  1 to  
2 p.m . Thursday, 2nd June, in the Exec. Lounge, 1st f lo o r  o f  the 
S tudent U n ion  B u ild ing , and is a m ust fo r  everyone—n o t jus t the 
self-confessed fuckers.

Paul Kells

nzusn councn
A cynical report'from 

Parliamentary Correspondent at the Un.
Jean-Baptiste Piggin

The Capitalist Press customarily expects every get-together to > 
have a them e-if not it will make one up as the Herald did for the 
Labour Party Conference. So using schematic thematics the NZUSA 
appears to have been the time for a lazy drift down a slowly 
left-ward flowing stream of political involvement and sitting pretty 
on internal matters. Inevitably, matters of welfare, finance and 
accommodation are left to inner groups one o fwhich moved “a 
gentle reminder that welfare schemes are more relevant” to us and 
worth “as much attention and loving care as International or 
National (remits), as important as they may be.”

But Craccum is not the Good News Weekly; we turn the light on 
International National and Edcuation Committee motions, which 
are by and large couched in such experssions as ‘urge, recommend, 
welcome, support’ and ‘censure’. Most of the quibbles (hardly 
debates) in plenary sessions were on matters which we have no 
control over except as voters. As student members, our control over 
these policies is if anything even less. NZUSA’s federal structure 
prevents both majority opinion and majority apathy filering 
through. There are no conservatives, reactionaries, John Birchers, or 
Bible bangers holding the floor there at all. As example, the council 
escalated its previously daring support of the NLF, to a call for a 
total military victory and New Zealand war reparations A motion 
that we “support the current offensive . . . being waged by heroic 
men and women of the liberating armies against the colonialist 
running dogs of yankee imperialism . . .” , despite its facetiousness 
gained discussion for a time and was rejected, it seems, only because 
it would alienate sympathy. Ultimately this is going to weaken the 
associations claim to speak for 36,000 students

There is a sensation of watching a parliament game for two or 
more players on the patented bureaucratic board with dice and 
pawns. The dispirited debate only came alive with 
short-temperedness in the last hours. Auckland, the California of the 
votes, seemed one of the questest constituents (perhaps, to give 
credit, because of being spent from organisation, coffee-brewing, 
beer-testing and the like which was borne by a small group the 
majority delegates).

The mechanism of councils is confusingly intricate. Policy is 
supposedly decided with reference to SRC and AGm decisions from 
the constituents with conscience voting on new or particular issues. 
But this does not completely explain why dissents were frequently 
noted after motions were voted on without discussion nor 
Auckland’s failure to project itself. “Legalisation” of abortion went 
through according to a set vote withou debate, except a quibble as 
to whether it is more diplomatic to demand or request the doctor to 
suck the child out.
POLICY

Other predeictable policies favouring marijuana, enforced 
bi-culturalism, China (The Peoples Republic of), Trade boycotts, 
Gay Lib etc. and opposed to nudity laws, State Aid to private 
schools censorship and the Commonwealth steamed straight 
through. Significantly, motions denouncing pollution and various 
social menaces and asking for warnings and extra taxes on cigarettes 
sailed through until one innocent moved to change standing orders

to forbid smoking at meetings -  all hell broke loose, even the civil 
liberty to pollute being invoked until it was abandoned.

In all seriousness the age of homosexual consent was discussed, 
one delegate alleging that adolescence was an articifial and 
imaginary period designed by a cynical society to repressits 
reformers: the question was resolved by “legalising” all consented to 
activities outright. The only surprise was adistaste for examination 
or marking reform in the universities.

Support of OHMS (with Robert Reid as IVP what could you 
expect) has lead NZUSA to a cosy exhortation to the boys not to 
obey the National Military Service Act; more loot for the lawyers. 
Then there was the recommendation to for standardised identity 
cards with photographs -  one step ahead of Patricia Bartlett 
(Victoria President Cullen meanwhile reports more trouble with 
police or security inspecting catelogues of mug shots.
PEOPLE

Council was honoured with the presence of the boys from the 
big time, Australian president Ken Newcombe of AUS, feeling us 
out for a joint association. Another venerated guest, Trevor 
Richards was made a life member.

Elections for a vacancy on the executive brought in Taura 
Eruera, president of Nga Tamatoa.

MEANWHILE back at the ranch . . .
Presidential reports predictably reveal letdowns behind the 

scenes: Instinctive Impulses Ltd, publisher, wholly owned by the 
associations seems to be floating in the middle air, and President 
Cuthbert reveals that “Living with Sex” was held up for a 
considerable time for lack of information.

NZUSA is planning to educate us ignoramuses that it exists, also 
on the “truth” about African Freedom Fighters and the Ovambo 
pople of Nambia and to persuade vacation workers to join their 
friendly trade unions (solidarity with the FOL).

A student journalism award is being set up in an effort to raise 
the standards of this rag (considering the achievements of Oscars, 
Feltex Awards, Keliher Art prizes and carrots they ought to know 
better).

If our takeover of STANZ comes off, however, NZUSA will 
probably be voluntarily wound up , and a new empire started from 
scratch- which makes the whole exercise vain and superfluous!

M O RE DOOM

That Parliamentary Correspondent again (Jean-Baptiste Piggin)

Over May there have been two meetings of that altruistic coven 
of failures from business, the Executive. Breathtaking decisions 
include another No to equal pay for females (we heard unexpected 
foul comment from IAO Foley, but what will Uncle Tom Skinner

TOT!
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say?), the affixing of the common seal to the deal with the condo 
merchant, the giving up of the Music Meeting Room 143 to Rail 
Bosom and the third deferment of any discussion of Insticti 
Impulses business including the fabled ‘ID.’

The Newman report on capping has appeared, revealing a $2,51 
loss on the capping book (Ideas wanted on what to do with 15,01 
of them — use as NZ’s most expensive toilet paper suggested.) Also 
mighty crash with the charity collection with few collectoi 
unventuresome collectors or dishonest collectors bringing in on)
$1100. Entertainments were a success, again proving the premi by Robert L 
that if it is free it will boom. Neil promises to write his story sotli The 
others may learn by his mistakes.

Another report reveals that the catering complex is goi 
horribly broke and that unless there is more gluttony and sevi 
thousand starving ATI students accept our generous invitation 
join us, either the prices will be hiked up again or the place boan 
up forthwith.

Precedent-setting, almost historic moves were, the favoural 
attitudes discovered to wiping out the Speakers’ fund by directi 
the SCM’s bookstall profits to the creche (babies being mi 
important than politicians) although a final decision will be delayi 
pending talks with SCM; and a decision permitting a candle seller 
set up shop in the quad.

There had been a policy until then to prevent commercialism 
the Union, pursued most strongly by Treasurer Garlick He was 
entirely jesting when he suggested that there would be “a rush 
bums” jam-packing the quadrangle every Thursday setting up 
bazaar, dealing in leatherwork, headbands pottery, rival vegetabk 
and dirty postcards and he drew attention to the difficulty in 
differentiating according to profit margins between a kindly candk 
seller and some common shark specialising in sandals. Winsladea 
the other hand declared that he was prepared to support anyon 
wanting to see his wares at cut price: the meeting took seven 
minutes to recover its gravity. It was also feared that it wou] 
interfere with Forum and during this discussion, the chariman idli 
remarked that Forums this year had b een ---------------- poor an

Of the inter 
of joint consi 
responsibility, 
or co-detern 
workers’ contrt

explicityly implicated in his criticism two venerated demagogue 6 0
whose names will pass unmentioned, as this person does not wair Xs Y C 
his back stabbed. The rest of the gathering charged the reporter it a change 
broadcast these ignoble reflections beyond its walls, which yot fwnagement: 
correspondent is only too happy to do, since he was cheesed offti X>ntrol from 1 
realise that he himself was included in this blanket shitshot. could institute 

There are of course a great many decisions at these meeting ittitudes of IT 

which demand nothing of the intelligence of the officers: thankstc rroduction W 

those who organised the NZUSA council or the receiving oi unfortunat 
extraordinary accounts for the Orientation Handbook whict c belief th
underspent the budget, or the setting up of an insurance scheme
here (with a broker around every corner) or the final paying
ancient accounts. These are not usually reported since they are
available to the watchdogs in the minutes.

There are also decisions which have repercussions at a distance PeoPle - 
without affecting students individually: a letter to the Anglican; 
complaining of their stinginess over chaplains, disfavour of the I * y participa 
STANZ merger on account of the cost of paying off debts befoie r* p^^^ne^it'" 
the intermediate winding-up (although it was suggested that we wall je4,umanization 
out just before and rejoin after -  nocando) and disbelief that education has 
anybody would not want standardised computerised identity cards learning is a coi
(to fly south for a change with NAC).

The next four hours of solid boredom will be on the 15th May at 
6.30 p.m. Bring a friendly dog with you. Practise heckling -  the
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IV

Why participation? To use a 
belly argument: why not.

For one it  stands against 
de-humanization. If  scientific
education has proven that
learning is a continuous process 
and its elements absorbed because 
of quantity partic ipation, or call 
it the social huddle if  you like, 

lwhile part of the «hen you can ask, what is le ft o f 
life for the down trodden who 
ust work and are completely 
alienated from the processes they 
alone bring to completion? No 
need here to read only Marx fo r  
support, there are countless books 
on this subject (eg Mayo, 
Industrial man, ed Tom Burns, 
Penguin)

The only escape o f boredom is 
the pursuit o f hobbies in which 
one can perform.

Before you like to  fo llow  some 
aspects of participation, consider 
the main groupings o f ideas which 
relate to the subject:

1. Autocratic, we know best 
attitude, Molochs o f capital to 
popes of ideas, monopolies to  
shopkeepers. Com petition and 
ultimate eradication is what they 
are after, they w ill receive it  in 
turn.

2. Shares only. “ Feel sorry for 
you chaps”  paternalism, have 
some paper, you w ill/m ust get 
interested, work harder and some 
of the profits land in your pocket. 
No democracy o f decisions. In NZ 
Lincoln Laidlaw (Herald 10 
March 72) has a well meant bonus 
scheme. C a rro ts  w ith o u t  
psychology.

3. Participation and fe llow  
directorship. Postulated from  the 
top, often instituted by law ie 
West Germany, phone to abuse, 
bribery; now law in the 
Scandinavian countries fo r 
factories with 100 and more 
workers but management boards 
can insist on secrecy. No redress 
or recall. The Belgian “ Federation 
feneral e des tra v a il le u rs ”  
considers that capitalism should 
not be assisted by this type o f 
participation, insisted instead on 
workers’ control (read Paul Piesse, 
March issue NZ M onthly Review).

4. Workers’ control through 
Shopstewardship or councils. 
Aims: open the books, recall and

reciprocity fo r delegates; New 
Left, industrial democracy. In the 
main existing union organizations 
are against it. These aspects w ill 
be looked in to  in this article but 
fo r a thorough overall view read 
“ Workers’ con tro l”  by Ken 
Coates and Tony Topham ed., 
published by Panther Books.

5 A. Control through the
U n i o n s .  F ro m  a n a rch o -  
syndicalism to the weaker
versions as they exist now ie 
where Unions, having the facilities 
o f research and co-ordination 
direct factory councils. A great 
h is to ry  f ro m  th e  B la ck
International Congress o f 1881 to  
the Amsterdam Congress o f 1907; 
revolutionary trade unions as the 
means and end o f revolutionary 
methods. What is achieved after 
more than 100 years o f try ing to  
fo rm u la te  th is aspect, o f 
directives, o f investigations? The 
latest in this light is rather 
comical: the British TUC w ill 
look in to the Yugoslav system o f 
public ownership., ls all this now 
history? As to  the practical side 
one highlight o f the Western 
European people not to  be 
fo rg o tte n  is the complete 
collectiv ization and workers’ 
control o f the Spanish people in 
1936 in some provinces: it 
worked!

5B. Unions as employers, 
w ith in  the establishment taking 
ove r o r institu ting  service 
industries, retail and insurance. 
(Australia, West Germany, Tom  
Skinner investigating, see press 
reports), in competition w ith  
shareholders, based industries. 
The worker is a consumer and he 
must buy from  his own shops and 
his own products or the scheme 
fails. The industries m ight be 
more democratically run.

5C. Union membership for all: 
foremen, managers, directors 
compelled to pay the fees and 
thereby obey Union policies, 
otherwise they w ill not be 
listened to . Calls fo r a high degree 
o f solidarity and overall strategy, 
playing out one factory or shop 
against the other. M ight work in a 
transitional phase, but rightly  
considered too theoretical.

6. The communistic view, in 
short and generalized: overall 
participation in all spheres firs t 
with class conscious workers 
obtaining control after overtaking 
the economical and state 

m a c h in e ry . Partial workers 
participation w ill assist the

prevalent economic mess. We 
should ask ourselves where we 
stand on this crossroad. Many 
who are aware o f the situation  
fo llow  a group, others prefer to  
be an observant: IF the masses in 
NZ become class conscious, 
perfect. For the time being, I 
would like to  cling to the thought 
that participation i f  applied now 
and partia lly , w ill stimulate 
awareness plus understanding o f 
economics and management. For 
too long we have been in an 
impasse. I would like to call this a

7. humanistic point o f view as 
we must also consider the 
therapeutic values. If society is 
sick so are most members. It w ill 
be an applied humanization 
through the great social huddle 
that w ill take place especially fo r 
that part o f the population that is 
completely alienated from  their 
achievements. Therefore the 
movement must start w ith

- industry, eventually a must fo r 
a n y o n e  in  the  le a rn in g  
institu tions, service, d istribution. 
It could be said that students have 
their books plus brains (where is 
the result o f true representation? 
Read Chan, Craccum 27 March), 
others have some share o f 
responsibilities or maintain a 
profession. Participation is the 
main, humanistic issue, any 
political explanation, it  could be 
argued, contains retardation and 
not unlike the premise that 
capitalism uses religion and racial 
discrim ination to  divert the 
workers.

8. Anarchism as a concept 
applied to  our case or influencing 
its structure. Rudolph Rocker 

describes: “ Anarchism is no 
patent solution fo r all human 
problems, no Utopia o f a perfect 
social order, since, on principle, it 
rejects all absolute schemes and 
c o n c e p t s ”  . . . “ b u t—it  
be lieves —in an u n lim ite d  
perfectib ility  o f social patterns 
and human living conditions . . . ”  
Perpetuating, catalytic.

In s h o r t :  p a rt ic ip a tio n ,  
control, which or both, where 
first?

Marx pronounced that labour 
is a social relationship which must

be abolished i f  work is ever to  be 
free.

Some details, some answers.
Not only workers, to some 

degree we all go through the same 
m ill o f  socialization, a.o. 
accepting that wherever the 
in d iv id u a l is put on the 
hierarchical ladder, he has to look 
to the top from where all orders 
are received, eventually his own 
interests are interwoven w ith the 
machinations o f the top, what 
happens under him is not 
significant.

A t the same time drip-drip  
techniques make us accept this 
gigantic hoax that we have to grab 
the bigger carrot every time 
w ithou t concern that it  is hollow. 
Such is the situation that some 
shop stewards and organizers are 
holding the carrot a loft in order 
to move the people instead of 
explaining why and what in fact 
leads to diversity, fight, strike, 
why rat racers set up fragile 
hierarchical ladders, th ro ttle  each 
other fo r misplacing the comma’s. 
However, w ith  an eye on Abbie 
Hoffman's expression “ ideology is 
a b ra in  disease” , another 
theoretical gospel or far fetched 
activist program would not, as 
history shows repeatedly, bring 
about a projected change unless 
supported by the people.

Therefore this article does not 
try  to produce an all round 
solution: w ith all the experienced 
personnel managers and industrial 
experts around the attempt m ight

be tantamount to  profanation. We 
o u g h t to  unravel in an 
existentialistic elan the concepts 
behind the motives we see around 
us.

T h r o u g h  d e ma nd  and  
solidarity, or by law i f  some 
government sees the lights and 
wants to eradicate alienation, 
participation is a must. For the 
time being, while the new 
education is having effect and' 
slowly understood, our self 
appointed chiefs w ill rather spend 
money on unemployment, hate to 
see workers getting educated, talk  
about p ro fit sharing and refuse 
any app lica tion  on social 
p s y c h o l o g y ,  r e s e a r c h ,

questionnaires or accept trust. 
This system o f power structure 
does not allow stagnation or 
people m ight ask questions.

The system can be broken 
down o f course by continuous 
strike action, armed intervention 
and other methods that cannot 
easily be accepted by most, being 
not humanitarian and against 
w h i c h  s t a n d s  m o n e ta ry  
manipulation and adaptability o f 
the ruling class.

As a firs t move out o f th is 
appears participation w ith  fu ll 
responsibility through works 
councils who must function by a 
process o f continuous change, to  
avoid buy-offs and passivity as we 
notice in some Western European 
countries, in order to act as a 
catalyst and educational agent. 
Contemplations beyond that are 
in  f a c t  semi-political and 
therefore not enlarged here. As a 
practical furtherance of industrial 
d e m o c r a c y ,  a share in  
management, but not necessarily 
in p ro fits , in order to increase 
production in order to obtain true 
freedoms and reach that to ta l 
a ffin ity  w ith  our fellow man, is 
something that can be achieved, 
prior to developing ideas. I f  it  is 
possible in some parts o f the 
world then this article w ill try to 
analyse why it  should be possible 
in NZ.
The individual

The role o f the individual 
must he illum inated against the 
complex industrial pattern which 
he hardly dares to  grasp, plus the 
increasingly d iff ic u lt role as 
played in his personal relationship 
w ith kinship and group outside 
industry. Inside, the individual 
becomes a mere worker trying to  
c o p e  w i t h  t h e  men ta l  
straightjacket made up by a 
conglomeration o f un-natural 
laws, established and executed by 
frightened men who want to  
preserve their social status while

extending an a-social role. Outside 
industry he is subject to pressures 
o f mores where only “ the other”  
seems to  be able to  escape, and as 
we w ill see, he is mentally 
perpetuated w ith  his workership. 
Stresses and strains are however 
recognized and he receives 
graciously the right to  relax and 
be opiumated, all in a regulated 
manner in order to work in order 
to  exist.

In respect to the word 
“ ind iv idua l”  and here: the 
w orker: some comparison and 
deepening o f  the term should be 
defined. For whatever role 
playing and con form ity  to any - 
relative - chosen status is 
achieved, (a worker changes often 
in to  various jobs, or he makes a 
few grades up and acquires with it 
a d iffe ren t status), his role playing

as well as his “ belonging to ” , 
sociologically so im portant, is 
very much minimised. The 
conclusion drawn after reading M. 
Kerr’s “ People o f Ship Street”  
w ill underline this but much of 
what is mentioned goes well fo r 
say s c ien t is t s  engaged in 
u n i m a g i n a t i v e ,  unresponsible 
w ork.

Another factor: as analysed by 
Jennings (1950, book: Secord and 
Backman, Social Psychology, 
p266), he might, w ith  some 
generalizations, be classified into  
a “ psyche group” —leisure time 
a ffin ity  and higher m u tu a lity—or 
to  a “ socio group” —where 
working or living concepts are 

taken as a higher criterion. In 
departing from  a group he might 
break group cohesiveness, often 
other workers fo llow . Either way, 
he is m a i n l y  small-group 
orientated w ith  ail the tensions 
that go w ith  it. He seeks leisure in 
small groups and feels inhibited to 
move freely in big gatherings.
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on production of student I.D . card

. T h is  is  ju s t  o n e  o f  th e  g o o d  shoes a t  H e rb e r ts .  
T h e re  is  a b ig  ra n g e  a l l  w i t h  5 %  d is c o u n t  f o r  
S tu d e n ts .  O ly m p ia  $ 2 6 .5 0  less y o u r  5% .
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All the best-dressed bottoms wear them -  R IL E Y  JEANS.
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D r u m  O r c h e s t r a  a n d  C h o r u s
N i g e l  O l s s o n  
S D J L  9 3 4 3 3 1

T o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  r e c o r d  y o u  
r e a l l y  n e e d  t o  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  k a r m i c  
b u b b l e g u m  a n d  b e  a  s e r i o u s  
f o l l o w e r  o f  t h e  n e w  e r a  c o u n t r y  
r o c k  a n d  t r a v e l l i n g  b a n d  s o u n d .  
T h i s  c a n  p r o b a b l y  b e  t r a c e d  
b a c k  t o  B u f f a l o  S p r i n g f i e l d  
w h i c h  w a s  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  C r o s b y  
S t i l l s  a n d  N a s h .  T h i s  g r o u p  o f  
c o u r s e  h a s  n o w  s p l i t  u p  ( i f  i t  w a s  
e v e r  t o g e t h e r )  b u t  i t s ’  i n f l u e n c e  
s t i l l  r e m a i n s  a n d  b e c o m e s  
a p p a r e n t  o n  t h i s  r e c o r d .  T h e n  o f  
c o u r s e  t h e r e  w a s  M a d  D o g s  a n d  
E n g l i s h m e n .  T h e  t r a v e l l i n g  b a n d  
h a d  c o m e  i n t o  i t s  o w n  w i t h  a n  
e n t o u r a g e  o f  f o r t y - t h r e e  
g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  m u s i c  
a n d  m o n e y ,  m a n a g i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  
n e w  l e g e n d ,  a  f e w  n e w  s t a r s  a n d  
p a y  t h e  h o t e l  b i l l s .  W h i l e  t h i s  
w a s  a l l  h a p p e n i n g  t h e r e  c a m e  a  
m a d m a n  a c r o s s  t h e  w a t e r  —  
E l t o n  J o h n .

T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  w h e r e  t h e  s t o r y  
s t a r t s  a s  N i g e l  O l s s o n  w a s  E l t o n  
J o h n ’ s  d r u m m e r  a n d  w i t h  h i m  
o n  t h i s  r e c o r d  a r e  D e e  M u r r a y  
a n d  C a l e b  Q u a y e ,  E J ’ s  b a s s i s t  
a n d  g u i t a r  p l a y e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  
t h e  b a c k i n g  v o c a l s  ( a m o n g s t  
o t h e r s )  C o c k e r ’ s  r o a d  s h o w  h a s  
g i v e n  u s  C l a u d i a  L i n n e a r  a n d  
K a t h i  M c D o n a l d .

C S N Y  w h i l e  n o t  m a k i n g  a  
d i r e c t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  
p e r s o n n e l  h a v e  ( i n  t h e  e a r s  o f  h i s  
h u m b l e  r e v i e w e r )  g i v e n  
s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  t a n g i b l e  t o  t h e  
o v e r a l l  s o u n d  o f  t h e  a l b u m .  T h i s  
b e c o m e s  o b v i o u s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
t r a c k ,  S u n s h in e  lo o k s  l ik e  R a in .  
W i t h o u t  O l s s o n s  p l a i n t i v e  
v o c a l i z a t i o n  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a  
t y p i c a l  N e i l  Y o u n g  N u m b e r ,  
w i t h  a c o u s t i c  g u i t a r  r i d i n g  g e n t l y  
o v e r  t h e  p i a n o  b a s s  a n d  d r u m s .  
I ’m  C o m in g  H o m e  e m p l o y s  a  
s i m i l a r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i z a t i o n  a n d  
o n  b o t h  t h e s e  t r a c k s  O l s s o n ’ s 
o v e r  d u b b e d  v o c a l i z a t i o n  i s  
s u p e r b .

T h e  c h o r u s  c o m i n g  i n  o n  
N a tu re s  W ay  m a n a g e s  t o  s a l v a g e  
t h e  w e a k  v o c a l  l i n e  o r  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  f a u l t  l i e s  i n  t h e  s o n g  i t s e l f .  
A s  t h e  n a m e  i m p l i e s  i t ’ s  a b o u t  
e c o l o g y ,  a  b a n d w a g o n  t h a t  c a n ’ t  
s u s t a i n  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  r e p i t i t i o n  o f  
t h i s  t r a c k  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
o r c h e s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  h a r d  t o  
f a u l t .  L e o n  R u s s e l l ’ s  s o n g  
H u m m in g b ir d  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  t r a c k  
a n d  K a t h i  M c D o n a l d  o n  L e a d  
v o c a l  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t i f i e s  i t  w i t h  
h e r  J o p l i n - l i k e  v o i c e .  A  
g o s p e l - l i k e  s o u n d  i s  h e a r  o n  t h e  
l a s t  t r a c k  —  S o m e  S w e e t D a y  
w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  
c h o r u s  a  c h a n c e  t o  g i v e  t h e i r

l u n g s  a  w o r k - o u t  b e h i n d  O l s s o n s  
l e a d .

T h e - s e c o n d  s i d e  o p e n s  w i t h  I  
c a n ’t  g o  h o m e  a g a in  w h i c h  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  
l i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n  
o f  t h i s  o n  t h e  c o v e r .  A g a i n  K a t h i  
M c D o n a l d ’ s  v o c a l  i s  p e r f e c t  a n d  
c a r r i e s  w e l l  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  O l s s o n ’ s  d r u m m i n g  
i s  m o s t  a p p a r e n t  o n  t h i s  t r a c k ,  
t h e  l o n g e s t  o n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  
j a m  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  i s  a b r u p t l y  
c u t  o f f  w h e n  i t  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  
t a k e n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h r e e  o f  t h e  
f o u r  r e m a i n i n g  t r a c k s .  A n d  I  
k n o w  in  m y  H e a r t  a n d  W e ’ve  g o t  
a  lo n g  w a y  to  g o  a r e  m e r e l y  
p r o f i c i e n t  a n d  d e s e r v e  n o  s p e c i a l  
m e n t i o n .

W e e rd h o u se  i s  j u s t  t h a t ,  
w e i r d ,  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  E m e r s o n  
L a k e  a n d  P a l m e r  —  a  p l e a s i n g  
s o u n d  t o  t h e  e a r .  T h e  a l b u m  
w i n d s  u p  w i t h  C h in a  a  s l o w  
n u m b e r  w i t h  O l s s o n ’ s  v o c a l  
b e c o m i n g  e v e n  m o r e  p l a i n t i v e  
t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a l b u m .

O l s s o n ’ s  v o c a l i z a t i o n  i s  
r e a s o n a b l e ,  h i s  d r u m m i n g  
p r o f i c i e n t  i f  a  l i t t l e  u n i n s p i r e d ,  
h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a l b u m  a s  a  
w h o l e  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  H o w e v e r  w i t h  
a l l  t h i s  b e h i n d  h i m .  I  f e e l  i t  is  
K a t h i  M c D o n a l d  ( t h e  o n l y  s i n g e r  
I ’ v e  h e a r d  w h o  o u t - J o p l i n s  
J o p l i n )  w h o  i s  t h e  s t a r  o n  t h i s  
a l b u m ,  w h o s e  o n l y  f a u l t  i s  
p e r h a p s  a  l a c k  o f  c o n t i n u i t y .  T o  
N i g e l  O l s s o n  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  
C h i v a l r o u s  M u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  y e a r  
a w a r d  f o r  s t a n d i n g  b a c k  f o r  t h e  
l a d y .

S i d e w i n d e r

A E R I E
J o h n  D e n v e r

A n  a e r i e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a n  
e a g l e ’ s  n e s t .  T h e  e a g l e  m a k e s  
t h a t  n e s t  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o s t  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  p l a c e s ,  b r e a t h i n g  a s  
h e  d o e s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  a i r  t h e  w o r l d  
h a s  l e f t  a n d  s e l d o m  s h o w s  
h i m s e l f  w i t h i n  g u n s h o t  r a n g e  o f  
h u m a n  b e i n g s .

W h a t  c a n  p o s s i b l e  b e  s a i d  
a b o u t  J o h n  D e n v e r ?  O b v i o u s l y  
t h e r e  i s  s o m t h e i n g  o f  t h e  e a g l e  
h u r r i e d  d e e p  i n s i d e  h i m .  I t  s e e m s  
a b s u r d  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  w r i t t e n  
w o r d  f o r .  s o u n d  a n d  m u s i c .  Y o u  
w i l l  n e v e r  g e t  t o  p i g e o n - h o l e  o r

c l a s s i f y  J o h n  D e n v e r  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  e v e n  c u r s o r i l y  g l a n c e d  a t  
o r  l i s t e n e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  o f  w h a t  
h e  h a s  t o  s a y .

I  a m  th e  h a w k  a n d  I  l iv e  in  
h ig h  c o u n t r y
I n  R o c k y  c a th e d ra ls  th a t
re a ch  to  th e  s k y
A n d  a l l  th o s e  w h o  see m e  a n d
a l l  w h o  b e lie v e  in  m e
S h a re  in  th e  f r e e d o m  I  f e e l
w h e n  I  f l y  . .  .
A  m y r i a d  s u b l i m i n i a l  

i n f l u e n c e s  a t  w o r k  i n  D e n v e r ’ s  
m u s i c  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  a  s t r i k i n g  
r a n g e  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  s u c h  
m u s c i a n s  a s  J a m e s  T a y l o r ,  
a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
B u d d y  H o l l y  t o  t h e  M o m m a s  
a n d  t h e  P o p p a s .  I t  a l l  c o m e s  o u t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a s  h i s  o w n  r e f l e c t e d  
im a g e s  o f  c l a r i t y ,  c o n f u s i o n ,  
o b s c u r i t y  a n d  a l l  t h e  t a n g l e d  
im a g e s  o f  u r b a n  l i f e .  T h e r e  a r e  
S p a n i s h  p i p e  d r e a m s  —  s i x t y  
s e c o n d  s o n g s  f o r  b a n k s ,  l o v e  
s o n g s ,  w a r  S o n g s ,  g o o d  s o n g s ,  s a d  
s o n g s .  A l m o s t  e v e r  t h i n g  h e  h a s  
t o  s a y  i s  d i r e c t ,  s i m p l e  a n d  t o  d o  
w i t h  l i f e  a n d  i t ’ s  s u r v i v a l .

T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  f e w  
s o n g s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  m a k e  
a b s o l u t e  p r o f o u n d  a n d  
i n s t a n e o u s  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  i n  
b a l a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l i k e  o f  K r i s  
K r i s t o f f e r s o n  C a s e y ’s L a s t  R id e  
w h i c h  D e n v e r  p l a y s  w i t h  g r e a t  
r e s t r a i n t  a n d  p e d a l  s t e e l  g u i t a r  
t h e  p r o d u c e d  e f f e c t  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  w a r m  t h e  c o c k l e s  
o f  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  j a d e d  a n d  
c y n i c a l  c i t y  m a n ’ s  h e a r t .

H a l f  f o r g o t t e n  m e m o r i e s  f o r  
m e  d r i f t  b a c k  w i t h  a  s u p e r b  a n d  
w h o l l y  m e m o r a b l e  r e n d i t i o n  o f  
t h e  o l d  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  B u d d y  
H o l l y  v i n t a g e  E v e ry  d a y  ( I t ’s 
g e t t in g  c lo s e r  th a n  a r o l le r  
c o a s te r ) . ”  S o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  i s  
e v o k e d  w i t h  a  b r a n d  n e w  s o n g  
w r i t t e n  b y  D e n v e r  c a l l e d  T h e  
C it y  o f  N e w  O rle a n s .  A  t r a i n  
s o n g  i n  t h e  b e s t  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
p e o p l e d  b y  o l d  g r e y  m e n ,  
n a m e l e s s  t o w n s  a n d  h o b o e s  
p l a y i n g  p o k e r  i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  c a r s .  
I f  y o u  t e n d  t o  t h i n k  “ o  y e a h  . . . 
h o b o e s ,  j u m p i n g  f r e i g h t s  e t c .  
e t c . ”  y o u  m i g h t  s t i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  s p l e n d e d  g u i t a r  w o r k  o f  
b a c k - u p  m u s i c i a n s  M i k e  T a y l o r ,  
b a s s  w o r k  f r o m  o l d  s t a l w a r t s  l i k e  
E r i c  W e i s s b e r g  a n d  T o o t s
T h e i l m a n  ( o n  h a r p ) .  A l l  
o u t s t a n d i n g l y  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  
p e r c e p t i v e  m u s i c i a n s .

A n o t h e r  f r i e n d  o f  D e n v e r ’ s  is  
B i l l  D a n n o f f  w h o  w r o t e
R e a d ju s tm e n t  B lu e s .  A  s o n g  
w h i c h  m u s t  b e  h e a r d  t o  b e  
a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  i t  d e n u d e s  a n  
u p r i g h t  a n d  a l m o s t  n a i i v e
s e r v i c e m a n ,  j u s t  b a c k  f r o m  “ t h e  
N a m ”  t o  “ p a y  h i s  d u e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  s e a ”  o f  a l l  h i s  m y t h s  a n d  h i s  
s e c u r i t i e s .

A n d  th e re  w as th e  f la g  I  
f o u g h t  a g a in s t so o f te n  
T h e  o n e  I  f o u g h t  f o r  h a n g in g  
u p s id e  d o w n
T he  w in d  w as b lo w in g  h a rd ,  
th e  d i r t  w as f l y i n g  
I t  m a d e  th e  c i t y  s k y  seem  
d a rk  a n d  b ro w n  . . .
Y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e g i n  t o  k n o w  

J o h n  D e n v e r ,  o r  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  
m u s i c  f r o m  t h e  w r i t t e n  r a v i n g s  
o f  a n  a l m o s t  t o n e  d e a f  c r i t i c .  
E a r s  a n d  e y e s  w i l l  s e r v e  y o u  
b e t t e r  s h o u l d  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  p u t  
t h e m  t o  t h i s  r e c o r d .  A n d  i f  y o u  
a r e  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  t i r e d  o f  c i t y  l i f e :  
t h e  c a r s ,  t h e  b a r s ,  t h e  r i p - o f f s ,  
c l i p - o n s  u p t i g h t s ,  o u t a s i g h t s  a n d  
r i g h t  o n  b r o t h e r s  —  J o h n  D e n v e r  
a m o n g  o t h e r s  h a s  a  t h i n g  o r  t w o  
o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  s a y  t o  y o u  —  a n d  
m a y b e  e v e n  s p e e d  y o u  o n  y o u r  
w a y .

Osibisa
MAPS 4740 -
C'sibisa Woyaya 
Osibisa 
MAPS5617
It is a pleasurable job to review 
Osibisa, a group with what might be 
called a new sound, although 
basically the root of the music is 
native African. The line-up of the 
group is black and due to lack of 
time too long to list here. This is 
unfortunate as it means the two LPs 
of the group will not get the lengthy 
review they so richly deserve.

The instruments used by Osibisa 
stagger the mind, flugel horns to 
congas to pea-whistles. The music is 
predominatly fast, a heavy solid beat 
laid down by conventional 
instruments, organ, drums, bass etc. 
and embellished by the use of the 
unconventional instruments already 
mehtioned and flowing voices. A sort 
of BS&T with guts drive and 
originality. The songs Osibisa play are 
mainly their own creations which 
stem from their native background

TICKET DOWNUNDER DL 1502 
This is the first N.Z. Album to be 

accepted for world-wide distribution 
on the Atlantic Label.

This is the first time I have felt 
motivated to review a New Zealand 
group effort.

This album had to come. Ticket 
formed itself in Christchurch in quite 
recent times and became exposed 
primarily at the Elton John concert. 
They subsequently did a major 
campus tour and made the charts (a 
nautical term) with Country High. 
Then the album came and then they 
went to Australia and they are still 
there. It’s a nice story, a mirror of 
yet another successful migrant group.

But the firsts make the story 
more interesting. The fact that the 
album has been enthusiastically 
received in the United States, 
Germany and who knows where else, 
hints as to things to come. One 
suspects that the story is not at an 
end, as so often Australia is the end. 
For anyone who has savoured the live 
Ticket you realise you are swimming 
in sounds that you have not had the 
experience of before. (You know, 
they performed in our own cafeteria 
once-surprised.)

And so the album:
It’s very good. ,. One almost 

believes that there exists a New 
Zealand sound. The similarities that 
occur in this album to that produced 
by Highway are marked. But having

K L 1

D ire c to r /P n  
f A K U L A / L  
GORDON  I
j a n e  f o n

S V T H E R L A A  
C IO FFI/D is trib  
BROS I  A m e r ic a  
Technicolor. I  
Plaza, Queen S t

F ilm  n o i r ,  n  
about t h e  d a r l  
dark o f  t h e  c i t y  
drug s c e n e  a n d  
tven q u i t e  a b o u

although on the second LP one of the 
tracks S p ir its  U p  A b o v e  is written by 
Roland Kirk which gives and 
indication of the jazz influence 
within the group.

The theme of the first LP, simply 
entitled Osibisa, is “criss-cross 
rhythms that explode with 
happiness” , an apt description of the 
sound produced. T h e D aw n  which 
opens the LP is a superb track with 
an original opening. Amongst the 
other tracks is A y ik o  B ia  originally fte human SOU 
released here by Miriam Makeba Jarkness o f  W 
(remember her?)

The theme of the second LP is 
“we give you our treasure” and thai 
is what the music of Osibisa is 
about. They’re a happy group playing 
music that will cure a hangover, 
knock the sleep out of your eyes, s 
your mind working and your feet 
tapping. If you haven’t heard them, 
beg, borrow, steal or even buy a 
copy. If you don’t you’ll get worms, 
diarrhoea, chest phlegm, terminal 
halitosis and five years in purgatory.

sidewinder

partake.
KLUTE, opt 

evels, is a f 
darkness, i t  is a 
■which mysterie: 
but rather revea 
What do you

experienced the many dissimilarities 
between the two groups live leads me 
to suspect that the New Zealand 
sound is contained in the recording 
facilities here. However the quality of 
the sound is good, largely due to 
some tricky processing in America 
(compare with the poor technical 
sound of Spacefarm.)

But it is the musical content that 
one considers foremost. You cannol 
help but notice the extreme 
Hendrixian (I may use that word) 
influences in this album. And you 
like the extreme Hendrixian 
influences, because this guitarist, 
Hansen, plays his Fender with the 
crisp, phraseology that rises above 
the mere repetition of the best 
cliches. He darts from statement to 
statement, creating such a relentless 
pattern on the fretboard, that the 
heaviness of the rhythm section (bass 
and percussion) does not have time 
to become cumbersome. The vocals 
are good, although they appear to 
have lost something in the recording 
A vocalist that is not an 
instrumentalist must be a calculated 
luxury or very good indeed. Sufficeit 
to say, Trevor Tombleson does not 
help to fill the sound. But the ever 
occurring variation in rhythms does 
not give you the opportunity to 
notice empty places.

A W A K E , H IG H W A Y  O F  LOVE, 
B R O K E N  W INGS, R E IG N  AWAY, 
all pursue this relentless Hendrixian 
course with lyrics that show good, 
stoned sense (all tracks are original).

D R E A M  C H A N T , ANGEL ON 
M Y  M IN D  spell out some hypnotic 
rhythms with notable vamping from 
Hansen that one might call beautiful.

C O U N T R Y  H IG H  is also on the 
album.

Might I suggest that this is the 
most imaginative and highly skilled 
group to leave our shores for some 
time. For the album to reflect that 
imagination and skill, it is enough. It 
does. BERT RILEY
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BERT RILEY

t h i n g s  t h e  f i l m  t e l l s  u s  i s  t h a t  w e  
d o  o w e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  o n e  
a n o t h e r ,  y o u  j u s t  c a n ’ t  b u y  r e a l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  
a c t  ( p u m ,  h a h a )  B r e e  h a s  t o  c u t  
h e r s e l f  o f f  f r o m  a n y  r e a l  
e m o t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  a l l o w  h e r  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  h e r s e l f .  B u t  o n e  t i m e  
h e r  a c t  s p a r k s  o f f  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
g e t s  o u t  o f  h a n d ,  s h e ’ s a l m o s t  
f o r g o t t e n  i t  b u t  i t ’ s  b e e n  
g r o w i n g  u p  b e h i n d  h e r ,  i t ’ s 
a l r e a d y  k i l l e d  t h r e e  p e o p l e  a n d  
n o w  i t  d r a w s  c l o s e r  t o  h e r .  T h e  
o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  h e r  i s  
J o h n  K l u t e ,  a n d  s h e ’ s  n o t  s o  s u r e  
a b o u t  h i m .

W h a t ’ s  K L U T E  r e a l l y  a b o u t ?  
I  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  a n y  o n e  t h i n g ,  
t h e r e  a r e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t h i n g s ,  
a l l  s p r e a d i n g  o u t  t o g e t h e r ,  
i n t e r m i n g l i n g ,  w i n d i n g  b a c k  t o  
s t a r t  a g a i n .  T h i n g s  t h a t  c o m e  
b a c k  w i t h  n e w  m e a n i n g s  a n d  
o v e r t o n e s .

a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  f e a r ,  a n d  m y s t e r y  
a l l  m e r g e  t o  c r e a t e  m o m e n t s  
t h a t ,  a s  o n e  c r i t i c  s a i d ,  
‘ r e v e r b e r a t e . ’

J a n e  F o n d a ’ s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  
j u s t  a b o u t  f a u l t l e s s ,  s h e  g e t s  
r i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c a l l  
g i r l .  S h e ’ s  s c a r e d  o f  t h i n g s  s h e  
c a n ’ t  c o n t r o l ,  s o  h e r  j o b  s u i t s  h e r  
r i g h t  d o w n  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  S h e  
h a s  p e r f e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  h e r  
c l i e n t s .  B u t  t o  h a v e  t h a t  c o n t r o l  
s h e  m u s t  w i t h d r a w  i n t o  a n  a c t ,  a  
h a r m l e s s  a c t  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  
w h i c h  f i n i s h e s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  
c u s t o m e r  h a s  h a d  h i s  “ t r i c k ” . 
T r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  b y  m o v i n g  i n t o  
t h i s  a r t i f i c i a l  w o r l d  s h e ’ s  n o t  j u s t  
s e l l i n g  h e r  b o d y ,  s h e ’ s  h a d  t o  
t r a d e  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  b e s i d e .  
F o n d a ’ s  c a l l  g i r l  j s  t h e  l o g i c a l  
e n d  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  e t h i c  t h a t  
s h e  i s  p a r t  o f ,  ‘ a f t e r  t h e  m o n e y  
y o u  d o n ’ t  o w e  m e  a  t h i n g ,  j u s t  
t o  e n j o y  y o u r s e l f . ’  O n e  o f  t h e

T h e  c e n s o r  h a s  l e f t  t h i s  f i l m  
p r e t t y  m u c h  a l o n e ,  a  f e w  
d i a l o g u e  c u t s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e  b o t h e r e d  
a b o u t .
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K L U T E

D ire c to r /P ro d u c e r :  A L A N  
t A K U L A / P h o t o g r a p h y ;  
GORDON W I L L I S / P la y e r s ;
JANE F O N D A ,  D O N A L D  

S U T H E R L A N D , C H A R L E S  
G IO F F I/D is tr ib u to r; W A R N E R  
BROS/American. P a n a v ia s io n . 
Technicolor. R .1 6 .  1 1 3  m in s . 
Tlaia, Queen S t.

F ilm  n o i r ,  n i g h t  f i l m ,  a  f i l m  
about t h e  d a r k .  N o t  j u s t  t h e  
dark of t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  u n d e r w o r l d  

scene a n d  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  n o t  
even q u i t e  a b o u t  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  
ie h u m a n  s o u l ,  b u t  t h e  l a r g e r  
rkness o f  w h i c h  t h e s e  o n l y  

partake.
K L U T E ,  o p e r a t i n g  o n  m a n y  

levels, is  a  f i l m  a b o u t  t h i s  
darkness, i t  i s  a  m y s t e r y  f i l m  i n  
which m y s t e r i e s  a r e  n o t  s o l v e d ,  
but r a t h e r  r e v e a l e d  a s  m y s t e r i e s .  
What d o  y o u  i d e n t i f y  a s  t h e

u n s e e n  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  h o v e r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i l m  b e h i n d  a  
h a l f  o p e n e d  d o o r ,  o n  t h e  r o o f  
a b o v e ,  o r  o u t  i n  t h e  c i t y  a t  n i g h t  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  p h o n e .  
I s  i t  j u s t  C a b l e  t h e  n u t ,  o r  i s  i t  
B r e e ’ s  m i x e d  u p  i n c o m p r e ­
h e n s i o n  o f  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  w o r l d ,  
o r  i s  i t  m a y b e  t h e s e  a n d  
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  b e s i d e s .  B r e e  t e l l s  
K l u t e  t h a t  s h e  i s  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  
d a r k ,  w h a t  d a r k ?  t h e  u n k n o w n  
m a n i a c ,  t h e  n i g h t i m e  d a r k ,  o r  
l a t e r  o n  t h e  d a r k  u n k n o w n  o f  
d e v e l o p i n g  a  r e a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  a  m a n .  “ I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  g o  
b a c k  t o  f e e l i n g  n u m b , ”  s h e  t e l l s  
h e r  h e a d  s h r i n k e r .

B u t  d o n ’ t  g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h i s  i s  a  
c o m p l i c a t e d  f i l m ,  i t  f o l l o w s  a  
r a t h e r  s i m p l e  p l o t ,  a n d  c o u l d  b e  
t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  j u s t  f o r  
b e i n g  t h e  w e l l  s t r u c t u r e d  
d e t e c t i o n  t h r i l l e r  t h a t  i t  i s .  
H o w e v e r  t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  w h e n
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TASTE RECORDS 4 Lome St Phone 370-317 also open Saturday mornings

Burraturm Bill osby Hikktheme

Quincy Jones* “ Smackwater Jack! s a m  1-9343/3 
Produced by Quincy Jones, Phil Ramon* and Ray Brown 
On A&M Records

NOW AVAILABLE AT. Taste Records, 4 Lorne St., Auckland Ph. 370.3(7

M O N T A N A  W A LK  FOR C H A R IT Y  
(Proceeds for the Sheltered Workshop)

The Montana walk for Charity w ill be held in conjunction with the Montana 
Waitakere Road Relay—the premier N Z  Road Relay Contest around the Waitakere 
Ranges.

Both these events are being promoted jo in tly  by the Auckland University Harrier 
Club and Montana Wines.

Date: Sunday June 4th (Queens Birthday Weekend)
Time: 9.00 a.m.
Course: Starting from Lyndale Ath letic Clubroom (Portage Road, New Lyn) and 

proceeding up the Waitakere Scenic drive to  Montana Vineyard and return.
Distance: Approx 12 miles.
A  starting fee of $1 .00 w ill go to  the Sheltered Workshop and all those who  

finish receive a Montana Walk Charity Certificate plus a voucher for a special 
discount on the purchase o f Montana Wines.

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY
Has a great need for young active members on the orchard and farm.

For further details write to:
Dave & Anna Mitchell 
Riverside Community 
R.D. 2 Upper Moutere 
NELSON

JOHN H D D S
Suppliers of ALES, 
WINES & SPIRITS

T he  h o r n  o f  

TEACHER'S WHISKY 
SACCONf'S m  

GUSTAVE PIERRE BRANDY 
OID BUSHMILLS IRISH WHISKEY

JOHN ROD'S Of ANZAC AVI., AUCKLAND

H A R T  S TS IReven m o
e ve ry frid e y  night 
fllo in  Com m on Rm 

8 - 1
4 con/ for 11

Christian!
12 Frost f
Aucklar
695-541

.
V Li:

i f  i t  w e re n ’t  fo r  th e  fa c t th a t Q u incy ’s la te s t a lbum
s s t i l l  No. 1 on th e  Jazz LP  c h a rt, i t  w o u ld
e ju s t an o rd in a ry  G ram m y w in n e r

TASTY SPECIALS



WORKERS PARTICIPATION (CONT’D)

EXERCISE

YOUR LEGAL RIGHT

Register as a Conscientious Objector

For information write or phone 
Christian Pacifist Society, or Society o f Friends,
12 Frost Road,. ^  H M M i i e i M r
Auckland 4. / 8  C (u  v t /im um m l 3.

695-541 f lu t k l r t n r f  S'

S + s - i o y

WANTA MOTORCYCLE
look no further

Laurie Summer Ltd for the best line of 
Kawasaki and Honda bikes from Mini's 
to Super bikes

* All models always in stock
* Lowest terms available
* Good selection of used bikes priced 

from $200 up.
* 3 month guarantee on majority of 

used machines.

* All models always in stock

Tota l invo lvem ent is consequently 
rare b u t i t  w ou ld  be more 
the rapeutic  i f  he d id .

F ro m  th is  p o in t  too , 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in indu s try , on 
w hich we w ill enlarge later, w ill 
serve the ind iv id ua l cum w orker 
w ith  an im proved perception o f 
his social surroundings and 
understanding o f  the “ to ta l i ty ” . 
H .B . English (p321 in Readings in 
hum an is tic  psychology, Sutich 
and V ich  ed.) underlines these 
aspects in de ta il and says: “ Thus 
it  is becom ing increasingly clear 
tha t personal g row th  and the 
d e v e lo p m e n t o f personality 
depend on  the com m union  o f 
persons” .

J.A .C . B row n in "T h e  social 
psychology o f  in d u s try ”  stresses: 
“ The w o rke r m ust be studied as 
an isolated u n it , “ bu t his book, 
r igh tly  so, places the w orke r as an 
integral pa rt o f  the industria l 
environm ent.
The escapers and the statics

The stresses and strains and 
!ong draw n o u t achievements fo r 
the ind iv id ua l in industry  as 
compared w ith  com merce w ill no t 
a t t r a c t  t h e  in t e l le c tu a l  
average-best, b u t the absorption 
and to ta l m anpow er required 
draws m ost o f the w o rk in g  force 
th rough econom ic com puls ion . 
Those w ho are techn ica lly
inclined and w ith  an above
average in te lligence w ill, therefore 
pa rt fro m  in s titu tio n a l industry  
and w o rk  on th e ir own or w ill 
seek a ro le in w hich he/she can
pursue his technical ab ilities
w ith o u t the s tringent influences 
fro m  others o r fro m  regulations. 
Because o f cap ita l flo w  NZ was 
and is to  some degree an ideal 
place to  become independent by 
bo rrow in g  available capital and 
set up shop. Th is  was possible fo r 
a m echanic: garage, there are no 
huge garages em ploy ing  m any, 
save VW  as a chain g roup; a

carpenter: small time bu ilde r, 
some expanding in a big w ay, or 
l a b o u r  o n l y ;  p lu m b e r ;  
electricians: shop, ins ta lla tions; 
la te ly the designer-draughtsman; 
w ho shops around fo r labour 
con tracts o n ly , getting between 
$2 and $4 p.h., iron ica lly
som etimes fro m  the ir fo rm er 
em ployers w ho refused to  give 
them  $2 p.h.

The o th e r skilled tradesmen 
such as p rin te rs, boilerm akers, 
f it te rs , too lm akers cannot escape 
as to o  much cap ital is required.

M o s t  te c h n ic ia n s  and 
in s titu tio n  ce rtifica ted  (A .M .I. 
Mech etc) engineers w ou ld  seek a 
s ta ff appo in tm en t w h ich  includes 
pure technical execution  and 
research instead o f a “ line”  
o ffice rs  job  w ith  the emphasis on 
p ro d u c t io n  processes and/or 
a u t h o r i t y  o f  p r o d u c t io n  
personnel.

M . D a lton  (in  “ Industria l 
m an” , Tom  Burns, Ed. p265) 
fo rw ards ah analy tica l approach 
in w hich he ju s tly , paints the 
fr ic t io n s  and tensions between 
these tw o  A .O . line o ffice rs  have 
to  cope w ith  the low er echelons, 
have more respons ib ility : a 
m istake costs m ore, w ith o u t 
receiving more rewards.

Higher schooling can be found 
(in A m erica) am ongst the fo rm er 
(p272), 14.6 years against 13.1 
and 11.2 fo r  the low er, e.g. 
forem en. In his sum m ary he

substantiates po in ts  o f  fr ic t io n  
and one concludes th a t those 
de a ling  w ith  personnel are 
g e n e ra l ly  m o re  fru s tra ted , 
unhappy and probab ly more 
neuro tic .

Another facet, there is less also the thorns o f ultimate greed T o  o b t a i n  the various
role “ play”  in a staff function, and naked poverty are taken care backgrounds of our theme, to be
one is one-self. M. Banton (in o f by the capitalist class understood , thought i t  better to
“ Roles”  P55) describes tne “ level themselves as the execut.oners o f draw extensively on existing 
o f ignorance which cushions the law A few resort to the ma te r ja l  and composed, |
changes and delays”  waving o f flags and emotionally a | j a rather scholastic

The mam group however are charged words and a dying ripple pjece |t  js indeed easjer tQ base 
the “ caught”  technicians who can be noticed. This does n o tar)y human
cannot escape a fac to ry  plus the suggest th a t the average w orke r

perception on
, . . . . .  . p re m is e s  o f em otions and

broad masses o f semi s k ille d -o n e  (no such th in g , b u t seen in the m o tjvations b u t th js w j|| jnvite
has to  meet an unskilled w o rke r con tex t and environm ent o f  co u n te r em otions
in a fa c to ry  y e t - ;  those “ low  indus tria l re la tions) is no t aware C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e
status groups w ho have high o f w h a t is going on. I t  is a long in te lle c tu a lly  orien ta ted  w ill never
c o h e s iv e n e s s ”  T h e  la t t e r  w a y  f r o m  d e d u c t io n to get on the street and in to  the
conclusion f its  the pre-war era con ju ga tio n  to  organisation. facto ries to  fe rm en t once again 
b e tte r, I w ou ld  like  to  conclude. F o r m the m eantime he finds socja| jm p lica tio n s . Fo r facts must 
even so lid a rity  does no t always p rac tica l, ye t negative possib ilities
come to  the foreground . to  dodge a corset o f 8 hours, be accepted, conclusions can be
W o rk ro le  un im ag ina tive  senseless labour, |e ft to  the in te rested ind iv idua l

I t  is no t in support fo r the ranging fro m  crude ways in s itting  w ho jn  any case fo rm s them 
w orke rs  on ly  th a t an upheaval i t  o u t on the lav (break), accorjdng to  h is /her psychological 
and change such as particpa tion  becom ing a charge hand by make_up bu t i t  is the socia| radical 
(co -de te rm ina tion ) and u ltim a te ly  pressure o f  hard w o rk , o r f lig h t in w ho w j|| jn te ra c t and co tQ 
com m una l con tro l is envisaged, a s im ulated sickness preferably the m enta ||y jne rt 
indeed necessary, there are a fte r having w on a 5 day sick pay The s jtua tion  you see js 
e c o n o m ic a l and  p o l i t i c a l  b e ne fit scheme. Com pare also D. . . . . .  ’. . . ’
im p lic a tio n s  (p lann ing, price Roy (in  Industr. m an, P35 9 f), an jn te res t jn ^ o rk  . . *
c o n tro l) w hich m ust lead to  account as a radial d r ill o p e ra to r. . . , , ’ ’
im prov ing  ou r environm ent. fo r a year. The w orke r could go b e m g  ,  berded bf wee"  the

1 .  O n e  f a c e t  w i l l  b e  e x p l a i n e d  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t e d  s t r e s s :  M o r g a n  U " p a ' n  ® w a  s  o n  y  t o  r e a m  
i n  s o m e  d e t a i l :  t h e  e m p t i n e s s  o f  a n d  K i n g  ( p 5 3 1 )  a d m i t t e d :  b r a i n  a  o u  e  n ® x  ' T f . ?  . e n  S 0 0 t . e  
r o l e  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a g a i n s t  r o l e  p l a y  s y n d r o m e s :  b e h a v i o u r  p r o b l e m s  y . Sf  e  po 1 lcians/Paras,tes» 
w h i c h  i s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t y :  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  f i g u r e :  c a , o l e d  . b y  t o p  a p p o ' " t e d
c o m p a r e  t h e  r o l e  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  3 3 . 8 % ;  a n d  " t h e  t r u e  p e r c e n t a g e  ! T a n ^ g f . r ? ‘ c a r r V  o n  ™ a t e j a t
r e l a t i v e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  o f  n e u r o t i c  d i s o r d e r s  i n  t h e  l o w e r t b e  h e ' '  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  S , i r " m e ';
“ p r i m i t i v e ” , t h e  c l o s e d  f a r m i n g  c l a s s e s  i s  u n d e r s t a t e d ”  a s  t h e y  a r e  ° o | j d a r ° p e ‘  s t u d e n t - w o r k e i s
co m m u n ity , in groups w he:e less able to  a ffo rd  psych ia tric  . '. ,,, ,, T , .  „ „ „ „  (to be continued; more onpeople belong . This sense o f care.
belonging should no t im p ly  a road
to  a sem i-religious o r trancendent
sociologism or get lost in phrases
as uttered by A . Maslow (1962)
on “ be ing-psychology.”

H .L . W ilenski (Industria l man,
Burns Ed. p 1 28 f) describes an 
A m erican ou tcom e: seven in ten 
o f the w h ite  co lla r w orkers 
experienced some m ovem ent j
across occupationa l strata, and six ,u *'
in ten o f the blue co lla r w o rke rs .”
NZ figures are p robab ly  higher.
Fu rthe rm ore , he describes the 
u n n a tu r a l  c o m p u ls io n  to  
con fo rm : “ these men play i t  safe, 
seek security . . . they p u t down 
many bu t shallow  roo ts  . ,. a 
pseudo co m m u n ity  pa tte rn  . . , .  i f  
I d o n ’t do th is , I ’ ll get in to  
tro u b le ."

Peter Leonard in “ Sociology 
in social w o rk ”  (p56) relates:
“ T itm us  (1938) in look in g  at the 
e ffo rts  on the fathers ro le o f w o rk

p a rtic ip a tio n  and remarkable 
enough, w hy there should be 
support fo r  un ion organizations 
and F O L !)

w h a t l

in mass p roduc tio n  au tom ated 
in d u s try , has been concerned w ith  
the same problem  o f ro le  c o n flic t: 
the d iffe re n t norm s expected o f 
the w o rke r in the fa c to ry  and the 
same man at hom e. For the 
manual w orke r however s tab ility  
is no t stressed and w ith  increased 
ra tiona lisa tion  and au tom a tion  
c o m e s  t h e  u n c e r t a in t y , ’ 
irre gu la rity  and im perm anence o f j 
w o rk . Loss o f status a t w o rk  can 
be damaging to  a fa th e r ’s ro le in 
the fa m ily , and where the w orker 
is dom inated by the machine, 
there is subm ission, dependence 
and loss o f in it ia tiv e ” .

Thus, co n tin u in g  his fac to ry  
ro le , m enta lly  p o llu te d , he 
dom inates or he re jects his 
o rig ina l fa m ily  ro le . The damage 
done by the ca p ita lis t class is 
never to  be fo rg o tte n .

2. Should there be p r io r ity  in 
developing p o lit ic a l awareness 
f irs t,  o r should there be a 
p r a c t ic a l so lu tio n  such as 
pa rtic ipa tion?  I t  can be b rough t 
about by concerted ac tio n : 
establishing, s ta b iliz in g , education 
and then an o the r concerted 
action to  fu r th e r  new le ft 
socia liza tion.

A f t e r  1 3  0 y e a rs  o t  
fo rm u la tio n , lack o f  s o lid a r ity  is 
s till prevalent, the  analysis o f  
abstract po lit ica l th o u g h t requires 
th a t am ount o f  in te llig ence  tha t 
m ost w orkers s t i l l  do  n o t possess,
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P . B . E . C .  D E M O N S T R A T I O N  A T  V . U . W .
W h e n  w a t e r s i d e r s  h o l d  u p  g i a n t  c o n t a i n e r  s h i p s  t h e y  

i n c u r r  t h e  w r a t h  a n d  o p p r o b i u m  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  m a g i c a l l y  
a n d  s p e e d i l y  d i v i n e d  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  d a i l y  p r e s s .  
W h e n  a  s e a m e n ’ s  u n i o n  i s  d e r e g i s t e r e d ,  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  
a n d  p r e s s  g l o a t  t h a t  ‘ i t s  t h e i r  o w n  f a u l t ! ’  W h e n  J . B . L .  
C o n s o l i d a t e d  g o e s  i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  is  
b l a m e d ,  p e o p l e  w e e p  f o r  t h e  J e f f  b r o t h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
e x e c u t i v e s  a n d  f o r g e t  t h e  J . B . L .  c o m p a n i e s ’  o r d i n a r y  
w o r k e r s .  J u s t  a s  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b v i o u s  i d e o l o g i c a l  b i a s  i n  t h e  
S o v i e t  s t a t e ’ s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s  i n  
m e n t a l  a s y l u m s ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  a  s i m i l a r  b i a s  i n  t h e  N . Z .  
c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e ’ s  a t t i t u d e s  t o ,  a n d .  t r e a t m e n t  o f ,  d i s s i d e n t s  
a n d  t r o u b l e m a k e r s .

THE reaction to the demonstrations against the Pacific Basin 
Economic Council conference at Victoria University on May 18 and 
19 should be understood in its proper context. Friendly relations 
with businessmen means money for Victoria University-money 
from conferences, money for halls of residence and money for 
academic studies in ‘disciplines’ such as marketing. It is really no 
wonder that the Students Association Executive have reacted so 
hastily and stupidly to the demonstrators.

The arrangements for the Pacific Basin Economic Council 
Conference at Victoria University were first made in 1970. The fee 
for the use of the whole Union building (apart from a relatively 
small dining room, the SALIENT office and the Students 
Association offices) was approved in 1971. However most students 
on campus when the conference opened were probably unaware of 
the nature of the P.B.E.C. and the fact that the conference was on.
P.B.E.C. executives apparently asked for a meeting with any 
students who would oppose their conference. This request doesn’t 
appear to have got past the Union officials or the President of the 
Students Association, Peter Cullen. •

On Wednesday 17, the V.U.W. Labour Club published a 
pamphlet exposing the P.B.E.C. as an international capitalist body 
which planned and co-ordinated the exploitation of the Pacific 
Basin, including South-East Asia and New Zealand. The members of 
the council are Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the 
United States. The ‘representatives’ of these countries are leading 
businessmen and the council’s members include the three biggest 
multinational financing institutions in the world: The Bank of 
America, the First National City Bank and the Chase Manhattan 
Bank.

The Labour Club’s pamphlet did not call for any specific student 
action against the P.B.E.C. but a group of students decided on 
Wednesday to organise a picket of the Conference for the following 
day when the conference was thought to be holding a plenary 
session. The action of Thursday was comparatively minor-students 
sat on the stairway leading up to the conference hall and distributed 
leaflets to delegates. Later demonstrators gathered outside the hall, 
sung the “Red Flag” a couple of times and got into arguments with 
delegates and the union staff who were guarding the doors. No 
Violence’ occurred, unless you can describe a borer bomb, 
ineffectually set off in a committee room, as being violent i.e. 
causing damage to persons or property.

The Conference had not in fact gone into plenary session on 
Thursday so we decided to return on Friday in time for Muldoon’s 
luncheon speech to delegates. About two o’clock on Friday people 
gathered outside the cafeteria in which Muldoon was prattling, and 
sang the “Red Flag”. Then people sat along the wall and started 
banging on it to quite noisy effect. No-one seems to have established 
-who said it but someone at the luncheon, possibly disturbed from 
sleep, called on N.Z. delegates to “go out there and throw the rabble 
over the bank.” The N.Z. delegates acted on this sage advice, came 
out and got stuck in. Curiously enough some people seem to have 
forgotten that this happened. While the DOMINION highlighted this- 
incident on Saturday morning, the EVENING POST forgot about it 
on Saturday afternoon. The Students Association Executive, in a 
dodger advertising a special forum on the demonstrations, showed a

similarly convenient lack of memory when it ignored the P.B.E.C. 
delegates actions in a list of acts of violence. One student, Alick 
Shaw, is taking legal action against N.Z. delegate, Colonel H.J’G. 
Low, an ‘antiwar’ candidate at the last general elections and a big 
Wellington property investor.

This incident did nothing to cool students’ tempers and students 
decided to block the stairs and prevent delegates returning to their 
conference. The stairway I sat on was fairly effectively blocked by 
students and delegates had difficulty climbing the stairs. Most of 
them managed to get through and some on their way could not 
refrain from kicking the seated students. Sitting at the top of the 
stairs I saw two serious incidents. Bill Logan, who was sitting in 
front of me was hit by a passing delegate, and retaliated. Shortly 
afterwards a delegate, standing on the landing, leant over the railing 
and struck several seated students. His action provoked more 
trouble. SALIENT Made quite a relevant point about the violence 
on the stairway. “. . . Its hard to kick if you’re sitting down, as the 
demonstrators were, the striding delegates on the other hand had no 
difficulty putting the boot in.”

According to President Peter Cullen’s interpretation of Friday’s 
demonstration incidents on the other stairway forced him to call the 
police, i.e. when a delegate had his leg jamed in a doorway. I didn’t 
see this particular incident (about which there is apparently some 
dispute) but I think Cullen was foolish to call the police because the 
arrival of the cops on the campus only provoked demonstrators even 
further. When he announced his decision to call the cops to the 
assembled multitude Cullen was asked what the police would do 
when they came. ‘I don’t know what they’ll do until they come’, he 
replied. ‘Run a raffle’, interjected a law student present.

The ugliest incidents of the whole day (according to Cullen’s 
account) occurred when most of the demonstrators realised that 
there were still some cops left in the building. Most of them had left 
without doing anything. However four cops and a boy scout 
remained in a small committee room and someone set off a borer 
bomb inside. The cops charged out, punched a demonstrator who 
hadn’t ‘thrown’ the borer bomb and tried to drag him back inside. 
This action resulted in further scuffles, and the cops were barricaded 
in their room. Eventually they were rescued by police 
reinforcements (in the best Baden Powell tradition) and Cullen 
asked all the cops to leave, which they did. It seems to me that the 
presence of the police did nothing to calm anyone and only 
provoked more trouble than might have occurred anyway. A couple 
of flour bombs and a borer bomb were thrown into the conference 
hall but the last important incident of the day was the harrassment 
of the President of Lockheed Aircraft International, George C. Prill 
as he left the hall. Prill was jostled and flour bombed and eventually 
escaped the demonstrators shaken and upset. This incident has 
received a lot of condemnation and however nasty it might seem tc 
pick on one man, people should remember that Prill is head of £ 
company which is a leading death-merchant in the Vietnam War. 
Dick Werry, a Labour City Councillor in Lower Hutt and a second 
year Arts Student, put the incident in the proper perspective at the 
forum on the demonstrations. “I was one of those who threw flour 
at Mr Prill”, he said. ‘The time it took me to do that was the time it 
took Mr Prill’s military hardware to kill about a dozen Asians. The 
German arms manufacturer Krupp at the height of his activity in 
1943 spent about $50 million on defence hardware. Mr Prill’s 
company, Lockheed, spent in 1965 $10-12 billion on defence 
contracts. Krupp got a twenty year gaol sentence, for Prill a handful 
of flour.”

Saturday’s DOMINION came out with a fairly accurate report of 
the demonstrations, stressing that the delegates started the fighting 
during Muldoon’s speech. The DOMINION called the 
demonstrators’ actions ‘boorish’ and failed to explain the reasons 
for the protest, despite the fact that Rob Campbell, a member of 
the Labour Club, had given every media representative at the 
conference a copy of the Club’s pamphlet on Thursday. The 
EVENING POST on Saturday afternoon came out with an 
hysterical editorial on the demonstration. The POST concluded with 
what was in fact a call for political exclusions from the university, 
‘The ranks on the campus at Victoria”, it said, “badly need

thinning out.”
On Sunday night the Students Association Executive held 

special meeting on the demonstrations. Its actions 
ill-considered and vindictive-only SALIENT editor Gil Petersen was 
cool-headed enough to oppose the ‘decisions’ that were made. The 
Executive, with two dissenters, passed a vote of no-confidence ii 
Men’s Vice-President H.T. Lee for his actions. Lee was told about 
the meeting on Sunday afternoon-according to the V.U.W.S.A 
Constitution he was entitled to 12 hours notice. His active part in 
the demonstrations was limited to Thursday when he asked for the 
U.S., Taiwan and South Vietnamese flags to be removed from the 
conference hall as their presence conflicted with students 
association policies. On Friday he acted as a photographer fm 
SALIENT. Lee abstained from voting at the meeting and announced 
his intention to resign.

The Executive asked for a joint inquiry into the demonstrations 
with the university council and asked the Professorial Board foi 
strong disciplinary action. According to some reports of the meetini 
(held in committee with the Secretary and Deputy-Secretary of the 
University Union) certain people were mentioned in this context. 
Disciplinary action apparently included permanent banning of two 
non-students from the campus: COCK editor Chris Wheeler, twice a 
graduate of Victoria, and former SALIENT editor, Rogei 
Cruickshank. On Monday the University Council rejected the 
Executive’s requests as conflicting and improper-Council is, as the 
Executive must have forgotten, the appeal authority for any 
disciplinary actions.

To complete their frenzied actions the Executive decided to 
freeze the Labour Club’s funds. Peter Cullen later said that this 
action was taken to prevent the club from withdrawing its funds 
However, as the EVENING POST recognised on Monday, the 
Executive appears to have simply been acting in a vindictive fashion 
to try and ‘punish’ the instigators of the demonstration and prevent 
them from publishing anything in their defence. Like Jack 
Marshall’s price freeze, the Executive’s freeze failed. To protect its 
money the Labour Club took the action the Executive was, 
according to Cullen trying to prevent.

A number of things need to be cleared up about this 
demonstration. The Labour Club instigated it by publishing s 
pamphlet and a few Club members participated throughout. The 
club did not at any stage control or lead it. The Executive at its 
Sunday meeting didn’t bother to call in any Labour Club members 
to find this out.

Muldoon and others have spoken about the number of 
non-students involved in the protest. As far as I can make out there 
were no more than ten, not a very substantial number out of a total 
of about a hundred at the height of the action on Friday. Moreover 
most of the non-students, including Wheeler and Cruickshank, did 
not play a leading role in the demonstration.

There has been a lot of talk about the violence that occurred 
during this demonstration. At the special, forum a lot of students, 
either pacifists or right-wingers, were shouting about the violence, 
from the students rather than the P.B.E.C. delegates. No one seems 
to have bothered to define the word ‘violence’. As far as I can see, 
flour bombs and borer bombs (which incidentally can’t be 
thrown-apparently it spoils the effects) can’t be considered as 
violence. Fisticuffs on the other hand, can.

About 140 students have signed a request for a special general 
meeting of the Students Association to discuss the demonstrations 
and a motion of no confidence in the Executive. I cannot predict 
how this meeting will turn out. Although most of the people at the 
special forum seemed to be pissed off with the Executive’s decisions 
at its Sunday night meeting especially the motion of no confidence 
in Lee and the action against the Labour Club, a lot of students 
applauded nicely when P.B.E.C. public relations man Feslier left 
waving his hand. Students here seem to be easily upset by ‘violence’ 
against businessmen on campus. Of course similar incidents at 
demonstrations down town don’t seem to make so many people 
upset, but then its not on students own property.

-Peter Franks
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