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STATEM ENT BY THE EXEC U TIVE

Last Thursday’s meeting of the Executive 
unanimously passed a resolution to dissolve the 
Craccum Administration Board and to dismiss the 
editors. This decision was made after lengthy 
discussion of the responsibilities of the Board and 
the legal obligations of the editors. The rest of this 
statement will explain the reasons behind this 
move .

T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ( a s  r a t i f i e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  a  
n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s )  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  
a p p o in t m e n t  o f  e d i t o r s  f o r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
E d ito rs  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  s i g n  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
but t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a l l o w  a s  m u c h  f r e e d o m  
o f p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  O n e  o f  t h e  f e w  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
e m p lo y m e n t  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i m p o s e s  o n  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  
C ra c c u m  i s  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  e n s u r e  t h a t  c o p y  i s  s u b m i t t e d  
for le g a l  p e r u s a l  b e f o r e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  
o f t h is  y e a r  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  r e c e i v e d  r e p e a t e d  a s s u r a n c e s  f r o m  
the P u b l i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  t h a t  t w o  s e n i o r  L a w  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
d o in g  t h i s .  T h i s  w a s  c o m p l e t l e y  u n t r u e  a n d  t h e  t w o  
s tu d e n ts  n a m e d  s w o r e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n e v e r  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  
do s u c h  c h e c k i n g .

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  h a s  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  d i c t a t e  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  
to t h e  e d i t o r s — i n  f a c t  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C r a c c u m  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B o a r d  w a s  t o  
p re v e n t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s i n g .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  
leagal c h e c k s  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i n  t h e  e d i t o r ’ s  c o n t r a c t  
was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  i n c u r r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  
losses t h r o u g h  l a w s u i t s .  I f  t h e  t r e a t e n e d  a c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  
p r o v o k e d  b y  p r e v i o u s  i s s u e s  o f  C r a c c u m  t h i s  y e a r  h a d  
m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  t h e n  a l r e a d y  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  i n c o m e  o f  
the A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d .

I n  t a k i n g  o u r  a c t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  w e r e  a l s o  
c o n s id e r e d :

t  T h e  P u b l i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  
the e d i t o r s  t o  s i g n  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  A . U . S . A .  T h i s  h a d  
n o t b e e n  d o n e  a s  i n s t r u c t e d  b y  R N  3 2  o f  t h e  E x e c .  M i n u t e s  
o f 2 n d  M a r c h  1 9 7 2 .

#  T h e  e d i t o r s  h a v e  n o t  c o m p i l e d  i n  a l l  c a s e s  t o  e n s u r e  
th a t C r a c c u m  b e  p e r u s e d  b y  a  c o m p e t e n t  l e g a l  a d v i s o r .  ( S e e  
the E x e c .  M i n u t e s  o f  1 3 t h  A p r i l  1 9 7 2 ) .

0  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  w e r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
the w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  C r a c c u m  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B o a r d  w a s  
c o n d u c t i n g  m e e t i n g s  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  m e m b e r s .  O n  s o m e  o c c a s i o n s  n o  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
at a l l  w a s  g i v e n .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  w e r e  n o t  a l w a y s  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .

0  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C r a c c u m  A d m i n .  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  
e d ito r s  h a v e  n o t  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e .  I t  w a s  
fe lt  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  T h e  P u b l i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  
s o m e o n e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
B o a rd  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f u l l  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a  S p e c i a l  
G e n e ra l M e e t i n g  i s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  B 2 8  t o d a y .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  
be a s k e d  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  i n  d i s m i s s i n g  
the e d i t o r s . . .  T h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  
in t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  
C r a c c u m  a n d  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f e l t  i t s e l f  b o u n d e d  t o  
take  t h e  a c t i o n  i t  h a s .  It is now entirely in the hands of the 
students at the General Meeting whether they wish to 
confirm this action.
John W o o d ro ffe  ( P r e s i d e n t )
Cora B a ill ie  ( H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n )
Russell B a r t le t t  ( P u b l i c  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r )
Colleen F o le y  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r )
Rob G a r lic k  ( T r e a s u r e r )
Richard G y d e  ( E d u c a t i o n  O f f i c e r )
Mike M c M e n a m in  ( P u b l i c  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r )
George M y a l ls  ( M a n  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t )
Neil N e w m a n  ( C a p p i n g  C o n t r o l l e r )
Richard R o w e  ( B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e r )
R o ssS e llw ood  ( S o c i e t i e s  R e p . )
Dave W ins lade  ( S o c i a l  C o n t r o l l e r )

T o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,
A u c k l a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  S t u d e n t ’ s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

O n  T h u r s d a y  1 5 t h  J u n e ,  1 t o o k  u p  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
t e m p o r a r y  e d i t o r - i n - c h a r g e  o n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  w o u l d  f i n i s h ,  w h e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h a d  b e e n  
r e s o lv e d ,  a f t e r  o n e  o r  a t  t h e  m o s t ,  t w o  i s s u e s  o f  
“ C r a c c u m . ”

F u r t h e r  t o  t h i s  I w i s h  t o  g i v e  n o t i c e  o f  m y  r e s i g n a t i o n  
t o  t a k e  e f f e c t  o n  2 9 t h  J u n e  o r  e a r l i e r  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .

( s i g n e d )  J e a n - B a p t i s t e  P i g g i n  
1 6 / 6 / 7 2

OPOIOGV
In the issue o f Craccum o f Thursday, 8th 

June 1972 in the article on page 1 on the Crewe 
case was a statement that the Dr Nelson that 
gave evidence at the trial had no special 
qualifications in ballistics and had been proved 
in a previous case to be inaccurate and far from 
thorough in his examination o f fibres.

In fact the author o f the article was confused 
regarding the persons who gave evidence in the 
Crewe case and in the bombing case mentioned 
in the article. Dr Donald Frederick Nelson 
(M.Sc. [N .Z .];  Dr o f Criminology (University o f 
California)) was the witness in the Crewe case 
while Dr Peter Edward Nelson (B.Sc.[Hons]; 
Ph D (both in Chemistry)) was the witness in the 
bombing case.

Both Drs D.F. Nelson and P.E. Nelson are 
highly qualified experts and have had extensive 
experience in their respective fields.

Craccum acknowledges that the comments in 
the article were inaccurate and were defamatory 
o f both Drs D.F. Nelson and P.E. Nelson. 
Craccum unreservedly withdraws the statements 
and any innuendo and implication that they 
were involved in the “ planting”  o f evidence and 
apologizes to the Drs Nelson fo r the publication 
o f the article.

E D I T O R I A L
The Studass Executive’s action in suspending 
Gordon and Heather was not warranted by the 
circumstances, was hasty and clumsy. Exec c a n  act 
moderately and representatively. Very few people 
take seriously the pre-recorded rhetoric of 
“beaurocratic red tape” and “fascist tyranny” 
because we know that the Exec tries to be 
objective, tolerant and fair.

But in this instance is a tragic mistake. They 
cannot succeed in this and they know it. They have 
made an unrepresentative decision in misguided 
sincerity which will hurt them and their
sympathisers in the backlash.

The suspension which may or may not be ratified today 
was on the grounds of incompetence and irresponsibility in 
publishing legally actionable articles without the
examination of our lawyers.

B u t  o b v i o u s l y  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  a  p r e d i c t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  
o f  t h e  v i g o u r o u s  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  G o r d o n  a n d  H e a t h e r .  O t h e r  
N e w  Z e a l a n d  n e w s p a p e r s ,  s t u d e n t ,  u n d e r g r o u n d  o r  
c a p i t a l i s t  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  a s  m u c h  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  
l a w y e r s .  I t  i s  a b s u r d  t o  d e m a n d  t h a t  a  n e w s p a p e r  w i t h  s u c h  
s m a l l  s t a f f  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  b e  p e r f e c t  i n  e v e r y  w o r d ,  b e c a u s e  
i t  m u s t  b e  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  a  b l u n d e r  t u r n s  u p .  
Y e t  n o  i n s u r a n c e  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h i s .  W h e n  i t  
d o e s  h a p p e n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
( S c h e d  1 4 ,  R u l e  6 ) :  d i s m i s s a l  o r  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  
e d i t o r s  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c o s t  o f  l e g a l  a c t i o n  a n d  d a m a g e s .  A f t e r  
t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  a n  h o u r ’ s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  E x e c  c h o s e  t h e  
m o r e  d r a s t i c  o f  t h e s e .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  
c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  A n d  w h a t e v e r  t h e  a l l e g e d  f a i l i n g s  o f  t h e  
e d i t o r s  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i t  w a s  d o w n r i g h t  b a d  
m a n n e r s  a n d  t h i c k h e a d e d n e s s  n o t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  
t h r e e  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  b e c o m e s  e v e n  s h a k i e r  w h e n  
t h e y  d e f e n s i v e l y  s t a r t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  “ C r a c c u m ”  s t a f f  w e r e  
u n c o - o p e r a t i v e  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  a n y w a y .  T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
g i v e s  t h e  E x e c  w i d e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  
i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f o r e s e e  e v e r y  e m e r g e n c y ,  n o t  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  
d u m p  e d i t o r s  w h e n  i t  fe e ls  d i s s a t i f i e d .  A . U . S . A .  is  n o t  r u n  
b y  t o u c h .

T h i s  w h o l e  b a l l - u p  h a s  b e e n  m i s m a n a g e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  
T h e  E x e c  c o u l d  h a v e  a d j o u r n e d  t i l l  e a r l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
m o r n i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  e d i t o r s  a n d  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  w i t h o u t  r i s k ,  y e t  i t  c h o s e  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  
d e c i d e  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  a  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  t i m e  w i t h o u t  t h e  
o n e  e x p e r t  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  s h o w e d  t h e m  a  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  
a n d  e f l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  (con tinued  on page one).

GORDON CLIFTON AND HEATHER MclNNES, 
EDITORS OF CRACCUM HAVE BEEN SACKED.

EVERY AUSA MEMBER IS ASKED TO  CAREFULLY STUDY 
THE FACTS BOTH HERE AND IN THEIR NEWS-SHEET
AND JUDGE THE RIGHT ACTION ON THOSE FACTS

SGM TO DAY TO D EC ID E FUTURE OF C R A C C U M -O N E  O'CLOCK, B28.



__

O n  F r i d a y  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  sti l l  h o p e  f o r  a c o m p r o m i s e  
h a p p y  e n d in g ,  D a v id  C o l b o u r n  t h o u g h  h a v in g  n o  p a r t  in  t h e  
d i s p u t e  m i s g u id e d l y  f o r c e d  it  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  a t  a  d i s c u s s i o n  
c o n v e n e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  p u r p o s e ,  a g a in s t  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  b o t h  
p a r t i e s .  "In t e d ' o u s l y  c r y i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  
c o m p r o m i s e  a n d  t o l e r a t i o n  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  d r a g g in g  it  i n t o  
t h e  l ig h t  w h e r e  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t l y  b u i l t  u p ,  a b u s e  
t r a d e d ,  a n d  p r i d e ,  s t u b b o r n e s s  a n d  a n g e r  a c c u m u l a t e d .

T h e r e  a r e  n o w  sev e ra l  g r o u p s  t r y i n g  to  u se  t h i s  a f f a i r  t o  
t h e i r  o w n  a d v a n t a g e  so  t h a t  h o w e v e r  it t u r n s  o u t ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t  b o d y  a s  a w h o l e  wil l  h a v e  lo s t .

RUNNING A STUDENT NEWSPAPER

C r a c c u m  h a s  n o t  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  s la v is h ly  i m i t a t e  all 
s t u d e n t  o p i n i o n .  T h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  w h y  it  s h o u l d  s a t i s f y  
t h e  E x e c  a s  t o  i ts  c o n t e n t .  T h e  o n l y  c r i t e r i o n  is w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  t h a t  c o n t e n t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  s a t i s fy  
t h e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a re  f o r c e d  t o  s u b s id i z e  i t .  
C r a c c u m  h a s  h a d ,  a n d  wil l  h a v e  u n p o p u l a r  e d i t o r s  a n d  
p o l ic i e s  w h o s e  v a lu e  o n l y  b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  lo n g  a f t e r .  B u t  
o n l y  t h e  g r a v e s t  a b u s e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  s h o u l d  e v e r  j u s t i f y  
s a c k in g  a s  lo n g  a s  C r a c c u m  is a c o m p l e t e l y  o p e n  n e w s p a p e r .  
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  f i n a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r  a n d  s im p le :  t h a t  
t h e  p u b l i s h e r  h a s  $ 7 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  f r o m  A .U .S .A .  t o  u s e  to  
p r o d u c e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  issues .

•

A s s o o n  as  t h e r e  a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  t h e  s p e n d i n g  o f  t h i s  
m o n e y ,  C r a c c u m  b e c o m e s  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  a c a p i t a l i s t  
n e w s p a p e r .  ( A  c a p i t a l i s t  n e w s p a p e r  is c o n g e n i t a l l y  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  c r i t i c i s in g  t h e  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  it e x i s t s ) .  S u c h  
n e w s p a p e r s  - a n d  r a d io  s t a t i o n s  a lo n g  w i t h  a n  
a c c o u n t a n t - r u l e d  N .Z .B .C .  ( a n  im a g e  o f  w h a t  C r a c c u m  
m ig h t  b e c o m e ,  w h i c h  c a n  t e a c h  u s  s o m e  le s s o n s  f r o m  its  
s im i l a r i t i e s )  c o n t r o l  t h e  m e d i a  s c e n e  in N e w  Z e a l a n d .  T h e y  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  d iv id e  t h e  “ m a r k e t ”  t o  a v o id  c o m p e t i n g ,  t h e i r  
n o t i o n  o f  p u b l ic  i n te r e s t  o n l y  s u r f a c e s  w h e n  it c o i n c i d e s  
w i t h  t h e  p r o f i t  m o t i v e  a n d  t h e y  h a b i t u a l l y  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
d e n y  t h e i r  ro le  in p o l i t i c a l l y  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  p e o p le .  
S u p p r e s s i o n  o r  w e ig h t i n g  o f  t h e  n e w s  m a y  n o t  b e  a b a d  
t h in g  in i tse l f ,  b u t  t h e  b l a t a n t  d e c e i t  t h a t  it d o e s  n o t  g o  o n  
a n d  th e  b l a n d  p r e t e n c e  a t  i m p a r t i a l i t y  w h e r e  r e a d e r s  r a r e ly  
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h e c k  is a w r o n g  t o  the* n a t i o n  o f  
c a p i t a l i s m  a t  i ts  w o r s t .

N o w  t h e  m o d e r n  s t u d e n t  b o d y  e x p e c t s  i ts  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  
w o r k  to  c o u n t e r a c t  th is .  In  d o i n g  so  t h e  p a p e r s  a r e  t h r u s t  
h a r d  a g a in s t  t h e  law s  o f  i n d e c e n c y ,  o f f i c i a l  s e c r e t s ,  s e d i t i o n  
a n d  l ibe l  a n d  m u s t  t a k e  u n u s u a l  r isks.

R ig h t  n o w ,  t h e  T o r y  G o v e r n m e n t  is t r y i n g  t o  e n g i n e e r  a 
l a n d s l i d e  f o r  N o v e m b e r  w i t h  a g o n i s e d  s c r e a m i n g  o v e r  t h e  
“ d o m i n a t i o n ”  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  t r e a s o n o u s  
t o m a t o - t h r o w e r s  a n d  f l o u r - b o m b e r s .  A s  s t u d e n t s  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  c h a n g e  w h e t h e r  l ib e ra l ,  i d e a l i s t  o r  r a d ic a l  w e  
a re  l ik e ly  t o  b e  c a u g h t  u n d e r  it .  T h e  s t u d e n t  n e w s p a p e r  will 
b e  at t h e  f o c u s  o f  a c t i o n  t o  s p o i l  th is .

T h e s e  a r e  s t r o n g  r e a s o n s  t o  k e e p  u p  t h e  s o r t  o f  C r a c c u m  w e  
h a v e  h a d  so far.  T h e  t w o  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  p r o v e d  w h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d  d o  a n d  b u i l t  it u p  a r e  G o r d o n  C l i f t o n  a n d  
H e a t h e r  M c l n n e s  -  t h e r e  is n o  s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e y  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  C r a c c u m  t o  g e t  o n  w i t h  t h e  j o b .

TH IS  ISSUE OF CRACCUM

As i n t e r i m  e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f ,  1 h a v e  c h o s e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
t o d a y ’s issue  o f  Craccum f o r  t h e  A U  S t u d e n t ’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a g a in s t  t h e  p e r s u a v i v e n e s s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
w a n t  t o  m a k e  a p r o t e s t ,  b e c a u s e  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  
n e w s p a p e r  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f o o t b a l l  t h a t  
c y n ic s  a n d  p r a g m a t i s t s  w o u l d  m a k e  o f  i t .  Craccum is a 
s e rv ice  f o r  s t u d e n t s  l ik e  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  o r  h e a l t h  se rv ic e .  
A n d  it c o s t s  u s  se v e n  t h o u s a n d  d o l la r s  in a y e a r .

I t s  e x i s t e n c e  is j u s t i f i e d  as  a  n e w s  s o u r c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  
as  r m e d i u m  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a s  a s t r o n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  p re s s .  T o  fail t o  p u b l i s h  it  is t o  m i s u s e  it as  
a w e a p o n  in t h e  i n f ig h t i n g  o f  t h e  p o w e r  g r o u p s  a n d  to  
fo rg e t  t h e  n in e  a n d  a h a l f  t h o u s a n d  o r d i n a r y  m e m b e r s  
w h o  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h a t  is g o in g  o n .

1 k n o w  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  s id e s  in  t h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  1 
b e l i e v e d  in a n d  s o u g h t  t o  c o m p r o m i s e ,  a n d  still  d o .  It  is 
n o w  u p  t o  e v e ry  m e m b e r  t o  m a k e  a j u d g e m e n t  o n  t h e  
f a c t s  a n d  t h e  a r g u m e n t s .

T h e  E x e c  is o u t  o n  a  l im b  n o w .  O f  c o u r s e  it is t o  t h e i r  
a d v a n t a g e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  ca s e  m a d e  k n o w n .  B u t  d i s a g re e  
w i t h  it a s  w e  m a y ,  it is o n l y  r ig h t  t o  p u b l i s h  i t .  I e x p e c t  
t o  b e  c a l l e d  a  p u p p e t ,  a d u p e ,  a l a c k e y ,  a p a w n  o f  t h e  
E x e c  f o r  d o i n g  th is .  I a m  t h e  m a n  in  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  
e x p e c t  t o  b e  m o s t  h u r t  in  t h e  c o l l i s i o n .  I e x p e c t  t o  s u f f e r  
b e c a u s e  I d id  n o t  t a k e  a n  e a s y  w a y  o u t .  B u t  i f  a s t o o g e  
e d i t o r  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  o n l y  b e c o m e  
w o r s e .

B o th  p a r t i e s  w e r e  g iv en  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a rg u e  
t h e i r  s t a n d s  h e r e  w i t h o u t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  s u s p e n d e d  
e d i t o r s  d e c l i n e d  s in c e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  p l a n s  t o  
p u b l ic i s e  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  A s  t h e  a c t i n g  e d i t o r ,  I h a v e  
o n e  i n t e r e s t :  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  C r a c c u m  a n d  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  
c o n c e r n s  t h a t  a l o n e .  T h e r e f o r e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  H e a t h e r

a n d  G o r d o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e s t o r e d  y e t  I c a n n o t  b e c o m e  
i n v o lv e d  a n y  d e e p e r  in  t h i s  d i s p u t e .

I p r o f f e r  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u s p e n d e d  s t a f f  a n d  o t h e r s  f o r  
t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  a n d  m a g n a n i m i t y  a n d  w o r k  a l r e a d y  
d o n e  t o  k e e p  th is  o u t f i t  o n  t h e  ra i l s .  Craccum wil l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n .

-The Acting Editor

WHY DID THE CRACCUM ADMIN. BOARD FOLD?

P lease re a d  sch ed u le  1 5  o f  th e  c o n s ti tu tio n

The Craccum Admin. Board was set up, at the Autumn General 
Meeting last year, to oversee the affairs of the Association’s main 
publication C raccu m . The composition of the Board was intended 
to ensure that all sides got a fair and equitable hearing.

1 have been Business Manager for six weeks now. I went to my first 
“Craccum” meeting the day before I was officially appointed to the 
Exec. Paul Carew carefully gave me written notice of the meeting 
because the Board’s last set of minutes had not been accepted by 
the Exec. The Chairman of the Admin. Board (and Publications 
Officer) had not been circularising the other Exec members on the 
Board to inform them where and when the meetings were to be 
held.

I arrived punctually at 10.30 as requested, to find one member.

SOME OBJECTIONS ANSW ERED  
BY RUSSELL B A R TLETT

* The publications o fficer and the editors should have been invited  
to the exec meeting which made the decision.

The pub lica tions o ff ice r is a m em ber o f exec and his in fre q u e n t 
and b rie f appearances at meetings is no fa u lt o f  the  o th e r members. 
The ed ito rs o f  Craccum are also requ ired to  a ttend  meetings—one 
app lican t fo r the job was tu rned  do w n on the grounds th a t he w ou ld  
no t be able to  do so yet o f the three w ho  were appo in ted  n o t one 
has so fa r managed to  a ttend a single m eeting.

* We have avoided a taw suit on this occasion so why complain?

The w r it in g  and pu b lica tion  o f the a rtic le  in question  revealed an 
irresponsible a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the facts being reported  upon, and in 
fa ilu re  to  have copy checked a de libera te  non-com pliance w ith  the 
ed itors term s o f em ploym ent. Th is is the th ird  occasion th a t 
C raccum 's fa ilu re  to  carry o u t the e lem entary checking procedures 
have resulted in unnecessary legal actions. The ed ito rs have shown 
disregard bo rdering on con tem p t fo r  the interests o f  students.

S tudents may have fe lt  d if fe re n tly  i f  the  alleged libe ls were 
necessary to  achieve some purpose o r e n q u iry —Heather's b land 
reference to  the  price o f free speech is no t her licence to  lack o f 
jou rn a lis tic  in te g rity , o r an excuse fo r  her to  ignore the term s under 
w h ich  she was appointed.

* The 250,000 overruns o f  the Craccum supplement were no t 
proceeded with.

O nly  the in te rvention  o f the Treasurer, acting on a com m ent 
dropped at an S.R C. m eeting, prevented the unauthorised p r in tin g  
o f the supplem ent. The adm in board appears to  have los t co n tro l 
over w hat is ordered in the name o f the Associa tion .

*  The dismissals are in some way a po litica l move by the 
executive.

The decisions were based solely on the irregu la rities concerning 
the board and the editors, as o u tlin e d . There were no t grounds fo r  
any sort o f gain by the Exec or its ind iv id ua l m em bers—especially 
those w ho have indicated th e ir  in te n tio n  to  stand fo r  o ff ice  in the 
elections.

* Students should have been consulted.

A fu ll m eeting o f students is to  be held tod ay . The dismissal 
procedure requires any sackings by the executive to  be ra tifie d  by a 
m eeting. Exec could no t support the ac tiv ities  o f the board as 
con s titu ted  and was obliged to  in itia te  the move. I t  is fu lly  
appreciated th a t the fina l decision is the students '. To  approve the 
ignorance o f the legal ob ligations o f the ed itors and to  accept the 
con tinu ing  m a lfunction  o f the board m ust be a decision fro m  a fu l l  
meeting o f students.

Last week fro m  Fantasyland Carew announced th a t M ickey 
Mouse was one o f his best fr ie n d s—so tu rn  up to  D isneyland today 
at 1 p.m . at B28.
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At 11.15 other members of the Board arrived. We still lacked a 
quorum but proceeded with business because “Heather is in 
Auckland and we can put her name down”. Heather did arrive at 
12.30 as the meeting was closing.

Since then there has been one meeting of which I was informed 
verbally and several false alarms from the same verbal source. I was 
told that a standing meeting occurred at 5.15 every Thursday. One 
did. Due to a laboratory from which I cannot be excused between 
5.00 and 6.00 p.m., I am not able to arrive until 6.00.

Last Thursday night, knowing of certain legal metters, I made 
special arrangements to arrive on time to discuss these with the 
editors and Publications Officer. I found the photographer in lone 
residence.

I knew of the solicitor’s letter, Heather knew of the solicitor’s letter 
because I rang her as soon as I saw it. John Miller knew of the letter.
1 assumed that other staff were told in the two intervening days.

A p p a r e n tly  o n ly  tw o  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  b o a rd  c o n s id e re d  th is matter 
im p o r ta n t en ou gh  to  a t te n d  th e  s ta n d in g  m e e tin g  to  c o n sid e r  it.

The Craccum Admin. Board as it has existed is an ineffectual, 
impotent, ridiculous organisation. Matters properly its concern have 
been taken out of its hands. The Board was not told of the Tenants’ 
Association overruns, which have already been charged to A.U.S.A. 
No information was given of the intention to produce an eight-page 
Craccum and buy an eight-page supplement from Dr. Mann. (Dr. 
Mann believed he was buying C raccu m  overruns). The Board was 
not informed of the “African Supplement” overruns to come from 
this issue. It took the Board six weeks before it got round to asking 
for a salaried reporter (and six minutes for Exec, to agree it was 
necessary and pay up).

Originally designed to prevent friction between the Craccum  staff 
and the Exec, this Board has served no purpose but to hamper and 
delay communication.

-Richard Rowe.

iHEmEEimc
t h e  A u c k la n d  U n ivers ity  S tu d e n t's  A s so c ia tio n  Executive  

re so lv e d  o n  th e  n igh t o f  1 5 th  o f  Ju n e  to  “e x p re ss  i ts  lack of 
c o n fid e n c e  in th e  C raccu m  A d m in is tr a tio n  B o a rd  a n d  withdraw  
th o se  p o w e r s  d e le g a te d  to  i t ” a n d  “ th a t th e  e x e c u tiv e  d o  dismiss 
th e  tw o  e d ito r s  o f  C raccu m  f o r th w ith  u n d er  R u le  6 o f  th e  14th 
sc h e d u le  o f  th e  C o n s titu tio n . ” T hese w ere  p a sse d  unanim ously  
w ith o u t  a b s te n tio n . T he m em ber's p re se n t w ere  President 
W o d o ro ffe , M cM en am in , S tarlin g , G y d e , F o ley , Sellwood, 
N ew m a n , W inslade, V ice -P residen t M ya lls , B a r tle tt ,  R o w e , and 
T reasurer G arlick. N o t  a t  th e  m e e tin g  w ere  V ice -P residen t Clare 
W ard a n d  C ora B aillie  a n d  th e  P u b lic a tio n s  O ffic e r  P au l Carew.

T he d isc u ssio n  w as in s tr ic t  c o n fid en ce , b u t i t  is k n o w n  that 
th e  f ir s t  r e so lu tio n  re su lte d  f r o m  c la im ed  irregu larities in the 
c o n d u c t  o f  B o a rd  m ee tin g s  a n d  th e  fa ilu re  to  p la c e  priming  
o rd e rs  th ro u g h  th e  A  U SA. The rea so n s f o r  th e  se c o n d  are more 
vague b u t  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  severa l th rea ts  o f  lib e l a c tio n  th is year. 
S p ecu la tio n  o n  o th e r  d if fe r e n c e s  a t  th a t t im e  b e tw e e n  editors 
a n d  e x e c u tiv e  ca n n o t b e  s u b s ta n tia te d  b eca u se  n o b o d y  can recall 
th e ir  o p in io n s  b e fo re  th e  e r u p tio n s  a n d  e x p lo s io n s  tak in g  place 
a t th e  t im e  o f  w riting .

I m m e d ia te ly  c o n se q u e n t to  th e se  re so lu tio n s  th e  Exec,
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ippointed J ea n -B a p tis te  Piggin, th e  o n ly  m e m b e r  o b se rv in g  th e  
meeting, to  b e  A c tin g  E d ito r -in -C h ie f  to  c o m p le te  th e  issue o f  
Craccum in p re p a ra tio n  a n d  d e c id e d  to  ca ll a p p lic a tio n s  f o r  th e  
iditorship f o r  th e  re s t  o f  th e  year . U n der th e  c o n s ti tu tio n  
however, th ese  re so lu tio n s  m u st b e  ra tif ie d  o r  w ith d ra w n  b y  a 
Special G en eral M e e tin g  o f  th e  A s so c ia tio n  w h ich  w ill b e  h e ld  a t 
1.00pm on  T h u rsd a y  2 2 n d  J u n e  in  B 28 .

This is the most important decision of the year, but this 
meeting also passed other resolutions of wide interest to the 
student body.

Richard Shorter, a director of ‘Instinctive Impulses Ltd’ (of 
which AUSA is a part woner) was at the meeting to speak for the 
co m p a n y . Its minutes were at last ratified after having been put 
off four times since April. The main reason for his visit here 
from his base in Wellington was to obtain a guarantee or lean to 
the company to get the national newspaper ‘1D’ into production. 
The Exec was not very enamoured of the idea, nor happy about 
the vagueness of present plans but granted a guarantee on a 
three hundred dollar overdraft for the company. This is 
considerably less than other contributions given by
some students’ associations, and the hopes for ‘ID’ are not made 
much brighter since between five and ten thousand dollars will 
be needed to get ‘ID’ off the ground.

A donation of one hundred dollars and free use of Studass 
offices in the Union was given to the Auckland Mobilisation 
Committee following the acceptance of it’s aims by the Student 
Representative Council the week before, but subject to the 
condition that there be no glorification or support of any more 
bloodshed or victories. Also a donation of twenty dollars to 
South Africa Freedom Day.

Another debate on equal pay for Union Employees of both 
sexes was fruitless. No resolutions were passed because it was felt 
necessary to give long consideration before revising the budgeted 
ten thousand dollar catering subsidy. It appears however that 
prices will not be raised merely to implement equal pay (if it 
ever comes). AUSA is in the same position as any other 
employer here-equal pay will cause a significant rise in fees and 
the current attitude of the student body could still be resistant 
to it in practice.

The threat that the Speakers Fund might have been wiped 
out in favour of the creche was allayed by the Exec urantim? it
$250 while the creche took $1000 .

The Fund was immediately used to assist SCM’s Bob Scott in 
his trip to observe the University Christian Movement in South
Africa.

Those who had worked for Open Day were thanked and 
accounts for the celebration after were approved when Colleen 
Foley asked for fifty-five dollars to cover expenses incurred on 
Open Day in feeding the President and cleanina their house 
Typically tight with Association money, the Exec refused

A motion was also passed calling for rescinding of the 
three-year limit on Master’s Honours courses in this University

SRC meets tonight at 7.00pm in B10.

Room"" meCtS nCXt Thursday at 6-30pm in the Council

SUPERMAN AT A.U.

With the present aborted state o f many unions it 
becomes particularly obvious that the American 
mythical superhero is needed very shortly. The 
directorates o f our many authoritative institutions are 
becoming increasingly out o f touch, and some new and 
perhaps less erratic thinking anywhere in these 
establishments could go a long way.

j.B .L .  was described as fa llin g  dow n because it was try in g  to  
go a long way and a lit t le  too  fast. P robably true , bu t ou r 
prob lem  is tha t all our in s titu tio n s  are a ttem p tin g  the same 
th ing. The Labour Party is dashing its chances th is year by racing 
along a path o f frus tra ted  non-com m itta l to o  fast (see last w eek’s 
C raccum ). N ational Party to o  has shot its orgasmic be lt before 
en try  in to  ra tiona l bridge b u ild in g  a l i t t le  to o  fast as has ou r

Social C red it friends. Perhaps the on ly  exceptions to  th is  can of 
progressive shitw ittedness are the Federation o f Labour and our 
very ow n A .U .S .A . Executive. The la tte r m a in ly  because there is 
no progression about the ir sh itw ittedness o n ly  regression.

One wonders about the causes o f th is tre n d —perhaps 
everyone has jum ped on to  the sinking J.B.L. bandwagon or 
perhaps its just a case o f like  w ealth , m e d ioc rity  also filte rs  down 
to  the low er strata o f a u th o r ity , and u ltim a te ly  soc ie ty . A nd our 
na tion is now  co m p le tly  saturated w ith  m e d io c rity , and it  is 
especially evident in the low er and higher echalons o f our 
in s titu tio n s —namely the G overnm ent and the S tudents ’ 
A ssociation . Everyone knows about the m e d iocrity  in our 
G overnm ent, bu t no t so much about the sh itw ittedness in our 
ow n E xecutive . I t ’s ture  enough! I have yet to  sort ou t w hether 
or not the shitw ittedness is inheren t in the people involved or in 
the system itse lf. I t ’s p robab ly  bo th . We u n fo rtu n a te ly  have a 
system w ith  gross m e d iocrity  in  bo th  the personages it produces 
and especially those w ho it  puts in a u th o r ity .

Consider. O ur A dm in is tra tive  Vice President got elected on an 
alias—there is no George M yra lls e ither enro lled as a student o f 
ou r U n ivers ity  or as a m em ber o f the A .U .S .A . The Social 
C on tro lle r is such because the im m ediate  past Social C on tro lle r 
appoin ted h im  to  tha t po s it io n —he was never elected. No more 
need be said about the system —i t ’s obviously  m ediocre. A nd 
then when people like Bob Lack and T im  Shadbolt op t ou t o f  it, 
the w ord  mediocre becomes n o ta n  a ff lic t io n  but an in d ic tm en t.

Th is m e d io c rity  becomes nauseatious when sh itw its  such as 
G arlick and his henchmen are able to  m anipula te the em otions 
o f o ther inexperienced Exec, members such as M yalls and 
Winslade w ith  irra tiona l eries o f ’ ’ $40,000.00 , i t ’ ll cost us 
$4 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 !”  Even worse is the fact that such people w ill 
a ttem p t to  pawn o f f  a 1st year s tudent, in the ir 
anti-C raccum -Editors-C am paign.

To discuss the issues here and now w ou ld  be in fla m m a to ry , so 
I w o n ’ t .  B ut basically the w hole conglom erate abo rtion  bo ils 
down to  a game o f goodies and badies w ith  the goodies showing 
the silver star o f "cou rage”  and reactionary conservatism against 
the "co m m u n is t radicals”  o f w hom  they have a lu s tfu l hatred. In 
the end it  was B a rtle tt, G arlick and Newman and co. saying " I  
d o n ’ t like  y o u ”  and w ie ld ing  the approp ria te  weapon. Russell 
B a rtle tt to ld  me tha t the ed itors made a blue so what his 
Executive d id a s im ila r job  when they allow ed the M ystery 
Envelope C on tro lle r to  get a bundle ou t o f  them  last year.

I t ’s no t the ed itors o f  Craccum w ho need to  be dismissed, but 
those propagators o f m e d ioc rity  we at present have governing 
our A .U .S .A . system.

The issue involved cou ld have been settled in a reasonable 
manner had there been any ra tiona l m inds discussing i t —but 
there w eren ’t. So s h itw itte d  m ediocre em otiona lism  won the 
day.

Bob H illie r.
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TH E  G R E A T  C R A C C U M  FIAS C O  (C on tinu in g  s to ry  o f)
So ou r executive has decided (unan im ously) to  sack Craccum 's 

ed itors.
I p o in ted  o u t to  Russell B a rtle tt (p ub lic  re la tions o ff ic e r, and a 

p a rtic ip a n t in the decision) th a t th is  was a ra ther a rb itra ry  move, 
since under the circum stances, the ed ito rs  were n o t consulted in 
advance, and the firs t n o tif ic a tio n  o f the move appeared in the 
Herald the next m o rn ing  (last F riday).

We have already heard fro m  M r G arlock (treasurer) th a t the 
D o lla r, er . . . I mean the S tudent In terest, m ust be safeguarded. He 
to o k  great pains at F riday 's  co n s titu tio n a l m eeting (w hich tu rned 
in to  a Craccum debate) to  p o in t o u t tha t he was the true cham pion 
o f the $24 (in  some cases hard-earned!) tha t students pay in

fees—and th a t the ed ito rs were no t students and haven 't even Paid!
M r B a rtle tt added anothe r d im ension th a t no d o u b t weighed 

heavily on the m inds o f  ou r executive—th a t they had th e ir  Own 
Positions to  th in k  abou t in  th is  ac tion . B u t w hat has happened? 
They have excercised th e ir  A u th o r ity  w ith o u t con su lta tion  w ith  
Craccum S ta ff, o r students. They have w idened the  (natura l?) 
dissention tha t exists already between the executive and Craccum , 
and m ost im p o rta n tly  perhaps, have endangered the c o n tin u a tio n  o f 
a w e ll-p roduced and v ita l a lte rna tive  (to  the establishm ent) 
newspaper.

N ow , th is  issue o f libe l is a genuine and com p lica ted  m istake, as it  
appears to  me, and has been seized on fo r  p o litic a l m otives e x te rio r 
to  the issue.

However, I m ust be fa ir  to  the executive v ie w p o in t, fro m  w ha t I 
know  o f the proceedings, and state th a t M r B a rtle tt to ld  me th a t 
there were no po litica l overtones in  the decision taken. B u t he has 
also said th a t approahces have been made to  G ordon (one o f  the 
ed itors) to  run the paper by h im se lf, and to  remove H eather (the 
o th e r e d ito r) w ho w ro te  the a rtic le  in question . N ow , a few  
conclusions suggest themselves to  me:
o Le t's  keep in m ind  tha t w hen executive members start th in k in g  o f 
th e ir Own Positions, they generally are concerned w ith  th e ir  own 
am b itions outside the transien t fra m ew ork  o f un ive rs ity  p o litic s , 
o Let's remember th a t th is  is e lection year, and th a t Craccum  is

try in g  to  in fluence the  e lec tio n , w ith  the p ro d u c tio n  o f special 
supplem ents on issues such as N Z V ie tnam  p o lic y , and exploitative 
practices by land lords, 
o L e t’s rem em ber th a t m any conservative interests (n o t to  mention 
po litica l parties) lo o k  d is favourab ly  upon Craccum  and those in 
(executive) A u th o r ity  w ho  appear to  support it .  (A ll the more 
reason w h y  we m ust m a in ta in  C raccum 's present approach), 
o Le t's  especially keep in m ind  th a t the executive is A T  LEAST 
equal in respons ib ility  i f  agreed-on procedures are n o t followed by 
sections o f the s tudent establishm ent and the fac t th a t this is being 
glossed over by the executive is an a tte m p t to  place self-effacing 
blam e on a scapegoat.

I agree th a t an u n fo rtu n a te  m istake has occurred. I th in k  that no 
blam e can be placed exclusive ly on specific  ind iv idua ls where 
m a lfunc tion s  in  a d m in is tra tion  occur. I also believe tha t Craccum 
m ust be con ten tio us , and even extra-legal i f  necessary, where moral 
issues are involved.

The executive in th is  m a tte r should be more interested in 
generating dem ocra tic  discussion over the p rob lem s involved, 
instead o f m aking spectacular headlines in the Herald (who were 
afterw ards to ld  o f the proceedings). A rb itra ry , au tho rita rian  action 
w ill do no th ing  to  make a cohesive, in flu e n tia l body ou t of our 
itu d e n t un ion .

STOPPinG THE TOUR
NOTES ON THE ISSUE OF THE PROPOSED 
1973 SPRINGBOK TOUR OF NEW ZEALAND 
PREPARED BY A WORKING GROUP OF THE 
AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY BRANCH OF THE 
NEW ZEALAND STUDENT CHRISTIAN 
MOVEMENT.

We must look beyond the limited issue of sporting 
contact with South Africa to the real task of 
encouraging change in the whole system of apartheid.

A p a r t h e i d  is a n  ‘e q u a l  b u t  s e p a r a t e ’ d o c t r i n e ,  c a r r i e d  
o u t  b y  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  n a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  i n e q u a l i t y  r e s u l t s .  A n  
e x a m p l e  is t h e  T r a n s k e i ,  w h e r e  6 4  o f  a 1 0 8 - m a n  
le g i s l a tu r e  a re  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  w h i t e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  
w h e r e  v a r io u s  a r e a s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  w h i t e s  fa ll  o u t s i d e  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  T r a n s k e i  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e  w h i t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a ls o  c o n t r o l s  
d e f e n c e ,  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s ,  e x t e r n a l  a f fa i r s ,  e n t r y  a n d  
c o n t r o l  o f  a n y  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  i n t e r n a l  
s e c u r i t y ,  p o s t a l  a n d  r a d io  se rv ic e s ,  r a i lw a y s ,  h a r b o u r s ,  
r o a d s ,  civil  a v i a t i o n ,  b a n k i n g  a n d  c u r r e n c y .

Apartheid, as a legally codified separation of the races, is an 
ideology opposed to that of New Zealand. We follow a 
multi-racial and multi-cultural policy where equality is upheld in 
law. politics and the economy. Apartheid is the product of a 
seige mentality amongst frightened people, a system based on 
fear Christianity which upholds the principle of the 
brotherhood of man. is therefore opposed to apartheid. The 
Church itself is hampered by the apartheid State where white 
clergy arc denied the right to administer the sacraments to black 
Africans. All C hristians must abhor the separation of members of 
families under the Race Classification laws, with its consequent 
disruption of family life.1 The South African government is 
clearly anti Christian.2

In our contacts with South Africa, we must display our 
Christian love. We cannot countenance as representative a group 
from South Africa which has been selected on the basis of racist 
laws. A truly multi-racial sports team from South Africa would 
be an impossibility under its apartheid regime. While New 
Zealand's Maori teams are a matter of free choice any all-African 
teams from. South Africa would only be the product of a forced 
choice. To accept any team selected on the basis of racist 
principles as representative of South Africa is to betray the 
identity of our non-white brothers. Indeed, the black Africans 
who are fighting the apartheid system have urged us to cut 
sporting contacts with white South Africa: they see this as an 
effective agent of change.

Boycotts of white South African sport have not harmed but 
helped South Africa’s non-white majority. Among the proofs are 
the boycott of white South Africa in the Olympics, for only 
then were a few non-whites conceded a place in the South 
African team. As a result of New Zealand’s boycott of the 1967 
rugby tour to South Africa, the white regime conceded Maoris 
the (albeit token) status of ‘Honorary Whites’. Above all, 
through such a boycott, we express our concern and support for 
the non-white majority in South Africa in their struggle against 
an oppressive regime.

We feel that the inhumanity of the apartheid system calls for 
a moral decision by all Chirstians. We must take steps to 
encourage real social and political justice for the non-white 
majority in South Africa. This does not imply a judgment on 
white South Africans as individuals. It cannot be said that to 
shun the white South African systepi is, for our part, to adopt a 
Pharisaical attitude to the sin of apartheid. The Church must aim 
at a change within the South African system. It must express its 
concern for the non-white people of South Africa in a politically 
effective manner. We cannot speak of, or give effect to, real 
Christian love in this context before an attempt is made at 
establishing real social justice This is a political statement which 
the Church must take seriously.

It would indeed be pharisaically self righteous to pretent that, 
by inviting a white South African group to New Zealand, we 
could teach them by our shiny example; for we are well aware of 
New Zealand's short-comings in achieving racial equality.

As the Body of Christ we are bound to identify with the 
oppressed peoples of the world. This is the basis of our concern 
for the black African, whose suffering under the inhumanity of 
the apartheid system calls us into conflict with those who 
uphold and perpetuate that system.

It has been suggested that a rugby tour of New Zealand by 
the Springboks in 1973 would be a useful ‘bridge-building’ 
exercise This argument is fallacious. New Zealand has had 
sporting contacts with South Africa for over fifty years. If such 
‘budges' were an effective but moderate way of causing change 
in Sough Africa, the results do not bear this out. Since 1949, 
apartheid has been legally entrenched in South Africa-despite 
such ‘bridges’. Little has been achieved apart from a token 
‘honorary white’ status for Maoris.

In reality we have no sporting bridges with South Africa. Our 
bridges meet only the 18% white minority group in that country, 
and they are clearly sign-posted ‘Whites Only’. It has been seen 
that a boycott of such racist contact is one of the few peaceful 
and non-violent ways of inducing change in the apartheid 
system. Should Christians omit to take action in this way when, 
as now, the opportunity offers, they will certainly forfeit their 
right to have a say in the future. “Not to decide is to decide”. 
We cannot be seen to condone the apartheid system by default, 
nor do we wish to remain indifferent to a situation which offers

very real possibilities of violent revolution.
The possibility of violent protest in the event of the 1973 

Springbok Tour’s taking place is real. The removal of this 
possibility can be achieved by preventing the tour taking place. 
However any decision to oppose the tour must not hinge on the 
issue of internal violence in New Zealand; rather, such a decision 
can stem validly only from the true Christian concerns 
mentioned above.

(for S.C.M.)

1. "  'R e se ttle m e n t'—The New V io lence to  A frica n s ". 1969 
In te rna tiona l Defence and A id  Fund book le t.

2 vid. The G uardian F riday February 26 th , 1971.
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In  1 9 4 9  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
G o v e r n m e n t  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
p o l ic y  o f  A p a r t h e i d  o r  R a c ia l  
S e p a r a t io n .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  o n l y  
h a r d s h ip  t o  t h e  b l a c k  p e o p le s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e p r e s s io n  
o f  A f r i c a n  w a g e s  e a r n e r s .  B y  
f ix in g  w a g e s  a n d  t a x a t i o n  
A f r ic a n  w o r k e r s  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  
liv e  a  s u b s is t e n c e  s t a n d a r d  o f  
l iv in g .

White Non-white 
earnings earnings 

Rands Rands
Per annum:
Medical-  
Intern 
Officer 
Specialist 
Monthy earning: 
Mining 
Building 
Wholesale Trade 
Retail Trade 
Parking Institutions 
Building Societies 
Public Service

HOW DOES APARTHEID 
EXPLOIT WORKERS?

Just compare the wages earned by 
white and non-white workers in the 
following industries, 1971 figures:

4050 2520 
8100 5400 
9300 6000

297 18 
282 45 
245 48 
130 38 
205 53 
229 49 
211 36

Obviously the intention is to keep 
African unionism impotent. This is 
an excerpt from the European Mine 
Workers Union Oath of Allegiance: 
“We swear by All Mighty God, that 
we shall repulse with all our might 
and power the onslaught of the black 
man in the field of labour and that at 
all times we will maintain and 
develop true trade unionism.”

In line with this oppressive policy, 
the South African Government 
intends crippling younger Africans by 
denying them decent job training. In 
1967 and 1968 there was not one 
registered African apprentice in the 
whole of South Africa!
SOCIAL SERVICES 
The maintenance grants paid by the 
Government to mothers (in cases 
where the fathers are unable to 
support them) vary by race as 
follows: whites 43 rand; Africans 2 
to 6.25 rand.

WHAT APARTHEID 
REPRESSION IS 

DOING TO HEALTH

in 1967 , 58 ,751 cases of
Tuberculosis among Africans were 
reported.
In South Africa, a coloured child dies 
of malnutrition every thirty-five 
minutes, and two African children

die of malnutrition a year and nearly 
a million African children go to bed 
hungry. South Africa’s white 
population has the largest proportion 
of doctors to population in the 
Western World.
In Soweto, the African location aof 
Johannesburg with a population of 
over half a million, there are only 
seven resident doctors.
The life expectancy of a white is 64 
years of age compared to 40-46 for a 
non-white.

EDUCATION — 
the hope of the future?

South Africa spends 238 million rand 
p.a. on white education but only 
14.5 million rand p.a. on non-white 
education. Spending on white 
education is 100 times that on 
non-whites on a per head basis. 
Apartheid, separate but certainly 
N O T  equal development!

PRISONS
South Africa has the highest rate of 
executions in the world and the 
number is increasing.
The average number of executions 
was 25 between 1911 and 1947 66 
between 1948 and 1966. One 
hundred and eighteen people were 
executed in 1968.

BUT WHAT CAN I DO?
1. The New Zealand Government must be 
pressured to make a more explicit stand against 
Apartheid. You can make your political 
representatives aware of your views on 
Apartheid:
-March on the 23rd
-Write to the Press and your M.P.
-financially support anti-apartheid groups 
within New Zealand.
2. Spread information on Apartheid to friends 
and workmates. (Write to Box 5198 for free 
literature).
3. Initiate action through community groups 
and your churches.
4. Take worker action against companies which 
trade with South Africa.

n FEUI IHinCS vou should khoui hbout

W O R T H E D
"Reduced to its simplest form the prob­

lem is nothing ehte than this: M V irant to 
keep South Africa white . . . ‘keeping it 
white' eon only mean one thing, namely 
white domination, not leadership', not 
guidance\ hut V m i/ro f, ‘supremacy'. If we 
are agreed that it is the desire of the people 
that the white man should he aide to con­
tinue to protect himself by retaining white 
domination . . . we say that it can he 
achieved by separate development.**

I>r H I Vcrvkoenl. 
Prime Minister ot the l nion ol 
South A frica, in January I ‘Mil. 

in a speech before Parliament
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SEGREGATION IN SPORT is s t r ic t ly  e n fo rc e d  u n d e r S o u th  
A fr ic a 's  a p a rth e id  la w s . W h ite  and n o n -w h ite  persons m ay n o t 
c o m p e te  a g a in s t each o th e r  in s p o r ts  n o r even a tte n d  th e  sam e 
s p o r t in g  e v e n t as s p e c ta to rs . E x c e p tio n a lly , as in th is  p h o to  
ta k e n  re c e n tly  near Jo h a n n e sb u rg , n o n -w h ite s  are a llo w e d  to  
a tte n d  m a jo r e ve n ts  p ro v id e d  th a t  se pa ra te  e n tra n ce s , se a tin g  
and to i le t  fa c i l i t ie s  a re  m ade a va ila b le .

L ike  o th e r  m o d e rn  S ta te s , th e  
R e p u b lic  o f  S o u th  A f r ic a  is a 
c o u n try  g o v e rn e d  b y  la w s . A n d  
th e  la w s  b y  w h ic h  a c o u n try  
chooses to  liv e  a re  n o rm a lly  
m a tte rs  w ith  w h ic h  th e  U n ite d  
N a tio n s  n o t  o n ly  does n o t  co n c e rn  
i ts e lf ,  b u t  w h ic h , in  fa c t, i t  is  
e xp re ss ly  fo rb id d e n  fro m  in te r ­
fe r in g  w i th  b y  its  o w n  C h a rte r.
H o w e v e r, a fe a tu re  th a t  g ive s  to  
th e  la w s  o f  S o u th  A fr ic a  th e  
c h a ra c te r  a n d  d im e n s io n  w h ic h  
have caused  c o n c e rn  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  w o r ld  a n d  w h ic h  have  m ade  
th e m  th e  s u b je c t o f  fo rm a l d e n u n ­
c ia t io n  by  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  
can be s im p ly  s ta te d : w h ile  these  
la w s  a p p ly  to  a ll  th e  p e o p le  o f  
S o u th  A f r ic a — w h ite  a n d  n o n ­
w h ite  a lik e — th e y  are  la w s  o f  
th e  w h ite  m an  atone, e n a c te d  b y  
th e  w h ite  m an  atone, fo r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  w h ite  m an a lone . 
N e ith e r  in  th e  fo rm u la t io n  n o r  
in  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  these  " la w s "  
do  th e  A fr ic a n s , w h o  fo rm  70 
p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , n o r  
th e  A s ia ns  a n d  th e  C o lo u red , 
have  a ny  vo ice  o r  in f lu e n c e .
I t  is  th is  c h a ra c te r  w h ic h  m akes  
m a n y  o f  th e  " la w s "  o f  S o u th  
A fr ic a , in  e f fe c t  a n d  in  re a lity ,  
in s tru m e n ts  o f  in iq u i ty  a n d  
o p p re ss io n .
The fo l lo w in g  exam p le s  a re  d ra w n  
f ro m  a s tu d y  p re p a re d  b y  P ro ­
fe s s o r Les lie  R u b in  o f  H o w a rd  
U n iv e rs ity , W a sh in g to n , D .C ., a 
fo rm e r  S e n a to r  in  S o u th  A fr ic a ,  
re p re s e n tin g  A fr ic a n s , fo r  th e  
U n ite d  N a t io n s  S e c re ta r ia t 's U n it  
on  A p a rth e id , s h o w in g  h o w  le g is ­
la t io n  d e s c r ib e d  b y  th e  S o u th  
A fr ic a n  G o v e rn m e n t as b e in g  
d e s ig n e d  to  p ro m o te  "s e p a ra te  
d e v e lo p m e n t" . a m o u n ts  to  a 
le g a liz e d  c o n te m p t fo r  a l l  h um an  
b e in g s  o f  th e  n o n -w h ite  races.

RACE AND COLOUR

A person who is “ obviously in appearance white" 
and is “ generally accepted as a white person" may not be 
classified as a white person if one of his natural parents 
has been classified as a f lo u re d  person.

A N  African is “ a person who in fact is or is 
generally accepted as a member of any aboriginal race or 
tribe of Africa".

person who is not aA  coloured person is 
white person or an African".

A  person who is not in fact an African, but “ in 
appearance obviously is an African" w ill be classified as 
such in the population register, unless he discharges the 
onus of proving that he is not in fact and is not generally 
accepted as African.

A  man who “ in appearance obviously is a white 
person” must be classified as a coloured person, if one of 
his natural parents has been classified as a white person 
and the other as a coloured person.

I N  deciding whether or not a person is “ in 
appearance obviously a white person" the official concerned 
must take into account such person’s “ habits, education, 
speech, deoortment and demeanour in general” .

I F  a person “ in appearance obviously not a 
white person" is “ generally accepted as a white person" 
in the area where he is employed, but is not so accepted 
in the area where he lives, he may not be classified as 
a white person.

E V E N  twenty-five years after a person has 
been classified in the population register as a white person 
and issued with the corresponding identity card, the Secre­
tary of the Interior has the right to seek such person’s 
reclassification.

M O V E M E N T

A  proclamation in the Government Gazette 
may, at any time, prohibit any African from being in any 
town during such hours of the night as are specified, 
unless he is in possession of a written permit signed by
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without receiving payment, repairs a defective electrical 
fitting in the living quarters of a friend who resides on his 
employer’s premises in a town is guilty of a criminal 
offence.

A N  African is prohibited from doing skilled 
work in the building industry in any town in white South 
Africa.

A  permit will not be granted to a white orchestra 
to accompany an African choir presenting performances 
even though the audiences are segregated.

A  permit will not be granted to Africans to watch 
a Carnival organized by the students of a white university; 
it w ill be granted to coloured pe. oons and Asians only on 
condition that no refreshments are served.

A  white person who pays his domestic servant 
for repairing a damaged roof in his home commits a cri­
minal offence.

A  municipal labour officer may, at any time, ter­
minate the employment of any African in his area, if he 
decides that such employment “ is not bona fide", even 
though the employment has continued for twenty-five years 
to the complete satisfaction of such African’s white em­
ployer.

A  white workman, who is permanently totally 
disabled is entitled to a monthly pension based on his 
earnings; an African similarly disabled is entitled to a lump 
sum based on his earnings, but not to a monthly pension.

W h e n  an employer has established living quar­
ters for his African workers, no worker living there may 
receive a visitor at any time, unless he has been granted 
permission to do so by his employer or some other autho­
rized person.

EDUCATION

T H E  Minister of Bantu Education may, at any 
time, and without being required to give any reason for 
doihg so, withdraw any subsidy previously granted by him 
to a school maintained by an African tribe or community.

A N  African living in a town who, without being 
paid fo r his services, conducts a class in reading and writ- 
ting in his own home for a few of his African friends is 
guilty of a criminal offence.

A  white man who spends a few hours each week 
in his own home teaching his African servants to read is 
guilty of a criminal offence.

A N  African religious minister who conducts regu­
lar classes for his congregation, in which he teaches them 
to read the Bible, is guilty of a criminal offence.

A  private correspondence college which enrols 
an African as a student in any course without the permis­
sion of the Minister of Bantu Education is guilty of a crimi­
nal offence.

A N Y  person who provides special education for 
handicapped African children without the approval of the 
Minister of Bantu Education is guilty of a criminal offence.

A N  African student who attends even a single 
lecture in a course at the University of Cape Town without 
the permission of the Minister of Bantu Education is guilty 
of a criminal offence.

MARRIAGE

IF  a marriage officer performs a marriage cere­
mony between a white man and a coloured woman, the 
latter having falsely represented that she is white, the 
marriage is void and of no effect.

IF  a white South African lawfully marries a 
coloured woman abroad, the marriage is void and of no 
effect in South Africa.

ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION

A  N African who has lived continuously for fifty 
years in the town in which he was born is not entitled 
as of right to have an African friend visit and remain with 
him fo r more than seventy-two hours.

I T  is unlawful fo r a white person and a non­
white person to drink a cup of tea together in a cafê 
anywhere in South Africa unless they have obtained a 
special permit to do so.

U NLESS he has obtained a special permit, an « 
African professor delivering a lecture at a white club, which 
has invited him to do so, commits a criminal offence.

A  coloured person attending a public cinema in 
a town (even though he occupies specially separated 
seating) is guilty of a criminal offence, unless a special per­
mit has been issued.

A N  African attending a Church fete in a town 
is guilty of a criminal offence, unless a special permit has 
been issued.

IF  there are no cinemas in a coloured town­
ship a permit w ill be issued allowing coloured persons to 
attend a cinema in a town, provided that separate entrance, 
seating "and other facilites" are available for coloured 
persons.

IF  an Asian (or a coloured person or an African) 
sits on a bench in a public park (which has been set apart 
for the exclusive use of white persons), by way of protest 
against the apartheid laws, he commits a criminal offence 
punishable by a fine of not more than $840 or imprison­
ment for not longer than three years or a whipping of not 
more than ten strokes, or both such fine and imprisonment, 
or both such fine and whipping, or both such imprisonment 
and whipping.

A N Y O N E  who has rendered aid to the family of 
a person convicted of committing an offence by way of 
protest against apartheid laws is also guilty of an offence.

IF  there is only one waiting-room in a railway 
station, it is lawful fo r the station-master to reserve that 
waiting-room for the exclusive use of white persons, and 
any non-white person w ilfully entering it commits a cri­
minal offence.

A n  unmarried man who is “ obviously in appea­
rance" or “ by general acceptance and repute" a white 
person and who attempts to have sexual intercourse with 
a woman who is not “obviously in appearance” or “ by 
general acceptance and repute" a white person is guilty 
of a criminal offence punishable by imprisonment with 
compulsory hard labour for not longer than seven years, 
unless he can prove to the satisfaction of the court that 
he had reasonable cause to believe, at the time that the 
alleged offence was committed, that she .was “obviously 
in appearance or by general acceptance and repute" a 
white person.

A  coloured person is guilty of attending a 
"gathering" if he has two friends to dinner.

I T  is unlawful for any political party to exist 
unless all its members are persons who belong to the 
same ethnic group i.e. unless all its members are Africans 
or wi ites or coloured persons.

IF  a white person addresses a gathering most of 
the members of which are coloured, and calls on his 
audience to support any political party, he is guilty of a 
criminal offonce.

T A XA TIO N

EVER Y African, male and female, who has 
reached the age of eighteen years is liable to pay an 
annual tax (known as the general tax) of a least $ 4.90, in 
addition to the ordinary income tax payable by all South 
Africans, unless he satisfies the authorized official that he 
has reached the age of sixty-five years.

EVER Y African who is the occupier of a dwel­
ling in am African township is liable to pay an annual tax 
(known as the local tax) of $ 1.40.

IN  certain defined areas, any white policeman 
may, at any time, stop an African walking in a city street, 
if he believes him to be liable to pay these taxes, and 
demand from him the receipt for his general tax or local 
tax for inspection.

I f the African fails to comply with such demand, 
the policeman may arrest him and have him brought before 
a Bantu Affairs Commissioner, who may then order his 
detention until arrangements have been made for payment 
of such tax as may be due.

O W N ER SH IP  OF LAND

N 0  African is entitled as of right to acquire free­
hold title  to land anywhere in South Africa; nor is it the 
intention of the present Government ever to grant such 
nght to the African, even in his own Bantu areas.

O PIN IO N  AND EXPRESSION

T H E  South African Publications Control Board 
consists of nine persons (all of them white) appointed and 
paid by the Government. One of the functions of the 
Board is to prevent the showing of any film which depicts 
white and non-white children sharing the same class­
room or white and non-white adults dancing with one 
another o r white and non-white men and women embracing 
and kissing one another.



I t  is a criminal offence fo r a newspaper to 
publish an article which is held by the court to have harmed 
relations between whites and Africans because it used 
strong language to assert that apartheid is unjust to the 
African people.

X H E  South African Publications Control Board 
may, by notice in the Government Gazette prohibit the 
importation into South Africa of all books (other than those 
for which it chooses to issue a special permit) published 
by a specified publisher, if it is of the opinion that such 
books are likely to create the impression that apartheid 
is unjust to the non-white people of South Africa.

IF  an African has received a letter from another 
African asking him to join in a peaceful demonstration 
against unjust apartheid laws, his premises may be 
searched at any time on a warrant issued by a magistrate 
for evidence that an offence has been committed.

I f such letter was typed, the typewriter may be 
seized and delivered to a magistrate who may order that it 
be destroyed.

A N Y  African born outside South Africa (even 
though he has lived in South Africa for 50 years and has 
not committed an offence) may. be declared to be an unde­
sirable inhabitant.

A n  African who writes "Down with Apartheid" 
on the wall of the house of any person, is guilty of a cri­
minal offence.

IF  one issue of a weekly magazine published 
in South Africa has been held to be undesirable, and the 
Publications Control Board is of the opinion that every 
subsequent issue is likely to be undesirable, all future 
issues of the magazine may be prohibited as undesirable, 
by notice in the Government Gazette.

THE RULE OF LAW

A N  African who has been required by an order 
of Court to leave a certain area must do so, and no 
Court of law may grant an injunction preventing such 
removal, nor may appeal or review proceedings stay or 
suspend such removal, even when it has been established 
beyond all doubt that the order of Court was intended for 
some other person and was served upon him in error.

A N Y  person who breaks the window of a 
building (including a private residence) in the course of a 
demonstration calling for the grant of increased rights to 
the African people, is guilty of the offence of sabotage 
unless he proves that his act was not calculated e 
intended to encourage feelings of hostility between whit 
persons and Africans. The offence is punishable by sen 
tence of death.

A N Y  person who advocates military intervention 
by the United Nations in Namibia (South West Africa) is 
guilty of a criminal offence punishable by imprisonment 
ft>r not less than 5 years or by death.

No person other than the Minister of Justice or 
an official may have access to such detained person, nor 
is any person (not even members of his immediate family) 
entitled to any information as to what has happened to 
him or where he is.

No court of law may order the release of such 
detainee or pronounce upon the validity of any action which 
has been taken against him.

A  N African living in a Bantu area may not, 
without special permission to do so, carry a knife whose 
blade is more than 3.1 inches long, while outside the 
allotment on which he resides. If he does he is guilty of 
a criminal offence punishable by a fine of not more than 
$280 or imprisonment for not longer than 12 months, 
or a whipping, or both imprisonment and a whipping. ■

The case-laws cited  derive, fo r the m ost part, from  the 
Bantu (Urban Areas Consolidation) A c t No. 25 o f  1945 ; the 
Bantu (A bolition o f  Passes and C o-ordination o f  Docum ents) 
A c t No. 67 o f  1952; the Bantu Labour (S e ttlem en t o f  
Disputes) A c t No. 48 o f  1953 ;  the Bantu Build ing Workers 
Act. No 27 o f  1951 ; the W orkmen's Compensation A c t No 
30 o f  1941; the Bantu Education A ct No. 47 o f  1953; the 
Extension o f  University Education A ct No. 45 o f  1959 and  
P roclam ation No. 333 o f  1 Novem ber 1957 issued under the  
Group Areas A ct No. 77 o f  1957.

R e p r i n t e d .  f r o m  t h e  U N E S C O  C o u r i e r .

South Africa
FREEDOM DAY
June 2 6

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVT. 
AND VARIOUS GROUPS WITHIN 
NEW  Z E A L A N D  A R E  
ATTEMPTING TO JUSTIFY THE 
SYSTEM OF APARTHEID
THEY SAY:

Bantustans (reserves) are nominally 
independent states within South Africa on 
which 65% of the population lives on 30% of 
the poorest and most barren land.

“We’ve given the Bantu their own independent 
national areas which are self-governed and on 
which they can develop separately.”

but
The Bantusians are separated from each other, 
have no frontiers, ports, or resources. They are 
controlled  p o lit ica lly , militarily and 
economically by South Africa. That is they 
have no power, no economy and no hope.

“The non-whites are being educated to take 
their place in modern society.” but

The Bantu Education Act restricts the type ol 
“education” given to non-whites so that they 
remain an unskilled, illitereate reservoir of 
cheap labour to economically support the white 
minority’s privilege. Any white man who 
reaches his African servants to read is guilty of 
a criminal offence.

“Apartheid is a system in which both races 
progress separately but equally.”

but

Government spending on White education is 
100 times that spent on African education per 
head. African workers are prohibited from 
doing skilled work in the building industry in 
any town in white South Africa. It is unlawful 
for an African worker to strike for any reason 
whatsoever.
Comparative infant mortality rates -  
-black children: 400 per 1,000 
-white children: 27 per 1,000

“Would not a boycott hurt the blacks more 
than the whites?”
-Question to John Gaetsewe representative of 
South African Congress of Trade Unions.

but
“Yes that is true, but as an oppressed people, 
the Africans are prepared to suffer for their 
freedom.”
-John Baetsewe

“South Africa is the only democracy in 
Africa.”
-Mr Vorster (P.M. of South Africa)

but

“South Africa is a police state” .
-John Gaetsewe
“WE’LL STOP YOU” SAYS VORSTER, AND 
BATONS HIT AGAIN”.
“. . .  on the pavement immediately in front of 
the Cathedral door, they started lashing out 
with truncheons beating men and women 
indiscriminately” -  Auckland Star, June 6th, 
1972.

“We must maintain a dialogue with South 
Africa: build bridges not walls.” but

“Dialogue has been tried for 25 years without 
success. The verlighters, the enlightened 
Afrikaners, the coloureds, the blacks with 
which we talked all were in agreement that the 
situation today is worse than it was 10 years 
ago, for the non-white population. Isolation can 
bring both moral and economic pressure to bear 
on South Africa.”
-U.N. Special Committee on Apartheid.

PROGRAM FOR SOUTH AFRICAN 
FREEDOM DAY 

DEMONSTRATION
7 p.m. Friday 23rd

ACTION FORUM: 8 p.m. B28 Friday 23rd 
(Uni)
Chairman: T.O. Newnham, Secretary of CARE. 
SPEAKERS:
WAYNE PESETA— Panther Minister of 
Information
“Local Racism and the Polynesian Panther 
Movement”

PATRICK TE HEMARA- President Nga 
Tamatoa Council
“How Nga Tamatoa and Maori Organisations 
are fighting Racism in New Zealand.”
DR P.W. HOHEPA- Chairman Auckland 
District Maori Council
“Racism and New Zealand’s Political Alliances” 
DR G. ANDRONI- Senior Lecturer in Italian 
“Racism in Australia -  Why the Aborigines are 
an invisible People’.”
LOGAN MOODLEY-  Ex-South African 
“Racism in South Africa and its International 
Support”
9 p.m.

FILMS “Witnesses”
“End of Dialogue”
“Let my People Go”

Also from 8p.m. Nga Tamatoa Social in 
Cafeteria -  Food and Drink.
MONDAY, JUNE 26th HART RALLY from 
University at 1p.m. to South African Airways. 
Donations to African Freedom C’ttee Box 
5198.

:HE ANT I -  
GROUPS:  
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SUPPORT  
A PATH EID  
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1. Organise
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Festival Films
Instruction
1. Organise the film section of Universities Arts Festival.
2. The search -  for anti-imperialist films, preferably 3rd 

World, in particular, L? Hora de Los Homos.
“I have your letter of March 22. I’m afraid I can’t help

[you with any of my films since I am unable, by contract, to 
licence any in the Australasian territory” (New Yorker Films 
New York).

“Thank you for your letter. Unfortunately it is not feasible 
to rent films internationally” (Other Cinema London).

“We only have N.Z. rights on a few 35ml Japanese films, 
sorry,” (Australia, Quality Films.)
and there were many more -  all from distributors who avow 
“leftist” tendencies.
3. The break through came with a letter from a U.S. group who

are prepared to send some 3rd World Films, including La
Hora de Los Homos.

4. Rexponses to this?
“I’m delighted to see that you’re able to mount this festival 

- am 1 mistaken in thinking that N.Z. was too isolated to take 
this sort of thing (A. Martin British Film Institute), 
and again there were many more.

Scandalous that N..Z. should show signs of lifting herself out 
of the morass of cultural imperialism.
5. Why La Hora de los Homos?

An impression from a North American viewer.
“La Hora de los Hornos by Argentinian Fernando Solanos is 

film as a weapon. Like rapid fire it lifts the cataracts from your 
eyes.

It struck me as an incisive painful but necessary operation. 
Years of consumptive movie viewing are cut through and there is 
no way to separate the artistic power from the history and 
politics of Argentina. It is seeing Latin America, violence 
through neo colonialism. The U.S. runs it. Violence is overt -  41 
armed interventions, subtle -  children dying of starvation while 
the U.S. extracts $4 for every $1 invested in Latin America. 
Cynics should watch this flick, it overwhelms any attempt at 
armchair criticism. It is new, it comes from the struggle of the 
3rd World.

Argentina has the primary contradiction of a foreign funded 
obligarchy of 5% of the population controlling 42% of the 
wealth. The facts are there in film, but incorporated so visually 
that percentages become people, and dollars are blood. I am 
looking again and again in my mind at La Hora de los Hornos, at 
Sears and Pepsi, revolution or death.

Argentina like all of Latin America except Chile, is teetering 
on broken pillars. There is a small minority of decadent whites 
aspiring to be a European aristocracy and others, the military, 
industrialists who fawn and grovel for the U.S. The middle class 
culture is a shuck. Culture indigenous to Argentina is given little 
credence. All that is modern, jet-set or hip comes from the 

[ monster. Every body tknows that.
Starved in every sense of the word Latin America becomes 

violent. Repression of thought & act through Americanisation 
normalises the insanity of pig commercialism at the 
underdeveloped level. Solanas has made a brilliant film. It is the 
embrace of a brother. It is not difficult to see, when Solanas 
shoots the Buenos Airea graveyard of death, despots, landowners 
& aristocracy with its mausoleums marble shepherd boys & 
angels that the sons of dracula are taking it with them as their 
last decadent act.

As Solanas reflects in the first part of the flick, the 
| Vietnamese know from Napalm who the enemy is, in Latin 
America much is concealed because language colour & religion 
are the same. The glitter of modern culture as it floods the city 
creates mental dependance oh the U.S. for the people of 

| Argentina. This film casts away illusions which hurts those whou 
would smog the world’s brains or blow them out”.

1 impression. 1 film. There’ll be 10 other 3rd world films 
shown at the Arts Festival this year. And New Zealanders 

| Euro/U.S. cataracts?

STUDENT HOUSING
Several students are setting up a group to look into 

possible Association investment in housing (see page 3, 
last weeks’ Craccum^ Could anyone interested please 
contact Richard (Business Manager), Russell (Public 
Relations Officer) or Clare (at Contact). Lawyers,

accountants, and urban valuation students would be 
especially useful.

BIG BAND
I f  you  w an t to  p lay bass, o r tru m p e t, o r tro m bo ne  in a big jazz 
band (no m oneta ry gain) please con tac t A ndrew  Sharp, P o litica l 
S tudios.

MUSIC SOCIETY 
DISCUSSION
by Wayne Senior 

Bernie Allen

Two of NZ’s leading commercial and TV 
composers and arrangers

“OPPORTUNITIES IN NZ 
COMMERCIAL AND POP MUSIC”

MUSIC DEPT 
7.30pm Tuesday 27th June
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W A N T A  MOTORCYCLE
look no further

Laurie Summer Ltd for the best line of 
Kawasaki and Honda bikes from  Mini's 
to  Super bikes

* A ll modejr. always ;n stock
* Lowest terms available
* Good selection of used bikes priced 

from $200 up.
* 3 month guarantee on m ajority of 

used machines.

* A ll models always in stock

LAURIE SUM M ERS LTD



ON THE D IFFERENCES  
W ITH IN  THE AN TIW A R  M O VEM EN T: 

A REPLY TO CRITIC ISM S.
We know some people are going to groan when they 

read this article and the debate around which it centres.
They w ill rem ind  us there is a war going on, th a t the bom bs are 

s till fa lling  on Indo-C hina, and so on. B u t you  do no t have to  
rem ind us of. tha t fact. We are p a rtic ipa tin g  in th is  debate no t 
because we take the s itua tion  in Indo-C hina lig h t ly , bu t because 
we trea t the need to  end the w ar w ith  the u tm os t seriousness and 
urgency. We are speaking ou t in th is  debate because the issues 
raised in i t  centre d ire c tly  and in d ire c tly  on the best m ethods we 
can use to  end the war.

For over a year now , we and many o th e r people in the an tiw ar 
movem ent have been subjected to  attacks fro m  a num ber o f 
‘en ligh tened ’ quarters. Those attacks have ranged fro m  vicious 
abuse, r igh t down to  p e tty  sniping. O ccasionally these attacks have 
been personal, bu t usually they are aimed at the ideas we 
represent. Th rou ghou t th is  t im e —w hile  bu ild ing  the A p ril and July 
M obilisa tions last year, w h ile  b u ild ing  the N ationa l A n tiw a r 
Conference th is year, and now w h ile  bu ild in g  the July 14 
M o b ilisa tio n j-w e  have remairted re la tive ly  s ilen t. However, w ith  a 
recent sp lit in the W ellington an tiw a r m ovem ent, and tw o  artic les 
which appeared in Craccum on June 8, we have fo u n d  the whole 
M ob ilisa tion  perspective under heavier fire  than be fore . I t  is th is  
w hich has p rom pted  th is artic le .

We see ou r task now as one o f c la rify in g  the real issues in th is  
debate. In all its essentials we believe the question bo ils dow n to  a 
struggle between tw o  m ajor perspectives fo r the an tiw a r 
m ovem ent: the mass M ob ilisa tion  o r ie n ta tio n  versus o th e r’ , more 
‘ m ilita n t ’, o r more ‘ d iverse’ activ ities. The issues are confused and 
made even more d if f ic u lt  to  unraval by the fac t tha t many people 
w ho expound the la tte r v ie w p o in t do no t acu ta lly  say: ‘We oppose 
mass action . We oppose M ob ilisa tions .’ B ut in essence th is  is the 
crux o f the m atte r. Those w ho take the la tte r stance e ither 
oppose, or s im p ly  do no t understand, the mass action perspective. 
A lm ost all the differences in the m ovem ent, fro m  the small 
apparently ins ig in fican t ones, up to  the m ajor arguments over 
demands, tend to  have the ir base in these fundam enta l differences.

We plan to  deal spec ifica lly  w ith  tw o  artic les whiich appeared in 
the June 8 issue o f Craccum : One by Colleen Fo ley, In te rna tiona l 
A ffa irs  O ffice r, e n titled  ‘Change O ur P o licy ’ ; and the o the r by  a 
m yste rious ‘A uck land  C orrespondent’ , en titled  ‘ A n tiw a r 
Conference Blues’ (This was by John W o od ro ffe—Ed.) However, 
since these tw o  artic les tend to  include a num ber o f the m ajor 
arguments em ployed against M ob ilisa tions and the bu ild ing  o f a 
mass m ovem ent, we w ill also use the o p p o rtu n ity  to  make ;  
general rep ly  to  all ou r c ritics .

As one o f the most current examples o f  fa tuous c ritic ism  (fro m  
one who to  our knowledge has no t been involved in the arduous 
task o f w o rk in g  in the mass m ovem ent), we sould like  to  refer 
readers to  the above m entioned a rtic le  by Colleen Fo ley. There is 
a d is tin c t line o f reasoning w hich flow s  through the arguments o f  
all these w ould-be strategists fo r the an tiw a r m ovem ent. F o le y ’s 
artic le  is no exception . For ecample, she characterises a 
M ob ilisa tion  as ‘w a lk ing  up Queen St. once a m o n th , shouting  O ut 
N ow ! What abom inable rubb ish! Since there have been o n ly  tw o  
mass M ob ilisa tions (those o f  A p r il and July last year), where does 
she get the idea o f  'once a m o n th ’ f r o m ? S im ila rly , i t  is about tim e 
Foley and all the o ther side-line c ritics  realised tha t such massive 
actions do no t, like many o f the ideas in the ir heads, spring ou t 
th in  air. Such actions demand in te llig e n t, applied w o rk  fro m  
large num ber o f people; and these people are no t the posturing 
critics  w ho shout abuse and advice fro m  the side-lines. How long 
w ill it take some people to  realise th a t it is only, w ith  mass support 
tha t we can e ffec tive ly  oppose the war? It is o n ly  by a lly ing  
ourselves w ith  the broad m a jo rity  o f the w ar’s opponents, and 
eventua lly fo rc ing  the governm ent through mass pressure to  
accede to  ou r demands, tha t the Indochinese people w ill ever be 
allowed the righ t to  fu ll se lf-de te rm ina tion .

We w ill quote Foley again: “ It is tim e we too k  a much stronger 
stand in re la tion  to  the Indochina War . ., . thus I suggest this 
Association do sponsor the July 14 M o b ilisa tion , however tha t we 
have a central demand o f V ic to ry  to  the N ationa l L ibe ra tion  
F ro n t” . This is like  saying support the M o b ilisa tion , bu t d o n ’t 
support it .  The M ob ilisa tion  Foley is ta lk ing  about is ce rta in ly  no t 
the one we are he lp ing to  bu ild . In fac t her M ob ilisa tion  is no t 
really a M ob ilisa tion  at a ll. F rom  our experience it  is a tin y  
dem onstra tion o f already com m itted  radicals. When Foley 
criticises the ‘O u t N o w ’ perspective as ‘ ‘ p re tty  decorative policies 
that ease ou r consciences”  she in fact goes to  the heart o f her own 
prob lem . When i t  comes down to  practice, the “ decorative po licies 
that ease our consciences”  arc precisely the types o f  action which 
she is advocating.

L e t’s now have a closer look  at Fo ley ’s centra l demand fo r the 
m ovem ent: "V ic to ry  to  the N .L .F .”  In essence it  is no t rea lly a 
demand at a ll. It is a statem ent o f so lida rity  w ith  the Indochinese 
revolutionaries, an expression o f the aspirations o f  w hat at the 
present tim e is a t in y  m in o r ity  o f  NZ socie ty . B u t surely we can 
do more than s im ply express so lid a rity  w ith  the N LF? In face o f 
the con tin u in g  a ttem pts o f the US and its A llies to  physica lly  
crush the resistance o f the Indochinese people, the task o f  the 
in te rna tiona l an tiw a r m ovem ent becomes one o f defending the 
right o f th is people to  self de te rm in a tion , o f m o un ting  a massive 
campaign against the im pe ria lis t powers, o f raising demands w hich 
not on ly  focus fu lly  on the question o f  se lf-de te rm ina tion  bu t also 
o ffe r us the o p p o rtu n ity  o f  m ob ilis ing  the m axim um  num ber o f 
people.

It should be m entioned tha t som etimes there are ex trem e ly  
dangerous assumptions behind the th in k in g  o f  those w ho propose 
‘V ic to ry  to  the N lf ’ as a central dem and’ fo r the m ovem ent. O ften  
we find  the suggestion tha t the Indochinese, despite the incred ib le  
m ilita ry  m igh t which is p itte d  against the m , can w in  a clean 
v ic to ry  over the US and its A llies s im p ly because the ir struggle is a 
just one. Therefore o u r job  am ounts to  l it t le  more than showing 
whose side we are on , o f  expressing so lid a rity  w ith  them . Th is is

u tte r ly  u to p ian . The in te rn a tio n a l re la tionsh ip  o f  forces w ill be 
crucia l to  the ou tcom e o f  th is  struggle; and we in N Z, as a section 
o f  the in te rna tiona l an tiw a r m ovem ent, m ust play ou r pa rt in 
he lp ing to  tu rn  th is  re la tionsh ip  o f  forces to  the side o f  the 
Indochinese people.

It is signiv icant th a t the Indochinese themselves have no 
illus ions as to  the power w hich is ranged against them . They have 
fre q u e n tly  recognised the im p o rta n t h is to rica l ro lw  w hich the 
an tiw ar movem ent has p layed, and can con tinue  to  p lay, in 
defending them  from  the barbarous atterpp ts o f  the U.S. and its 
A llies to  crush them . T o  neglect th is w ou ld  be a serious po litica l 
b lunder fo r  w h ich  h is to ry  w ou ld  ju s tif ia b ly  condem n us.

There is no do ub t tha t " V ic to ry  to  the N .L .F .”  (o r derivatives 
o f i t ,  such as “ V ic to ry  to  the Indochinese peop le ” ) w ou ld  narrow  
the m ovem ent down to  a p it i fu l hand fu l o f  radicals. O ur 
perspective fo r  defending the Indochinese people is to  broaden the 
m ovem ent, to  include and involve as m any layers o f NZ society as 
possible. Th is  means bu ild in g  a mass m ovem ent. Th is means 
ad opting  central demands around w h ich  the m axim um  num ber o f 
people can be involved.

Yes, we s till adhere to  ‘O ut N o w ’ as the most im p o rta n t central 
demand fo r the an tiw a r m ovem ent. We h u m b ly  apologise i f  th is  
bores a few people because it  was ‘ last year’s dem and’. B u t we do 
no t raise new demands, and drop  o ld  ones, accord ing to  w hether 
they were used last year-according to  w hether o r no t they satisfy 
our revo lu tion a ry  egos. We raise demands according to  an

evaluation o f the concrete s itu a tio n  and ou r tasks re la ting  to  it.  In 
th is  case, the central reason fo r the co n tin u a tio n  o f  the war, fo r  
the con tinued thw a rting  o f the r igh t o f the indochinese people to  
se lf-de te rm ina tion , is the physical precense in the region o f US, 
N Z, and A llie d  armed forces. In re la tion  to  this fac t, ou r task then, 
becomes one o f dem anding the complete^, im m ediate , and 
uncond itiona l removal o f  all those armed forces. I t  is as s im ple as 
tha t. We can march down tow n  chanting ‘V ic to ry  to  the N L F ’ 
u n til the year 2 ,000 b u t we w ill get abso lu te ly nowhere (and by 
tha t tim e Indochina cou ld  w ell be an un inhab ited  wasteland) u n til 
we consciously w ork  tow ards bu ild in g  a mass m ovem ent against 
the war and take a serious a tt itu d e  to  how th is  m ovem ent can be 
b u ilt.

I t  is amazing tha t despite all the po litica l realities o f  the w art 
there are s till some people w ho go ou t o f  th e ir way to  exclude 
mass support, w ho persist in organising the ir ‘ pu re ’ , 
‘re v o lu tio n a ry ’—and m in iscu le—dem onstra tions. O f course th is  
o rie n ta tio n  is dressed up in term s like  ‘Th is requires real 
de d ica tion ’ , 'Th is means tak ing  ā real s tand ’. B u t actua lly  i t  is the 
easy way ou t. In adopting  th is  position  they are never con fron ted  
w ith  the com plex questions o f  how  to  bu ild  a mass m ovem ent, by 
the problem s o f w o rk in g  o u t demands w h ich  w ill bridge the gap 
between themselves and the vast mass o f the people. They seem 
con ten t to w allow  in a vo lun ta ry  iso la tion  where th e ir pretences at 
raising the level o f  the m ovem ent’ am oun t to  l it t le  more than 

waving a few  more flags and escalating the rhe to ric .
In  her a rtic le , Fo ley also calls fo r  support fo r  the Seven P o in t 

Peace proposals o f the Provisional R evo lu tiona ry  G overnm ent o f 
South V ie tnam .

Few in the an tiw ar m ovem ent w ou ld  disagree w ith  th is , in as 
much as these Proposals were o ffe red  at the d ip lo m a tic  level, as a 
suggested programme by w hich the war cou ld be ended. Foley 
does no t c learly state w hether she believes these Proposals should 
be a centra l demand o f the m ovem ent; bu t in ou r o p in ion  such a 
move w ou ld  be an extrem e ly dangerous one. These Proposals were 
o ffered to  the US and its A llies at the negotia ting tab le, as part o f 
the P R G ’s bargaining p o s itio n , w h ile  under the incred ib le  pressure 
o f the greatest m ilita ry  power in the w o rld . They con ta in  clauses 
re la ting to  a date being set fo r  the w ithd raw a l o f US and A llie d  
armed forces, the poss ib ility  o f a coa la tion governm ent in 
V ie tnam , and the way in w h ich  V ie tnam  could be re u n if ie d . But 
should the an tiw ar m ovem ent tie itse lf to  these proposals? Where 
w ou ld .w e  be i f  the PRG decided to  change them , as it  cou ld  easily

do? Besides, we are no t under the gun as the Indochinese are,and 
therefo re we do n o t have to  adopt bargaining positions which 
im p lic ity  ad m it the r igh t o f the US and its A llies  to be in 
Indochina we do no t have to  accept con d itions , as these proposals 
do, under w h ich  the US and its allies should w ith d ra w . I f  we really 
believe in  the r ig h t to  se lf-de te rm ina tion , we must state 
categ rica lly  tha t the US and A llie d  armed forces have no right 
whatsoever to  be in Indoch ina , and tha t as fa r as we are concerned 
the on ly  so lu tion  to  the ir in te rven tio n  in the war is their 
im m ediate  and uncond itio na l removal.

The M ob ilisa tion  reso lu tion  o f  the N ational Antiwar 
Conference stated qu ite  clearly tha t there was no ob jection at all 
to  pub lic is ing  the Seven P o in t Peace Proposals, to  explaining to 
peoplw  w hat the PR G ’s negotia ting  position is. B u t over the whole 
course o f  the Conference the suggestions tha t these Proposals be 
central demands o f the m ovem ent, were clearly rejected. This 
reso lu tion  is the one w hich ou r “ A uck land  C orrespondent”  (in the 
o ther above m entioned artic le ) fo u n d  so “ am biguous” . But what is 
am biguous about a m o tion  w hich states tha t a National 
M o b ilisa tion  be planned fo r  July 14, tha t i t  be b u ilt around five 
central demands (a ll o f w hich fa ll w ith in  the O ut Now 
perspective), and tha t, as pa rt o f  the in tro d u c tio n  to this 
reso lu tion , the Seven P oin t Peace Proposals bp publiscised, and the 
Medical A id  Appeal be supported? We can o ffe r no other 
exp lanation  fo r  what "C o rresp onde n t”  says, apart fro m  suggesting 
th a t he does no t know  w hat he is ta lk in g  about.
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The Medical A id  Appeal to N LF  areas is another disputed issue 
here. F o le y ’s artic le  suggests tha t we “ p u t our money and 
princip les where ou r m ouths are”  and make th is  a "m a jo r priority 
in 1972” . Few w ou ld  d ispute the worth iness o f  th is Appeal, but 
the debate here is over w hether or n o t th is  a c tiv ity  should become 
a m ajor o r ie n ta tio n  fo r  the m ovem ent. We give a de fin ite  "N o ” to 
th is proposal. T o  move in this d ire c tion  w ou ld  mean a serious 
po litica l re -o rien ta tion  fo r  the m ovem ent away fro m  the mass 
action perspective. O ur m ajor task is no t one o f  sending medical 
supplies to  Indoch ina , bu t o f he lp ing to  remove the problem 
which makes these supplies necessary. Th is does no t preclude 
supporting  and assisting the Medical A id  A ppeal; bu t it  certainly 
does preclude m aking th is  Appeal the main o r ie n ta tio n  of the 
m ovem ent. Perhaps if  ou r “ A uck land C orrespondent”  bothered to 
glance back at his notes, he w ou ld  recall tha t the Antiwar 
Conference rejected Medical A id , like the Seven Point Peace 
Proposals, as a centra l demand fo r  the movement. Our 
"C o rresp onde n t”  saw th is position an another example of the 
"am biguous”  nature o f  the C onference’s fina l decision. We cannot 
claim  to  understand his reasoning here, bu t we do suggest that 
w hat he sees as “ am biguous”  is p robab ly  d isappo in tm en t that this 
o r ie n ta tio n  was no t adopted as a focus fo r  an tiw a r ac tiv ity  in the 
com ing period.

We hope i t  has now become clearer tha t th is  debate, like many 
others in the m ovem ent tends to  boil down to  tw o  fundamentally 
d iffe re n t perspectives—th a t is between those w ho support the 
mass m ob ilisa tion  perspective, and those w ho advocate a whole 
varie ty  o f " o th e r ”  activ ities.

N ow  le t ’s lo o k  at some o f the m ost com m on critic ism s of the 
mass action  perspective:

F irs tly , we hear statem ents like : “ L o o k , you have had your 
M ob ilisa tions, bu t the war is s till going on. We have to try 
som ething d iffe re n t. ’ I t  is self-evident tha t we have no t achieved 
ou r purpose o f  ending the war. B ut i t  is so self-evident that the 
blame fo r  th is lies at the door o f  the mass action strategy? The 
central reason w hy our purpose has no t been achieved is because 
the in te rna tiona l an tiw a r m ovem ent has n o t, as ye t, been able to 
activate and involve the mass pressure necessary to do it. 
In te rn a tio n a lly  the m ovem ent has b rough t m illions o f people out 
in to  the streets—and th is , o f  course, is a colossal achievement-but 
i t  requires m illions  more before we can force o u r government's 
righ t o u t o f  the war. The mass action perspective can no t logically 
be blamec^ as the reason w hy we have no t stopped the war; but it
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m be blamed, i f  you  like , fo r  bringing in to  action the m illions  
at have already been involved. A nd it  w ill take the fu ll blame fo r 
gating the m illions  to  come.
In this cou n try  we have o n ly  jus t begun to  m obilise people in 

gnificant numbers against the war, and a vast pool o f  an tiw ar 
mtiment s till remains com p le te ly  un touched by us. In fac t we 
ive only jus t s tarted, w ith  the M ob ilisa tions last year, to  bu ild  a 
lass movement. We s till have a long way to  go before we can 
laim to be near.com pleting ou r task.
Secondly, we* hear again and again, w ith  (monotonous 

requency, th a t “ people are tire d  o f  dem onstra ting .”  The best way 
«start answering th is  one is to  ask a couple o f  questions: “ Who is 
ired of dem onstrating? How can people be tired  o f  dem onstrating 
then the vast m a jo rity  o f them  have no t even done it  ye t? ”  By 

this, you usually arrive at the heart o f  the p rob lem : the 
tople who make these statements are really the ones w ho are 
ired of dem onstra ting . Th is , o f  course, is a d iffe re n t problem  
together. The argum ent usually am ounts to  certain people o r 
roups being tire d , frus tra ted , d is illus ioned, im pa tien t, o r perhaps 
in demoralised. These feelings are qu ite  understandable, bu t 

ieyare hardly solid  ground on w hich to  base the o rie n ta tio n  o f  a 
ivement.
On this question o f dem onstra tions, i t  should also be 
ntioned tha t h is to rica lly , in all popular movements fo r  social 

nd political change the mass dem onstra tion  has played a 
gnificant ro le , the streets have been an arena in w hich popular

support was being w ithd raw n  fro m  Thieu because the governm ent 
was impressed by the size o f  recent marches Even N ixon , w ho is 
obviously  under the greatest pressure fro m  the an tiw a r m ovem ent, 
w ill no t open ly  ad m it th a t he has had to  be careful about w hat he 
does in the war because o f  tha t m ovem ent. When people take to 
the streets they are tak ing d ire c t p o litica l action outside all the 
established p o litica l channels. I f  a governm ent openly  adm itted  to 
the populace tha t its policies were changed (even in the slightest 
degree), because o f mass op pos ition  in the streets, then people 
m igh t get the idea th a t they can change o th e r policies by do ing the 
same th ing . We do no t th in k  the governm ent is tha t s tup id .

The second ha lf o f the above statem ent, " th a t  the governm ent 
w o n ’t  listen an yw a y”  is also rooted in a naive assum ption as to  
how  th is society w orks. I t  is based on the premise tha t the vast 
mass o f  the people, acting togethe r, can change no th ing ; and that 
we are som ehow try in g  to  “ convince”  the goernm ent that its 
po licies are w rong. B ut we are no t try in g  to  make the governm ent 
“ lis te n ” , to  “ convince”  i t  o f  the im m o ra lity  and inhu m an ity  o f  its 
fo re ign p o lic y . We cou ld  a tte m p t to  do tha t s im p ly  by floo d ing  
governm ent o ffice w  w ith  le tters. We harbour no illus ions as to  the 
power s truc tu re  we face, as to the fact tha t i t  is oppressive, 
exp lo ita tive , and th o ro u g h ly  ruthless. We advocate the bu ild ing  o f 
a mass m ovem ent, no t because we believe we can make the 
governm ent “ listen to  reason” , b u t because we belive we must 
force i t  th rough mass pressure to  accede to  o u r demands. The 
experience o f  the past few  years has to ld  us tha t we w ill no t end

“ plans” , the ir “ program m e o f a c tio n ” , belong to  the realms o f 
fan tasy. These c ritics  are asking us to  co m m it ourselves to  the 
p o litica l w ilderness, bu t disguise the path there as “ a higher level 
o f  a c t iv ity ” .

In th is  a rtic le  we have a ttem pted , in the lim ite d  space available 
to  us, to  exp la in  the mass action  perspective, wc have done th is  in 
response to  a num ber o f factors, one o f  these being the constant 
barrage o f cro toc ism  which has been levelled against th is  strategy 
over recent m onths. This is the f irs t tim e we have replied in 
w rit in g  to  these critic ism s, and we do so w ith  some re lie f. A t last 
we have begun to  exp la in  exactly  w hat we th in k  o f  these proposals 
fo r a so-called new d ire c tio n ’. We have a ttem pted to  b ring the real 
issues in th is  debate to  the surface, to  discuss them  open ly . We do 
no t pretend to  have ‘the Way, the T ru th , and the L ig h t’ ; bu t we 
ce rta in ly  do m a in ta in  tha t the strategy we have o u tlin e d  in this 
artic le  is the basis fro m  w hich the an tiw a r m ovem ent w ill be b u ilt 
and the war stopped.

Peter R otherham , C o-o rd ina to r, A uck land  M ob ilisa tion  C om m ittee 
M a tt Robson, Secretary, ”  ”  ”
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intiment has been expressed. We dod n o t inven t the 
wonstration; i t  has been an h isto rica l fac t fo r  hundreds o f years 
tw. And u n til such tim e as someone “ inven ts”  som ething be tte r,

fn the dem onstration w ill play an im p o rta n t ro le in all cu rren t 
Ifuture movements fo r  social and po litica l change.

“ Thirdly, "M o b ilisa tion s  never achieve anyth ing . Y ou can have 
many o f them  as you like , bu t the governm ent w o n ’ t listen 

ivway ”  The f irs t h a lf o f  th is  s tatem ent hinges m a in ly  on the 
KStion o f pow er: the problem  o f  achieving som ething, o f ending 

and A llied in te rven tio n  in Indoch ina , rests larg ly on this 
Btion. '

The war-makers are able to  con tinue  th is  war because they 
it power. They n o t on ly  have the m ilita ry  power, in term s o f 
id forces w h ich  they can co m m it to  the ir various wars, they 

so have po litica l pow er, econom ic pow er. To  a large degree they 
so have power over people ’s m inds, a v irtu a l m o nopo ly  over the 

tdia. Our jo b , then, is to  f in d  the best m ethods by w hich we can 
ibatthis power.

what power do we in fac t have? How can we achieve 
thing? As isolated ind iv idua ls  and groups we can achieve very 
Die. But what abou t when we act co llec tive ly , in ou r thousands? 

lutis a litt le  d iffe re n t. Some say the governm ent takes no notice 
people, th a t i t  ignores mass marches. B ut th is  assertion is 

on a naive assum ption o f  how  th is  society w orks. Do you 
ipect the governm ent to  adm it th a t mass marches e ffe c t its 
dicies? Imagine Marshall going on television and saying tha t all

the war w ith  the governm ent’s blessing; we w ill therefo re a tta in  
ou r goals w i t h o u t  its  blessing.

Lastly , we hear th a t “ M ob ilisa tions are to o  low  key, too  
m oderate; we must move on to  higher levels o f  a c t iv ity .”  Th is has 
recently  become a favourite  c ritic ism  fro m  those w ho enterta in  
illus ions as to  the m ilita n cy  o f the ac tiv ities  they advocate. We do 
no t support the  bu ild ing  o f  a mass m ovem ent because we have 
some subjective fix a tio n  about the term  “ mass m ovem ent” . 
Instead, we take a long look  at the way th is  society w orks, the 
way social change has come about in h is to ry , and the tasks 
im m ediate co n fro n tin g  us: and the clear conclusion we come to  is 
tha t the bu ild in g  o f  a mass m ovem ent is indispensible to  the job 
we face. Y ou  can t ry  to  ignore th is  fac t, a ttem p t all manner o f  
shortcuts, b u t in the end — i f  you  are really serious about 
de fending the Indochinese people — then you can no t avoid it .  So 
w hat is th is  about M ob ilisa tions being ‘ to o  m odera te ” ? To 
pa rtic ipa te  in  b u ild ing  these actions means being d ire c tly  involved 
in one o f the m ost im p o rta n t tasks to  c o n fro n t us in the post-w ar 
era — the defence o f the righ t o f  the Indochinese people to  
se lf-de te rm ina tion . Where is the “ m o de ra tion ”  here?

Look at the o th e r “ strategies”  w hich have been suggested as a 
means by which we can fu l f i l l  ou r tasks. As you rse lf w ha t they 
am oun t to? Where w ill they lead us? I t  does no t take a very keen 
m ind  to  see tha t they are a lm ost e n tire ly  sub jective; th a t th e y  have 
no basis in concrete re a lity  outside the ir advocates heads, and 
perhaps the ir im m ediate  c ircle o f  friends. Outside this c irc le , th e ir



C h i  M i n h ?  C a n  a n y o n e  p r e d i c t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  n a t io n a l  
r e f e r e n d u m  i n  V i e t n a m  ( f r o m  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  
s e e m  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  p o l l s  i n  t h e  p a d d y  f i e l d s  o l 
I n d o - C h i n a . )  A n d  w h o e v e r  t r u l y  b e l i e v e s  a  n a t i o n a l  r e f e r e n d u m  
( d e m o c r a t i c ? )  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i s  e i t h e r  a  b l i n d  i d e a l i s t  o r  n a ive . 
F r o m  w h a t  I  h a v e  r e a d ,  s e e n ,  h e a r d ,  t h e  d e m o s  i  h a v e  a t t e n d e i  
e t c . ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s o m e w h a t  
h y p o c r i t i c a l  ( s o r r y  i  k n o w  t h a t  w o r d  r e f e r s  t o  m i d d l e  aged 
p o l i t i c i a n s )  i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  a n t i - Y a n k  t h a n  a n t i - b l o o d s h e d .  
I  m y  s e i f  c a n ’ t  s e e  a  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t io n  
( a n d  b y  p e a c e f u l  I  d o n ’ t  m e a n  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  S . V i e t n a m e s e  
b u r e a u c r a t s ,  a r m y  p e r s o n n e l  e t c . )  B y  p e a c e f u l ,  I  m e a n  p e a c e f u l ,  
i f  s o m e o n e ,  a n y o n e ,  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t o  o ff e r  
P L E A S E  I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  s e e  i t  i n  C r a c c u m .

Q U E R Y :
i t  i s  r e a l l y  a  fa c t ( b a c k  p a g e  l a s t  C r a c c u m  1 5 . 6 . 7 2 )  t h a t  an 

“ A m e r i c a n  W a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  C a m b o d i a  a n d  L a o s '  
e x i s t s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  w a s  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  L a o s  
a n d  C a m b o d i a  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u n t r i e s  n o t  f o r  u s e  by  
V i e t c o n g  a g g r e s s o r s .  D o  A m e r i c a n s  f i g h t  L a c t i a n s  o r  

C o a m b o d i a n  p e o p l e ?  O r  p e r h a p s  ( b y  s o m e  c h a n c e )  i t  i s  V i e t c o n g  
. b e y  f i g h t .

I O N  A L T M A N .

Lack’s Propt 
asked to vot 
of the docui 
the result 01 
Stephen Cha 
of the rules 
and our bel 
does not pr< 
as a whole, 
strict aping 
Association 
"viable welf; 
group withir 
level.”

Our prop 
an overhaul < 
fifteen separ 
usual resu lt 
contesting 01 

elected unop 
a joke w ith o  
was designee 
and all its  w

BOB LA

Over the 
various deris

THE SHADOW OF L IO N EL TERRY, by the Living T h e a t i  
Troupe, fo r a three-week season (Wednesday to  Saturdays) a t  tfi 
University A rts  Centre, Grafton Rd.

The L iv ing  Theatre T roupe has produced a phantasmagoria 
sight, doung, and m ovem ent th a t fre q u e n tly  le ft  me stunned am 
entranced. The play centres around the fanatica l racist Lionel Ten) 
w ho  shot an o ld  Chinese in Hain ing S t., W elling ton , in 1905,as 
ra tiona l p ro tes t against NZ im m ig ra tion  po lic ies. Subsequently, 
T e rry  preaches his cause to  the people o f W e lling ton , then in court 
and then as C hris t in a m ental asylum .

The p lay moves gradually fro m  its in it ia l m icrocosm , sometimes 
su b tly , sometimes a b ru p tly  and shock ing ly , through different 
spheres o f surrealism and a llegory, u n til a t the  end we realize that 
the questions raised have taken on universal im p lica tio n , and leave 
us searching fo r  im m ediate  and em otive answers.

A ll th is  is achieved through an in te rp lay  o f  ligh ting , sound, 
action and r itu a l, creating at tim es intensely m ystica l and fascinating 
experiences. I especially liked  the scene o f the hysteria-struck 
m agistrate, hovering grotesquely over T e rry 's  c o u rt proceedings like 
a dangling, de form ed spider—a c h illin g  climas to  the firs t act,when 
fo r  one instan t, the red sp o tlig h t focussing on h im  changes to white 
illu m in a tin g  as macabre his w h ite , cha lky  face. Th is episode : 
recalled again in a bizzare w ay, in the com m une scene o f Act 
where the P rophet and inhabitan ts take up the same positions at the 
c o u r t—and we are thus presum ably inv ited  to  id e n tify  w hat element 
i t  is these tw o  d iffe re n t segments o f phantastic rea lity  have in 
com m on.

The asylum  scene (A c t II)  in the tra d itio n  o f Marat-Sade, 
presents a m icrocosm ic and inverted perspective on Real L ife , with) 
few  h in ted  jibes a t con tem pora ry  sacred cows. I thought the 
in te rp lay  between characters gave some good insights in to  powe 
re la tionsh ips between ind iv idua ls , the nature o f R e lig ion , the British 
E m pire , N Z fo re ign -po licy , etc, e tc. The com m une scene, where 
T e rry  tries to  preach his re lig ion o f racism to  the childlike and 
innocent inhab itan ts , can be applied to  many con texts : missionaries 
in p r im it iv e  countries, US cap ita lism  in V ie tn a m , and so on.

The bu rn ing  question th a t emerges: is there any san ity or refuge 
in any o f the s itua tions shows to  us? M urray Edm ond, w ho worked 
o u t the scrip t w ith  the L iv ing  Theatre T roupe , seems to  be exploring 
in some measure, the nature o f a u th o r ity  figures—w hethe r it  is Terry 
shouting fro m  his soapbox, o r as C hris t lin ing  up the asylum inmates 
fo r his prayer m eeting, o r the asylum  d o c to r confessing to Terry 
"y o u  have become like  a fa the r to  m e "—righ t dow n to  the Propht 
in the com m une, w ho  emerges as a s trong, jus t figu re , b u t ends up 
confus ion and despair. There are no heroes, n o th ing  positive to ding 
to  at the end o f the p lay.

B ut as w ell as d ram atic  tens ion, the p lay has its hilarious 
m om ents, cen tred around the very hum an character o f Shamash, 
and the antics o f his tw o  w ives—n o t to  m ention  the pathos of Terry, 
his cleanliness fetishes, and his fix a tio n  fo r  unweeding every garden 
m etaphorica l o r physica l.

Paul Carew, as L ione l T e rry , does good justice to  a d ifficu lt role 
w hich undulates fro m  fanatica l to  p a the tic  to  h o rr if ic .

A uck land  poet and d ram atis t M uarry E dm ond (w ho appears as 
the o ld  Chinese in A c t I) w ro te  the sc rip t in A p r il,  a fte r discussions 
and rehearsals w ith  the L iv ing  Theatre T roupe beginning in 
February. I t  was d irected by Ken Rea. Phil Dadson (that Scratch 
Orchestra m an!) con trived  the m usic (very h y p n o tic  a t times) which 
was supervised by Jack B ody. David Feary created the lighting.

L iv ing  Theatre has produced one o f the best and m ost enjoyable 
in tegrations o f the elem ents o f m odern dram a—and by a 
non-professional g roup—th a t I have seen. Well w o rth  experiencing. 
(Go stoned if  you  can).

-  JOHN LAIRD.

W H A T H APPEN ED  A T  TH E  P LA Y
7.45: John La ird  (i.e., me) arrived to  review the p lay.
7 .47: K a th ryn  de Nave (coffee lady and general m idw ife  to the 

p ro d u c tio n ) to ld  me she was "n e rvo u s ".
7 .50 : "M urray Jones came up to  me in the entrance o f the main 

theatre , and handed me "a  piece o f p in k  to ile t paper, incase 
you  should get e xc ite d ."

7 .54: M urray E dm ond—ha ir tie d  back, w earing a black parka and 
brow n slippers w ith o u t socks—stood on a cha ir in one of the 
p ro d u c tio n  rooms to  w arm  his hands fro m  a wall heater.

7 .57 : In anothe r room , I fou nd  Margareta Chance sewing final 
stitches in to  the P rophet's cape. We cha tted .

8 .02 : "M o th e r " ,  the naughty man selling ticke ts  at the door, 
id e n tifie d  me as w o rk in g  fo r  "T h a t neo-Nazi rag", and told 
me I looked like  Goebeels (?!)

8 .10: A fte r  a w o rd  w ith  K a th ryn , M arion Edmons too k  a tampax 
behind stage to  one o f the girls w ho  m igh t be needing it.

8 .12: M arion re tu rned, declaring th a t the o ffe r was "spurned” .
3 .15: I sat dow n next to  Margareta (!) and the play started.

Feedtank on the first
inooiHinn report

D e a r  S i r ,
I  f e e l  g e n u i n e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  k i l l i n g  i n  V i e t n a m ,  b u t  

i n  l a s t  w e e k ’s  C r a c c u m  I  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a b o u t  
s t o p p i n g  t h i s  k i l l i n g  a n d  s u f f e r i n g .  A H  y e a r  C r a c c u m  h a s  p r i n t e d  
Y a n k s  a s  d i r t y ,  f o u l ,  b l o o d y  k i l l e r s .  N o  m e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  

o f  k i l l i n g  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  b y  t h e  N o r t h ,  l s  k i l l i n g  o f  A m e r i c a n s  
a n d  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e  b y  R u s s i a n  a n d  C h i n e s e  a r m s ,  n o t  o r  
m u r d e r ?  O r  i t  i t  j u s t i f i e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  N o r t h ,  t h e  N . L . F . ,  o r  t h e  
C o m m o s  o r  w h a t  t h e  h e l l  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a l l  t h e m ,  d o  i t ?  O r  
m a y b e  w h a t  w e  h e a r d  o f  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  o f f e n s i v e s  a n d  
k i l l i n g s  i s  o n l y  c a p i t a l i s t  U . S . A .  p r o p a g a n d a .  /  d o n ' t  s e e  p e o p l e  
o n  C a m p u s  t o o  p e r p l e x e d  w h e n  A m e r i c a n  a n d  S .  V i e t n a m e s e  
s e r v i c e m e n  a r e  s e n s e l e s s l y  k i l l e d .  T h e y  a r e  h u m a n  t o o  a n d  b l o o d  
i s  s h e d  w h e n  t h e y  d i e .

/  t h i n k  a n y o n e  w h o  t h i n k s ,  ( d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t o o  m a n y  p e o p l e  
t h i n k i n g  i n  1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7  w h e n  N . Z . ,  A u s s i ,  a n d  U . S .  t r o o p s  w e n t  
i n t o  V i e t n a m  o n  a  b i g  s c a l e )  k n o w s  t h a t  d i r e c t  A m e r i c a n  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  V i e t n a m  i s  n o  g o o d .  B u t  t h e y  a r e  i n  V i e t n a m ,  
a n d  / h a v e  f e w  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  t o  p e o p l e  
i n  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  w h o  o p p o s e  t h e  N o r t h  w h e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  
m o v e  o u t .  O r  p e r h a p s  a l l  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  i s  
p r o  d d e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n s ?  H o w  a b s u r d !  T h e  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e  
a r n  y  o l  n e a r l y  o n e  m i l l i o n  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  j u s t  a s  m a n y  d e v o u t  
l i b e r a t i o n - m i n d e d  s o l d i e r s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  h o m e s  a s  i n  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  a r m y .

/ w o u l d  t i k e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  i f ,  g o i n g ^  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  D i e n  w a s  a n y m o r e  o r  l e s s  a  d i c t a t o r  t h a t  H o


