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EARTICIFHOKY
D E M O C R A C Y

BOB LACK ON THE PROPOSED NEW CO NSTITU TIO N

Over the last couple o f weeks you may have heard 
various derisive and slightly obscure references to “ Bob 
Lack’s Proposed Constitution” . Since you w ill shortly be 
asked to vote on it, here’s the guts — you can get a copy 
of the document itself from the Association office. It is 
the result o f about six months o f discussions between 
Stephen Chan, Bruce Kirkland and myself, our readings 
of the rules o f about a dozen Australasian Associations 
and our beliefs that the present Association structure 
does not provide for the representation o f the students 
as a whole, that student politics does not have to be a 
strict aping of the national establishment and that the 
Association could live up to its long held claim to be a 
"viable welfare organisation and socio-political pressure 
group within the community at both national and local 
level.”

Our proposals are in two basic parts, the first being 
an overhaul o f the Executive system: at present there are 
fifteen separate portfolios elected individually with the 
usual result o f four competent experienced people 
contesting one position and at least seven other members 
elected unopposed (including about three who stood for 
a joke without knowing what was involved). This system 
was designed when the Association had no employees 
and all its work was done through or by the individual

portfolio holders: for such a situation it may have been 
satisfactory, but we now employ over f if ty  people and 
the vast majority o f Executive decisions are o f a general 
rather than a specific (portfolio based) nature. Hence we 
propose that apart from the President and Treasurer the 
Executive members should be elected as such by taking 
the most successful candidates in one open election. This 
would mean that each Exec member would have large 
measure o f student support as an Exec member and not 
just as (say) a Capping Controller, and it would o f course 
eliminate unopposed elections.

We also propose to reduce the size o f the Executive 
— with our numerous employees there is no longer any 
need for a fifteen man Exec to spread the workload, and 
that many people can’t sing in harmony let alone work 
that way — we believe the present system guarantees an 
Executive that w ill spend most of the time fighting 
amongst themselves to the detriment of the Association. 
The objection to an Exec small enough to work together 
is o f course that it might decide to take over the place: 
there is no danger o f this financially with our present 
accounting system, and politically we believe this 
objection is met by the second part o f our proposal, to 
overhaul the policy-making apparatus o f the Association.

A t present policy is decided by a 60 member

“ elected”  Student Representative Council, with General 
Meetings o f the Association (quorum 50) as necessary. 
This years SRC is shewing sings o f doing a little 
constructive work (for the first time in years) but it can 
in no way claim to be representative o f student opinion 
simply because none o f its members are in any way 
responsible to anyone for how they vote. General 
Meetings are invariably badly advertised, are usually held 
in obscure lecture theatres and are often at night. We 
propose that this system should be scrapped and that all 
policy decisions should be made directly by the students 
through General Meetings held at lunchtime in the quad 
to which the Executive must report at least weekly — we 
have o f course included proper safeguards to ensure that 
any substantial item for discussion must be properly 
advertised first. By holding meetings at lunchtime in the 
quad you are guaranteed an attendance o f at least a 
thousand, which can properly claim to be representative, 
but recognising that some Association business may still 
have to be transacted at night we have specified a 
quorum o f three hundred which would effectively 
prevent the “ stacking”  which has occurred in the past 
(except perhaps for the Engineers, but they sadly seem 
to have lost the inclination).

(Continued on next Page)



I’d like to reply briefly to a few objections I have 
heard: “ We need an Executive to decide trivial matters”  
— O f course, that’s why we have retained one, but we 
also need an Executive so constructed that it has a 
chance o f doing something more than deciding “ trivial 
matters”  and fighting amongst itself — like trying to 
enact the policies adopted by the students in General 
Meeting, and building this Association into an effective 
representative of student opinion. : “ It w ill result in 
government by the loudest voice”  -  We think not, that 
is practically what we’ve got at the moment, the 
“ politician”  who can build the best image is the one who 
must be right — the Craccum debate was a fine example 
where nearly all speakers ignored the facts and tried to 
gain votes with emotional rubbish (though I must in 
fairness admit that the Muccrac was pretty accurate). We 
certainly agree that to work properly our proposal 
would need an increased level o f student interest and 
awareness. “ But the students aren’t interested”  — 
Bullshit! The students are interested : they keep coming 
to Forum, they vote in elections, they even pay their 
$24 w ithout too many complaints, all in the hope that it 
might do some good. That there is a general lack o f 
interest in General Meetings and the SRC only indicates 
that.these meetings achieve nothing and are seen to 
achieve nothing. We are convinced that when the power 
in this Association is handed to the students they will 
respond and use it responsibly in th e ir ' own best

FROM THE PROPOSED NEW C O N STITU TIO N

GENERAL MEETINGS

10.

00

( iv )

A General M eeting w ill be held at least fo r tn ig h tly  
du ring  te rm , the tim e  and place o f  such meeting to  
be fixed  by the previous General M eeting. Each 
meeting shall receive a re p o rt fro m  the President and 
may discuss any m atte r raised by any mem ber.
A Special General M eeting may be called to  discuss 
any specified sub ject at any tim e  du ring  term  by the 
Executive o r by a General M eeting or by a p e titio n  o f  
at least f i f t y  (50) students.
“ On receipt du ring  term  o f  a p e titio n  signed by at 
least tw e n ty  (20) students requesting a special 
General Meeting to  discuss any specified subject the 
Secretary shall call such a m eeting, th is  to  be held 
w ith in  three (3) days o f rece ip t o f  the p e tit io n .”

11. “ A n y  reso lu tion  passed by a General Meeting in 
accordance w ith  these Rules shall be b ind ing  on the 
A ssocia tion , the Executive and the A ssoc ia tion ’s 
O ffice rs  and em ployees SAVE T H A T  outside the 
Academ ic Year the Executive may suspend any 
General M eeting reso lu tion  and act in con travention  
o f  i t  P R O V ID E D  th a t any such action on the pa rt o f  
the Executive m ust be referred to  a General M eeting 
w ith in  tw o  (2 ) weeks o f  the recom m encem ent o f  
te rm .”
O utside the Academ ic Year these po licy-m ak ing  
powers shall rest in the Executive.
A n y  decision o f a General Meeting shall be b ind ing  
on the A ssocia tion , the Executive and the 
A ssoc ia tion ’s O ffice rs  and employees.

(iv)

1 2 . ( i )

(H)

( iii)

The fo llo w in g  m atters may be discussed at a General 
M eeting on ly  i f  at least seven (7) days no tice o f  the 
m eeting and the to p ic  has .been given, 
a) A n y  proposed am endm ent to  th is 

C o n s titu tio n .
(b) A ny  m o tio n  to  remove fro m  o ff ice  any 

person elected or appoin ted under th is  
c o n s titu tio n .

Each General M eeting shall elect its own Chairm an 
fro m  among those present, any m em ber acting as 
C hairm an fo r  th is  purpose.
The Chairm an shall have com plete  co n tro l over the 
meeting and settle any d ispute as he sees f i t  
P R O V ID E D  th a t any m em ber may at any tim e move 
a m o tio n  o f  no con fidence in the Chairm an and such 
m o tio n  shall have precedence over any o th e r m atter 
then under discussion and shall be resolved before 
the m eeting proceeds to  any o th e r business.
The quorum  necessary fo r  a General M eeting to  
com mence or con tinue  shall be three hundred (300) 
members present.

FREE U N IV E R S IT Y

T u e s d a y  1 1 t h  J u l y .
A U T H O R IT Y  A N D  TH E 
C O M PU TER .
O pening Speakers: Graham 
W hite , N ick  G urr.
O u r aim is to  underline  the 
danger inhe ren t in the fac t 
th a t bo th  the com pute r and 
t h e  to p  p r o d u c t s  o f
B e h a v i o u r a l  O p e r a n t  
Psychology are being used

interests. The fact that those best interests may not 
coincide with the interests o f the established student 
politicians, or even the established “ rebels”  is irrelevant.

“ But the students don’t  have the knowledge”  — No, 
because the Exec meets late at night in a mahogany 
room and decides for itself not only which General

m uccrac
bue.ll, -fLe («xsF wel

T, fy-Ovv. 3̂ 10 *■£.

I t * s  h ea rten in g  to  be around when th e  " a p a th e tic  
stu d en ts"  phrases are  o n ly  c l i c h e s .  S tu d en ts  
supported  Muccrac and th e  tem p o ra r ily  deposed  
Craccum e d ito r s  w ith such d e c is iv e n e s s  th a t  a l l  
th e  o ld  Craccum id e a l s  seemed to  be coming tr u e .  
Remember way back to  March when H eather w rote her 
p lea  fo r  stu d en t in vo lvem en t?  Remember th e  s ig n s  
o f pan ic among th e  b u rea u cra ts  a t th e  s ig h t  o f  
C li f t o n ,  Mclnnes an d ,Shadbolt?  When Tiny Tim 
l e f t ,  not w ith a bang but a whimper, i t  look ed  as  
i f  H eather and Gordon would be easy  to  d is lo d g e .  
However, P r e s id e n t ia l  a sp ir a n t  R u s s e l l  B a r t le t t  
mode i t  c le a r  th a t he was m ain ly  concerned  to  g e t  
r id  o f  H eather. B arty th e  Brave r id e s  aga in !

extensive ly  by big business 
and au th o r ita ria n  groups to  
o b t a i n  a c o m p l i a n t  
co n d itione d  socie ty . O n the 
o th e r hand the use o f  the 
above as too ls  as to  aid 
in d iv id u a l  o r ie n ta tio n  in 
society on a co n tr ib u to ry  
a u th o r ity  (dem oncra tic) basis 
is v ir tu a lly  n il.

From th e  attem pted r a i lr o a d in g  I'ose Muccrac and 
J e a n -B a p tis te  P ig g in . The paper th e  e x e c u t iv e s  
had fea red  a l l  year d id n 't  a r r iv e  u n t i l  the  
e d it o r s  were sack ed . Both th e  P ig g in  i s s u e  o f  
Craccum and the renegade Muccrac h u m ilia ted  th e  
e x e c u t iv e . The sa c k in g s , a s P ig g in  w ro te , were 
h a sty  and clum sy. He was b e in g  unduly k ind to  
c a l l  i t  a " tra g ic  m istake"  -  th ey  were a - t a c t i c ­
a l l y  p a th e t ic  attem pt at a p o l i t i c a l  a s s a s in a t io n .  
Most p eo p le  should know by now th e  " reasons"  for  
th e  sa c k in g s  had not been checked and were la r g e ­
ly  based on in c o r r e c t  e v id en ce  or l i e s .  But 
P ig g in 's  fa ir n e s s  mad^ th e  e x e c , look  w orse, and 
he con v in ced  many p eo p le  th a t  Gordon and Heather 
had th e  in t e g r i t y  and a b i l i t y  to  d eserv e  r e in s t a t  
ernent.
I was amazed at th e  depth o f  support fo r  Gordon 
and H eather. The Muccrac C o l le c t iv e  a t  no s ta g e  
thought th a t alm ost a l l  o f  i t s  p o o r ly  p r in ted  
M uccracs 'would a t t r a c t  d o n a tio n s . In th e  two

Meeting decisions shall be adopted and which ignored, 
but also what shall and what shall not be referred to the 
students. An efficient “ Parliamentary Reporter”  is not 
enough — there must also be an easy and immediate 
method for any student to publicly question any 
decision of the Executive. Also I regret to say that 
students don’t  have the knowledge because Executives 
(as such, not just the present one) are willing to mislead 
us and even lie to us to maintain their control.

We are not pretending our proposals will 
revolutionise the place overnight — to be totally 
effective they w ill require an increased involvement by 
all students, an honest Executive who want to make 
them work and the continuation of a reliable 
independent newspaper. We believe that each o f these is 
also necessary if the Association is going to achieve its 
aim o f speaking and acting with authority for all 
students. We also believe that a system such as we have 
outlined w ill encourage the development o f these 
features, and that each o f them is an embarrassment to 
the present system.

We don’t know whether it w ill work or not — similar 
schemes seem to be doing okay in Monash and Victoria 
— but we believe it can work and w ill work if  you are 
prepared to make the effort, and that the potential 
benefits make the effort worthwhile. I suppose it may 
seem a frivolous note to end on, but in all seriousness, 
why not try it? — it couldn’t  be any worse than what 
we’ve got, and it could be enormously better.

-  BOB LACK

hours I was a c t in g  a s a pu sh er, I r e c e iv e d  $16, & 
a t l e a s t  80% o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  I met took  a copy & 
made a d o n a tio n . A lto g e th e r , th e  d o n a tio n s to t a l­
ed $ 7 5 , which paid  for  th e  p r in t in g  and ind icated  
th a t e x e c u t iv e  p ressu re  on Craccum can be answer­
ed by an independent p u b lic a t io n . S tu d en ts  are 
w il l in g  to  a c t on a p r in c ip le .  They are  not as 
easy  to  push around as exec members must have . 
im agined .
G en e r a lly , I can o n ly  s e e  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  as an 
e x te n t io n  o f  a crap p ed -ou t money system  -  a
g ra n d io se  employment agency where fr e e  en terprise  
i s  god and fr e e  sp eech  i s  dead. But o b v io u s ly  
s tu d e n ts  can speak and a c t fo r  th e m se lv e s . I t  is 
a l l  very h o p e fu l. S tu d en ts may even r e a l i s e  that 
th ey  have th e  power to  make th e  u n iv e r s i ty  a good 
p la c e .

JOHN MILNE

To. a l l  th o se  p eo p le  who h e lp ed  MUCCRAC w ith dona­
t i o n s ,  thanks a l o t ,  and h e r e 's  an approxim ate  
c o s t in g  so  you can se e  how th e  money was used . It 
can o n ly  be approxim ate as we have not y e t receiv  
ed th e  b i l l s  for  some a s p e c ts  o f  th e  work.

T y p e se tt in g  (la b o u r  o n ly  -  no charge)  
N eg a tiv e s
P la te s  (M a te r ia ls  and E xposures)
Paper
P r in t in g  (M echan ica l c o s t s ,  in k  e tc )

9.00
6.00

20.00
15-00

$ 5 0 .0 0

D onations t o t a l l e d $  7 5 - 0 0
T o ta l to  be shared betw een th e  two 

e d it o r s  (n o t  p a id  fo r  Craccum 
I s su e  14) ,  John M ille r  (n o t  
p aid  for  I s s u e  14) ,  Paul Carew, 
Kepa Pou and John M ilne  

Thus fo r  a w eek 's work, each person  
r e c e iv e s  ap p rox im ately

2 5 .0 0
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Dear Heather and Gordon,
Can you please find space to mention one fact 

omitted from the recent Craccum debate? Namely that 
ibout the only items in the current Association budget 
to be underspent are Handbook and Craccum, and that 
thanks for these must go directly to Paul Carew who has 
been doing a marvellous job under extreme probocation.

Love,
BOB LACK.

LOOPHOLES FOR LAND SPECULATORS

Dear Sir,
In a recent issue o f  “ C raccum ”  you  published a short le tte r 

by Mr A n th o n y  P. M o llo y , a pa rt-tim e  lec tu re r in the Facu lty  o f  
Law, wherein he stated th a t there was legisla tion su ff ic ie n t to  
deal w ith speculators in real estate because they were m aking 
tax-free capital gain.

This statem ent astonished me. Nevertheless, accepting the 
fact that M r M o llo y  was a lec tu re r in law w ho specialised in 
axation and estate p lann ing , I decided to  ask the M in is te r o f 
:inance w hether w ha t M r M o llo y  stated was true . O n 15 June I 
isked the M in is te r o f F inance:

“ How m any people over the past five  years have been 
prosecuted under section 88 (1) (c) o f  the Land and Incom e 
Tax A c t 1954 w h ich  provides th a t every person m ust pay tax  
on "a ll p ro fits  o r gains derived fro m  the sale o r o the r 
disposition o f . . .  p ro p e rty  . . .  i f  the p ro p e rty  was acquired 
for the purpose o f  selling . . .  i t  . . . , ”  and w ha t were the 
punishments im posed?”

The Minister replied:
“The section re ferred to  is pa rt o f  the general incom e 
provisions o f  the T a x  A c t categorising w ha t is assessable 
income. I t  is no t one under w hich prosecution proceedings 
are taken. There fo re  the answer to  the  M em ber’s question is
“ none.”
The C ourts  in New Zealand have made it  clear th a t as there is 
no capital gains tax  in th is  co u n try  then p ro fits  on sales o f 
such p rope rty  as shares o r land w ill no t be viewed as com ing 
within the section unless there is an established and clear 
pattern o f  dealing o r the circum stances leave no d o u b t tha t 
the p roperty  was acquired fo r  m ore o r less im m ediate  resale. 
Generally, the re fo re , In land Revenue has been unsuccessful 
in pursuing assessment o f  p ro fits  on p ro p e rty  sales in all bu t 
clear cu t cases.
Nevertheless, i t  is a fu n c tio n  o f all senior inspectors to  
continually lo o k  fo r  these patterns p a rticu la r ly  o f  land 
transfers to  see i f  the section can be applied. There are many 
instances o f land developers’ re turns being assessed on p ro fits  
from subdivisions and o th e r p ro p e rty  deals.
Should, however, the M em ber be re fe rring  to  the  num bers o f 
prosecutions taken under the general penal provis ions o f  the 
Act, fo r  w ilfu l evasion o f  tax  invo lv ing  assessable p ro f it  sfrom  
property dealing, the answer again is “ none” .

I feel I need add l i t t le  m ore except to  ask M r M o llo y  one 
question: D id he know  th a t the M in is te r’s rep ly  w ou ld  indicate 
the existence o f a g ian t loopho le  th rough w h ich  all land 
speculators have been able to  leap, and i f  no t, w hy  not?

Yours fa ith fu l ly ,
Jonathan H u n t 

M.P. fo r  New L yn n

S ir,
P e r m i t  m e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  C o l l e e n  F o l e y ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r ,  f o r  h e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  “ C h a n g e  o u r  P o l i c y ”  i n  
C r a c c u m ,  I s s u e  1 2 .  I t  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  N . Z .  
M e d i c a l  A i d  C o m m i t t e e ,  N L F  a r e a s ,  a n d  i t s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  w h i c h  
has h a r d e n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  U S  a n d  h e r  a l l i e s  
c o m m i t t e d  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  V i e t n a m  a n d  l a t t e r l y ,  L a o s  a n d  
C a m b o d i a .  I t  i s  s u r e l y  o b v i o u s  t o  a n y  o b j e c t i v e  o b s e r v e r  w h o  
k n o w s  t h e  f a c t s ,  t h a t  t h e  w a r  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  
a g a in s t  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  p e o p l e — a n d  n o w ,  a l l  I n d o - C h i n a - w i l l  
N O T  E N D  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  a  m a n  o r  w o m a n  l e f t  a l i v e ,  t o  f i g h t  
th e  i n v a d e r s .

C o l l e e n  F o l e y ’s  f i g u r e  o f  $ 1 , 7 7 0 . 0 0  w a s  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  
1 9 7 1 .  U p  t o  d a t e  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  p e o p l e  h a v e  p r o v i d e d ,  
t h r o u g h  o u r  B r i t i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  
n o r t h  o f  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s .  S u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  c a u s e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  
: o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  m o n t h s .

Y o u r s  e t c . ,  
( W .  J e r m y n )  

C H A I R M A N

2 1  B ly thsw ood  Flats, 
C nr W illis  S t-A ro  S t, 

W elling ton , New Zealand.

Dear Sir,—
I am w ritin g  to  you  about som ething th a t is very im p o rta n t to  

me. A fter giving the m a tte r considerable th o u g h t I have decided 
that I want to  become a w o rld  c itizen.

I was born in  The Hague, H o llan d , on February 2, 1950, and 
in January, 1 9 7 1 ,1 em igrated to  New Zealand.

In try ing to  decide w hether o r n o t to  become a naturalised 
New Zealander, i t  occurred to  me tha t to  change m y allegiance

fro m  H o lland  to  New Zealand was meaningless fo r  me. I do no t 
w ant to  be considered a D utchm an, no r do I w an t to  be called a 
New  Zealander, b u t I w o u ld  like  to  be o ff ic ia lly  recognised as a 
citizen o f the w o rld .

I realise th a t a t the present tim e  i t  is n o t possible to  register as 
such and I am w rit in g  to  suggest th a t a bureau be set up where 
those w ho  wish i t  can lodge th e ir app lica tions fo r  w orld  
c itizensh ip .

N ationa lism  th rough the centuries has produced war, fam ine 
and m isery. The Second W orld War is a clear example o f  the 
consequences o f  unbrid led  na tiona lism . A t the present the peace 
o f the w o rld  is co n tin u a lly  threatened by na tiona lis tic  tensions 
in  the M idd le  East and in V ie tna m .

A  few  people w ith  w hom  I have discussed th is  m a tte r o f w orld  
c itizensh ip  have raised the ob jec tion  th a t in abolishing 
na tiona lism  those th ings w hich are valuable in our d iffe re n t 
cu ltu res w ou ld  also be destroyed.

H ow ever, I believe th a t i f  many people jo in  in  a m ovement fo r  “ H e  
w o rld  c itizensh ip , na tiona l riva lries w ill gradually lose th e ir 
meaning and a well-established and lasting w o rld  peace w ill come 
in to  existence, w ith  its op p o rtu n itie s  fo r  a new and probab ly 
b e au tifu l cu ltu re .

I hope th a t in  m y life tim e  the name U nited Nations 
O rganisation w ill be altered to  the O rganisation o f the U nited 
People.

People are requested to  send th e ir suggestions, ob jections, 
com m ents o r sup po rt to  m y address in b rder to  give m y idea a 
concrete fo rm , fo r  I in tend to  send a p e titio n  to  the U nited 
N ations a fte r having gained su ff ic ie n t support.

Y ours fa ith fu lly ,
P A U L  J. BO U W M AN .

D e a r  S i r ,
A  l o t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a b o u t  l a n g u a g e  b e i n g  

i n c l u d e d  a s  a  c o m p u l s o r y  p a r t  o f  S t a g e  /  E n g l i s h .  S o  I ’m  s a y i n g  i t  
a l l  a g a i n .

L i t e r a t u r e  t u t o r s  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  f a i l  t h e  
w h o l e  c o u r s e  j u s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n c a p a b i l i t y  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  o n  w o r d s .

B u t  w h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b i t c h i n g  a b o u t  i s  n o t  t h a t  t h e y  f i n d  t h e  
c o u r s e  i m p o s s i b l e  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  f a c t  c o m p u l s o r y .  I f  p e o p l e  
w a n t  t o  d o  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  t h e n  l e t  t h e m ,  b u t  f o r  C h r i s t s  s a k e  
o f f e r  i t  a s  a n  o p t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t .

N o w  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  1 0 0 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  /  
h a v e  t a l k e d  t o  a b o u t  t h i s  ( a b o u t  f o u r ) ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  
o p i n i o n  t o  g e t  t h e  b a s t a r d s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  f u c k i n g  c o u r s e ,  s o  
w h a t  I ’m  c a l l i n g  f o r  i s  a u t h o r i s e d  s t u d e n t  o p i n i o n ,  s o  t h a t  w h e n  
w e  h a v e  a  f a c u l t y  m e e t i n g  w e  c a n  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h a t  s a y  7 0 %  o r  
w h a t e v e r  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  a g a i n s t  c o m p u l s o r y  l a n g u a g e  a n d  w a n t  a  
c h a n g e  S o  w h a t  /  w a n t  e v e r y o n e  t o  d o  i s  t o  k e e p  a  t h u m b  o n  
t h e i r  c l a s s  r e p s  b e c a u s e  i f  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  g e t  u p  a n d  s a y  
n a s t y  w o r d s  a b o u t  L a n g u a g e ,  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  t o  h o l d  a  
m e e t i n g  i n  B  2 8  a t  1 p m  s o m e d a y  i n  a  w e e k  o r  t w o .

L o v e ,  
R o w a n  K e i t h

S i r ,
/  a g r e e  w i t h  N Z U S A ’s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r a c i s m  o n  a n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  b u t  f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  a b o u t  a  c e r t a i n  c o r r i e r  
o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ’s  o w n  b a c k y a r d .  N Z U S A  a n d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  
t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ( V U W S A )  o f f e r  l i f e  a s s u r a n c e  
s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  P o l y n e s i a n s .  M a o r i s  a n d  
I s l a n d e r s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  p a y  h i g h e r  p r e m i u m s  t h a n  P a k e h a s  i n  
a n  e q u i v a l e n t  o r  e v e n  i n f e r i o r  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  t w o  
g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  s h o r t e r  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c i e s .

I f  l i f e  a s s u r a n c e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  a s s e s s m e n t  
o f  h e a l t h  a n d  l i f e  p r o s p e c t s  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  s o m e  k i n d  o f  
s t e r e o t y p y ,  b e  i t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  c o n t r i v e d  o r  n o t ,  i s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  
i n t o  p l a y .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p y  i s  o n e  o f  r a c e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
t o  c a l l  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  N Z U S A  a n d  V U W S A  r a c i s t  i s  

j u s t i f i a b l e .
T o  h a v e  P o l y n e s i a n  a n c e s t r y  u n d o u b t e d l y  a l t e r s  t h e  

p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  c e r t a i n  g e n e s  b u t  t o  e q u a t e  t h i s ,  a s  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  
c o m p a n i e s  d o ,  w i t h  d i s e a s e  i s  u n w h o l e s o m e  a n d  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  i f  n o t  N e w  Z e a l a n d e r s  i n  

g e n e r a l .  I t  a l s o  n e g l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h o r t e r  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c i e s  a r e  
r e l a t e d  t o  l o w e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  o t h e r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
f a c t o r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,
P a u l  B u r n s .

“ Craccum”  (June 15th) presented a very one-sided 
viewpoint on the Indo-China War, and neglected, or 
rather refused, to recognize some OTHER facts about 
the conflict.

1. The North-Vietnamese themselves have blatantly 
invaded neighbouring Thailand and Laos. They conscript 
labour from the countryside by Press-Gang Tactics 
subject the inhabitants to a regime which is both harsh 
and totalitarian and do it in a manner identical to the 
Fascist tactics o f Nazi Germany during the early years o f 
World War II. Yet it is the Americans and their allies that 
are branded as FASCIST PIGS — your contributors to 
your magazine happily ignore this.

2. Numerous examples have been cited o f 
Communist troops being chained to their tanks and guns 
— if they believe in their cause, as your magazine 
suggests they would fight w illingly and not need any 
such “ Persuasion.”  Does this magazine honestly support 
this violation o f Human Rights which it so vigorously 
advocates is the right o f all? The opportunity for FREE 
SPEECH is not the exclusive right o f Demonstrators.

3. Only the very naive will believe that the 
withdrawal o f Allied troops w ill stop this War — Saigon 
would be a suburb o f Hanoi within hours o f such an 
event: OCCUPATION w ill be permanent, and the

was conscious of a strange figure sitting on the inkstand.”

DEMOCRACY your paper demands for all w ill not be 
given a moment’s thought.

4. Replacing the present South Vietnamese 
Government by a Communist dictatorship w ill result in 
inevitable repercussions. Just remember that any traces 
o f the Dubcek era in Czechoslovakia were immediately 
purged when the Russians invaded. I dare not imagine 
what the relatively unsophisticated North-Vietnamese 
will do once they gain power. On one hand, 
“ Peace” -marchers vehemently denounced the Russian 
invasion, yet now virtually advocate an identical 
occurrence for South-Vietnam.

Too often this magazine gives a heavily biased 
viewpoint on this and other major issues failing to 
present any form o f balanced criticism. Lord Nelson 
could turn a blind eye to events and it appears that 
“ Craccum”  has adopted this habit in neglecting OTHER 
equally VITAL facts—such an unbalanced approach is 
synonymous with HYPOCRISY.

So, I challenge you and your paper to devote some 
small space to this alternative Student point o f view in 
your next issue, and convince at least me that there is 
nothing to fear by a rapid American withdrawal.

-  A. RUTHERFORD.
Dear Sir,

I am a Law student and wondering why. I once hoped that 
law school might attract or arouse young people who were not 
prepared to believe that there was equality before the law or that 
a law degree was simply a licence to make money by advising 
rich clients to get richer. It seems that those students attracted 
to the law tend to be naturally conservative, rule oriented with a 
flair for mental gymnastics. I once hoped that there might be law 
graduates who did not want to become company or real estate 
lawyers and who might be prepared to make a real economic 
sacrifice and open law offices in the slums or the ghettoes, taking 
the law to the poor, advising them on hire purchase contracts, 
landlord and tenant law and offering advice in marshalling 
community action to aid welfare recipients and pensioners, 
organising tenants strikes, forming consumer action groups and 
fighting racial discrimination in housing, job applications, etc.

In the law school itself, the teachers are often still teaching 
law exclusively from appellate court decisions which has an air 
of unreality about it, because much of this knowledge Ynay be 
useful to eminent counsel but has little relevance to the 
situations which a young lawyer is likely to (or wants to) 
encounter in everyday practice. We have 4th and 5th year 
students working in offices providing a cheap labour force and 
perpetuating the static habits and traditions of the legal 
profession.

There is no indication that the law school sees its role as one 
of law reform but rather as training lawyers to perpetuate the 
system rather than change it. There seems little hope of changing 
this view so long as law students are only interested in making 
money from company or tax law, so long as the profession 
dictates the terms of legal education, so long as the legal 
profession prohibits students from appearing even in the lower 
courts and so long as the students themselves are prepared to be 
tools of the system for their own material advancement. Lawyer 
like to talk glibly of the majesty of the common law, of the 
glorious heritage of freedom and justice dating back to Magna 
Carta and of equality before the law. When law students finally 
realise that this is mostly rhetoric, then we can expect legal 
change and some groping toward social justice.

As for myself I am trying to decide whether it takes more 
guts to throw it all in or to keep going and see if this ship of 
fools called the Law Faculty can’t be attacked from the top.

Harvey J. Wilson
Dear Sir,

The copy o f Gardiner’s Egyptian Grammar 
that is kept in room 004 o f the old Arts 
Building has gone missing, could you please 
help us find it? It was last seen on Wednesday 
o f the last week o f the firs t term at 2pm. As 
this large volume is o f no use to anyone else 
but Stage 2 Ancient History students we 
would welcome i t ’s return. We realize that 
any student interested in things ancient may 
have accidentally removed it, having become 
engrossed in the mysteries that are revealed in 
this tome. We Egyptologists are concerned fo r 
the welfare o f this book. Would anyone 
knowings the whereabouts o f Gardiner’s 
Egyptian Grammar please return it to room 
304, or contact Mr Cowlin (office in the back 
o f the Lower Lecture Theatre) or the Ancient 
History Stage 2 rep., Alan Walmsley.

Yours sincerely,
Bronwen Mason — on behalf o f Stage 2 

Ancient History, Egyptian option.



NOTICE NAUSEA
CANDIDATES FOR POSITIONS OF 
PRESIDENT, ADMINISTRATIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT, & WELFARE VICE PRESIDENT
N O T E :  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  n o m i n a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  T r e a s u r e r .

PRESIDENT
NGAHUIA VOLKER1NG 

N o m in a te d  R.W. Lack
S e c o n d e d  Stephen Chan

Kaye A. Turner 
PETER ROTHERHAM

N o m in a te d  Matthew Robson
S e c o n d e d  Brigid Mulrennan

Wayne Laird 
RUSSELL BARTLETT

N o m in a te d  B. Kirkland
S e c o n d e d  L.H. Chan

Clare Ward

WELFARE VICE PRESIDENT
ROBERT LACK 

N o m in a te d  
S e c o n d e d

Stephen Chan 
Ngahuia Volkerling 
Kaye A. Turner 

DAVID HOPKINSON
N o m in a te d  Brent McConachy
S e c o n d e d  Russell Bartlett

Richard Gyde

ADMINISTRATIVE VICE PRESIDENT
STEPHEN CHAN

N o m in a te d  R.W. Lack
S e c o n d e d  Ngahuia Volkerling

Kaye A. Turner
GEORGE MYALLS

N o m in a te d
S e c o n d e d

NEIL NEWMAN 
N o m in a te e d  
S e c o n d e d

Larry J. Summerville 
Mike Major 
David Hopkinson

PETER VERNER 
N o m in a te d  
S e c o n d e d

Brent McConachy 
Ross Sellwood 
Andrew Gough

P.C. Rotherham 
Ian Westbrooke 
S.J. Hoare

APPLICATIONS ARE CALLED FOR 
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS

2 positons for the Craccum Administration Board. 
1 position for the Union Management Committee. 
1 position for Senate.

These applications close at 5.00 p.m. on Thursday, 13th 
July.

The successful applicants w ill be appointed by SRC on 
that night.

HOUSING
(1) Studass has some money
(2) Money devalues
(3) Property does not
There are a group o f us who would like to  see this money 

invested in houses fo r students to  live in. The rents could be fa ir 
and would pay the mortgages. We would like to  buy houses close 
to  varisty and gradually accumulate several adjacent properties 
so that when several generations o f students have lived in and 
le ft them the land can be cleared and student villages, or flats o f 
whatever is wanted and needed can be built.

To do all this we need —
* People to  see houses and check that they are habitable.
* People who can arrange finance and can te ll a good buy 

when they see it.

n a y f - h  U 6 S .  v \
CONTACT next door to  UBS 

Can help w ith  a lm ost any 
prob lem  and i f  i t  cannot w ill find  
someone w ho  can.

FOOD CO-OP Thursdays 12 — 2 .30pm  Quad. 
Come and buy and help 
I f  you know  where to  buy cheap 
food or can lay yo u r hands on 
some cheap scales come and te ll 
us or te ll i t  to  C O N TA C T

PETITION (To Free Rod Davis at 
Studass Office)

(In fo rm a tio n  at C O N TA C T)

WANTED a student o r group o f students to  
en terta in  some o ld  people m id 
July.

ARTS FESTIVAL: 
BILLETING:

. As you are aware, Arts Festival is a New Zealand 
Universities event. We are expecting a good proportion 
of those attending to come from out-of-Auckland. This 
leads to a little problem. We will probably have 3,000 
students to house. The organisers will follow precedent 
in basing their accommodation problems on a billeting 
system. There are no plans for student villages as the 
consequences would be impractical in an inner-city 
situation.

Having decided on the strategy, we must now appeal to all 
students to offer their houses, homes, flats, whatever to 
accommodate the expected number of people in August. The 
dates are August 20 -  26 which is the middle week of the 
August vacation. You will be expected to provide floorspace 
only. There is no obligation to feed or entertain visitors although 
this may be arranged in your own way.

For your information, a sleeping space is approximately 6’ x 
4’. On this basis you are likely to get 12-14 people in the average 
room. It is essential to think in terms such as this if we are to 
make up the numbers.

From past experience, Arts Festival has not wholly been the 
scheduled programme. Rather it was the fact that you lived with 
9 other people in a room, blew a few joints and talked all night. 
The organisers would appreciate your immediate response in this 
matter.

Patticulars can be left in the books at:
(a) the Contact Office
(b) Students: Association Office
(c) Arts Festival Office
or by contacting
Clare Ward 78-047
Brent McConarchy 73-982
Sue James 83-204

WANTED URGENTLY!

For the production o f SEXUS, a mixed media event (not 
happening!) in Arts Festival, ONE STAGE MANAGER, 
EXPERIENCED IF POSSIBLE. Also required, ONE 
LIGHTING OPERATOR, experience not as essential as a 
good sense of theatre.

JACK BODY

Barry Humphries IS coming to Arts Festival!

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS

IN QUAD OR B28 IF WET

Tues. 11th July to discuss AUSA policy on equal payfor 
staff.

Wednesday 12th July to discuss proposed new 
constitution of AUSA.

Thursday 13th July to discuss policy on the 
amalgamation o f NZUSA and STANZ.

The Students Representative Council 
requires a Secretary to record minutes (no 
typing required) because under the 
constitution no SRC member may be 
Secretary. Fortnightly on Thursday nights. 
We need you. See Miss Macky at the Stud 
Ass Office.

A MEETING HAS BEEN CALLED IN B28 
ON THURSDAY 29 JUNE, AT 1 P.M. TO 
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING MATTER:

THAT $5,000.00 be donated to the Vietnam Medical 
Aid Appeal

Margery Macky, 
ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

STUDENT AID

There are 10,000 of us here. For many o f us contact 
w ith the rest o f Auckland and our knowledge of those 
with difficulties is limited. Some o f us are pretty much 
engrossed in getting a degree.

W ith the aim o f encouraging students to  th in k  about other 
people in A uckland we talked to  a lo t o f people already working 
in groups and v is iting  hospita ls, prisons, ch ildrens’ homes and 
orphanages. P re tty  soon it  became evident th a t we d id n ’ t need to 
set- up societies o f ou r ow n. We heard stories th a t sounded 
m elodram atic. M ost tim es they were true.

For instance Eusthenasia is m ost d e fin ite ly  frow ned on by 
society, b u t p u tt in g  o ld people in to  homes u n til they die is 
apparen tly  acceptable.

H ow  can a person, m obile  o r im m o b ile  live o u t the rest o f his 
life  in one o f  these homes? Some have ne ither relatives nor 
friends and consequently have no v is ito rs  and restricted contact 
w ith  o th e r people.

I t  is no exaggeration th a t there are a lo t o f people around 
w ho need and w ant assistance and help and someone to  know. 
W hat we w ou ld  like  you  to  do is to  th in k  about yo u r position 
and see if  you cannot go part o f  the way to  f i l l in g  in the big gap.

There are loads o f d iffe re n t th ings you  can do depending on 
the k ind  o f  tim e  co m m itm e n t you  can fu l f i l ,  fo r  example as part 
o f a group you can prov ide  one n ig h t’s en te rta inm en t, you can 
w rite  le tte rs, you  can take up hospita l o r prison v is iting on a 
w eekly  o r fo r tn ig h tly  basis, you  can spend an afte rnoon taking 
kids ou t. Y ou  can choose the k ind  o f in s titu tio n  you  w ant to be 
involved in. I f  you can help w ith  secretarial w o rk  o r driving you 
w ill also be pa rticu la rly  useful.

Perhaps you aren’ t  sure how  to  go abou t v is iting or 
help ing. We have in fo rm a tio n  abou t places such as: —
O AK LEY HOSPITAL:

Games evening: tab le-tennis, ba dm in to n , and indoor bowls.
V is it in g : ward v is iting
E n te rta inm en t: an y th ing  you  can provide.
(E xpa tien ts  society en te rta inm en t also).

CORNW ALL G ER IATR IC  HOSPITAL:
V is it in g : Ward v is iting
E n te rta inm en t: a n y th ing  you  can prov ide

PAREMOREMO
V is it in g : (one to  one), E n te rta inm en t, R eform , Letter 

W riting
How ard R eform  League:
Prisoners’ A id  and R ehab ilita tion  Society 
Ponsonby Panthers 
S tudents fo r  Prisoners’ A id

M A N G E R E  I N T E L L E C T U A L L Y  HAN DI CAPPED  
C H ILD R E N ’S HOSPITAL:

Being available to  look  a fte r the ch ild ren  on various group 
ou tings. E n te rta inm en t:

MT. EDEN
V is it in g : G roup v is iting  — basketball 
M aori C u ltu re  G roup
Prisoners’ A id  and R eha b ilita tion  S ociety.
I f  you w ant to  help o r jus t w ant fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n  you can 

ask a t C ontact (n e x t door to  the U nivers ity  Bookshop.)
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‘Strong Men Really Sick 
After Working On French

C H R IS T C H U R C H , T oday (P A ) .  —  “ 1 
sec rea lly  s tr o n g ,y o u n g  m en g o in g  a w a y  
anil I see  them  rea lly  sick  w hen th ey  com e  
back. T hey  have sk in  p ee lin g  off th e ir  
arm s and th e ir  h a ir  is  fa llin g  o u t.”

T his d escr ip tion  o f P acific  Is la n d ers w h o  
have w orked  on F rcnch  atom  bomb s ite s  
was g iv en  by M r C h arles R rotherson , a 
Frenchm an, o f  R a ia tea  Island , to the  
L yttelton  R o ta ry  Club la st n igh t.

MEANWHILE BACK IN FRANCE.. .

We needed Greenpeace Foundation, of Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
and New Zealand watersiders to start organizing against the 
threatening nuclear tests France in planning in the South-Pacific. 
After a while, however, French pacifists are moving in on the
issue.

The shit started to flow when Ben Metcalfe, director of 
Greenpeace, was busted on Paris airport Orly with the obvious 
aim to stop the press conference he, and others, were supposed 
to give in paris. The press conference did take place, and a 
number of outstanding religious, academic and political persons 
raised a vigourous protest against the bust.

Friday, June 2. 1972. Eight Canadian guys & girls start 
occupying the Paris cathedral, Notre-Dame. The priests, together 
with plainclothes police, kick them out in no time.

Saturday, June 4. Some 40 people chain themselves in, in front 
of the French Atomic Energy Commission at the Environment 
exhibition in Paris. They want to protest at resuming Tests and 
expose the hypocrisy of the French government which is 
participating at the same moment in the U.N. conference on 
Environment in Stockholm. After occupying the place for an 
hour they get busted and taken to the cellar of a police station.

The same day in Montpellier, in South France, about a 
hundred people hold a meeting in the downtown area.

Tuesday, June 6. A 54 year old guy, John Neko, starts a hunger 
strike of unlimited duration, until the Pacific nuclear tests are 
called off.

By and by we are gaining support and the struggle intensifies. 
However, it can’t fully develop unless the leftist and ultra-leftist 
political parties decide to mobilise. Which is not the case now.

Same holds true for the big demonstration that is planned in 
Paris for June 24. It should raise interest and participation of 
public opinion, providing the political parties get into it.

Please contact M.D.P.L., 143 rue Raymond Losserand Paris 14, 
France

Atom Sites’

AESTHETIC FEAT OF THE YEAR AWARD
By the  w ay, we've got a new fro n t-ru n n e r fo r  th e  A es the tic  

Feat o f  the  year (the Supreme C ourt Bom ber m u s t ta k e  second 
place, I 'm  a fra id  — b u t nice t r y ,  though !)

O f course I 'm  re ferring to  the fire -bom b ing  o f  th e  U T A  
French airlines o ff ice . As an a rtis tic  event, i t  has presented  us 
w ith  at least a dozen spheres o f  experen tia l m ean ing , w he the r 
p o lit ic a l, m etaphysica l, hum anita rian , aesthetic, t o  nam e a few . 
W hat impressed me was the to ta lity  w ith  w h ich  th e  A c t  was 
accom plished. It 's  a surprise to  f in d  such a m e tic u lo u s  and 
fastid ious technic ian amongst us no t to  m ention an aesthete and 
hu m oris t as w e ll! The charred and blackened b u rn t-o u t o ff ic e  — 
even now  as it  is being repaired — has opened up an e n t ire ly  new 
dim ension in tem pora l sculpture.

I t  w il l have to  take a s trong com b ina tion  o f  im a g in a tio n  and 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  to p  th is .

mm
“ The principal defect o f the industrial way o f life 

with its ethos o f expansion is that it is not sustainable. 
Its termination w ithin the lifetime o f someone born 
today is inevitable — unless it continues to be sustained 
for a while longer by an entrenched minority at the cost 
o f imposing great suffering on the rest o f mankind. We 
can be certain, however that sooner or later i t  w ill end 
(only the precise time and circumstances are in doubt), 
and that it  w ill do so in one o f two ways: either against 
our w ill, in a succession o f famines, epidemics, social 
crises and wars; or because we want it to — because we 
wish to create a society which w ill not impose hardship 
and cruelty upon our children — in a succession of 
thoughtful, humane and measured changes.”

“ Radical change is b o th  necessary and inevitab le  because the 
present increase in  human num bers and ‘per cap ita ’ 
consum ption , by d is ru p ting  ecosystems and deple ting resources, 
are underm in ing  the very fo u nda tions  o f  survival. A t  present the 
w orld  p o p u la tio n  o f  3 ,600 m illio n  is increasing by 2 per cent per 
yea r.............”

“ The com b ina tio n  o f  human numbers and ‘ per cap ita ’ 
consum ption  has a considerable im pact on the env ironm ent, in 
term s o f bo th  the resources we take fro m  i t  and the po llu tan ts  
we impose on i t . ”

“ . . . .consum p tion  in the developed countries in h igher even 
w ith  th e ir sm aller share o f  the p o p u la tio n , th e ir con sum ptio n  
may w e ll represent over 80 per cent o f the w o rld  to ta l. ’ ”

“ There is no sign th a t an eventual end to  econom ic g row th  is 
envisaged, and indeed industria l economies appear to  b-eak 
dow n i f  g row th  ceases o r even slows, however high the absolute 
level o f  con su m p tio n .”

“ Inde fina te  g row th  o f  whatever type  cannot be sustained by 
‘f in i te ’ resources. Th is  is the nub o f the environm enta l 
pred icam ent. I t  is s till less possible to  m a in ta in  inde finate  
‘exp o n e n tia l’ g ro w th .”

“ The environm enta l predicam ent has come upon us so 
suddenly its so lu tio n  requires u rgent and radical measures, many 
o f w hich run coun te r to  values w h ich , in o u r industria l society 
we have been taught to  regard as fu n d a m e n ta l.”

“ We depend fo r  ou r survival on the p re d ic ta b ility  o f 
ecological processes.”

“ U n fo rtu n a te ly , we behave as i f  we knew no th ing  o f  the 
env ironm ent and had no conception  o f  its  p re d ic ta b il ity . . . . ”

. .  .We trem ble  over ou r w hea tfie lds and cabbage patches 
w ith  a desperate ba tte ry  o f  syn th e tic  chemicals, in an absurd 
a tte m p t to  im pede the opera tion  o f  the im m u tab le  “ la w ”  we 
have jus t m entioned — th a t all ecosystems tend tow ards s ta b ility , 
the re fo re  d ive rs ity  and c o m p le x ity , the re fo re  a grow ing num ber 
o f d iffe re n t p la n t and an im al species u n til a c lim ax o r op tim a l 
co n d itio n  is achieved. I f  we were clever, we w ou ld  recognise tha t 
successful long term  agricu ltu re  demands the achievem ent o f an 
a r tif ic ia l c lim ax , an im ita t io n  o f  the pre-existing ecosystem, so 
th a t the level o f  unw anted species cou ld  be co n tro lled  by those 
th a t d id  no harm  to  the crop -p lan ts .”

“ Instead we have pu t ou r m oney on p e s tic id es ,. . . .  ”
"W e kno w , however, th a t the com bined effects  o f  p o llu tio n  

and ha b ita t destruc tion  menace the survival o f no less than 280 
m am m al, 350  b ird , and 20 ,000 p la n t species. T o  those who 
regret these losses b u t greet them  w ith  the com m ent th a t the 
survival o f  ‘ H om o sapiens’ is surely m ore im p o rta n t than th a t o f 
an eagle o r a prim rose, we repeat th a t 'H o m o  sapiens’ h im se lf 
depends on the con tinued  resilience o f  those ecological ne tw o rk  
o f  w h ich  eagles and prim roses are integral parts. We do n o t need 
to  u tte r ly  destroy the ecosphere to  bring catastrophe upon 
ourselves: all we have to  do is to  carry on as we are, clearing 
forests, “ rec la im ing”  w etlands, and im posing su ff ic ie n t 
qu an tities  o f pesticides, rad ioactive m aterials, plastics, sewage, 
and indu s tria l wastes upon ou r a ir, w ater, and land systems to  
make them  inhosp itab le  to  the  species on w hich th e ir con tinued 
s ta b ility  and in te g rity  depend.”

“ By now i t  should be clear th a t the main problem s o f the 
env ironm ent do no t arise fro m  tem porary  and accidental 
m a lfunctions o f ex is ting  econom ic and social systems. On the 
co n tra ry , they are the w arn ing signs o f a pro found 
in c o m p a tib ility  between deeply rooted beliefs in con tinuous 
g row th  and the dawning recogn ition  o f  the earth as a space ship, 
lim ite d  in its resources and vulnerable to  thoughtless 
m ishandling .”

The above are a series o f  qu o ta tio ns  taken fro m  “ A  B luep rin t 
fo r  S urv iva l”  published in  “ The E co lo g is t”  January 1972.

M alco lm  Patterson

EXERCISE

YOUR LEGAL R IG H T

Register as a Conscientious Objector

For information write or phone 
Christian Pacifist Society,or Society of Friends,. 
12 Frost Road, 18 Ely Avenue,
Auckland 4. Auckland 5
695-541 545-109



MORE NAUSEA
STATEMENT FROM THE CAPPING 

CONTROLLER
CONTRARY t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  M r  C h a n  a n d  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n s  g i v e n  b y  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  S . G . M .  o n  
T h u r s d a y  J u n e  2 2 n d ,  I  w a s  n o t ,  a n d  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  
o f f e r  m y s e l f  a s  a  f a t t e d  c a l f  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e .  
M y  w h o l e  p o l i c y ,  a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  p u r s u e  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  m y  o w n  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e ,  i s  t o  t a k e  m a j o r  
d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  p o l i c y  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  
o f  s m a l l  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  ( E x e c ,  C r a c c u m ,  A d m i n  B o a r d ,  
S u b c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  P u s h y  S o c i e t i e s )  a n d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  I  a m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  m y  
f u t u r e  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  g r o u p ,  b u t  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  d o  
s o  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p o l i c y  p r e c e d e n t  t h a t  I  
t h i n k  w i l l  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  U n i o n  a s  a  
w h o l e  b u t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  
p l a y  n o  p a r t  i n  s t u d e n t  a f f a i r s .  I  s t i l l  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  c a n  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  i n f o r m  
t h e m s e l v e s  a b o u t  m a j o r  i s s u e s  i s  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  i s s u e s  a s  
c o n t e n t i o u s  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o  t h a t  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e a c t i o n  
r e s u l t s  i n  w i d e  p u b l i c i t y  o f  a l l  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c a s e .

I  m o v e d  t h e  m o t i o n  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k  f i r s t ,  
a n d  I  h o p e d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  a c t i o n ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e  c a s e  p r o p e r  t o  t h o s e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  g i v e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I  h o p e d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  c l a s h  o f  
s w o r d s  b e t w e e n  r i v a l  f a c t i o n s ,  I  h o p e d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s  a n d  r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  c a m e  o u t ,  
o f f e r e d  t o  u s  a s  l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n t  f o r  a n d  a g a i n s t .  I  h o p e d  
t o  a v o i d  b l a t a n t  l i e s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  a s  f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e .

I  c r a p p e d  o u t .
N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r  w a s  a  s h a m e l e s s  

f a r c e .  I ’ m  g l a d  t h a t  G o r d o n  a n d  H e a t h e r  c a n  n o w  
o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  “ c o n f i d e n c e ”  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  —  
w i t h  a l l  t h a t  e n t a i l s .  I ’ m  s o r r y  t h e y  h a d  t o  l o s e  t h e i r  p a y  
t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  b u t  i t ’ s  a  s m a l l  “ p r i c e  t o  p a y  f o r  f r e e  
s p e e c h ” .

E v e r y o n e  o v e r - r e a c t e d  s h a m e l e s s l y .  |
I t  w a s  a  g o o d  s h o w ,  w a s n ’ t  i t .  ^ e A ^ -
I  c a n ’ t  a p o l o g i s e  —  I  p r o m i s e  t o  d o  i t  a g a i n ,  w h a t e v e r  

h a p p e n s .
— Neil Newman.

D U R IN G  M Y  S C H O O L D A Y S  I  W H S
T H K A 5 H £ D  E M B .R V  D A Y  / ^ N D  

^ A IJ O Y E -D  I T  ■

THE LITTLE RED RIP-OFF
Things are looking lucrative 

for Little Red School Book 
and Little White Book 
publisher Alister Taylor. Four 
editions of the LRSB in NZ 
(75,000 copies) and an intial 
printing run of 80,000 in 
Australia should clear at least 
$50,000 for Taylor according 
to conservative estimates.

In Adelaide some people 
(who best remain unnamed for 
fear of Taylor's legal prowess) 
published the Big Red

Exercise Book which printed 
for four pages of the LRSB at 
a time. It was given away free. 
And in Sydney the book has 
been reprinted in tabloid form 
and is being distributed feely. 
Some radical groups deserve 
credit for making it easier for 
those to whom the book was 
directed -  school children -  
to get the book at a realistic 
cost. According to some 
estimates Taylor could have 
produced his LRSB for 50 
cents retail.

AMS.

CENSORSHIP AT THE HERALD HOSPITALISED
The Sunday Herald (the people who brought you Germaine 

Greer) had the idea of bringing South African (non-racial) Rugby 
union president Abdul Abass, to this country. The invitation was 
issued by CARE secretary Tom Newnham -  and Mr Abbas said 
he’d be glad to come except that a conference of his union 
would have to make the final decision.

The Sunday Herald said that they would be glad to pick up 
the tab if he did decide to come. But twelve hours later, Mr 
Michael Horton who has recently taken over the reigns at the 
Herald abruptly cancelled the tour.

To impress his point, Horton ordered that neither paper 
would give the invitation any publicity. Not a word appeared 
although it was big news on local radio stations.

Alternative News Service.

special notice
A.U.S.A. has an Insurance Scheme.
N.Z.U.S.A. also has an Insurance Scheme.
Both claim to provide Life Assurance "at favourable 
rates".
A it  there's quite a difference!
For quotes, ring 74-197. No charge, no obligation.

DEAN’S LECTURE 
HIPPOCRATES OR HYPOCRISY?

Against the background o f the Hippocratic Oath and its 
implications Kingsley Mortimer w ill discuss the present day 
position o f medicine, from a personal point o f view. He will 
attempt to indicate what medicine in the modern world can 
do, and what it has no hope o f doing. In the same context 
he w ill discuss the present medical course, its virtues and its 
failings.

Professor Mortimer w ill review medicine as “ the 
impossible profession” , lacking, as it is currently structured, 
any implicit commitment to the philosophical or the 
religious dimensions o f mankind. In this regard he will 
touch on the morality o f prescribing, the difference 
between MEDICINE and DOCTORS, why people are 
“ cured, but no better” , and the abuse o f discovery. These 
criteria underline his view o f the ‘mountain o f useless 
therapy.”

Mortimer js a University Gold Medalist in English 
Literaure and Ethnology, and graduated in Anthropology, 
Education and Medicine. He describes himself aditionally, 
as an “ amateur theologian.”

Place:
Date:
Time:

Gold Lecture Theatre, Medical School 
Wednesday, 12th ju ly  
11.30 a.m.

workers
PA. A 7 : i -  -A  INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 

REINSTATEMENT OF POLICY FOR THIS SCHOOL ON 
TOPICS WHICH ARE NOT OPEN FOR DISCUSSION IN 
THE CLASSROOM.

1. SEX either directly, or included in other activities, ie 
Hair and Germaine Greer.

2. RELIGION-other than statement of the religions of 
various peoples of the world as part of their lives. Be very 
careful you do not reveal your personal bias. Treat 
evolution very cautiously.

3. POLITICS—governments of the world may be studied 
but be sure your sources of reference are those that would 
be accepted by the majority of parents in this school.

—and be very wary about studying, closely and 
certainly with any bias, systems that are inimical to 
our basic existence as a democracy.

N.B. This society that our pupils live in and the society ol 
the world they live in, is so full of positively useful topics 
that there is no need for academic arguments about 
doubtful topics.

We will not muzzle our pupils but will guide them to the 
wealth of postively valuable topics available for discussion.

REMEMBER THESE PUPILS ARE STILL 
ESSENTIALLY CHILDREN.

Parents have a right to a say in the influence brought to 
bear on their children in the largely ‘captive’ nature of the 
classroom they learn in at school.

The Durable 
Editors: Heather Mclnnes 

Gordon Clifton

Photographies: John Miller

Advertising: James Sloane

Technical Editor: Jim Laing

COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE MUST REACH US 
TODAY, TYPED AND DOUBLE SPACED.

Published by the Craccum A d m in is tra tio n  Board fo r  the 
p rop rie to rs , the  A uck land  U n ive rs ity  S tuden t's  Association 
and p rin te d  by the  W anganui C hron ic le  Co. L td ., at the 
p rin te rs ' w o rks , corner o f Cam pbell and W icksteed Places, 
Wanganui.

W ANTA MOTORCYCLE
look no further

Beware when you get old, ill and on the pension and in need of 
hospitalisation. For you will find that you are not eligible for free 
hospitalisation (admittance to Cornwall) if you have more than the 
grand total of $300 in the bank. If you do happen to have more 
then the only alternative is to enter a private hospital at which the 
fees are not Government controlled and vary between $32 and $70 
per week. When you run out of savings you might be asked to sell 
your car if you still have one and put a mortgage on your house 
before being eligible to squeeze into over-crowded, understaffed 
Cornwall Geriatric.

Many doctors that practise and include private hospital visits 
have financial interests in the private hospital that they recommend 
to their patients. We live in a Welfare State.

Laurie Summer Ltd for the best line of 
Kawasaki and Honda bikes from Mini's 
to Super bikes

All models always vn stock 
Lowest terms available 
Good selection of used bikes priced 
from $200 up,
3 month guarantee on majority of 
used machines.

All models always in stock

83 M t Eden Rd. (Ph 74320)
275 Queen St., Onehunga (ph 666-249).
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O ldpark, D undona ld  and L isburn Road, and the fa ta l blast at a 
C atho lic  pub in D urham  Street, cou ld all be s illy  m istakes by the 
IR A . So also cou ld  exp losions a t a C a tho lic  school and many 
C atho lic  homes in  Belfast be accidents o r errors.

W e lling ton ’s E V E N IN G  POST (Ju ly  29, 1970) carried a 
N Z P A —Reuter re po rt on the bom bing  o f homes belonging to  the 
Grand Master o f  the Orange O rder in U lster and a Protestant 
High C ou rt Judge. Fo r some curious reason it  claimed th a t ‘ Last 
n ig h t’s were the  f irs t to  have been set o f f  at the home o f 
p ro m in e n t Irishm en ’ . Curious, because the homes o f many U lster 
c it iz e n s —p rom ine n t by T H E  B E L F A S T  T E LE G R A P H  
standards—were bom bed or destroyed by fire  in the previous 
m onths.

On A p r il,  29 , 1970 the home o f M r R ichard Ferguson, 
P rotestant cham pion o f C iv il R ights; ex m em ber o f  the Orange 
O rder: ex m em ber o f  the U n ion is t G overnm ent, was destroyed 
by a bom b. The previous O ctober M r Ferguson was hounded ou t 
o f  Parliam ent because he had resigned fro m  the Orange O rder 
o u t o f sym pa thy w ith  the C a tho lic  m in o r ity . M r A us tin  Currie, 
C atho lic  M.P., lost his home to  a te rro r is t bom b (M arch 9). L ike 
M r Ferguson he had received num erous threats to  his life  from  
the U lster V o lun tee r Force. The previous m onth  (February 9) 
the home o f Miss Sheelagh Murnagham a fo rm er L iberal M.P. 
was bom bed. The NZBC re port o f  th is  outrage infe rred C atho lic  
g u ilt,  the fo u r men w ho w en t to  ja il fo r  the o ffence were 
supporters o f M r Paisley.

In  an e d ito ria l on the te rro r bom bing TH E  B E LFA S T 
T E LE G R A P H , a libera l P rotestant paper, an illu s trio us  paper, 
w ro te  on February 4, 1970: ‘Once upon a tim e  every bom b 
outrage in N o rthe rn  Ire land was au tom a tica lly  a ttr ib u te d  to  the 
IR A . I t  was un iversally acknow ledged as a self-defeating 
cow ard ly  fo rm  o f p ro tes t w h ich  d id  m ore to  un ite  people in 
op pos ition  to  te rro rism  than to  advance the a n ti-p a r tit io n is t 
cause. Today, the  p ic tu re  is very d iffe re n t. F o u r blasts in Belfast 
since the New Year are p la in ly  the w o rk  o f  extrem ists  on the 
o th e r side o f  the fence, dem onstra ting  in a crude, c rim ina l and 
equally senseless way against the forces o f  m odera tion  and fa ir 
p lay ’ .NORTHERN IRELAND

A FEW MONTHS AFTER THE STRUGGLE FOR 
CIVIL RIGHTS IN Ulster h it the world headlines the 
water mains serving Belfast were blasted by dynamite, 
rendering a city prone to arson—open to destruction. 
NZPA-REUTER (DOMINION 26.4.69) and the NZBC 
reported: The attacks have been widely blamed upon 
extremist elements among the m inority Catholic 
community’. THE DOMINION, May 3, carried an article 
on Ulster which fixed the blame on the IRA.

When Samuel Stevenson, dsiciple o f the Rev. Ian 
Paisley and self-styled Commander o f the Ulster 
Volunteer Force—an illegal extremist Protestant
organisation — was found guilty (December 5, 1969) and 
sentenced to twelve years imprisonment for the crime, 
Reuter and its outlets were strangely silent. (They were 
far from silent a few weeks later when Bernadette Devlin 
was sentenced to six months in the same courtroom. 
December 22.) New Zealanders were told, ‘Police think 
the IRA were responsible’, THE DOMINION (Sept. 10 
1970) published an article on the alleged IRA invasion 
of London, ‘ But now that it is here, it is much more 
violent than anything expected by Scotland Yard or the 
Home Office, and could grow more violent still!

The 32 nd f lo o r  o f  L o n d o n ’s Post O ffice  T ow er was 
shattered by a bom b on O ctober 31 last. The N Z P A -R E U T E R  
and the NZBC gave massive p u b lic ity  to  an alleged claim  o f 
responsibility by ‘The K ilb u rn  Branch’ o f the IR A . NZBC T V

ne tw ork  news 7pm Novem ber 3, reported th a t ‘ a caller w ith  an 
Irish accent warned o f  the b o m b ’ . B ritish  papers carried the 
alleged claim  by the IR A , they also carried a c la im  by the ‘ A ngry 
Brigade’ c la im ing respons ib ility  fo r  the bom bing. TH E  TIM E S  
(L ondo n  Nov. 2) d iffe red  fro m  the NZBC in th a t it  reported “ a 
caller w ith  an u n id en tifia b le  accent warned o f  the b o m b .”

I t  is in te resting to  note th a t at th a t tim e  tw o  central figures 
in ‘ The A ngry  Brigade’, Jack Prescott, an Englishman and Jack 
Purdie, a Scot, were standing tr ia l on charges o f  te rro r bom bing  
in B rita in . A few  weeks later Prescott was sentenced to  15 years 
im prisonm ent fo r  his misuse o f high explosives. O ur news-media 
were strangely s ilent.

N Z P A -R E U T E R  did however re port th a t M cG urks tavern in 
Belfast in w hich 15 C atholics were k illed  ‘ was blasted by a 
guerilla  bo m b ’ . ‘G a lle ry ’ , as a backgrounder, resurrected the IR A  
o f h a lf a cen tury  ago. What fa iled to  emerge is the fa c t tha t 
scarcely a C atho lic  owned ho te l o r licensed premises is le ft 
standing in Belfast, a fte r three years o f te rro r bom bing  and arson 
by supporters o f  the w o rld ’s most reactionary Tories. We were 
to ld  the bom b was intended fo r  an IR A  target, b u t w ent o f f  
acc identa lly  in the tavern. The O ctober bom bing o f a C a tho lic  
o ff-licence a t A rdoyne  like  the bom bing  o f  C a th o lic  shops at

When R igh t Wing U nion ists called fo r in te rnm e n t o f 
C atholics fo llo w in g  the m urder o f  the three B ritish  soldiers in 
March 1971, TH E  B E L F A S T  T E LE G R A P H , in an e d ito ria l, 
b lu n tly  said (M arch 15) th a t in te rnm e n t o f  suspected IR A  
should no t be in troduced unless ‘ i t  was applicable also to  the 
U lster V o lun tee r Fo rce .’

The fac t is th a t there was no te rro r is t a c tiv ity  by the IR A  
fro m  O ctober 1968 when the tro ub le  began u n til June 1970, 
when the Conservative and U n ion is t Party -  to  give it  its o ff ic ia l 
t it le  — grasped the  reins o f  power in B rita in .

(M r Heath and his ju n ta  then sold o u t to  the Orange Tories o f 
U lster, jus t as surely as they recently  sold o u t to  the W hite 
Tories in Rhodesia — w ith  v ir tu a lly  the same results).

Over the past few  years C a tho lic  homes, schools, churches, 
business premises, pubs, o ffices , have all been targets fo r  the 
te rro r bombers o f  the U lster V o lun tee r Force. Liberal 
P rotestants and non-secretarian organisations have also been 
hammered.

BY IRISH C IVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (NZ), BOX 
1595, AUCKLAND.

THE ABSURD
Who would deny the reality of the absurd in our 

world today? We are involved in a society of distorted 
values, unbalanced perspectives and superficial 
emphases.

We heard the words of Sir Roy Jack recently, as he upheld 
feminity’ (of a strictly physical nature) on the ‘Miss New 
Zealand Show’. He unnecessarily criticised those girls who 
Worship at the altar of scruffiness and go in demonstrations’. 
What a narrow and superficial judgment, categorising those girls 
who happen to give priority in their lives to something other 
than the female stereotype of a judgmental society! So 
characteristic of a materially-orientated value system such as the 
one we live in, is the tendency of all people, both young and old, 
to assess others purely by what can be seen externally. We are 
preoccupied with the physical and for some reason, we seem to 
assume that a person is wholly and accurately reflected in his 
style of dress and personal appearance. Society says ‘keep up the 
image, conform to the norm’ and then miraculously, we 
somehow become ‘decent’ people. One of the curses of our day, 
is the tendency to damn people by association. This is illustrated 
by the thought behind "Gill’s Bill’ of last year, where the 
implication is that anyone associating with a drug-user is 
necessarily exactly the same breed of character and behaviour

pattern. Such legislation leaves little room for personal altruism, 
or for unprejudiced human communication between different 
types of people.

Obviously, man has always been prone to judge by association 
and appearance. Certainly we all do it, often without thinking or 
recognising it. But we can so easily and wrongly assume an 
identity of motive and outlook in personal attitude simply by 
taking people as we find them in initial confrontation. In a 
depersonalised society where the increasing emphasis is on 
material values, a natural consequence is that people lose the art 
of relating to each other in a meaningful way. We are so 
dominated by the pressures of time and ‘necessary’ routine that 
we never take time out to get to know each other; we know only 
the superficial person, the facades, the image, the half-person. 
Consequently we pass inaccurate judgments on one another, 
simply because we don’t know each other.

We damn a man because he wears an R.S.A. badge and has a 
picture of the Springboks on his mantelpiece. Obviously we do 
not agree with some of his convictions, but there must be more 
to a character than those beliefs. We should learn to appreciate 
each other despite our differences and where conscience calls us 
to stand apart, we must do so in love, not in bitterness. If only 
we could have a beautiful and emancipated society where we 
could all interact joyfully, regardless of race, class, culture, age 
and political conviction. One can see this ability in the historical 
character of Jesus-an unselfconsciousness of spirit that enabled 
him to move freely amongst all classes of people, despite their 
life-style or belief. See him, for instance, as he breaks down all 
prejudice while in conversation with ‘the woman at the well’ 
(John 4:8—32). Firstly, she was a Samaritan whilst Jesus was a 
Jew. The races were enemies, but Jesus broke the racial barrier. 
Secondly, she was a woman, Jesus was a man, and they lived in a 
culture of imposed female inferiority-Jesus did the ‘indecent’ 
thing and rose above the walls of sexual discrimination. Thirdly, 
the woman was a moral and social outcast, for she had had five 
husbands and the one she was living with at that time was not 
her husband. JeSus did not commend her behaviour, but he

broke the rules of human prejudice and befriended an ostracised 
and alienated woman. Jesus ignored those factors which make 
for human discrimination; he was not content to see the woman 
at surface level but went beyond externals to the real person. 
Simultaneously he was able to interact with those at the other 
end of the social scale-the self-righteous, the aristocrats, the 
religious and political leaders, the legal experts-he was able to 
meet freely with them without being cramped by the prejudices 
that dominate our attitudes. Certainly, he did at times condemn 
their hypocrisy; but he knew and understood people. So often 
we condemn people merely from what we see or hear in first 
impressions, we condemn without knowing the real reason.

We need the love that Jesus gives today to govern our 
relationships and attitudes. We need to withhold superficial 
judgment on other people and learn instead to love and 
appreciate and criticise constructively. Criticism without love is 
self-defeating. Lcve must be our sole motive and inspiration for 
there is no authentic revolution until there is a revolution of 
love. A loveless revolution is necessarily divorced from the needs 
and aspirations of the people.

There is no way, but to live in the love of the self-giving Jesus. 
This is essence of real revolution and life.

-  NATALIE YULE.

WORK & BOARD OFFERED
One or two girls interested in free 
accommodation in return for some light 
house-cleaning and clerical work (4-5 hours per 
week), the work to be split between them.
One girl must be able to take care of young boy 
during August holidays, wage to be agreed upon 
for the holidays.
If you're interested Write to P.O. Box 6589, 
Wellesley Street.







THE FILE ON GRAFITTI
T h is  f i le  on  g ra f f i t i  is te r r ib ly  b iased : be ing  fe m a le  I 

have o n ly  had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  ana lys ing  th e  c rea tions  
fo u n d  in  th e  La d ie s ’ ; be ing  to  som e degree a c rea tu re  o f  
h a b it I have o n ly  c o n ce n tra te d  on th e  b lo c k  o f  loos th a t I 
fre q u e n t. I d id  take  a sam ple lo o k  a t one lo o  on  th e  
m ezzan ine  f lo o r  o f  th e  lib ra ry  and a n o th e r near B28 b u t 
the  o ffe r in g s  w ere ve ry  m eagre. F u r th e r  to  a ll th is , I a d m it 
to  be ing  biased in  m y  cho ice  o f  w h a t to  reco rd  in  th e  f ile ,  
so baby  i f  y o u r  l i t t le  in te lle c tu a l gem was o v e rlo o k e d  I 
suggest y o u  spice i t  up  a l i t t le .

By now I imagine th a t you have been teased s u ff ic ie n tly  to  be 
landed w ith  the data, nam ely the actual site and choice spots fo r a 
good read to  pass the tim e . A fte r  reading th is I imagine th a t the 
b lock o f loos in question w ill be inundated w ith  callers, male and 
fem ale, prudes and voyeurs a like , f ig h tin g  to  see in liv ing  p r in t 
some honest-to-goodness c re a tiv ity . Oh w hat rap tu re ! The Jeyes 
com pany w ill need to  set up shop in the corner.
TH E A C T U A L  S IT E : the b lock  righ t under the U.B.S., jus t along 
from  the rear en try  to  the m ilk -bar.
THE CH O IC E SPOTS: in the le ft ro w , to ile ts  1 , 2 , 3 ,  4, (as fo r  5 I 
don ’t  kno w , I ’ve never seen there cause i t ’s to o  fa r to  go when 
y o u ’re in a h u rry ). The row  on the r igh t side is p re tty  m ild  in 
com parison. Perhaps the to ile t row  one frequents is evidence o f 
p o litica l sym pathies, anyw ay the r ig h t (Conservy) side can really 
on ly  boast o f having tw o  loos w o rth  a s it-in  — numbers 1 and 5. 
(note to  eager-beavers ready to  storm  the loos tha t the num bering 
system used here denotes the f irs t  loo  you come to  as num ber 1 
anti the ones nearest the m irro rs as num ber 5) Well now fo r  some 
t i t i l la t in g ly  tan ta liz ing  t itb its . A w arn ing to  m onors th a t some o f 
these pieces are outrageous, scandelous, depraving and altogher 
helluva good reading, so d o n ’t th ro w  down the paper at th is 
crucial m om ent.

i t . ”  answered w ith  expert w it  by  a soul w ho  qu ips “ N o t a baby 
an yw a y.”  That is tru ly  m agn ificen t th a t one, a proper gem, bang 
on even.

A deep cog ita to r has inscribed: I w il l make sacrifices fo r  no 
one and likew ise I w il l  n o t p e rm it anyone to  make sacrifices fo r  
me: th is  is called ra tiona l ego ism .”  (you  be tte r believe it ) .

A sensual type  declares “ A good *u c k  is the answer to  
e ve ry th ing ”  ( *  = f)  A sm a rty -fa rty  p leasure-kille r had to  chuck 
back: “ E xcept the po pu la tio n  e xp lo s io n .”  (w it ty  I ’ ll ad m it bu t 
I ’ m a poor carpe diem hedonist) A  freedom -love r suggests: 
“ L ibe ra te  you rse lf, Love everyone, male, fem ale o r 
he rm ap h ro d ite ”  (uh-duh yeah I saw one a vem in F e llin i’s 
S a tyricon) A good o l ’ generaliser declares: "M ill io n s  o f  l i t t le  good 
people cause m ore harm  than a few  big bad peop le .”  (w h ich  o f 
course can be taken how  you please, even b o ilin g  dow n to  you r
idea o f  such vagueisms as ‘go od ’ , ‘ bad’ , ‘b ig ’ ----------‘h a rm ’ , ‘ l i t t le ’
and o f  course the term  ‘ people ’ ). As expected th is  decla ra tion  was 
countered: "H o w  can you  say th a t, in  the face o f evidence such as 
S ta lin , H it le r , e tc .”  Needless to  say th a t a t tim e  o f  typ in g  th is  up 
no counter-a ttack had been launched by the in it ia l w r ite r , so I 
w o n ’ t say it.

Last and least to  be m entioned concern ing loo  no. One, is a 
heavily scrawled com m ent done in green th ic k -tip p e d  fe lt pen, 
m aking a connection between Craccup and Father Mao. Go take a 
peek i f  y o u ’re bo thered. T h ere ’s l it t le  to  d iffe re n tia te  between the 
last tw o  on the le ft  side—nam ely num bers 3 and 4. Both w ou ld  
probab ly earn a 3.5 2 star ra ting . B u t I ’ ll s tart at 3 cause th a t ’s 
where I made a dazzling c o n tr ib u t io n .

Y ou see, someone had plastered the door w ith  “ The o n ly  hope 
is dope .”  and th is jam m ed in m y head aw h ile—the w ords no t the 
dope, and somehow m y righteous m ind  w ronged the rhym e and it  
came o u t: “ The on ly  dope is hope .”  W hat w it  I th o u g h t, and so on 
re tu rn in g  to  num ber 3 I sho t an arrow  over to  the dopey declar

We’ll s ta rt w ith  the le ft because good o l ’ biased be says so. A nd 
here each loo  w ill be listed in o rder o f  m e rit, a lthough I realise 
tha t th is  p in p o in tin g  o f  places w ill result in enorm ous queues o f  
gawkers. The best on the le ft is u n doub ted ly  N U M B ER  TW O (no. 
2) (duo) (duex) (zw ei) G o t it?  ? ? ?

A nd th is  de lig h tfu l l i t t le  gallery starts bo ld ly  w ith : “ L iberate  
love fro m  the chains o f  se xu a lity ”  to  w hich someone rep lied : 
“ T ha t's  d if f ic u lt ,  you  need he lp w ith  th a t.”  and another said: 
“ R ight on sister! Sex w ith o u t m utua l respect and love is a b ou t as 
exc iting  as w ip ing  y o u r ass.”  B u t the o rig ina l w r ite r re turned to  
restate her case, w hich bo th  com m enters had in d iffe re n t ways 
m isunderstood, saying: "W ha t I mean—as fa r as y o u r com m ent 
goes (a rrow  to  f irs t re p ly ) is th a t love anyone-regard less o f the ir 
sex, though I agree w ith  th is .”  (arrow  to 2nd re p ly ). Then the re ’s 
“ We d o n ’t  need a b u llsh it press,”  (w ho  said we did?) and “ Say it  
loud , Gay is p ro u d ”  (ca tchy) and one m ixed-up soul w ho w rites " I  
know  th a t I also share the g u ilt th rough w ritin g  on here bu t th is  
does no t mean I condone it. W hat o th e r way can I say just 
th is—w e ’re n o t ch ild ren  an ym ore .”  ( try  tha t one fo r  size).

Im agination is displayed in th is  beauty: “ Y o u ’re on ly  treated 
like a reproductive  machine i f  yo u  act like  one.”  A devotee claims 
"Sex satisfies the bo dy . Jesus satisfies the soul. A c id  satisfies 
b o th ,”  w hich was countered by : “ Jesus hooks you  to  he lp you . 
W hat about a c id ”  (I can ’t  help fee ling here th a t we humans are 
p ic tu red  ra ther like  fishes chasing ba it). Somewhere in the upper 
le ft hand pa rt o f  the door is th is  one p a rtly  obscured: “ T h e re ’s 
no th ing  w a n e  than a fem ale w ho w rites  on to ile t  w a lls .”  A  curious 
k itte n  asked "W h y  fem ale”  to  be to ld  “ Because I ’m a m ale”  (ah-ha 
wonders w ill never cease.) B ut m eanwhile an enraged fem ale 
blasted the in it ia l sta tem ent w ith :  “ F-ing rubbish. W hat abou t our 
males w ho rape and k i l l . ”

Near the b o tto m  o f  th is  w o n d e rfu l doo r y o u ’ll f in d : “ I f  you  
th in k  you  w ilt  en joy the ro le o f  housew ife , never do ing anyth ing  
else, read T he  Fem in ine M ys tiq u e ’ and th in k  again.”  (s^und 
advice com ing  fro m  e ither a sincere sister o r a shareholder in the 
publish ing f irm .)  Last, b u t fa r fro m  least, in fa c t i t ’s close to  most, 
cause th is  one go t the m ost replies, so get set, b ite  y o u r tongue, 
go: “ Join me—you  can be the man and I ' l l  be the w om a n .”  A 
delighted reader sent in th is re p ly : “ O oo yes please.”  A disgusted 
prude spat o u t: “ Igno ran t b itc h ” . A  sc ientis t added “ The on ly  
satisfying p o s it io n  is w om an superio r.”  A frus tra ted  observer 
wailed: “ Ofc come on you have missed the p o in t.”  and I had a real 
p icn ic reacting Loo N um ber T w o  (2) II etc. (F ive Star 
recom m enda tion). N ext best is num ber one on the le ft side. This 
certa in ly  & no t the haunt o f ou r m ost p ro lif ic  radicals bu t the re ’s 
some true f r m s  there, so i t  gets a fo u r star ra ting . Here we go t 
then: ' ‘Lode thy local lesbian. Who know s w h o /w h a t may come o f

*" f t  •

and penned m y version. Soon bo th  sides evoked response fro m  the 
generally mindless m a jo r ity . The dope-pusher was in fo rm ed  “ W ait 
t i l l  you  have a bum m er, I k n o w .”  and “ W hich is to o  dopey and 
on ly  fo r  dopeys.”  I was praised w ith : “ Yeah I ’ve been on the dope 
tr ip  sister, and I te ll yo u , i t ’s a dead-end t r ip . ”  (encore fo r  those 
hard at hearing—“ i t ’s a dead-end t r ip ” — bu t then so is d riv in g  i f  
y o u ’re’ go ing to  the cem etery, joke  get it? ).

“ T h ank  you fo r  g ra f f i t i . ”  is the expression o f  a s im ple, 
wholesom e being, “ ls lesbianism un fe tte re d .”  questions an 
undecided Sappho or a hetero in terested in a new deal.

“ The meaning o f life  is the ce lebration o f i t . ”  another hedonist 
declares herself and creates in the to ile t as pa rt o f  her never-ending 
pa rty . Last and qu ite  cyn ica l, fro m  num ber 3 e ither is an apt 
sum m ary o f  g ra ff or jus t lig h t com ic re lie f: “ A nd  they opened 
th e ir m ouths and speaketh fo r th  crap .”  One more is a line in a 
c ritiqu e  w ritte n  by Cleanth Brooks on E lio t ’s Waste Land. The 
person w ho inscribed i t  cannot, c la im  o r ig in a lity  bu t good taste: 
“ Love is the aesthetic o f  sex; lust is the  science.”

N um ber fo u r, last on the lis t fo r  the le ft ,  has an unparalle led
com m ent to  boast o f:  “ Sally M --------is gorgeous.”  Wowee i f  o l ’
Sail is alive and s till p lodd ing  the concrete on campus she ou gh t to  
be ecstatic at such praise. R igh t on S a il!! Send us a p h o to  o f  yo u r 
gorgeousness. “ W hat is the p o in t o f  m o b iliz in g? ”  w rites 
Bew ildered. A true rad answer is supp lied : T o  dem onstra te .”

A lesbian new ly spurred to  ignore the c r it ic  and be proud 
beams fo r th :  “ I am a lesbian and I love i t . ”  A  d isg run tled  hetero 
assumedly, replies “ W hy broadcast i t —o th e r people d o n ’t 
broadcast th e ir tendencies.”  A  sym path is ing hetero adds; “ I ’m 
n o t, b u t good luck  to  yo u  anyw ay s ister.”  A  Sapphic com rade 
inv ites: “ See you  at a gay lib  m eeting then dearie .”  W onderfu l 
com m un ica tion  made possible by the courtesy o f  a handy to ile t  
d o o r!!

A nd  th a t’s i t  fro m  the le ft .  As I said, the r igh t is a d ry  side, one 
do o r over there has’n t go t a lo ck , and i t ’s so d im  over there th a t 
y o u ’ll s tra in you r eyes and ha fta  wear specs like  me. Loos one and 
five  are w o rth  a one tim e  scan, b u t I w o n ’t  go in to  details now . 
Perhaps a righ t-w inger w ou ld  like  to  do a com parative file . Oh and 
le t ’s hear som ething p rin tab le  fro m  the gents, i f  they dare le t o u t 
any o f  th e ir trade punch-lines.

Th is file  comes to  you by sweat o f  one unvocife rous maureen 
thom pson, w ho a fte r m eekly suggesting at Fo rum  th a t a g ra ff it i 
wall be arranged, was heartened by the great in te rest (a t least 30 
ayes in the vote) bu t fou nd  th a t walls are beaurocra tica lly  
ordained to  be nude, concrete unpre ten tious and walls. Many 
thanks fo r  the interest. H earty reading to  yuh  all and be len ien t on 
the Jeyes please.

m aureen th o m p so n .

On The Discovery of 
Cancer Cells in the Body

—a short story by M YKE JOHNSON 
I am confronted with absurdity and decay. 

Objective knowledge of this does not, howevei, 
facilitate any relaese but rather prevents it. I 
therefore overcome by a powerlessness which holds 
here and precludes movement. Alternatives narrow to 
vanishing point and leave me stranded within 
confines of a single probability.

W hat fascinates me at the  m o m en t is the man s ittin g  opposi 
me. We are alone in th is  place w ith  its red and w h ite  tiles, sterf 
e ffe c t w indow s and the  featureless doors o f  the  lifts . He 
s ittin g , as I am , on a steel red-cushioned cha ir in the  awkai 
bored posture o f a man w a iting . He has a clean gauze patch 
one eye. I t  is strange fo r  i t  looks as i f  all the in te n s ity  o f his 
has been transferred to  his good eye, w h ich , when fixe d  on 
ob je c t pierces i t  . . .  I cannot describe th is  b u t i t  makes mefi 
uneasy.

I w o u ld  like  to  spend tim e  describ ing the  relationshi 
between th is  man and I fo r  i t  seems to  have significam 
de term inded the  q u a lity  o f th is  p a rticu la r patch o f tim e  in whidi 
we bo th  f in d  ourselves prisoners He is s ittin g  to o  fa r away fro® 
here fo r  me to  be able to  speak to  h im  n a tu ra lly . I w ou ld  haveto 
raise m y voice and th is  w ou ld  seem to o  strange. Perhaps I could 
get up and go and s it in the  cha ir beside h im  (in fact the 
s itua tion  seems to  requ ire  such an act) b u t th is  w ou ld  be bott 
to o  fr ie n d ly  and to o  revealing, a lthough once i t  were done I an 
sure i t  w ou ld  ease the inevitab le  tension between us. In factw 
bo th  feel th a t pecu liar embarassment th a t cannot be overcom 
by risk ing  fu r th e r  embarassment, despite the fac t that what 
conversation we cou ld  have w ou ld  be co m fo rtin g ly  predictable

The o n ly  so lu tio n  to  th is  p rob lem  is fo r  a w h ite  polite, 
professional figu re  to  emerge fro m  one o f the small doors to the 
le ft  o f the l i f t  and call one o f ou r names. In th is  case we will 
w ha t l i t t le  we have w h ich  is o n ly  the unspoken agreement that 
we are bo th  w a iting  fo r  th is  to  happen.

Perhaps he feels none o f these things. W hat w e share is purely 
w ha t we lack. A  coincidence o f tim e  and space soon to be 
fo rg o tte n .

, I am now  s ittin g  here alone. I do no t feel com fo rtab le . I keep 
staring at the em pty  cha ir he once occupied.

S ittin g  behind a desk across fro m  me, his face as smooth and 
as^taut as the stre tched skin across a b o il, sits the d o c to r—clinical 
starched w h ite  sh irt, p in k  lino le um . H sits in a brow n leather 
plush cha ir w h ile  I have a stainless steel (h o llo w  tubed) red 
cushioned cha ir, and th is  fa c t alone seems to  give h im  command 
Th is is obv ious ly  going to  be a set piece The room  is small, tody, 
unadorned, fu n c tio n a l (like  his face). His face is serious but I do 
no t ob jec t. I am q u ite  prepared to  acquiese to  any props or to 
any fra m ew ork  he wishes to  erect.

I w o u ld  like  to  go back and have a look  at the o th e r room to 
see i f  any o f the con figu ra tions have changed, b u t th a t would be 
to ta lly  inappropria te .

I s it here like  L o t ’s w ife .
He is ta lk in g  c ircum spectly , w ith  cautious o p tim ism . Between 

sentences his jaw  moves tensely sideways as i f  he is searching for 
a w o rd , the rig h t phrase, o r try in g  to  recall the next partofa 
w ell rehearsed speech. I apprecia te his tac t. I t  a llows me to grasp 
the fu l l  im p o rt o f w ha t he is saying w ith o u t having the facts too 
b ru ta lly  la id  be fore me. His manner is to ta lly  in keeping with the 
s itua tion  he is creating and I am grate fu l th a t he is taking the 
t im e —in such a s itua tion  he m ust be the  ringm aster and I the 
dw arf.

"Y o u  understand the  tre a tm e n t w ill be co n tin u e d .”
“ Yes, o f cou rse ."
I feel certa in  now  th a t th is  in te rv iew  is the cu lm ina tion  point 

o f a long series o f abd ications The in te rv iew  w ill confirm, 
fo rm alise, o ffic ia lise . I begin to  feel a sense o f re lie f, l am invited 
to  relax.

“ Every M onday and T h ursd ay—in the a fte rn o o n .”
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I t  is the  ritu a l o f  hope. Lie do w n here sir, p u t y o u r head back 
™ d re lax. Incantations are made, switches moved. The infected 
area is bom barded by thousands o f  t in y  particles th a t exist in a 
series o f  magic fo rm u las in  the  high priest's equations. If you 
stra in you  m ig h t hear th e ir  d is ta n t thu nde r in  the whir of 
c ircu its , a lthough I have no t heard them . When I get home I pin 
garlic across the do o r and wear a cross fo r  I am te rr ifie d  of death

L ike  candles under so ft breath the  d o c to r's  eyes waver and 
f in a lly  f lic k e r  to  the o th e r side o f  the ro om . I understand that a 
response fro m  me is now  called fo r.

"M y  w ife  . . . "  in m y  s itua tion  i t  is be tte r to  leave sentences 
un fin ished fo r  i t  a llow s the o th e r to  m ore fu l ly  pe rfo rm  his role.

"She know s.”
O f course I have know n fo r  a long tim e  — h in ts , whispers, 

hard looks, prepared faces—the  p a tien t always knows yet the 
e laborate deception goes on. I beilieve th a t leprosy, contrary to 
popu la r o p in io n , is contagious.

He o ffe rs  a na rco tic  to  ease the  pa in . T h a t w ou ld  be very 
nice. I sense fo r  the f irs t tim e  an uneasiness in h im , a possible 
sense o f fa ilu re  S om ehow  i t  has fa llen  on me to  pu t him at his 
ease. I am at a loss.

He rises to  p o lite ly  signal th a t the  in te rv iew  is over. From 
h im  there floods a sense o f re lie f. I shake his hand w hich is clean 
and k itche n  so ft. I m ust leave the  mechanics o f these last few 
in te rac tions to  h im  w ith  the  tru s t th a t i t  w il l be done simply and 
w ith  courtesy.

In the w a iting  room  I hesitate, as i f  som ething has been 
fo rg o tte n . The room  is e m p ty . Th rough the  w in d o w , in the west, 
the gorged ye llo w  sun. Late a fte rnoon  lig h t w ith  its odd and frail 
lu m in o s ity  has s o ft ly  l i t  the  w h ite  w a ll to  m y right. For a 
m om ent I am bathed in a pure silence w h ich  lif ts  me from this 
tim e  and place The room  seems incom ple te , as i f  I had half 
expected to  f in d  m y previous com pan ion  s ittin g  awkwardly in 
his o ld  place.

There is no reason w hy  he should be there.
I am co n fro n te d  w ith  absu rd ity  and decay yet am 

reconciled.
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WAGE LABOUR AND CAPITAL -  A CRITIQUE
Lawrence Southon

Tired of encountering Marxist effusions in Craccum 
and elsewhere, I have at last been motivated to take an 
example and show just why I find it so intellectually 
nauseating. The example is “ Wage Labour and Capital” 
by Marx himself, together with its introduction by 
Engels, as found in Selected Works pp64 93.

Wage Labour and Capital was published as a 
propaganda pamphlet for workers. I believe that such 
writings should be lucid and clear, free from confusions 
and contradictions of all kinds. Emotive rhetoric has its 
place, provided it is supported by rational argument. In 
the interests of clarity new concepts should always be 
given names which distinguish them clearly from familiar 
concepts with which they might be confused.

Engels says (p65) ' . .  . how vastly superior the uneducated 
workers, fo r whom one can easily make comprehensible the 
most d ifficu lt economic analyses, are to our supercilious 
“educated people’ ’ to  whom such intricate questions remain 
insoluble their whole life long.”  I do not share his belief in the 
intellectual superiority o f uneducated workers. There is however 
a grain of tru th  in his assertion: while an educated person may 
confidently reject “ the most d iff ic u lt economic analysis”  on 
account of the muddled th inking contained therein, an 
uneducated worker may not even notice this and w ill content 
himself w ith understanding the clear message that, whatever 
appears to be the case, employers always explo it workers, 
workers are noble, and all their demands are just.

My detailed comments on Wage Labour and Capital w ill be 
aimed at exposing its muddled th inking, factual errors, and 
persistent d istortion o f the most obvious economic facts to  
support the myth o f the worker who is always exploited and 
who is always right.

Engels accuses the economists (p66) o f tampering a little  w ith  
logic—a serious charge—in their attem pt to answer the question, 
“What is the cost o f production o f labour?”  The alleged 
tampering consists o f finding instead the cost o f production of 
the worker. Yet Engels quotes Marx (p68) to the effect that the 
cost of production o f labour coincides w ith the cost o f 
production o f the worker. So why the accusation?

"According to  the assertion o f classical economics, 
commodities are, on the average, sold at their values, that is, at 
prices corresponding to the amount o f necessary labour 
contained in them.”  (p67) Engels discusses a numerical example 
which clearly shows this assertion to  be false as it neglects the 
capitalist’s p ro fit. Engels however does. not question the 
assertion; he uses it  to  argue that the labourer “ has to make a 
present’ ’ (p69) to the capitalist o f a portion o f his day’s labour 
and in effect, that the capitalist has no right to any p ro fit. In the 
process he slips in an occasional highly emotive expression, such 
as“ . . .  the worker begins to drudge” . (p66) The quality o f the 
work experience is irrelevant to  this particular argument.

On page 69 we find  * .. . i t  is the working class alone which 
produces all values.”  Apparently the capitalist, as administrative 
executive, as personnel manager, sometimes as clerk, and above 
all as investor in a risky enterprise, contributes nothing to  the 
value of his products. This may be one way o f defining “ values” , 
but as any sort o f factual statement it  is quite untenable.

Engels refers (p70) to  " . . .  a large, propertyless class o f 
wageworkers”  as an essential evil o f capitalism, remediable only 
by revolution and a new social order. The conditions o f our own 
capitalist society prove Engels wrong. Even if  the term  
"property”  were restricted to the means o f production, the fact 
remains that today’s well-paid workers are free and able to  buy 
shares in industry. I f  they happen to prefer new cars or the 
T.A.B., that can hardly be blamed on the intrinsic structure o f 
capitalism.

Marx claims (p71) that “ . . .  every social reform remains a 
utopia until the proletarian revolution and the feudaiistic 
counter-revolution measure swords in a world war.”  Here he 
presents revolution as a necessary precondition o f all social 
reform, so that the working class has a humanitarian mission to 
make reform possible, even at the cost o f a world war. This 
makes good rhetoric but bad sense. The simple fact is, that social 
reforms do occur and have been occurring fo r a long time,, 
without waiting fo r revolutions.

Marx argues (p79) that wages, which are the price o f the 
worker’s labour, equals “ the cost o f existence and reproduction 
of the worker.”  He applies this not to  individual workers but to 
the class of workers on average, thus many workers get not 
enough for existence and reproduction while others get more 
than enough—and presumably reproduce just suffic iently to  
replace those less fortunate. This is clearly a description o f zero 
population growth enforced by low wages. However, since the 
population o f workers does increase, they must be getting more 
than enough for existence and replacement reproduction, which 
refutes Marx’s thesis.

"The existence o f a class-which possesses nothing but its 
capacity to labour is a necessary prerequisite o f capital.”  (p81)
The simple fact is that workers do own things—most own at least 
their own furn iture, and presumably this has always been the 
case. Some workers even own shares in industry. Yet capital 
exists.

Marx points out (p81) that the worker must produce means

o f subsistence to  replace those he consumes, and refers to this as 
“ noble reproductive power.”  In what sense is i t  notably noble? 
Just what does it  mean to say that the worker “ surrenders”  this 
power to the capitalist and thereby has “ lost it fo r himself” ? 
(p82) Certainly the worker surrenders time to the capitalist, but 
the power to  produce remains so long as the worker is f i t ,  well 
and employed. To adm it that this power is dependent upon 
employment is not to  say that i t  is lost to the worker—one could 
just as well say that the power is given to him by the employer.

“ The interests o f the capitalist and those o f the worker are 
. . .  one and the same, assert the bourgeois and their 
economists.”  (p82) Marx elaborates this point and says, ‘ . . . the 
better business is, the more workers does the capitalist need, the 
more dearly does the worker sell himself.”  This means simply 
tha t the price o f labour may rise above that o f the necessary 
measn o f subsistence, when the demand fo r labour is 
high—which is obviously true. However it  contradicts Marx’s 
previous assertion that ‘ the price o f (the worker’s) labour w ill, 
therefore, be determined by the price o f the necessary means o f 
subsistence.”  (p79) I take ‘determine”  in the absolute sense, so 
that i f  B is any quantity then ‘ A determines B”  means that 
nothing other than A affects B. Less rigid relations should be 
expressed by terms such as “ e ffect” , ‘ influence” , “ largely 
determine” , or ‘determ ination o f range o f variation” .

On closer inspection we find  that Marx is using “ determine”  
in a d ifferent sense, which I w ill show to be untenable in this 
case. Marx’s usage is shown in the fo llow ing quote (p78): ‘Wages 
w ill rise and fa ll according to the relation o f supply and demand 
. .  . W ithin these fluctuations, however, the price o f labour w ill 
be determined by the cost o f production”  (of the labour power.) 
It is clear from  this and other similar passages that Marx believes 
to be determined is not actual wages (or prices—the same 
argument applies), but the mean o f average about which the 
actual wages fluctuate. This usage could be tanable only if  this 
mean were well-defined, which it  is not. It could only be the 
mean o f actual wages over some period o f time and, given actual 
economic trends, this means w ill vary according to  the length o f 
the period considered. Actual economic trends are, o f course, 
irregular fluctuations o f varying duration superimposed on a 
long-term, varying increase in wages and prices.

“ To say that the interests o f capital and those o f the workers 
are one and the same is only to  say that capital and wage labour 
are tw o sides o f one and the same relation. The one conditions 
the other, just as usurer and squanderer condition each other,”  
(p83, my emphasis) Marx is here try ing to blur over the simple 
economic fact that, when business prospers and increases the 
demand fo r labour, wages usually rise. This blurring-over leads 
in to a passage supporting the demand o f workers, not so much 
fo r better wages and economic conditions, but rather fo r social 
status. The story o f the little  house and the palace makes this 
very clear, as does the statement (p83) “ Our desires and 
pleasures spring from  society; we measure them, therefore, by 
society and not by the objects which serve fo r the ir satisfaction. 
Because they are o f a social nature, they are o f a relative 
nature.”  To this point we w ill soon return.

Marx distinguishes three concepts o f wage: (p84—5)
Nominal wages: “ The money price o f labour” .
Real wages: The amount o f commodities that can be 

purchased w ith nominal wages.
Relative wages: This is the ratio o f nominal wages divided by 

the sum o f nominal wages and p ro fit.
However such clear definitions o f new terms are not to M arx’s 

taste. He prefers expressions like “ Wages are, above all, also 
determined by their relation to the gain to the p ro fit o f the 
capitalist—comparative, relative wages.”  (p84) This is not in the 
form  o f a defin ition at a ll—it purports to assert some empirical 
relation, w ithou t clearly saying what the relation is. This is 
typical o f Marx; i t  is unfortunate that he could not have been 
confronted w ith the incisive criticisms o f C. Wright M ills, who, 
in troducing one o f his devastating “ translations”  o f another 
“ Grand Theorist” , wrote “ In particular, I shall attempt to  sort 
out statements about something from  definitions o f words and 
o f the ir wordy relations. Both are im portant; to confuse them is 
fatal to  c la rity .”  (The Sociological Imagination Pelican 1970, 
p35)

The last quote from  Marx contains a troublesome usage: “ . .  . 
also determined by their relation to . . .  “ To make sense o f this it 
is necessary to  abandon the absolute sense o f “ determ ine” , fo r 
this sense is exclusive: i f  A determines B, then nothing else can 
affect, let alone determine, B. Normally we th ink o f A as itself 
independent o f B bu t this too must be abandoned: in th is case A 
is the relation between B (wages) and a th ird  factor (p ro fit)  and 
as such is dependent on B. Marx is, apparently, saying no more 
than that wages are affected by their relation to p ro fit .  Being in 
the process o f explaining d istinct concepts o f “ wages” , he 
carelessly uses the undifferentiated term "wages” . Perhaps he 
means nominal wages; this would give the sentence some 
empirical content but fails to  account fo r the words 
“ comparative, relative wages”  attached to the end o f the 
sentence. I f  he does mean relative wages the sentence loses all 
empirical content, fo r relative wages are, by d e fin it io n , the 
relation o f nominal wages to  p ro fit.

The concept o f relative wages seems to be closely related to  
social status. A fte r describing a change in which real wages 
increase but relative wages fall, Marx says (p85) “ The power o f 
the capitalist class over the working class haS grown, the social 
position o f the worker has deteriorated, has been depressed one 
step fu rther below that o f the capitalist.”  This concept o f 
“ power o f the capitalist class”  needs investigating, fo r  i t  seems to  
be suspiciously useful in Marxist rhetoric. The preceeding 
sentence is “ With the same capital, the capitalist commands a 
greater quantity o f labour.”  (since, in the change described, 
nominal wages have dropped), ls this all that is meant by 
“ power” ? I can find no greater meaning than th is , ye t even 
“ commands”  is an emotive overstatement: the sim ple fa c t is that 
the capitalist employs labour and, i f  nominal wages d ro p , he can 
employ more labour fo r the same amount of m oney. Shorn o f 
their hairy embellishments, the bald facts are m uch less 
rhetorically useful.

When Marx claims that “ the interests o f cap ita l and the 
interests o f wage labour are diametrically opposed.”  (p86 ) he is

not referring to the interests o f absolute material well-being. He 
is referring to  the interests o f relative wages and p ro fit, which are 
diametrically opposed by de fin ition. The rhetorical significance 
o f this lies in the connotations o f social status which is, it seems, 
also an in trinsically relative and competitive matter. Usages 
suggesting this significance are: (p87) “ the social gu lf that 
separates the worker from  the capitalist. . ” , “ the more rapidly 
the worker increases the wealth o f others, the richer w ill be the 
crumbs that fa ll to h im .. and “ The material position o f the 
worker has improved, but at the cost o f his social position.”  The 
term “ interests”  used by Marx is misleadingly vague, fo r all his 
statement seems .to mean is that an increase o f the social status 
o f capitalists entails a decrease in the social status o f workers. 
Given Marx’s dubious assumption that capitalists and workers 
are the only significant groups in society, and a relativistic 
defin ition  o f social status, this result is itself a tautology.

Towards the end o f the pamphlet Marx questions the 
assumption that wages do increase as profits increase. I assume 
he means real wages here. As mechanisation develops, 
productiv ity increases and fewer workers are required (assuming 
other suitable jobs are not created). Real wages may fa ll, as 
workers prefer a reduced wage to unemployment. This can 
happen and apparently did happen, particularly in Marx’s own 
time. He catches the human tragedy in the sentence (p92) “ Thus 
the forest o f up lifted arms demanding work becomes ever 
th icker, while the arms themselves become ever th inner.”

M arx’s mistake is in presenting this as a necessary part o f a 
capitalist economy. Whether workers displaced by redundancy 
can find new jobs is a function  o f the overall balance o f w orkers 
and jobs at tha t level o f sk ill, the availability o f retraining 
programmes, and the workers’ ab ility  and willingness to be 
retrained. A valid task fo r economics is to  inquire into variables 
such as these, and to discover just what can be done to minimise 
unemployment and maximise real wages.

Referring back to the last group o f quotes, it  does seem to be 
true that many employers, particularly in the past, have treated 
workers w ithou t regard fo r human d ign ity , and this certainly 
must be changed. Today at least some employers have changed 
and do attem pt to foster good worker-employer relations, but 
the ir e fforts tend, I suspect, to  be hampered by the firm  belief o f 
many workers that all employers are ogres.

Again, it is true that people who are wageworkers tend to 
have a lower social status than do people who are employers. 
Perhaps the difference in status can be reduced. Let us however 
realise that the only completely egalitarian society must be one 
where everyone is reduced to the level o f the lowest. We don’t 
expect utopia, but we do expect something better than that.

The Marxist contribution to  the situation is to  give workers a 
permanent grudge against employers, a self-righteous resentment 
impervious to facts, which can only hinder any efforts to involve 
workers in realistic reforms fo r the good o f all.

Just in from Paris, the Inter­
national Edition of the Herald 
Tribune. Also some cracking good 
American magazines: Art in America 
Astronauts and Aeronautics, 
American Education, The Annals 
of the American Academy of Poli­
tical and Social Scince - Ameri­
can City.
Iven some magazines that don't 
start with the letter "A", that 
Ls - Fortune, Current History.
COME IN. BROWSE OR WORK.
IT'S WARM AT U.S.I.S., ABOVE THE 
WYNYARD TAVERN AT 27 SYMONDS ST.



RECORDS

Smokin:
Humble Pie 
SAML 934509  
S727

Humble Pie are yet another super 
group. Super? Super? SUPER The 
album is super to the extent that it 
contains musicians of a quality not 
often matched. Steve Marriott, late o f  
the Small Faces, who dominates the 
sound with his relentless guitar, harp, 
and keyboard work; Greg Ridley, late 
of Spooky Tooth, whose tireless bass 
playing provides the basis o f an 
excellent rhythm section with fellow  
group drummer, Jerry Shirley. Other 
names sported are Clem Clempson, 
Alexis Korner, Maedleine Bell, Steve 
Stills and so on . . . .  Essentially the 
album is rock. Hard, heavy, and rather 
overpowering, i it leaves you fatigued 
after a good session.

(For a spontaneous reaction to this 
•group, please see attached notes.)

Attached notes:
Track 1 - H o t  V  Nasty -  this is 

rock -  good stuff -  sledge hammer 
stuff -  Marriott certainly has his 
influence -  this is to be the all-time 
rock album -  guitar good — key board 
excellent.

2 -  The Fixer -  ROCK -  Marriott 
vocals superb -  guitar riff -  Head 
music -  the angelic Marriott is superb 
at this stage, as is the rest o f the group 
-  phrasing with traces o f  Zappa? -  
great.

3 -  You’re So Good to Me -  
Beautiful -  beautiful -  beautiful as 
Stills can be -  Marriotts contorting 
vocals -  Madeleine Bell appears from 
nowhere -  breaks into rhythms that 
tear at you then recede into the 
religion of a plea that will bring a tear

to the eye. The magic.
4. — C ’mon Everybody — Rock 

sheer rock -  relentless -  breaks into a 
12 bar that is so heavy -  the Stones 
rock and sock it.

5 — Old Time Feeling — acoustic 
blues that has everything -  mandolin, 
dobra, guitar, piano, mouth harp 
e t c . . .  always was a good mixture, 
yehzzz, what good blues.

6 - 3 0  Days in the Hole -  STONES
-  the venom o f  Jagger -  rock slammer
-  beautiful rhythm section -  a bass 
that drives you, grinds you down into 
little pieces

7a & b -  Road Runner -  Uses the 
12 bar -  blues -  a melodic beat that 
strikes and retracts -  the water torture 
with intermittent organ screams as a 
result o f the incessant torture

8 - 7  Wonder -  Marriott contorting 
again on a slow blues piece -  how the 
guitar sympathises -  there’s pain in 
this song -  the bass makes the key 
rattle on our wall -  it’s as goon as has 
been done, if not better -  beautiful 
guitar and harp -  lots o f expressions -  
how superfluous are terms like 
tightness, production, and the rest of 
the bullshit — this is brilliant.

9 -  Sweet Peace -  Yes -  
heavy shifting rhythms -  exhausting -  
screaming guitar solo on tape echo that 
comes deep from within the speaker 
boxes -  is this not the best rock I’ve 
ever heard ? -  yes, say I, in a state of 
exhausted submissiveness -  is it 
possible to be by a sound? Can
you have an orgasm in your ear and in 
your mind.

(Turns the record off).
So ends the worlds most honest

record review. __
-  MABEL SMITH.

Anticipation
Carly Simon 
EKS 75016

Carly Simon is one o f the most

interesting singers to surface in recent 
months. Interesting — because her 
work looks back to the ‘moon-june’ era 
of, say, Peggy Lee; while at the same 
time, displaying a fierce individualism, 
w hich combines some o f the 
ingredients o f  the past and the present 
into something quite new.

Her voice has shades o f  Carole 
King, Laura Nyro and James Taylor in 
it, but is mostly Carly Simon. At times 
is assumes a slightly wicked, deep, 
throaty, bar-room roll and this, to me, 
is one o f  the most distinctive aspects o f  
the record.

But unfortunately, the refreshing 
feminist outlook evident on her first 
album, which tagged her as the 
‘Germaine Greer o f  Rock ’n Roll’, 
seems to be largely absent on 
Anticipation. Direct references to the 
‘new woman’ are hard to find, as most 
o f the lyrics are romantic in the 
conventional sense. I can’t decide if 
track four on side one, The Girl You 
Think You See, is tongue-in-cheek or 
not, but sounds like an excerpt from 
The Sensuous Woman:

“I’m not necessarily the girl you 
think you see

Whoever you want, is exactly who
I’m more than willing to be
I’ll be a Queen
A foul-mouthed marine
Your Mary Magdalene
Just to please you.”

But to criticize a song because I don’t 
like what it’s about, is scarcely a valid 
evaluation, as it merely reflects my 
own bias.

But I read somewhere (N.M.E. to 
be exact), that her co-writer, Jacob 
Brackman, who sometimes writes the 
lyrics, writes the ones that are 
specifically about or by women, and 
the ones Carly writes could be “sung 
equally well by a man” . Unfortunately, 
there are no indications on the record 
itself as to who wrote what.

You are probably all familiar with 
the title track, Anticipation, which is 
one o f  th o se  son gs w h ich  
surreptitiously finds its way into ones 
bathroom repertoire. It has a catchy 
tune with plenty o f  variety, surging 
forwards under a driving beat, 
accentuated by effective percussion. 
Legend in Your Own Time, is a 
well-written tribute to a contemporary 
whom Carly won’t identify -  (James 
Taylor, perhaps??). Our First Day 
together was apparently improvized in 
the recording studio. It is soft, 
beautiful, and rather reminiscent of 
Joni Mitchell, with its semi-circular

guitar-picking and winged line-endings. 
The last track on this side, Summer’s 
Coming Around Again, is interesting, 
only in that it is an archetypal 
‘seduction song’. With her voice 
crooning cliches like a smoky clarinet 
over a non-descript jazz backing, it 
conjures up mental images of soft 
lights, red wine, sheepskin rugs and 
other such slush.

Side two opens with a dramatic 
variation on the Day-of-Judgement 
theme called Share The End, cast in a 
style somewhat like a modern opera. 
The coin is flipped and the next track, 
The Garden is a breath-taking glimpse 
of the after-life, with a Vera Lynnish 
chorus. This is followed by a fairly 
ordinary, (but still quite reasonable) 
love song called Three Days. Julie 
Through The Glass is an ode to a 
new-born infant, with a gentle 
‘rock-a-bye-baby’ - style backing 
provided by Carly on piano. The album 
closes with a rendition o f Kris 
Kristofferson’s 7’ve Got To Have You.

So, on the whole, this is a 
worthwhile and enjoyable recording, 
which improves with the listening. But 
I think to get a fuller picture of Carly 
Simon, you should listen to her first 
album as well. She is a writer-singer 
with a great potential, as a live 
performer as well as a studio artist, as 
her brief but impressive appearance in 
the film, Taking off, displayed.

- ,  SUE BARTON.

LITERARY CORNER
It’s the year o f publish and be 

damned. New literary magazines have 
appeared, and at the last count 
something like fourteen poets look like 
having their own volumes out before 
1973.

In the meantime, a quick look at 
the small mags that have appeared so 
far this year. More o f a Blake 
yea-saying run-down this, than any 
carping in-depth criticism, due to space 
problems and the writer’ inclinations.

MATE (Number 20) Getting away 
from the traditional and ethnic content 
this issue. A development for the 
better. Lot of younger writers 
included.

One previously unpublished poet. 
G.F. Brown, has a chilling and nicely 
crafted poem about a dead school 
chum he had to identify at the city 
morgue.

And Murray Edmond is really 
“right-on” as the politico-activists 
would say, with number four from his

Grafton Notebook series. Hoa 
(especially the line “the avaricii 
court/is entertained”) and 
effective poem.

There are three prose pieces and 
little historical sketch, but the pa 
dominate this issue.

EDGE (Number 3) Worih | 
seventy-five cents just for the & 
Synder poem. Good to see one of 
original so-called American “beats" 
the fifties alive and well and writi 
such positive, joyous poems in' 
seventies.

Edge continues their policy 
overseas writers and one of these, 
Michael Yates, has a radio play wor 
working through to its depressing 
vision.

Reviews o f poetry included. Layi 
and paper excellent. Another issue 
be out by arts festival.

ARGOT (Number 27) Layoutvt 
much improved (except they rants 
stanzas of my poem together, muni 
mumble) but still suffering from 
getting the best of available copy, 
its still the cheapest at thirty cents,

Following South Island mags»il 
overseas contributors. Best of 
Bruton Conners with his haikus.

There is more prose than poetr 
and the editorial has the right phia 
for it: “the quality of the four pieces 
by no means even.”

The editors are very frienly peop 
and include their telephone numbers; 
their editorial with an invitation to 
them if you are passing throuj 
Wellington.

CAVE (number 1) Impressive 
effort, done on a 1914 flat bed press; 
Dunedin. Also has reviews of reces 
publications. Short, sufficient, andfi 
assessments.

Excellent long poem by Peter Ob 
and a delightful short poem about 
drinker by Arthur Baysting stand

Once again the poets dominate 4 
issue. But very good essay by Du 
Long about “Found Poems” gaveme; 
clear idea at last as to exactly wk 
these are, and whetted my appefe 
su ffic ien tly  to chase up 
recommended publications of tk. 
comparatively new form

That’s it. Good reading.
Barry Southam

Cop Notes: When dealing with do 
persons, shoot first and ask question 
later —  ha ha ha. Also, be courteoa 
to the blind: they can always hear y« 
laughing.
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Sunfighter
Paul Kanter / Grace Slick
Grunt FTR 1003
Papa John Creach
Grunt 1003
Burgers
Hot Tuna
Grunt FTR 1004

First it was groups, then it was solo artists, 
now all o f a sudden it looks like Couples. The 
Apple couples started the whole thing o ff  with 
their somewhat introverted mumblings about 
how its so great to be together (as if it was

original). Paul and Grace see themselves as part 
of something bigger and amidst all the 
firebrandishings o f Blows against the Empire 
they placed A Child is Coming, all about how  
the stork was due to call.

Well the kid’s here now and we can all 
admire here, China nee god, is one o f the easiest 
babies on the planet to bill and coo over right 
now because the Blows lovebirds have put a big 
colour pic o f her square on the front o f  their 
new album. The title refers to the kid, implying 
that she’s a child o f destiny and its only a 
matter o f time before she comes down on you, 
government man. And the album takes o ff just 
exactly where A Child is Coming, left off, with 
“And we walk in the sand my lady and me / 
And we watch and see and see the child grow.”

There has always been an element o f  sheer 
juggemaught rock and roll thunder in the 
Airplanes music, most often laid to Jorma and 
Jack, but with the inescapable desultoriness o f  
Bark and the relative vigour o f Blows I’m 
beginning to wonder if  the balance o f energy in 
the band hasn’t shifted. It’s not so much that 
Sunfighter is an appreciably better album than 
Bark, as that even in its excesses and lyrical 
embarrassments it seems to have more o f what 
you originally came to the band for. The guts 
o f  the album is as incendiary as ever, with a 
two-part song about the Weatherwoman, Diana 
Oughton who died in the bomb factory blast 
last year a s . well as Pauls expected 
See-my-people-come-together anthemics, but 
they have a much firmer grasp o f their materials 
than on Blows, more time has been spent on 
the album and the material itself is mostly far 
superior, real songs with sense and structure as 
opposed to amorphous rants, seemingly 
adlibbed in the whirl o f  titanic rushes like Mau 
Mau Amerikon.

Try Silver Spoon which isn’t about cocaine 
like you thought but about prey and 
consumption in the cycle o f life, with a bit o f  
cannabalism thrown in for seasoning. 
Structurally its tight as an aboriginal bongo, 
with stark block piano chording and Grace 
delivering her patented model, droning vocal 
style with more success than she has in some 
time. The innate fury and passion that is Grace 
at her best comes searing through, managing as

well to hold onto a rare tightness and discipline, 
so it builds and builds like the mighty bricks in 
the Sphinx and never loses the current summit 
with glottal excess. And the words are startling 
to say the least: “Throw down all o f  your silver 
spoons -  eat all o f  the raw meat with your 
hands / Pick it up piece by piece . . .  Shove it in 
your mouth any way that you can.”

Brother that’s primeval, and, with their 
insistence on simplistic political imperatives and 
imagery derived from the elements and 
mammals, Paul and Grace manage to  get next 
to something very basic that penetrates easily 
and almost but never quite, touches you in a 
strange place the Doors used to try for -  the 
snarling, smiling peristaltic Mammal in you. 
Check Paul’s When I Was a Boy I Watched the 
Wolves, the best song on the album and 
possibly Paul’s best writing to date: an eerie 
flashing riff that builds with perfect precision 
to a furiously driving floodtide, and: “When I 
was a boy I watched the wolves run/ . . .  till the 
morning sun/ And as I grew I soon Found the 
wolfpack grow on me / Laser bright feel the 
Lunar light cornin’ down on me /  . . .  No light 
shines on the fang neglected / Run with the 
Wolfpack.”

That’s not just wierd, that’s the stuff o f bone 
and stone and blood, drawing imagistically on 
what remains o f  nature outside the fences o f  
man while retaining the big piston drive o f the 
city in its rhythmic guts. Which is why Grace 
and Paul make it and all those bucolic hippies 
singing about planting cannibis seeds by 
country roads don’t. Not everything is that 
committee o f  course. I snickered at Titanic one 
o f  those Moog-and-electrosmear abysses you 

‘ can’t dance to, the first time I heard it, thinking 
it would probably flip me out if stoned. Several 
playings later, and under the influence o f  
various substances it did. A little something for 
everybody.

This album in infinitely preferable to the 
involuted, introverted sortings o f  varying 
strands o f navel lint indulged in by several other 
chart-toppingJ heavies I’m not gonna get in 
^rouble by naming again. At this point, I’m 
anticipating the next Kantner-Slick opus with 
far more interest than the Jefferson Airplane 
album that could conceivably never arrive.

After such a heavily committed album as 
Sunfighter the second album in this package 
from Grunt, Hot Tuna’s Burgers, comes as 
somewhat o f an anticlimax. Jorma and Jack 
from the Airplane seem to be on some sort of 
aesthetic head-blues trip with Papa John Creach 
and Sammy Piazza on drums being dragged 
along merely for company. The vocals sound 
like a pair o f unconvincing door to door 
salesmen after a hard day and even the lyrics 
can’t compensate for this. Papa John Creachs’ 
violin is often reduced to a merely background 
fill-in along with Sammy’s drums. About the 
only thing that pulls the album through is the 
dues they pay to the Airplane. On Sea Child, 
and Sunny Day Strut Jacks’ bass and Jormas’ 
lead guitar incorporate all that was musically 
inspiring in the Airplane and more, soaring 
together in crescendoes o f riffs that are the 
calling card o f their playing. Their electric 
sound is more rivetting than their acoustic 
work, which, on this album, falls well below par 
for the course. Hot Tunas’ Burgers (hot tuna 
burgers?) is, at best only just palatable.

The third denizen o f the Airplane pack 
worth checking out in his solo bow is Papa 
John Creach, the old fiddler who added a few 
fills to Bark and failed to resuscitate Hot Tuna. 
On his own he’s a spry, sly delight, and 
surprisingly turns up as one of the few 
musicians to be able to take on a passel of 
Superpassengers and still sail his ship straight 
and true. You wouldn’t even know that Jerry 
Garcia and the other peripatetic palaverers were 
there. Papa John has a way with the fiddle 
distinct in this day, a facility for playing 
straight gospel blues and making it sound 
somehow classical, and a rare and subtle sense 
o f humour, as when he begins W.C. Hardy’s St 
Louis Blues (and when was the last time you 
heard somebody do that?), with a riff straight 
out o f Hungarian cum Bela Lugosi atmosphere 
music, or selects Over the Rainbow o f all songs 
in creation, and turns you round by not only 
making: it palatable but actually, with his 
courtly sweet phrases that seem to never quite 
lose their jive thread, a lot o f  fun to listen to. 
Which is pretty damn rare said o f  any record 
these days.

-  SIDEWINDER
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Pipe Dreams in Ponsonby
David Mitchell;
Published by Stephen Chan for th 
Association o f  Orientally-flavourec 
Syndics.

Mitchell gives a hint on how to read 
his poems in Words:

“ who
seeks wisdom in words 
seeks best first 

th signs
below their bland faces 

&
between the lines”
It’s a hint only, because “ th signs” 

remain mysterious and unspecified in 
the poem. But if one listens for the 
speaking voice o f  the poet, quiet and 
bending with the rhythms of Mitchell’s 
intonation -  neither English or 
Australasian, yet suggesting both -  the 
poems reveal themselves as wistful 
elegies on spending one’s youth in 
Auckland. Words then says:

“who
faces silence in fear 
best
shout and dance and sing 
some
all night long 
&
year

after
year

Mitchell doesn’t dance or sing; he 
talks, and Words shows it.

The book is less a collection of 
poems -  though it is -  than a coherent 
conversation in poetry about loving 
women, being a clown, seeing fear, and 
taking refuge in words. It begins with 
Words, then three sections follow: 
Odalisque, Harlequin, and Laughing 
with the Taniwha and ends with 
Silences, a poem which incorporates, 
and elaborates on Words. The book 
stands, and stands very successfully as 
a whole.

Naturally, not all the poems are o f  
equal merit. They share an aura of 
“poetic” mystery, that kind o f  
resistance to immediate penetration 
which -  in good poems -  attracts, 
rather than repels; and they almost all 
start off well. Sometimes the mystery 
proves impenetrable or not worth the 
piercing (in Heavy Habits especially) 
but when the poems work, the mystery 
proves to have been that which does 
surround particular people or places 
(Sepia Tint and Sick Fool). As for the 
poems which start off well and end 
badly they’re not worth naming since 
the reader will discover these easily 
enough.

And there should be readers in 
plenty. Because the book tells many 
fascinating stories; detailed and 
d e l ic a t e  a b o u t p e o p le , and  
appropriately contrived and indelicate 
about proto-people (I mean th ballad 
o f  rosy crochet especially here). The 
rhythms are those o f the speaking 
poet, and the words -  well they tell 
things about people . . . .
Take: until she knows & owns th ache 

‘can this be love?’ / admitting 
then, that she may never see 
again

. th private rainbow break

Or: i remember her 
as a fifth season.
Also (and to close) Mitchell can be 

very funny (try Yellow Room). He 
deserves reading. Patrick Hanly did the 
drawings, which fit well, except that 
one which goes with laughing with th 
Taniwha (it wasn’t that funny).

-  ANDREW SHARPE

the Boss had a few last requests 
to make:

Keep the cyanide machine 
working:”
and most marvellous o f all

Commissioner Gerder in his 
heat-sealed

feelings o f relief when it all ended. T1 
bewilderment and fear of the boy 6 Sent ê 
powerfully shown by a childii ,ltl at ^ an' 
doggerel which turns into a death-wis '!e realized| 

‘Step on a crack and a bear will» mate 
^11 image) and 

I his kite as
vinyl suit
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Russell Holey

The Walled Garden 
Russell Haley 
The Mandrake Root

Russell Haley, David Mitchell and 
Sam Hunt are possibly the best of the 
younger generation of New Zealand 
poets. All three have recently 
published collections'of their work, all 
put out by small presses. Of the three 
Russell Haley is perhaps the least 
characteristically “New Zealand” poet, 
also the least obviously personal using 
as he does dream images, cities o f the 
mind populated with grotesque 
freakshow characters.

Harry Lurber, the masturbating 
diagonal lift man

Mary the terrible tree 
The Boss o f the balloon factory 

“ Before we presented him with 
his coronary

with disposable hands 
and removable feet

who goes on a long nightmare ride 
towards his own disintegration with his' 
mistress (“Cassiah with the lilac eyes” 
— is she real or just a figure 
remembered from a photograph?) 
slowly and expensively rotting away in 
the back seat.

“Cassiah Cassiah 
Your flesh is deliquescent 
Gerder’s medals are burning bright” 

This from “hoardings” which is, I 
think, my favourite poem in the book. ' 
The frenzied pursuit o f  illusion, by a 
figure who is himself unreal, made up 
only of expensive accessories ends in 
death that is at the same time sexual 
union, coitus between corpses. It is 
dream, but at the same time a glimpse 
into the heart of a civilization hell bent 
and obsessed with manufactured 
desires.

Many of the poems carry the mark 
o f  a childhood spent in wartime 
England. Bombed-out cities and the 
corruption that war throws up, the 
ever-presence of death are the source 
o f much o f  the imagery in the book. If 
m a n y  o f  t h e  p o e m s  are 
European-oriented it is because New 
Zealand has remained untouched by 
true horror. Our myths are o f a 
different kind. Many o f the poems 
refer specifically to the war “Belsen” , 
“Inventory of a Gone War” “The 
39/45 Restuarant” . The best o f these is 
“Spanish City” where an English 
seaside town becomes a frightening 
sideshow o f terror. The main figures in 
this are young boys -  a boy running in 
th e  crazy house o f  mirrors, 
propositioned by a pervert, a boy 
drowned (who bloated fuses with the 
image o f  a surfaced U-Boat) and finally 
a boy reconciled with his father. It is a 
diagram of the war years, with the

■coming old 
ity six,

tj song abou

you.
And wanting it,
Desperate,
Stepping, deliberate.”
It is true nightmare, ruled by 

irrational where the same object cab {I Presse<* / n1 
either benign or malignant, imagi :'1S vein 1S 
come fast, change abruptly but there 
a feeling o f  dream-suspension, 
house o f mirrors is the dominant im$ a.^am , 
and the key one, wherever one tuns ’̂ e a. ox 
wherever one runs one is faced only ^  mecity li 
with refracted and distorted reflection  ̂ .
o f the self. This feeling of horror tin Braâ lc to 81 
exists outside time is my wat
expressed in another poem.

“Cronus devouring his children , , 
in a land of stone ' / L  l
beyond the blue-green curtain.” ' Ve,ry w 
Some of the later poems in ti and mon' 

book are less hectic. “The Walk l  
Garden” the title poem is concern

beautifull]

Zed.”

again with the power o f illusion, got jeen a good fil 
spinning through time and space to ea look, or just 
in clasutrophobia. |y  not review

“I can cross the garden in this be thrill of se 
Paces i Copy shot

What is real are the walls” )ced and, if ] 
The imagery is light and dark, eartl of the book 

and rock and the tricks that the rain , photo in. 
plays the possibilities it opens to itsel [your efforts, 
only to realize that there is no escap
from the self. The garden is man ôr ^eces 
things, Paradise garden, the ruined ho Account 
place, undiscovered planet and final 
and inescapably the human mind.

“As we move fiank ^ass’ *
the garden moves with us.’ ,
Refuge, paradise and prison. ^ an s °°ok  
“Night Flying With Hanly” anotheAlor C0Sent 
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- RUTH BUTTERWORTH

geodesic means the shortest distance between two points on a 
mathematically derived surface
thus a deodesic sphere is an approximation to a sphere composed^ 
of straight lines
and a geodesic dome is a section of that sphere 
SOME DOME POEM.
With the contemporary interest in the writings and projects o f R. 
Buckminster Fuller a group o f us have decided that it would be a 
good idea to have an exhibition of some sections o f the mans 
work.
A 40’ three frequency dome will be erected to serve as an 
environmental theatre, there will also be several other smaller 
models put up around the campus to fulfil various 
undifferentiated functions. What we want is as many different 
examples of domes as we can possibly muster. Domes that can 
house the multitude of informal, spur o f the moment activities 
that an Arts Festival will produce or domes that exist just for 
their inherent beauty.

j
A film, made by Australian film maker Mick Glasheen, called “A 
Teleologic Transmission from Spaceship Earth” which was made 
during Fullers 1970 trip to Australia.
Also there is a very strong possibility that we will be able to get 
out a publication on the exhibition which will become a 
comprehensive cover of the dome building scene in New 
Zealand, -  a potential dome builders bible.
The important thing at the moment is that anybody who has 
built a dome, domes or dome models or in fact anybody who is 
interested in such an event get in touch with us as soon as 
possible. Action -  to quicken our minds and brighten our 
fantasies. You can contact me, either thru the Arts Festival 
office ph 372 925 ”  KER R Y FRANCIS

4th AUCKLAND FILM FESTIVAL -  1972
F R E E  F I L M  S C R E E N I N G S  A N D  T A L K S  A T  T H E  
U N I V E R S I T Y

A series o f talks and film screeenings will precede the main 
Film Festival season at the Regent Theatre (July 14—27). These 
are free both to students and to members of the general public. 
The location is room B28 in the Library Building (enr Princes St 
and Alfred St), except for the evening programme on July 5th 
which will be held in Lower Lecture Theatre.

P r o g r a m m e  o f  p r e - F e s t i v a l  a c t i v i t i e s
26 June, Monday, 1 -2  pm, ‘MODERN GERMAN CINEMA’. 

A talk by Peter Verner, recently returned from post-graduate 
studies at Hamburg University. A number of German films will 
be included in this year’s Film Festival. Mr Verner will discuss 
them and German film-making in general.

28 June, Wednesday 1 -2  pm. ‘JEAN-LUC GODARD’. A talk 
by Robin Scholes, lecturer in Art History. Godard’s film 
‘WEEKEND’ will be included in this year’s Festival.

29 June, Thursday, 8 - 1 0pm. ‘NAZARIN’ (film). The print is 
rather old, but Luis Bunuel’s film is still deeply impressive.

30 June, Friday, 1 -2  pm, ‘LUIS BUNUEL’. A talk by Roger 
Horrocks o f the English Department. Bunuel’s film ‘TRISTANA’ 
will be included in this year’s Festival. The talk will include the 
screening o f film examples from ‘NAZARIN’.

M I D - T E R M  B R E A K  F I L M  S C R E E N I N G S :
3 July, Mon., 12 noon to 2 pm., then repeated at 8pm: 

‘MEXICO THE FROZEN REVOLUTION’ a feature film 
directed by Raymondo Gleyzer. (A profound analysis of Mexico 
today, comparing it with the period o f revolution in the 1910s. 
First prize at the Locarno Film Festival and prize at the 
Mannheim Festival, 1971.) Plus short films: LIVING 
(experimental film by Fred Zwartjes of the Netherlands), DRUG 
ABUSE (USA), and THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH (70  
minute film from Australia: ‘An anthropologist discovers a 
cocoon which he falls in love with and from which, in his 
imagination, an ideal woman is born . . .  The story is told by 
means o f time shifts and shifting planes o f consciousness.’ 
Directed by Dusan Marek.)

4 July, Tuesday, 12 noon to 2, repeated 8 to 10pm. ‘THE 
GREAT CHICAGO CONSPIRACY CIRCUS’ (A fantastic zany 
sendup o f every courtroom drama you have ever seen, and at the 
same time a profound comment on recent political events. An 
outstanding success at both the Rochester and Chicago Film 
Festivals.’ Directed by Kerry Fletham of Canada.) Plus short 
films: NOMESDALE (53 mins. Australian film about a party of 
six guests at an exclusive hunting lodge. Grand Prix at the 
Australian Film Institute festival.) Plus: INTERCHANGE 
(Swedish film about a musical jam session by intellectually 
handicapped children), to be shown only at Tuesday’s 8pm 
session.

5 July, Wednesday, 12 noon to 2 in B28, and Wednesday 8 to 
10 in Lower Lecture Theatre: ‘A CITY’S CHILD’ (Australian 
feature film directed by Brian Kavanagh, ‘a dramatic treatment 
o f the problems of loneliness in a big city -  Melbourne.’ Has 
won several Australian prizes.) Plus short films: CATAPAULT 
(Australian film on pole vaulters with some unusual slow-motion 
shots), THE CAT (Yugoslavian version of an Aesop fable -  
Venus transforms a young poet’s cat into a girl), ‘SNOW, SAND 
AND SAVAGES’ (Award winning Australian film about a 
famous photographer, Frank Hurley).

LATER FILM SCREENINGS TO BE ADVERTISED 
LATER.
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W hilst men fight their wars and go their various ways 
m any uncaring for others and unbelieving that any great 
change could ever come to this Earth, which they 
occupy  by Devine consent -  though some would even 
deny th is  — great activity is taking place in the cosmos, 
and, great revelation is being given to chosen channels in 
d iffe re n t parts o f the world.

The |enclosed message is part o f this Cosmic 
Revelation, and / ask you to p rin t i t  in your newspaper 
so that d l l  may read i t  -  whether they are truth speakers 
or not. Please return i f  no intention to print.

Peace and Truth be with you, Ernest Knight.

I am A z u b a , my fla g sh ip  is statio n ed  not so 
very far aw ay . T h ere  are 21 c ra ft d ire c tly  u n d er 
my co m m an d .

The serious world situation in which you are now 
engulfed does not escape us. We of the Space Command 
are ever alert and watchful 24 hours of every day for 
events or manifstations in all parts of your world which 
might ential immediate action from our command. It has 
been anticipated by beloved Ashtar, under the direct 
supervision of our Commander-in-Chief, Jesus the Christ, 
now known as $ananda, that there may be before the 
year 1972 is out, much opportunity for us to go into 
immediate action. The details of course even we do not 
know as yet, for man does have his so called free-will, 
and the inhabitants of the Earth may elect to change 
their ways for better or worse.

L am not a philosopher, I am a pilot. However, I have 
been assigned the particular responsibility of a segment 
of one and a half million craft which have now been 
assembled in a legion of service to the Planet Earth. And 
these have been recuited from not only your own Solar 
System but from many other Galaxies. For the call has 
gone out to bring much to bear upon the earth-plane, 
not only on the consicousness of its inhabitants, but 
upon the Earth itself. I do not have time, nor would it 
be profitable perhaps, if I had the time, to delineate all

the services which are rendered by your brothers and 
sisters from so-called outer space. ,

The consummation of the ascension of the Planet 
Earth is most important and some of you will have your 
part in this. And some of you in your minds are already 
asking—“ What does he mean by the ascension of the 
Planet Earth? Know ye that, as well as the eventual 
ascension of every lifestream on the Planet, the Earth 
itself is designated and on its way to make its ascension. 
This will take many forms.

Firstly, the complete straightening of the axis of the 
Planet and then the spiralling into a new orbit to take 
the place of the Planet Uranus. This is somewhat of a 
mystery to most of you, but I desired to bring it to your 
attention to amplify that which has been given by 
beloved Lord Michael i.e. that you have now fallen heir 
to the greatest heritage that has ever been bestowed 
upon man in the sordid history of your Planet.

Therefore I must ask you to strive religiously for 
your final goal. You ask, what is your final goal? The 
goal of every lifestream on the Planet is their final 
ascension in the lijht. Perhaps we should define 
ascension. What is meant by ascension? It is not rising in 
your physical body from the Earth and disappearing into 
the heavens, as beloved Jesus, your Wayshower did 
centuries ago. That was a very special ascension and one 
which will not be repeated again in the history of your 
Planet. Your ascension will not be a sudden one but a 
gradual one.

The first requisite of your ascension is the complete 
renunciation of all evil. What is evil? It is the negative 
qualities in ever lifestream. You know better than 
anyone seise what they are in your own individual lives. 
You know what your temptations are; you know what 
you are inclined to do, and then regret afterwards’. You 
must learn to renounce the lower self and follow the 
higher Christ self.

If I would describe a spacecraft to you, you migh: 
say “ I have seen something like that, it is rather commor 
in our skies these days.” And so it is. There are 1,03(i 
different types of our craft operating in your 
atmosphere and above it. Most of them are invisible to 
your sight. They take on various forms from the 
helicopter, the conventional airplane with 2 wings, or 4 
wings, or without wings; round, oblong, square 
cylindrical; you name it, we have it.

Now, why are there so many? It is to circumvent the 
curiosity and possible interference from those who 
would, at the drop of a hat, fire upon any craft which 
was not conventional or identifiable. Many of our craft 
are like your planes and are thus not detected. We are 
obscure and can also in these types of ships Snake 
ourselves invisible or violently glowing in rainbow 
colours, at a few seconds notice.

We are rendering to Planet Earth indispensible 
services, and I tell you frankly that were it not for such, 
and the love and light of the great Ashtar Command and 
our beloved Commander-in-Chief your Wayshower, your 
Planet would not be a planet tonight, and many of you 
wouldnot be in the flesh either. And so give us a little 
credit for our efforts. We do it because we love the 
people of Earth; we love the people of the Universe; we 
love all of God’s creations. * m

Do you love us and them enough to dedicate your 
lives, all that you have -  not particularly your money- 
but your servies, your opportunities and your talents to 
the service of the great Hierarchial Plan, coniposed of 
the Ascended Masters, the Space Command, the 
Archangels, the Elohim, Helios and Vesta of your Sun, 
and Immanual and Immanuella of the great Central Sun, 
and then on beyond to the Creater of all. Will you, this 
night, dedicate your life anew, and all that you have, to 
the service of the Great Masters of Light?

I  a m  A z u b a ,  a  C a p t a i n  u n d e r  t h e  A s h t a r  Commanc
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