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Dear Sir,

The uncompromising journalistic integrity of the
Socialist Action League is amazing. In the August
17 issue of Socialist Action, there appears this state-
ment:

“Yhung Socialist member Christine Beresford was
elected Public Liaison Officer of the Awuckland
University Students’ Association in elections held
on August 3. She won by 122 votes, defeating three
other candidates, including an incumbent executive
member.”

The first sentence is true. Christine Beresford was
declared elected. The second sentence is an
absolutely false representation of the voting figures:-

No Confidence 337; Beresford 319; Lennon 197,
Nixon 159; McCully 150; Invalid 130.

Accurate analysis would appear to show that No
Confidence received 18 votes more than Beresford.

Long may the Young Sg*e”y~flowerand prosper.

- . John Woodroffe
fcRjiCCUii
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Dear Sir,

Racism is not only white in Enzed, it’s brown as
well. | make this assertion on the basis of a recent
sad experience with my next-doorneighbours, a large
maori family.

To get the facts straight: I'm a white European
with a descent going back to the Irish convicts in
Australia. | was returning from a run alongside the
exploited Waikato River, and running into the drive-
way, | saw my Maori neighbours pushing a car. So
| stopped and asked if they wanted any help.

Immediately, as if | was a leper d tsomething, my
friendly neighbours ran away from the car and left
me standing there like a bloody idiot.

“No thanks, white fella, we doift want you to help
us,” they, said. So | ran into my flat, persued by
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laughter and various comments as to how stupid |
was. | felt angry, hurt, and humitated — a Bantu
native would know what it was like.

This brought it all home to me, about what crap

Mat Rata vomits. The way he speaks, it’s
as if the entire Maori race is a maligned group of
innocent saints, that deserves all the privileges it can
rake out of the racist government. To put it bluntly,
Mat is a Vorster-man in reverse seeing everything
in terms of black and white only.

| wish that people would forget about race and
concentrate on personalities and individual circum -
stances — or am | being naive? Or why don’t we
have acivilwar: Mat Rata’slegions versus the Bugger
Race Battalion?

['ve been discriminated because I'm a student,
because I'm a Catholic ,because Hike wearing chiffon
scarves; I've been ripped off by the businessmen,
Student™ Associations, highschools, fuzz, record
companies and A-grade motor mechanics.

But to be laughed at merely because | wanted to
help someone with my sort of white hands and sort
of white legs — man, thafs the unkindest cut of all.
| feel ultraviolent, but the best way to get back at
my racist neighbours is to be kind to them — or is
it like Marshall® bridge?

Sacre bleu, what can a poor boy do?

Paul Field

Pick one you like, and, very politely, ask him to tea.

Dear Sir:

Just few notes on the farce that someone had the
nerve to call the Annual General Meeting of
AU.SA.

Firstly to the students who couldn’t be bothered
going, I say you have no right to complain at any
ofnew executive’sactivities (orlack of) in the coming
year — you deserve what you get (which won't be
much, judging from the A.G.M. performance).

Secondly to the 70 or so students who turned up,
lsay “Whybother?” . People like McConachy turned
the whole thing into a circus that even the Barnum
Bros, would be proud of. It seems the sole reason
these people came along was to dazzle themselves
and others with their knowledge of Constitutional
Confidence Tricks, Rights of Reply, Amended
Amendments, until in the end everyone was so con-
fused they didn’t know what they were voting for.
This clearly came through in the debate(?) which led
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fb up to the renting of an $18,000 student house to
the Tenants* Protection Association on the condition
the T.P.A. pay all expenses on its upkeep and te
mortgage repayments, followed a few seconds lae
by a $1,500 grant to T.P.A. to pay the expensesm
the above house, this second motion effectively negat-
ing the halfofthe first motion they had just amended
to get T.P.A. to pay the expenses! Even moe
confused now than | was at the meeting.
No wonder the incoming president left half way
through the circus performance — perhaps wanted
to go and watch “The Magic Roundabout” on TV
THE Ring Master, through all this (the dearly
beloved Russell Bartlett) seemed to have delusions
ofgrandeur and kepton trying to play at being Presi-
dent Nixorr— ignoring motions he didn’t like, ignor-
ing speaking orders, ignoring the constitution ad
ignoring Brent McConachy (understandable, how te
hell did this village idiot ever get past Primer 4)
And so the fun wenton, until about 10.30, everyone
seemed to tire of playing “Democracy”, and itwes
their bedtime so the meeting was called to a close,
and everyone wenthome and lived happily ever after,
Amen. Long live the democratic process!
Yours sincerely (usually)
Stuart Gray
P.S. The only sensible thing the meeting did indl
the three hours itran was to award a life membership
to Clare Ward, who certainly deserved something
better than such a dubious honour.

Dear Sir,

I would like to make a few short comments m
the transcriptions of my remarks to a Teach-In &
the University of Auckland which you reprinted in
your issue of July 19th.

lappreciate the greatefforts you undertook to print

two full pages ofmy remarks. Unfortunately in trans-

cribing and condensing my statement some 37 errors
crept into your published version. The text which
you printed makes me appear somewhat incoherent
and ignorant. W hether or not | was incoherent is
something my audience can decide, but on the ques-
tion of my ignorance | feel I mustreply. The various
factual errors which appear in your printed text are
not mine but yours. For example, Da-nang is not
the central portion of Viet-Nam which the French
ruled as aprotectorate. The properword is An-Nam.

'won’t go on to correct the other 36 mistakes but
| would like to make two corrections: Trinh Dinh
Thao is the head of the Advisory Council to the
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PR.G. (not Trinh Dinh Dzu — a former political
opponent of Thieu). Nguyen Huu Tho is the head
ofthe Central Committee ofthe N.L.F., not Nguyen
Dinh Hau.

Finally, Idid notprovide the pictures which accom -
panied the article and | strongly disagree with the
labels “ Viet Cong” and “V C” which appeared with
them. I would have hoped my talk on Indochina Day
would have cleared this problem up.

Sincerely
Carlyle Thayer, Research Scholar
Dept, of International Relations

SENATE REPRESENTATION
ASSIST US TO ASSIST YOU

See your Senate Representatives
in the Contact Office
every Wednesay 9am to 10am.

About this time of the year academic problems
come to the forefront. You may find the consequence
oftaking an unwise selection ofcourses atthe beginn-
ing of the year, are catching up with you. ‘To be
ornotto be’ may depend on whether you have been
granted Terms yet. Insome departments, the granting
of terms may depend on how well you did during

the year; inothers, terms may hang on several exams.

This isone example of the way in which you) Reps
on Senate may be of assistance to you. Your Senate
Reps are here to help you. Ifthey can’t be of direct
assistance, they can direct you to someone who can
be. But they must, at least, know about you, they
can’t help you if you won't help yourself;

Remember, every Wednesday 9amto 10amin Con-
tact next to U.B.S.

Any grouches about your course will be listend
to, any contributions to the Studass Anti-Calender
will be heard. Finally, the key to effective representa-
tion lies in the amount of support you are prepared
to give your Senate Reps: representation is as good
as the people who come forward.

Yours Sincerely,
Michael Kidd
Senate Rep.

(Other Reps are: Bill Spring, Clive Evans, John
Marsden, and John Goldsmith until the end of the
month.)

please do you think you use as fillers for your nasty
publication a few lines here and there to the effect
that people should starteating lots of spinach because
blood days will be the Wednesday thursday and friday
ofthe second week of term

thanks we love you
bloodaysarecomingblooddaysarecomingblooddays
are coming etc
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NZUSA

THELACKVERSION

Yes, another of my NZUSA Council reports, as long
and boring as ever. | recall that after the May meeting
I was waxing enthusiastic about the potentialities of
the organization under Stephen Chan’s leadership, and
the August Council has only partly dampened my
enthusiasm.

In May the delegates took the (for them) radical
step of deciding what work should be done in various
areas before the next meeting, and it is gratifying
to be able to report that every matter set down for
action by the NZUSA central office has been dealt
with: doubtless this has been largely facilitated by
the competence of the hard-working band of volun-
tary officers Stephen has gathered around him — it
is amost unusual pleasure to find that all NZUSA
positions are filled, that each officer is working hard
at some major project as well as the incidental minor
matters, and furthermore that each appears to have
a sympathetic knowledge of the work of the others.
How Stephen has managed to find so many people,
each interested in a particular area and yet with no
personal political ambitions [ don’t know, but it has
resulted in a complete absence of the usual internal
strife and jockeying for positions.

It is probably wrong of me to single out specific
people, but I must mention in particular the excellent
work beingdone by NZSAC DirectorBruce Kirkland
inexpanding the activities of Arts Council, Women’s
Rights Officer Robyn Black in the areas of sex educa-
tion and women’s health and International Vice-
President AlickShaw in campaigning against New
Zealand firms active in Southern Africa. (O fthis mat-
teryou'll probably hear lots in the next few months).

Howeverthere remains one major difficulty — the
constituent executives had done virtually none of the
work assigned to them at May, most as represented
by the delegates present had painfully insufficient
knowledge of the work being performed by the
officers on their behalf, and several were openly
antipathetic (no less than fourofthe assembled Presi-
dents commented during the weekend that the 50%
stand-by airfare was the only thing stopping them
from leading their Associations out of NZUSA).

Thankfully there are two exceptions to this lament-
able state of affairs — Victoria, possibly because of
its physical proximity to the central office, and Can-
terbury, with its generally more competent and
mature leaders and a history of providing many
NZUSA officers;both work closely with the national
office and appear very sympathetic to the officers
and their various projects. It does seem, though, that
there must be either a radical change of attitude by
the constituentsorsome restructuring ofthe organiza-
tionto remove the presentdisparate positions ofthose
who do the work and those who pay the bills if

NZUSA isto prosper.

The parochialism of the delegates led to some
ludicrous situations — for example the International
Commission having unanimously decided on further
steps in the anti-apartheid campaign initiated in May

BACK TO SCHOOL

Nextyear'sstudents are going to be the bestorien-
tated ever, because Orientation has already hegun
with last term’s successful schools day. Think back
to your last year at school — did you ever think
about the possibility of not coming to University?
Or did you just regard it as the logical ‘next step’?
Did you really know anything about what it would
be like? And do you now think you did the right
thing in coming?

We would like to make next year’s students much
better prepared than freshers have been in the past,
butwe need your help: whatever knowledge you had
of this place before you came you probably got from
talking to someone you knew who was already here.
So can you helpnext year’s students by spending a
couple of hours between now and the end of the year
at your old school talking to the kids about what
you've found out about University?

Itwon'the difficult — no formal speeches to school
assemblies oranything stupid like that— justan infor-
mal chat to two or three of the people you probably
already know who migh be thinking of following a

was perplexed to hearthatthe Presidents had decided
to cut off funds from work in the International area.
Similarly the Education Commission suffered a sus-
tained attack from the Presidents for having
attempted to carry out the polofies agreed to in May
with resp yetto educational reform on the local campii.

To resolve these matters a special mid-Council
meeting was convened but unfortunately the Auck-
land delegation chose to turn itinto an electoral issue,
which prevented any agreement being reached and
only emphasised their parochialism since they had
notbothered to send adelegate to either International
or Education.

In this respect itwas a great pity that the Auckland
delegation was le~d by ex-President Russell Bartlett,
for as at May his superior knowledge and abilities
enabled him to dominate the meetings when he
wished, which provided a focus for the antipathetic
conservatism of certain minor Universities; but hav-
ing left office a couple of weeks previously he lacked
any positive motivation or direction and seemed only
to delight in proving just how inadequate and imma-
ture most of the delegates were compared to him,
to the general advantage of absolutely no one. He
has in fact fallen prey to the nihilist fever that infects
many former student politicians who deem them-
selves indispensible and wish to prove it

So on to the grand finale — the election for an
NZUSA President for 1974, Again Russell chose to
dictate something he should have left to those with
acontinuing interest, and as a result former Auckland
Capping Controller Neil Newman has been elected
against the combined opposition of all NZUSA
officers and of the active constituents. This is not
necessarily a bad thing, since as has already been
commented NZUSA cannot function to its full poten-
tial without the involvement of the parochially disin-
terested majority who have elected Neil; who, despite
his two extremely embarrassing terms in the Auck-
land exec, retains several interesting abilities and tal-
ents. Further the extreme closeness of the result is
in no way a disadvantage — for example the first
time David Culbert was elected he received exactly
the minimum numberofvotesand, feeling the insecur-
ity of his position, spent much effort on reassuring
his opponents before taking office and beginning his
vastly successful expansions.

For Neil, with the officers threatening to resign
en masse the day he takes office it is imperative that
he immediately bend his talents to securing his posi-
tion.

For NZUSA it matters not whether next year’s
administration is based on the President-elect or on
this year’s officers: what is vital is that when Stephen
Chan steps down on December 31 there isacohesive
and competent body of people ready to continue the
work that has been begun and that all the negotiations
to form this body occur before Stephen goes.

Bob Lack

similar course as you. Don't say you don’t know
enough about University — we can provide all the
‘formal’ information and we’ll send along someone
who th-.nks they know a bit about the whole system
to help if you get any questions you can’t answer
— but what we want are people who have been in
the position of the present seventh forms within the
last couple of years (or can remember what it was
like) to try and tell them some ofthose things you've
soaked in through your skin since you arrived so they
avoid some of the mistakes you made.

That’snotdifficult, isit? This hasgotto be arranged
ina bit of a hurry, so please can you go and put
your name on a list now? I'll put them in Contact,
the cafe, the Library, on the Custodians’ desks in
the Physicsand Chemistry Buildings, inthe Engineer-
ing, Architecture and Medical School cafes, on a few
notice boards and anywhere else Ithink of, so there’s
one not far away. Please go and put your name on
it now, and we’ll contact you and arrange a suitable
time with the school.

And ifyou think you come in the category ofknow -
ing ‘a bit about the whole system’ (or some of it)
we’'d like to hear from you too.

Bob Lack
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THE CASE FOR LEGALISED ABORTION

In the last few months abortion has become an
issue in New Zealand. Pressure from feminists,
women’s rights groups and abortion law reform
groups for a change in the law has been met with
equally energetic opposition from the Catholic
Church, and the Catholic-dominated groups
S.P.U.C. (Society for the Protection of the Unborn
Child) and Right to Life.

Although the majority of New Zealanders, as
shown in the last National Research Bureaupoll, are
on the side of liberalisation of the law, the anti-
abortion forces will fight strongly to oppose any legis-
lation to carry thisout, aswitness theirwell-organised
letter campaigns to MPs. Obviously they hope that
avocaland active reacionary campaign will intimidate
people into thinking that there is “a case for both
sides,” and will thus keep the average person neutral.

The arguments against women’s right to abortion
can be listed in three catergories: (1) abortion ismur-
der; (2) legalising abortion would encourage sex,
which is sinful, especially for women; (3) abortion
would take away men’s power over women to make
them pregnant.

The last two arguments are so obviously anti-
women thatthey are notused somuch now, especially
notinthe “Iliberal” atmosphere of this campus. But,
even at this university, men still hold that ifabortion
was freely available, women would start screwing
without any thought as to the consequences though
they seem to have no explanation as to why only
women should have to bear these “consequences” .
This view implies that women are incapable of realis-
ing that contraception is a lot easier and more con-
venient than dashing off to hospital every month for
an abortion!

The anti-abortion people’s man plank is that abor-
tion is murder, and should therefore be classified as
acriminal act. They contend thatthe foetusisa human
being from the momentofconception - although medi-
cally there isno such “moment”. And Professor Liley
isabitembarrassed by the distinction between con-
ception and implantation, (which takes place several
daysafterconception)and would notbe “too opposed’
to abortion in this period.

To be consistent anyone who contends that killing
a fertilized egg ismurder must also advocate penalties
for masturbation, menstruation, wet dreams and any
intercourse between men and women which does not
result in pregnancy, as the same arguments which

if Youm
WE'D INSIST
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tWELL, IF I WERE PREGNANT | CERTAINLY WOULDN'T HAVE AN ABORTIONY!

apply to a fertilised egg also apply to the sperm and
the egg! The point is that these things are nothing
by themselves — the most we can say is that they
are all potential human beings.

But the opponents of abortion destroy their own
“abortion is murder” case by “allowing” abortion
under certain circumstances. If a young, innocent
girl is raped, or if an equally young, innocent girl
is the victim of incest, then abortion is permissable.
Surely if abortion is murder it can never be justified!
The point seems to be that if a woman wants and
has sex, then she musthe punished forithy unwanted
pregnacies!

Now the case for legalised abortion. At least 6,500
women in N.Z. every year have illegal abortions,
and an estimated 11,000 every year want abcftions.
The present abortion law is a notorious case of “one
law for the rich, one for the poor.” A woman who
has the money and the contacts can pay for an abor-
tion in a private hospital or can fly overseas. From
a pragmatic point of view, these figures, and the
figures of suicides, child beating, etc, resulting from

BLESS THIS HOUEE

The President

Auckland University Students’ Association
C/0 Auckland University

Private Bag

AUCKLAND

Dear Sir,
Emergency Housing

You will recall some time ago at a special general
meeting of your Association, those present voted to
make available to my Association a house for emer-
gency purposes. We have had the opportunity oflook-
ing closely at your Association’s offerand have been
contacted by persons in the community who have
offered information relating to the purchase of the
properties and the eviction of the previous tenants.

Ithas been made clearto us from ourinvestigations
thatinorderto purchase the houses, your Association
required vacant possession and this was effected by
the agents and sellers that you have had dealings with.
We have also had confirmation that the evictions
obtained by your Association’s purchase caused
hardship in some cases and the implications of this
are naturally of concern to us.

We feel that to accept a dwelling from your Associa-
tion under the circumstances would be contrary to the
principles for which we stand and we must therefore

aslfj that the resolution passed at the meeting be set
aside.

[twould be impossible for us to uphold our policy
of non eviction withoutjust cause and maintain this
in the face of the type of eviction evidenced with
your housing scheme. You will be aware that the
most common cause of eviction at present iss the
sale of dwellings and the purchaser’s request for vac-
ant possession. We feel you will understand the unen-
viable position inwhich we are placed and will accept
our reasons for declining the offer in the spirit in
which they are meant.

Weare notunmindful ofthe feelings ofthose people
that supported us and of their desire to assist us in
ourwork; norare we unaware of the reactionary ele-
ments on campus that would oppose anything that
does not original from their class. There, are, how-
gver, otherwaysinwhichouropposition can be hand-
led otherthanthrough letterstoyou, and thisofcourse
we will do.

We feel that the basis for the referendum of $1,500
relates to the housing question and it would be unfair
for us to expect this to proceed under the circumstances.
We subsequently ask that this matter be withdrawn
as well.

Yours faithfully
(signed)

Paul Halloran
Secretary

unwanted pregnancies, seem to indicate that abortion
law repeal is a social necessity.

Butitis more than this. Every women should have
the right to control her own body, and the abortion
and contraceptive laws, lack of freely available con-
traception, and lack of sex education, prevent this.
The repeal of the abortion laws would be a basic
step towards achieving this control, towards making
pregnancy and a child a real decision instead of an
unwanted burden.

And most importantly repeal of the abortion laws
does not force anything on anybody. It merely takes
abotion out of the realm of law and into the realm
ofmedicine making itadecision between each women
and her doctor. Most people in the light of all the
debate, agree that abortion isa matter of conscience.
But this unjust law refuses to recognise this, and
forces the morals ofa minority of the population onto
the majority.’

Wendy Morris

SPECIAL
BATES

HEALTH & FIGURE CENTRE
23-25 VICTORIA ST. W.
PHONE 374-758-

les mills

SUPER FITNESS
BODY BUILDING
FIGURE CONTROL
COME IN FOR A FREE TRIAL
WORKOUT & SAUNA



It has long been realised that the avenues by which
individuals can effectively influence Government policy
in the period between elections is severely limited in
our democracy. Thus the treatment meted out to
genuinely concerned conservation groups at the recent
Select Committee hearings on the Government’s plans
to pulp 718,000 acres of the South Island beech forests
deserves careful scrutiny.

[twasthe National Governmentwho firstproposed
the scheme to ‘utilize’ virtually all the beech and
beech-poJccarp (largely Rimu) forest in Nelson,
Westland and Southland they could lay their chain-
saws on without the surrounding mountains sliding
into the valleys, and Labour has, ifanything, proved
even more zealous in its support of the scheme.

The vaunted Environmental Impact Report, a
proud product of the new-look, supposedly conser-
vationist Labour Government, has emerged as a
totally inadequate and almost laughahle apologist ges-
ture.

The first of these, concerning the Huntly power
station, was at firstdenied the public. Itscounterpart,
the Environmental Impact Reporton the the Utiliza-
tion of the South Island Beech Forests, might just
as well have been withheld from public scrutiny for
all the serious thought it puts into the project’simpact
on the environmentofWestland and Southland. (Note
here that the Nelson project area, some 45,000 acres,
has mysteriously disappeared from the Government's
publications on the scheme, and seems to be proceed-
ing without the benefit of an Environmental Impact
Report).

In its Critique of the Beech Forest Environmental
Impact Report, the New Zealand Ecological Society,
a highly respected body of this country’s leading sci-
entists, has strongly criticised the Government for
its excess of haste and lack of thorough scrutiny of
the implications of the project.

The Critique infactleaves very little ofthe Environ-
mental Impact Report unscathed, pointing out
amongst myriad and far more disturbing omissions
the lack of such basic facts as where, when, and by
whom exactly it was concocted.

[tthus became obvious to conservation groups that
no serious consideration of the environmental impli-
cations of the scheme would be forthcoming from
eitherside ofthe House, and that the present Govern-
ment is in such a hurry to get the revenue from the
project that they are insensitive to the mounting pro-
tests against the scheme amongst their electors.

The Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society
decided at this stage to mount a petition opposing
the scheme, in the firm belief that this issue is the
largest single threat to our environment at this time,
and of far greater significance than even Manapouri.
On May 30th of this year, as this and other petitions
were being launched, the Government received sub-
missions from CoEnCo, the cumbersome ‘umbrella
body’ of the New Zealand conservation movement.
W ith the submissions was a petition, carrying the
single signature ofan executive memhberofthe organi-
zation, and purporting to represent the 500,000 mem -
bers of clubs and societies affiliated to CoEnCo.

This set the wheels of Parliamentary procedure
grinding, and the Lands & Aqgriculture Committee
satto examine the submissions. Barely had these been
heard, however, when the Select Committee decided
that the process must bhe accelerated, and it soon
setabout calling in the other petitions on the subject.

Thus on June 26th, Mr R.C. Nelson, President
of Forest & Bird, found himself confronted with a
24-hour deadline for the presentation of his Society’s
petition, then only barely launched in a few centres.
Mr Nelson made a strong protest, and was grudgingly
granted an ‘extension’ of less than one month, to
July 23rd.

Forest & Bird made a valiant scramble to meet
this deadline, butjust as the petition was gaining sup-
port, on July 4th, they were informed that the Select
Committee had changed its mind, and that the dead-
line had been put forward by a full week, to July
17th, less than two weeks away from that time.

So well did the public respond, however, that in
the lasttwelve days ofthe time allowed, some 100,000
signatures to the petition.ivere gathered, 35,000 of
which were from the Auckland urban area. The final
total stood at 112,000 not including some 8,000 sig-

natories who invalidated their gesture of concern by
onfiitting to append their full address. This made it
amongst the largest petitions in this country’s history,
and one can only guess at its size had it been given
a fair chance.

The worstwaqs yettocome, however, as the various
conservation groups sat to confront the Select Com-
mittee with their evidence, confident that they would
receive a fair hearing after such an overwhelming
show of public support.

On the first day, it was made clear that the Select
Committee Members were busy, impatient men. Dur-
ing the three hours of hearings on the Tuesday, only
a small proportion of the submissions were read
before the Members went off to lunch, and thence
to the House in the afternoon, where they stayed
until the day’s proceedings came to an end at 10.30
that night.

On the second day, the petitioners were told with-
out warning that only wi hours more would be
devoted to this irritating subject, and despite strong
and prolonged protest from the conservation groups,
the chairman remained immovable on this point. He
claimed that the petitioners had been given “plenty
of time,” adding that several of the Members had
to leave the country that evening, as he firmly
squashed any suggestion of an adjournment of the
Committee.

Although managing to spin the hearingsoutan extra
hour, to the point where Committee members’ tem -
pers were becoming visibly frayed, and the fidgeting
apparently had to be seen to he believed, the
petitioners were allowed only a total of six hours
in which to put their very complex case. Of nearly
100 pages of submissions presented to the Com mittee,
approximately half were refused a hearing, despite
the fact that delegates had flown from Invercargill,
Dunedin, Christchurch and Auckland to read them.

The Members announced that they were going into
Committee at 12.30 p.m. on the W ednesday, less than
27 hours after they first set eyes on the submissions.
The claim made at this point by the Chairman of
the Committee, Mr Barclay, that each member had
“read carefully’’the 60,000 odd words of submissions
implies that they sat up very late indeed on the Tues-
day night, after the close of the House at 10.30 p.m.

Butperhaps the mostdisturbing aspect ofthe entire
proceedings was the apparent flouting of Standing
Orders, which state: “ A Select Committee may adm it
Strangers at its pleasure, but shall always exclude
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them while deliberating.” (S.0. 336, p.88)

When it was stated at the end of the hearings that

The Committee will now make its deliberations”,
and the petitionerswere asked to leave for that reason,
the members ot the Forest Service who had been
p,eSent throughout the proceedings remained in the
committee room, along with Paddy Blanchfield,
Member for West Coast. None of these people, all
obviously Strangers by any accepted definition of
the term, were seen to leave the committee room
for the next half hour at least, and it can only be
assumed that they were there in direct violation of
Standing Orders.

W hatever went on behind the scenes at that stage,
the Committee’sobviously foregone decision to gloss
over the petition was finalised that afternoon, hefore
the commencement of the day’s session at 2 p.m.,
and the departure for overseas of the members con-
cerned.

The Committee’s recommendations were reported
to the House 48 hours later, on the following Friday,
breaking all speed records in living memory. (No
Select Committee has previously managed to report
its decision within a full working week). The lowest
possible favourable recommendation was given, fol-
lowed by riders to the effect that the Forest Service
should make up itsown mind concerning exactly what
concessions should be made to conservationists in
regard to the environmental considerations. No seri-
ousattempttoconsiderthe wealth ofevidence submit-
ted to show that we simply do not know enough about
the forests to setaboutcutting them down, no sugges-
tions for more extensive research, in fact never a
hint was made that the Government would be swayed
in any way from its visions of an immediate crop
of trees, Japanese Yen rolling in to swell the coffers,
and miles and miles of orderly rows of Pinus Radiata
swaying in the West Coast breeze.

All this points to unseemly haste on the part of
the Governmentto proceed with this massive project,
regardless of the obvious disquiet amongst the large
proportion of their electors. A vital principle is at
stake here, namely that the Government must be per-
suaded to listen to its people between elections, and
that the petition, the only form of official protest avail-
able to the individual or group on an issue such as
this, should, and must, be given more respect than
was evident in the cursory, and often downright rude
non-examination to which this one was subjected.



The Festival in alphabetical order:
Action, Theatre (Wellington)

Put on a brilliant satire. | was told to go several
times. | will when they visit Auckland later in the
year. Sorry | never got there, Steve.

Brown, Paul — Controller

We hope the festival realises what a valuable man
they had in Paul Brown,

His was the sad fate of the responsible man. His
position in the whole scene was to be abused by those
who had no real understanding of his problems.

Don't worry, Paul. In this world we're moth and
rust decay. The opinions of the ignorant are of little
value.  r('nr

We know you will have your reward.

Eventually.

Club, Rosalee’s Rock

Provided light shows and hard rock bands. During
the breaks music was made by the audience on har-
monicas etc. Mr Chan was there on  Monday night,
at about ten o’clock. He was silent with laryngitis
and glancing at his watch.

Dance, Modern

| caught a glimpse of Modern Dance performing
inthe Gym on Wednesday. They were doing a Man-
dragola - like sequence consisting of four women
dancers reacting to one male dancer. Beverly Austin
wrote the following Review:

Movement, Ballet, Dance. ..afressive, explor-
ing, fluid. . . always controlled ancfprofessional.

lwas impressed, this company is definitely a great
improvement in all aspects on the 1972 Australian
Dance Theatre Tour. It is rare to find such profes-
sionalism, skill and sincerity in an indigenous group
of dancers.

Some formsofestablished moderndance, like those
allied to Martha Graham’s technique, can be very
tight, confined, personal communications.

Yet with this company, perhaps because they are
trying to show usand letusunderstand modem dance,
the communicated interpretation comes over clearly.

W hen first viewing “To P.J.,” which isto Roberta
Flack’s “ Killing Me Softly,” Ithought the choreog-
raphy was all wrong. Roberta Flack’s lyrics are so
strong | was expecting strong movements showing
perhaps anguish and pain. But on second viewing
| realised a new dimension of the song, how beauti-
fully softthe music was and how the lyrical movement

In Myrtle Freemans

Alphabetical

seemed essentially rightto interpret the sad slow soft-
ness of a love being gently killed. Thus the feeling,
chorographic and musical blending came to be beauti-
fully ‘right” after all.

The second halfofthe program had plenty of pace
with an unexpected amount of humour in “Pas de
Cing,” by Maurice Kagel and Casserly’s “The
Incredible Adventuresof Reginald A. Antwhistle and
Other Nostalgic Dances.” The masterpiece “Noc-
turne” you must see for yourself. All I can say is
you see a lot but never a human. And Jack Bodies
music is a new experience.

Dome, The.
It rained.
Exchange, Learning

I talked to Evan Todd, Learning Exchange Organ-
iser, on the Saturday befor Cumtogetha started.

“1've seen all this in the U.S.A. on a permanent
hasis,” he said.

“It’s difficult to arrange just for a week. In the
University of Cincinatti it was permanent. It linked
up the students with the people in the town. In that
way they got to know each other. “The students
were teachers too. Foreign students especially had
something to teach.

“W hen this is finished, Peter Morton hopes to get
it going and introduce it to other universities. Each
university can do it on their own. It costs nothing
except the price of filing cards, the townspeople can
run itoverthe summer holidays.

On Saturday the 25, he said what he thought of
the Learning Exchange experiment.

“The ones we did do were successful. Pottery and
Natural Foods Cooking were full up. Candle Factory
and Mask Making were also very popular. Beverly
Austin taught Multimedia and Free Art Expression
in Horticultural Hall. The venues should have been
more definite. It was successful for those who were
able to use it.”

Most people seemed to at one stage or another.

Horticultural Hall, where Beverly Austin and
Steve of Theatre Action taughtaspartofthe Learning
Exchange Idea, was very well used. ..

Hundreds of peoplejoined in the making of masks,
mobhiles, butterflies, turtles and bess out of plastic,
aluminium and polystyrene. On Friday the results
were partially displayed in a planned spontaneous
parade. One must remember that the journey is
always more important than the arrival.

Ferret, Festival

Festival Ferret, the daily rag, was remarkable for
its typesetting and reporting standards.

Marty Braithwaite was Editor.

Kurrency

Blue print on approximately 2 inch wide roundells
of paper. Value 25c. Used for buying grog in the
Upstairs Common Room, alias the Stein,
Meatworks, Diary of

Sunday: We tried to link up all the buildings on
Town Site with ribbon to emphasise the communicat-
ing aspect. Bosch — like surreal creatures were
erected in the forecourt outside the library. A minia-
ture sculpture courtusing metal and wire mesh com-
pleted the arrangements.

Monday: Thirty of us went to Cathedral Square.
An attempt was made to humanise abortion by por-
traying it as graphically as possible.

Tuesday: The beery complacency of the Stein Bar
was smashed for a moment by masked actors and
words of blood.

Wednesday:
notice.

“Air Smashes Concreted

“Conceptofdissection of non-human elements in
Christchurch Square including the attempt to pass
through the non-porous glass of the arcades and
planes which define reflection in this area. Old ladies
and tired businessman will be metaphysically stripped
and flayed.

Newsheet, including the following

Order

“This symbolic purging will be an attempt to pass
beyond unease and sterility. In other words one is
seeking real perception of the sharp lines, dwarfing
blocks, and grey oppressiveness of the buildings not
by superficial gaiety but by the active resolution
through groping and through the creation of rigid dog-
mas as almost tangible through gestures.

At midday we did a Eucharist in the Cafe. Props
included hogshead, bloody arms and legs, a ladies
head draped with velvet, claws. At 3 p.m. Air
Smashes Concrete took place. About 15 actors in
full costume carried an effigy of a businessman to
the Square, shouting and moaning. They groped about
infrontofthe Post Office while®anarchistthrew apple
cores. Then, to the astonishment of various shopow-
ners, they pawed and £e\t their way along half a mile
of shop fronts.

4p.m. Meatworks was declared dead.

An observer® comment ran:

Meatworks! We're glad they got the chop!

Meatworks was nothing butan ego arena for some
obscure people wanting to boost themselves up.

Their idea, they said, was to draw from the tension
ofan ‘unusual”situation some creative thought.Their
ephemeral activities, seen by few, understood hy
fewer, were luckily washed under by the atmosphere
of harmony and light that characterises this festival.
Now the Hobbits, Jesus Freaks, Seals, Wizards and
Elves can live in peace. Hare Krishna!

Money

Treasurer Queree reported on the 25th that losses
amounted to $1000 at most.
Opera, Grand

There were about three performances, all packed
out. Pita Elliot reports.

A simple moronic audience which didn’t have the
slightest idea as to what was going on entertained
themselves by singing ‘Gold Save the Queen’or ‘God
Defend New Zealand,” while others watched a series
of 16mm films on the walls of the hall or tried to
figure out a badly co-ordinated stuffed light show.

During some of the later performances (?)fake —
like everything else — snow fell from above providing
anew medium for self expression.

The firstand lastperformances were supplemented
by a flute — playing member of the audience — our
congratulations to him. There isn’t much one can
say about the Opera itself as few were watching it
Orchestra, Scratch

Sue ifickberg organised and kept together Scratch
Orchestra. Most of it took place at St. Michaels,
a large rather cold church hall. The structures used
by participants to produce sounds included a piano,
tins, the guts of a harpsichord (I think that’s what
it was), and the human voice.

Sue is a blue-eyed lady. Here are a few of her
ideas on the subject.

“The original idea was to experiment with sound
and form relationships between sound; trying to show
people that you don’t have to spend twenty years
with the London Philharmonic to make your own



music.

“Scratch Orchestra requires a hell ofa lotof disci-
pline and consistent work and because ofthe screeds
ofdifferent people coming in all the time we weren’t
able to work towards this.

“It had it good points. People were stimulated to
want more.

“If people who have come to our workshops go
and form groups of their own and are prepared to
work reasonably consistently Scratch Orchestra will
have worked.”

[ went to Scratch Orchestra and enjoyed it very
much — the freedom to do what you like with instru-
ments and voice is a liberating experience.

Sue Heap
Poetry

There was poetry. Tony Beyer, Donald S. Long
and Barry Southam read. Venues should have been
arranged for these people.

Ritual, Fertility

Mona W illiams had 300 people performing Fertility
Rites in the Gym. Here is her report, and a plan
for further activities of the same nature.

At this year’s students’” Arts Festival in
Christchurch there were two workshops given in
West African dancing, inthe form ofa Fertility perfor-
mance. It attracted a large number of participants
and appeared to have been well received. On the
strength of this 1 am making the following proposal:-

Adance workshop, to be held at Auckland Univer-
sity around Sept 22 - 23. | suggest that it he made
opento both the general studentbody and the general
public. In other words, notjust dance students.

It should run from Sat eve (6.30 — 9.30) Sunday
(10.00 am — 6.00 pm) with a performance at about
7.30 on Sunday eve.

lcan cope with a very large number, even as large
as 200 persons.

| shall therefore need a large hall, like a gym.

| suggest that a small fee might be asked, like $1
from all participants.

Since | am based in Wellington | shall need to
travel here, and | would like to have an honorarium

Kotrt1liOUER. gflow AU

myusual fee is$100.1am amenbble to any suggestions
you might have. My address is 8 Punjab Street, Wel-
lington.

Workshop: The Queh — Queh, or Fertility Ritual.

Involves: Dancing, songs, cuisine, costuming, a
slide show, and three lectures. Ends with a perfor-
mance.

Description: The dance is West African in origin.
ltwas transplanted to Guyana, with slave population.
Itsurvived 300 years of slavery and over 100 years
ofcolonialism. This says much about the vitality and
profound depth of this ritual, when it is realised that
little that was African survived, much more for such
along time. | would caution against advertising that
would tend to project an image to wild orgies, and
depraved sensuality. This has nothing whatsoever to
do with the ritual.

While it celebrates the joy of the physical union
ofacouple, itis possessed of qualities and a perspec-
tive not found in W estern society and culture.

Inother words, I'don’twant to have to spend half
ofmytime disabusing those who arrive with the notion
that this is an insemination session. | say this because
it all too often is the case, and it makes me tired.
But the ritual is a great deal of fun and joy. The
Teacher: Mona Williams, from Guyana. Has studied

and taught dance in both Guyana and the U.S.A.
Taught this ritual at Stanford University, and with
The Dancer’'s Workshop of San Francisco. Per-
formed it for television. Now resident in Wellington,
employed with the N.Z.B.C.asaprogrammes officer
in B'casts to schools. Free Lance journalist, with
aB.A.incommunications, Stanford University, and
a teacher’s certificate, Guyana. Received San Fran-
cisco Dance Scholarship ('69-70). Have studied Clas-
sical ballet, Modem dance, and the traditional dances
of my people from childhood.

Seal, Herb

| was going to go to Herb Seal on Monday night,
but the Hall was full. So on Tuesday in the cafe,
| asked a blond, impressionable looking first year
student what had happened. Here is what he told
me:

“Herb Seal entered and took off his cape, and
cracked a few jokes. Girls got on an inside circle
and guys on the outside. We wentaround inopposite
directions. First of all you touched hands going
around. Then you touched ears.

“Then we found a place by ourselves and closed
our eyes. He told us to focus attention on our feet
and then slowly on the rest of our body. You raised
one hand, exercised your fingers and letitdrop. Then
you felt the difference between the tingling exercised
hand and all the parts of your body — the bones,
the rib cage, the pelvis. Completely aware ofyourself,
eyes closed, you thought of a piece of music. W ith
it’s rhythm in mind you let it go through all parts
of your body. You became completely absorbed in
the rhythm. And began to move around the room.
You bumped into people but you kept going. Things
gave way. There was no friction or tension. Then
you had to reach out and touch someone you made
hand contact. You explored the hand of the person
— what sortof hand it was, explored the fingernails.

“Then you communicated — had an argument, con-
veyed friendship, decided with your hands who was
going to be the doer and who the done to. The doer
explored the face and head of the other person —
felt the different surfaces, what sort of face the other
person had. Then vice versa. When you had both
done it you opened your eyes and looked straight
into the other person's eyes. Moved off. Everyone
walked around looking into each othefs eyes. Ifsome-
one took your interest you grabbed them and took
them off somewhere. You explored the face of the
other person with youreyes. Explored the body with
your eyes. Then the face and head with your eyes
open.

‘Then all sorts of exercises together. Feeling the
response of another body.

“ltwenton fortwo hours. Membersofgroups lifted
each other up. There was screaming, shouting, tapp-
ing. Trying to harmonise and avoid conflict. You are
completely exposed.”

He also said that as an encounter group it was
unexceptional, that the (large) size of that particular
group prevented much happening. Smallerencounter
sessions were held all week. Herb Seal, (MA, PhD
candidate), is a goggle-eyed American with a very
smooth manner. He plans to have a 50-hour marathon

in Auckland in October.
—The one he had in Melbourne in July cost $30 for
gach participant.

Street Theatre, Canterbury

[found the Canterbury Street Theatre on Tuesday,
hidden in an honours room in the English department.
Coloured top hats, a bunch of balloons on the end
ofapole and mirrors, were strewn about. There are
about five actors. Chris Cree Brown is practicing
onthe fiddle while Pat Brennan practices guitar. Chris
Dylan said here were five plays, and he told me the
story of one:

“Concrete superman built a wonderful palace with
no nature or green in it at all. But his nights were
cold and lonely because he lacked a lady. All the
ladies he knew were nature freaks. But he needed
a lady who loved neon lights and smog. He had a
friend called Joe Cold who helped him in his search
for the lady of his dreams.

“Joe Cold hasa Sweet Pea seed and to those whose
noses are attuned to smog, a sweet pea smells dread-
ful. So any lady who can smell it and find it repulsive
can’t be a nature freak. All the ladies who smell the
sweet pea seed are not offended.

“So Concrete Superman begins to dispair. Then
suddenly a lady approaches but is repulsed by the
stench of the sweet pea. They wrap the pea in a
box to hide it. But the lady is still offended. The
joyous Concrete Superman has found his neon prin-
cess. They wander off into the street lit distance to
the ditty:

“We'll put cement a dilly dilly
W here grass has been
Long live the grey dilly dilly
Stamp out the green”.
The act was much more precise than the telling.

On Wednesday | was accorfsted by a member of
the group who gave me the following report.

“While Street Theatre was merely making itsjovial
way around campus a break away commando group
from the Wizards army launched a fusilkde of flour
bombs at them. Cafand Quad were thick with mis-
siles. Theatre group roamed around the flank, blend-
ing in with the people, and attacked the opposition’s
ammunition centre. The commando group were last
seen wandering into a cloud of flour.”

On Friday the group puton their best performance
in brilliant sunshine outside the Student Union Build-

ing.

Wizard

There was only one nasty smell over the entire
event, and that was the puerile middle-aged wanker
who calls himself a wizard. This counter revolutio-
nary imbecile isemployed by the University of Mel-
bourne and (it is rumoured) the CIA to divert the
energies of the poor Australian students into such
important social events as custard pie fightsand water
bomb attacks on the Registry.

Incase such alarge gathering ofintelligent students
should have decided to involve themselves in any

- Coixb'nuitd *1 poejQ Iy
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CHINAS

COMMTOES

CHINAS COMMUNES
Tom Ryan

Hsien Chieo is the name of the first commune we visited
in China. On our arrival there our bus stopped in
the centre of a marac-type, building-enveloped square
that was obviously the centre of commune activity and
administration. A group of peasants, until now busy
spreading grain on the concrete court to dry, stopped
their work to shly smile and greet us, and then disap-
pear. Officially welcoming us, however, was a handful
of white-shirted dignitaries whom we took to be the
local leaders. They ushered us to a meeting hall where,
beneath the gaze of portraits of Mao, Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin, they introduced us to the history
and nature of their commune.

W ith a population of 53,000 people, Hsien Chieo
isone of the largertypes of Chinese communes. And
as it has an area of just 15,000 acres it gives it a
population density far greater than most. This is
largely due to its being in close proximity to Canton
City, so that most income is derived from providing
fruitand vegetables to the urban markets. In addition,
the soil here is extremely rich, making labour-
intensive labour-intensive market gardening the most
profitable form of enterprise. But in terms of social,
political and economic organisation and progress this
commune was said to be fairly typical of communes
as they have evolved since their inception in 1958,

Those who had greeted us were all members of
the Revolutionary Committee, the governing body
of the commune. Such committees have since the
Cultural Revolution become the accepted form of
government in all communes, factories, schools and
residential areas throughout the country. The
Revolutionary Committee at Hsien Chie has eleven
members. Most are elected by the peasants them -
selves, though there are also several state trained
and appointed political cadre§. It isensured too that
the members must informally reflect the society as
awhole by having adequate representation ofwomen,
the aged and youth.

Certain bureaucratic functions are given to this
Committee. It must register births, deaths and mar-
riages; and itmustofficiate at funeral meetings, wedd-
ings, divorce proceedings, and ordinary courts of law.
Similarly, itrepresents the commune in dealings with
outside interests, such as when annual production
targets are negotiated with state and provincial
bodies. But probably the Revolutionary Committee’s
greates task is its role in organising large projects.

For instance, the irrigation and flood protection
networks the commune is still completing, that
involve the co-ordination oflarge labourforces, heavy
machinery, and extensive financial expenditure.
Before communization began, co-ordination of this
nature was not possible. Asaresult, people and pro-
duction were frequently ravaged by the nearby Pearl
River’s flooding. And those bureaucratic fun-
ctionaries that did exist tended to be centralised, and
thus were not adequately understanding of, nor par-
ticipating in, the everyday life of the small peasant
collectives.

Below the Revolutionary Committee comes the
Production Brigades, of which Hsien Chieo has eigh-
teen. Generally, they follow the patterns of the old
collective farms thatexisted during mostofthe 1950°s.
Each brigade incorporates the functions, fields and
families that prescribed the collective. The bound-
aries between these collective-brigades are usually
a small river, or road; and the families are probably
centrally located in their traditional village cluster.
Such a pattern is today common for most brigades
in most communes.

The basic economic unit — in communes and fac-
tories throughout China — is the Production Team.
Hsien Chieo has divided herbrigadesinto 220 of these

teams. Frequently such a group iscomposed of kins-
people or close neighbours who have a deep know-
ledge and understanding of each other,

Membersofateam work togetheron a day-to-day,
everyday basis, together tackling tasks alloting
individual jobs and making decisions that affect their
work. One of their most important functions is to
decide, via group discussion, what wage each team
member should receive. This process perfectly illus-
trates the decentralised system of democracy which
makes the communes operate as they do.

It is a uniform practice in communes to assign 50
to 55% of the total commune income — all produce
being sold by the whole unit, rather than by individual
brigades orteams — to a Wages Fund. Atthe beginn-
ing of the financial year this amount is calculated
from the projected production figures. W ages are then
gstimated from this amount. Any surplus at the year’s
end will be distributed accordingly; a deficit will be
met from a Reserve Fund.

Each team will be given a portion of this Wage
Fund, depending on the number of workers it has.
Then they all decide on what their fellows should
receive as a wage. Numberofdays worked, attitude
to work, actual work achieved, responsibilities and
the experience and past record of each worker are
all considreed. And based on these factors each per-
son is awarded a grading of from one to ten from
which his-her wage is estimated.

This, then, is essentially a “To each according to
his work’” policy. “To each according to his needs,
from each according to his abilities’ is as yet an
unrealised ideal.

Following this discussion on the organisational
aspects of the commune, we were taken on a tour
to see it at work. No patch of land seemed to have
escapted the peasants’ hoe: pineapples, kumara, taro
sugarcane and numerousothervarietiesoffood plants
filled the gaps between rice paddies and fruit trees.
Pathways, irrigation ditches and canals bore further
witness to the people’s industry. River punts, mule
carts, trailered bicycles, and human frames ere the
only vehicles evident.

Some of the peasants, we were told, had formerly
been landlords or Kuomintang officials. Now, though
they had lost their lands and privileged position in
society they had full economic and social rights. Some
of them also had regained their political rights. As
alonemonumentto those formerdays a pagoda stan-
ds; but its only function is “to be used for looking
from.”” Otherrelics, such as the large and once ornate
landlord’s home that is now a school have been put
into practical use.

Part of the general commune income is set aside
fro such things as educational and medical faciliteis,
and other welfare and adm inistrative purposes. For-
merly such services existed only for the rich.

Before Liberation 80% of the people of this area
were illiterate. Now, with adult education classes,
two high schools, a primary school in each brigade,
and extensive pre-school education, only a few of
the old people of the commune are illiterate. The
education system here, while being very advanced
by any standards, emphasises the value of manual
labour. Outside aschoolwas asign,quoting Chairman
Mao, that exorted students and teachers to “ Use
weekends, vacations and sparetime to help in produc-
tion in the fields.”” Accordingly, every Saturday after-
noon and most vacations are spent at such tasks.

One third of the teachers are actually members
of the commune, usually untrained, but selected by
their fellow peasants. The others are trained and
appointed by the state. A similar system operated
in the medical sphere, with the state providing the
doctors, while nurses and ‘Bare-foot doctors’ are
local people taught by the doctors.

Hsien Chieo is served by one hospital which is

capable of most tasks, and brigade-level clinics that
deal with such everyday occurrences as minor
illnesses, innoculations, birth control measures and
education in hygiene.

A pharmaceutical factory adjoins the hospital, pro-
ducing modern and traditional herbal medicines. This
was built in 1971; the hospital came into being in
1968. They illustrate,ourguidestold us,“ The success
of the Cultural Revolution in stressing the values of

self-reliance, initiative and independence in the
development of Hsien Chieo and all other com-
munes.”

The state takes about 5% of the total communce
income as tax each year; personal income tax i
unnecessary. Inreturn the state provides the various
personnel already mentioned and helps with agricul-
tural advisors and direction in general economic
planning. Direct intervention in commune affairs
would occur only in extreme circumstances. The
peasants themselves value the political and economic
independence of their commune. “While we are not
ich,” they say, “we have plenty of food, clothing,
houses and all participate in the decision making pro-
cess. In the old society so many had none of these
while a few had too much of everything.”

N.P. The othercommune we visited is near Shan-
gai. Its name is Chi Yi and it has a population of
16,900 living in 4,225 households. Organisationally
ithaseleven production brigadesand eighty-eight pro-
duction teams.

Cotton, grain and vegetables are the main products
and all togetherthere are 3,300 acres ofland in cultiva-
tion. Here the Revolutionary Committee members
proudly cited the increased production that Libera-
tion in 1949, and communisation in 1958 have brought
about. For instance, rice output today is twice that
of 1957 and thrice that of 1950. Many factors have
influenced this increase, but probaly the most impor-
tant is that there.are now three rice harvests while
traditionally there was only one.

However, three majorproblems continue to hinder
futherdevelopment. The firstisthat differentbrigades
and teams have unequal rates of development, which
results in the dilemma of whether to allow that differ-
ence to develop or to give extra assistance to the
lagging groups. Secondly, mechanisations is still at
alow level,causing manpowerto be diverted to simple
productive tasks while majorlong term projects (sckh
as irrigation measures) go wanting. Increased
mechanisation would permit the equal developmetnt
of both. The scarcity of chemical fertilizers is the
last major problem. At present, sewerage wastes are
mainly used. If chemical fertilizer industries were
plentiful the labourinvolved incollecting and applying
organic wastes would be largely saved and production
would benefit from the scientifically proven fer-
tilizers.

On sphere where Chi Yihas been particularly suc-
cessful is in the development of small industry within
the commune. This is largely the result of the call
to develop China’s industry that accompanied the
changeoverto communisation. Itattracted increased
emphasis during the Cultural Revolution when stress
was laid on the decentralisation of industry and the
diversification of development in the countryside.

Now there are eighteen industrial enterprises at
Chi Ye, mostof them having been built since 1968,
The older ones were essentially service industries
for the commune and the surrounding area but the
newer ones are larger and more market-orientated.
Oneofthe latterproduces 8,000 electric engines annu-
ally, another makes gardening implements while
another manufactures wooden furniture. They pro-
vide an alternative means of revenue for the com-
mune, while also making them self-sufficient in some
products. Furthermore, they constitute an alternative
means of employment for residents.
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Afterwe had inspected these factories, we visited
several households. In appearance they looked typi-
cal of the country homes we saw everywhere we
travelled in china. Rough in construction, they are
made cfcmud-brick, usually covered inside and out
withaw hite plaster. Sometimes they stand inisolation
fromothers; more often they are inagroup orjoined
together in a street-like series. Few have more than
twomain roons and electric fittings are rare. Usually
awireless and a bicycle are the greatesfpossessions
afamily has.

Oneofthe familieswe metiscomprised ofamarried
couple, their two children, and the woman’swidowed
mother. Another, larger than most, incorp4$ed an
elderly couple, their two married daughters and hus-
bands, and the child of a daughter. They said that
their homes had traditionally been in their families
and that they were recognised as “belongining” to
them. Improvements to a house are paid for by the
resident family.

Basically then, each household representas a nuc-
learfamily, though itiscommon enouth to have other
relatives included. The commune people themselves
told us that the “average” household-family would
have four people (parents and two children), and fre-
quently a parent of one of the adults. Such a unit
isrecognised as an individual social and economic
unit. It will arrange its own meals and poolthe income
andexpenditure of its members.

Inmost households both parents work and eight-
hour day, six days a week. Additionally, working
women have two days off each month for menstrual

purposes. Atwork both sexes ideally share the same
jobs and receive the same pay rates. However,
extremely heavy labour is reserved for men, and
generally women receive a lower wage than men.
This latter fact is influenced by the former and also
by the continuance of the designation of domestic
work to women, such that they often do not work
a full day in the fields. Normally, though, if an old
person lives with the family he/she will do much of
then housework or look after any infants. Such a
person might also mind the children of neighbours.

Private plots are stilla common feature of Chinese
communes. National policy allots up to 5% of the
total land to be set aside for this purpose, A family
will cultivate the plot that has been allotted to them,
so providing mostoftheir food themselves. This task
is done outside of normal working hours and any
excess produce is sold or more frequently they say,
given to friends or kinsmen. Real ownership of the
land, from private plots and homes to communal
fields, is claimed by the commune itslef.

Besides Sundays, May Day, National Day, New
Year’s Day, and the three-day Spring Festival (the
traditional New Year’s Day) are labour free for most
people. These national holidays are seen as days of
festivity and enjoyment.

In other ways too, aspects of the old society have
been incorporated with the purposes of the new. Old
people are venerated and respected, but the tyranny
the aged often wielded over the young in traditional
society isnottolerated. Coupled now marry for love,
not because of parental arrangement. Children and

CHINAS

“Education must serve proletarian politics and be
combined with productive labour.” Chairman Mao.
This slogan sums up the Chinese approach to Edu-
cation. Before the Greater Proletariat Cultural
Revolution many people saw no value in education
unless it led to official positions. Since the Greater
Proletariat Cultural Revolution each educational
institution has it’s Revolutionary Committee made
up basically along the 3 into 1 principle a) students
b) cadres (leading people) ¢) workers. It is these
people — the “grass-roots” ofpolitical power— who
continually emphasise the importance of the Greater
Proletariat Cultural Revolution. The C.R. in educa-
tion reflected the general struggle between two lines
—the Bourgeois, capitalist-roader, line represented
by Liu Shao-chiand other political swindlers and the
mass line represented by Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tse-Tung thought i.e. education for the good of the
mass or education for individual glory. Educational
institutions operate at four levels — kindergartens,
primary schools, middle schools and universities.
Middle schools were split into junior and senior high
schools, with the junior level similar to our third to
fifth forms and the senior similar to our sixth and
seventh forms.

In “The Eastis Red” kindergarten in Kwangchow
(Canton) there are 174 children (age 3-7), 33 staff
of which 12 were teachers (all women). As this was
a boarding kindergarten, the rest of the staff were
employed as domestic help. We saw a lesson for 4-6
year olds which combined political theory with les-
sons in Mandarin (the national Chinese Language).
The children were describing a series of four pictures
which showed alittle boy taking his class-mates home
for some extra study, he makes sure his friends are
comfortable before himself. The teacher then asked
how this applies to the children and can they think
of any examples of behaviour which Serves the
People.

We saw an arts and crafts class, a physical educa-
tion class both of which were very similar to things
done in our schools. However as in all activity
whether academic or cultural or sporting the spirit
was “Friendship first, competition second.” By far
the most interesting class visited was the Manual
Labour class where the children were doing a series
ofjobs e.g. A)to re-cycle cork they cut away plastic
from cork waste which had been cut for badminton
shuttle-cocks. B) they were separating plastic bottle
tops printed by a Press. C) Attaching strings to labels.
D) opening up plastic bags. E) folding boxes.

Just imagine any children in N.Z. being taught the
Spirit of Labour and a love for the working people
through this type of voluntary work. The work is
productive, it all comes from factories in the area
and is never repetitive; there are five different jobs
to rotate and only fifty minutes per week are spent
inthese classes. The children also work inthe garden.

Finally we were entertained and educated by acon-
cert put on by the pupils. There were dances about
people of the world uniting to defeat U.S. Imperial-
ism, about the coming Liberation of Taiwan, about
Chairman Mao. Other dances and plays emphasised
the lessons of the Three constantly read articles:

1) “Serve the People” —
oryof Norman Bethune” — international proletarian-
ism. 3) “The Foolish Old Man who Removed the

selflessness. 2) “In Mem-

wivescannolongerbe soldorexchanged. To acertain
extent these changes can be attributed to new laws
forbidding such actions, but the alleviation of the
economic conditions that caused these transactions
isregarded as the most important factor. Essentially,
the extremes of filial piety and patriarchy seem to
have been replaced by a commitment to and love
for kin, and beyond.

Parents are unavoidably bound to care forand sup-
port their children, old folk are automatically cared
for by their off-spring, or their nearest relatives. The
family less aged, or orphans, are cared for by the
commune as a whole. Anyone who can work, must
work, butthose who are incapacitated will have their
obligations met by the greater community. In short,
where the family isunable to meetdemands, the team,
the brigade or the commune will face the task.

Conclusively, the descriptions | have given of life
in Chi Yiand Hsien Chieo can validly be interpreted
asreflections ofthe existence led by all the 600 million
people of China who live on communes. The whole
ofthe Chinese rural populations has now been incor-
porated into this revolutionary system. Certainly
there are variations in style: a commune in the Mon-
golian desertorthe mountains of Tibetwould be quite
different — geographically and culturally — from the
south-eastern variety | have written of. Yetwherever
they are, or whatever the traditions of their people,
all are linked by sharing the same basic political and
economic structures. Through communisations
China’s peasants have at last achieved the means
to control their own destinies.

AlBHtyi

Mountains” — arduous struggle.

Even at this age pupils had representatives on the
Revolutionary Committee along with the teacher reps
and the worker reps. The Rev, Committees are
responsible for the complete running of the school
i.e. financial, administrative, curriculum, teaching
methods. There was no principal. Teachers learn
from the pupils and there is no physical punishment.
Thecost vzyearly was 10.5 yuan forfood and clothing.
10 yuan for tuition. 2.5 yuan miscellaneous. ($1 N.Z.
=25 yuan) Canton is a city of 3m. divided into 5
Districts. In this district there were 7 similar institu-
tions and many more day kindergartens. Two slogans
at the entrance of the kindergarten gave us a further
insight into the new education:

1) “Small children be united. You are the new M as-
ters of the new China.”
2) “Be honest to the Education of the Party.”

Education in China aims forexcellence, excellence
for everyone. Thus the kindergartens or pre-schools
we visited, as part ofour study of a Street Revolutio-
nary Committee in Shanghai and as part of a study
of Communesinrural areas, were similarto the * East
is Red” kindy; i.e. in general educational standards
were consistent and uniform although methods did
vary to suit local needs.

The same applies to the two primary we visited,
one on the “Sin Chiao” Peoples Commune, the other
in Shanghai.

“LuWan”,No.2 Primary school in Shanghai had
1,675 pupils and 69 teachers. The rev. Comm, com-
prised of 4 teachers, 2 old cadres, 2 new cadres, 4
students, 4 workers. As in the kindergartens there
was a little Red Soldier team inevery class who sent
representatives to the Little Red Soldier brigade who
then elected the student for the Rev. Comm. The
Little Red Soldiers have a creed of 3 Do’s 1) Study
Hard. 2) Keep Fit. 3) Work Hard. As the children
get older the groupings become more selective, as
there is greater understanding of the political impor-
tance of choosing the most worthy people. The
Revolutionary Committee meets forone day a week,
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Via day is spent on study of Marxism - Leninism
-Mao Tse-Tungthought, the otherhalfon the running
ofthe school. In Primary schools (age 8-12) they teach
Chinese, English, Maths, Science, Drawing, P.E.,
General Knowledge. Formal studies of Politics and
Education are both innovations since the Greater
Prol, C.R. They have manual labour classes similar
to the kindergartens but for the older children they
sometimes arrange out-side jobs e.g. in Anshan the
author saw children demolishing an old boarding
house and helping to build a new one.

In teaching English they concentrate very much
on the ear and the use of conversation. We heard
two 10 yearolds have a perfectconversation in Eng-
lish abouthow they muststudy English forthe revolu-
tion (a commonly seen slogan) how they must learn
from each other and how they must work hard.

Children organise themselves into extra-curricular
activity, although this is not compulsory. Teachers
were getting about 50 yuan per month. For a day
school like this there is no cost to the parent. In
the concert performed for us, there were many items
about the revolutionary fervour of the new China,
examplesof Tibetan, Korean, Mongolian dances and
some very accomplished instrumental pieces (both
W estern and Chinese instruments)

In Shanghai we also visited the Nan Yang Secon-
dary school (2,864 pupils — 140 teachers). Here the

courses included Chinese, English, Politics, M aths,

Science, Geography, Histo Cutlure, Sport. They
pointed out that before L eration only the bour-
geoise, capitalists and landh ds sent their children
to school but now the school oil is made up of 80%
workers, soldiers and peas s children. Since the
Cultural Rev. the school h. sent 1,900 graduates
into the countryside to learn from "e peasants and
to spread the new revolutionary r »rit. This school
was signalled outforits progressiv policies by Chair-
man Mao and he gave it a sp<" ud motto — “The
Young Vanguard.” Atthis K ereare Red Guards
who actaccording to the | ares 1) Dare to think.
2) Dare to Act. 3) Dare to Speak. 4) Dare to Path-
Find (i.e. criticise). 5) Dare to Make Revolution.
Now almost all the manual labour is done outside
the school, usually via day per week. Also in their
holidays students worked voluntarily in factories or
on Communes.

We saw studentspreparing fortheirexams however
because the emphasisisonencouraging everyone and
not on beating your class-mate, all the exams are
open hook exams and the questions are given before
the exam. Nobody can thus be classed as a failure.
We saw a girl prepare an answer to the question,
“What do you Understand about Feudalism.”
Although only 14 she gave a comprehensive out-line
of its history and then went into the political implica-

CHINAS
DOCTORS

Before Liberation in 1949 China was racked with
famine and disease. Millions of people fell victim to
malaria, schistosomiasis (snail-fever) or V.D.: malnut-
rition and opium addiction were rife.

Dr. Joshua Horn, the famous British surgeon who
visited N.Z. last year, writes in his book Away with
All Pests: “Poverty and ignorance were reflected in
a complete lack of sanitation, as a result of which fly
and water-borne diseas such as typhoid, cholera and
dysentery took a heavy toll. Worm infestation was prac-
tically universal, for untreated human and animal man-
ure was the main and essential soil fertiliser. The people
lived on the fringe of starvation, and this so lowered
their resistance to disease that epidemics carried off
thousands every year. The average life expectancy in
China in 1935 was stated to be about 28 years. . . Con-
servative estimates put the infantile mortality rate at
between 160 and 170 per thousand live births.”

Today the Chinese people eatwell and stay healthy,
while in most Asian countries the available health
care remains as wretched as ever. Vegetables, fruit,
fish, meat and poultry are readily available at stable
low prices. China was the first country in the world
to virtually eliminate VD. Opium addiction was
wiped outwithin five years. Schistosomiasis has been
largely broughtundercontrol and malaria eliminated.
Infantile mortality is down to levels comparable with
Scandinavian countries.

How has all this been achieved? How are further
advances being made?

In 1949 a People’s Government took power. The
war against the Kuomintancj and all foreign invaders
was won by the great majority of Chinese people
uniting behind the leadershipofthe Communist Party.
The war against “poverty and ignorance” has been
fought by the same combination of forces. In the
field of health, as in other fields, the evidence was
before our eyes throughout our visit to China.

The first National Health Congress in August 1950
laid down four basic guidelines:

(DHealth work should primarily serve the masses

PLA. 50IHP€R

oflabouring people — the workers, peasants and sol-
diers.

(2) The main emphasis should be on preventive
medicine.

(3) Close unity should he fostered between tradi-
tional and modern doctors.

(4) Wherever possible, health work should be con-
ducted by mass campaigns with active participation
of medical workers.

No vested interest has been allowed to stand in
the way of improving the health ofthe people, follow-
ing these basic guidelines. Traditional medicine is
made to serve the future. Foreign medicine is made
to serve China. Medical knowledge ismore an more
“demystified,” spread amongst the people and to the
farthest comer of the country. It is not confined to
a small numberof people with University education.

Diseases and unhygienic hahits have been fought
through the method of the “three-in-one” combina-
tion: leading cadres (Party workers), medical workers
and the broad masses of people have organised
together and carried out nation-wide sanitary cam-
paigns to wipe out major diseases and to exterminate
“the four pests” (flies, mosquitoes, rats, bedbugs).

In communes, schools, factories and
neighbourhoods — all living and work-places —
routine medical care is available on the spotand pre-
ventive measures are organised. More serious
illnesses and injuries can be immediately transferred
to a hospital which is equipped to deal with them.
The total number of hospital bheds in China has
increased by 19 times compared with before 1949,

In Shanghai we visited a housing resettlement area
where 10,000 families are served by 8 medical clinics
and amedium-sized hospital. The clinics treatall com -
mon illnesses such as colds and diarrhea. Some doc-
tors and nurses stay inside to give treatments whil
others tour the neighbourhood checking on preven-
tion measures against disease. The hospital was a
white-washed functional building with facilities for
injections, dentistry, herbal medicines, X-rays and

tions of it, describing how itcan be over-thrown using
M-L-Mao Tse Tung thought. We also observed stu-
dents reading an English text about the oppression
ofthe Negroes inthe U.S.A. In Politics in their first
year they study in addition to Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Stalin, Mao Tse Tung — the history ofsocial develop-
ment. In their second year the history ofthe Chinese
Communist Party, the structure and the theory; in
the third year Political Philosophies. A third of the
time in Politics is spenton Current affairs,

Both Peking University and the Dalien Engineering
Institue which we visited were still only working to
aboutathird oftheircapacity asthey still were feeling
the effects of the C.R.AIl universities were closed
because they were the epitome of revisionist streaks,
there was no combination of theory and practice, no
manual work involved and complete concentration
on producing experts.

Onleaving schoolastudentwould work in a factory
oracommune orjoin the Peoples Liberation Army;
after two years if he decided he wanted to attend
university, he would ask his fellow workers who
would decide if he was suitable. If they thought he
was fit to go to university, they would tell the Rev,
Comm, which in turn would recommend  him to
a university. The students were expected to go back
to the people oncompleting theircourses. A full range
of courses similar to our universities were offered
to the students.

Dave Wickham
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minorsurgery, amongst other things. (M ajor surgical
cases go to a larger city hospital).

As seemed common in China, the staff was very
enthusiastic abouttheirwork. Potentially dusty build-
ings were kept clean. Old equipment was painstak-
ingly maintained. At this hospital the staff was very
proud of their new modern X-ray machine, made in
Shanghai.

Here we saw people undergoingoo/pucture treat-
ments for a strained back and varicose veins. Now
famous in the West, acupuncture is one of the most
dramatic and wide-ranging legacies of Chinese tradi-
tional medicine. In 1929 itwas banned by the Kuomin-
tang government but the ban was largely ignored by
the people. Since 1949 traditional medicine has been
encouraged and further developed. Acupuncture is
now extensively used even as anaesthesia in major
operations.

Inaprimary school clinic in Shanghai we saw chil-
dren being treated for shortsightedness. A needle was
injected deeply into the cheek about an inch beneath
the eye, causing no apparent pain. A medical worker
gave us statistics for the last group of children to
be treated for severe shortsightedness (0.4-0.8 ona
scale going up to 1.5). 10 out of 16 fully recovered
— the rest showed some but not full improvement.

In recent years much progress had been made in
acupuncture treatment of deaf-mutes. At a Talien
school fordeaf-mute children, we learned how P.L.A
soldiers have experimented on themselves in order
to find the best possible techniques for the children.
We saw children being treated in a classroom as they
practised making different sounds in each other’s
ears. At this school, out of 307 deaf-mute children,
270 have been receiving treatment— 17% have shown
“obvious” improvement, 72% “some” improve-
ment, and 11% no improvement. Some ofthe students
put on a concert before we left and the intensity of
theireffortsand new-found confidence was very mov-
ing.
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Afactory we visited at Shenyang (Northed China),
building heavy machinery, had a medical staff of 200
anda hospital with 270 beds to serve a staffof 10,000
workers. Treatment is free for the staff, half-price
for their families. W hile recovering patients are on
fullpay. We were told there are few serious accidents
because safety education is given every Saturday
morning. -

Ataglassware factory in Talien we heard oftechni-
calreforms suggested by workers and technicians for
health reasons. Glass is no longer blown by mouth.
Water now runs through the crushing machinery to
keepthe air from being dirty. Recent X-rays of work-
ersfound no trace of silica lung disease.

Atthis factory we heard of shortcomings in sanita-
tion which still remain to be solved. At some other
places it was surprising to see workers without
adequate footwear or eye protection. Without doubt
these problems will be defined and dealt with in the
near future.

For the advances in health care in China have not
been without sethacks. They have only been made
through careful analysis of problems in the light of
practical experience,- with the constant aim of
“Serving the People.”

During the Cultural Revolution, when struggles
took place on all fronts against the restoration of
capitalism, it was realised that health facilities were
sill too much concentrated in the cities, at the
expense of the countryside where 80% of the people
live.

Since then the revolutionary call has been: “In
medical and health work, put the stress on the rural
area” Tens of thousands of roving medical teams
were sent to the countryside to treat and help prevent
disease, and to train rural medical workers (the
"Barefootdoctors”). Withinafew months the kirefoot
doctors were able to combine routine medical work
ontheircommunes with continued study and training.
Mdnj of them have gone to to full medical college.

Since late 1968 self-reliant co-operative medical

1 care systems have been gradually created throughout
I'the countryside.

We visited the July 1st People’s Commune on the
outskirts of Shanghai which has a population of
16,900. There is one main hospital. Il production
brigades each have a health centre, 88 production
teams each have a clinic. All commune members pay
lquan per year to receive free medical treatment.
(Average earnings are 3-400 yuan per year each).
Before 1949 about 50% of the population in this area
suffered from snail-fever — now this has been virtu-
ally wiped out.

At a health centre we talked with one barefoot
doctor — her partner was out working in the fields.
She usually sees about 10 patients per day; the few
patients with serious complaints go to the commune
hospital. She gives many vaccinations and innova-
tions and, for instance, the last case of polio there
was in 1960. She received four months initial training
and every year has 1-2 months further theoretical
training at the country hospital.

Such services can be found all over the Chinese

—
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countryside, though specific details may vary. For
example, at the Hsien Chiao People’sCommune near
Kwangchow members pay 30 cents per month to the
co-operative medical scheme. This commune has its
own workshop for manufacturing many drugs and
isself-sufficientinthe productionofherbal medicines.

In Peking we visited the Chi Shuie Tan Hospital,
a large and prestigious place with 210 doctors, all
graduated from medical college, and 220 nurses. It
has 520 beds and serves 130 different organisations
(factories, schools, government offices — 130,000
people inall)and 20,000 local residents. Patients need-
ing specialised orthopaedic and traumatological
(severe wounds) treatment come from all over the
country.

Because of the different kinds of training medical
staff have received*division of labour occurs, but it
isnotrigid. Thecommon aim isto speed up the recov-
ery of patients so they can resume their jobs and
normal lives. If doctors have time they help nurses
and orderlies with basic patientcare apart from treat-
ment. Everyone helps with keeping the hospital clean.
Patients are kept fully informed about their illness
and treatment so they can help their own recovery.

This particular hospital has three roving medical
teams which are sentin rotation into the countryside,
sometimesthousands ofmilesaway. Medical workers
constantly visit local factories, schools and streets
to assist with prevention and treatments — they also
take part in physical labour and learn as much as
possible aboutthe people whose health they are serv-
ing. This year 4 teams of medical workers were sent
to help with the wheat harvest.

In sunlit6-bed wards patients in blue pyjamas were
lyingontop oftheirbeds. Sufgeons proudly introduced
us to some of them who greeted us cheerfully: a girl
with an arm rejoined after it was severed inan indus-
trial accident; another girl who was crushed by a
train: she had had her left foot successfully joined
to her right leg and would later be fitted with a new
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artificial left leg. One patient who had lost a thumb
had had his fourth fingertransplanted and could now
write again.

We also saw fractures successfully treated through
combination of Chinese traditional and W estern
methods. While using X-rays to examine their work
and placing more stress on accurate reduction, Chin-
ese doctors prefer to immobilise the fracture with
a shortsplint rather than a plaster cast, thus allowing
suitable movement to the joints above and helow.
Results have shown that patients suffer less pain,
treatment is shortened by one-third to one-halfcom-
pared with eitherthe old Chinese or W estern method
alone, and complications such as joint stiffness and
muscle atrophy are rare.

Chie Shuie Tan is obviously one of the most
advanced hospitals in the world, especially in the field
of rejoining severed limbs. Postgraduate students
come from all over China “to achieve perfection.”
Other Chinese hospitals are world leaders in fields
such as healing serious burn cases.

Spectacular advances are consistently made
through dedicated and scientific analysis of theory
and practice. Doctors we spoke to could notunder-
stand questions about “mercy-killing.” There is no
such debate in China. No disease isseen as absolutely
and forever incurable.
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TUTORS NEEDED

The Pacific Islands Church isrunning a homework
centre and coaching class. This class takes place on
Tuesday nights between 6.00 pm and 7.30 pm in the
old Onehunga Public Library which is on the comer
of Church and Queen Street, Onehunga.

The classes are open to anyone, irrespective of
denomination, who is sitting School Certificate or
University Entrance and wants help with their work.

We have at present 7 tutors and a group of about
26 children and things are going very well. However
there isa growing number of students who need help
in commercial subjects and we have been unable to
recruit people to help out with the tutoring.

The work is often more a matter of explaining,
slowly and clearly work which they have already
covered, and building on the foundation which they
getatschool. The main criterion is patience and good
humour.

If you could help could you ring:

Clunny Macpherson,
Dept, of Sociology ext. 346,
or 549 361 evenings.

P.S. There is no money to pay anyone but it is
a lot of fun and very rewarding (morally not finan-
cially.)

JALAI
&

the sandalm aker

Mill Lane,
off Swanson Street

clothing, leathercrafts

body oils, pottery.

Eastern Imports;
pipes, papers,
jewellery etc.
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Coach and escort ride across the panorama of Monument Valley

during ArAGECOACI/

Itwas in 1913 that John Ford arrived in Hollywood,
the year that Griffith directed the Birth Of A Nation.,
As a shaper of the American film for a half a century,
with an extraordinary 120 films to his credit Ford
isone of cinema’s major auters, lauded by Bergmann,
Welles, Godard;, Peckinpah and other fellow film-
makers.

Sean O'Feeny, his real name, he was always to
feel a duel tug on his emotions as an Irishman born
in America. This duality he was to synthesise by
a remembrance of a vanished past, which he
recreates movingly throughout his films.

They bespeak mosteloquently when he can exult
the values of the agrarian community. Through The
Grapes of Wrath, The Searchers and finally in
Cheyenne Autumn a redolent nostalgia permeats his
vision of the past.

In The Quiet Man, Sean Thornton, the retired
American-lrish boxer returns to the land of his
ancestors to recapture his Celtic past. Contrast this
with Leon's Ryan’s Daughter 20 years later and
? it acalculated, almoststerile professionalism
« ha! lachrymose film, created at the butt-end

Le-ahs career, which fails beside a film felt and
hf a conceived. “ My first love affair” Ford said
of It.

The Quiet Man has a peculiarly Irish gaiety to
it. As old Dan Jobin lies on his death-bed and the
priest intones extreme unction outside comes the
sound of strident shouting. A real donnybrook is
on between Sean and Red Will Danaher. Old Dan
jumps out of his bed, grabs his walking stick and
bounds off to see the fight.

Throughout all his films the Irish strain was to
permeate, in his boisterous, sometimes forced
humour that he employs, in his use of stock charac-
ters like Victor McLagen, Barry Fitzgerald and
Maureen O’Hara and also inaneverpresentthough
usually subdued Catholicism.

W hen Ford’s Catholicism does surface, as in The
Fugitive, the result varied according to ones level

The Horse Soldiers

of devotion. Devotees of Bunuel would no doubt
object to The Fugitive, Ford’s 1947 tribute to the

. . John W ayne
Henry Fonda in the opening shotfrom THE GRAPES OF
AYELLOW
gst terms. the midst of a
Then the rituals ... the portrait of Sefftoil poetic and po

Eternal Church and agree with James Agee who
said it was like a creeping Jesus. Other less anti-
clerical reviewerw (unlike Agee who despised his
Catholicism) have seen it as “an examination of
religious conscience comparable with the great
European films of this subject.” (John Baxter, the
Cinema of John Ford).

People look at this aspect of Ford and see him
as a reactionary director. It is however not to my
mind a reactionary view as it is constantly laced
with humanism. The Grapes of Wrath is one of the
great liberal cinematic testaments as, Time in its
review on February 12, 1940 was forced to admit
while adding that “pinkos who did not bat an eye
at the Soviet Government exterminating 3,000,000
peasants by famine will go for a good cry over the
hardships of the Oakies."

W hereas the reactionary can only build bulwarks
againstthe onslaught so the romantic finds his vision
ineither the past drthe future. Itis the same pheno-
men and such romanticism,can weld both both the
past and future together.

Notso in Ford. He detests the present age with
a Luddite-like suspicion. The closest he comes to
it is in The Last Hurrah where he depicts an old
time political boss, a forerunner of Richard Daley
called Frank Skeffington who is running what he
knows will be his last campaign. His methods are
anachronistic, attendances at wakes, personal dona-
tions and giving of jobs. This pre-welfare state
“solution” is challenged by a highly charged cam-
paign inwhich asmooth professional approach wins
over Skeffington’s earthy manner.

But Ford shows that Skeffington had created his
own destruction for his form of manipulation had
grown outmoded.

There are touches in this film which make it For-
dian. The prepared speech by Skeffington’s hapless
opponent, studio manufactured with a barking dog
(ibid., Nixon’s Chequers speech) isplayed inbroad-

dead wife to which he offers deference plam We see In
new flower beside iteach day emphasises hiseie grouped in fr
from the present, justas awild cactus rose becw and the autu
Ford’s symbol for the West in The Man Whol shadows and
Liberty Valance (a device borrowed also by Rida stalwartness <
Attenborough, in “Oh Whata Lovely War”) tured here, si

Welles said Ford was poet and a comedian.l) The early
comedian we have seen as very lrish (“Hikel animage of u
discoverhumour inthe midstoftragedy, fortragtd wait an uniin
isneverwholly tragic” — Ford, Films and Reew for the Gov
Sept 6 1955). The poet is universal for he usesh comes Ford n
camera to describe what cannot be said. their questior
An intuitiv

Primarily in Ford we have however ava naturally thrc
cinema. “Cinema is still basically silent”, heli Arthur Mille
said and the images he invokes confirm this. Ya How Green
Mr Lincoln ends with Lincoln walking up ahll only talk,” h

“7 was President of the Directors Guild4 m dOld Man oj
5°V says Joseph L. Mankiewicz, ‘durrg fenced by him.
McCarthy Era, and a faction of the J iewearing his be
headed by DeMille, tried to make it mandat y a word. Then
for every member to sign a loyalty oath. Im g speech, there 1
Europe when the thing started, but as soonastl jrd raised his h
notified me, I sent word that, as President,\ gfier there to ti
very much against anything like that. Well,pAdto identify thei
soon, these little items about me started appum”~d up. “My na
in the gossip columns. “Isn’t it a pity aboutfyu Westerns.” 1

Mankiewicz? We didn't know he was a pii DeMille as a

In those days, you know, an insinuation in this root
almost as good as a proven fact. Well, it if what the

got serious— | began to realize my career ilB. DeMille-
the block. They called a meeting of the give it to ther
Guild, finally, and I flew back for it. The ille, who was
membership showed wup. It was ham ’f like you, C
DeMille's group made speeches—four hom whatyou've bt
went on. And all during this, I was womn we give Joe

and | knew quite a few others were wo\ go home and ge

what John Ford thought. He was kind of did.’
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John W ayne and Ben Johnson in the burial scenefrom SHE WORE

RAPES OF WM AvELLOw RIBBON

themidst of a thunder storm, an image that is both
portrait of Skelt poetic and portentous.
s deference f We see In The Searchers the Jorgensen Family
emphasises hiseie grouped in front of the house, the wind blowing
d cactus rose becoe and the autumnal hues of late afternoon casting
in The Man WhoIn shadows and highlighting their features. A pioneer

rowed also by Rdd stalwartness and the homestead as sancity are cap-

a Lovely War”) tured here, silhouetted in silent splendour.

and a comedian.|  The early sequences of Cheynne Autumn paint
very Irish (“I  animage of unconquarable nobility. As the Indians
oftragedy, fortapd wait an unlimitable time under the scorching sun
-d, Films and Reew for the Government Commission which never
versal for he ush comes Ford moves his camera across them, leaving
lot be said. their question to time.

Anintuitive director he communicates his ideas
ve however awst naturally through the camera. The photographer,
ically silent”, hetn Arthur Miller said his experience with Ford on
sconfirm this. Ya HowGreen Was My Valley was unique. “You'd
nwalking upa only talk,” he says, “fifty words to him in a day;

the Directors Guildafrond Old Man of the Guild and people could be
Mankiewicz, ‘dun  ffiuneed by him. But he just sat there on the
a faction of the C ( ilvearing his baseball cap and sneakers, didn"t
ied to make it mantiti ya word. Then after DeMille had made his
n a loyalty oath. fte Ospeech, there was silence for a moment and
tarted, but as soongill ord raised his hand. We had a court steno-
"that, as President,lj Iiﬁher there to take it all down and everybody
ting like that. Well,fn qlto identify themselvesfor the record. So Ford
bout me started apbf nod up. “M y name's John Ford,"” he said. “I
‘Isn't it a pity about uke Westerns.” He praised DeMille's pictures
t know he was a pifk WDeMille as a director. “J don't think there's
tow, an insinuation timéein this room,"” he said, “who knows more
men fact. Well, ity ot what the American public wants than
realize my career M| {@B. DeMille— and he certainly knows how
a meeting of the give it to them.” Then he looked right at
w back for it. The Mille, who was across the hallfrom him. “But
> It was harming jon't like you, C. B.,” he said. “And | don't
speeches—four hom ywhatyou've been saying here tonight. Now |
<2 this, 1 was won we give Joe a vote of confidence— and let's
go home and get some sleep.” And that's what
ht. He was kind of rydid."

>others were wot

you had a communication with him so great, you
could sense what he wanted” .

Just as Whitman through Leaves of Grass tried
to sing of America’s myriad moods and rejoice in
its experiences, so too if we switch mediums does
John Ford.

Read W hitman’s Cavalry Charging a Ford, “A
line inlong array . . .with the guidon Flags fluttering
inthe air” and then see  She Wore a Yellow Ribbon
0r The Horse Soldiers and W hitman’s image is
realized.

W hen the Secretary of the Interior, Carl Schurz
ponders the stupidity and viciousness of his nation’s
Indian policy in  Cheyenne Autumn , he looks for
solicitude ataportraitofLincoln, saying: “old friend

..old friend what would you do?” We feel Ford’s
deep affection in this shot, sustained by the back-
ground of When Johnny Comes Marching Home
Again.

When Peter Bogdanavich asked whetherinrecent
years itwas difficultto geta good script Ford replied
customarily that there was no such thing. “Scripts
are dialogue”, he said, “ 1 don’t like all that talk.”

Too many directors become like Andrew Saris
labelled Joseph L. Mankiewicz, “theme without
style.””Eitherthey come from theatrical background
and are retarded by it, seeing cinema as dead theatre
like Brook's Marat-Sade’ or else they show the
chronic uninventedness ofa Norman Jewison in Fid-
dler on The Roof.

But the supreme fallacy is flashy special effects

which may juggle the senses fora momentary thrill,
perfectcases being Superfly or Shaftwhen sensation
camouflages vacuousness.

Ford however, moves hiscamera sparingly allow -
ing the image to consolidate for his audience, to
make them unaware of its presence.

W hat he does create is a myriad of vinettes sus-
tained by an empathy for the past. How Green Was
My Valley inducesin Ford a chance to communicate
aweb of communal life, far more affirmative than
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Martin Ritt’s savage depiction of mining life in “ The
Molly Maguires” (one ofthe few proletarian dramas
made in America).

Who can forget the extraordinary sequence in

The Horse Soldiers when the cadets in the junior
military academy march out with their aged school
master to face the Northern Cavalry (it must have
impressed David Lean for he used it six years later
in Dr Zhivago).

[n an interview with Jean Mitray in Films and
Review Ford spelt spelt out his ideas on cinema.
“You don’t compose a film on the set. You put
a pre-designed composition on film. It is wrong to
liken a director with an author. He is more like
anarchitect, ifhe iscreative. An architectconceives
his plan from given premises — the purpose of the
building its size, its terrain. If he is clever, he can
do something within these limitations.”

Ford has known no limitations. His films from
The Iron Horse (1924) encompass an odyssy towards
understanding the contradictions of the American
spirit, as meaningful as the turbulent journey of
Thomas Wolfe.

He has catalogued its errors in  Cheyenne
Autumn, questioned its make-up in The Searchers
(“a psychological epic — Ford) and suggested his
own alternative in The Grapes of Wrath. “. . . it’s
all one flow, like a stream, little eddy, little waters,
but the river goes on,’’says Ma Joad.

At the end of Liberty Vallance the newspaper
editor puts away his pen after hearing the true story.
He will not publish this, explaining that when the
legend becomes a fact print the legend. Ford has
shown the evolution of ajmyth, destroys it and
recreates it"

His spiritual epic across the bounds of time and
space is a narrative chronicled by a master story-
teller. We have in his films a vast and wonderful
reckoning with what he calls, “the naked truth in
the midstofaction . . .the consequences ofa tragic
momenty’

Brent Lewis
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JOHN FORD ..

‘Ford was always a cop hater by religion, by
belief'! Parrish remembers. ‘He had a big streak

of contemptfor any kind of authority, any kind JOhI’l H
of paternal influence on him— all the producers, T_here ar
all the money— they were the enemy. On The hllm andn
Informer, on the first day of shooting, he got the sible.
entire cast and crew together in the middle of the In the (
set, and he brought out the producer. “Now get a pared for
good look at thisguy,” Ford said and he took hold Suitab|e 1
of the man's chin. “ This is CIliff Reid. He is the MrHa
producer. Look at him now because you will not ‘indepen<
see him again on this set until the picture is p|an stra
finished.” And that was true— we never saw him It has
again— he just disappeared.’ Party ffC
not to re
‘We were making a picture," says cameraman Meanv
Joseph LaShelle, ‘and the head of the studio sent flowers t
his assistant down to the set to tell Ford he was a
day behind schedule. “Oh,” said Ford, very polite,
“well, how many pages wouldyou figure we shoot
a day?” “About eight, | guess,” the guy said. Aubre]
“Wouldyou hand me the script,” Ford said, and a rather
the guy handed it to him. He counted out eight Mt Eden
pages that hadn't been shotyet, ripped them out, Vationist:
and handed them to the guy. “ You can tell your ts as ¢
boss we're back on schedule now,” he said. And he e .
never did shoot those eight pages.’ resl_?grglesli
plain thai
coasters
THE FINAL FOOTNOTE dem and
interfere
Our story is now complete. On Friday while working
on this article, one part of which was to put it in
the present tense as | had inadvertently put it in the
past, John Ford died. The Apoloj
Iron Horse. “Anyom
an active
Bay Spo
dental.
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THE SEARCHERS.

Burial scene
Stills: Cheyenne Autumn with Ward Bond

\IF

From THE LAST HURRAH. : Skeffington (Spencer Tracy)
places a flower beneath his wife’s portrait. Top right: Spencer Tracy
with Edward Brophy and James Gleason at the wake.

: Tracy and Jeffrey Hunter.



John Harris has leftthe City and West End News.
There are suggestions that disagreements between
himand managing director Michael Hartwere respon-
sible.

Inthe end money makes the final.decision. Be pre-
pared fora tamer West End News from now on with
suitable liberal platitudes to disguise the change.

MrHartisaliberal parexcellence. He and certain
‘independents’ meet in St Matthews each week to
plan strategy for next year’s loBhl bodies elections.

It has been suggested that this is merely a Values
Party front but that is idle gossip and we urge you
notto repeat it.

Meanwhile farewell to West End News.
flowers by Interflora.

Send

Aubrey Begg, government M.P. for Awarua, has
a rather unique view of conservation. Speaking in
Mt Eden on Sunday, he maintained that all conser-
vationists should supportthe milling ofthe heech for-
ests as conservation means the using of our natural
resources wisely.

He also maintained that as most Aucklanders com -
plain that W estland must stay in its natural state then
coasters have a perfect right to come up here and
demand the destruction of the harbour bridge as it
interferes with the natural geography.

Apologies to Dr Maiden for our article entitled
“Anyone For Tennis”. The fact that Dr Maiden is
an active tennis playerand a promoterofthe Hobson
Bay Sporting complex ofcourse iscompletely coinci-

dental. The score now is love — 40,
rASTROLOGY-
NUMEROLOGY ‘Me oyj&va

following recent studies, we can
provide personal readings from your
birth data. Forward your time, date
and place of birth, and your usual
name and we will send you details
of your personality, based on a
correlation of interpretations from
the ancient sciences of astrology
and numerology.
Send details plus $2 to: —
AMILTHOR,
P.0. Box 5341, Wellesley St,
Auckland. (81 Norfolk.St.)
__ (REPLY IS POST FREE)___

Money...

when you haven't

ot much ofit

ow you handle it

counts

Maybe Russ Blakeman
of the BNZ can help you
sort it out

Russ understands the sort of mind-splitting
financial problems students face. He can
explain BNZ services like cheque and saving
accounts, travellers' cheques and so on,

as well as specific BNZ services a lot of

poncho bar

is! hers1theirsloriginals
66 PITT STREET. AUCKLAND.ph. 730

ROUND THE CORNER FROM KARANGAHAPE ROAD

IT’S Different

We notice that Hare Khrishna is now an incor-

porated society and inthe spiritof Rotarian fellowship
we suggest they read J. Paul Getty's “How | Made
My First Million”, for their spiritual solvency.

We notice that whereas once they distributed
pamphlets free now they sell books. It is good to
see they are learning Christian ethics and adapting
them for their own use. A custard pie to Hare
Khrishna.

[t is interesting that while David Frost’s audience
was clamouring for Big Norm, Gentleman Jack was
receiving the rhubarb. Finally they got an audience
together, composed mainly of down-town executives

which disproved one myth that they spend their after-

noons golfing while their workers slave. As for Jack,

well, we denounce his 10 minute make-up as a Jack-

up. Another custard pie, please.

The Auckland Star has found a good issue to evan-

gelise about without fear of affecting its advertising.
Wereferofcourse to the Thomas re-trial. By contrast
perhaps you may recall the series of articles Noel
Holmes did on dubious practices within used car
deals. The series caused a mini-boycott by the trade,
advertising slumped and since then the Star’s made
sure that its social concerns don’t interfere with its
advertising revenue. The moral: advertising s
mightier than the pen.

Top Hats, crazy hats,
Cloaks and Monks Robes. Handmade Shawls

students have found useful.

1. BNZ Education Loans
Short term to tide you over or for several

years. These loans are tailored to fit
your needs and expectations.

BNZ Consulting Service
Free, helpful, financial advice from people
who understand money and how it works.

Call Russ Blakeman, University of Auckland

On-Campus Branch, Old Student Union
Building. Phone 370-385 and fix up a time

for a chat.
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MISCELLANEA

Built in 1889, the Customs House from the outside
looks like a fine example of Georgian Architecture.
Black turretsongrey stone. Curleques and, from Cus-
toms Street, generally pleasing proportions.

The inside story is a little different. Around the
back isa tortuous wasteland, with wings of the place
jdutting out and overshadowed by the buildings next

0or.

The basement is a low roofed mes6. The hall on
the ground floor looked, ifcleared ofall Ve old coun-
ters, like a suitable place for indoor basketball, and
the high pointed roof was distinctly unbeautiful. The
other floors, builtaround a square hole, feature miles
of corridors going around and around;with variously
sized rooms leading off. The most exciting place is
the garret, which is up a narrow flight of stairs, a
square room perched high above the street.

The atmosphere, at present, is one of Dickensian
bookishness. Perhaps this has something to do with
the fact that it has been a workplace for clerks.

It seen\s to me that the place, with its present
atmosphere, would be ideal for students of all types
as a boarding house or a communal study of some
sort. The variously sized cells hidden away along
the corridors would provide privacy and, ifsome win-
dows were double glazed, quiet.

The architecture students have presented the gov-
ernment with two plans for its use. One is that it
be made into a shopping mall; the other (a Les
Andrews idea), that it be a centre for the arts —
mainly dancing and music.

Perhaps this young Old Building,(ourold buildings
are really very young)would prefersomething quieter
in itSrenaissance.

Susan Heap

INCREASE YOUR
READING RATE

50%
AT A FREE
INTRODUCTORY LECTURE

m100%

OF

Evelyn Wood

READING
DYNAMICS

Room 202 STUDENT UNION BUILDING

1 pm

Next Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th Thursday 13th Friday 14th

NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER.
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CRACCUM

REGGAE IN YOUR JEGGAE

| say again — take off thy shoes

and move tny feet

and rock steady

for that is the 11th commandment of the Rudies.
“Train to Sth. Vietnam” by the Rudies

Millie Small, who seems to be getting higger every
photo | see, had a hit record in 1964 with “ My Boy
Lollipop™, the first appearance on the international
charts of a record closely resembling Reggae. Chris
Blackwell, the son of a white plantation owner,
released it on his own Island label which he had
started inthe West Indies and taken to England, along
with a handful of Jamaican artists in 1961. He wasn’t
the first to release Jamaican records in England but
no one had reached such a wide market before with
this strictly minotiry-interest music.

“My Boy Lollipop” was actually a Ska (or Blue
Beat) record and with its novel sound of the whole
rhythm section piling into the offbeatand Miss Small’s
eagerly nubile vocal, established Ska’s commercial
potential. It started a short lived trend and we even
ended up with our own Blue Beat girl, Dinah Lee
— lucky old us. Other people had varying amounts
of success using a Ska beat of sorts but the whole
thing soon died down and Jamaica’sown unique form
Trock and roll retired again to the backwaters, away

Lthe pop mainstream.
i the same time the large expatriate West Indian
‘ation around London, who were behind the ini-
surge in interest in Ska, remained a steady mar-
imported and UK made Skarecords. Jamaican
‘ayed in West Indian clubs in London, and
,more and more during the late sixties and
iders began to pick up the original music,
to the popified product that was making
oises in the charts. The germ of interest

th. mg planted in the fertile minds of people
like [cCartney and Mick Jagger, has begun
to pus..  the surface over the last couple of years.

“Ob La Dee, Ob La Da” wasone ofthe early signs.

Anothernear-Reggae hitofthe sixties was arecord
called “Rudi’s In Love” by an England band,
Locomotive. This became a staple mid-set number
for a host of bands around Auckland at the time and
was ideal for loosely, swaying along with in that bored
manner that girls used to affect in places like the
Galaxy, God rest its throbbing little soul. But
Locomotive was a white®band dabbling in the style
— they had a very ordinary pop ballad the flip side.
The mqjor resurgence of Jamaican music in 69 and
70 was lead by a Jamaican singer with a Jamaican
band, and two singles that rank among the finest in
the style — “ Israelites” and “ It Miek” by Desmond
Dekker and the Aces.

By this time the skinheads had kicked out their
little niche in the English working class and along
the way had embraced Reggae as their own. The
combined skinhead and West Indian market served
to boost Desmond Dekker, Dave and Ansil Collins
and others into the charts, and also resulted in a few
gratuitous releases like “Skinhead Moonstomp” by
Symarip, where there was no question as to which
less discerning sector of the market the record com-

pany was looking. Nevertheless, amid much abuse
from the progressive rockers and several kill-joys in
the music press, Reggae started strutting around like
it was going somewhere — and it’s still going.
Basically whereitcomes from is American Rhythm
and Blues, particularly the New Orleans music of
Jessie Hill, Smiley Lewis, Chris Kenner and Fats
Domino, and has existed as a fairly distinct form
since the late fifties. It’s consistently drawn on pop
and rock material but always turning the beat ond
itshack inthatinstantly recognizable way thatnobody
has yet found a good explanation for. At first the
bands employed a similar line-up to the R and B
groups with a horn section and frequent solos, one
of the points that differentiate this style (Ska) from
the later developments (Rock Steady and Reggae).
Asgreatas Skawasto dance to, the need to supply
a more flexible and even more danceable rhythm
forced some gradual changes. Rock Steady emerged
as a separate identifiable style as the horn section
was phased out, guitar and bass became more promi-
nent and a little of the solid emphasis was taken from
the offbeat. The Beatles “You Won't See Me” from
about this period has a remarkably Rock Steady-ish
sound in certain sections and it's been suggested that
itwas influential in the charges that were taking place
in Ska. It’s significant that like the term “ Rock and
Roll”, Rock Steady originally referred to the dance
rather than the music and this is also the case with
Reggae. In Rock Steady the bass sound is the most
important thing happening because that’s what you
danced to. Reggae uses even less brass, and the bass
and guitar function more rhythmically with the faster
drumming. These may well have been its last major

changes as a truly ethnic music before the inevitable
happened, because with Reggae it reached perhaps

its greatest potential both commercially and expres-

sively.

Carl Gaye, a Jamaican writer living in England,
has said that it’s been necessary to have pop Reggae
to break the music to a wider audience but points
out the difference in feel between it and the more
genuine stuff, that’s often called blues by Jamaican
enthusiasts. There hasn’t been much Reggae on the
hit parade with anything like an ethnic feel since Des-
mond Dekker'sfirstcouple of hits and most people’s
contact with it amounts to “Suzanne Beware of the
Devil” and the like, which is OK but it’s only the
softened tip pfa pretty extensive iceberg.

There’snothing unusual in this as the earthy roots
ofany pop style never gains the mass popularity and
financial returns of the trend it spawns. The unfor-
tunate thing in this country is that anyone looking
for an album of good Reggae has got his work cut
outhecause worthwhile releases have been absolutely
minimal.

Easily the bestso farreleased here isthe soundtrack
album of the film “The Harder They Come”
(ISLAN D 34681) which has six tracks by Jimmy Cliff
who stars in the film, five by various other Jamaican
artists like Desmond Dekkerand the Melodians, and
best of all, two by the Maytals including the mazing
“Pressure Drop”. A couple ofyears ago Jimmy CIiff
had a success with “Wonderful World, Beautiful
People” which defined the style of commercial Reg-
gae by softening the beat, adding strings and selling
like blazes. Although good pop itwould notbe consi-
dered good Reggae, butmy own objection at the time
was to the “lets all us beautiful people love one
another and make this ol” world a better place” mes-
sage; this lightweight preachiness continued in later
singles, “Be Aware” and “Synthetic World”.

On “The Harder They Come” he retains some
of this type of lyric yet manages to be infinitely more

effective musically. His Reggae is the most sophis-
ticated on the album, lacking the unbridled excitement
of the Maytals and employing a more urbane vocal
style than most (which must account for a lot of his
chart success). However all his compositions here
are strong and “Many Rivers to Cross” is one of
the record’s highlights, transcending any stylistic
quibbles.

Scotty’s“ Draw YourBrakes” and the Melodians’
“Rivers of Babylon” are both excellent, even mov-
ing, tracks — totally engaging music. W hat the album
does display is something of the variety that good
bands can achieve within this very strict framework.
Vocal styles in Reggae can range from a gritty Four
Topsor Soul Duo sound to smooth, cool harmonies,
orapure, controlled Sam Cooke voice coloured with
the strong Jamaican accent,

Like the Blues, Reggae has several reoccurring
themes in the lyrics, such as the pornographic songs
like “ Free Grind Ticket” by Lloydie and the Low-
bites which issun to the tune of “Love ofthe Commaon
People”;or “Cover Me” by Fritz and the Coozers
(No, really!). There's also the tie-in with the
Ethiopian-originated Rastafarian cult in Reggae’s
development, which is manifested in songs like
“Rasta Never Fails” and “ Israelites”, and in songs
in praise of homeland Africa and protests against
Babylon or Western influences in Jamaican society.

Heroes of the Kingston street people are often
praised and the ultimate in cool in the sixties was
James Bond (eg '007 by D. Dekker) and the mythical
Johnny Cool who was the Rude Boy par excellence.
Rude Boys are guys that hang out on street corners
emanating cool and causing trouble so that half the
songsactuallytendtoadviseorknockratherthan praise
them. (“Johnnie Too Bad” and “Rudie a Message
To You”).

Both the Reggae music and its sociological back-

groundare fascinatingandalthough ““The Harder They
Come” isthe bestintroduction availahle the very hest
thing thatcould happen here isthe release of the three
volume “Trojan Story” which isthe definitive Reggae
collection, with an information sheet that’s expansive
to say the least.

Recently we've had Reggae influenced hits and
album tracks from Paul Simon, Guess Who, John
Cale.J. Geils (agood one), Led Zeppelin, and Wings
etc etc., while Cat Stevens, Elton John Traffic, Rol-
ling Stones and Free have all traipsed off to Jamaica
to put down albums in the last 18 months. Reggae
doesn’t belong just to West Indians and skinheads
anymore but what’s been done up to now is well
worth catching up on.

After all that | must admit that | have a lot of
trouble convincing even my closest friends of this
— most seem bothered by the initial impression of
sameness about alot of Reggae. I've found that this
impression soon fades as its compelling freshness is
nothing less than a tonic, and the stuff gets to be
bloody addictive after a while. Ask my flatmates . ..
no, don’t ask my flatmates.*

Terence Hogan
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WAITING FOR GODOT, BY SAMUEL BECKETT
At Central Theatre
Opened on Saturday 28 August
Reviewed by J.C. Bailey
Produced by Raymond Hawthorne

Onthe night ofthe play I decided to write a review
that was quite precise and pithy, i.e. ‘WAITING
FOR GODOT IS DAMN GOOD, SEE IT’ This
was in line with my understanding of what Beckett
would want from a review of this work, especially
inline with a few references in the play to critics
and the extremely outrageous questioneer handed out
at the end of the performance. Beckett takes great
delight in playing with his audience calling them ‘that
bog’, ‘that vacuum’, ‘there’s nothing, nothing.’
Through out the play he gets the actor to say the
previous events will pass the time. And that I think
isall the play is mean to do, while at the same time
being very entertaining and very stimulating. If this
really is the aim of the play, then this production
succeeds marvellously.

The reason | have written the silly little paragraph
above and the new one that | am starting on now
is because the actors and producer deserve praise
and the attention of all the student body as they have
succeeded in bringing into being one of the best pro-
ductions | have ever seen at the Central Theatre.
Stephen Crane and Roger Oakley work together in
such perfect harmony as Estragon and Vladimir that
the result is far more powerful than the individual
talents of the two working alone could possibly
achieve. The only actor | felt was slightly out of har-
mony with the rest of the cast was Paul Robinson,
asPozzo. He seemed to keep himselfcontained within
himselfratherthan let himselfsuccumb to the rhythm.
But he was very competent even though he didn’t
dowhat I wanted him to do. Raymond Hawthorne
asthe conductor was brilliant.

The only thing left for me to mention is the lighting.
Tim Barton managed to achieve with the lights alone
anice feeling of the bog. It shows the power of light
increating atmosphere in the minds of the audience.

Now I have filled ina number of lines in Craccum

JAZZ | BLUES /| ROCK JAM

Well dearreader, Saturday 11th Augustsow amajor
success in the minor social scene. The Jaz-
ZIBlues/Rock societies monster jamm was attended
by so many people that they couldn’t all play, this
hasresulted in the reqularisation of Ye monsterjamm.
So if you came along on Saturday and didn’t get a
chance to play, or didn’t get to play for as long as
youwould have liked, don’t mumble about it, come
along next time and play.

The major source of inspiration behind the jamm
was unfortunate fact that Musicians clubs and the
Crypt where musos always used to be able to jamm
and experiment, have become so popularised that
things have gothack to the audience/performer basis.
This state of affairs seems to be encouraged by the
managements because it’s good for profits. The Jaz-
zIBlues/Rock society, because of its very makeup,
isexclusively non profit oriented. Sure we can't all
be playing all the time, but there is a big difference
between a group of musicians and friends listening,
and an allien audience sitting, waiting to be enter-
tained. These jamm sessions are a perfect place to
meet other musos interested in the same things that
you are, find that bass player that your group has
beenlacking, swap ideas, steal riffs, try out new ideas,
pass your wisdom on to less experienced players and
learn from better players | know that this sounds
like a membership drive for J/B/R soc. but these
jamms are open to any muso or music, in the raw,
lover who turns up. There isno admission price, the
refreshments make up for the overheads.

Ifyou bothered to read my policy statement you’ll
know that this isjust the sort of thing | had in mind.
All praise to Jazz/Blues/Rock for getting it off the
ground.

Tony Dove
A.U.S.A. Social Controller

“LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL"“Embassy Theatre

Everyone who goes to see the film returns with
enthusiastic recommendations. Why? They go
because they like rock'n’roll of the type produced
in the 1950’s and that’s what they get, plus a few
laughs.

Most of the film is taken up by coloured shots
of the stage and audience ata 1968 rock revival con-
cert in Madison Square Garden. Cats like Little
Richard, Chuck Berry, Fats Domino, Bob Diddley,
Bill Haley, the Coasters, Danny and the Juniors,
Chubby Checker etc. each do a few songs. Where
possible, black and white shots of them doing the
same songs back in the fifties are inserted here and
there.

During and in between numbers we get flashbacks
to 1950°s film clips of sociological interest, many of
which are highly amusing.

A young Richard Nixon brought the house down
as he looked resolutely at the camera, damning him-
self with the words “Some people ask me why Icon-
tinue the struggle. I'll tell you why. Because | love
my country.”

Stern 'faced civic leaders are comical enough in
their denunciation of rock’'n’roll, but the fervent
young religious evangelist, apparently a convert from
the sinful world of rock singing, is quite stunning
in his condemnation of the Devil’s music. Such seg-
ments, and there are many of them, make the film
amustforanyone with a broad interest in American
popular culture.

Some of the backstage sequences from the 1968
festival are rather revealing Little Richard is caught
losing his cool over stage management details before
going to do a performance well below what he is
capable of. The Coasters explain why they're not
happy about doing their 1950’s material. On stage
they don’tsound happy aboutiteither. “Poison lvy”
had lost much of the vocal subtlety of the original
record and ended up comparatively lifeless, remind-
ing one of the Rolling Stones version.

The audience reacted predictably. They dug it but
had come mainly out of curiosity and nostalgia. Time
appreciation was all that was inspired by stage acts
and musical performances that were a bit forced.

Most of the music was enjoyable: good fun but
notup to the standard of the original exciting record-
ings by the same artists. The sound quality was excel-
lent for live recordings, but the young backing musi-
cians were heavy handed and the stars were aging
mimics of their youthful fire.

Only Chuck Berry and Fats Domino emerged with
their images untarnished. Chuck, the shrewd old mas-
ter, cannily moves with the times and knows exactly
where his audience’s heads are at, as he always has
done. Fats is still living his music, naively and lov-
able,just the way he’s done since the 1940’s, before
he was known to anyone but the black New Orleans
audience.

W hatever value judgements | care to make, if you
dig rock you'll dig the film — just see if you don’t!

Brian Wakefield

SANTANA

Santana? here in Auckland? My ear to the ground
must be losing the old magic touch, | hadn’t heard
about it till the morning before ticket sales opened.
Well | had heard a few mumblings but no date.

7.20 a.m . standing outside Cornish’s; feet stamping
$1.53 in my pocket, praying my mate with the cash
turns up intime; 9.00a.m., doorsopen, queue moves;
still no sign ofa loan; visions of getting to the counter
with $1.53 in my pocket; 9.05 a friend on the other
side of the street, (if the reader has ever heard me
selling capping books a description ofthe ear splitting
whistle and yell that attracted his attention above
the din, of early morning commuters dragging off
from the lights trying to impress the office Judies
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is unnecessary); thank God for friends; he lends me
$10.00 (how many people walk about with $10.00 in
their pockets on a Monday morning?); 9.15 my origi-
nal mate with the money turns up with about $30.00
(how many people walk about with $30.00 in their
pockets on a Monday morning?); 9.30 more friends
turn up and want us to get theirs for them, 0 .K .,
they hand over the cash for five or six tickets (where
do all these people get their money from after a
weekend, no they haven’t been to the bank, I'm
always broke after a weekend, 1 was lucky to have
$1.53); slowly but slowly the queue moves forward;
finally we get to the top of the queue; just to piss
offthe girl at the desk “three tickets for the wrestling
please, what do you mean wrong queue, I've been
queueing for 2vihours forthree tickets for the wrest-
ling! Well I must admit | was a bit surprised to see
so many long-hairs queueing for wrestling tickets;
what’s this queue for then? Santana? what’s that?
a rock group, might have known, well | wish you
wouldn’t sell them on the same day as the wrestling
tickets.”” (by this time the girl behind the counter
isnearscreaming point, from behind screams of “get
amoveon.” “stop fucking about.””“ I've gotalecture
to go to.”’, “W hat’s the fuss about up there?”, “is
this the queue for the wrestling”, everyone turns
round and hits a sixteen stone wrestling fan); after
the police have cleared away the bodies of the people
who hit the wrestling fan and he’s got his tickets
to the wrestling, | gf . my tickets to Santana; as
we leave we see the desk girl chewing her fingers
down to the knuckle.

Well the great day approaches, | get off to a
good start, by losing my roll ticket. The seatallocation
ticket is pessimistic' “must be accompanied by roll
ticket” it declares for all to see. I get there just after
the first show starts, talk to the doorman someone
said, | do, he says I'll he O.K., he tells people to
go out and wait till the next show begins, I can hear
this show through the doors, its cold outside, | start
talking to him about how many people will the civic
seat? what happened to the downstairs? when was
it built? isn’t the architecture unique, well | like it
can | look around at it? yes? It worked, | wander
around and hear most of the first show, seems to
take a while warming up. Phil Warren’s boys are
patrolling butno-one even approaches me to find out
what the hell I'm doing here. The first show empties
out late, it seems that Santana gives good value for
his encores. There’s a bit of trouble on the door,
getting people in line. 1I'm nside anyhow so | don't
even show my ticket, it makes me feel good to get
inwithout it, it doesn’t matter that I've got one, just
as long as I'm bucking the system by not showing
it. Seats three rows from the front, congratulations
from all our friends who we gottickets for, for getting
such a brilliant place.

Just look at the gear they've got. Fender amps,
at least a dozen, millions of drums, a P A. consul
thatlooks like somethingoutofStar Trek. Fourstacks
of speakers at least ten feet high! A stack of slave
amps about 12’ x 5’8" that is rumoured to be about
TEN THOUSAND WATTS! There’s about ten
roadies kisr'ig gear through the break. Miles
Davis t “illmore on the P.A. Then there they are,
Carlos asks for the usual 60 seconds silence, he gets
it. Then away we go, Carlos is running around with
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acowbell, then he nurses amoog through the opening
number. Then guitar, his tone is the usual Santana
tone, distinctively clear, a seven man rhythm section
with lead alternating between guitar, organ, timbalies,
vocals (including some brilliant mouth music). It was
nearly all stuffby the new Santana, Icanneverrecog-
nise them by name, Black magic woman came and
went, there were quotes here and there if you were
quick enough to find them, I'spotted Layla & sunshine
of your love. | know there were some others but
by the time | realised it was a quote it had gone,
still that’s the way to do quotes, (I hope a few N.Z.
groups agree in future).

The dynamicswere impeccable, (another thing that
N.Z. groups need to realise is the dramatic effect
of loud and soft instead of loud and louder). The
timbalies were nothing short of brilliant, organ was
adequate and had the sense to keep it short, Carlos
had two sides, when he was playing to the audience
he was very good, when he was playing to himself
or the group he was brilliant. The overall effect was
a superb group playing for sheer enjoyment,

Theroadiesdeserveaword ortwo, they were never
afraid to get out on the stage and make sure things
went right, they gave the impression of being musos
themselves. Putting Carlos’s strap on for him, making
adjustments to the organ half way through a song.
Making sure there were enough sticks around. There
were lumpsofwood flying offthe timbalies like sparks
off a grindstone. The conventional kit drummer was
throwing mallets about like snowballs.

| thought the balcony would crack up during the
applause for the encore, especially after all those
rumours about the foundations. The whole thing was
wound up by the brilliant final encore number; all
hell wouldn’t have shifted that audience till the last
note had faded out. The climax at the end was the
sort of sexual frenzy that the teeny boppers get from
David Cassidy, only this time it was quality. The
guitar and organ overtook each other on ascending
chromatics so that the whole theatre seemed to get
higherand higher, people, sound, everything. My ears
were humming for hours after.

And for those that sat in a daze after it was all
over there was music to waltz to. | looked around
acouple oftimes before the lights went down, Icoul-
dn’t help thinking what a hell of a good night club
the civic would make if it was done on the European
scale. Bottom floor, dance floor; 1stbhalcony (terraced
off in random areas), restaurant, top balcony (as 1st
balcony), bar & misc. amusements. The decore in
that place is so grotesque that it’s back in the other
side, beautiful. 1 hope to God that they dont pull
the bloody thing down. Tony Dove

THE GOOD PERSON OF SZECHWAN
(8 -18 August)

It is a pity that this review emerges only after the
season has finished. The amalgamation ofactors from
Theatre Workshop and Central Theatre, the almost
Shakespearean compreh®siveness of Brecht’s vision
(when looked at as theatre rather than a communist
propaganda) and the use of props from the site of
the new University theatre, combined to make a per-
formance well worth seeing twice.

THE VULCAN LANE RESEATING SHOW (2)
(August 10)

While Theatre Workshop were performing for an
intellectual elite in the removed arena of the Arts
Centre an event was taking place in Vulcan Lane.

Two people wearing masks, a helmet and a soft
hatcarried abirdcage, mdhiquins and planksinto Vul-
can Lane and proceeded to nail the planks to the
seats with concrete nails.

Then the birdcage and manniquins, which were on
poles, were driven into the concrete tubs holding the
artifically lit shrubs, which is someone’ sentimental
idea of beauty. A crowd of onlookers greeted the
performers with interest and amusment.

11.15 our special correspondant returned to survey
the scene and found the seats still intact. But the
manniquins had bheen raped. A hotel proprieter, who
was ajunk collector, removed the birdcage.

David Eggleton & Susan Heap

CLEO LAINE
JOHN DANKWORTH JAZZ CONCERT
TOWN HALL

Glenn Gould in the liner notes to his recording
of Scriabin’s 3rd. Piano Sonata refers to the first
movement as, “music — to read — W uthering
Heights — by”. However one likes to interpret this,
no similaranalogy could be found for the Cleo Laine
— Johnny Dankworth concert held on Wednesday
of last term in the Town Hall.

The quality of Miss Laine’s voice could perhaps
be described as a bluesy also but this at times rose
to almost coloratura heights with top F sharps and
G's.

The concert opened with the quartet, (piano and
electric piano, sax, bass and drums), playing an old
Johnny Mercer standard, “Tangerine”, followed by
a Dankworth composition, “ Kite Flight” , at the con-
clusion of which Miss Laine made herentrance. She
enchanged heralready receptive audience by singing
unaccompanied the opening verse of “ It might as
well be Spring”; a difficult feat for a first number,

Miss Laine’srepertoire was unusually varied, rang-
ing from Richard Rogers, through Anthony Newley
and Sir Noel Coward to Carole King, David Gates
and James Taylor as well as Charles Ives, Brahms,
Hugo Wold, Gilbert and Sullivan and Richard Rod-
ney Bennett. She also selected excerpts from a group
of “Poems and Dramatic Settings” set to music by
Hubby John. Miss Laine’s characterization of
Coward’s “Mad about the Boy” was superb: the
introduction to the composition was as hilarious as
the song itself. “Of the four characters in the song
— Woman of the World, Young Girl, Charlady and
The Prostitute | will only be singing the first three
— ldon’tdo prostitutesin Auckland on aWednesday
night.”

Cleo Laine

“Control Yourself’by Andre Previn was convinc-
ingand indeed needed much control (musically speak-
ing) on the part of soloist and backing, because of
the rapid tempo changes. David Gates” “| wanna
make it with you” from Bread was very beautiful
and lent itself well to ajazz feeling.

Ofthe dramatic works Dankworth’ssetting of Alun
Owen’s “Thieving Boy” for voice and Clarinet will
perhaps remain in the memory of the audience iust
a little longer than the others — however, this
is not stated to the detriment of
the Shakespeare, John Donne and Spike Milligan
settings. In these it was easy to recognize Dank-
worth’s skill which explain why he has been a top
composerand arranger in England for the last twenty
years. The melodies literally flowed from the'words,
whether itwas the listof Shakespearian plays (“The
Complete Works”)or “You spotted snakes” .

In theory, Jazz and Elizabethan poetry seem a
rather peculiar combination but in practice they
proved compatible, rather like Loussier and Bach.

Perhaps a final word could be said about the way
in which Miss Laine altered the timbre of her voice
to suit either sax or clarinet. This feature came to!
the fore particularly in passages where voice and
instrumentboth had the melodic line. The final encore
numberwas certainly avirtuoistic tourde force exam-
ple of this.

P. Ellery

TE MATENGA

A memorial Baxter Reading will take place in the
Cafe extensions*tomorrow night. Wine and other kai
will be provided. A contingent from the Jerusalem
commune will read and sing together with poets from
Auckland: C.K. Stead, David Mitchell, Michael
Neill Barry Denton, with Colin Durning and Jeff
Jones.

It will cost you a dollarto get in and the proceeds
will go to buy a headstone and memorial for James
K. Baxter’s resting place.

It starts at 8.00 p.m. Friday 7th of September.

Matenga comes near : it is a year, nearly. His
wairua will survive even those who knew and loved
him at first hand. It has out-lived the idolizing of
the man as “acounter-culture hero” and a presumpt-
ous attempt by a certain Wellington publisher, to
make money on a Memorial Volume.

The clamour has gone and distilled from that, is
the true order of the man, his works and of more
consequence, his affecton Society. The first memor-
ial, in Orientation of this year, consisted of creative
dancing adapted from several ofhis poems and a read-
ing; what that collage lacked in sponteniety, this
“commemoration of death” will supply, with folk
singing and readings by Jerusalem people, them-
selves.

When not at the commune, Jim spent a lot of time
in Auckland helping addicts in Grafton, and visiting
this campus: one of his last poems, Ode to Auckland,
features students who still frequent this “wedding-
cake tower” establishment. Hemi’s role in his final
years was that of a spiritual elder, counselling the
deprived of the cities; he died wearing a myth of
his own creation, that of Kaumaatua:

“And then, you brought us forwards to the old
Jerusalem, opening hands aflower with foregive-
ness, growing from the ancestral, mystery
planned, sharing the spittled wafer of truth,
remaking the early wine ofjoy.”

Leo Thompson

[t was through myth that his poetry worked. New
Zealand lacks identity: myth, they all say, and yet
that identity lies all around us. All that is needed
is Pakeha-Maori community. The Pakeha must learn
from Maori to build, instead of destroy with his cul-
ture. His machines cut down bush and his planners
defile t’ao with motorways; his institutions take away
man’s manhood and gives cars, baches, T.V.s: all
the attributes of “a culture that has ceased to under-
stand itself.”

[t’s not only because Baxter was a great poet that
we should honour his grave, but because he was the
firstofour Identity leaders. A prophetwho perceived
what Pakeha culture was doing to Pakehas and
realized the Polynesian alternatives. Community that
builds for te tangata:
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“A delegation of students came to see me. They
lived in the house next door. One of them told me
that D. had stolen five dollars from him.

'What do you want me to do?’ | asked.

Twant to get it back.’

You think | should call the fuzz?’

He said nothing.

It's hard to prove, you know. She’ll have spent
already on kai for her friends.’

I'm saving for a trip to Australia.’

Maybe you should carry your money in an inside
pocket. There are sick people inthis house. If I spend
mytime interrogating D-, it’snot likely she oranyone
gewill get off the pills. And we’ve gotno kaiexcept
forsome bread and some milk. You've eaten here
often enough yourself. Maybe the problem would
have heen solved if you’'d spent the five dollars on
kaifor the rest of us.’

He said nothing.

D-hasdone oneortwo things foryou on occasion,’
Iknew he had slept with D-.

What should 1do Hemi?’

Forgive her and forget it’.

He did that. But the children of the affluent take
lime to learn the ethics of the poor. When it comes
tothe crunch, they are very inclined to put property
before people.”

Elegy for Boyle Crescent

Come along, bring a friend and spread the good
word.

M K.

CARLO MENOTTI S
MUSICAL DRAMA

Is here on film
Ring 371-633
if you want an invitation
(.. .or two, or three...)
to see it at the
SIS, REFERENCE LIBRARY, 27 Symonds St

(n.L moller & co. Itd)

artists’ Colourman, framing, pottery
reproductions of modern & old masters,
originals by new Zealand artists . . .
also books on the arts

313 queen street phone 73-890

und
14859 karan8ahape road, newton phone 370-939

.. O admissioti

ftzee to alLlL

SfoWwC

Isd seven uxjold-be revolutionary.
A prize stirrer wilh a mouth lilt a parrot cage,
unogeta  outdfthe bedrooms and back

aio thesareen where it belongs!
Cfdl tre*hirds' ie&lls for ane thet ones

up to hs belt- it makes life interesting as you
will see! Sto&k — the 5 -lefter Aussie
ODVEPy EVER/ONt

ISTALM\Cj

V. "Stork* m imtheostea I Queen
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Student Travel to:

Summer vacation 1973-1974

AUCKLAND/SYDNEY

$59 one way $118 return

Departures: November, December

Returns: January, February

HURRY AS FLIGHTS ARE FILLING FAST

plus Charter flights to Asia
USA, Canada,

New Caledonia etc etc

For further detalils:

Student Travel Bureau

Top Floor Student Union
Ph 375-265, 30-789.
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potentially disruptive activities the Christchurch
authorities arranged for this experienced de-fuser to
dominate the Festival with his inanities. W herever
agroup of more than twenty students were gathered
together this twit arrived and insisted that the gather-
ing be held in his name. Not content with ballsing
up the Festival he also had to arrange for hordes
of screaming ninies to rush out to Ilam and engage
theassembled Sportsmen in a stupid war with special
rules to make sure nothing happened. And when the
Star,being shortofmaterial, printed a series ofphotos
of him wallowing in a mud-bath in a dress uniform
and a ballet skirt he was oveijoyed.

Also this mysogynist prick gave long boring lec-
tures and performed public defecation all aimed at
disfiguring  this the thousanth year of English
monarchy and proclaiming himself divine. And then
he had the cheek to claim it was all a joke. Unfor-
tunately of course a fairnumberofour brethren were
taken in by his ravings and he even sold the poor
suckers seven hundred chauvinist male liberation
badges, all to bolster hisown coffers and the capitalist
system.

There is only one spark of joy in all this, he has
promised to disapear shortly. It can’t be too soon,
butwe suspect he'll wait for the proceeds of the libel
action he slapped on NZSAC and the Festival Ferret
onthe final day. Jc .

FOOTNOTE: This was no Arts Festival. This was
alate Capping. An early Arts Festival next year,
aDunedin, might be a good idea.

MYRTLE FREEMAN

Thanksto Bob Lack, Mona Williams, Beverly Aus-
tin, Sue Frickberg, David Eggleton, Marty
Braithwaite, Evan Todd, Howie Amos, Mark Chris-
tianson, Harry Bowley, also Graeme, Stephen,
Brent, Hamish and Liz.

Areferendum will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Friday, 7 September 1973 to vote on the follow-
ing motions which were carried but not by the
necessary two-thirds majority, at the Winter
General Meeting:

WHAT the Auckland University Students'
Association (Inc.) donate $1500 to Tenants'
Protection Society."

"THAT the Auckland University Students'
Association supportthe repeal ofall abortion
laws, recognizing a woman's right to ter-
minate a pregnancy."”

Money...

when you havent

got much of it

how you handle it

counts

Maybe Russ Blakeman

of the
sort it

Russ understands the sort of mind-splitting
financial problems students face. He can

Dear Sir:

Having been “elected” by acclamation to the Stu-
dent Representative Council to fill the Overseas Stu-
dents representative vacancy, | have been denied
what would have heen a stimulating election cam-
paign. | had hoped to come in contact with many
more overseas students during the course of running
for S.R.C. However, no campaign is to take place
and | find myself representing many people | have
never met. | ask that you print what would have
been my policy statement so that overseas students
will know what my objectives are as a member of
the S.R.C. and, lask also, that you print my address
and telephone number so that | may be reached by
any student who wishes to contact me.

POLICY STATEMENT

| see the position of Overseas Student Representa-

tive entailing three vital functions.
1) First and foremost the O.S.R. is a member of
the Student Representative Council. As a member
ofthat body the O.S.R. has a responsibility, notonly
to overseas students, but to all students and a respon-
sibility to strive for good University Government.
The Student Representative Council should be an
important and dynamic branch of Government — as
a foruivvfor discussions and action and social and
academic problems; as acheck balance on a powerful
Executive; or as a vital branch of government if an
Executive proves to be weak and ineffective.

The collapse of the last Student Representatives
Council due to continuous quorum failures border
onthe intolerable. The firststep toward better student
government, through the Student Representative
Council, is the election of representatives who will
turn up at meetings and who will be willing to make
a sincere dedication of time and effort in the interest
of bettering the university community.

2) The second functions I see forthe 0.S.R. is that
of spokesman for overseas students and their unique
problems (accommodation, social integration and
adjustmentto New Zealand life and society). Iwould
work closely with those responsible for Orientation
Week and campus information services to provide
information and assistance to overseas students who
are new arrivals in New Zealand. More information
should be available overseas for students who decide

FOR SALE
$20 o.n.o.
GARRARD 210 AUTOMATIC TURNTABLE
CERAMIC CARTRIDGE
NO PLINTH BUT IN EXCELLENT CONDITION
COMES WITH SSA
SEE GRAEME EASTE AT CRACCUM OFFICEor
PH. 542-807 EVENINGS
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to come to Auckland to study, simple and explicit
information, cross creditingjCourse structure, the unit
system and detailed information on life and society
in Auckland (the price ofgoods and services, wages,
details of climate, customs, useful maps, problems
of international currencies and banking, some histori-
cal background to New Zealand and Auckland . . )
in one comprehensive package. Such information,
along with a catalogue of people and resour ces that
are available to help overseas students discover,
understand, and appreciate this city and this country,
should be made available to students before they leave
their home countries.

3)  Finally, the O.S.R. should be in a position to
coordinate the resources ofoverseas students (know-
ledge, opinions, energies) with the activities of the
International Affairs O fficerand Committee. Interna-
tional affairs are second inimportance only to student
welfare within the scope of University Government
Activities. “Outside Issues” are an increasingly
important part of campus life and the resources and
expertise ofoverseas students should be used, where
applicable, in determining International Affairs
policies and activities.

Though relatively new to this campus, involvement
in Welfare, representative and comm ittee activities
has given me a wide range of experience (member
ofthe Central Council Canadian Red Cross Society,
Divisional Board of Directors and National Youth
Advisory Committee; School District Education
Conditions Committee (British Columbia), United
Nations Association of Canada and other provincial,
national and international delegate and conference
activities).  Originally from the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, 1 am a second year Arts Stu-
dent.

To summarize, these are the three functions | see
for the Overseas Student Representative: member
of the Student Representative Council: spokesman
for overseas students; and resource coordinator. If
given the opportunity to fill this position | will
dedicate my time and energies to carry outthese three
functions.

Steven Lee

58 Queen Street
Northcote Pt.
Phone 485-927

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

jA Special General Meeting has been called in B.28
jon Wednesday, 12th September 1973 at 1 p.m. The
meeting has been called to decide what action should
be taken to meetthe increased catering costs brought
(about by the recent 8.6 wage order,

CAMD THE GIRLS 3

APPLICATIONS ARE CALLED FOR THE FOLLOWING

explain BNZ services like cheque and saving

accounts, travellers' cheques and so on,

as well as specific BNZ services a lot of
students.have found useful.

1. BNZ Education Loans
Short term to tide you over or f r several
years. These loans are tailored to fit
your needs and expectations.

2. BNZ Consulting Service
Free, helpful, financial advice from people

who understand money and how it works.

Call Russ Blakeman, University of Auckland
On-Campus Branch, Old Student Union
Building. Phone 370-385 and fix up a time

for a chat.

1974 PUBLICATIONS POSITIONS

TECHNICAL EDITORS

FOR CRACCUM, CAPPING BOOK, ORIENTATION HANDBOOK

applications close 5pm Friday 7th September

TECHNICAL EDITOR FOR
STUDASSCAL ENIDAR

ADVERTISING MANAGER
ASSOCIATION ARCHIVIST

applications close 5pm Friday 14th September

ADDRESS APPLICATIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

FREE BOARD & LODGINGS

PROVIDED IN ALL CASES

Bank of Nevw Zealaz=

The only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand
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SPICER L.E.8. MINI-CALCULATOR

ONLY  $'?90>

ASK FOR DEMONSTRATION

University Bookshop Ltd

MAHATMA PADARTHANAND

Who is a close disciple of SHRI GURU
MAHARATIJI — Perfect Master, arrives today
(Thursday) in N.Z, to reveal to the true seekers of
Truth and Peace an actual Experience of your soul.

By the Grace of Shri Guru M aharatji, he will be
giving discourses at the Danish Hall, 289 Parnell Rise,
Parnell, (next to P.0.) on Saturday 8th and Monday
10th at 7.30 p.m. Also a picnic program is being
arranged for Sunday afternoon possibly in the
Domain.

Day program at Student Union hoped for — look
for posters and announcements.

All inquiries to Ic Glasgow Terrace, Grafton or
phone 371-710 or call at 151 Park Road Grafton.
TRUTH IS THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF BLISS

WANTED:
Would Indonesian or Malaysian student have any
“Krontjong” or “ Gamelan” records for sale.
Please contact Mr. Van Eeden, Phone 31-682

5uzl.
The Town Dike.

Not so long ago any self-respecting girl wouldn't
be seen anywhere near a motorbike. Let alone riding

one.

But today the tables have really turned.

O amn

People’s attitudes towards bikes have changed.
People’s attitudes towards people who ride bikes have
changed.

And most important of all, the bikes themselves have
changed. Dramatically.

These days studded leathers, tattoos and gangies
are no longer associated with motorcyclists.

Every day more and more young liberated women
are turning on to bikes. And with what bikes have
to offer you can’t blame them. Bikes are inexpensive
to run. Ecologically more acceptable. No hassle to
park. Safe to ride. And above everything else they're
simply damn good fun.

Take the Suzuki GT185 for instance.

No, better still, take the GT185 for a spin.

The first thing you're going to notice Is the electric
starter. This is designed to completely eliminate those
embarrassing kicking marathons should you ever stall
at the lights.

Another feature of the Suzuki GT185 is the CC1 fuel
system. This means you'll never have to mix messy
oil and petrol. Because even though you may be
liberated, you’re still a woman.

If a town bike isn’t exactly your trip have a look
at the rest of our bikes. We've got a range that’s
certain to blow your mind.

Bikes for trailing. Bikes for transport. Bikes for full-on
fun.

Get it together on a Suzuki GT185.

The town bike.

BILL RUSSEL
LIMITED

Four Branches covering Auckland at: 24 Mt Eden Rd, Phone

78-739; 75 Barrys Pt Rd, Takapuna, Phone-494-244; 236

Great South Rd, Manurewa, Phone 67-524; 3217 Great North
Rd, New Lynn, Phone 874-031. LMVD.

SHARP

electronic calculators
$98.00 to $175.00

/E 3 45 7 B.-

0] 2y oM
a B ) .|!
a a M -
0 B .

y
1 MEMORY PORTABLE
WITH K. KEY

ALL MACHINES FULLY GUARANTEED
10 % STUDENT DISCOUNT
ON MOST MODELS

TYPEWRITER APPLIANCES LTD
CNR VICTORIA AND FEDERAL STREETS
OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS

PHONE 373-559 — 379-747

ontbe
shortof
mono

Need a loan? Or perhaps a little

advice? We are helping

hundreds of students <

complete their studies

with a simple,

flexible loan

scheme which pro™

vides assistance

when they need it most.'

How about a cheque account that

looks after your money, makes

payments easier, and keeps a

record of your expenditure

— all for less than 15 cents a week on average?
We specialise in banking for undergraduates (let’s
call it an investment in a lifelong customer).

So when you need a bank, why'not choose one
which wants your business. And shows it.

AUCKLAND
As a first step phone Mr E. P. E. Laffey at 32-649
or call in at any of our branches.

\a-H_ALOEAK

OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
—YOUR FRIENDLY BANK

5129
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LAST-MINUTE ADVERT ISEMENT

The abortion debate is over a moral question. Although
ic violent, the opposing sides consist of people with an
disinterested social conscience. But there is a deep gap;
between the thinking which sees itself as adopting values,
which have proved so fragile in man’s development, of treat-
ing human life with tolerance and gentleness, perceiving
social behaviour as more than savage, appreciating peace;
and the colder style of thought advocating measures against
what is said to be a social problem. Ethical discussion is
said to be irrelevant ( although ironically the slogan of the
Women’s Abortion Action Committee, "™ A woman®s right to
control her own body ", uses the traditional words and assum-
ptions of political morals.) The basic arguments of both
lines of thought are well known in N.Z., so we prefer to ref-
lect on the assumptions behind them here.

Medical

We believe that life begins at the moment of conception,
when the male sperm is united with the female egg. Within a
very short time the fertilized egg is implanted in the wall
of the uterus and growth ensues. Within six weeks human
characteristics are observable in the form of the child. By
this time the heart is beating and brain waves are discern-
able. This is simply a stage in the life of a human being,
a developing, maturing child. The child is genetically a
completely different individual from either its mother or
father and as such, has a right to live. As yet it cannot
exist without the mother®s aid, but neither can it do so com-
pletely after birth, for quite a while. There are problems
in this matter. A mother, during her pregnancy, may decide
that she does not want her child. Many women, whose pregnan-
cies were planned or not, go through a time of emotional
crises in the course of the pregnancy. And most women who
complete the pregnancy find that this problem no longer

Legal rights

The unborn child is not just a part of the mother"s body.
The child is a life in its own right. Therefore we can not
simply kill this life because of T"inconvenience". Also al-
though each person has an original right to control his or
her own body, because of the social system in which we live,
this right is limited when it encroaches upon the welfare of
another person. Thus ,the murderer is confined to prison,or
the child is obliged to go to school so as to preserve his
right to be an educated adult, or the racist has to keep his
opinions to himself. So in the same way, a woman®"s right to
do as she likes with her own body does not extend to deciding
upon the life or death of the child within her. This is a
basic value of our whole society. A woman can not simply
decide to have an abortion because the child she is bearing
becomes a burden or an inconvenience. The child is, of nec-
cessity, her concern for nine months, but this responsibility
is not so unbearable or odious as to justify the killing of
that other life which is within her.

its

NOW TWO STORES
55 Customs St. East

We are told that because the laws against abortion are
often broken, they ought to be repealed. However, many New
Zealanders unsurprisingly do not fully accept the values of
our society. Whether they be Social Crediters or burglars,
however, they cannot practise their beliefs against the will
of the people as a whole, expressed in the laws. Thus, tho
many illegal abortions occur in N.Z., as do tax evasions, the
law remains good, for it expresses or‘ tie"s demands, whetlr
er one cares to see them as factional < nds, coming out of
struggles of force, as m t financial laws are, or a demand
to implement the fundemental social philosophy such as elect-
oral laws, even though they promote the interests of hated
minority parties.

Are the values we place on life and freedom of the indivi-
dual to live and mature in his or her own time, SO unimport-
ant, that at the slightest pressure we begin to let them
slip? Do we have such a low estimation of family life that
we can allow a mother to decide completely what she will do
with her child, without the father of the child having any
say in the matter? Can we allow a now form of killing weaker
or dependant members of our society, while we are working so

hard at preserving the lives of old and ill people, and even
criminals? M I

The moral question is the essence of the debate. Do life
values or social pressures prevail?

What are those life values? A desire for peace, to main-

tain an open society, to liberate the down-trodden scarcely
seems consistent with a cynical effort at social manipulation
by surgery. A social conscience which merely reacts to
suffering before its eyes, is not a matured one. What is
needed is a more deeply searching conscience which sees
human events as retarding or advancing human fulfilment,
the education which leads to it.

What about those social pressures?

The myth of the unwanted child cannot be accepted on the
emotional say-so of women in the Abortion Action Committees.
Today in N.Z., large families are uncommon, except in cases
where they are wanted. In a prosperous society with little
unemployment, every breadwinner has access to a job which can
support the fTamily. There is a demand for illegitamate child!
ren for adoption which can not be fully satisfied. Sadly, in
the U.S.A., bloody capitalism has even put a price of several
thousand dollars on the head of the adoptable baby.

Already, doctors are extracting high fees for those legally
uncertain abortions which take place in private hospitals.
(ldeally abortions to save the life of the mother should take
place in a public hospital without fee as a mark of good
faith.) With the repeal of the abortion laws a lucrative
trade will be opened up. We do not believe it is possible to
reconcile both of the conflicting arguments. The real
economic answers to the economic problems raised by the
W.A_A.C. lie in well organized family planning services,
mother welfare services including counselling for mothers,
supported from the public purse.
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STUDASS

Printed here are some of the critiques received to
date, mostly in their raw, unedited form. They are
printed here so that anyone — students or lecturers
— who want to disagreee or enlarge on them has
the opportunity (in writing please). Also needed for
the Calendar are critiqgues on English | Renaissance,
most of the Chemistry papers, Fine Arts, Maori
Studies, Scandinavian Studies, Town Planning, and
supplementary critiques of any length on all other
courses.

Our intention is to mail the Calendar to incoming
students early in February. Letters have been sent
to all high schools in the Auckland area asking for
students to write to us outlining their thoughts on
what they imagine university to be. They have been
asked to describe what they think lectures and tutori-
als are like, and what they think the Students Associa-
tion is. Letters were sentto all heads of departments
in the second term asking for informal information
each department might like to see in print. These
departments to my knowledge have not replied:
Accountancy, Architecture Asian Languages,
Botany, Chemistry, Geography, Geology, Germanic
Languages, Psychology, Romance Languages,
Sociology, Zoology.

Would anyone who knows a student who has
dropped out, and who m ht be willing to write an
article for the Calendar on why he or she dropped
out, please leave their name and phone number at
the Studass Office. Also, a section is planned for
overseas students, and we need students of all
nationalities to put in writing any information they
think would be useful for incoming students as well
as comment on Auckland University as they see it.
All contributions, when printed, will be anonymous.

Articles to be included in the Calendar will be a
critique of University government, a critique of the
Students Association, a close look at New Zealand’s
economic and political situation in the world today,
two articles on aspects ofeducation in New Zealand,
et al. The articles section of the Calendar is open
to you if you have something definite to say. Length:
about 3000 words. Deadline is the end of the third
term.

The Studass Calendar is off the ground, but it really
is up to the majority of you who habitually never get
involved to make it fly.

M ax

Course: B. Comm
Subjects:

M aths 121

Maths 142
Commercial Law 2.10
Economics 13.10
Economics 13.11
Accounting 1.10
Accounting 1.11

All 1st year subjects

COMMENTS:

A. Maths: Fora B. Comm Maths 121/142 are more
or less compulsory — although they are useless.
Maths 121 is new maths. It is an abstract and
difficult way of defining groups, sets, relations,
etc on number (that we learnt before we went
to school) and continually re-defining these groups
and sets and relations into their own groups and
sets and relations, in an ever-increasing abstract-
ness, until the end of the year arrives. A lot of
people who take this subject find it hard — and
they blame themselves. However, this maths sub-
ject is really only designed for a few people —
not a whole mass of B. Comm students. If
everyone was forced to do Ancient History the
same problems would arise.

Maths 142 isarepeatinadifferentform of Bursary
Maths -r- Why then, isitcompulsory? Very small
sections are relevant to the Accountancy and
Economics courses. However, the problem in
economics is to discern the maths within the
gconomics — not so much to do the maths(Hie
problems that arise do not come with a certain
Maths Text Book, under a specific title with
similar exercieses around it.)

[f Maths is so necessary to a B. Comm, then
Maths | is not deep enough. It only scratches
the surface of integregation and differentiation of
functions. In any case, I've seen from speaking

IENDART74

and observing with other students we all rely on
what was taught to us at school. I think, without
any doubt, there would be a direct relationship
betweenthe amountof M aths and quality ofteach-
ing in school and the ability to pass at university.
Maths lecturers above all others are regurgitators.
In talking with an M. Comm Student, who has
done Maths 3, he agreed that the necessary maths
could be taught by students to themselves when
aproblem arose and that there were excellent text
books thatenabled this to be done. Itis ridiculous
to try and defend maths for B. Comm students
when in my class, | sitbeside a girl who has com-
pleted her B. Comm in Stage 3 Accountancy and
to graduate, has to pass Maths | - afterwards.

the association has got off its ASS to
make the calendar viable, student reps
from nearly every department have
been contacted personally and are
writing critiques now
we need supplementary critiques and

course descriptions from students in
general to get as broad a view as

possible of all courses get off yours and
write something NOW!!

,The time spenton maths in comparison with other
subjectsisunbelievable. 4 hoursoflecturesa week
on maths - only 2 hours plus Lhourof workshop
for Economics, only 3 hours plus one hour of
workshop for accounting. On top of this, apart
from Accounting tutorial assignments, Maths
121/142 has the major “ Qut-of-lecture-work” —
garly 20 assignments between both so far this year.
Coupled with a “dry” course, then in M aths, the
largest subject, compulsory, repetitive on good
school work and unnecessary.

B. Commercial Law: This isanothercompulsory sub-

ject. Lectures are solid note-taking, heavy and
boring. Due to the nature of the subject, the work
cannot be hbroken wup with blackboard work,
graphs, experiments etc. The course is pure slog,
learning and at the end you are hardly any more
qualified to judge the legal aspects of any profes-
sion you wish to go into. Accountancy graduates
will still rely on lawyers and above all, on what
they learn in practice. For the many B. Comm
graduates who do not go into Accountancy, their
compulsory Commercial Law is irrelevant. The
subject is rarely a vehicle by which to achieve
the much prestigious B. Comm.

C. Accounting: Accounting isadry subject. Forthose

who are cut out for it, it is easy, but for most
people, itishard, and needsaconsiderable amount
ofextrawork. Little warning ofthese facts isgiven
— of the need for rigid organisation ofa massive
folder. Lectures and tutorial assignments are long
and humourless. The most obvious need is for
a semester system, NOW ; Not talking of one and
complaints about other faculties that want to pre-
serve the “tradition ofthe University” - |he pre-
sent exam system merely reminds me of School
Certificate. Notonly would this decrease the huge
back-log of work to learn, but it would allow for
a better understanding of 1.10 before embarking
on 1.11 and would account for the many part-time
students who must find it difficult to swot up piles
of work.

D. Economics: Again this is a subject that:

a) Needs a Semester System

b) Needs alotofwork outoflectures in read-
ing and learning up Text Books.

¢) Does notneed to be compulsory.
The theoretical course offered — especially 13.10
(Micro) is not a prerequisite to being a good
accountant.
An attempt was made in class to have some sort
of course assessment where, on the way out the
door, a person had to tick the correct boxes.
Anyone who was half awake would realize that
economics tutorials are useless for the furthering
ofeconomics — but ifthey were a forum for talk-
ing, meeting, discussing, etc, then perhaps they
are worth-while.

E. Purpose of University Education and How B. Comm
works towards this Purpose.

1. Thereis aneed for people dealing with B.
Comm (excluding the Maths Department) stu-
dents to ask — W hat type of person or thing
are we trying to produce? A Bank Clerk, an
adding machine, an accountant, an economist,
a lawyer, a mathematician, a Prime Minister,
or Minister of Finance, a class of student who
is gradually being lumped together with the
engineers as the university thick-shits (fair or
unfair there has to be a reason.)
Hopefully, university education is to broaden
youroutlook — Commercial law /M athematic-
slan Accounting do not. If they are unneces-
sary, then, they should not be done. There
should be room to diversify into other subjects
— anthropology, political science, Maori
Studies, sociology, psychology, maths,
Ancient History, as part of the choice.

2. There is a need to look at the person you
are bringing in. Most university people are
from Middle Class backgrounds, but in a B.
Comm course this is intensified. So, these
people, on top of bursaries, have cars, motor-
bikes, family homes, a tradition in the family
of money and probably, business, have come
from schools which have increased awareness
not one iota — e.g. A.G.S./Kings (While
adm ittedly this is a sweeping generalisation,
in comparison with B.A. Students it is essen-
tially true.) Instead, then ofa B. Comm heing
a dry, mechcnical course for dry people, why
not let us attempt to stimulate these people
through different subjects. Instead of increas-
ing the gap between New Zealander help to
decrease this gap at least intellectually.
3. B. Comm people include a large number
of part time students who should be more
involved in university life through
a) Tutorials
b) different subjects
¢) work periods
where their employers can be told they are working,
but in fact they can spend a long lunch-time at the
quad and partake in the lunch-time activities.

F. Student Reps: Who is my Student Rep? When do

they meet? Has he got a special place to drop
complaints? Why is the student Rep. system an
apparent failure — apart from student apathy
which is purely a measure of the students belief
in the inevitability of the system he now works
under. I personally have had nothing to do with
the Student Reps because I couldn’t he hothered
mucking around with boring trivia e.g. “ Should
there be 20r4 assignmentsaterm.” The questions
that should be asked are “ Should there be exams.”
Are any experiments done in at least modifying
the exam system e.g. Term work as the only basis
for passing in economics?
In conclusion, B. Comm course allows for no
gxperimentation in new subjects, lacks any real
stimulation that can broaden intellectural outlook;
and should not attempt to gain prestige by includ-
ing Science (maths) as a compulsory subject (as
the Architectural Faculty has done with Physics.)
Top businessmen laugh ofthe idea that B. Comm
graduates are anything better than a non-graduate.
One top man in Charles Haines advertising thinks
that the inclusion of maths in the course is ridicul-
ous and that the course as a whole is not real
help to outside experience. Managing Director
and major owner of a local industry says that
aB.Comm student hasno advantage overanyone
else and that he will only use the criteria of a
B.Comm overanon-B.Comm because the person
who has graduated has disciplined himself to do
s0. (Yes-there certainly is some special attribute
to be able to sit down and study irrelevant, boring
and unnecessary work for 3 — 4 years.) It seems,
then, that a B. Comm fails to produce people for
outside work and itcertainly dosen’tachieve any-
thing else, which implies that there is need for
a change.
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