
CRACCUM

Got those Multinational Blues A gain
The G overnm ent o f  N ew  Zealand 

is a funny thing. One m istake th at 
both the L ab ou r and N ational 
administrations have m ade is the 
Comalco sm elter a t B lu ff.
CRACCUM’S  Dave M erritt investi­
gates Com alco and the im p act th at 
it has made o n  N ew  Z ealand in the 
light of the presen t econ om ic 
situation an d  the p o ssib ility  o f  
more power-cuts th is year.

Case History o f  a  M istake
One o f the things th at Hugh Watt 

wanted to  be rem em bered fo r was 
the setting up o f  the C om alco  
aluminium sm elter a t Ti Wai po in t 
in Bluff. The A greem ent signed in 
1960 gave C on so lidated  Zinc the 
power poten tial o f  both  L ak es 
Manapouri and Te A nau, lock , stock  
and ingot.

Permission was given to  raise 
both lakes to  a  po in t ju s t  sh ort o f 
flooding and Cozinc p lanned  to 
build a pow er station  and dam  on 
the Waiau River th at w ould provide 
the power to  C om alco. Things cam e 
unstuck in 1 9 6 2  when C on so lidated  
Zinc (now C om alco) to ld  the 
National G overnm ent th at it could  
not finance the p ro ject. So the 
Government, a lm ost in desperation , 
then offered to  build the pow er 
station them selves.

A new agreem ent was signed later 
in 1963, prom ising C om alco  th at 
the Government w ould build  the 
power schem e a t the sam e co st as if 
Comalco had bu ilt the schem e itself. 
Comalco thus exchanged 99  years 
of water rights fo r 99  years o f  
power rights, with electricity  charg­

es to  them  rem aining co n stan t for 
th at period . The resu lt is th at the 
B lu ff Sm elter uses 10%  o f  New 
Z ealand ’s E lectricity  D ep artm en t’s 
ou tp u t, and only pays a quarter o f  
w hat the consum er is paying. Even 
though the co st o f  generating new 
pow er fo r the national grid will 
d ou ble  every 20  years, C o m alco ’s 
e lectricity  charge will rem ain  co n ­
stan t fo r the n ext 9 0  years.

The C om alco  A greem ent signed 
13  years ago has n ot been changed 
sign ifican tly  up to  1 9 7 6 , desp ite  
the fac t th at the w orld has gone 
through one o f  the m ost serious 
econom ic recessions since the 
1 9 3 0 ’s. There has been a drastic  
reduction  in the am ou n t o f  pow er 
produ ced  due to  th e dry w inters o f  
1 9 7 3 , 74 , 7 5  when there was not 
enough w ater in the lake storage  to  
p rodu ce the required am ou n t o f  
electricity . Through all the tim e 
when the G overnm ent was urging 
the public o f  New Zealand to  “ go 
easy on energy” , cu ttin g  pow er 
supplies to  h osp ita ls and the people  
o f  N ew  Zealand in general, C om alco  
never once had i t ’s 10%  o f  NZ 
pow er threatened . C o m a l c o  g o t  a ll 
t h e  p o w e r  th a t  it  w a n te d .

R eal Pow er Savings
Since C om alco  uses 10%  o f  New 

Zealand-produced electricity  
(enough to  su pp ly  a  tow n o f  
3 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  and p ay s on ly $ 4  m illion 
in electricity  charges, th is co sts New 
Zealand $ 3 0  m illion in overseas 
funds. In New  Zealand 8% o f  
electricity  is oil-fired, costin g  the 
G overnm ent $ 3 3  m illion in overseas

funds. By shutting dow n C om alco  
$ 3 0  m illion in overseas fu n d s could  
be saved and go a long w ay tow ards 
alleviating the current pow er crisis. ' 

Why n ot shu t dow n C om alco  ? It 
seem s New Zealand m ust wage a 
cam paign to  save pow er so  th at 
C om alco can continu e to  op erate  a t 
the p eo p le ’s expen se .

E m ploym en t Prom ise B roken
One o f  the m ain reason s th at the 

Governm ent was in favou r o f  setting 
up C om alco  was th at the C om panies 
concerned prom ised  the L ab ou r 
A dm in istration  th at the sm elter 
w ould provide up to  1 0 ,0 0 0  jo b s  in 
South land. In fa c t there are only 
8 0 0  w orkers in th e sm elter with 
another 1 ,5 0 0  in related  industries. 
A lthough better than nothing, it has 
done little to  relieve un em ploy m en t 
problem s in the Invercargill area.

C om alco Pollutes
Ju s t  ou tside  the sm elter enclosure 

are th e piles o f  slag, the resu lt o f  
scrapings from  the sides o f  the 
electrolysis tan ks. This d u m p is 
exp osed  to  the elem ents and the 
resulting ru n o ff is channeled d irectly  
into the sea by m eans o f  drains.
T ests taken last year by m em bers o f  
the South  Island R esistan ce  R ide 
show ed arsenic, cadm iu m , m ercury, 
cyanide and flu orid e  in excess o f  
1 0 0  parts per m illion-w ell ou tside  
WHO guidelines. A s a re su lt o f  th is 
pollu tion  there has been a  sharp 
d rop -o ff in the fish  catches around

B lu ff and som e con tam in ation  o f  
oy ster beds.

1
Who Owns C om alco  ?

The B lu ff Sm elter com es directlyj 
under the con tro l o f  N e w  Z e a la n d  \ 
S m e l t e r s  which is in turn controlled  
by 3 huge M ulti-national com pan ­
ies, S u m i t o m o  C h e m ic a l  - 2 5 % .  

S h o w a  D e n k o  K .K .  - 2 5 %  and 
C o m a l c o  I n d u s t r i e s  P t y  - 5 0 % .

C om alco  Industries is the m ost 
interesting o f  the three M ulti­
nationals represen ted , breaking 
dow n into tw o sm aller com pan ies 
one o f  which is con trolled  by R io 
T into Zinc, inc, ow ned by 
Mr. R ockefeller. A t the m ost to tal 
New  Zealand Share holding com es 
to  a paltry  1%. Profits m ade by 
C om alco go straight back  to  the 
respective controlling  com pan ies. 
Even the ore used  in the alum in ium ­
m aking process com es from  A ustra­
lia where C om alco  is based .

With carefu l prodd ing  the 
C om alco  story  could  becom e one 
o f  the Political em barrassm ents 
(a fte r  the th ink tan k  o f  course) fo r 
this decade. N ow  w here’s th at 
pow er sw itch  ?

David M erritt

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  t o  C a m p a ig n  
A g a in s t  F o r e ig n  C o n t r o l  in  N e w  
Z e a la n d  f o r  s o u r c e  m a te r ia l  - 
C A F C I N Z .,  P .O . B o x  2 2 5 8 , 
C h r is t c h u r c h .

r

N.Z. Aluminium Smelters

25% Sumitomo Chemical — Sumitomo Conglomerate |i

B L U F F  S M E L T E R  O W N E R S H IP

■/ , j

5*- 45% Kaiser Aluminium and Chemical Corp Bmlrni -----~
j t  / W  - r im

J j  44% Conzinc Rio Tinto Aust. Ltd. ^  S5% Rio Tinto Zinc Corp. Ltd - ot U.K. 

Mnt' 1% NZ Public shareholding ~

Pty
-

25% Showa Denko K.K. — Denko Conglomerate

50% Comalco Industries
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Powles intends to present to parliament. 
The “ tone" of this report will reflect the 
conditions under which Beeby and 
Powles were given access to the entire 
SIS filing system — namely that they 
abided -by official classifications ac­
corded to each document.

This second report does not (indeed, 
logically it cannot), therefore, contain 
anything other than insubstantial com- 
ment. It is the report to Muldoon with all

□  Natio 
cuts in 
services 
night-t i r

The W eek  is a new Wellington weekly 
describing itself as independent. At a 
launching party in Auckland it was said 
that it would look left wing only because 
the rest of the New Zealand press is so 
right wing. And even that old Star hack, 
Robert Gilmore while calling it leftist, 
admitted that it jabs left wingers too. 
Independent it may be, but partisan it 
isn’t. One of its four editors plus ‘news 
co-ordinator’ has just resigned from the 
Labour Party Executive.

The W eek is what Truth would be if 
liberals ran it. Its style is somewhere

between the seriousness of Australia’s 
N ational Tim es and the entertaining 
pettiness of their N ation  R eview . It’s the 

.best thing to happen in our media this 
year. It looks as if it can provide critical 
comment and some good hard news. It 
also provides reviews and sporting news, 
although it’s my guess that these are 
only supporting acts. An informal survey 
found that of the readers o f a similar 
British weekly, only 29% read it mainly 
for the (literary) back half. I don’t 
believe the distribution would be any 
more even in New Zealand.

It’s the first newspaper to take 
Japanese news seriously. Its C lubm en  
feature is excellent. It has managed 
quite a few beats already, such as its 
exclusive on the SIS reports and Muldoon’s 
non-use of ‘Ms’.

It’s not too expensive at forty cents.
It goes to press on Thursday and 
appears Friday, (although Auckland 
subscribers don’t get copies till Monday, 
why not mail them in Auckland?)

It has not deserved the vituperative 
comments which it has foolhardily 
published as reader’s letters. But it 
could improve with more political 
writers it could give adequate coverage 
to political affairs. With time it may 
acquire more editorial finesse - there 
are too many conceits. Take the phrase,
‘a tense humpty in a potato sack’.
It’s obscure in the text, it doesn’t fit 
in the contents panel and it makes 
an execrable headline. (It meant 
Muldoon sitting in a studio chair).

Calling the L isten er  “ the Lessener”  
is growing tiresome and wil] puzzle the 
hoped for overseas, readers. Most pun s 
don’t merit headlining.

And its headlines are awful - best 
ignored. Blow up quotes from the 
stories reflect a good intention badly 
executed. They should stimulate the* 
bored reader and summarise the story 
for the not so bright. In T he W eek  they’re 
a puzzle, only solved by reading the 
article.

The two most novel and interesting 
features of Issue 1 were the exercise in 
humility, ‘We Were Wrong’, and what 
looked like the beginning of a series of 
legal articles. But I haven’t sighted either 
since.

What future has The W eek?  I’m 
hanging on to my issues. I don’t think 
there will be any more next year. A 
political monthly, T he N ation  folded at 
the end of last year. Another sickly 
weekly appeared in June. This was 
called O verview , published by Aucklander 
John Bartrum. This was a pale imitation 
of the big newsmagazines, poorly designed 
amateurish, and apologetic. It eventually 
succumbed to takeover bids from The 
W eek. Next on the food chain is The 
W eek  - probably to economy.

One rumour has it that $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  was 
invested to’ bring T he W eek  to publication. 
It’s my guess that it is costing well over 
$4,000 per issue to produce. The 
publishers say that they need a circul­
ation of 14,800 to break even. I can’t 
see that in New Zealand. That is 
scarcely the 1975 membership of the 
Labour Party plus the Values Party.
This isn’t a politicised country. Even 
in a country of twenty times.the 
population a well established political 
weekly like the N ew  Statesm an  has a 
circulation of less than 50,000.

To make any sort of splash political 
weeklies need an extra asset: a tradition, 
a monopoly on some information (like 
the L isten er), reader loyalty (like the 
M on th ly  R ev iew ), or just its advertising 
function (such as the C ity  N ew s). And 
they need protection in a symbiotic 
relationship with a professional group or 
class ... lawyers, students, teachers, 
women ... people who count on it as an 
organ for their views or a forum for their 
problems.

And like any enterprise, a paper has 
to be an economic operation. T he Week 
counts on its own distribution managers 
to push it through 800 outlets. Rumour 
has it that two of its four full time 
workers are unpaid. It has to be success­
ful quickly. It missed out on any long 
term pre-publicity. The promised thirty- 
two pages have been reduced to twenty. 
Issue three printed no advertising at all 
and only two paying ads (by the same 
publishing house) have been seen so far. 
But I’m keeping my fingers crossed.

Tyche

Anti-
Nuclear
Petition
Progress

Over 8 0 ,0 0 0  signatures have been 
co llected  in the first three w eeks o f 
Cam paign H alf M illion, the petition  
which calls on the governm ent not 
to  allow  nuclear pow er reactors on 
land or in ships in to New Zealand 
and considers th at alternative energy 
policies are both  feasib le  and 
desirable.

■ m x
The campaign was organised by a 

coalition of environmental groups and 
since its launching has had a variety of 
organizations affiliated to it.

The campaign received an added boost 
from Mr. Muldoon’s recent talkback show.

T O  T H E  SPEAKER AND M EM BERS,
Whereas the N.Z. Electricity Department 

has stated it wishes to obtain approval soon to build 
a nuclear power station in New Zealand; and some 
agencies may wish to bring nuclear-powered ships 
to New Zealand in the future;

And w hereas any or all o f the 
following may present unacceptable dangerr-
a) Radioactive wastes.
b) Diversion of nuclear materials to make weapons.
c) Mishaps in nuclear power reactors.

N.7. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Therefore we pray that:-

1. The Government not allow nuclear power 
reactors in New Zealand, either on land or in 
ships in New Zealand waters.

2. The Government publish, within a year, a 
programme to put into effect sustainable 
non-nuclear energy systems.

3. The hearing of the Petitions Committee of Parliament on this petition be held in public.
NAME ADDRESS

which was designed to tell the public that 
nuclear warships are both desirable and 
necessary in our ports. This rather back­
fired when the members of the public 
were given the opportunity to agree with 
him - of the eighteen people who got on 
air, only one agreed with Mr. Muldoon. A 
recent poll in Palmerston North (a nice 
average city) showed that 68% of people 
did not want nuclear power reactors in 
New Zealand.

The presence of nuclear powered and 
armed warships in NZ waters is in. large 
part a moral question. The petition also 
concerns land-based reactors, since the 
Electricity Department wants approval 
this year to begin planning for a nuclear

power station. The use of nuclear power 
raises not only the technical question 
which the department only concerns 
itself with, but ethical and moral quest­
ions which must be thought about and 
debated amongst New Zealanders.

But the arrival of the warships will 
bring the nuclear question to a head. 
Campaign Half Million does not address 
itself to the moral question of whether 
nuclear warships are compatible 
with our proposed nuclear-weapons-free 
zone. It rather considers that, although 
the reactors which power ships are 
smaller than those used in landbased 
reactors, the dangers they present are 
similar. They are equally dangerous if

radioactivity should escape from them, 
they produce wastes which present the 
same hazards as wastes produced by 
land-based reactors.

To reach its target of half-a-million 
signatures, the campaign needs as 
many helpers as possible to man 
stalls in Vulcan Lane, Karangahape Rd 
and other shopping centres, and for 
door-to-door campaigning in the 
suburbs.

Contact:
Karen Tomes, tel 486-272; 
or write Box 41143, Auckland 3.
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I left Auckland at a time when 
the internal conflict in the 
Philosophy Deparment was put into 
the hands of a special committee. I 
had, at that time, serious misgivings 
about the direction in which matters 
were moving and I made therefore a 
special effort to discover what was 
going on in'the philosophical world 
in the United Kingdom, which is 
usually taken to provide the blue­
print used in the distant parts o f 
the Commonwealth. As it was, I 
found a confirmation o f what an 
impartial observer could expect to 
find. There was a great deal of 
philosophical soul-searching and, in 
effect, the breaking up o f the 
monopoly o f one particular point 
of view, especially the running down 
of the Oxford-based brainwashing 
machine.

Since the holy name of Oxford 
has been invoked, it may be rele­
vant to mention an opinion express­
ed in a recent English Listener 
(27. 5.76) which locates boldly the 
source of so much o f the contemp­
orary philosophical futility:
“Oxford linguistic philosophy was a 
phenomenon that developed natur­
ally from the need to create 
sinecures for brilliant classical 
scholars who would otherwise have 
been without well-paid employment 
in congenial surroundings. It provid­
ed something for them to do in 
term-time, between writing novels 
and indulging in other agreeable 
forms of civilised intellectual and 
social titillation.”  Similar sentiment, 
felt for the last 20 years or so, is 
transparent in my submission to 
the sub-committee inquiring into 
the teaching in our Department, 
only my remarks were far less 
pungent and more guarded, and I 
tried to provide a factual back­
ground to put the situation into 
clear relief. However, judging from 
the response my submission receiv­
ed, it was a sheer waste o f time on 
my part - what I said must have 
either been left unread or not 
understood.

For one reason or another the 
so-called technical approach to 
philosophy is found wanting in 
ever increasing circles and its 
poverty exposed more and more 
frequently and extensively. The 
“unscientific uselessness”  and its 
concomitant sterility and academic 
triviality (one wit has described the 
preoccupations with linguistic and 
logical games as a form o f pseudo­
intellectual onanism) is now 
subjected to the full glare o f 
enlightened criticism. Even in 
Oxford, closer contact with 
Continental Philosophy is beginn­
ing to show hopeful signs o f discard­
ing the insular Anglo-Saxon attitude 
and a willingness to enter into a 
meaningful dialogue (to use a 
current cliche) with the once 
dispraised and summarily dismissed 
European philosophers.

Anybody who is genuinely

The latest round in the continuing disagreement in the Philosophy 
Department was matched in Senate two weeks ago over the content of 
a report by Mr K.B. Pflaum on his sabbatical leave in England. It was 
proposed rather speciously that the report be rejected on the grounds 
that it did not meet the requirements laid down for such Leave Reports. 
This motion was put forward by Professor Tarling, chairman of the 
committee of enquiry into the Philosophy Department, and seconded 
by Professor Lacey, Dean of Arts. It was heavily defeated with two 
votes in favour and plenty against. Below we reprint the text of Mr 
Pflaum's report, which is pointed in its comparison of the teaching 
of Philosophy in New Zealand and British Universities.

But not in Auckland
interested in this development 
would gain some insight into the 
complicated picture by reading the 
published version of Alan Monte- 
fiore’s talk on the BBC (English 
Listener 27. 5.76 p. 673). Himself a 
product and a leading figure of the 
Oxford “ tradition” , he acknowledg­
es openly the value of the reflexive 
type of philosophy practised in 
Europe and in some American 
Universities and he admits that his 
talk would have taken a very differ­
ent form had he not chanced to be 
exposed to some o f the contempor­
ary influences from France. The 
previous talk in the same series on 
current philosophical trends 
similarly dealt sympathetically 
(though, according to some, not 
entirely accurately) with the 
philosophical currents in Germany. 
Again it was an Oxford Fellow 
(Anthony Kenny) who tried to

bridge the gap which has for far too 
long been kept artificially open.

However, what they do in Oxford 
is their own business and nobody 
would deny the celebrated dons 
the right to spin their own particu­
lar fabric. Unfortunately the matter 
does not end in Oxford. There 
exists the constant danger of 
young impressionable minds coming 
to accept the douotful dogmas of 
prevalent fashions, regarding them 
as the only truths, and trying to 
proselytize them in an uncritical 
manner. The danger is o f course 
aggravated when, on the strength of 
recommendations from Oxford and 
allied sponsors, positions o f 
responsibility and power are 
allotted. This may be acceptable in 
other disciplines but it is sadly out 
of place in philosophy, the first 
requirement o f which is - as I under­
stand it - an open mind. I would

humbly submit that the University 
has a duty to protect students from 
any kind of indoctrination (be it 
home grown or emanating from 
overseas) and that, therefore, it 
should, through its appointment 
policy and procedure, guard against 
this widespread tendency.

In view of the changing philoso­
phical scene - generally to the better, 
- in the United Kingdom, I find the 
recommendations o f that sub­
committee very disappointing 
indeed. The report appears to me 
to be no more than a rather untidy 
package o f prevarications, naive in 
the extreme. As ah exercise in 
parish pump diplomacy it may be 
deemed to be a good effort, but as 
an intelligent assessment o f the 
situation in the philosophical 
controversy it is a sad fiasco. It is 
certainly not a solution to a serious 
anomaly and it does not come to 
grips with the immediate cause of 
the unrest in the department. There 
is not even a hint or suggestion of 
the urgency to redress the ideologi­
cal and teaching balance, so 
necessary to the proper functioning 
o f philosophy.

The so called rigorism upon 
which the committee put such 
stress is commendable, but one 
must beware lest this rigorism 
change into rigor mortis. After all, 
it was against the background of 
this distinct possibility that .the 
fuss in the department occurred. 
Again, it is patently absurd to 
imply that the only alternative to 
rigorism is treating people’s 
personal problems. That is the task 
o f psychiatrists and anybody who 
confuses philosophy with psychia­
try is obviously ignorant o f the 
nature of philosophy. The fact that 
philosophy sometimes helps to put 
things in a wider perspective and 
indirectly helps people in difficulties 
is quite incidental to its function. 
But if it does so it cannot be 
condemned on that basis alone. On 
strength o f the committee’s reason­
ing one could argue that long­
distance bus services (or any 
transport for that matter) should be 
discontinued on the ground that 
some passengers derive pleasure 
from looking out o f the windows 
and admiring the scenery.

Perhaps I sound presumptuous 
(no more, however, than the 
committee) and precipitate, but I 
feel strongly about the straight- 
jacketing of philosophy. On the 
basis o f my long teaching experience 
and my observations overseas 
(where there is, as I mentioned, a 
noticeable transformation in the 
concept o f philosophy), I have not 
only the right but the duty to point 
out that a more balanced approach 
to dealing with philosophical pro­
blems and the running of the depart­
ment is desirable if not absolutely 
imperative.

K.B. Pflaum
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Cafe Blues

'

During this year, the Cafe has been 
dissected, analysed, petitioned for and 
against at some length within these 
columns. I cannot hope to answer each 
and every criticism; I can however report 
on yet another view on it.

First, the history. The Cafe is currently 
being used as an example o f how not to 
design a Cafeteria. Its facilities, to quote a 
feasibility study for physical alterations, 
are inadequate and will become hopelessly 
so as our numbers grow. Its cooking and 
serving facilities are badly organised and 
require high staff levels even during OFF- 
peak hours. Other ancillary facilities are 
disastrous.

Secondly, there has always been a 
conflict between policy and management. 
Policy should theoretically be formed by 
students or by their duly elected appoint­
ed representatives. It should then be up to 
management to juggle facilities and 
resources and say to the policy makers 
what can and can't be done in line with 
the policy, and what needs money put 
into it

The Autumn General Meeting directed 
the Executive to employ management 
consultants, believing that such a problem 
was more than the Executive was compet­
ent to handle. Initially, I did not subscribe 
to this view as I felt that at least this year 
Cafe losses could be reduced, if not 
eliminated amost entirely. However, the 
preliminary reports presented to us by the 
consultants are proving to be invaluable in 
assisting us to plan to prevent losses in 
future years, rather than having to fight 
them on a year-to-year basis.

In the first term, the Catering 
Committee did not know o f the size of 
the loss until the end of March. Needless 
to sa> the reaction was pretty strong, 
especially after the reports at the AGM. 
All the Committee could do was to cut 
costs as a short term measure until 
changes were made to make the Cafe 
efficient. It took until the end of the 
first term for the necessary decisions to 
come into effect. These were the closing

of the Snack Bar and Cafe coffee service, 
and reduction o f hours in the hot servery , 
health food bar and the Medical School 
Cafe. These cuts were aimed at redundancy 
and the only service cut that was not 
being provided elsewhere was ice-creams. 
These cuts were aimed at reducing staff 
wage costs, which are our greatest costs 
after purchasing of goods.

Profit and loss accounts for the first 
five months of the year show us to be 
breaking almost exactly even after sub­
sidy. Muldoonistically. this is very pleas­
ing as it suggests we are heading in the 
right direction and as the reduced staff 
levels reduce staff wage costs we should 
not suffer too much from the 7% wage 
order last month.

In the short term the Cafe will suffer. 
The Cafe staff are expected to maintain 
the same levels o f serv ice with less staff to 
do it. Our ability to cope with absenteeism 
is also reduced because there is no room 
to reshuffle people. That they are coping 
and that the costs have been held 
independently of our own actions is to 
the credit of Mike Samphier and his staff, 
a fact which too many people are loath to 
recognise.

For the Cafe to go anywhere other 
than backwards it must have a firm 
financial and management base. It must 
also have the ability to cope with the 
widely fluctuating work loads and costs 
associated with it as well as reasonable 
student demands and requirements which 
change from year to year. The Manage­
ment Consultants have applied business 
principles to the catering system and 
have modified the requirements so that 
we can have a business-like management 
with minimal increase in costs. Business 
principles are necessary because the Cafe 
has a likely turnover of S500,000 this 
year. A loss of 1% on this would run 
three bursary campaigns or two 
Orientations, and this is why the 
Association cannot afford to carry Cafe 
losses.

As a final comment, the consultants 
have made a study of comparable services 
downtown. They report that the only 
item of Cafe food that is not significantly 
cheaper than downtown is our sandwiches. 
They also suggested that it is way past 
time that we actually carried out a market 
survey of what is really wanted in the 
Cafe. Hopefully this will be done this 
term bv a postal poll through 
CRACCUM.

Mike Walker

FOOD FILE
Quick Guide to the use o f herbs 
and spices.

To brighten up the cheap meats and 
dull vegetables try the following 
herb or spice additions -

ALL MEATS : basil, marjoram, 
thyme, sage. STEWS & CASSER­
OLES & CORNED MEAT: bay leaf, 
bouquet garni, cloves. PORK: 
coriander, rosemary, savory, 
mustard seeds. VEAL: paprika, 
oregano, mustard seeds, tarragon. 
LAMB: mint, cumin, rosemary. 
STEAK & CHOPS: garlic, ginger, 
oregano. BEEF: oregano. SAUSAGE 
MEAT: coriander, all-spice, savory. 
MEAT-LOAF: cumin, chilli powder, 
sage, thyme,' HUNGARIAN 
GOULASH: paprika, caraway seeds.

oregano. MARROW: cinnamon. 
CARROTS: chives, mint, parsley. 
MUSHROOMS: basil, thyme. 
CABBAGE: cinnamon, mustard 
seeds, savory. BEETROOT: bayleaf. 
PUMPKIN: netmeg. ONIONS: 
thyme, sage. CUCUMBER: savory.

FRUIT: APPLES: cloves, mint, 
cinnamon, coriander, caraway 
seeds. MELONS & PEARS: ginger. 
PINEAPPLE: cloves. GOOSE­
BERRIES: saffron. BAKED 
BANANAS: cinnamon. STEWED 
FRUIT AND FRUIT SALAD: 
mint, rosemary.

VEGETABLES: BEANS: savory, 
cumin seeds. POTATOES: chives, 
mint, parsely, marjoram. PEAS: 
mint. BAKED BEANS: sage, chilli 
powder. TOMATOES: basil, sage,

SOUPS : FISH: fennel, saffron. 
VEGETABLE: chilli powder, 
celery seed. MEAT: chilli powder, 
bay leaf. CHICKEN: bay leaf, 
tarragon. TOMATO: basil. 
MINESTRONE: rosemary.

N.B. it’s always better to underdo 
the quantity !

Sue

Bruised
Knees

Shirley
Temple

CRACCUM is in its 50th year of 
publication this year. Fraser Foister 
turns back brittle pages to review 
sporting highlights ranging from the 
beginning o f CRACCUM (and of the 
depression) to the last days before 
World War I I :

Depression days had just begun 
but Varsity’s sportswomen were a 
sturdy lot, prepared to carry on the 
pioneering traditions o f old. “ Just 
as it was Eve who first started to 
sin,”  wrote a CRACCUM corres- 
pondente, “ so it is that the women 
have taken a lead in making this 
somewhat unconstitutional decision, 
and although the men have shown 
signs o f being interested we can’t 
promise that they will follow suit.

“ So choking down our possible 
though not probable emotions, and 
making a superb showing o f that 
Spirit o f Independence which has 
made the name o f Woman unbear­
able we have resolved that a 
Women’s Tournament will be as 
popular as any other Tournament.”  

The ladies offered a bonus incent­
ive to supporters : “ Here is your 
opportunity o f having a real live 
Otago lady to come and stay with 
you or if you favour the ‘ Ladies o f 
the Plains’ we might be able to 
oblige you !”

All very promising for the 
payment o f threepence for the 
green-covered monthly student 
paper. And if it isn’t immediately 
clear that the appearance o f the 
paper stimulated activity in campus

clubs, CRACCUM certainly provid­
ed a vehicle for student critics. The I 
now defunct University Swimming 
Club, thrashed for its apparent 
inactivity, indignantly declared 
that ample facilities were available 
for certificate and trophy 
competitions : “ Besides holding . 
an annual carnival at which the club I 
championships and at least six open | 
races are swum, and inter-faculty 
sports, the University Club enters 
teams in the regular carnivals held 
by clubs affiliated to the Auckland 
Swimming Centre. Owing however 
to the infantile paralysis epidemic, 
which caused the suspension of all 
carnivals during the summer, the 
subsequent difficulty o f obtaining 
suitable baths, the earliness of 
Easter and the coldness of the 
weather this season, criticism is 
therefore partly justified.”  

However the club offered perks: 
“ Club swimmers are on production 
o f their membership cards, allowed 
free admittance to the Hobson 
Street Baths once a fortnight.”
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If a good soak didn’t put the cads| 
and blighters back on their feet, 
then faculty basketball competitions! 
offered a more stimulating outlet. 
The earliest CRACCUM report 
features a basketball bout between 
science students : “ The teams 
cheered one another from opposite 
ends o f the Court, the women won 
the toss and elected to defend the 
Government House end. In the fir s t  
hectic minute, Mr. Millener and
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Miss Chambers disappeared over the 
bank where the wire fence used to 
be. “ When they came back, Peg had 
a cut knee and Laurie a gory hand.

“Upon resumption the girls cast 
caution to the winds. Time and 
time again, in spite o f Miss Howie’s 
cries of ‘Draw your man, girls !’ 
they were beaten back, mainly by 
the brilliant interception o f Messrs. 
Caroll and Prendergast.”

Not unexpectedly, the men won, 
despite the first Labour Government 
which had then recently come to 
power. But then the sugar-bag 
realities o f the depression years 
never tainted CRACCUM’s middle 
and upper-middle class pages, 
though a proper concern was always 
shown for sport.

“Compared with the universities 
of Australia or even with some o f 
our own colleges,”  wrote a leader- 
writer in 1938, “ we are definitely 
in the hen-coop class so far as 
facilities for sport are concerned.” 
The solution then was titled 
“Executive’s Progressive Move, New 
Recreational Centre, Blandford 
Park Chosen.”

Now resting somewhere under 
the Grafton Gully motorway, 
Blandford Park was leased for use 
every afternoon and evening 
except Saturday by Varsity sports 
clubs. Projected development of 
the site by the Students’ Association 
included construction of a 440 yard 
athletics track, but this never came 
to fruition.

Ic was an era when the central

issues for student politicians seeking 
election were Playing fields, 
Gymnasium, Hostel. It was an era 
where South East Asia was 
unknown and the India of the 
British Raj was locked in by 
mythology.

Hockey tourist Peter Fernandez, 
billed as the “ greatest left wing in 
(Indian) hockey today” , toured 
Kiwi campuses as a member of the 
Prince of Manavadar’s team and was 
soon seized by CRACCUM for an 
interview: “ Mr. Fernandez debunked 
several myths of Mother India: said 
he had never seen a holy fakir' sitting 
on a bed o f nails, that the Indian 
rope trick was not heard o f now in 
India, the national drink is beer, 
Gandhi is still a leading figure and 
the favourite film star is Shirley 
Temple.

“ Their Prince rules the tiny state 
between Karachi and Bombay, 
maintaining his own army. He plays 
first class hockey as well as cricket 
and intended to play in the final 
test but his son’s illness prevented 
him from coming out to New 
Zealand. The newspaper story that 
he was to play after all was chiefly 
ballyhoo. ‘The newspapers do that 
in our country too ,’ confessed 
Fernandez with a smile.”

Only a few months later local 
papers echoed British Prime 
Minister Chamberlain’s assertion 
that there would indeed be “ peace 
in our time” .

Sports Reporter

W ILL YOU 
W ATCH TH E  
A L L  BLA C K S?
Time: early morning o f Sunday July 25th. Place: any New Zealand 

living room. Event: “ 1.05 am - New Zealand v South Africa - 1st Test. 
The first live telecast o f a rugby match from South Africa. Bill McCarthy 
is the commentator at Durban for this historic occasion” . (NZ Listener). 
Question: to watch or not to watch ?

Probably a majority o f students opposed the All Blacks’ Tour to the 
land o f divided doorways and separate exits. Not necessarily a very large 
majority, although student leaders often head the protest. The 
constituency in this case always tends to be noticeably more conserva­
tive than the people who present themselves for election as their spokes­
persons. And woe betide the budding student politician who steps out 
o f the prevailing liberal line on one o f the agreed issues of the day, 
whether it be South Africa, abortion or the Task Force. The political 
distance between students and student politicians.increases when you 
move from the local to the national scene.

But that’s not really the matter in hand. Let’s accept that you were 
in disagreement with the Tour to South Africa. You are however a 
rugby freak: are you going to watch the All Blacks on TV at 1 am next 
Sunday morning ? If so, does that degree of participation in their Tour 
make you a hypocrite ? Or if you don’t watch, are you dealing in moral 
niceties which make medieval disputes over the number of angels who 
could fit on a pin-head seem wildly relevant ?

Or again: Students’ Association Executive spent some considerable 
time early this year discussing whether Rothmans cigarettes should not 
be sold on campus. The reason for this is that Rothmans are a South 
African-based firm. Lengthy research by the Administrative Vice- 
President revealed that there is no such thing as a politically pure 
cigarette. Similarly, neither AUSA nor NZUSA will deal with South 
British Insurance, for the same reason of their involvement in South 
Africa. It is interesting to note that seven years ago before this became 
an issue, Student Travel used to arrange its insurance cover through 
South British, ‘a very reputable and world-wide firm’. In fact NZUSA 
holds some shares in the company, avowedly to maintain speaking rights 
at shareholders’ meetings.

The crux question is : at what point does participation in a wrong 
course of action become ā condonement of what is being done ? Do 
you condone the Tour by watching the First Test on television ? Is 
this made any worse if you were to watch it in person ? Would merely 
listening to it on the radio be less troublesome to the conscience ?
These issues become especially complex when you consider buying a 
firm’s products. Do you condone Rothmans’ participation in apartheid 
by buying their cigarettes, or by drinking Corbans’ wines, since Corbans 
are now a subsidiary o f Rothmans ? Do you approve the exploitation 
of tea and coffee workers when you take the drinks their labour has 
produced ?

The problem is that these questions aren’t amenable to decision in 
terms o f either/or morality. They lie in that vast area where lighter grey 
shades into darker, and the decision is at what point and for what 
reasons do you draw the line. Such issues are of the same kind though 
not o f the same degree as those surrounding American guilt at My Lai, 
or German guilt at Auschwitz. At what point o f the chain of action and 
command do you locate responsibility ? Eichmann described himself as 
simply a railway timetabler : and so he was. Does the fact he timetabled 
trains that carried many thousands to death make him an accomplice in 
those executions ? If so, what about the driver o f the train ? And the 
stationmaster ?

All o f which seems a far cry from watching our boys on telly next 
Sunday morning. But it is a question o f the same kind.

Allan Bell
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newsbriefs
overseasnews
University o f Singapore Students’ 
Union

1. From recent newspaper reports on the 
chain of events happening in Singapore, 
one gets the feeling that Singapore is 
crawling with communists - intellectual 
communists, ballerina communists, 
doctor communists, nun communists 
etc. All effective voices of criticism 
ranging from USSU and Nanyang 
University students to Amnesty Inter­
national to the ruling Dutch Labour 
Party are somehow always communist 
subverted.

2. Dovan Nair i^his defence of the 
People’s Action Party at the Socialist 
International Bureau Meeting made 
some blatant charges against ASSU. He 
said :
“ The Students Council (USSU) is 
manipulated by a m in ority  o f  Chinese- 
ed u ca ted  and radical activists who 
claim the right to speak in the nam e o f  
all when the majority are much more 
interested in pursuing their studies 
than in w orking fo r  the v io len t ov er ­
throw  o f  the govern m en t. ”  (Straits 
Tim es, 2nd June 1976, emphasis ours)

3. USSU strongly refute these statements 
as false. The facts are as follows :-

(a) The present Students’ Council is 
elected by the Student Body in 
democratically - held elections. 
Students vote co n sciou sly  and  
voluntarily rather than by com p u lsion  
as in our National Elections. The 
President and Hon. General Secretary 
are candidates with the highest number 
of votes in the General Elections. At 
the Annual General Meeting students 
set the union’s direction and policy 
which the Council has to abide by. If 
at any time the students are dissatis­
fied with the council, students can call 
an Extra-ordinary General Meeting 
where they can check the Councils 
actions or throw the whole Council 
out and re-elect another one.

(b) W orking fo r  v io len t o v er th ro w  o f  the 
G overn m en t -
USSU has never advocated the over­
throw of the government through 
violence or otherwise. We challenge 
Mr. Nair to justify his accusation. It is 
ridiculous for Mr. Nair to describe 
activities like Anti-Bus fare Hike 
Campaign, BanglaDesh Flood Relief 
Campaign and the Retrenchment 
Research Centre ( RRC), as advocation 
of ‘violent overthrow of government’ . 
They are obviously community welfare 
activities to create social awareness and 
a broader educational outlook for 
students.

4. Everybody knows Mr. Nair is an 
experienced politician. It is highly 
unlikely that he made the statements 
out of ignorance. Thus, it can be 
deduced that the mistakes were delib­
erate and made for the purpose of 
discrediting all possible criticism or 
opposition for the coming General 
Elections and regaining credibility and 
“ face” for the PAP both at home and 
abroad after the wide international 
publicity on the Dutch and British 
Labour Parties’ accusations against 
the PAP for violation of democratic 
principles and human rights.

5. USSU cannot keep silent on Devan 
Nair’s statement because in these days 
of arrests and confessions, to be 
accused of advocating violent over­
throw of the government is a danger­
ous thing. If unrefuted, this statement 
can be used as justification for future 
actions upon USSU students.

Nuclear Power Lecturer

In early September the Students’ 
Association will be hosting a tour by the 
American nuclear engineer^ Gregory 
Minor. Mr. Minor resigned from his post 
as a senior nuclear safety engineer with 
General Electric’s nuclear division in 
February along with two other senior 
engineers. Mr. Minor was employed at 
the infamous Browns Ferry nuclear 
station where a worker attempting to . 
find an airleak under the main control 
room set alight the insulation on the 
control cables. The resulting fire put seven 
out of the twelve safety measures out of 
action, and it was only the quick thinking 
of the plant controllers that saved the 
world from its first public nuclear pôwer- 
plant disaster. Greg Minor will be on 
campus on September 3rd and 4th to 
give a public forum. He then travels down 
into the deep south, returning to Auck­
land on September 24th to lecture and 
conduct a forum for students on nuclear 
power.

N ZU SU
Never Heard Of it, Have You?

Recently, because I am Treasurer 
of this Association, I travelled to 
Wellington to attend a Finance Com­
mission and an Annual General Meeting 
of the N.Z. Universities Sports Union.

Supposedly this is the National body 
of our student sportspeople, however it 
is being run mainly by the campus 
treasurers, some of whom seem to have 
no interest in sport whatsoever, but are 
more interested in ‘how much will it 
cost us’. During the year the interests 
of NZUSU are looked after by a 
Resident Executive, who are elected 
annually to run (or at least aid the 
running) of intervarsity tournaments 
and toiirs to and from other countries. 
This executive tends to be spread 
around the country and therefore it 
becomes expensive to pay for their 
travel to and from meetings, usually held 
in Wellington.

Following on from this, the AGM was 
in general agreement that this executive 
should have an ‘inner-core’ of people 
who resided in the same place, (heavy 
emphasis on Wellington), and so the 
delegates went to the vote for next 
year’s executive. I felt that it was 
unjust to other campuses to restrict 
this inner core to Wellington and thus 
voted in such a manner whereby a core 
of three would reside in Auckland 
(bias?). The poll results were:
President - Otago
Admin Sec/Treasurer - Wellington 
Tours Officer - Auckland 
Executive - Massey 

Victoria 
Auckland

Hardly a Wellington-centered committee!
Further discussions continued to the 

extent to which the major activities 
could happen whether NZUSU exists or 
not - whether we should spend this 
money on a Sports Union that does so 
little in reality for students. However 
what would happen if this Union was 
dissolved? Would our Sports people 
suffer?

In my opinion they are suffering 
already, under a structure that doesn’t 
and will probably never work unless it 
can be re-constituted and organised to 
the extent that a resident executive can 
and will meet regularly and benefit the 
university student sportspeople. I hope 
that this blurb will make more students 
aware that NZUSU exists and that we 
must soon make a decision on this 
existence. One of the major problems 
that was seen was the lack of knowledge 
on campus about NZUSU.

Alan Dick
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Mervyn T h o i of Downstage T been appointed  lo initiate th e  T begins next yea: and many face t' theatre - as a c to  playwright. His wee, and First

Household Ecology
At long last Auckland is to have a 

pamphlet on household ecology. Ecology 
Action has now completed a pamphlet 
listing where materials may be taken for 
recycling and helpful household hints on 
how to run your house in a better 
environmental manner. At present EA 
are raising funds to pay for it. If you 
would like to help, the next meeting of 
Ecology Action is in the Top Common 
Room 7.30 pm Wednesday 21st July.

Nuclear Ships

With rumours flying around the place 
about the visits of nuclear powered and 
armed warships remember that if they 
come to Auckland the Peace squadron 
has been set up to blockade the entrance 
to our harbour. Your support is needed - 
see the advertisement in this issue.

Contemporary European Studies
The Arts Faculty is considering (by 

means of an ad-hoc committee to consider 
the establishment of a committee) whether 
it will set up interdisciplinary course in 
Contemporary European Studies. This 
should help coordinate the presently 
fragmented courses which teach courses 
that could come under this umbrella. An 
admirable move towards some inter­
departmental cooperation and study in 
the interdisciplinary fields which are 
often the most interesting and important 
areas of study overseas.

Academic
notebook

Applications are hereby called for the 
positions o f :

Editor
Technical Editor
Advertising Manager
Distribution Manager of CRACCUM for
1977.

Nomination forms are available from the 
AUSA Office. Nominations, v/hich 
should be in a sealed envelope addressed 
to the Association Secretary and 
accompanied by a photograph, and brief 
biographical details and a policy state­
ment. Nominations close on Friday the 
13th August at 5 p.m.

Sharyn Cederman,
ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

Idealists n eed  n ot apply
Do you have high ideals about 

what universities are for and what 
you are doing here ? Is it a real 
personal involvement in the 
subjects you study that keeps you 
here ? Are you managing to hold on 
to your motivation and intellectual 
curiosity despite the pressure from 
examinations and internal assess­
ment ? T h e n  d o n ' t  r e a d  t h e  
u n iv e r s i t y 's  b o o k l e t  “ S u gg estion s  
o n  S t u d y in g  a n d  S i t t in g  
E x a m i n a t i o n s " ,  because it might 
give you the feeling you’ve come to 
the wrong place : “ You need an 
incentive. Perhaps the best one is to 
remember that examinations and 
tests are never very far away and 
that c o n s i s t e n t  s t u d y  th r o u g h o u t  
t h e  y e a r  p a y s .  "  *

Do you believe that education is 
about personal growth, about 
learning through doing what you 
enjoy doing ? The university’s 
advice is - forget it : “ Work under 
pressure such as self-imposed time 
limits or perhaps the denial of 
some pleasure till you have finished 
an assignment.”  *

Do you think it would be absurd 
to study a subject which wasn’t 
central to your own interests ? This 
booklet places the cart neatly before 
the horse : “ Above all, try to 
develop a real interest in the topic 
or subject - this helps 
tremendously.”  *

*A11 three quotations are taken 
from R. Winterbourn, S u ggestions  
o n  S t u d y in g  a n d  S i t t in g  E xam ina­
t io n s , Auckland, 1973, p. 5. This is 
a revised and extended version of a 
booklet which the university has 
been distributing to students since 
1954 - hardly a casually conceived 
or ephemeral publication !

Mike Hanne
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newsbriefs
New Drama Lecturer

Mervyn T h o m p s o n , p re se n tly  d ire c to r  of Downstage T h e a tre  in  W ellin g to n  has been appointed  S e n io r  L e c tu re r  in  D ram a  to initiate th e  T h e a tre  d ip lo m a  w h ich  begins next y e a r. T h o m p s o n  h a s  w ide  and many fa c e te d  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  theatre - as a c to r ,  d ire c to r ,  m a n ag e r, a n d  playwright. His p la y s  in c lu d e ; O Temper­
ing and First Return.

A p p lic a tio n s  h ave  b e e n  re -o p e n e d  fo r  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  O r ie n ta t io n  H a n d b o o k  E d i to r  o f  A U S A . A p p lic a tio n s  c lo se  a t  1 p m  o n  T u e sd a y  2 0  o f  J u ly  w ith  th e  A sso c ia tio n  S ec re ta ry 7 w ith  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  b e in g  m ad e  a t  th e  P u b lic a tio n s  m e e tin g  a t  2 p m  in th e  C o u n c il R o o m . N o m in a tio n  fo rm s  a re  av a ilab le  f ro m  th e  A U S A  o ffic e .
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S H O R T  STORY COMPETITION

Students' Association is sponsoring a 
iiterary competition, offering prize money 
of$100. The competition is for a 
short s to ry  of no more than 2000 words, 
and winning entries will be published 
inCraccum or the Association's literary 
magazine. The competition will be 
lodged b y  a member of the English 
Department. Entries should be addressed 
to: Short Story Competition 

Craccum
Auckland University Students' 

Association 
Private Bag 
Auckland.

Stories should be typed wide-spaced 
and on one side of the paper. AUSA 
reserves the right to publish any entry. 
Closing date is Friday July 30th.

MONDAY 19TH JULY
O L D  M A ID : 1 p .m . R o c k  C o n c e rt;‘T h e  L iv ing  F o rc e ’ - a d m iss io n  $ 1 .0 0 .
TUESDAY 20TH
O L D  M A ID  : 1 p .m . A U S A  J a z z  C o n c e r t • a d m iss io n  5 0 c7 p .m . F ilm  ’7 6  Serpico a d m iss io n  50c . 
FRIDAY 23RDO L D  M A ID  : 1 p .m . C o n se rv a to r iu m  o f  M usic lu n c h tim e  p ro g ra m m e  - m u sic  fo r  b ra ss  q u in te t ,  v io lin  a n d  p ia n o  by H o lb o rn e , B a rto k  a n d  L ilb u rn  - a d m iss io n  free .
SUNDAY 25THO L D  M A ID  : 6 .3 0  p .m . F ilm  ’7 6 : F o u r  M arily n  M u n ro e  M ovies.
MONDAY 26THO L D  M A ID  : 9 .3 0  a .m . a n d  2 p .m .E nglish  a n d  F re n c h  D e p a r tm e n ts :  F re n c h  F ilm s.
L IT T L E  T H E A T R E  : 9  a .m . - 6 p .m . P h o to  S oc : M ike H u tc h in s o n  - p h o to g ra p h ic  e x h ib i t io n s .  A d m iss io n  free .

A t a r e c e n t  w o rk d a y  fo r  th e  A U S A  E x e cu tiv e  i t  w as d e c id e d  th a t  th e  S R C  c h a irp e rs o n  w o u ld  b e c o m e  a fu ll m e m b e r o f  E x ec , ex  o ff ic io . Y es fo lk s , th a t  w as SR C  - th e  g lo r io u s  n o n - fu n c tio n in g  S tu d e n ts  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  C o u n c il.In case  y o u  h a v e n ’t  h e a rd  o f  i t  b e fo re , S R C  is a b o d y  c o m p o s e d  o f  r e p re s e n ta ­tives f ro m  each  fa c u lty  f ro m  th e  h o s te ls , f ro m  E x e c  a n d  o th e r  p laces. I ts  p r im a ry  
p u rp o s e  is to  d e te rm in e  A U S A  p o lic y . H o w ev e r th is  y e a r , as has  h a p p e n e d  in p re v io u s  y e a rs , S R C  has fu n c t io n e d  p r im a rily  as a c h a r i ta b le  b o d y  - h a n d in g  o u t  v a rio u s  su m s o f  m o n e y  to  g ro u p s  w h ich , b y  th e i r  a c t io n s , s u p p o r t  o r im p le m e n t A U S A  p o lic y .A n y w a y , th e  fo llo w in g  is a  su m m a ry  o f  S R C  a c t io n  th is  y e a r  :
Meeting 1 Friday 30th AprilA g ra n t o f  so m e  $ 2 0 0  to  F rie n d s  o f  H A R T  fo r  th e  a n ti  to u r  M obe.
Meeting 2 Friday 4th JuneA d o p tio n  o f  E x ec , p o lic ie s  o n  B u rsaries, N a tio n a l U n io n  o f  S tu d e n ts ,  n u c le a r  p o w er, ov e rseas  s tu d e n ts ,  p lu s  S R C  p o lic ie s  in th e  fie ld s  o f  A b o r t io n  L aw  R e fo rm , in te rn a l m a t te r s ,  a n d  L im ita t io n  o f  
E n ro lm e n ts  as  p r io r i t ie s  fo r  A U S A . A g ra n t o f  $ 1 0 0  to  C am p a ig n  fo r  N on- N u c lea r F u tu re s .
Meeting 3 Friday 11th JuneD iscu ss io n  o f  A U S A  p o lic ies .A g ra n t o f  $ 5 0 0  to  th e  H iro sh im a  D ay m arch .

Meeting 4 Friday 18th JuneA n o th e r  g ra n t: to  th e  A b o r tio n  R ally  C o m m itte e  a n d  to  th e  A b o r t io n  C o n fe re n c e . *A lo n g  d e b a te  o n  th e  a f f il ia tio n  o f  A M SA  to  A U SA .
Meeting 5 Friday 25th June A n o f fe r  o f  s u p p o r t  in a t te m p ts  fo r  a c y c le w ay  a c ro ss  A u c k la n d  H a rb o u r  B ridge.A d ire c tiv e  to  th e  W elfare  V .P . to  c o n ta c t  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  Socia l S e c u r ity  re g a rd in g  u n e m p lo y m e n t  b e n e fits  a n d  th e  lo n g  w a it in v o lv ed .T h is  w as a lso  re c o m m e n d e d  to  N Z U S A .
Meeting 6 Friday 2nd JulyM ore d iscu ss io n s  o n  n u c le a r  p o w e r  w ith  th e  d ec is io n  to  o p p o se  e n try  o f  all n u c le a r  sh ip s  in to  N Z  w ate rs .A n e x p re s s io n  o f  d is sa tis fa c tio n  w ith  th e  N Z  c o d e  fo r  N u c lea r p o w e re d  S h ip p in g .D iscu ss io n s  (re a d  a heated, debate) o n  th e  c lo se d o w n  o f  th e  c o ffe e  se rv e ry , w h ich  e n d e d  w ith  E x ec  d e n y in g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  an y  fig u re s  fo r  d ay  to  d a y  tra d in g  w hen  re q u ire d  to  p re se n t  th e m .
Tony Mattson

l i i j f t iP ”'"-

August Charter

A u g u s t  2 2

Chur ter flight to CHRISTCHURCH
a  g u a r a n t e e d  s e a t  b o o k  n @ w

NAC STANDBY TRAVEL
<a 50%concession >

you need a /9 7 6  tS /C  to
get this concession

So APPLY HOW to he sure of 
having your card for August

Student Travel Bureau
Top floor Student Union Building Mon—Fri from 11.00am to 5.00pm
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T h is  s e c o n d  f e a t u r e  in  C R A C C U M 's  L ifeview  s e r i e s  is a n  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  
a n  a d d r e s s  g i v e n  a t  g r a d u a t io n  b y  R e v  D r  J o h n  H i n c h c l i f f ,  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  c h a p la in  a t  A u c k l a n d  U n iv e r s i ty .TURNINGS We have survived ou r prideful, 

self-assertive turnings largely because 
o f  ignorance and incom petence. 
N ow  we approach  the A byss because 
we have the “ oversk ill”  sufficient 
fo r our overkill. Thurber wrote : 
“ Man is fly ing to o  fa st fo r  a world 
th at is round. One day  he will catch 
up with h im self in a great rear-end 
collision , and Man will never know 
th at what hit him  from  behind was
m an.

In the h istory  o f  th ou gh t we 
d iscover m any decisive turnings. 
Greek ph ilosoph y p ortray s a basic 
m odel, which has been repeated  
m any tim es. In itially  there w as a 
turning aw ay from  the m yth o logical 
gods to  the cosm ological w orld o f  
m an, then cam e the turn ing to  m an 
h im self - m an who is “ the m easure 
o f  all th in gs.”  M any m odern tu rn ­
ings begin with the assu m ption  th at 
man is the m easure and th at m an 
can d iscover th at a lch em ist’s ston e 
which will give him all truth  and 
pow er. B u t these m odern  turnings 
have system atically  caused  m an to  
becom e a stranger to  existen ce .

With C opernicus we tu rned  aw ay 
from  the co m fortab le  hom ely  
m edieval universe, with G od  ju st  
ou t there, beyon d the near stars. We 
becam e fin ite speck s in an in fin ite 
universe. Darwin challenged ou r 
pride o f  p lace in creation , and we 
becam e inheritors o f  a rather 
haphazard process o f  b io logical 
survivalism . Freud turned us aw ay 
from  beliefs ab o u t our being em in­
ently reason able  and revealed how  
com plicated  and in fluential are our 
instincts and determ ined  super egos. 
The Industrial, T ech nological and 
C ybernetic R evolu tions have allow ­
ed us to  turn to  m achines which can 
act, create, and now  th ink far m ore 
effic ien tly  than we can. So  perhaps 
we are d isposab le  or redundant.

new fad s and gim m icks and earn a 
brief m edia-devised n otorie ty . In 
religious p h ilosoph y  we tu rn  to  a 
th eology  o f  love, or th e  th eo logy  o f  
crisis, to  a th eology  o f  p lay , or to  a 
th eology  o f  liberation  and now  to  a 
th eology  o f  self-reliance; all the time 
m aking sure we use the very latest 
in fash ion ab le  Germ an or Sou th  
A m erican term s.

Such  rapid turnings have left 
their m ark. Indeed in term s o f  
T o ffle r ’s “ fu ture sh o ck ”  the tu rn ­
ings have le ft us behind, unable  to  
understand, unable  to  cope. It is as 
if we have been  cu t ad rift, or d is­
located . The con tin u al turn ings have 
m ade m any o f  ou r p ast certain ties 
ob so lescen t, th ey  have sw am ped 
trad ition al beacon s o f  m eaning, and 
have m ade th e fu tu re  enigm atic and 
unim aginable. Som etim es it seem s 
as if on ly  th e T heatre  o f  th e  A bsurd 
can m ake sense o f  the fog.

T hose who are sensitive to  the 
turnings cry o u t in despair. Where 
can we turn  to  avoid  th is ceaseless 
spinning through  the co ld  em pty  
spaces o f  m eaninglessness ? Why 
ex ist in it ? Why n ot turn  from  it ? 
So  a stu den t te leph on es m e a t hom e 
and say s : “ I have cu t m y w rist.
Why should I sto p  the bleed ing ? ”  
Why indeed ? So  Willie L o m an  in 
the play  D e a t h  o f  a S a le s m a n  u tters 
the prim al cry o f  m odern  m an : “ I

Som e can turn and d iscover their 
truth  in a to talitarian  religion  o f  
the S ta te . Som e ch oose  to  be turned 
on as produ cers and con sum ers and 
enjoy the so-called rat race, defined 
agriculturally  as producing m ore 
corn to  graze m ore pigs to  sell m ore 
m eat to  m ake m ore m oney to  buy 
m ore land to grow  m ore corn  to
fatten  m ore p ig s ...........Som e
enthusiastically  turn to  em brace

have a right to  know  who I a m .”  
Paradoxically  all these turn ings 

allow  us to  go a lm ost anyw here and 
do a lm ost anything. L ike  a sk im m ­
ing ston e we can sk ip  along  the 
surface o f  existence, crying “ free­
d o m ”  to  our h earts ’ con ten t. We 
can p ass through T o ffle r ’s “ serial 
se lves,”  “ serial m arriages”  and 
“ serial h o u ses.”  With our cu ltural, 
social, m oral and tech n ological

turnings we have bu lldozed  dow n 
our trad ition al hom es.

Likew ise N ietzsch e ’s m adm an 
enters the m arket p lace  and 
challenges the casual, ap ath etic  
sp ecta to rs o f  h istory . He ask s : 
“ W hither do  we m ove ? A w ay from  
all suns ? Do we n ot dash  on 
unceasingly ? B ackw ards, sidew ays, 
forw ards, in all d irection s ? Is there 
still an above and below  ? Do we 
n ot stray , as through  in fin ite 
nothingness ? D oes n ot em pty  
space breathe upon  us ? H as it n ot 
becom e co lder ? D oes n ot night 
com e on con tin u ally , darker and 
darker ? Shall we n ot have to  light 
lanterns in the m orning ? D o we n ot 
hear the n oise  o f  th e grave-diggers 
who are burying G od ? ”

H eidegger a ffirm s th at th is dark­
ness o f  th e night is caused  by the 
“ blinding su ccess”  o f  tech n ology  -

The w rist o f  our civilisation is 
bleeding. Is there anyth ing you and 
I can do to  s to p  it ? All to o  often 
we exam ine the deep  w ounds and 
ju st  com plain , bu t such complaints 
cannot be com plained  aw ay. Some­
tim es like H am let we have bad 
dream s, bu t such dream s cannot 
be dream ed aw ay.

As never befo re  civilisation is 
calling m en and w om en to  take a 
new turn ing; a  turning aw ay from 
the A byss, the p o in t o f  no return, a 
turn ing to  life  and the centre of our 
being. We m ust turn  far beyond our 
fidgeting in fatu ation s with trivia to 
a  rad ically  new turning. B u t para­
d ox ica lly  th is rad ically  new turning 
can best be sh ap ed  by taking serious­
ly a  return  to  the ancient message of 
H ope, Faith  and Love. This is not a 
jou rn ey  to  the beginning because we 
c an ’t fash ion  or com prehend such a 
beginning. N or is it  a  turning to the 
ending, which like the beginning is 
far beyon d  our m ortal and finite 
vision. It is a  jou rn ey  between the 
beginning and the ending. And we 
dare n ot be presu m ptu ou s about 
such a  jou rn ey . It is lim ited  by our 
pride and death . B u t we can be 
h opefu l when we turn  in faith to 
the G od o f  A braham  and Jesus, a 
faith  th at when sch ooled  in 
adversity  can m ove m ountains.

Such  a G od m ay be lo st sight of 
in our society  and perhaps is even

It is the Promethean pre-occupation with the sin of pride which 
causes our so-called ‘ century of progress’ to fumble along in the 
darkness.

a tech n ology  which “ th reaten s a 
single endless w in ter.”  L ike the 
ancient tech n olog ist Sam son , who 
believed he cou ld  free his people  
with a jaw bon e  o f  an ass, it is 
alleged th at the m odern tech n o lo­
gist believes he can issue in the 
U top ia  with equ ipm en t, techn iques, 
and form u lae. Surely  rather than 
tech n ology  it is the Prom ethean 
preo ccu p atio n  with the sin o f  pride 
which causes ou r so-called “ century 
o f  p rogress”  to  fu m ble along in the 
darkness from  nightm are to  
nightm are, even to  the very brink 
o f  cu ltural and social suicide.

Such pride turned A dam  ou t o f  
the m ythical Eden , such pride 
cem ented  the bricks o f  th at m onu­
m ental ab su rd ity , the T ow er o f  
Babel, such pride caused  th e 
Pharaohs to  exh au st E g y p t’s soul 
by building the pyram ids. B ut these 
exercises in se lf  assertion  overlook  
G od the creator and e fface  life 
itself. We are reaching the poin t 
where we can seriously  qu estion  
w hether m an will be able  to  survive 
such id o la to ry , either ph ysically  or 
m orally.

We arrogantly  try  to  con tro l the 
world by building a bo m b which is 
“ the shatterer o f  w orld s.”  We 
prepare fo r war th at can n ot be won. 
We exp ect a victory  which we know  
will be suicide. Instead  o f  preparing 
to  die fo r our cou n try , we prepare 
to  die with our coun try . We sign 
peace treaties and the arm s race gets 
w orse. We build m ore sch ools, bu t 
there are m ore illiterate persons 
than ever. We ad o p t the pern icious 
m orality  o f  triage, and while som e 
o f  us die o f  overeating, a b o u t 2 0 0  
m illion die o f  starvation .

in defau lt. B u t as M artin Buber 
w rites : “ The eclipse o f  the light of 
G od is no ex tin c tio n .”  This light 
m ay n ot be experienced in creeds or 
learned treatises, but it is discernible 
in the lives o f  m en and women as 
recorded  in the w isdom  literature of 
Ages. So  we find  A braham  turning 
aw ay from  the safe  society  of 
M esopotam ia in a decisive, respons­
ible and riskfu l leap o f  faith. We . 
find Jo sh u a  turning to  the new land, 
with hope. We find the prophets 
calling to  the people  to  turn back 
from  the path s o f  destruction  to 
the light o f  G od. We find Christ, in 
the hinge o f  h istory , turning 
courageou sly  and sacrificially to­
w ards the m assive m ilitary might of 
Im perial R om e to  o ffe r  those 
absurd ly  sim ple w ords o f  Love and 
Peace and Ju stice . We fihd the 
Sam aritan  leper turning away from 
his celebration  o f  restored  health to 
rem em ber the Christ.

In all his turnings man must 
rem em ber to  atten d  to  the still 
sm all voice o f  faith . This voice is 
w ithout speech or language yet is 
prim al and final. It echoes through­
ou t y e t transcends every aspect of 
the created  order, calling us out of 
our descen t into self-centredness. 
The voice never banishes the 
m ysteries but gives us peace. It is a 
calling, radicalizing voice which 
d istu rbs our satisfaction s with 
social and parochial gods, a voice 
which turns us to  confront the 
eternal m ysteries o f  faith as well as 
the profou n d  disease, the false 
securities and m any injustices of 
our tim e.

Jo h n  H inchcliff
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This year’s Presidential elections have turned 
up five candidates, which means CRACCUM has 
devoted more space in total but less per candid­
ate than we would like. To help you sort through 
the maze o f policy, prevarication, waffle and 
misrepresentation, Jill Ranstead, Fraser Folster 
and Allan Bell interviewed the candidates on 
your behalf.

Careful readers o f the interviews which 
follow will notice a considerable amount o f 
agreement among the several candiates. This 
is by no means accidental. Executive spent 
most of Saturday July 10th discussing policy, 
purposes and the Association’s staffing and 
structure. Most o f what the candidates are 
saying was agreed upon at this meeting - the 
giving of greater power to the Student Rep­
resentative Council, the appointing o f more 
policy officers to Exec, the downgrading o f 
the position o f Association Secretary.

It is possible to take two views o f this pro­
cess. The generous will say Executive reached 
a consensus, and the candidates who are already 
on Exec have so absorbed the common mind 
that they cannot rightly tell where the consensus 
mtm ends and their own opinion begins. The 
cynical will maintain that student politicians 
know a good thing when they’re on to it, and 
have no scruples about parroting someone else’s 
views as if they owned them. Truth probably 
lies somewhere between, but having heard 
five different people come across with specific 
policy statements remarkable only for their 
similarity, CRACCUM staff incline towards t 
cvnicism.

The Students’ Association President takes 
on a many-sided job: chairing Executive, 
committee and General meetings; leading the 
formulation and carrying out o f Association 
policy; representing students’ interests to the 
University; working with office, catering, 
custodial, accounting, Theatre and Recreation 
staff; representing Auckland University at 
NZUSA meetings.

It’s hard to express great confidence in any 
of the candidates for President in 1977. Only 
Janet Roth can be seen to lay a strong claim 
to any particular ideology, and her administra­
tive capabilities are unknown. Both Henry 
Harrison and Alan Dick are notably lacking 
in any vision or purpose for the Students’ 
Association. Dick would be a competent admin­
istrator (he has been an average Treasurer), 
but might not prove a good leader and cord- 
mator of an Executive. Harrison is probably 
not strong enough administratively or person­
ally for the position. Max Collins has had no 
real chance to prove himself on Exec: he is 
practical, has some limited ideals for the 
.Association and the University, and may be 
an adequate chairman. Hugh Cook has not 
been an impressive Administrative Vice- 
President this year, and would not seem to 
have the personal capabilities necessary to 
the Presidency:

Some explanation o f all the jargon you’ll 
find in the next four pages:
SRC: Student Representative Council is 
supposedly the Students’ Association’s 
policy-making body. Consists o f  elected 
hostel and faculty representatives, and the 
Executive.
SUMC: Student Union Management Comm­
ittee consists o f five student and five Univer­
sity representatives. Administers the Student 
Union buildings, Cafeteria, etc.
Deed of Management between the Students’ 
Association and University administration.
It is the document which governs the rela­
tive powers and responsibilities o f the two 
parties.

CO LLIN S

D o  y o u  th in k  t h e r e ' l l  b e  a r ea s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  y o u r  p o l i c i e s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
P r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d id a te s ?

Well I have no areas of common interests 
for example with the Young Socialists. I’m 
interested in getting involved with an Assoc­
iation that’s doing things for students rather 
than campaigning for socialism for the rest of 
the world. The problem is that those people 
interested in problems are not interested in the 
running of the Students’ Association.

I think we have a role in NZUSA. Students 
Associations are also big business. We should 
take a trade union attitude to our members. 
We’re here to provide service and facilities for 
students and to fight for their rights on issues.

r t

M a x  C o l l in s  is t h e  m a n  w h o  c o n t r o l l e d  C a p p in g  
in  1 9 7 6 .  A n  e n g in e e r in g  s tu d e n t .
W h a t d o  y o u  t h in k  t h e  m a in  is s u e s  a r e  f o r  a n y  

p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d id a t e ?
I feel assessment should be the first priority. 

It’s been reduced in importance because o f the 
bursary issue, but this is an area where I think 
a lot o f action still has to be done. Students who 
would have participated in Capping for example, 
couldn’t because of assessment.

About the Association - it should put some 
energy into building itself uo. I want the 
Association to build up its own services to 
students. For example in the AggeU Affair, the 
President should have demanded from the Vice- 
Chancellor that someone else mark the papers. 
These are areas where AUSA could be servicing 
students.

Also, we should get rid o f the Cafe and turn 
the day-to-day running over to the University. 
There seems to be a conflict between efficient 
servicing and cheap food. This will have to be 
resolved by negotiating a deal with the univers­
ity or the alternative is that the idea of 
subsidising the Cafe has to go. Effectively we’re 
increasing fees to pay for losses. It’s an attitude 
that can’t be overcome. Perhaps the catering 
management should work to break even with 
a bonus system operating to encourage this.

There’s a high loss on the theatre - 1 don’t 
think Studass can afford it. We’re also bound 
to let the University use it whenever they want 
to. Commercial hireage will have to be looked 
at here - 1 don’t see why University depart­
ments should have free access. They could 
hire the theatre as, say, the English department, 
and pay a reasonable fee. The ratio o f money 
put in by the University to that o f the Students 
Association is quite insignificant.

W h a t w o u ld  b e  y o u r  m a jo r  p r i o r i t y  i f  y o u  were 
e l e c t e d  f o r  P r e s id e n t ?

I only have a limited time to work in as 
President but I’d want to see concrete moves 
toward assessment reform. There should be a 
maximum three hour examination time over 
a paper. For example if there is a one hour 
test there should be a two hour final, if there’s 
a two hour test there should be a one hour 
final exam.

Issues that extend outside the Association 
that I feel the Association should get beind 
are South Africa and nuclear power. On the 
first I don’t think that the Rugby Union can 
stay removed from the issue much longer. It’s 
time we tried to force the Rugby Union to 
make an official statement on their stand 
whether we like that statement or not.
Nuclear power is an area that only those 
people who have done a bit o f reading on 
will understand but the facts are very clear. 
New Zealand doesn’t want anything to do 
with fission.

The Students Association are here to 
provide an environment for members to 
develop interests apart from their ordinary 
courses. I think a Students Association is an 

organisation in which members should develop 
mature attitudes towards society and its 
problems but above all its members should 
learn to enjoy life]
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Hugh Cook is current Administrative Vice- 
President. He is a third year Arts Student. 
What sort of things have you done, over the 
last year that you've been in office as AVP 
that convince you that you've got the 
experience to run for President?

Over the past year I’ve served on every 
major student committee including the 
Publications Committee, Cultural Affairs, 
Finance Committee, where I picked up a 
very general education as to what goes on 
in the Students’ Association. I’ve also taken 
a post on the Student Union Management 
Committee, where I’ve gained an insight 
into our relationship with the university.

What's your approach to assessment? How 
do you see the problem and how would you 
deal with it if you were elected as President?

If elected as president I would like to get 
our student reps a great deal more involved 
in our decision-making process. At the 
moment the only time we’ve mobilised our 
student reps is over this education finance 
thing which was quite late in the year. The 
way we mobilised our student reps was to 
draw on our list o f these members, send out 
letters to have them come to committee 
meetings, brief them and send back to 
their classes to give pep talks to them.

Now this is direction from the top. I 
would like to direction some other way 
from the bottom, bringing our class reps 
together and asking them what they would 
like us to do for them.

Well as President, of course, you'd be the 
man in the hot seat. How do you think 
you'd get on in dealing with University 
people in say negotiations over control 
of buildings around the place.

Over Student Union Management Com­
mittee I have of course met Dr Maiden 
and Mr PullcJ*. It seems that our past 
Presidents havt often achieved good 
relations with theō° people at the expense 
of some degree of student control over our 
activities. For example \ve kowtowed to 
the University over Capping and did our 
best to make it an orderly procedure but 
at the same time the University v/ent 
ahead and scheduled a large number of 
terms tests on that week so it made it 
very difficult for the average student to part­
icipate in Capping. I’m not sure that the 
benefits o f good relations with the Univ­
ersity are as large as some people make out.

Are you suggesting that under your Presid­
ency you'd push primarily for issues without 
really considering whether relations with 
the University might be impaired or not, 
provided that you thought the issues them­
selves were more important to the students 
than a good relationship?

Definitely, over Capping we made a 
protest about lectures after the event. If 
we had the good feedback from our student 
reps that I’m hoping to set up, then we
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would have before Capping learned that all 
these terms tests were scheduled and we 
could have made as a condition for making 
such a massive effort to ensure good 
behaviour from our students, have the 
University free those students from heavy 
terms tests over Capping.

How do you view the University? Why do you 
think you're here and what do you think the 
purposes of a University are?

Before I came to the University I thought it 
was a place where I could receive a broad and 
rounded education. After three years here I 
think the University itself is more o f a museum 
but the Students’ Association is indeed a place 
where I can receive that broad and rounded 
education that I’ve looked for. I’ve learned a 
great deal through involvement in student 
affairs, a great deal more than I could ever 
acquire trom the University itself.

What do you think the main functions of a 
Students' Association should be ?

We should play a trade union role and 
represent the interests o f our members. In this 
Education Action thing, students are receiving 
too little money for the purposes o f living on so 
we play a trade union role in striving to get 
those students more money for their living 
expenses. Modern trade unions are extensively 
involved in politics, for instance the interests 
of their members as related to racism and the 
government of the country. Again, I think we 
should represent our members in those areas.

Do you think that students should continue to 
subsidise those people who use the Cafe by a 
certain amount being taken out of their fees 
that goes towards the cafe subsidy? Should 
this continue or do you think the users of the 
cafe should pay the rather higher outside 
prices for food ?

I don’t think the users o f the Cafe should 
pay the higher outside prices. Ideally I think 
the University should subsidise the cafeteria 
rather than the students because overseas it 
seems that Universities do provide facilities 
like cafeterias for their students and looking 
at the vast amount of money which the 
Students’ Association has paid for basic facil­
ities like Cafeterias, common rooms, and the 
Recreation Centre I get the distinct impression 
that we’ve been screwed!

Hopefully the Deed o f Management can be 
renegotiated so that the University itself 
would take over financial responsibility for 
the Cafeteria while leaving students with the 
control o f things like pricing policy. Thisjs 
an ideal situation and any speculation on this 
matter is just that: speculation!

Alan Dick is a third year Commerce student,! 
and 1976 Students' Association Treasurer.
Why are you at University ? '

Initially to get a meal ticket, when I first c 
here. Looked at what I could get a job in, 1 
seemed the obvious answer from what I’d do 
school. It’s still going to be a meal ticket evei 
ually, but there’s more to it than that - I’m 
starting to look at other subjects such as soci 
sciences like sociology and psychology, thouj 
still with a business orientation.

And why are you standing for President 1
I think there’s a large amount being done! 

year that is going to need continuing work m 
year. And I’ve already got the background 
knowledge to most o f it, which even within t 
next six months as President-elect it would be ] 
very hard to pick up. There’s a lot of backgro: 
material that even the Executive doesn’t get tcj 
see.

There’s a large amount o f changes being 
instigated by this year’s Exec - especially the 
concept o f the Deed o f Management - which 
are going to involve a lot o f hard work, note 
in the last six months o f this year but p 
most o f next year. It’s got to be done properir 
so that future Executives won’t be burdened 
with the masses o f administration that we’ve 
been lumbered with this year.

Do you have any ideology - for the University 
the Students' Association, or yourself ?

I don’t know. Ideology to me is something 
that people really believe in, but most of the 
time it’s totally impractical and could not be 
carried out. You’ve got to recognise the practid 
ities o f situations, and work to change the 
situations where practical. Like nuclear power-; 
we may have to come to some half-way point 
I wouldn’t like to say what that might be, but 
we may not be able to completely keep nuclear| 
power and nuclear ships out o f NZ. This is 
going to depend on the Government and treat 
ies such as Anzus. Obviously if you’ve got a 
treaty with another country and the majority 
o f their navy is made up o f nuclear ships, 
they’re not going to be too happy if you say 
they can’t come to the country.

And we aren't allowed to say that we won't 
accept them ?

That’s up to us to pressure Government to 
break such treaties, and that a clause to such 
an effect should be included in the treaty - 
that nuclear powered and armed ships are not 
allowed to enter ports in NZ. I think it’s very 
dangerous for such ships to be allowed into 
the ports in NZ because NZ is relying so much 
on exports, especially primary produce. And 
if there was a nuclear accident, nobody would 
want anything coming out from that port.

Any other national issues ? You've been to 
South Africa, haven't you ? What's your own 
experience of and attitude to apartheid ?

Well I personally don’t think we should be 
playing sport with South Africa. South Africa 
is like NZ in that the majority o f the people 
are very sports-minded. If they were denied 
total overseas competition, they would very 
quickly change their acts o f Parliament that 
prohibit the coloureds and black people of 
South Africa from playing with whites.

It was lather difficult while I was there in 
1968 because I stayed for most o f the time on 
my uncle’s farm, which is in the Cape Province] 
in the middle o f nowhere. And the only 
contact we had with whites was in fact my 
uncle, and he wasn’t prepared really to discuss
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theEDUCATIONCUTBACKS
“Economic conditions in this country have 
never been worse but that is no excuse for 
letting education facilities and provisions for 
education generally, deteriorate.”

These admirable words were spoken in 
Parliament last June by the Opposition spokes­
man on Education - the Hon. L.W. Gandar. It 
has taken less than a year for the full irony of 
that, and many similar statements made by the 
present Government before the General Election 
last year, to become apparent.

The attitude of- the Government, far from 
mirroring their fine words, has been one of 
expediency. If there was no excuse for letting 
things slide, how can Mr. Gandar justify an 
active attack on the future of Education in 
New Zealand ? As the axe is freely wielded on 
such “ luxuries”  as day relief, special aides, 
worker education schemes, technical institute 
libraries, and countless others, more and more

people involved in education; parents, students, 
students, teachers, trainee teachers and 
administrators are growing restless.

A few years ago the thought of a national 
combined action by all the major educational 
groups in the country would have seemed a 
pipe dream. The last few months have brought 
all the groups represented by this newspaper 
together with the single aim o f stopping the 
cuts. On July 23 there will be protests in all 
major centres to begin an intensive campaign, 
the substance of which can be found in the 
next eight pages. Whatever your interest in 
the issues you will find there, you should use 
the publication to acquaint yourself with 
the whole problem.

This campaign is not a simple case of a 
sectional interest belabouring the government 
for its own selfish needs. There is scarcely 
a household in the country which is not in

some way affected by the cutbacks, and 
more and more those households can see our 
free education system being faced with a 
choice: either accept lesser quality, or place 
the cost of education on the users. The only 
way to drive home to the Government that 
we will not tolerate inroads into this 
most important area of their responsibility 
to the electorate* is by giving a massive 
demonstration of dissatisfaction on July 23.

On the last page of the supplement, you 
will find a list o f ways in which you can 
carry on the fight which begins this week. 
Just a few minutes of your time to express 
condemnation of the cuts will, when multi­
plied by the hundreds of thousands 
effected, represent a public outcry no 
Government can ignore.

The Editor

JULY 23rd
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Prim ary Problem s
Paul G ilm our

Mr. Gandar, Minister o f 
Education, has indicated that the 
aim is to save $8 million. He has 
indicated that the cuts are 
“ temporary” , but, apart from 
stating that they will be “ reviewed” 
at the end of the financial year - 
31st March, 1977 - can give no 
likely date o f their removal.

However, the $8 million cuts 
now imposed are merely the last 
straw that threatens to break the 
camel’s back. At the time of the 
1975 Budget, Mr. Gandar, then 
Opposition Spokesman on 
education, pointed out that Vote 
Education at $600 million 
represented a cut in real value of 
$60 million on the previous years’ 
Budgets. During the past twelve 
months, inflation at a rate o f 17 
per cent has eroded a further $102 
million from the value of the 
Budget. Now Mr. Gandar, as 
Minister o f Education, has lopped a 
further $8 million o ff the vote. 
Together these figures amount to 
an erosion o f $170 million from an 
original vote o f $600 million.

This is equivalent to a total cut 
in excess o f 28 per cent. Not even 
in the worst year o f the depression 
of the ’30s was Education treated 
as savagely as this.

The combined effects are :-

(a) Children will receive a less 
adequate educational 
opportunity than has been the 
case for some years past. In 
many cases the result will be 
to tip the scales from success 
to failure within the school 
system.

(b) Conditions o f service fought 
for and won by teachers over 
many years have been viciously 
attacked.

(c) Parents will find that they will 
be required to pay out far 
more to their local shools to 
achieve a less satisfactory 
education for their children. 4 It is the children in most need

who will suffer most...’Specifics o f the Cuts.
1. Building Restrictions. Many 

schools in N.Z. are yet to be 
brought up to the standards of 
the 1970 Building Code. Other 
schools, through sheer age, 
require urgent replacement in 
whole or in part. The greater 
part o f  this work will be post­
poned indefinitely.

‘Not even in the 
Depression was

Education treated as 
savagely as this.’

2. Relief Teacher Restrictions.
When teachers have been absent 
from their classes through illness 
or approved leave it has been 
possible to employ a local 
relieving teacher for the day. 
Extremely restrictive conditons 
have now been imposed on the 
employment o f relievers with 
the result that principals o f 
large primary schools will now 
be expected to become class­
room teachers for about 8 per­
cent o f their time, in addition to 
their normal tasks as principal o f 
the school. They will receive no 
extra remuneration for the extra 
work required o f them. Other 
teachers, allotted to the school 
to institute special programmes

to meet the needs of specific 
children who are educationally 
at risk, will now be required to 
drop these programmes at a 
minute’s notice in order to 

replace an absent classroom 
teacher. This will be extremely 
disruptive o f school programmes 
and organisation and means that 
the needs of the pupils will be 
quite inadequately met.

3. Mileage Restrictions on advisers, 
inspectors, psychologists, visiting 
teachers etc. These people 
represent both a fire brigade and 
an ambulance service within the 
school system. They are highly 
skilled specialists called in to 
schools to assist in putting out

small educational fires before 
they become big ones and to 
assist in overcoming the educat­
ional difficulties o f children who 
may be handicapped physically, 
mentally, emotionally or socially. 
The mileage restrictions imposed 
virtually negate the worth of 
many o f our most highly trained 
supportive staff. Many children 
in need o f their assistance will 
no longer get it.

4. Audio-Visual Aids. Some services, 
such as access to the National 
Film Library, which were prev­
iously free will now become a 
charge on the school. Member­
ship o f the National Film Library 
previously free, will now cost the 
school $15. Other items such 
as cassettes, film strips, records 
etc. which were previously sub­
sidised so that schools in less 
affluent areas could obtain them 
have now been given cost 
increases o f incredible severity.

It is inevitable that those 
schools in the less affluent areas 
are not going to be able to afford 
the audio-visual aids that they 
have had in the past despite the 
fact that they are probably the 
very schools with the greatest 
needs for this kind of assistance 
to enable effective educational 
programmes to be instituted.

5. In-Service Training. In a rapidly- 
changing world it is necessary 
that teachers have the opportunity 
to keep themselves professionally 
up to date in the interests of the 
children they teach. It would 
appear that for the rest of this 
year in-service training pro­
grammes for teachers could be 
slashed by as much as 60 per 
cent.

6. Ancillary Staff & Teacher Aides. 
It is only in very recent years 
that N.Z.E.I. negotiated to have 
teacher-aides allotted to all 
schools on a paraprofessional 
staffing schedule.

Part o f the deal was that 
District Senior Inspectors would 
also have a 20 per cent discret­
ionary allowance of teacher 
aide hours that they could allot 
to schools and/or classes where 
there were special needs e.g. 
physically handicapped 
children incorporated in a 
normal class situation. This 
agreement has now been 
dishonoured and the discretionary 
allowance has been halved. Again 
it is the children in most need 
who will suffer most.

Whilst the above are not the full 
extent o f the cuts they are the 
most visible in relation to the 
education o f primary school child 
ren.

Teachers invite all people of 
goodwill to assist in impressing 
upon Government that we will not 
idly standby and see the education 
o f our children placed in jeopardy. 
In the words o f the National 
President o f the New Zealand 
Educational Institute: “ You can 
put o ff buying a car; you can put 
o ff buying a suit; you can even put 
o ff going out to dinner at the 
Crazy Horse; but you can’t put 
o ff education!”

A
St;
Bi

In annoi 
Standard 1 
23rd 1975 
Education 
opened on 
developing 
index as a 
ments o f tl 
announcer 
the budget 
his party’s 
This policj 

-“ Increa 
to take int 
since the h 
after incre;

It is clea 
the electio 
the need f< 
pace with : 
living.

In the n 
announcer 
the Studer 
14.7% and 
1976 there 
increase. F 
action had 
Govern me 
become ve 
effects o f i 
bursaries, < 
Governme 
the major 
number of 
first reacti 
Governme 
posal for a 
which ha< 

request of 
ment in th 
agreement 
tion of stu 

Represe 
Zealand U 
Associatio 
Education 
11 June tc 
requests, f 
in the una 
responses 
ranged fro 
on trees’ t 
the wide \ 
year’. He 1 
requests f< 
was vague 
standard t 
Mr. Gande 
students s 
bursaries i 
Governme 
promised 
However, 
Governme 
an increas 
value of b 

Unless 
has claim 
him that i 
prices will 
utilities w 
pre-April 
value of b 
a pious pr 
of the ecc 

The Gc 
NZUSA’s 
increase c 
way. That

19 July 1976/Craccum Supplement/page 2



•es before 
es and to 
; the educat- 
children who 
1 physically, 
lly or socially, 
ions imposed 
worth of 
ighly trained 
m y children 
stance will

Som e services, 
* National 
were prev- 

becom e a 
1. Member- 
Film  Library 

now  cost the 
terns such 
ps, records 
dously sub- 
>ls in less 
obtain them 
i co st 
ile severity, 
it those 
■ fluent areas 
tble to afford 
th at they 
despite the 
obably the 
e greatest 
>f assistance 
ducational 
istituted.
In a rapidly 
necessary 
ie opportunity 
jrofessionally 
erests of the 
It would 

est o f this 
ng pro- 
s could be 
is 60  per

acher Aides, 
ent years 
ited to have 
i  to  all 
Sessional

as that 
;ctors would 
*nt discret- 
teacher 
could allot 

isses where 
>eds e.g.
3ed 
d in a 
n. This 
)een
! discretionary 
lalved. Again 
nost need

ire not the full 
ey are the 
on to the 
y school child-

people of 
impressing 
iat we will not 
the education 

(d in jeopardy. 
National 
r Zealand 
2: “ You can 
you can put 

u can even put 
ter at the 
i  can’t put

Standard Tertiary 
Bursary ?

In announcing details o f  the 
Standard T ertiary  Bursary on May 
23rd 1975 , the then M inister o f  
Education said  “ D iscussions are 
opened on the possib ility  o f  
developing a  s tu d en ts ’ co st o f  living 
index as a guide to  fu ture  ad ju st­
ments o f  the bursary.-*5A fter 
announcement o f  the bursary in 
the budget Mr Gandar telegram ed 
his party’s po licy  on M ay 30th .
This policy statem en t included 

-“ Increase the value o f  bursaries 
to take into acco u n t increased co sts 
since the last ad ju stm en t and there 
after increase them  an n u ally ”

It is clear th erefore  th at before 
the election both  parties recognised  
the need fo r  a bursary  th at kept v > 
pace with increases in the co st o f  
living. t-v

In the nine m onths fo llow ing the 
announcement o f  bursary changes 
the Student Price Index rose  by 
14.7% and in the first quarter o f  
1976 there was a further 6.3%  
increase. How ever, by Ju n e  1 9 7 6  no 
action had been taken  by either 
Government and N .Z .U .S .A . had 
become very concerned with the 
effects o f  in flation  on stu d en ts ’ 
bursaries, especially  after the 
Government decided  to  rem ove 
the major p art o f  subsid ies on  a 
number o f  essential item s. Their 
first reaction was to  press fo r 
Government agreem ent to  the pro­
posal for a S tu d en t Price Tndex 
which had been p rodu ced  a t the 

request o f  the E d u cation  D epart­
ment in the co n tex t o f  previous 
agreement on all sides with in dexa­
tion of stu den t bursaries.

Representatives o f  the New 
Zealand U niversity S tu d en ts ’ 
Association m et the M inister o f  
Education (H on. L.W. G andar) on 
11 June to  ask , am ong oth er 
requests, fo r  an im m ediate  increase 
in the unabated  rate  o f  S .T .B . His 
responses to  N Z U S A ’s requ ests 
ranged from  ‘m oney d o e sn ’t grow  
on trees’ to  ‘there is no chance in 
the wide w orld o f  an increase this 
year’. He to ta lly  re jected  the 
requests for any re lie f this year and 
was vague ab o u t an increase in the 
standard tertiary  bursary  fo r  1977 .
Mr. Gandar is o f  the opin ion  th at 
students should n ot have their 
bursaries increased in value until the 
Government has com pleted  its 
promised review  o f  bursaries.
However, he concedes th at the 
Government m ay have to  consider 
an increase fo r 1 9 7 7 -7 8  “ if  the 
value o f bursaries falls aw ay .”

Unless the M inister o f  E du cation  
has clairvoyant pow ers which tell 
him that in flation  will be d e feated , 
prices will fall and charges fo r  public 
utilities will be returned to  their 
pre-April level then to  say “ if  the 
value of bursaries falls aw ay ”  is ju st  
a pious pretence a t being in control 
of the econom ic fa te  o f  the coun try .

The G overnm ent’s reaction  to  
NZUSA’s requ est fo r a co st o f  living 
increase can be view ed in only one 
way. That is th at stu den ts are being
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asked to  bear the con sequ en ces o f  
in flation  in a m anner which is 
entirely inequitab le . Every person 
in this coun try  who earns a wage or 
salary or who is a  sta te  beneficiary 
has been com pen sated  fo r  the 
astron om ical increases in th e co st 
o f  living. Even stu d en t teachers 
received their co st o f  living aw ards 
after the G overnm ent had seen th at 
teacher and stu d en t organ isations 
w ould n o t to lerate  an effective cu t 
in their allow ances w ithout a 
review o f  entry and bonding con d i­
tions. B lit university stu d en ts are 
now  su fferin g  the ravages o f  
econ om ic m ism anagem ent w ithout 
im m ediate  relief, w ithout any 
p rosp ect o f  re lie f and w ithout any 
assurance th at procedures will be 
w orked ou t, w hereby bursaries can 
be increased as the co st o f  living 
rises.

N Z U SA  did n ot ask  fo r any 
m ajor changes in the bursary  system . 
It certain ly asked fo r  nothing which 
w ould prejudge the ou tcom e o f  the 
review o f  bursaries. The m atters 
raised with the M inister o f  E d u ca­
tion  were raised on beh alf o f  fo rty  
thousand  stu den ts a fte r extensive 
d iscu ssion  by their representatives 
a t the A ssoc ia tio n ’s M ay Council. 
The requ ests which were taken  to 
Mr. G andar were a reason able  and 
bare m inim um  to  ensure stu den ts 
are able to  keep up  with increased 
living costs.

The new G overnm ent h as no 
com m ittm en t to  indexing bursaries. 
D iscussions which N Z U SA  had with 
o ffic ials  o f  T reasury and the D epart­
m ents o f  S ta tistics  and E du cation  
indicate th at the N Z U SA  proposal 
will rem ain  nothing m ore than a 
p roposal and fu ture  bursary  increas­
es will be determ ined in th e old 
erratic w ay, having no re lation  with 
the increased  co st o f  living.

Kindy Pruning

K indergartens have been a ffec ted  
in a num ber o f  w ays by th e govern­
m en t’s edu cation  cuts. Y et inade­
qu ate  early ch ildh ood  ed u cation  and 
care creates the need fo r expensive 
rem edial program m es later, n o t to 
m ention  the co sts  in social and 
hum an term s o f  failure a t sch ool 
caused  by prob lem s which c o u l d  
have been recogn ised  and rem edied  
at the presch ool stage.

Three categories o f  k indergartens 
are severely restricted  in their right 
to  em ploy  relieving teach ers: T hose 
with supernum eraries, th o se  with 
ad d ition al teachers ap p o in ted  to  
m eet special edu cation al needs, and 
th ose  with add ition al s ta f f  in k inder­
gartens with exten d ed  rolls.

As it is, the basic s ta ffin g  en title­
m ent o f  tw o teachers to  fo rty  
children is in adequ ate  to  provide 
quality  presch ool edu cation . T oo  
m uch o f  the teach er’s tim e m ust be 
sp en t in superv isory  duties and doing 
th ings like answ ering th e phone.

K indergartens with supern u m er­
aries were carefu lly  chosen  because 
the children urgently requ ired  in­
dividual atten tion  and special 
program m es. The supernum erary  is 
n o t a l u x u r y  fo r these kindergartens 
- he or she is a n e c e s s i t y .

This is even m ore true fo r k inder­
gartens with add ition al s ta ff  to  
m eet special education al needs.
T hese are kindergartens with a high 
p roportion  o f  children with English 
as a secon d  language; children with 
specific  learning prob lem s or 
behavioural d ifficu ltie s. I f  these 
children are to  begin sch ool on an 
equal fo o tin g  with others they m ust 
have special program m es non;.

In order n o t to  burden their 
colleagues kindergarten  teachers 
are com ing to  w ork when they

should be in bed ill. They are return­
ing to  w ork prem aturely  a fte r  illness 
and they are declin ing to  attend  
valuable in-service train ing courses 
because o f  E du cation  D epartm en t 
con fu sion  as to  w hether th ey  are 
entitled  to  a paid  reliever in th at 
situation .

F irst year teachers are now  
exp ected  to  ac t as relievers when­
ever requ ested . This adds to  the 
in stab ility  o f  the supernum erary  
who has no secu rity  in the current 
ap p o in tm en t and m ust ap p ly  fo r  
every jo b  gazetted  in N .Z . Now  
these teachers are su p p osed  to  pop  
in and o u t o f  any num ber o f  
kindergartens w ithout any o p p o rt­
unity  to  estab lish  productive 
re lationsh ips with the children.

M any form er teachers have lost 
relieving position s. This w as their 
way o f  keeping in touch  with their 
p rofession , as well as providing a 
valued service. Relieving teach ers 
usually  becom e attach ed  to  one or 
tw o k indergartens and are therefore 
stab le  figures fo r the children. As 
usual the governm ent is treating 
m arried w om en as a reserve labour 
force to  be used or d ropped  a t will.

V isits by psych olog ists and others 
have been cu t back ; the Visual 
D evelopm ent Unit o f  the E du cation  
D epartm en t is no longer able  to  
supply  m aterial to  k indergartens.

The slow ing dow n o f  the building 
program m es w ithout any plans to 
experim en t with other possib ilities 
fo r presch ool facilities m eans deny­
ing som e children access to  
preschool ed u cation ; it m eans 
extending rolls in som e areas and 
thereby low ering the quality  o f 
the preschool education  available 
it m eans no jo b s  for m any o f  this 
years kindergarten  teacher graduates.

Workers’Education
The A uck land WEA d ep lores all 

cu ts in edu cation  expen d itu re  but 
a spok esperson  says the A ssoc iation  
is particu larly  concerned with th ose  
a ffectin g  organ isation s providing 
com m u nity  and non-vocational 
classes.

“ A lthough  the m ost recent 
econ om ies m ay appear co m p ara­
tively  m inor they increase the 
stead y  erosion  o f  op p o rtu n ity  for 
p eop le  w anting som e kind o f 
secon d  chance ed u ca tio n ,”  say s the 
sp okesperson .

“ We are concerned n ot on ly fo r 
ourselves but a lso  fo r our colleagues 
in com m unity  sch oo ls in various 
areas o f  A uck land . They barely  had 
a chance to  becom e estab lished  
before they su ffered  from  G overn­
m ent ceilings on  com m u nity  
classes last D ecem ber.”

Many new  com m u nity  classes had 
been planned fo r  1 9 7 6  when WEA 
was in form ed th at there w ould be 
no new classes approved . The 
A ssociation  believes it had a m oral 
ob ligation  to continu e with the

classes already advertised w ithout 
any substan tial increase in fees.

The M inister o f  E d u catio n ’s 
latest announced cuts a ffe c t the 
num ber o f  sessions in a non-voca- 
tional or com m u nity  class th at can 
be paid for by the E du cation  
D epartm ent. These cu ts a ffe c t 
classes th at have already been 
undertaken  by studen ts as well as 
th ose which have n ot begun. WEA 
says it is faced  by the decision  
either to  sto p  classes befo re  the 
class w ould norm ally end or to  pay 
for the ex tra  sessions from  its 
lim ited funds.

“ Either course  o f  action  re­
presents a serious deprivation  o f  
education al o p p o rtu n ity  to  the 
com m u nity  a t large ,”  says a 
sp okesperson .

“ The decision  to  cu t already 
existing  classes was arrived at 
w ithout con su ltation  with any o f 
the peop le  m ost concerned. Unlike 
the PPTA and N Z E I, com m u nity  
ed u cators were neither in form ed 
nor c o n su lte d .”
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D EC LIN E
Educational provision in this country is subject to 

one seemingly ineluctable Law: whatever we do, we 
shall always get it wrong. Not only has provision in 
the last ten years persistently lagged behind projections; 
but in many areas the projections themselves have 
tended to lag behind demand.

In recent years the Education Portfolio has come to 
resemble a cross between a treadmill and a bed of nails. 
The simple facts of an Education Minister’ s life are 
these: the more public attention is focussed on 
education - as it has been since 1968-9 - the more
and greater variety of oDDortunities is demanded. 
Whenever and wherever the Minsiter responds to 
needs and articulated inside and outside Parliament, 
demand increases to exceed supply.

Until 1969, New Zealand Governments followed 
at an increasing distance - the demand for education. 
They responded to demr nd along the traditional and 
accepted tramlines of primary, secondary and 
university-plus-training college. Continuing and 
Technical education were desperately neglected as 
was the pre-school sector. Between 1960 and 1969 
expenditure on education increased as a proportion 
of the gross national product by 0.1%per year; 
from 3.3% to 1.3%.

The Small Hop Forward occurred between 1969 
and 1972 when expenditure soared from 4.4 to 5.4% 
of GNP. That, of course, left us still well behind in 
the OECD league tables. It represented not so much 
a contribution to the future - which is what education 
is really about - as a desperate .attempt to make up 
for past errors and answer the demands which had 
been urgently articulated in the 1969 election 
campaign.

There is no more impressive a peice of evidence 
for the strength of pent up fury than the appoint­
ment of Brian Talboys as Minister of Education. To 
an extent unparalleled in other portfolios, the pattern 
of education provision is made in Parliament by 
Members acting as constituency representatives.
The metemorphosis o f National’s education mani­
festos between 1969 and 1975 as a tribute to the 
Labour Party’s effectiveness as co-ordinator and 
articulator of the pressures within the community.

In extending the provision for pre-school 
education, increasing the flexibility of staffing 
standards in the primary and secondary sectors and 
increasing technical education opportujities, the 
Labour Government was building on the initiatives of 
its predecessor. Its great innovations were the 
introduction of community schools and colleges 
on the one hand, and the Standard Tertiary Bursary 
on the other.

The present Government’s cuts, as well as the 
petty economies being imposed administratively, 
threaten not only its rival’s policy commitments to 
the future, but its own previous initiatives. Inherent 
in the Labour Government’s programme was an 
increase from 5.5 to 6% of GNP - which would still 
leave us behind the United Kingdom. National 
clearly intends to hold at 5.5

The failure to cushion ATI against inflation 
means a declining competency in our labour force 
at a time when its growth rate is declining. The 
failure to maintain and increase specialist ancillary 
teaching for even one year in turn decreases the 
potential for skill and achievement. Any decrease 
in the real value of the standard tertiary Bursary, 
means a fall-off in particular in the number of 
women attending university and technical colleges. 
Women constitute the only source from which the 
declining birth rate since i961 can be made good in 
terms of needed skills in every sector of the economy.

In terms of the immediate future, i.e. the next 
five to ten years, the economies of this year are 
likely to have a quite monstrously disproportionate 
effect.
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VllVBLE
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Mr. Gandar
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M O NEY FOR  
O LD  RO PE

“ Finance is the matter we are troubled with most.
It is extremely difficult managing finance at the 
university at the moment.”

That comment by Otago University Vice-Chancellor 
Dr. R.O.H. Irvine describes the situation faced by all 
the universities.

Unexpected increases in student numbers, rapid 
inflation of non-salary costs and the Government’s 
policy of cutbacks in education spending are the main 
reasons for the universities’ money worries.

Students are already feeling the affects of the finan­
cial squeeze the universities are experiencing.

Because of a lack of money, the universities now 
have,to be careful before increasing their staff establish­
ments. In fact, some posts have already been axed. And 
with the increased student numbers (7% up on last 
year’s internal enroments and 10% in Auckland), this 
means an unwelcome increase in staff/student ratios.
As Auckland University Registrar Mr D.W. Pullar told 
the “ Sunday Times”  in April, “ Increased numbers have 
a very adverse effect on student-teacher ratios at a 
very important tutorial and first-year level. The 
teaching isn’t nearly as effective.”

Larger numbers of students also means problems of 
accommodation for big classes, especially at stage 1 
level. Some university administrators are now talking 
about widening restrictions on entry to first-year 
classes in popular subjects. As the numbers of 
students have increased greater than the average in 
commerce faculties, these students are likely to be the 
hardest hit by the financial restrictions.

The biggest part of the universities’ budgets is spent 
on staff salaries. Unless the universities decide to lay 
off staff in reasonably large numbers, savings have to 
be found in other areas. At Victoria University, it 
has been decided to cut the number of book and 
periodicals bought by the library by nearly 25%.

Other restrictions are the direct result of Education 
Minister L.W. Gandar’s policy of cuts in spending 
throughout the education sector.

The University Grants Committee has announced, 
as part of this policy, that research grants to the 
universities will be pruned from $750,000 a year to 
$750,000 over the next two years. Only $250,000 of 
that reduced sum will be available this year.

All applications for new research grants have been 
shelved. And the UGC will not pay for any post­
doctoral fellowships this year. As Lincoln College 
Principal Professor J. D. Stewarl told the college 
council, these economies mean that some important 
research nroiects will suffer.

One of the reasons why the universities are facing 
money worries lies in the way they are financed. Every 
five years, the UGC, on behalf of the universities, 
negotiates grants from the Government to cover uni­
versity financing for the next five year period. These 
quinquennial grants have to be negotiated on the basis 
of estimates about the growth in student numbers etc. 
But one of the problems is that the big increase this 
year in student numbers was not expected.

Apart from an increased number of students gaining 
UE, the introduction of the standard tertiary bursary 
and a more liberal fees bursary, the increase in student 
numbers has been caused by a shortage of jobs for 
young people and the economic recession. So it is a 
viscious circle.

There is clear evidence from every university that 
students are facing increasing problems because of 
outdated teaching methods and the pressure of internal 
assessment. The universities’ money problems mean 
that these other problems can only get worse.
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Tomorrow’sTeachers
Despite the traditionally con­

servative approach o f teachers 
and teacher trainees, unprecedented 
actions have been taken by them in 
the past few months. That the 
teacher and teacher trainee 
organisastions have been prepared 
to take such steps is a sign that they 
have reached the point o f saying, 
“ STOP !”  - Stop treating education 
as a third-class priority.

Teacher trainees throughout the 
country prepaired for strike action 
only one month ago over the failure 
of the Government to grant cost o f 
living increases to first-year 
trainees. This strike would have 
eventuated had not the Government 
backed down under pressure from 
all student teacher groups and at the 
last minute, granted the pay rise to 
all training college students.

At the same time, throughout the 
country, teachers were, and still 
are, refusing to accept or negotiate 
any new Government cuts in 
Education spending.

Unlike University students and 
Technical Institute students, who 
are still fighting for a cost o f living 
increase in the STB (aptly rendered 
as the Stagnating Tertiary Bursary) 
teacher trainees seemjjo be sitting 
pretty. Why, then, are they protest­
ing ?

The issue is much more far- 
reaching than student allowances

alone. It is abundantly clear to all 
teacher trainees that the working 
conditions and facilities in schools 
are deteriorating. Basic working 
conditions like heating and toilet 
facilities are becoming sub-standard. 
Libraries, audio-visual aids, books, 
stationary, special teaching resources 
- in short all essential ancilliary 
teaching tools are no longer freely 
available in schools.

The government is cutting back 
on land purchase and capital 
expenditure, so that adequate 
numbers of schools will not be built 
to cope with increases in population. 
Class sizes will increase further, 
therefore. This is at present especially 
obvious in the pre-school field where 
new Kindergartens are simply not 
being built. (Educationalists through­
out the world say that this is the 
most important stage in education)

The sum total o f all this is a grim 
future for the teacher trainees o f 
today, resulting as it must in a 
decrease in job satisfaction and 
achievement.

The drop in working conditions 
for teachers will have another 
serious consequence, reflecting the 
quality of teacher trainee recruits. 
While allowances for training re­
main high enough to allow a married 
person, with a home, family and 
financial committments, to attend 
a one-year training course at Teach­

ers College without serious financial 
difficulties teacher training will 
attract mature applicants.

These recruits have a qualification 
- a degree or a trade certificate, and,

education throughout New Zealand,
It becomes very plain that the 

effects of these education cuts 
will be not only to downgrade the 
working conditions and job- 
satisfaction o f the teaching profess­
ion, but also to prejudice education 
standards for children and therefore 
for New Zealand as a whole.

There is a film currently circulat­
ing among Secondary schools called

more importantly, experience out­
side the narrow confines o f the 
school system which broadens their 
approach, and does the system a 
great deal o f good. The college, 
therefore, at present need not rely 
solely on seventeen-year-olds 
straight from school, or University 
graduates. If the Government 
degrades the working conditions of 
teachers, the mature person will no 
longer be attracted to leave their 
current career for the teaching 
profession. This surely will result 
in a decline in the standard o f

the New Zealanders. It is roughly 
twenty years old and was made by 
the National Film Unit. Predomin­
antly propaganda for New Zealand, 
it makes claims such as “ University 
education is free and freely 
available to all as o f right” , and 
“ all children attend schools - these 
are free” .

Don’t times change.
Rumour has it that some teachers 

are billing this film as a comedy - 
we beg to differ, tragedy is a more 
apt description.

Technical Institutes
In terms o f technical institutes 1 

the education cutbacks have meant 
cuts in capital works spending and 
teacher in-service training. These 
cuts may not seem as dramatic in 
their effect as the day-relief cuts in 
schools, but they do still have an 
adverse effect on the teaching 
system in technical institutes.

Tutors in technical institutes, 
after all, are professionals in terms 
of their particular discipline, and 
not because they are tutors which 

| means that the tutor training is 
basic to their needs.

Technical institutes are relatively 
new in the field o f education. 
Successive Governments have gone 
to great lengths to show the 
increases they have given to techni­
cal institute financing but these 
have hardly kept up with inflation, 
nor with the dramatic increase in 
their popularity as an alternative 
choice o f education.

An A.T.I. official has said that in 
some respects students were better 
off 30 years ago being taught at 
technical college nightschools than 
they are today under the present 
technical institute system.

Technical institutes continue to 
be funded and staffed on the basic 
o f the number o f student hours 
completed in the previous year. 
Limitations are put on the minimum 
size that classes can continue to 
operate and at the same time, 
limitations are put on the number 
of students who can take a certain 
subject or course.

With little increase in the general 
expenditure account at the A.T.I 
expected this year, there is talk of

tutors teaching by demonstration 
and even the closure of the catering 
school through lack of class 
materials; large and expensive 
machinery lies idle while there is 
no finance to purchase spare parts; 
tutors have been asked in the 
engineering and printing depart-, 
ments to bring in their own rags; 
and ancient machinery is kept go­
ing only through the careful 
attention o f technicians.

In a desperate attempt to find 
alternative finance rather than 
continue the losing battle with 
Government, some people have 
suggested charging students more, 
making the term ‘ free-education’ 
more of a fallacy than at present.

Technical institutes have no 
autonomy of their own and are 
constantly under the thumb of the
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Department o f Education for 
financing and how they must spend 
it, for approval to run new courses 
and for staffing allocations, to give 
but a few examples. The total 
expenditure for the A.T.I. last 
year was over $5 million and yet 
the Institute only had direct control 
for less than 6% o f this amount.

Technical Institutes have been 
treated by successive governments 
as Education’s poor relation.
Nowhere is this more apparent 
than in the provision o f library 
facilities. ATI’s library is totally 
inadequate, using a converted hall 
with seating for only 100 students. 
The ATI roll is 18,000 this year.

The library has 25,000 books and 
magazines and a staff o f 5 full- 
timers and 3 part timers. Auckland 
University by comparison has 
700,000 volumes and a full-time 
staff o f 100. A working party 
investigating funding o f institute 
libraries says library grants to 
Waikato University (with a roll of 
4000) are at least double those for 
all the libraries at the countries 
technical Institutes. Nursing and 
physiotherapy students have been 
forced to sell apples to buy books 
for the library.

Technical institutes will never 
develop to their fullest potential if 
Government does not recognise their 
needs in terms o f staffing, financing 
and being able to determine their 
own future.

B? T

$
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?
“ It was rather a blow to find the library wasn’t ready, but our 
‘group work’ and ‘ community inyolvement’ programmes look most 
impressive.”
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Secondary teachers face another 
crisis. The recently announced cuts 
in Government Education spending 
directly affect teachers’ conditions 
of service and the quality o f 
education they are able to give. The 
staffing structure of schools, which 
gives most teachers some school 
time without a class, was established 
only after long and difficult negotia­
tions by PPTA with the Department 
of Education. The day-relief scheme, 
through with wich an absent teacher 
could be replaced by a reliever, 
guaranteed the sanctity o f the non- 
contact time, and allowed teachers 
to carry out the countless tasks 
which are necessary for an effective 
teaching performance.

But teachers are not alone in 
their protest at the curtailment of 
the day-relief scheme. Editorials in 
many o f the major daily newspapers 
have emphasised the justice o f the 
teachers’ case, and demonstrate the 
amount of public support that exists. 
There is general understanding o f the 
value of the day-relief scheme, o f 
the importance of keeping ex 
the importance of keeping ex-teachers 
extra burdens that teachers will have 
to bear without it.

Why, then was such a decision 
made ? The lamentable fact is that 
we have, yet again, a Minister o f 
Education who has no understanding 
of the conditions and teaching 
circumstances which obtain in 
today’s secondary schools. But his 
advisers, senior Departmental 
officers, are responsible for 
recommending the changes. Their 
advice is apparently based on the 
notion that teachers have “ free 
periods”  which are not profitably 
used in teaching and allied duties.

Who, then, christened the time 
involved “ free period”  ? The 
innocent and casual use of this 
term has become a weapon to erode 
secondary school conditions, and 
service teachers give. If PPTA 
members stand together solidly 
enough to resist the loss o f their 
so-called “ free periods \ perhaps 
another name should be coined, 
and used, for those non-scheduled 
spaces on the school timetable.

In exploratory meetings with the 
teachers’ organisations Mr. Gandar 
had earlier stated his belief that a 
reduction in day relief was a contri­
bution by education to Government 
savings which could be made with­
out affecting children. He did not 
accept the teachers’ views that 
these cuts would be seen as a serious 
erosion of conditions, a danger to 
teachers’ health and a threat to 
recruitment and retention.

Teacher reaction to proposals 
by the Government to cut day 
relief was vigorous and immediate.

The Minister announced that 
schools o f 351 to 500 would carry 
the first teacher absent; schools 
501 - 7 50 the first two teachers 
absent; schools 751 - 1200 the first 
three teachers, and schools 1200 
the first four teachers absent.

The Association believes the 
Minister has been poorly advised by 
officers imperfectly acquainted with 
current school administration and 
pupil guidance, or even with the 
need to use non-contact time for 
the fulfilling of the legal require­
ment of guidance and advice to 
beginning teachers.

The Executive received an over­
whelming call from members to 
take strong action. It accordingly 
instructed all branches to take at 
least one o f the following courses -
1. To refuse to take classes of 

teachers who would ordinarily 
have been covered by day relief.

2. If directed by employing boards 
to supervise the classes o f such 
teachers to do so provided the 
Board agreed to send pupils home 
early one day per week to permit 
the carrying out o f non-class 
-contact duties.

3. To roster pupils home to permit 
teachers to perform essential non- 
contact tasks of administration 
and curriculum planning.

The Government has yet to 
announce any increase in the 
General Purposes Grant o f Second­
ary Schools.

- The Executive at its May meeting 
reacted angrily to official suggestions 
that would remove from calculation 
of any increase the $3 per pupil 
which a school is apparently 
expected to expend on heat, light 
and water. -

- With the general increases in 
power tariffs added, schools will 
have to face an increase of 200 - 
300% in power charges. -

- The charges for film strips, 
cassette tapes, overhead projector 
transparencies and other materials 
sold to schools and other education­
al institutions are to be increased 
“ to bring them more in line with 
the actual cost o f production” . -

- Government tampering with 
Evening Classes as a means of 
obtaining some form o f saving is 
not new to teachers. This year they 
have, in effect, reduced non- 
vocational classes by 20% in order 
to save that amount in salaries. The 
exceptions to this decree as listed 
by the Government are :

- all courses ending in the first term.
- courses in hospitals and other 

institutions such as prisons.
- courses in English as a second 

language for migrants, reading 
assistance for adults and courses 
o f a similar social purpose or in 
subjects of special need. -

Last December state aid to 
abated private schools, i.e those 
enjoying conditions well above 
state standards and norms, was 
increased by 100%. Before 
December state aid to that type of

school stood at 25% of pupil cost, 
now they are receiving 50% of pupil 
cost. At the same time aid to non- 
abated schools was raised by 33 
l/3rd  i.e. from 37% to 50%. The 
obvious question which must be 
posed is who is being asked to 
finance these generous and in fact 
dramatic increases to help the 
private schools ? The answer is 
simple enough, the state sector, 
which looks after 89% of the 
children, is being asked to save 
some $ 8 -1 0  million, while private 
schools were given an estimated 
$3.8 million extra. The Minister 
and the Education Department both 
have a definite moral obligation to 
tell the public the actual amount - 
which is probably well in excess of 
$3.8 million - but so far Mr Gandar 
has refused to do so. The time has 
clearly come when public demand 
must force the Minister to disclose 
the sum involved and not lay him­
self open to charges o f sweeping

‘The Government's cuts make 
sorry reading after the

bravura of their promises’
uncomfortable issues under the 
carpet. The deplorable fact remains 
that state schools are being asked 
to make sacrifices to help those 
already well capable of helping 
themselves.

The Government now appears to 
be setting itself on a path for a 
direct assault on teachers’ 
conditions of service. The unexplain­
ed and illogical denial o f the 
January cost o f living order to first 
year teachers in training erodes the 
conditions of a group long regarded 
as at sustenance level. The decision 
on day-relief teachers adds another 
burden to the full-time teacher, 
and reduces his conditions and the 
standard of education at one blow. 
Both decisions can be expected to 
have a detrimental effect on 
recruitment.

The decision represents a reduct­
ion in the extent to which schools 
will be able to serve their commun­
ities, and is a virtual negation of the 
concept o f continuing education 
advanced in the recent public 
debates on education.

The main problems faced by the 
PPTA then are the loss o f non- 
contact teaching time (“ free 
periods” ); financing for schools,

because although prices have risen 
between 22% and 70%, grants have 
not increased at the same rate or 
anything like it; visiting teachers 
(quasi-psychologists) cannot operau 
becasue they are financially restrict­
ed to 4 miles per day, and, . 
unfortunately it is the problem 
student and the slow learner who 
suffer most under the adverse 
conditions created by education 
cuts.

The Government’s cuts in educa­
tional spending make sorry reading 
after the bravura of their election 
campaign and promises. Although 
teachers do not expect either them­
selves or the profession they follow 
to be exempt from economies in 
the present crisis, they do not 
believe that they should be called 
upon to make greater sacrifices 
than other sections of the commun­
ity, or that standards should be 
carelessly abandoned.

The Budget is yet to be presented 
and it is certainly within the realm 
of possibility that further sacrifices 
will be asked for and additional 
economy measures imposed.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

!• Take part in the Education Action Day on July 23rd. Go to the 
rallies and the marches that will be taking place on that day. 
Listen to the debates and the speakers, discuss what’s said with 
your family/ friends/class/teachers.

2. Write letters to your local newspaper.....Education is one topic
that Editors love to print.

3. Stir your M.P. into action by writing him letters. As your MP he 
has to write back even if itfe only a letter o f  acknowledgement.

4. Get as many people as possible to write to the Hon. Mr. Gandi^r 
about Education cut-backs .... the more pressure put on him this 
way the more he is forced to act or at least bring the matter up in 
Parliament. Remind him that every letter represents a vote lost 
unless acted upon. That should shock him.

5. Raise the matter at your local Education Group .... i.e. PTA. Get 
them to send a telegram to Parliament condemning the cut-backs.
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the situation about apartheid. I think it would 
be quite fair to say that he wouldn’t be in 
agreement with it. But at the moment the 
legislation says yes and no, and you’ve got to 
obey it.

-
Do you see the role of President as primarily 
chairing meetings, or sitting on committees, or 
making policy ..... ?

At present we’ve got a large amount o f 
administrative work to do, chairing meetings,

! and things like that. I don’t see drastic changes 
next year, but I see changes for the future 
whereby the President will not have to chair 
meetings such as Theatre Management 
Committee, Catering Sub-committee. And I 
think that it’s important that somebody who’s 
got a little bit o f knowledge in administration 
can do this in probably what will be the final 
year that those committees meet.

Specifically, what do you think is the function 
of the Students' Association?

It acts as a mouthpiece for the student 
community to a certain extent on political issues 
to the outside world, but the Executive also 
has a role in informing the students what those 
issues are, what they think, and trying to get 
some sort o f feedback from the students and 
trying to make statements which are in fact 
what the students want. If you ’ve got too much 
administration, well we just can’t do what we’re 
! here to do, which is to help students and make 
; them more aware of what’s happening, not 
only in government issues but in local body 
issues.

Next year is going to be an important year as 
tar as local bodies go, because we’ve got local 
body elections. Now that students over 18 have 
got the vote for local bodies they should really 
be informed next year o f what people are 
standing for and why they should be voting. I 
don’t think student candidates for the City 
Council would get anywhere, but if some 
students stood next year and made certain 
issues aware to the public then those sort o f 
issues might be taken up by the Citizens and 
Ratepayers or independent candidates who do 
get elected. It’s important for students to be 
involved in the planning of the city. Auckland’s 
now got to the stage where it’s getting far too 
j in area - not so much in population. The 

students should be involved as the people 
who’re going to have to live here in future, and 
whose children are going to have to live here.

Host of the presidential candidates come across 
pragmatically, administratively, rather than 
having particularly much in the way of purpose.

I must agree with you. It holds for myself. 
Although you can change to a certain extent by 
trying to get away from administration.

HARRISON
Henry Harrison is a second year BSc student,
20 years of age. He was the International 
Affairs Officer for the last half o f last year, 
and is at present Publications Officer.
Why are you standing for President?
I enjoy the politics around this place, and I 
think I’d enjoy being President. To say it gives 
me a sense o f fulfilment is a lousy choice o f 
words, but that’s about what it feels like.

What do you think is the function o f the 
Students' Association ?

I see the main role o f the Assocation as a 
group to act on behalf of, and in the interests 
o f students both within the University and 
nationally, and, as much as possible, internat­
ionally as well. I don’t think that its activities 
should be confined to any one particular area 
of students’ interests. Education is probably 
its priority but it should also cover welfare and 
political interests. I’d like to see SRC doing 
something more towards producing policy o f its 
own rather than just actioning the existing 
Association policy.

I think we could get by on a secretary which 
would be a fairly clerical type person, with 
shorthand-typing, filing skills and office manage­
ment skills. Theatre Manager: she should be a 
full-time employee o f the University under the 
Union Management Committee. The Theatre, 
whether we like it or not, is a University theatre 
not a student one.

One thing I would like to see is our President 
being a representative on Senate, because as 
it is now, it means that the Senate reps really 
have the real authority with the Association’s 
policy. I see Council reps as a token represent­
ation on this body. I’d like to see greater 
student representation in the education areas, 
but not so much in the administration areas. 
We’ve got a fairly good faculty and represent­
ation set-up, but not as good as it could be 
at Senate and Council, which is where all the 
decisions filter through to. It would be good 
to get a representative on Deans’ Committee, 
but I’ve no idea how to go about that.

The University should perhaps cater for 
people who are interested in just advancing 
their education rather than getting a degree for 
a job. In some faculties, all the students are 
there for is to get a job. Which is one 
reason why they are not interested in anything

else that goes on around here. A lot o f people 
come here straight from the sixth or seventh 
form and they just continue in the same 
school-type attitude to life - you are here to 
get a degree and then a good job. It’s an 
attitude that I just don’t agree with.

In the Exec assessment in CRACCUM 
recently, it was commented that you do not 
perform well in chairing Craccum Admini­
stration Board and Publications meetings, 
and that you have not pushed issues very 
hard. Do you think that this would be 
repeated if you were elected President?

CAB is not, as I see it, a very important 
body because other than paying bills it does 
little else. I have been called a generalist 
and sure I am interested in pushing in a 
number of directions and expanding my 
own ideas. I think I have fulfilled my duties 
as Publications Officer, but I wouldn’t say 
that 1 have pushed an awful lot. I am 
hoping to produce a publications handbook 
for the clubs and societies in time for next 
year when things slow down a bit. All in 
all, I don’t think that Publications is a very 
important portfolio in terms of the workload 
on the officer, unless he generates his own 
work.

Did you take the office to get on Executive?
Well yes, although I did think the public­

ations portfolio would be rather more 
political than it is. But that is what you find 
out when you get the job. I had an interest 
in publications - 1 still have. An Exec 
position is a fair bit wider than what it says 
in the portfolio. Let’s say it was my second 
preference after international affairs and 
that has been reflected in my work.

What are your views on other issues such as 
South Africa, nuclear power and bursaries?

I’m fully in support o f all the Hart actions 
on the tour. I’ve been out on several o f the 
demonstrations helping out, although I’m 
not particularly actively involved. I think 
that if we are boycotted from the Olympics 
it will be the best thing that could happen to 
the Govt, on that issue.

I’m opposed to nuclear ships o f any kind 
coming to New Zealand. Nuclear reactors 
in ships are by far the most dangerous 
reactors in use because they cause accidents 
far easier than nuclear reactors on land do.
I don’t think there’s any need at all to 
introduce nuclear power into New Zealand 
at this stage and I really don’t see any need 
in the future. I’m opposed to any sort o f 
nuclear power in New Zealand, though I’m 
not opposed to nuclear research at all 
because it’s something we need.
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Administrative
Vice~Pres.
David Merritt

Yes if you thought that Student Politics were 
boring then Student Politicians’ Policy State­
ments are twice as nauseating. I’m standing for 
Administrative Vice President mainly so I can 
have a free hand to act around here. The AVP 
shouldn’t get bogged down doing the President’s 
shit-work. With the diminishing amount of 
actual administration going on, the AVP’s role 
has become poorly defined. All I have to do is 
get SRC going as soon as possible, make tea at 
Exec Meetings and help the President to some 
extent in his work. But next year like this year 
I’ll probably end up getting involved in 
Orientation, Capping, Demos and suchlike. As 
for general aims, I see Education as being our 
top priority since it directly effects all 
University students, whether through assess­
ment, Bursary or grants. With Gandar saying 
that no likely changes will be made to STB 
until 1978, the fight is not finished. But I won’t 
take some of the less-heady things too seriously. 
Anyway I’ll try my best.

Me ? Oh. Ahh. I’m an Arts student. Served ? 
on Exec 1976 as PLO, SRC 1976, Staff/Student 
Committee for History. Member of TKS. 
Hummmm.

Dennis Purdy

The function of the administrative vice- 
president is first to act as the liaison 
between all the portfolios and associated 
committees. The AVP must back up the 
President and do his dogsbody work. He is 
also responsible for the bringing into action 
of SRC at the beginning o f the academic 
year. Next year, with the possible aid of 
proposed constitutional amendments, as AVP 
I would do the utmost to get SRC functioning 
within the least possible time. This year 
SRC lagged badly in getting started.

Also as AVP I would take particular interest 
in the proposed changes in Association struct­
ure. and in the catering structure under the 
SUMC in order to work towards a rational­
ization of the administration. By this I hope 
to see student monies more efficiently 
utilised and thus more services for the money 
students invest in this organisation.

In terms of general political stance I would 
like to see continued AUSA action on the 
apartheid issue, with organizations such as 
HART and CARE, and to oppose the nuclear 
threat in New Zealand.

Also, continued action will be required on 
e iucation issues, specifically assessment and 
education spending, in particular a cost-of- 
living bursary as the struggle will be far from 
finished at the close o f the upcoming Education 
Action protest on at the end o f this year.

V\Mfare Vice-Pies.

Jos Gibson: standing for Welfare V-P

BOTH
Janet Roth is a 21-year-old BA student, in her 
fourth year at University. She is a member of 
SRC, and has been in previous years.
Would you say, then that Studast; should func­
tion less as an administration and more as a 
policy-making body?

Yes. I think what has come out very clearly 
in the education cut-back thing is that educa­
tion is a right not a privilege. There are some 
basic things, like facilities around the Students’ 
Association, that should be provided for by the 
Government, and the University, not Studass.
We have to pay for the Custodian, for example, 
when we could be using the money for, say, an 
Activities Officer, an idea that is going around at 
at the moment.

And what about the Association in relation to 
the rest of the students?

There should be a lot more liaison between 
the student committees and the rest o f the stu­
dents as a whole. I think that the tendency has 
been for the students to not know what’s going 
on in the Students’ Association - what’s been 

happening. Something as basic as having the 
Presidential column in CRACCUM is fairly 
innovatory. I would involve myself in arrang­
ing regular forums or meetings about things 
which are happening around the campus.

Most of the candidates have had experience on 
the Exec - do you think that this gives them an 
advantage over you?

What is their experience? The Studass is 
turning more into a policy-implementing body - 
to all intents and purposes it seems to be more 

- o f a union, not an administration body. Have 
they necessarily had the experience? A lot of 
the other candidates running against me can run 
on the basis o f T was on the Executive last year, 
therefore vote for me for President this year’ .
We don’t know what they were even doing on* 
Exec. We don’t know how capable they were.

. And the majority o f students aren’t in a position 
tion to know.

I’ve had a lot o f experience chairing meetings 
and know how a meeting functions. I think the 
role o f the president can be largely a public one, 
liaising with the press and other groups, and 
sometimes as a public figure for the Associa­
tion. And in this I think I have had more 
experience than the other candidates in that I 
have been involved in public campaigns.

How do you see the Association's relationship 
with other groups and personnel around the 
place?

If the University would take on more of the 
administrative functions, then a lot of the staff 
would come under the University, rather than 
the Students’ Association. But obviously we 
could also have personnel to cater for the poli­
tical, sporting and cultural nature of the Uni­
versity - the Theatre Manager and so on will all 
obviously be paid staff. I think that Studass 
should take a look at the officers it has. Some 
of them are rather unnecessary. If there were a 
full time Social Organiser, then that would cut 
out having a Capping Controller and so on.
And if a lot o f the administration were taken 
off the hands o f Studass, then that would mean 
less need for other offices. Yet Studass should 
reflect the reality of what it is doing, and not 
just the traditional roles.

You are running on a Feminism/Socialist ticket?
I have been involved with the women’s rights 

movement and in campaigns to implement the 
Association’s policy, and members o f the Assoc­
iation haven’t been in there as well. With the

abortion issue specifically, with Gill threatening 
to bring in his legislation within the next two 
weeks - according to rumour. I don’t see the 
Association putting any o f its energies into this.
I think this shows the male domination on 
Exec. That’s one issue. There’s things within 
the University. The creche has always been an 
issue which has never been resolved, and it’s 
been shown to be grossly inadequate. There’s 
the idea, too o f special bursaries for women - 
giving them a bit more as they don’t earn as 
much over the holidays. Preferential treatment 
if you like. I think it would be great if there 
were a Women’s Rights Officer - perhaps, say a 
(National Affairs Officer.

What do you think is the purpose of a University 
education? What is its role as an institution?

I don’t see that education should be serving 
the needs of the business community, that 
people should be training for a profession, if 
you like. I see education in a much broader 
role - 1 know it’s a terrible cliche, but education 
for life should have more emphasis. It should 
be relevant to what people want to study. But 
we have to face it that in a lot o f ways a degree 
is a meal ticket. And in present society that is 
its function.

I think everyone wants a say in the way they 
are educated, and how they are going to 
educate themselves. It’s just that a lot o f people 
just don’t see how they can get any changes in 
society. That is why I am a Young Socialist 
and running as a member o f the Young Social­
ists.

Would the fact that you are a member of the 
Young Socialists influence your actions etc. as 
President?

I am not running on the basis of personalities. 
The other candidates are saying vote for me, 
look how wonderful I am. I am saying vote for 
me because of my policies. There was that bit 
in CRACCUM about Mike Treen being the 
resident ideologue, that he was bringing an 
ideology to the Exec, that no one else seems to 
have. What Mike is saying is as a member o f the 
Young Socialists. And they would be the same 
policies that I would be putting forward.

Do you think that your commitment to this 
group would alienate you from some students - 
there is a tendency to say ‘ Young Socialists, 
not them again' and there is opposition on cam­
pus to socialist ideas.

I agree. But more and more people are com­
ing to agree with the Young Socialists’ policies.
I think they are looking for alternatives. I think 
that if you take my policies, you would find 
that a lot o f people would agree with them, 
even if they don’t consider themselves socialists. 
It comes down, basically, to what you think the 
Studass should be, what you want it to be.
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CRACCUM readers have very mixed views 

of their student newspaper according to a 
recent survey o f students around the Quad.

Arts students constituted 54% o f the 
survey, 16% were Science students, 8% Law,
8% Commerce, 4% Fine Arts, 2% Engineering, 
6% Staff and 2% ATI.

Not surprisingly weekly readers constituted 
70% of those approached, 14% said they read 
the magazine occasionally while 2% confessed 
they never read CRACCUM.

A series o f categories were offered so that 
those questioned could indicate preferences. 
Social questions attracted the largest following 
of 72%, while 64% read articles dealing with 
New Zealand Politics and a similar percentage 
followed the Overseas News and Features. 
University News was read by 60% o f those 
surveyed while 58% followed the Arts/Music/ 
Media section. Lowest readership rating o f the 
six categories proffered went to Local Affairs 
features at 54% readership.

Content
Readers were asked whether they thought 

there was too much or too little emphasis on 
any of the six categories o f content. 16% 
thought there was too great an emphasis on 
CRACCUM’s political content, while only 6% 
asked for more political coverage. 14% 
demanded more Arts coverage and 12% want­
ed more social issues explored. Comments 
ranged from “ not enough humour” and 
“doesn’t reflect the student viewpoint on 
these issues”  to “ a good balance” and others 
indicating a general satisfaction with the 
handling o f these issues.

Few students went overboard in total praise

or total condemnation o f their paper. 10% 
said the standard of CRACCUM’s content was 
“ very good” , 4% said it was “ poor” . 40% 
agreed to award a “ fair”  rating to the standard 
while 46% categorised CRACCUM as “ good” .

Appearance
The new doubled-folded format attracted 

both criticism and qualified praise. “ Pretty 
good for a Varsity newspaper,”  said one 
student, while another said it was OK but just 
a little school-newspaperish. Most readers 
thought the appearance was “ good” or 
“ Middling”  or “ pleasant” . 18% o f readers 
thought the layout was very good, 22% 
declined to comment, 12% thought it was bad 
in some way, while 48% were content to say 
it was “ OK” .

Ideology
Students were asked what they thought the 

purpose of a student newspaper was, and 
whether they thought CRACCUM was 
fulfilling this function. Many students offered 
preferences for direction without comment. 
12% sought to enlarge the scope of the paper 
in various radical ways - radical not in the 
political sense but to alter the balance, for 
example, in favour of putting in far more 
world news instead o f entertainment features.

University news dissemination was chosen 
by 26% of readers surveyed as being the 
primary purpose of a paper like CRACCUM. 
20% said the purpose was to inform students 
without clearly specifying what they s ought 
to be informed of. Another 8% cited 
“ communication”  and appeared to use the 
term in a philosophical sense.

Levity was favoured by nearly 10% of 
readers, and 12% thought CRACCUM should 
function as a cleaf alternative to the dailies. 10%i 
weren’t sure what the purpose of the paper 
should be.

Brickbats
A majority o f students knew what they had 

liked, or hated, about specific articles and 
writers in CRACCUM. 54% chose at least one 
(and often more) they had a particular gripe 
against, or good word to say about. Of this 
figure, 12% had bad comments to make about 
articles while 38% praised writers they had 
recalled. 4% weren’t as positive, but still 
remembered pieces, which overall ranged from 
an article on Twizel to the Polynesian Panthers. 
One reader vigorously criticised the Rocky 
Tycoon article. “ It was bad,”  she said. “ Bad, 
but I wouldn’t like to have seen it left out 
‘cause it was fun!”  However a massive 46% said 
they really couldn’t recall anything that was 
either good or bad - nothing at all.

When asked for additional comments or 
suggestions, one student said there was too 
much on the stirrers, and two exclaimed 
“ it’s free.”  A senior staff member said he was 
surprised that the paper was so serious this 
year. 45% wouldn’t add anything to earlier 
comments they had made while one person 
observed that the University had a “ cold 
environment” and CRACCUM only reflected 
this. Said one: “ It’s a lousy questionaire,”

Fraser Folster
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Michael K. Joseph 
A Soldier’s Tale.
Auckland and London. Collins 1976 
152 pages. $7.50

Not another bloody war story ! 
Didn’t this scribbler Joseph with an 
earlier novel and his poetry get the 
whole wretched business out o f his 
system years ago ?

Fortunately there is a very wide 
gap between thie TV entertainers 
and Professor M.K. Joseph’s serious 
study which is set in Normandy in 
1944 at a time when Allied troops 
had cleared the region o f the 
obstinate Wehrmacht.

At a farm house an English soldier, 
Corporal Saul Scourby meets an attractive 
French redhead Isabelle Pradier, a former 
shop girl and prostitute. She is a marked 
woman for having slept with German 
officers and additionally - under extreme 
provocation - betrayed resistance fighters 
to the enemy.

In his long short story or short novel 
Michael Joseph has taken a single wartime 
incident and as through a microscope 
follows the protagonists with devotion 
and empathy^ producing a moving tale 
that adds considerably to his already 
notable .stature as a writer of fiction. The

Ballet Victoria
Valery & Galina Panov 
Petrouchka, Concerto Grosso,

| Star’s End, et al.
St James Theatre.

Valery & Galina Panov - the dissident 
Jewish couple recently expelled from 
Russia and the Kirov Ballet - were billed 
as the world’s most sought after dancers. 
Maybe they are, but the Ballcl V ictoria  
can stand without them. It s artistic 
direction has been brave enough to present 
New Zealand with modern dance along­
side classical ballet, and give many a first 
opportunity to view really top modern 
choreography performed with technical 
skill.

The opening work was P etrou ch ka , 
obviously the drawcard because it is 
Valery Panov’s major role in and out of 
Russia. Although the soloists danced 
with conviction, the production as a 
whole was flat, not carrying the magic 
one supposes the original Nijinsky/Diag- 
hilev production held in 1911.

C o n cer to  G rosso  followed after a 
lengthy interval and was well received 
considering it was a modern work per­
formed before belletomanes. Choreo­
graphed by Charles Czarny for 
Nederlands Dans Theatre in 1971 to 
Handel’s music, the movements are 
taken from a variety of sports and 
abstracted into dance movements. This 
was not an original idea but is 
exceptionally funny in parts and the 
company handles the work with 
precision. However, the artistic unity 
of Handel’s music with Czarny’s 
choreography is doubtful, and one 
could have wished for a wiser choice 
of musical accompaniment. T he  
H ooligan A nd  The L ayd  was a pas de 
deux danced by the Panovs, especially 
inventive in the development of the 
character of the hooligan.

The highlight of the evening for 
me was Star's End, a 1975 commissioned 
work by Jonathan Taylor to electronic 
music by Bedford. It is a most forceful 
and dramatic work, which seemed to 
fall dead on an audience which obviously 
had no tools to comprehend it. NZ ballet 
audiences have had so little exposure to 
modern dance that they cannot cope when 
the froth and bubble of classical ballet 
is displaced in favour of more serious 
subjects. The company handled some 
exceptionally difficult technique with a 
quiet skill that did not detract from the

work breathes the soul and landscape of 
a defeated and utterly dejected France.

The story is introduced by a narrator - 
a bombardier known to Scourby - who 
unfolds the events of a weekend, 
passionate, homely and tragic. During his 
brief sojourn Scourby offers Belle his 
protection from shadowy resistance 
figures lurking in the background and the 
persistent advances of an American soldier. 
The narrator is not a clinically detached 
observer but a fellow soldier deeply 
immersed in this harrowing tale as it 
moves inexorably towards its horrifying 
end.

Belle is a sensitive character, a young 
woman not unacquainted with art and 
poetry who is loving, tender and 
attentive to her man’s needs and if she 
fears the hatred of her countrymen and 
an uncertain future, ‘let him who is 
without sin cast the first stone’ is a con­
vincing defence.

Saul, protective, matter-of-fact and 
practical, gratefully accepts what perks 
the war and Belle have to offer; he is 
sexually aggressive, blunt but not devoid 
of humour.

“ What is it like to kill a man?” she asks.
“ Like fucking a woman,” he says “ after 

the first one they’re all the same.”
Belle is not unaware of her probable 

fate. The Nazi torture chamber was a 
sickening indication of the pressures

chbreography. Star's End  only became 
indulgent with an extended section of 
leaps and catches performed by one 
female and four males and perhaps the 
whole work was too long for those not 
familiar with abstract dance requiring 
hard brain work of the audience. It 
certainly was a piece by dancers for 
dancers.

The production closed with a second 
pas de deux from the Panovs, H arlequin ­
ade. One cannot doubt the Panov’s 
spectacular technique, but it is what 
every talented Russian pupil is taught to 
achieve. This pas de deux was 
predictable down to the last step. 
Choreographed to a set formula, it was 
nothing but technique, calculated to win 
gasps and applause, which came in 
abundance. There is more to the art of 
dance than technique.

One day the NZ ballet public may be 
ready for good dance that requires 
brain power. Then Ballet Victoria will 
be able to return with more modern 
dance and without the spectacular guest 
stars: you don’t need them with good 
choreography.

Susan Jordan Bell

(li M e rcu ry
1 THEATRE
FINAL TEN PERFORMANCES 

Tuesdays to Saturdays

Stephen Sandheim's 
w itty  - watzing - wicked 

award winning musical play

"An Adult Musical" about 
Love and Lovers and Liaisons

Student Discount
BOOK NOW AT THEATR E 

$4.50 $3.50 $2.00

FRANCE nr
PHOIME 378*224 A n y t im e
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exerted on those who were hesitant to 
support the conquerors. She came from 
Rouen and it was surely not just chance 
that the same city witnessed the final 
agony of Joan of Arc. In characters and 
events the author is not working on a 
large canvas but his penetrating mind, 
humanity and compassion explore with 
skill the liaison of the lovers and 
demonstrate Joseph’s gifts for imaginative 
writing.

Rereading A  S old ier's Tale I thought 
o f other war novels with which the 
present work could be compared; 
Maupassant’s B ou le  de S u if (France- 
Prussian War) he too knew Rouen and 
Normandy; A F arew ell to  A rm s  by Ernest 
Hemingway (Italy, World War 1) - both 
portray a woman engulfed in the 
brutalities of war.

The idyllic week-end is abruptly 
shattered with melodramatic effect. What 
a contrast to a life of bliss Scourby had 
conjured up for Belle. It is an agonising 
and revolting denouement, so unexpected 
that one wonders if the author has 
successfully resolved the problems his 
narrative has raised. It appears slightly 
incongruous, though highly effective 
dramatically, even if more readily accept­
ed in the cinema than in prose fiction of 
a high order. It seems film rights of the 
novel have been acquired but the very 
qualities that make it a distinguished

E.F. Schumacher 
Small is Beautiful 
Zonderran

John Taylor 
Enough is Enough 
SCM

From a pragmatic point of view, it 
makes sense to look after our own world 
because it will benefit us to do so-we 
have to lie on the bed we make. But what 
Dr. E.F. Schumacher suggests in Small is 
B ea u tifu l is that the West tends to regard 
natural resources as income rather than 
capital, i.e. limitless. This is so patently 
false as not to require further elaboration, 
and I think we can credit the industrial/ 
technological barons with realising this 
deep down. But Schumacher makes the 
point that the present economic system 
encourages short-term expediency as 
against long-term planning and weighing 
of factors.

Is centralised planning and tight co­
ordination of production (i.e. socialism) 
the answer ? Schumacher would seem to 
imply: not necessarily. So long as the 
basis of any economic system is that 
people will find fulfilment mainly 
through ever-increasing material benefits, 
that system will continue to gobble up 
our finite natural resources. Not only is 
there the problem of finite resources, but 
also pollution of the ecosystem which 
enables us to draw on what resources 
there are. Schumacher, a Christian him­
self sees the need for a spiritual change in 
society, whereby job satisfaction and 
aesthetic appreciation loom much larger, 
and we be satisfied with a constant 
standard of living, perhaps less 
technological.

This theme of the Western world’s 
continual quest for a higher living 
standard is emphasized and strongly 
challenged in Bishop John Taylor’s book 
E nough is Enough, another best-seller 
like Sm all is Beautiful. Taylor also 
mentions a few tentative responses which 
concerned people, not only Christians, 
can make to combat the pressure the 
producers thrust on us.

Given that a fundamental re­
orientation of values is necessary, what 
will be the practical outworking of this 
value shift ? It would seem that large 
scale capitalism will have to go - to be 
replaced not by equally large-scale 
socialism, but by what Schumacher calls

novel would not easily transfer to the 
screen. Endings create complex literary 
and human situations and challenge a 
writer’s talent and resources to produce 
an harmonious and satisfying conclusion. 
If one is perplexed at any stage of the 
narrative it is here. Sincere, religious and 
humane person that he emerges from his 
writings, Joseph must have given the 
matter deepest thought before deciding 
that in an uncompromising story his 
answer is the only true one.

It is appropriate to include a comment- 
by Joseph’s late friend and colleague 
Professor John Reid, who in a radio 
broadcast on N ew  Zealanders at War in 
F iction  mentioned Joseph’s 1958 novel 
I'll Sold ier N o  M ore : “ Although the 
tedium and futility of war receive full 
attention, Joseph chiefly explores the 
values by which men live. Ultimately the 
novel deals not with military problems 
or even social ones but with moral 
issues.”

The same could be said of A Soldier's 
S tory. It is a vivid and enriching work 
and one hopes that the author will 
enhance New Zealand letters and his 
own reputation by producing another 
opus to form a trilogy.

James Bums

‘intermediate technology’. This system 
would be especially suitable for develop­
ing countries and, to quote Schumacher, 
‘The system of production by the masses 
(as opposed to mass production) 
mobilises the priceless resources which 
are possessed by all human beings, their 
clever brains and skilful hands and 
supports them with first class tools’. 
Production would very likely become less 
cheap, but job satisfaction would greatly 
increase.

I believe that applied Christianity is 
the only way to provide the impetus 
necessary for such a re-orientation of 
society. You ask why not aesthetic 
humanism, communism or another faith? 
My answer is that the first two are 
basically off-shoots of Christianity, hence 
the worth which they give to man and 
which is contrary to their own 
metaphysics. Neither humanism nor 
communism provides the power to over­
come greed and selfishness, on which the 
present economic system is based. We 
can’t change the system to change the 
people because people themselves will be 
the agents of change. Only God can so 
empower us, and only the personal 
Creator and Sustainer of the Judeo- 
Christian tradition. The Eastern view of 
all reality as one and the physical world 
as illusion is no inducement to social 
activism, rather to shoulder-shrugging 
acceptance o f status quo.

So what does Christianity have, then ? 
Men and women made in the image of 
God and therefore significant; eco-system 
created and sustained by the same God 
and worth caring for because of this; 
mankind as a guardian of other life forms, 
and responsible to God for their well­
being; life with meaning, i.e. knowing and 
loving God and each other with God him­

self in us to make it possible because left to 
our own devices, we want to become our 
own points of integration - hence selfish­
ness and introversion. Humanism and 
Communism also declare that we are 
meaningful, but do so in the teeth of their 
own metaphysics. People, however 
estranged from God, cannot help being 
His creatures.

To answer my title; Christians should 
be just as much Econuts as God, who at 
the beginning declared all life forms 
intrinsically good. Christians should also be 
in the vanguard for an ecologically 
harmonious society, realizing that the 
‘redemption of all Creation’ must 
ultimately be by God.

Craig Robinson/SCM
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ANT FARM
Phantom Dream Car Crashing through a wall of burning television sets.

In a television interview last week, 
members of Ant Farm, a ‘celebrated 
group of aesthetic activists’ were asked 
what they were going to lay into next. 
It would indeed seem that there is 
little of the American Dream left

untouched by these destructive-creative 
hands.

Ant Farm is a collection of American 
artists and architects, whose aim is to 
arouse awareness of ridiculous social 
values, through art, architecture, film,

Ferlinghetti 
3000 Red Ants
New Independent Lunchtime Theatre

New In d ep en d en t T heatre have taken  
3000 Red Ants fro m  the Unfair Argu­
ments with Existence series, as their  
salute to the A m erica n  B i-C entenary  
and their first e x p er im en t with m odern  
works.

Author Lawrence Ferlinghetti is 
primarily associated with Allan Ginsberg, 
as one of the American Beat poets. 
Ferlinghetti describes 3 0 0 0  R e d  A n ts  
as “a little parable in the crack in 
anybody’s egg or universe” and has used 
the dramatic form to experiment in 
abrupt associational dialogue.

Of New Independent’s lunchtime 
productions already staged this term, 
3 0 0 0  R ed  A n ts  is without a doubt the 
most professional and entertaining.
Under Tony Forster’s direction the 
absurdly humorous ‘pillow talk’ 
between a ‘fired not retired department 
credit manager’ and his frustrated 

wife, is exploited to the full. John Curry 
is brilliant as Fat, who is pre-occupied 
both with the fate of ants and 3000 
Chinese troops drowned in a river. As 
an antithesis to him, Judy Boyle, as 
Moth, also performs exceptionally 
well. 3 0 0 0  R ed  A n ts  plays Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 1.10pm until 
July 23rd.

Louise Chunn

To the uninitiated in con cep tu a l sculpture, it m ay have p ro v ed  an enigma. A  bed  
corned with the A m erica n  flag, a rop e  ladder hanging fro m  the cen tre  o f  the ceil­
ing, a xeroxed  article fram ed  b y  a mirror, and a co ffin -lik e  b o x  in which the artist 
lay from 9 am to  5  p m  in the L ittle  Theatre. A n d  fo r  eight hours on  tw o  days,
Gray Nichol, a M asters stu d en t in scu lpture a t Elam, lay con tem p la tin g  his work.

— — ■ — ■— — — ■

guerilla video-work, philosophy and, at 
times politics. Victims of their satire 
cover almost the entire range of sacro­
sanct symbols of all-Americanism. In 
Texas, Ant Farm have buried ten 
Cadillacs in the desert, beside a highway, 
with the rear ends protruding at an angle 
toward the sky. This is Cadillac Ranch, 
or perhaps a more appropriate title 
would be Kiss M y Arse. In a similar 
vein, but with the addition of television, 
they produced The P hantom  D ream  Car 
Crashing Through A  Wall o f  Burning  
T elevision  S ets B e fo r e  A  C heering  
Crowd.

The visiting Ant Farmers, Hurr and 
Michaels, were in Australia prior to 
their short stay in New Zealand. There 
they produced the opera Car-men, in 
the Sydney Opera House car park, with 
a full horn and high-revving orchestra.
In Auckland they gave a public showing 
of their work in the Old Maid using 
slides, colour video and tapes. The 
two members of Ant Farm were brought 
to New Zealand under the sponsorship of 
the Architectural Students’ Congress 
and, rather ironically, a large consortium 
of industrial and commercial corpor­
ations. Perhaps Ant Farm was not quite 
the slap on the back they had anticipated.

Louise Chunn

Abstract Expression 
Elam Students 
Building Centre

The exhibition of paintings by five 
Elam fine arts students was disappointing 
for several reasons. All the artists had 
chosen the fairly safe path of abstract 
expressionism, to a greater or lesser 
degree, giving the show a uniform 
impression of unadventurousness. One 
feels they have been working in a vacuum, 
unaware of the important changes that 
have been occurring in the art scene, or 
simply choosing not to respond to them. 
The New York school of abstract 
expressionism had explored in the 1950s 
what they are trying to do in the 1970s - 
- and had done it much better.

Secondly, the show was disturbing in 
that it reflects the attitudes of the Fine 
Arts School through some of its senior 
students, showing a preference for 
conservative modes rather than truly 
inventive explorations. The Fine Arts 
School enjoys the unique position of 
being funded by the University with 
virtually no strings attached, and 
therefore should take a prominent lead 
in the local art scene, as is the case with

most overseas university art schools. 
Instead, it is severely administered by 
an ageing and uninformed autocratic 
group, with the odd visiting lecturer being i 
the only glimmer of talent on the horizon.

Again, the show was shoddily presented. 
Badly stretched canvas and apalling fram­
ing are perhaps nothing to do with the 
context of the work, but they do detract 
from the unity of the final result. The 
arrangement of some of the paintings was 
unsympathetic. A large bright green 
painting by Michael Doggart was placed 
next to a delicate trvptch by Shane Foley, 
utterly destroying it.

Michael Doggart was the organiser of 
the show. His paintings of flat, elongated, 
rectangular shapes on a nebulous back­
ground were different from the others in 
that he had chosen a more hard-edged 
approach and seemed more concerned 
with formal painting considerations. They 
were the most inventive of the five 
painters’ works, although they failed 
largely because of bad painting. Brian 
Godfrey’s work consisted of large can­
vases containing elementary geometric 
shapes in balanced combinations. His 
work was perhaps the most polished of 
the quintet, although I feel it had the 
least qontent. His major preoccupations 
seemed to be paint quality and the 
“ activation” of certain shapes. In the 
latter he was most obviously influenced 
by Colin McCahon.

Shane Foley also showed McCahen’s 
influence in the use of words on the 
canvas. Her paintings were a strange 
mixture of romantic lyrics juxtaposed 
with abstract shapes - an uneasy marriage 
where the abstract elements often 
become mere illustrative props for the 
painted words. And since the poetry 
itself was of a very personal nature, one 
was left none the wiser about the entire 
statement.

Graeme Cornwell’s two enormous 
canvases were the epitome of expression­
ism. By their sheer size they dominated 
the show. However, his most exciting 
work was of several insanely funny 
drawings of a cow and the Pope. I suspect 
that they were a tongue-in-cheek mockery 
of the Art Gallery situation which creates 
objects d’art simply by virtue of their 
being in the gallery. Derek Lind presented 
a number o f collage paintings, with bits 
of tin, trousers and rope. Considering 
their complexity, they worked extremely 
well, although the larger pieces tended 
to have “ dead” areas.

Despite the disappointments of the 
exhibition, one could see the possibility 
of talent behind it.

George Baloghy
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student discount with i.d. car

WHOLE EARTH NATURAL FOODS 
Century Arcade 100 Queen Street 

Open 7 days, 5 nights 
Ph. 373-149

Tea Coffee 
Herbal Beverages

Health Food Snacks 
Esoteric Sandwiches

Lunch, Dinner

PART T IM E  WORK O FFERED
A ttrac tive  young ladies requ ired  
fo r m odelling  -

S till p hotography and  commercials. 
Facial, fashion, g lam our and

figure assignments.
Regular evening and  weekend work  
paying betw een $ 5  and  $ 1 0  p e r hour. 
Experience pref. b u t n o t essential.

Ph. 68 56 13 .

BARHQNA
S T U D IO  &  M O D E L ? A G E N C Y  

S U I T 6, 12 O 'C O N N E L L  S T R E E T

COME TO THE  

W INTER SEM INARS

"M E D IA  AND
NEW ZEA LA N D  A TT ITU D E S "

SPEAKERS: PAT BOOTH  
D A V ID  EXCEL  

RUTH BUTTERW ORTH
NGARUHOE ST.
M ETHO DIST CHURCH HALL  

(Eden Shopping Centre).
WED JULY 21st 7.30 p.m.

Eden Labour Party

C E R T IF IC A T E S  F R A M E D  
$ 4 .2 0  each

(THE LOWEST PRICE IN AUCKLAND)

CALL AT THE MUSHROOM TOWER CRAFT SHOP 

39  PARK RD. 10 a. m. - 5.30 p.m. (Late night Thursday)

10%
to students with ID card 

Two four six Record Centre

im
First Floor 246 Queen St,

Ph. 371-270
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CIVIC THEATRE 
WELLESLEY STwren saloon

. FR ID A Y  and S A TU R D A Y NIGHTS 9.30p.m.-3.30a.m.

I top group J im m y  & t h e j e t s  |

students $1 with LB.
ECOLOGY ACTIO N M EETING

WED JUL 21st 7.30 pm

TOP COMMON ROOM

MR. E LLIO T (ARA) SPEAKING ON
THE W A ITEM A TA  HARBOUR STUDY

Coffee & discussion afterwards.

For efficient banking services

you name it...
BNZ has it on campus!
Complete banking services are available to all students, through the 
Bank of New Zealand Campus Branch in the Old Student Union 
Building.
Cheque Accounts, Savings Accounts or a handy com bination of both.

Facilities for w ithdraw al on dem and throughout N e w  Zealand.
BNZ has more branches and agencies throughout the country than 
any other bank.
Safe keeping o f docum ents and  valuables.

B N Z  Education Loans.

Free consulting and financia l advice.

Full travel services.

All these services and more, on campus, and available to you through 
the BNZ Campus Branch.
Never underestim ate w hat the Bank o f N e w  Zealand can do for you !
If you'd like more information on any financial or associated matter, 
call at the BNZ Campus Branch, and arrange time for a chat 
or ring 370-385.

^^B N Z

Bank of New Zealand
Full banking services at the

CHINESE CULTURAL
CHINESE C U LTU R A L SOCIETY LUNCH-TIM E FILMS 

THIS TUESDAY AND N EXT

F IL M S
JULY 20 1 P.M. B 28 JULY 27 1 P.M. B 28

"CHINESE ACROBATICS" "PEOPLES COMMUNES"

'SELF R ELIA N C E" 'E IG HT OR N INE IN THE MORNING"

PEACE SQUADRON
an active group of New Zealanders united in 
preserving our ocean heritage from nuclear contamination.

Join us now. We intend to  stop any nuclear-powered warship 
from  entering our ports. We w ill cover our harbour waters 
w ith  hundreds o f small craft, leaving no entry for the 
ultim ate pollu tion.
We can use anything that can float.
Despite rumours Auckland could well be the port of call.

194 St. John's Rd. Phones 581-693, 587-443, 583-503
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M C O M C & r t
Canned Heat featuring Harvey Mandel 
Town Hall July 13

“Ain’t that a shame. You can’t smoke 
in the foyer, you can’t drink in the hall, 
an’ y’ain’t allowed to  buy peanuts for the 
concert. This gotta be New Zealand.”  If 
only a few things had been removed or 
improved, this concert might have been 
memorable. On the stage was a huge 
back-curtain and three potted palm trees, 
all in bad taste for a rock concert. Utilis­
ing the inadequate Town Hall lighting 
makes atmosphere sound like a dirty 
word. And the sound engineer and his 
sound system were so bad that his pre­
sense alone was enough to bring back the 
death penalty. Coping with atmospheric 
sterility, all the sound hassles, and a hall 
half-full, the Heat nevertheless went 
through a good ‘boogie’ set which 
started out with On the R oad  Again.
How appropriate.

Bob ‘the Bear’ Hite, 30-stone of lead 
singer, sang husky blues/boogie vocals, 
played good harp and entertained in 
front of a tight rhythm section of Richard

Hite (bass), Fito de la Parra (drums), and 
Chris Morgan (guitar) who played some 
fine slide on the country boogie Talk To  
M e B aby  and adequately complemented 
the man who for me made the concert, 
tiny Harvey Mandel.

8V2 stone of Chicago Bluesman. When 
you hear Mandel play, you know he’s one 
of the best at his trade. Whether it’s 
beautiful blues runs, or sustaining a note 
indefinitely, he can play it. He recently- 
played on the Rolling Stone’s Black and  
Blue sessions. Jagger asked him to fly to 
Germany from L.A. for two cuts, and 
after this concert I can see why. Unfortu­
nately, there were some beautiful lines I 
just didn’t hear adequately because of the 
faulty sound system.

At no time did I feel the band over 
came the sterile atmospherics or the 
sound problems, but they damned-well 
tried. What impressed me most were Man- 
del’s two instrumentals and Hite’s sing­
ing (with his beer gut smile) on 
A m p h eta m in ' Annie. The band was good 
but the concert could have been better. 
Ain’t that a shame.

John Kovacevich

ing if and when you want to listen, but 
otherwise it doesn't register.

Basically the tracks are repeating 
melodic loops with another melody 
played on top of it.

Side One contains the shorter pieces 
featuring Fripp’s guitar sounding at times 
like a cello and then like pipes. Or is it 
Eno fooling us again ? We are treated to 
Wind on  Wind. an excerpt from Eno's 
much maligned but interesting “ Discreet 
Music”  album, an uninterrupted 
synthesized theme of two melody lines 
which, once set in motion, can be 
repeated eternally, with only marginal 
distortions in timbre.

Not everybody's cup of hemlock.
Continuing in the same tradition is the 

second side consisting entirely of An 
Index o f  M etals - a list for the do-it- 
yourselfer of the possibilities o f 
programmed, self-regulating, self­
generating mechano-music.

I find the formal tranquillity of the 
20-minute track sometimes beautiful and 
intimate but always distant, like looking 
at an island at dusk through the hazy 
coloured sky - it's calming, it's slow, like 
this album's cover.

The album requires repeated low- 
volume playing and careful listening.
It's not the sort of album you can easily 
sin you like don't like, if you know 
don’t know what I mean.

John Kovacevich

is an exciting first.
To coincide with the tour, RCA 

is releasing the first live double 
album for an Australasian artist. 
Those familiar with Renee's first 
two albums, will not be disappoint­
ed. The albums feature a lot of new- 
concert material which will be 
promoted on the New Zealand tour. 
The albums were recorded live at 
the Dallas Brooks Stadium. « 
Melbourne, during the Band's 
recent sell-out tour of Australia.

The Auckland concert will be at 
His Majesties, Sunday August 1. 
Keep your eyes open for on-campus 
publicity re booking details and 
student discounts.

OwTen Roberts
Similar booking arrangements to those 
for Little Feat obtain ... an advance 
block of excellent seats are currently on 
sale at the Association office. Prices 
are $4.50 or only $3.50 if you remember 
to bring your student I.D.

Evening Star 
Fripp and Eno 
Island L 35830 
Supplied by Festival

From the sleeve painting of an island 
in the hazy pastel distance to the final 
sounds from the grooves, comes this 
feeling of mechanicality, as if emotion 
were this album’s distant cousin. The 
second album from the collaboration of 
ex-gallictic immigrant Brian Eno (loops 
& synthesizer) with ex-Crimsoid 
cosmictician Robert Fripp (guitar) has 
the same effect as would 3-D wallpaper: 
it is multi-textured music, image provok-

COMES

GEYER
As mentioned a few weeks ago, 

Renee Geyer and her band are 
coming to God zone. This very 
talented Melbourne lady has been 
singing around Sydney bars for a 
long time. Local disc jocks have 
been treating her as some kind of 
overnight sensation, but as is so 
often the case, she is no newcomer 
and picked up her present expertise 
and polish with a lot o f hard slog.

Over the last few years, she has 
worked in such well known Aussie 
groups as Sun, Mother Earth, and 
The Johnny Rocco Band. The 
climax o f five years hard work with 
these bands was her first album 
It's a Man's, Man's World which 
brought her a lot o f critical acclaim 
and many industry awards.

Following this first album, Renee 
really came to national attention in 
Kangaroo Country when she teamed 
up with Sanctuary, a group o f well 
known Sydney musicians, and head­
lined on the Eric Clapton tour. Rave 
notices left no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that she was the new star o f 
the Oz music scene and Clapton 
offered her work in the States.

After Clapton, came the Renee 
Geyer Band and a new album 
Ready to Deal. This album has 
received an amazing amount of

attention from N.Z. radio stations. 
RCA report it as their heaviest 
seller in Australia, second only to 
Abba. The album sums up the 
qualities o f both singer and band. 
Renee and the Band wrote the 
songs, unmasking further the 
talents o f this combination.

The cornerstone of Renee’s new 
Band is (undoubtedly) keyboard

player Mai Logan. Regarded as the 
finest keyboard man in Australia,
Mai is from Wanganui and played 
keyboard with Larry’s Rebels. The 

. rest o f the line-up is bass, guitar, 
drums, and horns. The concerts will 
therefore feature a very full sound.

Students’ Arts Council is joined 
in the promotion venture by Grunt 
Machine who are getting out o f the 
studio and onto the road : the 
Renee Geyer Band travels to New 
Zealand for the first o f the Grunt 
Machine In Concert series. 
Commencing with an outside 
broadcast from the Wellington 
Opera House, Renee and the Band 
then travel to the six main centres 
for concerts under the Grunt 
Machine banner. Grunt Machine has 
consistently promoted to the fringe 
music audience and considers that 
it would contribute further to 
this music scene by actively involv­
ing itself in the physical presentation 
o f concerts. The Renee Geyer Band



HUM AN RIGHTS 
ORGANISATIONS

Of the hundreds of thousands of 
people throughout the world who are 
denied basic human rights, journalists are 
particularly singled out. Independent or 
dissenting voices must be stifled when 
power and justice are held to be 
synonymous, and those who reveal the 
existence of repression and censorship 
are considered most dangerous. The 
most powerful people remaining when 
opposition political parties have been 
disbanded are the journalists. Under 
repressive regimes of all political stripes 
hey are censored, exiled, arrested and 
ometimes tortured and killed.

Several international human rights 
organizations work in different ways on 
behalf of these journalists and in support 
of their right, as guaranteed in Article 19 
of the United Nations Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, “ to seek 
receive and impart information through 
any media”  as an integral part of the 
right of freedom of expression. All of 
these organizations are non-governmental 
and non-political and most have represent­
ative status with the U.N. and other 
international bodies.

A m n es ty  In ternational, with a staff of 
seventy researchers at its London head­
quarters, investigates all kinds of human 
rights violations. It “ adopts”  individual 
prisoners of conscience, people who have 
been imprisoned in violation of the 
Universal Declaration, and sends inform­
ation on each cast to one of its 1,600 
adoption groups in 32 countries.
Members of these adoption groups pre­
ssure the gailer country through publicity, 
letter and telegram campaigns, and visits

to embasies. AI also sends investigative 
and negotiating missions abroad, observes 
trials, makes representations to the UN 
and other international bodies, and 
publishes reports on human rights 
violations.

T he C om m ittee  o f  In ternational 
F reed om  to  Publish was recently formed 
by several major American publishers to 
work primarily with the U.S. State 
Department and Congress and also with 
foreign governments and publishers to 
improve conditions of writers. On Nov. 
18, Robert Bernstein, president of 
Random House and chairman of this 
committee, along with Arthur Miller, 
Harrison Salisbury, Joseph Okpaku, Rose 
Styron and the Committee’s counsel, 
Alan Schwartz, testified on the freedom 
to write and publish before Senator 
Jackson’s Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations.

The In ternational C om m ission  o f  
Jurists was founded in the early ’50s 
to promote the understanding and 
observance of human rights and the 
rule of law throughout the world. The

CAREFULLY!

ABORTION UNNECESSARY 
1=OR CO NTRACEPTIVE A D V IC E  

CONSULT YO U R  F A M IL Y  
DOCTOR,,

I STU D EN T H EA LTH  SERVICE  
j F A M IL Y  PLA N N IN G  C L IN IC .

I N.Z. F A M IL Y  PLANNING  ASSN, 
INC.

The Silent Majority

Jason Calder Strikes Again
So once again AUSA goes through its 

farce of “ Student Democracy” . This 
year we have a good example of incest 
with 4 resident Exec members standing 
for the Presidency. Based on American 
Democracy we are twice as incompetent 
and even worse in our bungling.

Well then, just who have we got to 
vote for this time around, eh?? Let’s be 
fair ... start with the ladies first. Max 
Collins is an Engineer. That will gain 
him 500 votes from the Engineering 
Society, a la Malcolm Johnston for a 
start, but he’ll be pushing to get more 
than that from the rest of the Campus. 
The fact that both he and Dr Maiden are 
Engineers says enough.

Hugh Cook (or as the Engineers

^cVs/ ^DEPENDENT THEATRc
LU N C H TIM E TH EA TR E

.  I  .  |  Feringhetti's  |  |  ■

three thousand red ants
D irected  b y  Tony Forster

1 P.M., W EDNESDAY, TH U R SD A Y, FR ID A Y . T IL L  JU LY  23RD

$ 1 .2 5 -S TU D E N TS  75c.
( IN C L  U D E S  S O U P  &  TO A S T)

film 76
Old Maid Theatre
7.30 pm 
TUESDAY, 
JU LY  20th SERPICO

affectionately call him - Huge Cock) 
looks to have the most dedication of the 
lot as far as putting up, posters goes. No 
sooner do they get pulled down before 
he comes around to put some more up. 
Can’t really see him argueing forcefully 
with anybody, although he may kill 
them with his inscrutability. Confesses 
to be a poet of New Zealand re-known, 
but then anybody can write poetry - 
even me. And who cares if he can speak 
Chinese?

Janet Roth looks like she has taken 
every major issue in the last 20 years 
and made it into her own policy. It 
ranges from Nuclear Warships to a NUS. 
Very good, Mike Treen (whoops, sorry, 
Janet), but you forgot one thing. You 
shouldn’t have put YOUNG SOCIALISTS 
on yer election poster. Trouble is 
nobody would vote for a Trot, ’cos 
they’re afraid of SOCIALISM.

Alan Dick is not a Young Socialist, 
in fact he’s a COMMERCE STUDENT. 
God forbid if we get a COST ACCOUNT­
ANT in, the Cafe might even run at a 
profit... if you take out the hot food, 
the sandwiches, and closed the Theatre 
down. He was one of the bastards who 
took out the COFFEE. And he’s 
opposed to smokers. GAD. Who’d want 
a President with a name like Dick 
anyway?

Henry H. Harrison is still too young 
to go into pubs ... But he is experienced 
in Exec affairs. He is only after the job 
so that he can get $50 a week. Cannot 
bullshit or rave, so what good is he?
Proven drop-out.

So there you are ... a long line of 
Dead shits and you have got to chose 
one of them. So Jason Calder’s pre­
dictions are ... all or none of the 
Bastards. VOTE NO CONFIDENCE ... 
VOTE NO CONFIDENCE ... VOTE 
NO CONFIDENCE.

Now turning to Vice Presidents, 
one has got it already for Welfare ...
That only leaves Administrative Vice 
Presidents. Dennis Purdy is Bruce 
Clement’s best friend, he was hoping 
that nobody would find out. He is 
not the forceful person than an AVP 
will have to be, especially with a Presi­
dent from one of the other five.
Merritt on the other hand has had a 
meteoric rise in Studass and admits 
freely to having ambitions on being 
President in the future years ... But the 
poor little cretin is a shit stirrer who

ICJ analyzes legal systems in various 
countries and attempts to alter 
domestic laws that controvene internation­
al human rights legislation. Individual 
cases are taken up by the ICJ when they 
are typical of the misuse of law and in 
these situations the ICJ sends investigative 
missions, attends trials and pressures the 
jailer government for release.

T he In ternational L eague f o r  the 
Rights o f  Man, founded in 1940.by 
Roger Baldwin to promote the observance 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, has affiliates in 32 countries and 
a part-time staff of 50 legal interns in 
New York who research individual cases. 
The League works mainly by lobbying at 
the U.N., but also intercedes directly with 
governments on occasion.

The In ternational Pen Club, an 
organization exclusively for writers, works 
in the human rights area by trying to 
improve the situation of persecuted 
writers through diplomatic negotiations 
behind the scenes. Pen keeps extensive 
lists of writers imprisoned and otherwise 
denied their right of expression.

The effectiveness of these organizations 
is certain, although difficult to measure 
precisely; governments rarely admit the 
power of international pressure when 
restoring human rights. Indicative, 
however, is the fact that 13,000 of 
Amnesty International’s adopted 
prisoners of conscience have been released 
over the past 14 years. Conditions have 
improved for countless others and still 
more have retained their rights because 
governments fear international 
condemnation.

Barbara C. Sproul -

has nothing better to do all day but 
bludge fags. And his tea is lousy. 
One looks to be a strong favourite .. 
guess which one. Perhaps the AVP 
should be a looney ... at least that’s 
honest.

Jason Calder

Cork in s. 3  :^12

It kas recently come to my attention 
th at: certain large Brewery is leading an 
inal > n a : r. 'IIWI art form to the paths 
of extinction. The art form I refer to is 
the INGENUOUS New Zealand custom 
of opening uottles of beer WITHOUT 
using a bottle opener, either employing 
belt-buckles, teeth or another bottle.

The future of this REMARKABLE 
manifestation of ANTIPODEAN 
dexterity has been thrown into JEO­
PARDY by the introduction of a NEW 
IMPROVED plastic seal, replacing the 
old CORK seal, in beer-bottle caps. The 
fact is: the IMPROVED seal is too 
efficient; it is now approaching the 
impossible to open the bottle without 
a PATENT bottle-opener. Craftsmen 
who attempt to do so risk GREAT 
personal injury which can take the form 
of: GOUGED eyes, Irreparably broken 
teeth and SKINNED knuckles (which 
can lead to infectious TETANUS).

To add SALT to the wound, this 
new seal has also lead to a DECLINE in 
the New Zealand/Singapore cultural 
exchange. One of my good friends, who 
enjoys the distinction of belonging to 
that PROSPEROUS ex-colony, has 
been trying to learn this glorious art 
so that, upon returning to his home 
soil, he may teach his fellow country­
men this DEMANDING skill and so 
bring LIGHT where once was DARK­
NESS (in the metaphorical sense). NOW 
his valiant efforts are MONSTROUSLY 
hampered by a lack of raw material (so 
to speak).

So you can see that at a time when the 
Motherland is casting HOPEFUL eyes on 
the ENORMOUS potential markets of 
Asia, cultural ties are being hampered by 
a device which in itself is an OBVIOUS 
danger to the health and well-being of 
its own WORTHY citizens.

I say: BRING BACK THE CORK.

J.A. Andrews
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Publication d oes  n o t  im ply  editoria l agreem ent.

Obstacle Race

I am really brassed off (that’s not the 
word for it) about the developments on 
the grassed area outside the Cafe. Could 
someone please explain why the entrance 
to the quad (that runs beside the Cafe) has 
been blocked off ? It is a perfectly good 
path that has been made redundant for no 
reason except to inconvenience people 
entering university from Albert Park. I 
don’t really see the economy of the 
development, I mean if they (whoever 
they are) don’t want people to get in to . 
the quad an easy way, why did they build 
a path there in the first place ? Surely it 
is a waste of money not to use it.

There has been a new entrance created 
by the path to the theatre but this is no 
excuse to close the old one. Why can’t 
there be two entrances ? And if this is 
some obscure move to make people 
interested in the theatre, it doesn’t work. 
It’s annoying being forced to walk round 
there and the theatre can be seen from the 
old path anyway. This may not sound like 
an irate letter but I am trying to be polite. 
There may be quite a valid reason for what 
seems to me to be a stupid move. But if 
there is it is hidden from me.

Joy Eaton

Chimney P o ts

I notice in your latest issue (12 July) 
that certain plebs are bitching about 
cigarettes not being sold on campus and

M.S.S.A. Film -

The Land is our Life. Canadian 
Indians’ struggle for land. B28 
Friday 23rd, 1pm.

Nuclear Demonstration

Monday July 19th 1 pm Room 202. 
Meeting for those wanting to help 
organise August 6th demonstration, 
to oppose Nuclear Warships.

Pushkin Society

A panel discussion on “ Non-Western 
Languages in the High School”  will 
take place on Wednesday 21 July in 
the Maclaurin Hall, Princes Street at
7.30 pm. All those interested in 
language teaching are encouraged 
to come.

Typesetting

The Students Association has avail­
able time on its typesetting machine 
For fast, efficient service at cheap 
rates please contact the Association 
Secretary on 30-789 ex. 85, or call 
at the Studass Office.

specifically in the cafe. Geoffrey Harrison 
in particular, writes this statement : “ I 
appreciate the Executive’s concern for my 
health, but something makes me think 
that I am the best judge of that” . Well, 
fair enough, but has Mr. Harrison con­
sidered the health of those within his 
immediate vicinity ? Those of us who 
don’t smoke, who abhor that disgusting 
habit, also like to use the cafe and we 
don’t like peering red-eyed through a 
blue fug to see our companions seated at 
the same table !

Mr. Harrison seems to be complaining 
that some of his $32 isn’t being spent on a 
cigarette service and yet, let’s assume he 
isn’t a heavy smoker, in six months he 
spends over $32 buying the bloody things 
— Say 4 packets a week @ 50c per packet 
(Peter Stuyvesant) for 6 months = $48 !!

The rest of us also pay $32 (paid) and, 
well, is a cup of tea and clean air too 
much to ask ?

Bruce Walker

A Little Laughter...... ?

W e are two Elam first-year students 
with the increasingly uneasy feeling that 
enjoying the creation of ‘art’ (?!) is taboo 
around here. Our first year group has a 
nucleus of fun-loving and, well, noisy 
individuals who work hard without 
sinking into the serious attitude of most 
of the other Fine Arts students. Fine -. 
why not ? Well we have an inkling that 
the tutors don’t take us seriously, don’t

Robbie on Ecology

Mayor Robbie will be speaking on 
“ The Environment and the Role of 
Politics”  on Tuesday 20th in Room 
203 Studass Building 1-2 pm.

Stalinism & Trotskyism-
the origins of the differences. 
Discussion led by John Colquhoun. 
August 1st at 2.30pm, 456 Karanga- 
hape Rd, (top floor). Further 
information: Ph 7184 (Peter 
Rotherham) or Ph. 764613 (Janet 
Roth).

Ecology Action Meeting

Wednesday July 21st at 7.30 pm 
Top Common Room. Mr. Elliot 
(A.R.A.) will be speaking on the 
Waitemata Harbour Study.

Legal Referral Service

This operates Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday from 12 noon to 
2 pm in the Student Union Building. 
The service is available to University, 
Teachers’ College and Technical 
Institute Students.

consider our work is serious and believe- 
you-me seriousness equals sincerity to 
them (bullshit of course). So to all you 
Elamites that can’t handle laughter and 
fun and games as an integral part of 
creative activity, here’s a raspberry from 
us to you.

DAS FREEEKS

Cafe Policy

I fail to see how the Cafe can be 
experiencing financial difficulties. The 
fact that they can make a success out of 
those ABM machines must surely 
illustrate the ultimate power o f their 
merchandising ability. I’m told that the 
fluid excreted from those same such 
machines bears a strange resemblance to 
liquid rocking horse manure and tastes 
worse but having been unsuccessful in 
my attempts to locate any of the latter I 
can only leave such a comparison to 
one’s furtive imagination.

As ludicrous as this letter may seem 
it must surely (I hope) bear a subtle sanity 
when viewed in conjunction with the 
recent student executive-inspired decisions 
on Cafe policy. Seriously I would suggest 
that more substantial savings could be 
effected without the removal of services 
such as the coffee servery or cigarette 
machines. It would appear that during a 
period where the Executive’s actions 
have clearly shown that they believe 
drastic savings are required, they find 
funds better employed on management 
consultants. To suggest, as appeared in 
CRACCUM, that the decision was made to 
call in these consultants and that this 
resulted in the Executive having no 
option but to carry out this policy, 
financing it to the tune of $4,500 seems 
to me to be a blatant case of bureaucracy 
run amok. May sanity prevail.

R.H. Dung

P.S. I deny all rumours that my initials 
are in any way linked to the elusive 
product mentioned earlier.

Competition towards a definition 
of why we’re all here.

The time to start thinking about the 
Arts Faculty Handbook for 1977 is 
approaching. Since in 1976 I was awarded 
a C— and instructed by your journal to do 
the assignment again (s ee  C R A C C U M  
8/3/76, p . 6 ) when I attempted to define 
briefly (41 words) the purpose of an 
Arts Degree, I have decided to enlist the 
help of your readers.

I hereby establish a competition to 
produce a better definition of the purpose 
of an Arts Degree. The word limit is 50 
words, the date the competition closes is 
August 12, there is no entry fee, the 
prize is $ 20, but it will not be awarded 
unless the judge'decides to use the prize­
winning definition in the Arts Faculty 
Handbook. I shall be the sole judge, 
co-opting anyone. I think fit. Anyone may 
enter, but nobody may enter more than 
one definition. Anonymous entries will 
not be accepted.

Entrants must state (legibly) their 
name-and address. The unsuccessful 
definitions will not be returned, so if 
entrants wish to treasure their offering, 
they must keep a duplicate copy. Send 
entries to the Dean of Arts, Classics 
Department. Entrants are advised, before 
submitting their entry, to familiarize 
themselves with the range and nature of 
activities available in the Arts Faculty as 
a whole, since a definition relevant to 
only one subject or group of subjects 
cannot win.

Professor W.K. Lacey,
DEAN OF ARTS

Indigestible Comment

In reference to Francis Pound’s 
comment (The Silent Majority 12 July) 
that CRACCUM’s film reviewer might be 
better o ff working for The R eaders'
D igest: what do you think our writers do 
for a crust when we’ve finished with them?

Yours,
The Readers’ Digest 
Peoria, Illinois

Red Malays

We enjoyed reading that letter on 
“ Red Star Over Malaysia” . Perhaps 
Malaysians should free themselves 
from their mental shackles and begin 
reading Marxist works to broaden their 
view of the world, and look for other 
alternatives to their present corrupt 
society.

There are two mistakes in the letter 
however, which we presume are 
spelling mistakes. “ Deprecation” 
reads better as “ depredation” which 
means “ spoliation” and fits in with the 
sense of the sentence. The other word 
we think is “ head..”  should read “ need 
for revolutionary change ...”

Hope you will print more such 
discussions to overcome the inhibitions 
of Malaysians. Thanks.
Red Malays

Lawyer

As a student of the Law faculty of the 
Bombay University interested in corres­
pondence with young students of your 
esteemed University, on a variety of 
topics, may I request you to kindly bring 
this letter to the notice of the students. I 
give below a brief Bio-Data of myself:

Name: Mr. Murali Nair 
Address: 24 fehanu Jyothi,

L.N. Road, Matunga,
Bombay - 400-019 
India.

Age: 22 years
Occupation: Student of Law II 
Fields of
Interest: Politics, History, Sociology,

Journalism, Philosophy, 
Religion, Culture, and 
Literature.

Students of either sex desirous of 
developing human understanding, inter­
national friendship, and broadminded 
correspondence may kindly start writing 
to me.

Hope you would favourably consider 
my request and do the needful. Thanking 
you.

Murali Nair

Pollution

Just in the last few years I’ve become 
painfully aware of the problems of 
p ollution. Aha! You immediately 
thought of streams with poisons floating 
down them, factory chimneys belching 
into the air, and car exhaust.

Yes, that pollution gives me concern, 
but there is another I want to discuss 
here. It might be called spiritual poll­
ution. It is just as insidious as the 
material variety.

Let me give you an example.
When I walk into one of the toilets 

of the University, I sometimes wonder 
if it wouldn’t be safe and more 
pleasant) to use a tree outside. People 
with dirty minds have scribbled 
obscenities everywhere. In some booths 
these run from floor to ceiling. You 
can hardly avoid looking at them, and 
losing your eyes seems to be the only 
answer. Othervise you come out 
feeling as though you’ve just rolled in 
the muck in the bottom of a pig-sty.

In public toilets, of course, there 
have always been these things. Children 
(or am I wronging them?), half-wits and 
perverts possibly contribute some of 
this. But now I have seen that students 
are capable of it, and some of them revel 
in it. In fact the aforementioned 
toilets make a public toilet look like 
great-granny’s starched white collar. Is 
this what education does for people?
You might have knowledge dripping off 
your mortarboards and out your ears, 
but what good does that do if your heart 
is a moral cesspool?

Freedom is all very well, but what 
about responsibility? We have a 
responsibility to ourselves, and also to 
other people. In the Bible, it says that 
“ out of the abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh.”  (Matthew 12:34)
It makes you wonder what kind of 
abundance some people have in their 
hearts.

Martin Fairley
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GNOMES
Now look here, CRACCUM suddenly wants an article for next week on Gnomes. Not only 
am I flustered, bewildered and a bludger but also suddenly a Gnome expert. The trouble is 
that I know bugger-all about the little cretins. So as a last resort before funny men in white 
coats (med students) come to take me away, I need people to inform me of the where­
abouts o f as many Gnomes as possible. So if you know of any in the close Auckland area 
and can throw some light on their lifestyle (especially reproduction), see me. Oh sorry, 
Dave Merritt, the CRACCUM orifice on the top floor of Studass, next to STB, Ta
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