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On The

ON S ep tem ber I tw o  stu d en ts  w ho were a t Shoal Bay, 
a t  th e  S ou th  end  o f T riphena H arbour on  G reat 
Barrier Island were trea ted  to  an  in teresting  
spectacle. T he Bay is freq u en tly  visited by p arties  o f 

Navy personnel o ff  ships com ing in to  A uckland . T hey 
are b ro u g h t in to  th e  Bay by b o a t and  are freq u en tly  
sent o ff  on  cross co u n try  runs in th e  area. O n th is  day, 
however, th e  p a rty  th a t  landed  began going th rough  
m anouevers on  th e  Beach. I t  was low  tide  and  a large 
area o f  sand below  th e  high tide m ark was exposed . The 
students co m m en ted  th a t a lthough  th e  presence o f  th e  
party was q u ite  easily visible, on ly  peop le  w ho, like 
themselves, b o th e red  to  go o n to  th e  beach fo r a closer 
look w ould  be able to  see exactly  w hat th ey  w ere doing.

As th e y  app roached , w ith  cam era, they  hea rd  the ir 
presence rep o rted  back to  th e  ship by  rad io . T hey could  
not hear th e  rep ly  from  th e  ship as th e  signalm an was 
wearing headphones. How ever they  were n o t h indered  in 
their a ttem p ts  to  observe th e  drill and  even m anaged to  
hold a b rief conversation  w ith th e  signalm an. When 
asked w ho the  Navy party  w ere, th e  signalm an said th a t 
they were ‘In ternal S ecu rity ’ and  th a t th ey  w ere p a r t of 
the Navy. In  answ er to  questions, he confirm ed  th a t 
they were concerned  w ith r io t co n tro l and d em o n stra ­
tions. He said th a t  th is  so rt o f  th ing  had  been  going on 
‘for a long tim e’, ever since ‘th e  tro u b le  overseas’. Q uite 
what he m ean t by  th is is open  to  som e d o u b t b u t 
presum ably it re ferred  to  a ttem p ts  to  suppress th e  Anti- 
Vietnam war m ovem ent in th e  US. Inexp licab ly , the 
signalman seem ed in som e d o u b t as to  w hether th e  ship 
he had com e o ff  was th e  HMNZS W aikato o r HMNZS 
Otago. A t th is p o in t an O fficer app roached  said ‘OK.
We’re ju st playing rea lly ’ and  rem oved  th e  signalm an.
The stu d en ts  co n tin u ed  to  w atch  th e  squad  p rac tice  its 
dem onstration co n tro l techn iques.

Much o f  th e  drill was concerned  w ith  using te a r gas. I

ROBERT HEEPS
The squad  were equ ipped  w ith  gas masks an d  a t  one 
p o in t even p rac tised  being gassed them selves. T hen one 
o f the  officers gave an in stru c tio n  to  th e  e ffec t th a t  since 
th e  im aginary dem o n stra to rs  had  failed to  disperse u nder 
assault from  th e  teargas, th e  o p era tio n  w ould  m ove on  
to  its n ex t stage. A t th is  p o in t th e  squad  to o k  up  th e ir

ON W ednesday, S tuden ts  o f  th is  U niversity will m ake 
a  m ajor policy decision. T hey will be asked to  endorse 
th e  follow ing m otions.

1. TH A T th e  tran sfe r o f  financial and  adm in istra tive 
co n tro l o f th e  M aidm ent A rts C entre, U nion C om m on 
R oom s and the  C afeteria fro m  th e  A ssociation  to  the 
S tu d en t U nion M anagem ent C om m ittee  be approved, 
w ith in  th e  guidelines o f  th e  R ep o rt o f  the  Ad Hoc 
C om m ittee  to  Council.
If  th is m o tio n  is lo st, th e  fo llow ing fo reshadow ed 
m o tio n  will need to  be discussed.

TH A T th e  A ssociation  co n tin u e  to  o p e ra te  th e  M aid­
m en t A rts C entre, U nion C om m on R oom s and  th e  
Cafeteria.

rifles and were p u t th ro u g h  a drill o f  shoo ting  specific 
m em bers o f  th e  im aginary crow d  as p o in ted  o u t by  th e  
Officer. A large sign was held  up  saying ‘A ny person  
w ho crosses th is line will be sh o t’.

W hat we ap p a ren tly  have is th e  NZ arm ed  forces 
train ing its m en, as p a rt o f  long-standing po licy , to  sh o o t 
New Z ealand civilians. F u rtherm ore , as th e  tw o  s tu d en ts  
observed the  Navy squad  p racticing , th ey  es tim a ted  th a t 
th e  average age o f  th e  27 m en involved w ould  have been 
less than  eighteen. The Navy is, in fac t, tra in ing  
as if fo r a v io len t in te rven tion  in to  New Z ealand 
politics. Com ing as it does a t  a tim e o f o th e r  unsavory  
revelations a b o u t th e  th inness o f  th e  th read  by w hich 
dem ocracy hangs in th is co u n try , th is is a te rrify ing  
discovery. Mr M inogue’s claim  th a t N ew  Z ealand is in 
danger o f  creating  th e  ap p ara tu s  o f  a Police S ta te  is 
clearly well sh o rt o f  th e  m ark. I t  has already been 
created , and along w ith it th e  m echanism  o f Fascist 
revolution.

The purpose o f  th e  New Z ealand arm ed  forces is 
supposed to  be to  defend  th e  co u n try  fro m  a tta c k  from  
abroard , ju st as th e  SIS was supposed  to  p ro te c t us from  
foreign spies. The tu rn ing  o f  th e  SIS inw ards against 
New Z ealanders them selves is well know n, now  we have 
evidence th a t  a t least one b ranch  o f th e  a rm ed  forces 
sees itself as p o ten tia lly  en tering  as a v io lent fo rce in to  
dom estic politics. This c a n n o t be justified  in te rm s o f

C on tinued  o n  p. 3

THAT the in tro d u c tio n  o f a separate  U nion Levy set 
by the S tu d en t U nion M anagem ent C om m ittee  be 
approved.

TH A T the tran sfe r o f $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  to  th e  S tu d en t U nion 
M anagem ent C om m ittee  be approved.

THAT the U nion Levy be set a t a m ax im um  of $7 .50 .

TH AT th e  E xecutive be given pow er to  nego tia te  an 
acceptable U nion Levy o n  th e  understand ing  th a t the 
com bined U nion Levy, Building Levy and  S tu d en ts ’ 
A ssociation fee does n o t exceed $35 .00 .

C o n tinued  on  p . 3 '

GREAT GIVE-AWAY
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 2 @1 THEATRE CORPORATE

14 galatos si PHONE /4237

Directed by Raymond Hawrthorne
MONDAY & TUESDAY AT 6.15 pm 

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY AT 8.15 pm

S’OM.O PLAYS
by Henry LIVINGS  

Wednesdays to Saturdays 6.15 pm

ALL BOOKINGS: PHONE 74-307

TWO DANCERS 
REQUIRED

ONE MALE ONE FEMALE

FOR THE KOROBUSHKA FOLKDANCE IN 
EDUCATION TEAM

Rehearsals and performances will be
fitted around study commitments. For further
information please phone the Director,
S. Vowless (818) 8275

TRADE IN YOUR OLD L.P's on NEW ONES - WE 

ALLOW $3 PER ALBUM - OR BUY NEW L.P's FOR 

$6.75 (WITH I.D.) AT THE

BtCUBD EXCHflHEE
15 ST KEVINS ARCADE  

KARANGAHAPE ROAD

Joseph Kesselring's

ARSENIS AND OLD LACE
The Perfect Show fo r the Whole Fam ily  

U NTIL OCTOBER 22ND  
$5 $4 $2 20% Discount with ID

ON STAGE TONIGHT * 
WORLD PREMIERE OF THE 

NEW ZEALAND PLAY
"THE WORLD OF GOOD'

by Marcus Campbell

ONLY 14 PERFORMANCES $2 50
--------------------

CAREFULLY!

FOR CONTRACEPTIVE ADVICE  

CONSULT YOUR FAM ILY DOCTOR, 

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICE 

OR FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC

N.Z. FAM ILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
INC.

LIFE ASSURANCE
M L C  M U L T I - O P T I O N  T E R M  P L A N

-LOW COST HIGH COVER

(e.g. Age 19, Cover $10,000 Premium $39.70 p.a.- 
Age 23, Cover $10,000 Premium $40.60 p.a.)

FLE X IB IL ITY  TO ADAPT TO CHANGES

CONTACT BARRY J. FOSTER, A.L.U.A.
(Bus. 78-229, Private 604-214)

MUTUAL LIFE AND CITIZENS' ASSURANCE COMPANY LIM ITED

CAFE, THEATRE 
COMMON ROOMS

Whose responsibility?

SGM
WEDNESDAY 1pm 

SRC LOUNGE



OR,

ROBERT HEEPS

ON TH E BEACH continued from p. 1.
any in te rnal th re a t to  N ew  Z ealand’s secu rity , o r  to  th e  
activities o f  any  group w ith in  th e  co u n try  to  v io lently  
overthrow  th e  governm ent.

The last instance o f  any th ing  like th is was th e  upris­
ing o f  the  W aikato and  o th e r  M aoris over one  h u n d red  
years ago, and  th e re  exists no  evidence to  even suggest 
the possib ility  today . T here is no  grounds fo r ju stify ing  
the N avy’s activ ities as being a reaction  to  th e  tide  o f  
events w ith in  N ew  Zealand.

I t  is n o t claim ed th a t any  official p lan  to  use th is 
training against N ew  Z ealand dem ocracy  exists. However, 
the fac t th a t  th e  tra in ing  is carried  o u t creates a p o ten tia l 
which will alw ays be o pen  to  o p p o rtu n ism  an d  abuse. 
F u rtherm ore , it  is d ifficu lt to  see any  o th e r  use to  w hich 
the tra in ing  cou ld  be pu t.

Mass d em onstra tions in N ew Zealand have never been 
aimed a t th e  v io len t o v erth row  o f  governm ent, and  n o t 
in fo rty  years has such a gathering in itia ted  violence, 
although they  have been on  th e  receiving end  a n um ber 
of tim es. T here is no  ind ica tion  th a t th is  p a tte rn  o f 
behaviour is likely to  change. By train ing  m en fo r  th e  
assassination o f  specifically  nom ina ted  figures in a  mass 
dem onstration , th e  New Z ealand Navy is crea ting  an 
unjustifiable p o ten tia l fo r po litical violence and  
indirectly  th rea ten in g  th e  survival o f  dem ocracy  in  th is 
country.

RO BERT H EEPS & DON M ACKAY

Special
Performance

TH E  R A TZ
Very live theatrix

A t
The Island of Real

Airedale Street

THURSDAY  

SEPTEMBER 29

8.15

SHARP

LIM ITED SEATING

SPECIAL G EN ER A L M EETING  
continued from p. 1 .

F or those  w ho wish to  read  th e  re p o r t o f  th e  ad  Hoc 
C om m ittee , i t  is available fro m  th e  A ssociation  O ffices, 
o r will be available a t th e  Special G eneral M eeting.

T he M eeting is being held  a t  1 pm  o n  W ednesday in 
th e  S.R .C. L ounge w hich is above th e  Cafe ex tension , 
(w here th e  second-hand  b o o k  shop  was).

For those  w ho wish to  see fu rth e r  in fo rm atio n , con ­
su lt last w eek’s CRACCUM  page 7. T here is also a le tte r  
w ritten  by “ S tu d en t C o n tro l” w hich discusses the  
subject.

As m en tioned  in  last w eek’s CRACCUM, the  
U niversity Council discussed th is last M onday. T hey 
have referred  th e  decision to  th e ir  F inance C om m ittee  
fo r considera tion  o f  th e  im plica tions fo r th e  U niversity 
in such a step . I t can  be safely s ta ted  th a t  th e y  are 
h es itan t a b o u t adop ting  th e  schem e.

F irstly , a d iscussion o f  th e  m otions so th a t  s tu d en ts  
will know  w hat I am  talk ing  ab o u t:

MOTION ONE

This m eans th e  assets an d  m anagem ent o f  the  U nion 
will cease to  be ow ned  by th e  A ssociation  and  will be 
vested in  th e  co n tro l o f  th e  S tu d en t U nion M anagem ent 
C om m ittee  (S.U .M .C.). This C om m ittee  com prises 
s tu d en ts  and  university  represen tatives. T he s tu d e n t 
reps, inc lude th e  P residen t and  th e  T reasurer. I t  will 
m ean th e  E xecutive will n o t have co n tro l of, n o r  will it 
have responsib ility  fo r, th e  m anagem ent o f  th e  U nion. I t 
will m ean such decisions are m ade by  th e  C om m ittee  and 
it is envisaged th a t  th e  executive will be able to  get on  
w ith  runn ing  th e  A ssociation  and  S tu d en t A ctivities.

T he m ajor reason  beh ind  th is d irec tion  is th a t, 
because th e  E xecutive is e lec ted  fo r on ly  one  year, it 
c an n o t get to  grips w ith  th e  U nion (eg: tu rn o v er in 
ca tering  com plex  last year app roached  half a m illion 
dollars).

Having passed th a t m o tio n  th e  follow ing m o tions 
m ust fo llow  au tom atica lly , a lthough  som e s tu d en ts  m ay 
be up se t w ith th e  figures. These o f  course can  be 
am ended  by th e  m eeting.

If th e  m o tion  is lo s t we will need  to  discuss the 
fo reshadow ed m otion . I wish to  k now  w h eth e r s tu d en ts  
w ant us to  run  th e  U nion and  s top  considering  giving it 
aw ay, o r is th is  arrangem en t n o t ad eq u a te  and  shou ld  we 
go aw ay an d  nego tia te  an o th e r  ?

If th e  la tte r  is the  case, do we close dow n th e  Cafe if 
we are n o t successful w ith negotiating  a new  agreem ent, 
o r do  we co n tin u e  to  opera te  these facilities u n til we are 
successful ?

If m o tion  one is passed, m o tions tw o  to  five will be 
discussed.

MOTION TWO

M o tio n  tw o  is also a m ajor po licy  p o in t. A t p resen t 
s tu d en ts  co n tro l th e ir  S tu d en ts  A ssociation Fee because 
it  can n o t be raised excep t by  tw o th ird s m ajo rity  a t  a 
general m eeting.

THE F f i iS Z f E

lS>ol< m u m *-iy  ̂
t H e r e ' s  f\ 
FmsBEE'.'.

This new  schem e will give co n tro l o f  a p o r tio n  o f  th e  
fee to  S.U.M.C. A sim ilar s itu a tio n  exists w ith  hoste l 
fees. The S tu d e n t A ccom m odation  C om m ittee  sets th e  
Board fo r hoste ls fo r 1978  and  is charged w ith  th e  
responsibility  o f  n o t losing m oney . T hus th e  cost o f 
Board rises as costs rise.

The s itu a tio n  w ith in  th e  U nion is n o t an  ex ac t 
parallel. T he U niversity  co n trib u tes  to  th e  runn ing  o f 
the U nion and  th e  A ssociation  also co n trib u tes . The 
effec t o f th is  m o tio n  will be to  tak e  th e  c o n trib u tio n  
aw ay from  th e  A ssociation  and  m ake it  a d irec t dem and 
on  studen ts. I t  also m eans th a t  th e  A ssociation  know s 
w hat it has to  spend  and  will n o t be caugh t by  u n p re ­
d ic ted  dem ands w ith in  the  U nion.

MOTION TH R EE

In the past, th e  A ssociation  has dep rec ia ted  its assets. 
The effec t o f  th is  m o tion  will be to  give S.U.M .C. a 
p ro p o rtio n  o f  th a t  d ep recia tion  as a se tting  up  cost.

MOTION FOUR

This m o tion  fo llow s from  M otion Tw o. In  a d ra ft 
budget p repared  by  th e  U niversity , it  is suggested th e re  
be a $7 .50  fee. T here is y e t to  be neg o tia tio n  over th is 
fee. I consider it  is to o  high a t  p resen t and  can  see 
places it  can  be trim m ed . I t  is un like ly  th is figure will be 
the ac tual fee, th u s  the w ord  “ m ax im um ” .

MOTION F IV E

Follow s from  M otion  F o u r and  gives th e  assurance 
th a t because o f  th is schem e, th e  fees fo r  19 7 8  will n o t 
rise.

The above discussion is obviously  biased fro m  m y 
p o in t o f view  as one o f th e  nego tia to rs. I t  is a  schem e 
w hich I have sp en t som e m o n th s nego tia ting  and  I 
th ink  th a t th e  resu lt is o f  advantage to  s tuden ts .

I t m eans th a t  s tu d e n ts  do  n o t have to  e lec t a 
President p rim arily  fo r h is /h er adm in istra tive abilities 
because if  th e  P resident w ishes to  o p t o u t o f  such th ings 
he/she can arrange fo r a n o th e r  s tu d e n t w ho m ay be 
b e tte r  equ ipped  to  hand le  such m atte rs . A t p resen t, 
because the  P resident is reponsib le  fo r the  overall s ta te  
o f the  A ssociation , he /she  has to  acq u a in t herse lf/h im se lf 
w ith such things. I t  m eans th a t  w here m anagem ent 
techniques are requ ired , executives w ho kn o w  no th ing  
ab o u t such m atte rs can n o t m uck  up  long-term  planning.

On th e  surface, very lit tle  will change. T he U nion will 
still be open  fo r th e  sam e hours. M eeting R oom s will 
con tinue to  be available e tc  e tc . H ow ever, u n d er the  
surface th e  lines o f  responsib ility  will change.

One last p o in t - th e  ag reem en t also co n ta in s  a clause 
which says th a t if  th e  s tu d en ts  in tw o  years tim e  disagree 
w ith the  schem e, th e re  shou ld  be no p rob lem s in giving 
the U nion back.

A fter all, life is a M erry-go-R ound.

BRUCE G U LLE Y  A
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Dear Frank,

L unchtim e, F riday 16 th , saw  th e  ‘an ti R oyal 
Com m ission R ep o rt’ rally in the  quad.

A dozen o r so people p artic ipa ted  in som e skits and 
then  the m eeting m oved to  th e  S.R.C. room  (due to  
w eather) w here the re  were a b o u t 35 people, including 
a t least 3 non-supporters and  a child. A b o u t 20 w ent on 
the  p ro tes t m arch.

Jill R anstead, speaking in th e  S.R.C. room , said th a t 
an ab o rtio n  was th e  business on ly  o f w om en, and even 
then , on ly  those o f child-bearing age.

I co n test tha t: the fa th e r and  u n bo rn  ch ild  are 
obviously involved. So is th e  w hole o f  soc iety  which 
uses laws to  se ttle  conflicts o f rights and  in terests . W hat 
o th e r area o f  law  allows the  rights o f  a defenceless 
victim  to  be transgressed in so com plete  a way as 
abo rtion  w ith o u t placing som e restric tions on  the 
transgresser ?

Sim ilarly, I co n test the  reasoning o f  the speaker in 
the quad  on F riday who said th a t restric ting  abo rtions 
was a m ale way o f  “ keeping w om en dow n” . If  we place a 
speed lim it on o u r roads are we “ keeping drivers d o w n ” 
or p ro tec tin g  innocen t p o ten tia l victim s V

L et’s d iffe ren tia te . W here a w om an’s life (‘life’ 
narrow ly defined) is in jeopardy  due to  pregnancy , the 
question  is : “ w hich life” shou ld  go V B ut w here it is 
n o t a m a tte r  o f ‘life’ or, ‘near p robab le  d e a th ’ fo r the 
w om an, the ques tion  becom es: “ w hether or n o t” a life 
is to  go ?

C onvenience, even hardsh ip , do n o t o f  them selves 
ju stify  te rm in a tio n  o f  a life.

David B urt 
Alan K asper 
J.P . R yan

Dear Frank,

Perusing recen t issue o f  y o u r paper, th a t o f  5 -9 -7 7 ,1 
discovered Mr. T reen’s article “ M okgatle : T arget fo r 
D is to rtion” , and  have been im pelled  by th e  spectacle  o f 
a po litical im becile m aking virtue o f  his fo lly , to  se t o u t 
a num ber o f  p o in ts  germ ane to  th e  M okgatle visit 
debacle.

I ’m  sure Barney M okgatle was ‘universally w elcom ed’ 
by an ti-aparth ied  activists, b u t th is w ould  have been 
despite th e  Socialist A ction  League’s crude a te m p t to  
bully , th rea ten , cajole o th e r  groups in to  sponsoring  him . 
These m ore broadly-based organisations w ere righ tly  
chary  o f  supporting  M okgatle a t ex trem e sh o rt no tice , 
bo th  because he was th e n  a largely ‘unkow n q u a n tity ’ 
and because these groups recognise the need to  rem ain  
accep tab le  to  all th e  m any A frican fac tions, in S ou th  
A frica and elsew here, ra th e r  than  fostering , o r  appear­
ing to  foster, one o f  them .

A ttem p ts  to  link  Sow eto  w ith B astion P o in t m ay be 
good cloud  cuckoo  land ‘in te rn a tio n a lism ’, b u t the ir 
results fo r the  real w orld were a t best specious, a t w orst 
d isasterous. While m ore m ilitan t Maori leadersh ip  is 
qu ite  obviously  requ ired , th is  will n o t o ccu r th rough  
im porting  ‘the  struggle’. D espite Mr T reen ’s assertion  
th a t “ Maori leaders” also ‘universally w elcom ed’ 
M okgatle, it is ra th e r  m ore likely th a t his visit served 
to  create  a backlash, fanned  by th e  press and  o th e r  w hite 
reaction , am ong significant sections o f  M aoridom . H ow ­
ever th is is consis ten t w ith the brisk and  th o rough ly  
experienced  ex p lo ita tio n  o f  the B astion P o in t fo lk  by 
the SA L /Y oung Socialists. The level o f the ir concern  fo r 
the Ngati W hatua is rem in iscen t o f th a t  o f a m u lti­
national seeking advertising hoard ings a t a spo rts  fea ture .

As to  the m edia’s tre a tm e n t o f M okgatle, th e  cen tral 
issue o f th e  artic le , Mr T reen ’s naiv ity  appears in trac tab le , 
as it is com prehensive. T h a t one can n o t rely on  th e  
cap ita list press to  do ones’ w ork is a lesson th a t  has been 
driven hom e to  Socialists and  progressive groups over 
countless decades. A ny co m p e ten t po litical ana ly st, or 
activ ist in New Zealand know s th a t o u r  press, firs tly , is 
lazy and  incom peten t. Y et Mr T reen .cries in w onder th a t 
‘No new spaper sen t a rep o rte r  to  any o f th e  num erous 
m eetings’. Secondly  he know s th a t th e  press’s w orld  view 
is absurd ly  inadequate . B ut Mr T reen p ro tes ts  am azed 
th a t ‘The new spaper repo rts  reflec ted  a to ta l m isunder­
standing o f the  realities o f S outh  A frican life ’.  T hird ly  he 
should  know  th a t th e  cap ita list press th inks and  speaks 
th e  bourgeois e thos. This will be in som e m easure co n ­
fused and  co n trad ic to ry  and  if Mr T reen had  cited  
exam ples o th e r  th a n  ‘T ru th ’ and  th e  ‘H erald’ ed ito ria l, 
th e  varie ty  o f negative, m isinform ed, neu tra l and 
positive reportage  and co m m en t w ould  have d em o n ­
s tra ted  th is. F inally  jou rnalists  do n o t as Mr T reen  
im plies, con tro l th e  news.

But th e  bourgeois m edia is und iv ided  on  certa in  
values. Mr T reen ’s h in ting  a t som e so rt o f  crude 
consp iracy  (‘a press th a t seem ed u n ited  in an  a tte m p t to
d i s to r t ..... ’) sim ply misses th e  p o in t th a t o u r  m edia are
going to  react negatively to  anyone advocating  any  fo rm  
o f irregular po litica l ac tion . This unequivocal bias to  law, 
due process and  peace is paralleled  by business m otives 
regarding circu lation , channel o r s ta tio n  p o p u la rity , and 
so on  w hich on ly  to o  willingly seize on  th e  u n k now n ,

unsettling , o r unp o p u la r in a sensational m anner.
Now, Barney M okgatle is a revo lu tionary  p repared  to  

use violence. In co n te x t th is is understandab le , even 
com m endable . He is n o t averse to  speaking o f  this. W hat 
Mr T reen and  his colleagues w ould have seen, had  they  
n o t been bem used by T ro tsky ist m etaphysics, is th a t 
th is ded ica ted  refugee w ould , in inevitably in th e  ruling 
ideology o f New Zealand in 1977 , be a ‘ta rge t fo r 
d is to rtio n ’ and  thus a to o l o f racism  and reaction .

Luv’n Kisses 
Guy Dugdale

Dear F rank,

The M id-East b roadsheet handed  o u t a ro u n d  cam pus 
recen tly  was b o th  m isleading and  irritating .

It claim ed to  give ‘tw o views’ on th e  Mid E ast 
question  and  was p roduced  by N ZUSA in ‘th e  in terests 
o f p rom o ting  a ra tional, balanced d eb a te ’. In ac tual fac t, 
the  b roadsheet was really  one view ( th a t o f  th e  
Palestinians) w hich to o k  up a b o u t 3 /4  o f th e  space. It 
was all nicely set o u t, in big p rin t, w ith  clear headings, 
p ic tu res o f  Israeli tanks and  bom bed  Arab cities. The 
Israeli view was given to  us in the fo rm  o f  a heavy in te r­
view w ith  th e  Israeli am bassador to  N ew Zealand. I t was 
squashed in to  one page, was in small p rin t, had  no 
headings and  fea tu red  a p re tty  gro tesque p ic tu re  o f 
Begin glow ering a t  th e  reader. W hat is m ore, th e  validity  
o f w hat he had to  say was sm artly  quashed by  a 
descrip tion  o f th e  body  search o f o u r hero  th e  NZUSA 
interview er, by  rude and  possibly parano id  Em bassy 
officers. Even if the in terview er was asked to  ru n  naked 
dow n Queen S tree t, before being g ran ted  an  interview  
w ith th e  am bassador, th a t has n o th ing  w hatsoever to  do 
w ith th e  political s itu a tio n  in th e  M iddle East. This b it 
o f detail was en tire ly  irre levant to  th e  q u es tion  o f  th e  
ex istence o f th e  s ta te  o f Israel and  was u n fa ir  in th a t it 
fu rth e r  biased th e  rea d e r  against w hat th e  am bassador 
had to  say.

If a group  o f  pro-Palestinians w ant to  p ropaga te  the ir 
views then  th a t is fa ir enough , b u t d o n ’t  use NZUSA  
funds to  p u t o u t m ateria l th a t is cloaked in th e  w ord 
‘ob jective’ while being obviously biased to  one  p o in t o f 
view. Judging by  th e  resu lt o f  th e  recen t re ferendum  
am ong studen ts , th is appears to  be the m in o rity  p o in t 
o f view w hich shou ld  th e re fo re  be p u t n o t by  N ZUSA 
b u t by those w ho ho ld  th a t  view.

Y ours,
M artyn Nichols
P.S. F or those  w ho m ay be w ondering, I am  ne ither 
Jew ish n o r am  I an Israeli citizen.

CRACCUM is reg istered  w ith th e  Post O ffice as a 
m agazine. I t is published  by the Craccum  A dm in is tra tion  
Board fo r AUSA, Private Bag A uckland; and  p rin ted  by 
W anganui N ew spapers L td ., W anganui. O pinions 
expressed are n o t necessarily those o f th e  E d ito ria l staff, 
and in no way rep resen t th e  official policy  o f  th e  
S tuden ts  A ssociation.
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FRA N C IS STA R K  
DON M ACKAY 
RO D  M A CDIARM ID 
SIM ON LEWIS 
JA N  G E A R Y  
ANDREW  G R EEN  
A N TH O N Y  W RIGHT

A fter the  fo u rth  b randy  I lo st consciousness, so every­
th ing  th is w eek is as m uch a surprise to  m e as it is to  you . 
I can  rem em ber som e o r all o f  th e  follow ing w orking on  
th e  an tep en u ltim a te  ed itio n  o f  CRACCUM  fo r  1977: 
Barbara ty p ese t, A ndrew  p roo fed , D on w ro te , L in and  
Chris co n trib u ted , Colin drew , R obert sn o o p ed , and  I 
sobered  up.

The N ational Cam pus Day o f A ction  on  S ep tem ber 
16 to  oppose legislation based on  th e  rep o rt o f the 
Royal C om m ission was th e  first tim e th a t NZUSA  has 
co n d u c ted  a m ajor cam paign in the field  o f  w om en’s 
rights. We th e re fo re  fe lt it app rop ria te  to  co m m en t on 
the success o r o therw ise o f  th is ven tu re  and  m ore 
specifically  to  draw  th e  a tte n tio n  o f th e  N ational 
E xecutive to  a m ajor fau lt in th e  po litical co n te n t o f the 
cam paign.

F irst we m ust express o u r pleasure in receiving the 
tw o poste rs and  th e  leaflet. D espite appalling w eather 
were able to  ho ld  a fairly  successful day o f  ac tio n  - 
guerilla th ea tre , a fo ru m  and a p icket o f  th e  H ealth  
D epartm en t.

T here were, how ever, som e m inor p roblem s. F irstly , 
th e  d isp ro p o rtio n a te  num bers o f leaflets and posters - 
nam ely  to o  few  o f  th e  fo rm er and  to o  m any o f the 
la tte r  - w hich m ean t we had to  ru n  o ff  an o th e r  leaflet.
Secondly , th e  la te arrival o f th e  p u b lic ity  reduced  the 
im pact o f  th e  d ay ’s activities. F inally , the re  was a lack of 
ro o m  to  w rite th e  details o f  w hat was p lanned  fo r the  
day

M ore im p o rta n t is th e  issue o f th e  po litics o f the  
cam paign. NZUSA  policy , as everyone is aw are, supports 
ab o rtio n  as a w om an’s righ t to  choose and  th e re fo re  calls 
fo r th e  repeal o f all ab o rtio n  laws. We ex p ec ted  the 
p u b lic ity  to  em phasise th is w om en’s rights aspec t 
especially as m any o th e r  groups opposed  to  th e  R oyal 
C om m ission are defau lting  in  th is area.

Instead , we fo u n d  th a t th e  N ational Office o f NZUSA 
had p rin ted  a leafle t w hich in no  way unequivicably  
defended  a w om an’s righ t to  abo rtio n . In  fac t, now here 
was ab o rtio n  m en tioned  in th e  leafle t ex cep t in the  
graphic. Even th is one m en tion  th e  graphic was docto red  
to  read “ A bortion  a D em ocratic R igh t” ra th e r  than  
“ A bo rtio n  A W om an’s R igh t” .

Includ ing  th is issue in a general ‘dem ocratic  righ ts’ 
cam paign, o r even w om en’s rights cam paign, in fac t 
u ndercu ts  its im pact. I t  m eans th a t on ly  those  w ho 
agree w ith all th e  issues raised - be they  o p p o sitio n  to  
restric tive ab o rtio n  legislation, cu tbacks in th e  D om estic 
Purposes B enefit, d ep o rta tio n s  o f  Pacific Islanders, o r 
w hatever - jo in  th e  p ro tests .

W hat seem s to  be o u r N ational O fficers’ re luc tance  to  
m o u n t a single issue cam paign is fu rth e r  show n in the ir 
hes ita tion  to  p roduce  a leaflet in  con ju n c tio n  w ith the 
W om en’s N ational A bo rtio n  A ction  Cam paign (W ONAA 
(W ONAAC), an o rgan isa tion  w hich accord ing  to  policy , 
NZUSA  suppo rts . T hey based th e ir  u n ce rta in ty  on tw o 
spurious grounds - possible lack o f  finance an d  th a t  co ­
p roducing  a leafle t am o u n ted  to  an ind irec t g ran t. Lack 
o f finance has n o t p reven ted  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f the  
general w om en’s rights p o s te r no r has fear o f giving an 
in d irec t g ran t sto p p ed  co -p roduc tion  o f  leaflets w ith 
g roups such as th e  W orking W om en’s A lliance, CANWAR 
and  m ore recen tly  CORAL.

A m ore p robab le  reason  fo r th e ir  re luc tance  is th a t 
concen tra ting  on th e  ab o rtio n  issue alone goes against 
som e o f  o u r N ational O fficers’ ow n po litica l ph ilosophy . 
T hey see New Z ealand th rea ten ed  by a p h enom enon  
called “ galloping fascism ”

This ties in w ith  th e ir  h o s tility  to  fem inism  and  to  a 
separate w om en’s rights struggle. (As show n by reactions 
to  th e  se tting  up o f w om en’s com m ission a t council). 
While n o t necessarily  expressed open ly , it is seen in such 
ac tions as com m issioning a male m em ber o f  th e  
A uckland  execu tive to  pu rchase books on  W om en’s 
L ibera tion

We feel it is im p o rta n t th a t  th e  N ational E xecutive 
h a lt th is  tren d  in N ational O ffice w hich is m oving aw ay 
from  A ugust Council po licy . This is especially im p o rtan t 
in th a t  we assum e th a t N ZUSA still sees o p p o sitio n  to
th e  A b o rtio n  bill as its to p  p rio rity  and  will be organising 
fu tu re  activities. As a suggestion, the second  reading o f 
th e  bill in m id-O ctober seem s to  us th e  m ost ap p rop ria te  
tim e fo r fu tu re  p ro tes t.

Y ours sincerely ,
Ja n e t R o th  
Sue G lazebrook

• • •

Books are th e  best friends a m an can have. Y ou 
choose those  th a t  y o u  like; y o u  can rely on th em  a t all 
tim es; th ey  can help  yo u  in y o u r  w ork , in .y o u r leisure, 
and  in y o u r  sorrow . Y ou have th e m  always a round  
y o u  a t  y o u r beck  and  call in y o u r hom e.

T hey are n o t now adays very expensive if  y o u  only 
buy  one n o w  and  th en  to  m ake up  y o u r  co llec tion . A t 
any  ra te , th e  nearest pub lic  lib rary  will bring a lm ost any 
bo o k  to  y o u r  h and  w ith o u t expense. B ut b ooks o f you r 
very ow n are th e  b e tte r  friends and  com panions. D on’t 
buy a b o o k  because it  is cheap , fo r very cheap books are 
o f ten  equally  nasty . Go fo r th e  best while y o u  are abo u t 
it.

B ut read ing  w ith o u t o u tlo o k  is no  good. Y ou m ust 
balance lite ra ry  know ledge by  know ledge o f  th e  w orld, 
o f  m en, and  things. Travel is a  valuable step  to  th is, b u t 
an observan t, sy m p a th e tic  m an can get as m uch  know ­
ledge o f  his fellow -m en in a w alk o f  a mile o r so as a 
s todgy  one w ould  get in a th o u san d  miles.

Baden-Powell
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CA TER IN G  COM PETITION - LA ST CHANCE M ALAYSIAN SO CIA LIST REVIEWGrapevine
WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
THIS IS:
AN EDUCATIO NAL IN STITU TIO N  OR 
SOMETHING :

R EM EM BER y o u r first lec tu re  ? T here y o u  w ere, all 
b righ t eyed  and  bushy-tailed , w aiting fo r  the 
fo u n ta in  o f know ledge stand ing  a t the  f ro n t to  

spout o u t w ords o f w isdom , fo r y o u r eager brain . M ore 
than th a t  though , th is person  th rough  her/h is  great 
education and  train ing  was going to  inspire y o u  w ith 
brilliant rhe to ric , m eaty  organised speech, an d  th e ir  
obvious in te res t and  enthusiasm . Ah! W hat bliss ! W hat 
naivety ! N ow  a fte r  th e  long hou rs o f boring  lectures, 
of no tes w ith large b lanks because yo u  co u ld n ’t  qu ite  
hear w hat th e  le c tu rer was saying (o r realised y o u ’d been 
dozing fo r th e  last ten  m inutes), o f  no tes w ith  scrawl up 
the m argins from  a lec tu re  w hich had  been  all over the 
place, perhaps y o u ’ve begun to  w onder a b o u t th a t 
demagogue a t th e  f ro n t o f  th e  class.

Perhaps her/h is  h ea rt isn’t  com plete ly  in th is  lecturing 
business - perhaps th ey  really  have no idea o f  w hat 
they’re supposed  to  be doing !

C ongratu lations ! Y ou’re righ t ! Y our le c tu re r is 
probably e ith er bo red  (o r scared) s tiff  every tim e she/he 
gets up  in f ro n t o f y o u r class. Y ou have ju s t learned  one 
of th e  basic fac ts ab o u t th e  p osition  o f  academ ics in 
society and  th e  university . C on trary  to  p o p u la r op in ion , 
the p rim ary  job  o f lectu rers is n o t to  spread th e ir  vast 
knowledge to  th e  w ord-hungry  masses, b u t to  churn  
out articles and  experim en ts to  be rep o rted  in  obscure 
little m agazines and  journals.

B ut surely  th e  university , en tru s ted  w ith  m illions o f 
dollars o f  public  m oney  has th e  best in te rests  o f s tu d en t 
education a t h ea rt w hen appo in ting  lectu rers ? Alas, no. 
Join me briefly  fo r an  enlightening tale.

L ecturers, Professors, e tc. are ap p o in ted  m ainly  on 
the basis o f s ta tem en ts  by  referees. T he co n ten ts  o f 
these vary little  - giving accoun ts o f th e  successful w ork / 
research/w riting th a t X has done in a ce rta in  field. M ore 
than th e  co n ten ts , th e  id en tity  o f the  referee , if know n 
by those m aking th e  ap p o in tm en t, is usually  th e  m ost 
im portant criterion . (The in te rn a tio n a l o ld  boys 
network). R eferees very rarely  m ake any  m en tio n  o f 
teaching ab ility . U nlike b o th  p rim ary  and  secondary  
education, ne ither th e  G overnm ent nor th e  universities 
have any com pulso ry  teaching qualifica tion  w hatsoever 
for university  lecturers, although  expen d itu re  per s tu d en t 
is far higher here  th a n  any o th e r  area. The person  w ho is 
lecturing has p robab ly  never received any  in stru c tio n  
whatsoever in the  rud im en ts o f  clear speaking, b lack­
board w riting, well-organised speech, o r  sub jec t p re­
paration.

U nder th e  p resen t under-staffed  s tru c tu re , perhaps 
tutors and  lab d em onstra to rs  o ffe r the  best o p p o rtu n ity  
for real teach ing  and  s tu d e n t assistance a t  university . B ut 
their ap p o in tm en t system  is even worse. M ost tu to rs  or 
lab dem onstra to rs  are sen ior s tu d en ts  w ho are doing 
this w ork fo r ex tra  m oney. T here is very little  o th e r  w ork 
allowed fo r PhD studen ts . Som e stage III S T udents, in 
fact, m ust tak e  labs as p a rt o f th e ir  course. T hey  are 
often ap p o in ted  solely a t th e  d iscre tion  o f  th e  Head o f 
D epartm ent, and like lecturers have no com pulso ry  or 
even recom m ended  teach ing  qualifications. These are 
the people w ho are supposed  to  help s tu d en ts  w ith  the ir 
problems and  are th e  closest a s tu d e n t can com e to  
somebody in th e  university  staff, y e t again academ ic 
criteria appears to  be th e  on ly  ones. Need I go on ?

So we know  th a t  academ ic s ta ff  need n o t and 
generally do n o t, have any teach ing  skills w hen ap p o in t­
ed. But these th ings are hard  to  assess originally , anyw ay. 
Doesn’t th e  university  search o u t those w ho do show  
signs o f teaching ta len t and  m ake sure they  progress ?
Tut, tu t. Y ou’re show ing y o u r naivety  again. Y ou’ve 
forgotten th a t a university  isn’t  really  a p lace to  p roduce 
thinking hum an beings, b u t a place to  tu rn  o u t research 
docum ents to  sit in d usty  little  private lib ra r ie s ..

The m ain crite rion  fo r p ro m o tio n  w ith in  th e  univer­
sity academ ic s tru c tu re  is th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  said 
documents. T he pow ers th a t be m ake little  e f fo rt to  
assess th e  teach ing  ab ility  o f lecturers once th ey  are 
appointed, research once again is th e  m ost im p o rta n t 
factor and once again, th e  w elfare and fu tu re  o f s tuden ts  
comes o u t a t th e  b o tto m .

The fau lt does n o t necessarily lie w ith  lectu rers, 
however, b u t th e  system . O ften  th e ir  genuine in te rest is 
stifled by th e  research w ork expec ted  o f them . T h a t is 
where the m ajor fau lt lies. A nd a w holesale sh ift in 
university o rien ta tio n  is required .

Next week: H ow to  solve th e  problem s, o r, W hat do 
you m ean I can ’t  teach  ? I’ve go t a PhD.

A LL en tries fo r th is co m p etitio n  will be received by 
th e  end  o f th e  m o n th  - see below  fo r details.
Mural

A subm ission fo r designing and  pain ting  a m ural on  
th e  wall beh ind  th e  H ealth  F ood  C oun ter is required . A 
$50  cash prize will be aw arded  fo r th e  best execu ted  
design on  th e  wall, com p leted  by  O ctober 31, en tries to  
be su b m itted  to  th e  C atering Sub-C om m ittee by 
S ep tem ber 30 th .

C afeteria dining area
A design sketch-plan  w ith suggestions to  im prove th e  

la y o u t and  appeal to  th e  C afeteria g round  flo o r in te rio r 
is required . The cost to  im plem en t such a design should  
n o t exceed $5 ,000 . A $50  cash prize will be aw arded to  
the  best design accep ted  by  th e  Catering Sub-C om m ittee .

$5 cash prizes are being o ffe red  to  each o f  th e  best 
10 suggestions accep ted  by  th e  Catering Sub-C om m ittee 
fo r im proving th e  facilities and  services in th e  C afeteria 
th a t  w ould  u ltim ate ly  increase revenue.

C onditions
No m em bers o f  th e  Catering S ub-C om m ittee m ay 

subm it suggestions.
The judges’ (C atering S ub-C om m ittee) decision  is 

final and  no co rrespondence will be en te red  in to  regard­
ing any  subm ission.

SUB LETTIN G  FLA TS OR ROOMS DURING  
THE SUMMER VACATIO N

Each y ear th e  A ccom m odation  Office receives 
inquiries fro m  s tu d en ts  fro m  th e  so u th  and  som e A uck­
land s tu d en ts  fo r accom m odation  fo r all o r  p a r t o f the 
vacation. A nyone w ho w ould  like to  sub-let during this 
period  shou ld  give details to  th e  A ccom m odation  Officer, 
R oom  005 , B asem ent, Old A rts Building.

If y o u  wish to  o b ta in  vacation  accom m odation  in 
an o th e r U niversity c ity , y o u  shou ld  w rite to  the  local 
U niversity A ccom m odation  Officer.

•

AS WE A LL  KNOW CONTINUED

Ju s t in case th e re  is an y b o d y  a ro u n d  w ho justifies 
th e ir  dism issal o f C hristian ity  and  its claim s by appealing 
to  th e  h igher au th o rity  o f  science, we have organised  a 
panel on  “ C hristian ity  and  Science” . The panel consists 
o f th ree  Christian s ta ff  m em bers - Prof. B. Davis 
(C hem istry), Prof. G. Seber (M athem atics), an d  Prof.
P. Spedding (Engineering).

Com e along arm ed  w ith  y o u r devastating questions to  
Physics G 20 (Physics L.T. No. 1) Wed 28 S ep tem ber a t 
1 pm .

EV A N G ELICA L UNION 

CHIPS WITH EV ER YTH IN G

M ONDAY
Ham  S teak & Pineapple; Beef C urry & Rice; Sw eet o f 
the Day.
TU ESD A Y
Steak & K idney Pie, M acaroni Cheese w ith H am ; Sw eet 
o f th e  Day.
W EDNESDAY
C hicken Vol aux  V on t; Poached Fish w ith M ornay 
Sauce; Sw eet o f th e  Day.
TH U R SD A Y
Grilled Lam b Chops; Beef Ja rd inere ; Sw eet o f  th e  Day. 
FR ID A Y
Fried Fish & Chips; Sw eet o f th e  Day.

DOPES

The AU NO RM L group will be holding a m eeting  in 
the  W om ens C om m on R oom  a t lunch  tim e o n  W ednesday. 
The purpose o f  th is m eeting  is to  ap p o in t su itab le  persons 
to  be responsible fo r running  o f the society  n ex t year 
and  to  begin advanced p lanning fo r p roposed  extensive 
activ ites during O rien ta tion . All fiends suppo rters , and 
even enem ies prov ided  they  are nice and  p o lite  ab o u t it, 
are invited  to  a tten d .

CO FFEE BAR

This is open  all w eekends o f th e  th ird  te rm , Saturdays 
and  Sundays from  9 am  to  4 pm  serving sandw iches, 
cakes, pies and  yogurts as well as coffee and  fru it drinks.

RESTAURANT LICEN SED

Patrons m ay now  “ bring th e ir  o w n ” w ine o r beer. 
T here is no  corkage fee and  no glass hire charge, 
a lthough  wine glasses will be h ired  a t 5c each. A 
corkscrew  will be supplied , and  th e  superb  selection  
o f foods is available a t th e  sam e low  prices th ro u g h o u t 
this term .

M alaysian Socialist Review  is a jou rnal in te rested  
particu larly  in S ou th  East A sian politics. I t is p u t o u t by 
a group o f  M alaysian s tu d en ts  residen t in A ustralia. Over 
the year o f its ex istence it  has been th e  cen tre  o f  a large 
am oun t o f  con troversy . Peter G leeson o f th e  Y oung 
Socialists and  A U SA ’s In te rn a tio n a l A ffairs O fficer will 
be looking a t w hy M alaysian Socialist Review cam e in to  
existence and  th e  role it can  play.

1 pm  T uesday S ep tem ber 27 E xecutive L ounge.

H ELEN DEE

The Socialist A ction League is running  H elen Dee fo r 
th e  H ospital B oard to  h ighlight th e  repressive n a tu re  o f 
th e  Royal Com m ission legislation . She is calling on  th e  
A uckland H ospital Board to  com e o u t clearly  against th is 
legislation. Her cam paign is also h ighlighting the  racist 
n a tu re  o f  th e  p resen t h ea lth  services such as the  lack  o f  
paid in te rp re te rs  and  th e  generally  ru ndow n  cond itions 
as exem plified  by  th e  lack  o f facilities fo r ch ildren .

Helen Dee will be speaking a t a fo ru m  organised by 
the Y oung Socialists a t 1 p m  T hursday  S ep tem ber 29 in 
th e  E xecutive Lounge.

MORUROA MON AMOUR

M oruroa M on A m our - F rench  C olonialism  and 
N uclear T esting  in th e  S ou th  Pacific, a ta lk  by  Bengt 
D anielsson and  M arie-Therese D anielsson will be 
p resen ted  on  W ednesday, S ep tem ber 28 in th e  
M aidm ent T hea tre  a t 8 pm . T here will be no charge 
fo r adm ission. N ex t w eek’s CRACCUM  will fea tu re  an 
interview  w ith  these tw o  specialists on  th e  cu ltu re  and 
h isto ry  o f E astern  Polynesia.

AM NESTY IN TERN ATIO N AL
T here will be a m eeting  th is  Tuesday S ep tem ber 27 

a t 47 W akefield St, a t 7 .45 . A ny enquiries to  Paul R o b ­
ertson 874503 , o r A m nesty  In t., 558878 .

•

PU ZZLE SOLUTIONS 
From P.19
CROSSW ORD

ACROSS: 1 G o, 3 Sly, 5 Ai, 7 A rk, 9 Inn , 10 N atal,
13 A far, 15 Ills, 17 T om , 19 L o t, 21 All, 23 Ogre,
24 U nto , 26 E lephants.

DOWN: 1 Gaza, 2 Or, 4 L et, 5 An, 6 Inks, 8 K na(ve),
9 111, 11 A rt, 12 Aim 14 Flog, 16 L ilt, 18 On, 19 Love, 
20 Tree, 21 A non, 22 Loss, 25 R.H.

NAME TH O SE WHO PR A Y ED

1 H annah, 2 Jacob , 3 M anoah, 4 S o lom on, 5 David,
6 A braham .

LET US SING

1 Christians aw ake, salu te th e  h appy  m orn
2 H ark ! th e  herald  angels sing
3 I t cam e u p o n  th e  m idnigh t clear
4 The firs t N ow ell th e  angel did say
5 Angels, from  th e  realm s o f  G lory
6 Softly  th e  n ight is sleeping
7 As w ith gladness m en o f old
8 Away in a m anger, no  crib  fo r a bed
9 O com e, all ye fa ith fu l
10 O little  tow n  o f B ethlehem
11 Brightest and  best o f th e  sons o f  th e  m orning
12 Once, in royal David’s c ity

Sits Vac
SU B-EXEX

N om inations are now  o pen  fo r th e  sub-executive posi­
tions o f  E nvironm ental A ffairs O fficer and  Social C on­
tro ller. N om ina tion  form s are available fro m  Studass and 
close w ith th e  A ssociation  Secretary  on T uesday 4 
O ctober 1977 a t 5 p.m . C andidates will be requ ired  to  
a tten d  the SRC m eeting to  be held  on W ednesday 5 
O ctober 1977 in th e  SRC L ounge a t 1 p.m .

A U DIO -VISU AL COM M ITTEE
N om inations are now  o pen  fo r th e  p o sitio n  o f  AUSA 

represen tative on  A ud io v isu a l C om m ittee  o f  Senate. 
N om ination  fo rm s are available from  S tudass and  close 
w ith the A ssociation  Secretary  on T hursday  29 Sep tem ber 
1977  a t 5 p .m . C andidates m ust have com ple ted  the  
equivalent o f  tw o  y ea rs’ fu ll-tim e course w ork  and  will 
be requ ired  to  a tte n d  th e  E xecutive M eeting to  be held 
th a t evening in th e  C ouncil R oom , g round  floo r, S tu d en ts’ 
A ssociation a t 6 .50  pm . >,CHRIS G O SLING
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 6 Footlights
PO ETRY READING  
LEWIS E. SCOTT 
L IT T L E  TH EA TRE

P O ETR Y  has becom e a universal language - it can  be 
w ritten  by alm ost anyone - b u t good p o e try  requires 
m ore - m ust live, it m ust be fe lt - and  som e very good 

pieces were heard  in th e  K enneth  M aidm ent T hea tre  last 
Tuesday 13 th  a t the reading o f  Lewis E. S co tt.

S co tt is an A fro-A m erican w ho has fough t in V ietnam , 
travelled the  w orld, and  now  w rites from  his hom e in 
W ellington. He describes his arm y life as n e ith e r choice 
nor avoidance. He h ad n ’t  th o u g h t m uch a b o u t th e  
m orality  o f  the  war.

“ I did th in k  th a t, although  I was her d arkest son, I 
w ould fight fo r A m erica because a t th a t tim e I believed 
in M artin L u th e r King’s dream  o f a u n ited  n a tio n .”

B ut th en  King was m urdered , and  w hen S co tt re tu rn ­
ed  to  A m erica, no th ing  had  changed. He still had to  keep 
his cool w hen a cop called h im  “ b o y ” o r “ nigger” .

I t is perhaps th is w hich has sparked o ff  his b itte rness 
o f th e  Black A m ericans’ way o f life in w hat he calls 
“ A m erica - a wall o f  w hites.”  B ut i t ’s easy to  get carried  
aw ay on a Racial consciousness kick w here b lack and 
w hite roles are reversed and S co tt o ften  slides tow ard  a 
very m ilitan t b lack A m erican a ttitu d e . H ow ever, th is 
seems balanced by his o ften  very moving pleas fo r peace 
and  h a rm o n y .

F or his is the w ork o f th e  Black M an-Child o f A m erica 
— he speaks fo r th e  dead, fo r th e  “ nigger” , fo r all w ho 
crY> fo r those w ho do  n o t - one poem  is app ro p ria te ly  
titled  “ I bin there  ch ild” .

O ften  hum orous, his w ords are also b lu n t, strong , 
and very, very em otive. Like th e  “ s ta rs ’n ’str ip es” 
b o u rbon  he p ro ffered  backstage, they  are a hard  k ick in 
a to o  o ften  com placen t stom ach , perhaps best fe lt in th e  
follow ing;

W atch a flam e and  candle 
Take tw o  fingers
Hold th em  closely ro u n d  th e  flam e 
L et th e  pain linger ju st fo r a m om en t 
o r b e tte r  y e t  -
Until the  w hole body  feels th e  pain 
Take th e  tw o  b u rn t fingers

p u t th e  flam e o u t
You have ju st been in troduced
To the firs t m om en t o f  being a Black Man

I t  is d ifficu lt, w hen listening to  th is so rt o f  p o e try , 
n o t to  becom e em otiona lly  involved w ith it. No one in 
the audience could  rem ain  unm oved, I know  I fe lt it.

Lewis E. S co tt is po ten tia lly  one o f  o u r  bes t m odern  
m ale po e ts  and  any fu tu re  readings will be well w orth  
a ttend ing .

TO N Y  M ATTSON

TH E C H E R R Y  O RC HA RD  
CH EKHOV
T H EA T R E  CO R PO R A TE

CHEKH O V  S great plays m ake trem endous dem ands on 
th e ir  ac to rs. I t is p robab ly  only  th e  rare  perfo rm ance 
w hich cap tu res everything. I t  says m uch  fo r T hea tre  
C o rporate  th a t th e ir  “ C herry O rchard” succeeds so well.

One could  p o in t to  a n um ber o f  th ings w hich did n o t 
seem  com pletely  satisfying. T he p lay  is n o t a com edy  in th e  
sense th a t every o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  laugh ter shou ld  be 
exp lo ited , and  it is a p ity  th a t  som e o f  th e  p a th o s , som e o f 
th e  wry hu m o u r go t lo st o r subm erged. R anyevskaia is m ore 
th an  a foolish , generous, charm ing w om an. She m ust have a 
noble innocence as well if  we are to  believe, as we m ust, in 
th e  inev itab ility  o f  th e  ou tcom e o f  the p lay . These ex tra  
qualities cou ld  have com e th rough  m ore strongly . V ery old 
m en se ldom  seem  righ t on  the  stage w hen p layed  by  y oung  
m en. Here was no  excep tion .

These are sm all reservations. The characters w ere all fine 
studies. Som e o f th em , n o tab ly  T rofim ov and  Y epihodov, 
are so ex trao rd inarily  R ussian as to  have no  ready  parallels 
in o n e ’s ow n experience, b u t th ey  w ere all nevertheless 
perfec tly  credible, and th e  tensions and  in te rac tio n  am ong 
th em  were fo rcefu lly  realised. I liked th e  sim ple se t w ith  its 
air o f  q u ie t elegance, and  th e  music seem ed ju s t righ t. Less 
successful w ere th e  unconvincing off-stage noises.

This is a fine and  moving perfo rm ance a b o u t w hich m uch 
cou ld  be said. If  a com pany  stands o r falls on  C hekhov, th en  
th is p ro d u c tio n  by R aym ond  H aw thorne hard ly  falters.

PH IL IP  M ACDIARM ID

FE S T IV A L DEBATE

Wit and  logic - th e  tw o errors o f c rea tion  - have been 
used in Festival D ebates to  provide an ever-increasing 
supply  o f  en te r ta in m en t fo r s tu d en ts  and th e  general 
public . This y ea r the  A uckland D ebating A ssociation 
hopes to  heigh ten  thses too ls o f  th e  deb a te r in th e  Town 
Hall on F riday S ep tem ber 3 0 th  a t 8 .15 pm . U nder the 
C hairm anship  o f David Lange (M.P. fo r M angere), 
A uckland  and  N ew Zealand will each vie fo r audience 
su p p o rt on  th e  top ic  th a t “ O bscenity  is in th e  M ind o f 
the  B eholder” .

R epresen ting  A uckland are Evan H aora, D ietland 
R oo ts and  Paul O’Sullivan, w hilst th e ir  o p p o n en ts , NZ., 
will be led  by Jam es Y oung w ith J im  H opkins and  Jo h n  
Milne.

T ickets m ay be b o ugh t on  th e  evening from  th e  Town 
Hall b u t are cu rren tly  on  sale from  the  A uckland  Festival 
O ffice, His M ajesty’s A rcade, fo r $2  (D iscount fo r parties 
o f 10  or m ore).

Festival D ebates depend  on  y o u r  co n tin u ed  suppo rt.
If  w it and  logic are to  rem ain  th en  a loyal aud ience is 
needed  to  enjoy these arts  o f  debating .

J.S.

Dooniasha, the parlourmaid (Judy Gibson) 
cries as her attentions are spurned by Yasha 
(Chris White) in ‘The Cherry Orchard’.

✓
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SECONDARY
TEACHING

GRADUATING?
APPLY NOW FOR THE 1 YEAR 

GRADUATE COURSE (1978)
F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M S  A N D  F U R T H E R  D E T A I L S  C O N T A C T :

G u y  N ash  o r D ian e  F in la y  

U n iv e rs it y  C a re e rs  and  A p p o in tm e n t s  O f f ic e  

P h o n e  74 -7 4 G  e x t  6 3 2

O R

H e a th e r  M a cd o n a ld  

A u c k la n d  E d u c a t io n  B o a rd  

P h o n e  3 1 -5 6 9

Simon Lewi 
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LAST
LINERS
Simon Lewis 

TW ENTY-THREE

Lessons o f  real subjects. T he ro o m  was very sm all and 
was inside his head. He sw itched  on  th e  ligh t and  the 
grey o f  m orning re trea ted  to  hover m istily above th e  
grass. He was th e  firs t person  there . A little  w orld  o f 
objects lay sh rouded  in sleep. He alone was uncovered.
His fee t a lm ost in  co n tac t, w ith  th e  floor, w ere insu lated  
by th e  shoes w hich f itte d  so w arm ly. His fingers though  
were separate  and  tingling to  touch . E very th ing  slep t 
so nakedly  th a t he d id  n o t w ant to  in tru d e , i t  was 
enough to  be in th e  room , and  fu rth e r  he w ou ld  lose the  
centre if he m oved. T hen  he b roke  th e  spell o f  dom inance 
by reaching b o th  hands o u t and  grasping th e  bank  o f 
heated  pipes along th e  wall. His fingers began to  ache 
from  th e  co n tac t, and  th e  flood  o f pa in  fro m  th e  head 
established a d istance to  th e  edge o f  his body . In  th is 
way school began.

He ran  his fingers over his skull. His fingers fo u n d  it, 
surprisingly h ard  and  ro u n d ed  and  to o  sm all. He to o k  
care o f  sm all th ings th a t were alive. He b rea th ed  in to  his . 
hands. His m o u th  sm elled like R o to rua , b u t nice. An 
overpow ering v ita lity  w hich he cou ld  n o t claim . The 
raw edged sw eetness o f a grow ing th ing . In  th e  end  I had 
to leave, y o u  were m ore beau tifu l th an  me.

I t  s ta rted  to  ra in  ou tside  and  he  cou ld  see peop le  
approach th rough  it. T hey filte red  in to  th e  w arm  class­
room , dripping w et. T hey  w ere to o  o ld  to  go to  school, 
they w ere all adu lts  and  perfec tly  p ro p o rtio n ed , b u t to o  
small. Had he com e to  a n igh t class fo r dw arfs ? T hey 
appeared to ta lly  unconcerned  though  to o  self-confiden t, 
gathering in to  little  kno ts and  ch a tte ring  like school 
children, o r w arm ing them selves by sitting  o n  th e  hea te r, 
the ir legs dangling. O ccasionally one w ould tu rn  and  
glance a t h im  w ith unconscious hostility . He knew  th a t 
they were a t war w ith th e ir  bodies and  all th e  w orld , 
though only  th e ir  eyes b e tray ed  them . A nd a fist here 
and th e re  k n o tte d  in in n o cen t fru s tra tio n . He could  now  
see th e  d is tinc tion  betw een  th e ir  childlike moving bodies 
and th e ir  repressed anim al heads. T hey appeared  p arti­
cularly m ean in  p rofile , th e  backs o f  th e ir  heads rising 
straight up  fro m  th e ir  necks. The Chinese used to  b ind 
the fee t o f girl children . I t  becam e ap p a ren t th a t  all th e  
teachers were sick.

N ow  som e o f  th e m  began rum m aging in th e ir  pocke ts, 
drawing o u t pre-rolled cigarettes and  p u ttin g  th em  in to  
their m ouths. One fellow , a dark  one w ith a beard , w alk­
ed up  to  th e  b lackboard  and  w ro te  on  it  in childish 
script “ The best way to  solve th e  teacher shortage is to  
create a pupil sho rtage .”  th en  le ft th e  ro o m  by clim bing 
through th e  w indow . L aud fe lt unco m fo rtab le  and  was 
thinking o f laughter, b u t none o f th e  o thers was 
laughing. A red  lipped  w om an to o k  courage and  ran  to  
the board , w ro te clum sily  “ T he re tu rn ed  servicem en are 
still pissing dow n from  C anada” . T h a t was q u ite  w itty  
Laud fe lt, th is  tim e everyone sto p p ed  ta lk ing  and  gazed 
at th e  creature . “ Do yo u  w an t any th ing  m ore in th e  way 
of new s ? ” Forgetting  to  nod  they  tu rn ed  back  to  the ir 
groups and  resum ed the  ch a tte r.

T here was a knock  o n  th e  d o o r and  a nurse peered  in. 
She was fu lly  grow n and  a frilly  cap, w hite, to p p e d  h er 
beefy face. “ Who w ants to  be firs t ? ”  she asked. Im m ed­
iately a queue fo rm ed  w ith its head  a t th e  doo r, ab o u t 
half th e  people in th e  ro o m  were in it. Of course Laud 
did n o t join. He was afraid  o f th e  nurse. T im e passed 
and slow ly th e  classroom  em ptied . L aud decided  it  was 
the m om ent to  leave. He ran  to  th e  w indow  and w ith 
great d ifficu lty  clim bed up  o n to  the  sill. E verybody 
agreed w ith me. We w ould leave h im  there .

Last Liners was p roduced  as a L iterary  S upp lem en t 
for A.U.S.A. 1977 by Sim on Lewis, w ith help  from  
Richard Lello and  th e  s ta ff o f Craccum . My thanks to  
Vicki fo r her illustrations, to  David Parkyn and  Sally fo r 
their enthusiasm , and to  C hristian M artin o f th e  L iterary  
Society. The best o f flo tsam  to  n ex t years captains.

But fo r th is strange b rouhaha o f last liners, in fo rm a­
tion raincoats, wild colonials, fam ous an tibod ies - the 
trick is n o t to  say to o  m uch.
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U N TITLED GU ILIAN O VA

A nd learn t to  budget 
E m otion  fo r a w orking week.
I m ade it  to  the city  
A nd i t  m ade me.

R eturn ing , back to  w hat was hom e,
I find  no  haunting .
Over th e  years,
Dredging has changed th e  cu rren ts ,
A nd th e  tide reveals
Bare sandfla ts fo r th e  gleaner’s w in te r sun. 
The fish are few er,
A nd the  clouds
Seem  uneasy in th e ir  ten u re  o f  th e  sky.

Jon Adams

Above th e  grey h arb o u r
as the a fte rn o o n  gathers its shadow s
w om en in d irty  aprons
w ait fo r th e  boats  to  com e in.
W atching th e  m ist com e dow n
from  th e  m oun ta ins
and  th e  w hite houses d isappear
from  sight,
th ey  wring th e ir  hands anxiously  
w ondering w hether, som ew here 
beyond  th e  curve o f th e  sea 
the re  is a s to rm  rising.

The years are negotiable 
F or a k ind  o f m a tu rity ,
B ut th a t  long trip  hom e
Is one th ing  experience can ’t  buy.

MOTO EKE, TH E WIND IS C A LLIN G  YOU  

! Brett Schneideman

A cloud
j is sain ting  a m oun ta in .

Three a tten d a n ts  
stand  nervously by, 
ready to  ho ld  h im  dow n 
if he scream s.
T hen they  scatter.

A foal is sleeping 
in the m eadow .

I M ountains are sleeping 
j in the distance, 
j The foal tw itches 
j her legs.
| The m oun ta ins tw itch  
! the ir legs.
| The foal is a stone.

| A w hite b u tte rfly , 
j d runk  on  dust, 

staggers dow n th e  road.
An old p lough, unused, 
lies by th e  road.
Yellow flow ers 
are decorating  it.

The cornfields are crying.
All th e  tribes 
o f Judah  are gathered.
G od is reading th em  a lesson, 

j The w ind is com fo rting  them .

L ater, m aking m y way dow n, 
am ong the  rocks, against th e  sky, 
th e  firs t b o a t beaches.
The w om en stab  dow n the  stones
o n to  th e  sand
cha tte ring  like geese,
poking and  pecking beside the  nets,
th e ir  husbands tu rn ing  and  tw isting
w ith  th e  catch .
R etu rn ing  dow n th e  so litary  stree ts 
to  th e  Cafe w ith  its peeling walls 
and  dusty  lam ps, listening to  th e  ra in ­
th ink ing  o f  sum m er 
I hear doors close - 
the  squelch o f  fisherm en’s boots.

T here is no  tim e fo r strangers here 
A lone dog sniffs a t m y feet.

SONG OF THIS EVEN IN G

Sue Stover

T onigh t I ce lebra te
the  walls betw een  people
the  m ilky rape o f  na tu re ,
the gray ness o f  choice,
the haugh ty  spines o f laughter.

I w ould ce lebrate 
the  clock  on th e  w indow sill, 
b u t I am  afraid  if I to u ch  it 
it will s to p  running.

I will w atch  and  wait.

TH E SOUND OF CA R  HORNS JUST 
AMBER CONES

R. Von Sturmer

B etw een th e  red  and  th e  orange
She fell th rough
Passing
T he spinal co rd  o f  tim e 
Parting
Deep w aters o f  th e  b lind  
To a  w indow  
W hich o ffe red  every view 
To a garden
W here wild em o tions grew 
To a lover
Who was all her lovers 
A ske le ton  o f  delight 
A nd th ey  danced  
A dance o f  co lours 
W hirling p a tte rn s/su n s in fligh t

A w ind mill 
Became an  eye lid 
Becam e a ligh t house 
Becam e th e  b lue m ist 
T h a t she w ore 
On h er b reast 
Like a  flow er 
A nd h er lover 
C u t him self
So th e  sky w ould b leed /
Bleed th e  n ight 
N ight o f  th a t w ind 
Wind fro m  th e  heart

The full m oon enlarged 
Like a pupil d ilating  
Excavating th e  earth  
T hey discovered traces 
Of a g iant smile 
A nd the toys we each fo rge t/
When she cracked  o pen  an  egg 
T here appeared  a b lack y o lk  
With all th e  stars inse t

As m olecules m ateria lized  
T hrough th e  walls 
She stepped  ou tside 
To w atch th e  cells divide 
Sperm atazoa 
Seethed across th e  sky 
B eyond
The b lu rred  b loa ted  êye
Of th e  in fin ite
Began to  w ater
A very heavy drop
A nd as th e  rain  h it h e r w indscreen
She s ta red  past th e  w ipers
S teered  in to  grey traffic  stream s

She had  fallen back
B etw een th e  orange an d  th e  green

a ■

VICKI SMILLIE



When th e  boy  cam e along w alking across th e  p layground  
with his hands in his pocke ts, kicking his shoes over the  
asphalt and  saw  th e  w allet lying on  th e  g round , he 
reached dow n and  p icked  it  up . T here w asn’t  m uch 
money in it, on ly  a few  dollars, it belonged to  th e  boy  
who sat n e x t to  h im  in  m aths. He p u t th e  m oney  in to  
his p o ck e t and  d ropped  th e  w allet in to  one o f  those 
grating th ings th ey  have on  th e  side o f  th e  ro ad  by  the  
kerb, th a t  th e  w ater runs dow n. I t  m ade a splash as it  
fell in. T he w ater cam e up and w et th e  socks th a t 
wrinkled dow n ro u n d  his ankles. T he w allet fell righ t 
through th e  w ater w hen it  m ade th a t  splash, th e n  it 
came up  again opening o u t th e  s tre tch ing  itse lf across 
the surface. He s to p p ed  and  p icked  up som e stones th a t 
lay loosely sca tte red  a b o u t and  d ro p p ed  th e m  slow ly 
one a t a tim e o n to  th e  w allet un til it sudden ly  fo lded  
itself in  th e  m iddle and  slipped q u ie tly  back. I t  d id n ’t  
come up  again. He w aited  to  see if i t  w ould  b u t it  d id n ’t. 
Not then . Turning aw ay q u ite  casually he m ade body  
contact w ith som ebody  stand ing  beside h im . I t  was 
Gordon Sloane. G ordon  looked  a t h im  sm iling, th en  he 
walked away. T he boy  p u t his hands in to  his pocke ts 
and calling to  a dog th a t  w asn’t  th e re  “ Here b o y ,” he 
sauntered o ff  tak ing  his hands o u t o f  his p o ck e ts  and 
picking up m ore stones s ta rted  th row ing  them . He caught 
the dog th a t  w asn’t  there  beh ind  th e  ear and  kicked it 
when it cam e up  cringing and  dragging its belly  and 
back legs on  th e  ground , and  sw ishing its ta il fro m  side 
to side.

Just ro u n d  th e  co rner were th e  shops, som e dow n one 
side o f  th e  road  and  som e dow n th e  o th e r, w ith  lo ts  o f 
kids ou tside th e  takeaw ay  bar. S low  day a f te r  school 
with kids buying chips in paper bags from  th e  takeaw ay 
place, eating  th em  and  th row ing  th e  bags aw ay fo r th e  
wind to  p ick  up  and  b low  in to  peo p le ’s gardens. The boy  
spent th e  m oney  o n  chips and  cigarettes and som e o f the  
kids w ent hom e w ith  h im , eating  and  sm oking as they  
walked dow n fla t stree ts w ith  f la t law ns and  fla t houses 
on e ither side. T he girl w ho lived n ex t d o o r w alked 
beside h im  and  he looked  a t  h er fro m  u nder eyelids 
which he low ered  across his eyes. W hen th e y  reached  
his house he sen t th em  off. He w ou ldn’t  le t th e m  com e 
inside. A nd th e y  looked  a t h im  befo re  th ey  le f t w ith  
eyes shining as if  to  say th ey  knew  w hy. He th rew  a few  
stones along th e  road , bending  his b o d y  backw ards lif t­
ing one fo o t o ff  th e  g round  le ttin g  th e  s tones spin  o u t o f 
his hand  and  jum p  dow n th e  stree t.

As soon  as he opened  the  do o r he knew  th a t  his m o the r 
had been drinking again. A nd she had  been  sick. He w ent 
into h er ro o m  and  she was ly ing on  th e  bed  w ith  her 
clothes pu lled  up  and  there  was sick on  th e  flo o r and  in 
her hair and  th e re  was th a t m an lying on  th e  flo o r w here 
he had  ro lled  o ff  th e  bed. He w en t in to  th e  lounge w hich 
had a chair and  a TV  se t and  he  co u ld n ’t  sit on  th e  chair 
as it was full o f  b o ttles  and  th ings so he pushed  all th e  
things th a t  were on th e  flo o r over to  th e  wall and  sa t 
down to  w atch  th e  TV. A fter a w hile th e  sm ell from  his 
mother’s ro o m  m ade h im  feel sick so he  got up  and  w ent 
outside. The girl n ex t d o o r called o u t, com e on  over, he 
went in to  a house w ith  wall to  wall ca rp e t in every room , 
lovely fu rn itu re  and  th e  beds n o t m ade and  th e  dishes 
not done. Her m o th e r w asn’t  hom e from  w ork  an d  her 
sister was getting  d inner ready  in  th e  k itchen . She to o k  
him in to  her ro o m  th a t had  p in k  w allpaper w ith  flow ers 
blooming all over i t  and  cu rta ins th a t  m atched  th e  bed­
spread th a t  lay on  th e  floor. O n th e  desk th e y  had  given 
her so th a t she cou ld  do her hom ew ork  qu ie tly  in  her 
own room , was a tran s is to r and  a reco rd  p layer. She p u t 
on a reco rd  and  lay o n  th e  bed  w ith the floral sheet 
falling o ff  th e  floral innerspring m attress and  looked  a t  
him w ith h e r m o u th  open , tongue touch ing  h e r lips. He 
lay on  to p  o f her and  p u t his hand  u p  her p an ts  and  dug 
his fingers in m aking her yell. Her sister cam e in and  
yelled, “ S top  th a t  y o u  d irty  b itc h .”
He go t up  an d  w en t ou tside, w histling w ith his hands in 
his: pockets. He fo u n d  som ebody’s ca t an d  tied  it  up  in a 
tree.

Later he w en t hom e and  his fa th e r was th e re , w ith  his 
belt in his h and  h ittin g  his m o th e r over th e  h ead  and 
around th e  body  and  legs and  w hen he cam e in his fa the r 
started to  h it him . His m o th e r go t up  and  ran  o ff  and  got 
a broom  and  sm ashed every w indow  in  th e  house  scream ­
ing “ He’s killing m y boy , h e ’s killing m y b o y .”  T hen  his 
father s to p p ed  h ittin g  h im  an d  ran  a fte r  her, h ittin g  h er 
with th e  belt u n til she sh u t up. A fter th a t  he w en t fo r 
the boy again and th e  boy  lay on  th e  floo r an d  cringed 
like the  dog th a t  w asn’t  there .

The nex t day th e  head  called h im  up.
“We know  y o u  to o k  th e  m oney  from  th e  w allet, y o u  
were seen .”
The w allet was lying o n  the  tab le  in fro n t o f  h im .
“You did tak e  it  d idn ’t  y o u ? ”
“No I d idn ’t . ”
“Don’t  lie, y o u  were seen .”
Then he got the  cane and  a w arning.
“You’ve go t a bad  reco rd . The n ex t th ing  fo r  y o u  is 
expulsion.”

When he w ent o u t in to  th e  p layground  he saw G ordon  
smiling a t h im . He w ent fo r h im  like a tiger, grabbing 
him round  th e  neck w ith  his hands, forcing his thum bs 
down in to  his th ro a t, pushing h im  to  th e  g round  w here 
he lay beneath  h im  eyes ready  to  pop , tongue sticking 
out, arms and  legs going like hands on  a d rum . The boy

The boy 
who

wasn’t
there

Patricia Mountfort
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k ep t his hands ro u n d  his fa th e r’s th ro a t, lifting  and 
strik ing  th e  head  dow n, lifting  and  strik ing  dow n, w hile 
b lack baboons cam e o u t from  beh ind  s tu n ted  tree  tru n k s 
an d  show ed th e ir  te e th , bea t th e ir  chests w ith  closed 
fists and  th rew  th ings th rough  th e  air. The o th e r  kids 
scream ed and  ran  ab o u t, teachers cam e rush ing  up. T hey 
dragged h im  aw ay and  gave G ordon  m o u th  to  m ou th . 
Som eone to o k  h im  and  locked  h im  in  a room .

He d idn ’t  stay  th e re  very long though  as it was q u ite  easy 
to  get o u t th e  w indow  and slip aw ay, w hile everyone was 
busy w ith  G ordon , calling a d o c to r, ta lk ing  ab o u t w hat 
had  h appened  and  fo rge tting  to  ring th e  bell th a t 
sum m oned  th e  pupils back  to  th e ir  classes.

Mr R andall one o f  th e  teachers never locked  his car and 
to d ay  he  had  le ft th e  keys inside, so th e  boy  drove o ff  
w ith o u t anyone seeing h im . He w en t to  see if  th e  girl 
nex t d o o r was a t hom e because he h a d n ’t  seen h e r a t 
school and  w hen he go t there  he sa t o u t in th e  car to o t­
ing th e  h o rn  an d  she cam e o u t giggling and  saying ‘Is th a t 
y o u  ? W hat have y o u  go t th e re  eh ?”
A nd he said, “ com e on , ho p  in .”
W hen she was in  he said “ ju s t a  m in u te” an d  w en t inside 
his house and  cam e o u t w ith h is arm s full o f  bo ttles  
w hich he p u t in th e  back  seat o f th e  car.
T hey drove o ff  to  one  o f those beaches and  fo u n d  a 
secluded sp o t in th e  sand  dunes. This tim e no  one cam e 
and  scream ed w hen he lay  on to p  o f h e r and  she said 
“y o u ’ve go t lovely legs S tan ”  and  th en  th ey  d rank  th e  
beer.

I t  was w hen th e y  w ere driving back  th a t  th ey  had the 
crash. He was alright, th e  o the rs  w eren’t  b u t he was 
alright.

“ T h at was w hen he was 1 5 .” his social w orker said. “ Of 
course th a t w asn’t  th e  beginning, th e  beginning was 
w hen he was e igh t.”

His m o th e r  was standing  o n  th e  f ro n t do o r sto p  in h er 
p re tty  n igh tie w ith h e r p re tty  golden hair falling round  
h e r shoulders, calling to  h im . “ Com e here S tan ley , com e 
here  darling, I d o n ’t  w ant y o u  to  play o u t there . “ A m an 
spoke to  me. He gave m e som e sw eets. He w an ted  m e to  
help  h im  find  som eth ing .”
“ D on’t  take  sw eets fro m  strangers.”  his m o th e r said 
lifting  th e  cigarette  to  h er red , red , lips and  draw ing in 
th e  sm oke.
T hen  she le t th e  sm oke d r if t  o u t her m o u th  and  tu rn ed  
and w ent inside.

She w ould  lie in  bed  m ost days, som etim es getting  up  
befo re  his fa th e r cam e in to  p repare  th e  d inner.
Or som etim es she w ould  get up  and  p u t on  a  dress she 
h a d n ’t  w ashed and  ring fo r a tax i and  com e back  w ith 
a b row n  paper bag full o f  bo ttles . T hen  she w ould  s ta rt 
laughing. T here were th e  days w hen she cam e back w ith 
th e  b lack gone o u t o f  h e r hair and  a  m an w ith  her. He 
alw ays w en t ou tside and p layed  then . He d id n ’t  always 
go to  school and  she d id n ’t  m ind , she go t h im  to  clear 
th e  house , laughing a t  h im  and  kissing h im  and  ty ing  an 
ap ro n  w ith  frills on  it  around  his waist.

“ T h a t’s righ t, darling, clean up  th e  house fo r m um m y, 
we d o n ’t  w ant D addy to  be cross w hen he com es hom e 
do we ?”
W hen he p layed  o u t in  th e  s tree t th e  m an cam e and  ta lk ­
ed  to  h im  and  she cam e ou tside  in  h e r dressing gown

w ith the  d irty  spo ts  dow n th e  f ro n t and  called o u t 
“ S tan ley” . TTie m an looked  a t h er from  beh ind  his car 
and le t the  b rea th  com e o u t th rough  his te e th .

One day he d id n ’t  com e hom e fro m  school till very late. 
She d id n ’t  say any th ing .
She was asleep.
He w ent and  lay o n  his bed. His fa th e r  cam e in and 
s ta rted  to  co o k  th e  d inner, th e n  he cam e to  S tan ley ’s 
ro o m  and said,
“ W hat’s up  m ate , y o u  c ro o k  o r som eth ing?”
He was sick over th e  bed  and  said “ I t h u r ts .”  His fa th e r 
was puzzled . “ W hat does m atey , y o u  g o tta  pa in  o r som e­
th ing  ? Show  D ad.” B u t he w ou ldn ’t  show  h im  and  ran  
to  th e  to ile t and  tr ied  to  use it  and  s ta rted  to  scream  
and  his fa th e r cam e running  in an d  looked  an d  said 
“ Jesus C hrist.”
His fa the r ran  in to  his m others ro o m  and  tr ied  to  w ake 
h er strik ing h er again and  again across th e  face saying 
“ G et up  y o u  b itch , lo o k  w h at’s h appened  w hile y o u ’ve 
been boozing y o u r  head  off. My so n ’s been  in te rfe red  
w ith .”  B u t she ju s t d ro p p ed  b ack  in to  th e  b ed  and  his 
fa the r h it  h e r again. He saw  h im  h it  h e r w hen he cam e 
in to  th e  ro o m  w ith  his b lood-sta ined  p an ts  in his hand .
“ I’ll get a d o c to r  son , d o n ’t  y o u  w orry  I’ll get a docto r.
He s ta rted  ringing and  som eone answ ered. “ S end  som e­
one o u t here  righ t now . I d o n ’t  care th is  is an  em ergency, 
m y k id ’s been  go t a t. She was alw ays like th a t, th e  d rink  
and  th e  m en, on ly  I d id n ’t  know , no one  w ou ld  te ll m e 
w ould  they . A lw ays ta lk ing  ab o u t th e  posh  schools they  
all w en t to . Well y o u ’d b e tte r  get o ff  y o u r  arse and  get 
o u t here o r I ’ll have th e  cops o n to  y o u .”

He was taken  to  th e  hosp ita l w here a lo t o f  d o c to rs  cam e 
to  see him . T he police cam e to o . “ Who did  th is  to  yo u  
son ? ” th ey  said and  he  said “ T he m an .”  T hey  w en t to  
see his m o th e r and  w hen th ey  cam e o u t th ey  said 
“ No w onder.”  A fter th a t  th ey  w en t to  see th e  neigh­
bours. Som e o f  th e m  had  seen a car, som e said it was 
brow n, som e said b lue. T hen  one o f  th e  k ids rem em ber­
ed a num ber. He and  som e o th e rs  had  been  playing a 
game o n  th e  w ay hom e fro m  school on  th a t  day and  he 
had w ritten  all th e  num bers o f  all th e  cars he had  seen in ; 
th e ir  s tree t dow n  in a  n o teb o o k . S tan ley  was tak en  to  
the police s ta tio n  to  see som e m en and  he said “ T h at 
o n e .”

A long tim e la te r  he was tak en  w ith  his fa th e r  and 
m o th e r in to  a big ro o m  w here a m an in a b lack  gow n 
asked questions an d  no  one was allow ed to  com e in to  
th e  ro o m  ex cep t som e o th e r  m en in b lack  an d  the 
policem en and  th e  m an. He said yes it  was th a t  m an. 
Som eone s to o d  up  and  said th is m an was very respect­
able. Everyone th o u g h t well o f him . He was carrying 
o u t a survey in th a t  area an d  sim ilar areas, b u t  n o t th a t  
day, his secretary  w ould vouch fo r  h im . He h ad  w itnesses 
who w ould  say th a t  th e  boy  was a liar, w ho to o k  th ings 
fro m  th e  local shops and  hard ly  ever w ent to  school.
“ Y ou can’t  take  th e  w ord  o f  a ch ild  and  certa in ly  n o t 
th is  child w hose m o th e r was -” . B ut th e  m an in b lack 
said th a t was n o t allow ed.

He was ly ing in bed  w ith  th e  ligh t o u t and  n o t y e t  asleep 
w hen his fa th e r  cam e hom e la te  and  w en t in to  th e  bed ­
ro o m  w here his m o th e r was. He heard  h im  sh o u t a t her, 
th en  h it her and  she s ta rted  to  cry. He go t o u t o f  his bed  
and ran in to  th e ir  room , strik ing  a t his fa th e r  w ith  his 
fists and  crying o u t “ D on’t  h it  M um. D on’t  h i t  M um .”
His fa th e r tu rn ed  and  sm acked  h im  across th e  m ou th .
“ G et o u t o f  my sight y o u  ly ing little  p o n ce .”
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2 D ARIEN TO PANAMA 

Frank Stark

Hapless, like the  in n o cen t h e ’d like to  be,
Lazarus com es hom e 
A nd ra ttles  o u t his supper,
While th e  a fte rn o o n  is fighting fo r th e  u p p er hand . 
‘A chievem ent isn’t easy - no th ing  is.
I t ’s a te s tam en t o f stam ina ,
F rom  Darien to  Panam a by lan d .’

With a m odesty  he never knew  he had,
Lazarus dem urs
In th e  fashion o f a m im ic,
Says he can ’t see w here th e  in te rest in it lies. 
‘A chievem ent isn’t  easy - th en , no th ing  is.’
A nd he clenches his bravura,
To span the great caesura o f his lies.

CONFRONTATION CONVERSATION

Jeremy Bartlett

Said the B.A. to  th e  Engineer
“ W hat purpose do y o u  serve, m y m an 
W hat good do  y o u  do here?”

(a tim e elapsed)
“ W ell.... I’m  n o t very brigh t 
But I can lift heavy th ings”

(ano the r tim e elapsed)
Said th e  Engineer to  th e  B.A.

“ W ell....
“ Well w hat do y o u  do , eh ?”

(one p icosecond  la ter)
“ The m etaphysic  im plica tions o f y o u r ques tion , though  
sociologically derived, far exceed, and , if one w ere to  
take a prim arily  neo-ex isten tia list v iew poin t, ac tually  
m ake null and  void any  d idactic parallels o r even 
co n fo rm ity  w ith a universal co n s tan t so . . .”
“ F reudian  D efence M echanism s! ” 

in te rru p ted  th e  Engineer
“ W h a t...”  th e  B.A. s tam m ered  

visibly paling 
suddenly  ailing 

“ Its w ritten  on  th e  wall 
Of th e  Psychology bu ild ing” 

o ffered  th e  Engineer
“ I t seem ed su itab ly  big.”
“ O h”
said th e  B.A.
“ Y eah”
said th e  Engineer.

SPRING IN W INTER ?

Brett Schneideman

Leaving law  lec tu re /to llin g  bells 
I go bookshop  

Buy book  
o f p o e try  like river 

to  run  th rough  m y body-plains 
P lonk/P lonk .

b u t say, “ no , th e  hell w ith it. no  po e try  
i like, i w rite  th e  best p o e try .”

A nd so swagger 
walk swagger w alk swagger 

to  park .
Sit me dow n on m ossy bench-bank  

by fo u n ta in  spurting  w ater beads 
& inscribe — 

insp ira tion  in in k sp o t 
leaked , w eakened, 

tu rn ed  m uddy , vapid.
La-bas ou r friend ly  crazy m an,

F lashing te e th , sh o rt back & sides,
R elaxed in  religious zeal, p reacheth

Hell-fire d am nation , hum anistic hym n o f 
good m ercy.

While I sit here scared o f  h im
(som ew hat) and  pressing h ard  w ith  m y pen  

like feverish 
grip on  m etal rod .

Legs crossed I feel calf on  kneebone 
Crisp whisp o f w ind 

strok ing  m y collar-ruffled  hair.
R um bling in stom ach

G rum ps uneasy 
Sun p ain ts  invisible

on  m y lem on  beige trousers.
Never and  never enough.

Never and  never enough.
N ever and  never enough.

THE G IG G LE  

Sue Stover

“ Q uietly  freaking o u t,”  he said, as I s to p p ed  to  kill a 
m inute.

I b linked  an d  looked  again a t the steady  b lue eys and  
tran slucen t halo  o f  b londe curls.

This chem istry  m ajor ... Q uietly  freaking o u t ?
This m an w ith  his p ac ifist’s smile and en ligh tened  

aura ?
N o, n o t him . r
Me ... w ith  m y stringy  hair an d  spacey th o u g h ts  ... 

w ith  my faded  jersey and  bulging jeans and  ac id  
stom ach  ...

Me ... I cou ld  freak  o u t ... staring  a t glossy covers and  
thousands o f  w ords th a t  grazed across m y fo rehead  and 
disappeared  - laughing - back  in to  th e  p rin te d  page o f 
bristling  b lack  tau n tin g  ink  ...

Me ... w ho w atched  grey clouds an d  b rillian t skies and  
b lack stars and  m u te  faces, and  w ondered  w hy I lavished 
m yself w ith  w eekends ea ting  pean u ts  - every hull and 
speck  o f  salt - o n  th e  lib rary  m ezzanine ...

Me ... w ho slum ped asleep on  th e  desk an d  caugh t 
headaches fro m  th e  neon  lights ...

Me ... I cou ld  freak  o u t ...
B u t w ho else ?
T he rest o f  these shivering bodies w ith  tig h t eyes and  

jo lting  hands ?
The m inu te  slaughtered , I sm iled benignly a t h im  and 

w andered  over to  My C om er ... th ir te en  books p iled in 
slipping stacks.

I shoved m y hands in to  m y pockets.
The A rt G allery clock ch im ed tw o.
The po lished  b londe n ex t to  m e loo k ed  up  - ta u t face 

I and  eyes - and  d ropped  h er bic w ith  a sigh.
Q uietly  freaking ou t.
I se t m y bag o f peanu ts in  th e  rubbish  an d  carefully  

w alked tow ards th e  ex it gate.
S atu rday  a fte rn o o n . T he sun  was shining.
I fe lt a giggle rising fro m  m y tum m y.

from MAN IN THE STR EET

Gloria Stanford

T h a t’s me dow n here,
C oloured  off-w hite ,
The arse in  gear 
On S atu rday  night.
M owing th e  law n 
In  a  S unday  head,
C ursing th e  daw n 
F rom  a M onday bed.

T h a t’s m e all righ t,
T he average b loke,
Her shining kn igh t,
Y eah, we like a joke.
The kids ru n  free 
On th e  long w hite cloud ,
T urn  on  T V . \
W ith th e  square-eyed crow d.

T h a t’s me o ld  m ate,
The Kiwi raj,
I d rink  up  la te ,
A nd I d rink  dow n large.
I pay m y w ay,
I t ’s a great o ld  lu rk ,
I earn  m y pay ,
A nd th e  w ife d o n ’t  w ork.

DO DA MONSTAH * 

Ashley Zeitbaum

I used to  be a  ho rrib le  &  w ou ldn’t  get o u ta  bed  
th en  along cam e a M onstah an knocked  m e o n  de head

singing
M onsters are friendly  
M onstering is fine
M onsterize y e r fellow  m an /
its nearly  half past nine , ,

I filled m y head  w ith know ledge and  nasty  th ings to  say 
th e n  M onstah he ou t-nastied  me so we all w en t o ff  to  p lay 

singing
M onsters are so friendly  
b u t easily m isunderstood  x 
its to o  hard  to  be nasty  
m uch easier to  be good , ?
& so I becam e a  M onster ju st being me all day v ; n 
& th o u g h ts  o f w hat I am , like th em , keeps th e m  far awa>

I sing
M onsters can be anyone 
b u t som e are in  disguise f  ^
M onsters look  the  way they  are 
ju st look  in to  th e ir  eyes

& N asty is ju st nasty 
if th a t’s the w ay yo u  th in k  
w ith  junk  & m ud to  play w ith 
w ho needs to  sw ear and drink  

singing
M onsters we am  friendfu l 
M onstering is fine 
we frigh t aw ay de nasty  heads 
we do it all th e  tim e

Befriend y o u r local M onstahs 
or show  th em  to  y o u r  wife 
give us junk  & cookies (m aybe?) 
and lead  a b e tte r  life 

singing
M onsters are friendly  
go & find one soon 
da way fo lks trea ting  M onsters now  
th e y ’re packing for the  M oon.

* Song o f th e  M onster L ibera tion  F ron t.
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' MY RED HEAVEN  

David Parkyn

I’m  looking  fo r sexy com m unists 
the k ind  to  b low  y o u r m ind 
w ith M arx and  L enin and  Mao Tse-tung 
and garlic b read  w ith  w ine

I’m  looking  fo r sexy com m unists 
w ho never kn o w  th e ir  place 
w ho’ve tu rn ed  th e ir  back on  nuclear ‘love’ 
can m eet y o u  face to  face

people sensual 
people gentle 
tough and  ten d er 
a little  tem peram en ta l

Jo h an n  Bach and  Charlie Parker 
Mavis West and La Passionara 
in a m idn igh t R ed sona ta  !

OHU V ISITO R  (Nations & Stations)

Watch h im  walk now  !
Head up , eyes clearing 
Life has begun to  flow  again 
Smiles appear, now  and  th en  
Early scouts o f an  In d ep en d en t daw n

It w asn’t  always so 
Just a yea r ago 
up he trudged
eyes b leary  w ith  to o  m uch drink
D em ons c lu tch ing  his insides
The dark  side o f th e  N ew  Z ealand m oon

How did he get here ?
Driven by his dad
D ropped h im  o ff  here
said he w asn’t  to  stay  in th e  house
was driving his m o the r m ad
‘I ’m drinking a lo t, y o u  see
and sm oking sh it too
I need to  crash here th e  n ight
is th a t alright ? ’

A fam iliar sight
a fam iliar face
on every s tree t co rner
bar and  o u tp o s t
of the  hum an  race
But th e re ’s m ore to  i t  th an  th a t
This one is n o t
from  som e fam ily nest
o f ed u ca ted  p rim a donnas
preening them selves
gripped in incestuous
dram atic dream s
This face y o u  see in every Kiwi lounge 
from  G eraldine to  Waipu Cove 
No sm all vocal m inority  
this one
He’s in the majority" 
he’s played it straight 
all the way 
and behind him so 
his parents did too 
bringing their beloved 
into this world
with all the strictures and structures 
scriptures and ruptures 
necessary and proper 
to make The Good Citizen

Up our path he came
just sixteen, just left school
nothing to report there -
subjects passed, subjects failed
Nothing to report
unless you face the times
he found it a strain
to keep his mind on the books
and forget about the rain
and th e  w ind
and h im  crying o u t
in pain
when his fa th e r w histles to  th e  dogs 
as the  ca ttle  com e fo r th e ir  hay 
and he fo rgo t to  close th e  gate 
and th e  w ind w histles in  his face 
as dow n the track  he runs 
eager to  be w ith dad 
and sit up  on his knee 
and nuzzle on his shoulder 
and feel so alive !

Ah b u t doesn ’t  th e  w ind w histle to o  
as a face is slapped 
as a boy is s topped  
dead in his tracks 
by a fa the r bellow ing

David Parkyn

(red in  th e  face) 
h e ’s sick o f his boy  
always messing th ings up 
‘I t ’s ju s t p la in  careless 
th a t’s all it  really  is 
ju s t p lain careless 
d o n ’t  yo u  realise th a t  ?
H ow  m any tim es m ust I rem ind  y o u
o f w here y o u r  fu tu re  lies
in th e  Holy Bible
in th e  Old and th e  New
in th ink ing  o f  o thers
and  being careful to o
N one o f th is runn ing  dow n th e  hill
like som e m ad A frican
uncon tro llab le
u n b o u n d  by  conven tion
u n tied  by rules o f
civilisation

A nd lo o k  a t th e  result!
Will y o u  ju s t lo o k  a t th e  resu lt?
A nd fo r once  pay  a tten tio n  
to w hat I have to  say 
instead  o f  careering around  
w ith  a  silly grin 
o n  your face 
as if you th in k  the w orld 
ow es you a place 
of light and of sunshine 
with no anger and no pain 
Lord! I’ve been patient 
explaining in great detail 
and in great length 
all about the martyrs 
and how they met their deaths 
I’ve told him of the evil 
that lurks everywhere 
ever present, ever ready 
to bring down the unwary 
Even in God’s Eden 
the serpent came our way
Does he think it’s not 
here in the farmyard 
lying dormant in the brain?’

Ah! M em ories o f  ch ildhood  
th e re ’s p len ty  th e re  a lrigh t 
B ut it  doesn ’t  pay 
to  look  to o  deep 
y o u  on ly  get depressed 
T h a t’s w hat th e  b lokes all say 
w hen th e y ’re hudd led  fro m  th e  rain 
o r tak ing  sm oko
while th e y ’re stack ing  up  th e  hay 
‘D on’t  th in k  to o  m uch

- it  on ly  causes pain 
d o n ’t  read  to o  m uch

- it  only  causes stra in  
M ental, th a t ’s w hat yo u  go 
barm y, b lim m in’ barm y 
ju st like all th e  re s t’

But o f  course 
up o u r pa th  he cam e 
(just like all th e  rest) 
looking fo r som e tim e

to  rinse th e  n ightm ares 
o ff  his chest

A nd n ow  h e ’s conc luded  
(just like all th e  rest) 
th a t n o w  is th e  tim e 
to  bring in to  line 
the  bo d y  and  th e  head  
and  passionately  adm it:
T hat all o f  us are  cripp led  
th a t on ly  cripples w alk w ith  grace 
n o t alone, unaided  
b u t to g e th e r  w ith  ‘th e  re s t’

A nd yes -
th e  road  is long
A nd yes -
th e  road  is h ard
F or Independence  is given
to  no-one and  n o  na tio n
Independence  is taken

So w atch  h im  w alk now !
Proud  New Z ealand Eagle 
We had  one once 
We will fly again

U N TITLED  

Alice Trout (Mrs)

D uring the  periods o f  m y dea th  
I was in stru c ted  in  th e  lie o f  th e  land  
I was hand led  w ith  care 
& tak en  ab road  to  find  
m y fee t & wings.

T hey to ld  me, th e ir  eyes shining, 
o f  m om en ts and  th e  a r t o f  th e ir  use 
W hen it was all over, by  days,
I v isited  a peop led  ro o m  & sa t still.
The m o m en t arrived, unex p ec ted ly , 
as though  pushed  by  a silver hand  
to  give it sanctity

and  le ft as ou r bodies in tervened
like a hum an  in trudes
up o n  a playing glade o f rabb its .

W hat am  I to  do  w ith th e  tim e th a t 
I have n o  way to  spend  ?
T hey say th e re  is no  end .

U N TITLED  

Allyson Hayes

A gaze th a t f lu tte rs  a t th e  w indow -pane

M ind travels to  som e o th e r  tim e 
a t th e  sight o f  falling rain  
asking th e  sam e o ld  question  
over an d  over again

How did this moment come to be ? 
was it the road that turned or me ?

Watch the city and feel its stain 
wreck your head on afternoon TV 
smoke another, brew the tea, 
when today closes down again 
to what will it have brought me ?

A window, or mirror reflecting cares, 
a chain of glimpses across the years 
frozen at rate o f one frame per lifetime 
this abstract face at the window.
Wonder if I’m still young and down 
imagining an eternity of this glance and stance 
or am broken by the tread of time 
gazing and recalling the line 
of days and years spent in this pose,

this frame of mind
the ribbon of life froze, painfully resigned 
to be stuck on this road 

this space, 
this time 
until

by ecstasy  o r  overload I snap o u t again 
fro m  th e  anachron istrance .
T o be instead  o f  dream ing
to  ch a t w ith o u t scream ing
to  a c t in stead  o f  w atching
to  give w ith o u t accoun ting
to  live a t th is in stan t

w ith o u t su p p o rt o r alibi 
w ith o u t a hope o r m em ory 

and  face th e  fac t th a t roads tu rn  
and  so, it seem s, do  I 

som etim es 
like
w hen I’m  w atching rain 
sta lem ated  in the  brain 
gaze flu tte rin g  a t the w indow pane. 
A ston ished  to  see th a t I ’m  over th e  edge 
o f the  m ap, the  m ind, th e  game.

SALLY GRIFFIN
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4 DEATH BY JUDAS LIG H T  

Hugh Cook

M otorw ay by Peckinpah -
A scream  strung  up in th e  co n tra lto
By th e  false-daw n’s lynch-light
The am bulance wings in
A nd un ifo rm s tranqu ilized  by professionalism
Stream line carnage o n to  stre tchers.
M eantim e, th e  com m uters heading inw ard 
Hold to  schedule,
H old to  six ty , -
Hold to  the  m uck in th e  gut,
And ho ld  to  th e  road  to  th e  dream .

V IG IL  IN VO LU N TA RY

Insom nia’s night.
C rickets gnaw  a t the  stars.
A lino leum  m oon 
Rolls on  th e  sea.
I track  creaking floo rboards 
To refrigerated  light.
Milk and cold  po ta toes.
M em ory
Fum bles day ’s de tritu s  
I t ’s cold:
The sky is frozen  to  th e  w indow  pane.

SEAGRASS

Seagrass grew here in my ch ildhood . 
The fish
O utgrew  fisherm en’s tales,
And scallop 
Enriched the channel.
I w andered
The p rosperous h in te rland  o f illusion, 
And in the library
C on tem plated  an  art-paper geography 
A nd the brave flags o f  h isto ry .

Som ew here along th e  road  to  e te rn ity , 
C h ildhood’s flesh 
E roded  in to  muscle.
The brain  shed ideals 
For effic ien t func tion ,
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ANDREW GREEN

wu-shih

In  a b row n  co a t 
he shakes

angry w ords & fists 
a t th e  m oun ta in . 

T he onset o f  silence 
coincides w ith  an 
end o f w aterfall.
T he b row n  co a t is o n  

th e  m oun ta in , 
his fist ha lts  th e  spray 

on th e  w ind 
th e  bridge o f  colours 

bears h im
The m o un ta in  shrugs & 

walks aw ay.

T H IR T Y
Simon Lewis

W e live to g e th er in silence, w ith  th e  crickets 
translating . L ast n igh t I w alked th ro u g h  o u r  house, 
rubbing  tw o  cups to g e th er like frogs sound ing  in m y 
fingers, and  y o u r  laughter. Y ou had  said th a t  I was one 
o f  those righ teous people w ho’d ea t y o u r b reak fast fo r 
you . I said, i t ’s easy to  ta lk  po litics ; to o  m any people 
alw ays do. T he crickets give d ep th  to  th e  n igh t inside. 
T hough I ta lk  o f  n igh t I ex p ec t daw n, w hich changes 
and  is changed, h es itan tly  as yo u  stir.

W hen th e  crickets cease th e  silence is even louder. If  
th e  crickets never sto p p ed , th e ir  sound  w ould  be as 
silence, a f te r  a tim e. I t  is th is  tim e th a t  defines the  age 
o f o u r  so litude , and o u r age also, fo r we are one m om ent 
older.

These are no tes to  a new  beginning.
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FORUMABORTION
R EC EN TLY4 TH ER E WAS A D AY OF ACTION ON THE  
PROPOSED R O YA L COMMISSION LEG ISLA TIO N  SOON TO 
R EC EIV E ITS SECOND READING IN PARLIAM ENT. PART OF 
THE PROGRAMME WAS AN ABORTION FORUM FEA TU RIN G,
AMONG OTHERS, TH E FOLLOW ING SPEAKERS.

T 'HE Royal Com m ission re jec ted  th e  W orld H ealth 
O rganization  defin ition  o f  h ea lth , nam ely  “ a sta te  
o f in firm ity .”  I t  is in th is light th a t th e  bill has 

ignored th e  w ellbeing o f  N ew Zealand w om en on  decid­
ing th e  g rounds fo r an  abo rtion .

For exam ple, w hat are the grounds fo r te rm inating  a 
pregnancy resu lting  fro m  a sexual o ffence ? T he Bill 
only  allows an  ab o rtio n  w here pregnancy  resu lts  from  
in tercourse betw een  p a ren t and  child , b ro th e r  and  sister, 
g randparen t and  grandchild , and a m an and any  m em ber 
of his fam ily  w ho is un d er his care and  p ro tec tio n . The 
Bill does n o t allow  an  ab o rtio n  on  th e  g rounds o f  rape. 
However, an I.U .D . o r m orn ing-after pill can be given 
w ith in  7 2 hours o f th e  rape.

In  a recen t stu d y  o f  rape victim s (Jackson  and  Anich 
1977) we asked th e  victim s in w hat way th e ir  lives were 
effected . 48%  sta ted  th a t p regnancy  resu lted  from  the 
rape. In  view o f the  traum a experienced  by  th e  victim s, 
13% having physical injuries, such a p rocedu re  as o u t­
lined in  th e  R ep o rt is in to ta l disregard fo r th e  victim . 
Since a b o u t 9&% will n o t be p regnan t from  rape , and 
only ab o u t 20% o f  rapes are rep o rted  th is p rocedu re  
m akes even less sense.

As one o f th e  victim s in th is s tu d y  said :
“ I nearly  w ent o u t o f m y m ind and  w an ted  to  

com m it suicide - only  fo r understand ing  p a ren ts  I w ould 
have done so. I w ent to  th ree  docto rs and n o t one w ould 
help in any  way w ith an  abo rtio n . Because I was in such 
a bad s ta te  all th e  docto rs w anted  to  do was to  p u t m e in 
a m ental hosp ita l un til a f te r  th e  baby  was b o rn .”

Is th is h ow  N ew Zealanders care fo r th e  victim s o f 
sexual offences ?

The Bill specifies th a t on ly  certa in  peop le  m ay give 
contraceptives o r con tracep tive  advice to  ch ild ren  under 
the age o f  16  years. These peop le , docto rs, p aren ts  and 
family p lanning personnel do  n o t include th e  people w ho 
have th e  g rea test am o u n t o f  co n tac t w ith young  people,
- teachers, nurses, social w orkers, psycholog ists and  even 
brothers and sisters.

Thus we have th e  case w here a ch ild ’s b ro th e r  m ay be 
prosecu ted  fo r supplying a co n d o m  o r  o ffering  advice 
and fined  up  to  $200 . For a second  o ffence , he is liable 
to im prisonm ent o r a fine o f  $400 . In  th e  case o f  the 
child w ho requests such co n tracep tive  advice, he will 
have a conviction  en te red  against h im . This m eans th a t 
the young  person  by  seeking in fo rm atio n  fro m  a  teacher, 
a friend o r a sibling is risking a conviction  w hich will 
deny a career in  governm ent, legal and  o th e r  fields. A 
second offence will be liable to  a fine o f n o t exceeding 
$400. So m uch is th e  p rice  o f  advice.

This Bill denies young  peop le  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
trust people o th e r  th a n  paren ts  o r specialists.

This Bill denies N ew  Zealanders fro m  caring on  a one- 
to-one neighbourly  basis fo r one ano ther. We have 
become a co u n try  o f  laws an d  specialists w hich alienate

Miriam Jackson

th e  people from  th e  m utua l care and  considera tion  of 
each o ther.

On th e  o th e r  hand , any  fem ale declared  m entally  
subnorm al m ay be adm in istered  a con tracep tive  regard­
less o f  th e  perso n ’s wishes.

Such is dem ocratic  choice.
If th e  ab o rtio n  section  o f the Bill is an a tta c k  on 

basic hum an  rights, th e n  th e  invo lun tary  sterilization  of 
the m entally  re ta rd ed  is even m ore so. If  th is section  of 
th e  Bill is passed, th e n  N ew  Z ealand will be one o f the 
few  coun tries th a t  has invo lun tary  ste riliza tion  o f  the 
m entally  re ta rded .

Up to  1974  on ly  th ree  s ta te s  o f  the A m erican Union 
had  invo lun tary  s te riliza tion  o f  th e  hand icapped  and in 
1974  tw o  o f  these sta te s  repealed  th e ir  legislation as they  
considered  th a t  th e  righ t to  co nsen t o r  n o t co nsen t is a 
basic hum an  right. This legisla tion  cou ld  be held  to  be 
co n tra ry  to  the  D eclaration  o f G eneral and  Special 
R ights o f th e  M entally  R eta rded  (1969) draw n up by 
th e  League o f Societies o f th e  M entally R etarded  ( to  
w hich o u r IHCS belongs) in  S tockholm  in 1968. This 
declara tion  inc luded  A rticle 1; T he hand icapped  person 
has th e  sam e basic rights as o th e r  citizens o f the  same 
co u n try  and  th e  sam e age.”

The reason th e  R oyal C om m ission gave fo r 
recom m ending  invo lun tary  sterilisa tion  o f  th e  retarded  
was to  guard against th e  possib ility  (and  assum ed) 
p rom iscu ity  o f th e  m entally  re ta rd ed  fem ale. O ther 
coun tries e.g. Sw eden, have been  able to  deal w ith the 
possible p rom iscu ity  o f re ta rd ed  persons by m ethods 
o th e r  th a n  invo lun tary  ste rilisa tion . In  Sw eden the 
re ta rd ed  are p ro tec ted  in s itu a tio n s w here th e  exercising 
o f th e ir  rights w ould  get th em  in to  d ifficu lties e.g. 
sexual behaviour, by  th e  ap p o in tm e n t o f guardians (who 
m ay be paren ts) w ho are th e n  responsible fo r  th e  guid­
ance o f  th e  re ta rd ed  person  in such m atte rs as 
co n tracep tio n  etc.

The Bill glibly ta lks a b o u t ob ta in ing  reliable in form a­
tion  on  th e  in te llec tual and  social d eve lopm en t’ o f  the 
re ta rd ed  person . P resum ably th is refers to  intelligence 
and  o th e r  psychological tests. In te llec tual assessm ent

m ethods are d iscrim inato ry  and  th e ir  reliab ility  and 
validity  dub ious particu la rly  in the  case o f borderline 
re ta rda tes. T hey d iscrim inate against m ino rity  g-roups, 
fo r exam ple , Polynesians and  Maoris are significantly  
over-represen ted  in Special classes thus m ore Polynesians 
and  Maoris are vulnerable to  being sterilised.

Perhaps th is is one way th e  G overnm ent has th o u g h t 
up  to  solve th e  ‘islander’ p ro b lem ’.

The Bill does n o t d iscrim inate the  age o f th e  person 
w ho m ay be sterilized  - it is know n th a t in telligence may 
change over tim e and  in th e  case o f th e  environm enta lly

co n tin u ed  on  p. 16

Jill Ranstead

A BO R TIO N  is a w om en’s issue. It is an  issue which 
concerns all w om en from  th e  m om en t w e are 
capable o f rep roduction , to  th e  m o m en t we are not. 

It concerns w om en o f every class, o f  every race, o f  every 
size and  shape, o f  every occupation , o f  every credo  o f 
fa ith , every religion or political persuasion. A nd  y e t, 
th ro u g h o u t th is co u n try  today , the re  rages a  d eb a te  on 
th is sam e issue am ongst parliam entarians, d o c to rs , 
experts , law m akers and pow er-holders. A nd o u r  so-called 
represen tatives in Parliam ent are falling over them selves 
try ing  to  get th a t pern icious piece o f  legislation, th e  
C on tracep tion  S terilisation  and A bortion  Bill, passed 
th rough  th e ir  hands and o u t o f the ir m inds. T hey seem  
to  th in k  th a t if th e  considerations o f  b o th  pro- an d  an ti­
forces are w eighed up , som e com prom ise will be reached 
in th e  never-never land in betw een  th a t will be 
sa tisfac to ry  to  m ost people. All very well fo r P eter Pan 
and  his like, b u t fo r 51% o f  th e  popu la tio n  o f  th is 
co u n try  th is is n o t so.

Because the re  can ’t  be com prom ise on  an  issue like 
this. A rgum ents a b o u t th e  rights o f the  foetu s , a b o u t 
con tro lling  th e  n um ber o f  abo rtions perfo rm ed  each 
year, a b o u t th e  in teg rity  o f  th e  m edical p rofession , and 
ab o u t the  p rob lem s caused by unw an ted  ch ild ren  - these 
argum ents are n o t th e  po in t. The real issue is th e  right of! 
each and  every individual w om an to  have co n tro l over 
her ow n rep roductive cycle, h er ow n bo d y , h e r ow n life.

N ow  le t’s th in k  a b o u t th a t  fo r a m om en t - a b o u t w hat 
th a t really  m eans. C onsider a w om an, a m atu ring , grow ­
ing, developing w om an, p o te n t, w arm  w ith life, a  creative 
and p roductive hum an  being. T hen consider th is  society  
and  w ho runs it, w ho holds th e  pow er, w ho m akes the 
decision, w ho has defined  and  s tru c tu red  it. T he general 
situ a tio n  o f  w om an is well dow n un d er an d  o u tsid e  o f 
these s tru c tu re s  and  she is k ep t the re  by a  se t o f  law- 
en fo rced  beliefs based essentially  on  th e  fac t th a t  her 
biological bu ild  is d iffe ren t from  a m an’s. F rom  th is  fac t 
a w hole ideology o f  w om an-hating , w om an-oppression 
has been generated .

So, w hen she w orks e ith er in th e  o ccu p a tio n  o f  her 
choice, o r th rough  sheer econom ic necessity , she is to ld  
th a t she is a bad  em p lo y m en t risk, and  th a t  so o n e r or 
la te r  she will get p regnan t and  leave; and  if  she decides 
on having a child  while she is w orking, she finds th a t 
child-care facilities are inadequa te , and  th a t th e re  is no  
ro o m  in th is society  fo r h er to  be b o th  a  c o n tr ib u to r  to  
its w orkings, its p roduc ts , and  to  be th e  m o th e r  o f  her 
child.

T hen if she chooses to  be a fu ll-tim e m o th e r, 
in d ep en d en t from  th e  su p p o rt o f a m an, she finds th a t 
th is  soc ie ty  will n o t allow  fo r it, and it cu ts, drastically , 
th e  D om estic Purposes B enefit she needs.

I cou ld  go on  and  on , and  on , a b o u t th e  w ays in 
w hich w om en are held  back, kep t under, p u t dow n, 
indeed  a lien ta ted  from  th is society , b u t essentially , it  is 
seen in th e  way we are den ied  co n tro l over th a t  m ost 
indefinab le  p a rt o f  us - o u r  sexuality . M ale-dom inated 
techno logy  has failed to  com e up  w ith good, safe 
co n tracep tio n ; a s ta te  th a t has been organised fo r  th e  
b en efit o f  a few  has failed  to  provide good child-care 
facilities w hen it  know s th a t  it can rely on  th e  b u lk  o f 
N ew  Z ealand w om en to  subo rd ina te  th e ir  lives to  th is 
end. I t  has failed to  p rovide ab o rtio n  clinics w hin th e  
physical and  econom ical reach o f  every w om an, and  
now  it w ould  seek to  im pose fu rth e r  co n tro l over th e  
lives o f  w om en w ith new  restric tive, repressive ab o rtio n  
laws.

A nd there  are reasons fo r those  w ith  sta te-invested  
pow er to  do so, too . Given th a t th e  m ain tenance  o f  th e  
sta tu s  quo  is d ep en d en t o n  keeping us w here we are, 
th e n  it becom es q u ite  clear th a t if  we were to  have 
con tro l over o u r  ow n lives, if  we were free to  o rd er and 
define o u r lives as we see f it th a t sta tu s  q u o  w ould  be 
th rea ten ed  and  shaken  a t its very roo ts. T h a t is w hy we 
have ab o rtio n  laws im posed o n  us - n o t fo r th e  protec-
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6 JIL L  RANSTEAD continued from p. 15

tio n  o f  th e  foetus, n o t to  keep con tro l over th e  num ber 
o f unw an ted  children , n o t to  safeguard th e  in teg rity  o f 
th e  m edical profession, b u t to  keep w om en dow n and 
ou tside o f the w orkings o f th is society , and  to  ensure 
th a t th e  users and abusers o f  pow er in th is cap ita listic , 
exploita tive and patriarchal s ta te  can keep it th a t way.

So we canno t accep t com prom ise in any fo rm  on the  
ab o rtion  issue. If we are to  be fu lly  au to n o m o u s, self- , 
determ ining hum an  beings, living w ith o u t fear, res tric tion  
or con tro l, th en  we m ust have th e  righ t to  decide fo r 
ourselves, by ourselves, on  w hat is to  happen  to  ou r 
bodies and our lives.

But i t ’s been said th a t th e  ab o rtio n  decision  shou ld  be 
m ade by the w om an and one, tw o , o r even th ree  docto rs. 
So w hat ab o u t th e  w om an living in one o f  th e  suburbs 
whose do c to r is a s tric t C atholic, and does n o t ‘believe’ 
in abo rtion  ? She is fo rced  to  e ither accep t th a t  d o c to r’s 
belief, and go on w ith an  u nw an ted  pregnancy , o r spend  
valuable tim e, energy and  m oney  track ing  dow n a d o c to r  
w ho will allow  her the abo rtion . A nd w h a t a b o u t th e  
w om an living in m ore iso lated  rural areas w ho can only  
hope like hell th a t th e  one d o c to r w ith in  th e  50-m ile 
radius is going to  be sym p a th e tic  ?

A nd w hy should  a w om an have to  drag h e r w eary w ay 
th rough  th e  in stitu tions o f  pow er on an issue th a t  is 
fundam entally  nobody  else’s business b u t h e r’s : A 
w om an’s body , a w om b, a m enstrual cycle - these belong 
to  the w om an and  th e  w om an only . No m an, no  m a tte r  
how  qualified , no m a tte r  how  ex p ert, has th e  righ t to  
decide on w hat happens to  th a t  w om an’s body.

I t ’s been said, to o , th a t ab o rtio n  shou ld  be m ade legal 
fo r the first 3 m on ths, and  th en , a t th is  a rb itra ry  cutting- 
o ff  po in t, it should  suddenly  becom e illegal. So w hat 
ab o u t th e  w om an w ho doesn’t  know  she is p regnan t for 
the  first couple o f m on ths, because o f a fau lty  pregnancy 
test, or w hatever, w ho then  spends th e  n ex t w eek, or 
m on th , in anguish and in fear o f losing her job , o f  being 
boo ted  o u t o f school, o f  being rejected  by th e  m an 
concerned , o r by her fam ily, and  w ho then  m ust spend 
som e few  weeks try ing  to  find  som ew here, som e w ay of 
getting  an ab o rtio n , o r try ing to  find  th e  m oney  to  pay 
for it ? Is she th en  to  find  in th a t fo u rth , m aybe fifth  
m on th  th a t she will no t be able to  have a safe legal 
abo rtion  a fte r  all ?

A nd finally i t ’s been said th a t a w om an shou ld  be 
granted  access to  ab o rtion  in certa in  c ircum stances, like 
w hen her life is in danger. But w hen a w om an seeks an 
abo rtion , she does so because she is p regnan t and does 
n o t w ant to  be. N ot because she th inks she m ight die, or 
go insane, or anyth ing  as drastic  as th a t - although  w ith 
th e  so rt o f cond itions we have now , those  are possibilities 
- b u t she seeks an  ab o rtio n  because she has decided  th a t 
a t th a t stage o f her life she can n o t affo rd  to  have a child. 
A nd only she can know  th e  full circum stances - econom ic, 
social, m ental, em otional, physical th a t su rro u n d  her 
pregnancy. No sta te-im posed , au tho rity -adm in istered  
legislation can decide on th a t fo r her.

I t ’s like I said before: ab o rtio n  is a w om an’s issue, and 
we w om en m ust com e to g e th er to  fight against the  laws 
th a t enforce our oppression. I t is no  good relying on  the 
goodw ill o f MP’s, o r anyone else w ho holds th e  pow er a t 
present. The to ta l liberation  o f w om an is n o t in the ir 
basic in terests - we m ust do it fo r ourselves.

A nd now  we have th e  C on tracep tion , S terilisation  and 
A bortion  Bill sitting  in Parliam ent House - th e  fo u rth  
a ttem p t in th ree  years to  screw  dow n on  w hat is already 
a b loody  lousy s itua tion  fo r w om en and  we can n o t 
affo rd  to  sit back.

We dem and th a t th e  Bill be to ta lly  re jected  and 
th row n  o u t, because if it gets th rough , i t ’s going to  m ean 
m isery fo r thousands o f us;

We dem and the  to ta l repeal o f all ab o rtio n  laws, be­
cause any th ing  less has no th ing  to  do w ith w hat we 
w om en w ant and need.

And we dem and th a t ab o rtio n  clinics be se t up 
th ro u g h o u t the co u n try  to  m eet the needs o f each and 
every wom an.

This isn’t going to  happen  overnight, nor over the 
nex t m on th , nor even over the follow ing short-term .
But we know  w hat we w ant, and  we are p repa red  to  
w ork and fight fo r it. And w ith the collective e ffo rt o f 
us all, we can m ake it happen , and com e one step  m ore 
tow ards a dem ocratic , ju st and hum ane society . f

MIRIAM JACKSON continued from p. 15
re tarded  person the I.Q . m ay be raised on m any po in ts 
by training. I t is possible th en  th a t an  app lica tion  m ay 
be m ade for sterilization  o f a person  w ho a t a la te r age 
may no t be regarded as ‘re ta rd e d ’.

Again the assessm ent p rocedu re  is in the  hands o f  the  
m edical profession w ith no specification  o f  o th e r  p rofess­
ions, Medical train ing does n o t give expertise  in learning 
difficulties or th e  tra inab ility  o f  a re ta rd ed  person.

The political im plications o f th is section  o f  the  Bill 
are frightening. The Bill has th e  pow er to  allow  the 
rem oval o f the right to  p rocrea tion  by a ce rta in  group of 
persons - given th a t test results can be altered  and  are 
dubious anyw ay, a s itua tion  could  arise in w hich a non- 
benevolent G overnm ent m ight use th is pow er to  
elim inate the co n tin u a tio n  o f a sub-group in society , 
e.g. racial m inority . One m ight consider th is idea is 
science fic tion  fantasy  in our ‘dem ocratic  c o u n try ’ b u t 
p robably  the G erm ans in the 1920s w ould have felt the  
same way. Is A dolf H itler alive and living som ew here in 
New Zealand? 4
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CHEATS
T H O U G H TLESS and  stu p id  behav iour by  a very 

small m ino rity  o f  s tu d en ts  an d  o th e rs  m ay p u t th e  
valuable s tu d e n t stan d b y  concession fo r dom estic  

air travel in jeopardy , if such behaviour con tinues.
This p o in t was m ade to  me by officials o f  th e  

N ational A irways C orpo ra tion  and the S tu d en t Travel 
Bureau L td  w hen I in terview ed them  a b o u t th e  o p era tio n  
o f th e  50% fare concession offered  by NAC to  full-tim e 
te rtia ry  s tu d en ts  w ho possess a valid In te rn a tio n a l 
S tu d en t Id en tity  Card (ISIC).

“ Those w ho try  to  buck  th e  system  by tam pering  
w ith the ir ISIC  cards, ‘lending’ th em  to  peop le  w ho are 
n o t eligible fo r th e  concession and  o th e r  fo rm s o f 
abuse are an adm inistra tive ir r i ta n t” , says David C u th ­
bert, Managing D irector o f  STB Ltd. “ T heir activities 
cause ex tra  w ork fo r NAC and  ourselves, as well as 
m arring the success o f  th e  w hole schem e.”

C u th b e rt’s claim  th a t th e  s tu d en t stan d b y  schem e - 
firs t in tro d u ced  fo r university  s tuden ts  in 19 7 2  - has 
been a success is bo rne  o u t by the  facts. Over th e  last 
tw elve m on ths s tu d en ts  to o k  som e 60 ,000  individual 
jou rneys on NAC flights using th e  50% fare concession.

“ When y o u  th in k  o f th e  real benefits th e  schem e 
provides fo r thousands o f s tu d e n ts” , David C u th b ert 
says, “ i t ’s ju s t n o t on  fo r  a small handfu l - som e o f 
w hom  aren ’t  even s tu d en ts  - to  p u t th e  fu tu re  o f  the 
schem e a t risk and  th e reb y  harm  th e  in te rests  o f  the 
great m ajority . A nd every s tu d e n t can help  ensure th e  
con tinued  o p era tio n  o f th e  schem e by m aking it clear 
to  this small g roup th a t abuse o f the schem e is 
com pletely  unaccep tab le .”

G reater aw areness by stu d en ts  o f  th e  benefits  th e  
schem e provides and  th e  dam age th a t can be caused 
by those w ho abuse it is one way o f tackling  the  
problem .

B ut it  is by  no m eans th e  only  way. As a resu lt o f  
recen t discussions betw een  NAC and STB L td , various 
adm inistra tive m easures have been im p lem en ted  by 
bo th  parties to  fu rth e r safeguard th e  secu rity  o f the

ANDREW GREEN
s tu d e n t stan d b y  fare concession. T he offic ia ls I ta lked  
to  are qu ie tly  co n fid en t th a t these m easures will b o th  
p reven t a ttem p ts  to  abuse th e  schem e and  b e tte r  d e tec t 
those w ho m anage to  do  so.

Individuals w ho are tem p ted  to  buck  th e  system  also 
need to  bear in m ind th e  fac t th a t  abuse o f  th e  s tu d en t 
s tandby  fare concession can lead  to  crim inal p ro secu tion  
o f the o ffenders. M ost irregularities de tec ted  are now  
au tom atica lly  referred  to  th e  Crim inal Investigation  
B ranch o f th e  Police fo r investigation . Crim inal 
p rosecu tions can, in m ost cases, be in itia ted  on  grounds 
o f fraud , false p retences, o r forgery.

A nd ap a rt fro m  running  the  risk o f  crim inal prosecu­
tio n , all s tu d en ts  w ho are im plica ted  in any  abuse o f 
th e  s tu d e n t stan d b y  schem e have th e ir  ISIC card b lack­
listed  o r confiscated , th e reb y  losing all th e  s tu d e n t 
concession privileges it  allows.

Ross A nderson , NAC’s Security  M anager, m akes the  
p o in t th a t abuse o f  th e  schem e can be harm fu l to  
individuals’ fu tu res. “ I d o n ’t th in k  th a t s tu d en ts  realise 
th e  difficulties they  can get them selves in to  by abusing 
th is schem e” , he says.

“ I’m  sure th ey  d o n ’t  realise th e  consequences w hich 
can arise and th a t  a crim inal p ro secu tion  can follow . 
Individuals do n o t realise th e  im plica tions th a t  a 
crim inal p ro secu tion  can have in th e  fu tu re , so far as 
th e ir  ow n careers are concerned .”

Finally  th e  officials I in terview ed said th a t  stu d en ts  
shou ld  bear in m ind th e  follow ing po in ts :
(1) R enew  or app ly  fo r  y o u r  card  early , especially if 
y o u  p lan  to  travel during th e  Cristm as vacation . ISIC 
cards can be sen t to  th e  S tu d en t Travel B ureau for 
renew al, o r  can be app lied  fo r (provided th e  s tu d en ts  is 
eligible fo r th e  concession) any  tim e a f te r  1 O ctober.
(2) Do n o t lend  y o u r card  to  any  o th e r  person  fo r any 
reason.
(3) Do n o t tam p er w ith y o u r  card  in any  way.

PET E R  FR A N K S

Country Bankrupt
A  reply  from  th e  U nder-Secretary fo r T rade and  

In d u stry , Mr K. A llen (M.P. fo r T auranga) in 
response to  the cu tb ack  issue in fo rm atio n  sen t to  

h im  by NOS AC sparked  o ff a sto rm  in W ellington 
recen tly .

The le tte r  con ta ined  the w ords, “ Y our A ssociation  
does n o t seem  to  realise th a t New Zealand is nearly  
b an k ru p t.”

A press release was issued by Lisa on 2 6 th  A ugust 
which sta ted :

The P resident o f the  N ew Zealand University S tu d en t’s 
A ssociation , Ms Lisa Sacksen, today  expressed deep 
concern  ab o u t recen t new s she had received in form ing  
her th a t New Z ealand was nearly  bank rup t.

Com m encing on the new s, Ms Sacksen said “ I am  
appalled  th a t th e  G overnm ent has kep t th is  new s from  
the tax p ay e r o f N ew Zealand. I th ink  it has an  ob liga tion  
to  im m edia te ly  furnish us all with the full fac ts o f ou r 
c o u n try ’s financial s itu a tio n ” .

In re la tion  to  th e  G overnm en t’s cu tting  o f  costs “ in 
every d irec tio n ”  Ms Sacksen sta ted  th a t she th o u g h t 
m ore could  be done, “ particu larly  in re la tion  to  M .P.’s 
salaries and  the  enorm ous am o u n t this co u n try  spends 
on m ain tain ing  N.Z. tro o p s overseas.”

Ms Sacksen com m ended  Mr Allen fo r his honesty  
and  u n d o u b ted  courage in breaking this im p o rta n t news 
to  th e  New Zealand people.

The le tte r  by Mr Allen and the press release by 
Ms Lisa was subsequen tly  p rin ted  on the  f ro n t page o f 
the Evening Post w ith the bo ld  heading reads NZ 
N EA R LY  BA N K RU PT, STUDENTS REM INDED. 
(27-8-77). A le tte r  w ritten  by Mr D. M erritt ( In te rn a tio n ­

al Vice P resident, NZUSA) and  Mr. D. M acpherson, 
Research O fficer, NZUSA, in rep ly  o f th is was also 
p rin ted  in full as the  m ain le tte r.

This le tte r, am ongst o thers, m ade th e  follow ing 
po in ts :

‘Mr A llen’s s ta te m en t th a t  th e  G ovt, “ has cu t costs 
in every d irec tio n .”  is p a ten tly  un tru e . While this 
co u n try  m ay well be nearly  b an k ru p t one on ly  has to  
look  a t th e  large increase in P arlim entarians’ salaries to  
know  w hose in te rests  those  people are really concerned  
w ith.

‘Specifically on th e  sub jec t o f  overseas s tu d en ts  c u t­
backs, we n o ted  G ovt. M inisters have tim e and  tim e 
again said th a t  N Z ’s overseas s tu d e n t p rogram m e is a 
fo rm  o f aid  to  developing coun tries. D espite th is, we see 
th e  G ovt, cu tting  th e  n um ber o f private overseas s tu d en t 
ad m itted  by 38% in one year, w hile a t the  sam e tim e 
increasing its spending on  N Z’s m ilitary  base in Singapore 
to  over $20  m illion (m oney  th a t  benefits  no  one in the 
long run).

‘S econdly , Mr A llen says th a t “ the  great m ajo rity  o f 
people agree”  w ith the cu t back to  overseas s tu d en ts  by 
w hat a u th o rity  does he m ake th is s ta te m en t ? Has he 
c ircu lated  in fo rm atio n  on  th e  issue to  any o f his con ­
s titu en ts  - as we have to  all o u r m em bers. Has he received 
any  feedback  from  his co n s titu en ts  - as we have from  
thousands o f ou r m em bers.’

On 30-8-77 th e  D om inion rep o rted  th a t  T he A cting 
Prim e M inister, Mr T alboys, disagreed w ith th e  s ta tem en t 
m ade by Mr A llen. Mr T alboys said he w ould  be talking 
w ith  Mr A llen a b o u t his s ta tem en t. “ I will suggest to  him  
th a t he sh o u ld n ’t  exercise such p oetic  o r jou rnalistic  
licence,”  he said.



WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO ENVIRONM ENTAL 
TEACHING ?

DOES a university  education  really  equip one to  cope 
w ith  the realities o f a changing society , and  does it 
provide s tu d en ts  w ith the  know ledge necessary to  

function  as in fo rm ed  citizens in a w orld w hose fu tu re  is 
com plex and uncerta in  . Many criticism s are levelled a t 
academ ic education  because m uch o f  w hat is taugh t 
seems to  have little  relevance to  th e  real p rob lem s o f the 
day, so th a t stu d en ts  m ay leave th e  university  w ith a 
degree w hich leaves them  w ith only  a bund le  o f  special­
ized and ab s trac t techn iques w hich are qu ick ly  fo rgo tten  
once the ir place is assum ed in th e  real w orld.

One o f th e  m ost glaring exam ples th a t com es to  m ind 
is th a t, despite the ever-m ounting problem s caused by 
increasing w orld popu la tio n , dw indling resources, econo ­
mic crises, po llu tion , and  dem ands fo r controversial new  
form s o f energy such as nuclear pow er, the  U niversity 
curren tly  has no  underg radua te  teaching program  to  tie 
these crucial issues to g e th er and equip  un iversity  s tuden ts  
generally to  be able to  fu n c tio n  in society  in an in form ed 
and responsible way. It seems to  m y m ind q u ite  irres­
ponsible fo r th e  U niversity to  allow  a g raduate  in 
chem istry to  pass o u t o f the  pearly  gates qualified  to. 
take up  a position  ina chem ical firm  w ith o u t even giving

him  a sm attering  o f the environm ental p rob lem s th a t 
m ay em erge la ter from  th e  line o f  em p loym en t he has 
undertaken .

Perhaps it is perm issable fo r a m an on the  s tree t, who 
has little  chance o f  causing m ore dam age th an  dropping 
litte r , o r pestic ide on  his garden, o r excess de tergen t 
dow n his drains to  be ignoran t o f environm enta l issue, 
b u t it is certain ly  a d iffe ren t m a tte r  w ith an in stitu tio n  
th a t claim s to  educate  specialists b o th  fo r scientific 
occupations and fo r teach ing  fu tu re  generations ab o u t 
the delicate in te rac tions betw een  the system s o f life and 
energy th a t enable the  p lanet to  function .

A case could  be m ade th a t an adequate  understand ing  
in environm enta l issues should  be a com pulsory  p a rt o f a 
scientific and perhaps any university  education , b u t the 
only case I wish to  m ake here is th a t any s tu d e n t o f this 
university  should  have the  right to  environm enta l 
education .

In 1973, som e o f us w ho felt th a t env ironm enta l 
education  was being ignored a t  A uckland U niversity, 
in troduced , th rough  the Science Faculty , proposals for 
an environm ental studies course. We also inc luded  a 
p roposal fo r finance fo r environm enta l teach ing  to  go to  
the  U niversity grants com m ittee  so th a t fu tu re  courses 
could  be adequate ly  financed  and  staffed .

Because o f  free offers o f help from  lecturers from  
m any dep artm en ts  w ho were p repared  to  p u t in th e  tim e 
and e ffo rt in add itio n  to  th e ir  norm al w orking load it 
was possible to  p u t on  a course, E nvironm ental S tudies 
84 .200 , com prising one paper, w ith a small g ran t fo r 
tu to ria ls. This course was q u ite  successful and  ran for 
tw o years w ith a s tu d e n t en ro llm en t o f  ab o u t 100, 
which is larger than  m any courses in th e  university , and 
certain ly  q u ite  large enough to  ju stify  p ro p er financing. 
The course ran  fo r tw o years on  th e  vo lun ta ry  assistance 
system , b u t a t this p o in t m any o f  the  lecturers w ho were 
co-operating  to  keep th e  p rogram m e running  were going 
on leave and it was p u t in abeyance for lack o f 
vo lun tary  s ta ff  to  organize and  run  it.

What is a clear lesson from  th is is th a t adequate  
finance and a t least one lecturing  post is necessary to  
keep a course like th is going, and  th a t the  lack o f this 
from  the university  has caused th e  course to  stop  
running.

W hat is less obvious is th e  reason why adequate  
finance has n o t been granted . Because o f th e  cu rren t 
financial s itua tion , the  U niversity G rants C om m ittee  has 
refused to  allow  any ex tra  m oney fo r new  courses in the 
university . Thus any m oney w ould have to  com e o u t of 
th a t p rovided fo r existing departm en ts. H owever, since 
the  people w ho w ould have to  vote such a schem e are th e  
heads o f these estab lished  departm en ts  no m oney  is 
fo rthcom ing . The reason o f course is th a t because m oney 
is tigh t, d ep a rtm en ts  are hanging on to  all th e  finance 
they  can, and  tend  to  see any w hittling  aw ay o f the ir 
resources as som eth ing  to  be opposed , how ever 
adm irable the schem e m ay be. In fac t because so m any 
departm en ts im pinge on env ironm enta l education , it 
w ould only  requ ire a very m inor and  easily absorbable 
redep loym en t, o f  th e ir  m oney  and  m anpow er to  enable 
a very effective underg radua te  env ironm enta l program  
to  get o ff the ground.

W hat is harder to  u nderstand  is th a t there  is qu ite  a 
w idespread feeling am ong academ ic s ta ff th a t  any such 
p rob lem -o rien ted  educa tion  lacks th e  concep tual 
p en e tra tio n  o f individual disciplines, and is ju st a 
cu ltu ral h o tc h p o tc h  o f no academ ic value. T he argum ent 
has even been  p u t th a t no  one can becom e educated  in 
th e  env ironm en t unless he understands all th e  sciences 

| firs t and  hence th a t underg radua te  env ironm ental 
teach ing  is o u t o f  place. Such conclusions are m erely 
th e  co n trad ic to ry  en d p o in t o f the fragm ented approach  

I to  know ledge th a t has grow n in th e  academ ic com m unity . 
; W hat is even m ore ironical is th a t it is the  very 

env ironm enta l p rob lem s th a t are causing th e  finance 
shortage th a t it is claim ed m akes adequate  funding o f the 
env ironm ent course im possible. Thus, because o f the 

I env ironm ental p rob lem s, we have no m oney available to  
learn ab o u t them .

Moves began again th is year from  w ith in  th e  university 
estab lishm en t to  revive the env ironm ent 200 course, b u t 

| so far th e  proposals have been passed from  com m ittee  
to  co m m ittee  and there  is no  reliable p ro spec t in sight of 
it ac tually  getting  going again in 1978. C ertain ly , there  is 
little  likelihood  o f it getting  th e  funding it needs. It is 
now  very la te in the academ ic year and  unless a firm  

i decision is m ade to  re-establish it, it will be y e t  again 
assigned to  lim bo.

' W hen I firs t becam e involved in w orking to  get 
| env ironm enta l studies sta rted  in 1973  I was looking 
! tow ards an  effective teaching program  in all aspects of 
' the  env ironm ent th a t w ould keep pace w ith the growing 

needs from  society  by 1980. I t  is now  1977 , and  it seems 
I th a t there  is no m ore chance o f  these needs being m et by 
I 1984.

The on ly  way such a program m e is going to  com e 
ab o u t is by real involvem ent and  su p p o rt com ing from  
the s tu d e n t com m un ity . S tuden ts should  be pressing fo r 
the educa tion  they  need. In a w ider sense, also, it is 
questionab le  w hether a relevant and com prehensive 
university  educa tion  can com e o u t o f  a financing system  
w here d iffe ren t depa rtm en ts  vie w ith one an o th e r for 
finance and leave no  room  fo r the  areas o f know ledge 
th a t  are general enough to  span m any disciplines.

H ow th e n  can we get a balanced education  ? T hat is 
why th e  d o c to r  o f  ph ilosophy  degree was one em bracing 
qualifica tion  in know ledge. Is ph ilosophy  dead then  ? 
S om eth ing’s happening , b u t you  d o n ’t know  w hat it is, 
do  you  Mr Jones ?

CH R IS K ING •

STUDENT REACTIO N TO ENVIRONM ENT 200

E A R L IE R  th is year a t th e  request o f a S enate Sub- 
C om m ittee  se t up  to  consider w hether th e  course, 
E nv ironm ent 200 shou ld  be o ffe red  again in 1978, 

a q ues tionna ire  was p repared  by Dr Jo h n  Jones, the 
h igher E duca tion  R esearch O fficer. These were sen t o u t 
to  132  o f the  188  s tu d en ts  w ho had  tak en  E nv ironm ent 
200 in 1974  and  1975. 67 com p le ted  th e  questionna ire  
fo rm  and  re tu rn ed  th e m  and  th e  in fo rm atio n  given 
below  is based u p o n  these re tu rn s.

S tuden ts  w ere asked questions ab o u t w hy they  to o k  
th e  course, w hat th e y  ex p ec ted  from  it and  h ow  they  •

continued on P 19
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V U ay t o  g o
Bank of New Zealand 

for overseas travel funds

The only way to travel overseas is via your nearest Bank of New Zealand 
Branch. That way you'll find things a whole lot easier. We can provide you 
with travellers cheques in any of the major currencies of the1 world. If you 
want to transfer cash ahead, we can help you apply for the appropriate 
Reserve Bank permits and advise you on the latest regulations.

We II be pleased to arrange letters of introduction through our overseas 
contacts.

If you d like more information on your overseas fund requirements 
or financial matters, call at the BNZ Campus Branch and arrange for 
a chat with the Accountant, G eoff Harrop He'll be very pleased 
to help. Or ring him direct on 370-385.

Full banking services at the

B ank o f N e w  Zealand
Campus Branch,
Old Student Union Building.

(OPPOSITE LIBRARY NEXT TO THEATRE !)

open weekends
during the third 
term for nibbles, 
lunch & coffee.

a
lV>

9 am-4pm
SELLING ALMOST ANYTHING TO KEEP YOU GOING

TRAVEL TO THE UNITED STATES
THIS SUMMER

Flights S till Available

RETURN FARE
$78650

THIS EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 
ALLOWS YOU THE OPPORTUNITY  
TO WORK



A CR O SS

i. Depart 15 . Evils
3. Cunning 17 . Short for Thomas
5. Joshua attacked it 19. Abraham’s nephew

(Joshua 8) 
7. Noah’s house

(Genesis 14 : 12)
2 1 . Every

9. No room here 23. Giant
(Luke 2 : 7) 24. Preposition in Psalm

10. African province 1 2 1 : 1
13. Distant 26. Animals with trunks

D O W N

i. Desert city in Acts 8 16. Rhythm
2. Either 18. How to keep your
4. Allow hair
5. One 19. Affection
6. Writing fluids 20. Plant
8. Three-fifths of a 2 1 . Soon

knave 22. Paul counted all
9. Sick things (Philippians

11. Skill 3 : 8)
12. Target 25. Royal Household
14. Beat (abbrev.)

\ _ m ~ n

■ ’ _
po n  i 2
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Puzzles
Old Testament

Name those who prayed:

1. For the gift of a son (i Samuel i)
2. For deliverance from Esau (Genesis 32)
3. For help to train his child (Judges 13)
4. For wisdom (1 Kings 3)
5. For blessing on a house (2 Samuel 7)
6. For the gift of a son (Genesis 15)

The answer to No. 1 will read the same 
sideways and downwards.

LET US SING....

H ad  PTTH ITH  been a clue to  th is puzzle , th e  answ er 
w ould  have been ‘Praise to  th e  H oliest in  th e  h eigh t’. 
Can yo u  find  th e  firs t lines o f tw elve carols from  the  
follow ing clues ?

1. C A S T H M
2 . H T H A S
3. IC U T M C
4. T F N T A D S
5. A F T R O G
6. S T N IS
7. A W G M O O
8. A IA M N C F A B
9. O C A Y F

10. O L T O B
1 1 . B A B O T S O T M
12 . O I R D C

Books
A BLE WAS I ER E I SAW ELBA  
D A N IEL HOFFMAN  
HUTCHINSON

D ESPITE th e  Beat G enera tion , acid , and  Bob D ylan, 
iDaniel H offm an has m ain ta ined  his con tro lled  and 
graceful sty le  in th e  tw o  decades o f  w riting  which 

are rep resen ted  by th e  poem s in th is an tho logy . The 
gentle b u t inescapable em o tiona l fo rce o f his p o e try  is 
conveyed w ith in  a d isciplined fram ew ork  o f  rhym e and 
stru c tu re , w ith  a restra ined  an d  careful use o f  language.

H offm an draw s his in sp ira tion  from  a wide varie ty  o f 
situations and  feelings, and  his m oods range over a 
correspondingly  diverse spectrum . A recurring  fea tu re  o f 
H offm an’s verse is his sym p a th e tic  and  sensitive response 
to  natu re , a personal and  som ew hat ro m an tic  reaction  
which transcends m ere tren d y  ecofreak ism . He expresses 
his envy o f  th e  in n o cen t ease o f anim als in ‘Moving 
A m ong th e  C rea tu res’:

T hey are co n ten te d  in th e ir  bodies - 1 can tell it -
I trip  on  vines, stum b le  in p o tho les
A nd long fo r som eth ing  o f  m yself th a t ’s in them

To H offm an, n a tu re  seem s to  o ffe r som e re lief from  
th e  ugliness o f o u r  ex istence as ‘Im p erfec t images o f  an 
ind ifferen t G od .’ In ‘The C entre o f  A tte n tio n ’, a w ould- 
be suicide on a tow er is persuaded  to  clim b dow n 
tow ards th e  crow d o f  on lookers,

N earer to  th e ir  cond ition
Which is n o t su ffic ien tly  in teresting
To detain  th em  from  business o r idleness e ither,

Or is to o  close to  a despair 
T hey do n o t dare 
E xh ib it befo re  a crow d 
Or adm it to  them selves they  share .”

His pessim ism  is tem pered  by w it, how ever even 
it is held  in check by his characteristic  elegance. H offm an 
does allow  h im self to  escape, a t  least partia lly , from  his 
self-im posed discipline in  th e  group o f poem s exem plified  
by ‘The C ity o f S atisfactions’, a som ew hat exhausting  
epic w ith th e  qualities o f  a d istu rbed  dream .

H offm an’s estab lished  p osition  in th e  U.S.A. as a 
p o e t and critic  is q u ite  understandab le  in th e  ligh t o f 
th is  an tho logy . D espite th e  d iversity  o f  th e  poem s 
th ey  are consis ten tly  approachab le  and  co n ta in  an 
impressive em o tiona l and  im aginative co n ten t.

DAVID POIN TON  m

ENVIRONM ENT 200 continued from p. 17.

actually found  it. E xpec ta tions o f  th e  course were very 
high, m ost s tu d en ts  expecting  the  course to  be ex trem ely  
interesting and stim ula ting , top ical, re levan t to  New 
Zealand, taugh t by  ded ica ted  and  involved peop le , of 
some p ractica l use and bringing to g e th e r d iffe ren t 
disciplines. T o a surprizing ex ten t, th e  course lived up to  
these expectations.

In  an  open-ended  question , stu d en ts  were asked w hat 
their ch ief im pressions o f  E nvironm ent 200 were.

18 fe lt th ey  now  had a g rea ter aw areness o f  the  
environm ent and  its com plex ity .

9 liked th e  ite rd iscip linary  approach .
9 found  it th o u g h t p rovoking/stim ula ting .
7 were m ore aw are o f a w orld crisis/lim ited  resources.
3 fe lt it p rov ided  a good background  to  top ica l issues.

In answ er to  a ques tion  as to  w hether E nv ironm ent 
200 should  con tinue  to  be offered , th e  unan im ous 
opinion was th a t som e so rt o f  course sim ilar to  
Environm ent 200 should  be offered . A t th e  sam e tim e, 
the m ajo rity  fe lt som e m odifications w ould  be desirable 
(as w ith all courses !)

(i) E nv ironm ent 200 shou ld  be a regular course 5 
offered exactly  as it was previously.

(ii) E nvironm ent 200 (o r a sim ilar course) should  0 
not be offered .

(iii) E nvironm ent 200 should  be o ffe red  as a
regular course, b u t w ith som e m odifications. 60

Suggested m odifications (w ith  th e  nu m b er o f 
responses in b rackets) inc luded  m ore field tr ip s/p rac tica l 
work (9), b e tte r  co -o rd ination  o f  the  various top ics (9), 
a less “ in -dep th”  subject-specific course needed  (this 
comment particu larly  re th e  section  o n  W orld Ecosystem ) 
(9), m ake it m ore specifically re la ted  to  NZ (7), m ore 
emphasis on  possibilities fo r p ractical ac tion  (5), needs a 
greater “ social” env ironm ent co n te n t (5), m ore guest 
lecturers w ho are actively involved in environm enta l 
issues (4) expand  the  course and  m ake it w o rth  m ore 
credits (3), and m any o thers.

S tudents were also asked w hether they  th o u g h t it 
would be o f value to  have o th e r  in ter-d iscip linary  
Environmental S tudies courses, and  if so, w hat sorts o f 
courses they  w ould like to  see. 41 answ ered th a t they  
thought it w ould be o f value to  have o th e r  in terd iscip lin ­
ary courses, while 14 replied  th a t they  did n o t th in k  it 
would be o f value. Som e o f these 14 am plified: the ir

ch ief sen tim en t was th a t  E nv ironm ent 200  shou ld  be 
conso lida ted  before a ttem p tin g  to  in tro d u ce  o th e r  
courses while som e were concerned  th a t th e  courses 
m ight com pete  w ith  each o th e r  to  the ir overall de trim en t.

Of those w ho w an ted  add itiona l courses o ffe red , the  
m ajo rity  favoured  ‘fo llow -on’ courses covering aspects o f 
E nvironm ent 200  in m ore detail, e ith er in an o th e r 
general course o r in courses in m ore specialized fields 
(eg a rch itec tu re , tow np lann ing , engineering).

T he last question  o f  th e  survey was an o pen  ended 
one asking th e  s tu d en ts  fo r any o th e r  com m en ts  w hich 
they  th o u g h t were relevant. N ot surprisingly , th is 
p roduced  a wide range o f  responses. H ow ever, th ey  had 
a lo t in com m on, and  in th e  rep o rt they  were sum m arised 
thus:

E n v iro n m en t 2 0 0  has its  fa u lts  an d  c o u ld  ce r ta in ly  be 
im p ro ved , b u t its  s t il l  o n e  o f  the m o s t in te re s tin g  an d  
e n jo ya b le  cou rses I ’ve taken  a t  U niversity . I t  sh o u ld  
certa in ly  be o f fe re d  again.

Som e rep resen tative and  typ ical com m en ts  are given 
below  in  an  a tte m p t to  p resen t som e o f th e  overall 
flavour o f th e  responses.

T th in k  th e  course is valuable and shou ld  n o t be 
allow ed to  lapse because it  isn’t  p erfec t ! Perhaps it is 
try ing  to  do to o  m uch - to  in tro d u ce  som e peop le  w ith 
no background  to  th e  sub jec t - and  to  add  to  the know ­
ledge o f  those w ho have already g o t background . T here­
fore perhaps it  m ight be best to  have th e  course a t  tw o 
levels

1. In tro d u c to ry  basic concep ts
2. A dvanced w ith  specific exam ples
The in terd iscip linary  approach  is particu la rly  good .’

‘E nv ironm ent 200 was th e  only  course I to o k  th a t was 
d irec tly  relevant to  th e  w orld ou tside the  U niversity, and 
th e  job  m arket. I th in k  it cou ld  do w ith a m ore extensive 
w rite-up in th e  Calendar.

I was very d isappo in ted , a fte r  recom m ending  it to  a
num ber o f people, to  find  th a t it  w asn’t available last 

year. I t  is the so rt o f course th a t a U niversity o ugh t to  
be o ffering ’.

‘Of all the  papers I did fo r my B.Sc., th is E nviron­
m ental S tudies paper has rem ained in my m ind, and I 
o ften  th in k  back to  in fo rm ation  I was given as it relates 
to  p roblem s and situa tions th a t are occurring  a round  the 
w orld and in N.Z. today . The pap er should  be co n tin u ed .’

‘The course, as run  previously was defin ite ly  in teresting  
and possibly even rew arding b u t I fe lt i t  fell sh o rt in so 
m uch 'as it served on ly  to  fo s te r  a co n tinu ing  in te rest in 
an already converted  audience (m ostly  Z oology o r 
G eography E co-freaks!). The course should  have concen­
tra ted  on  th e  technological im pact on  o u r  env ironm ent 
and  exp lo red  m ore th e  avenues o f  so lu tion  o f  environ­
m ental p rob lem s......... To be o f  lasting  value th e  course
m ust se t s tu d en ts  to  w ork on so lu tions........I f  th e  course
is to  rem ain  an in tro d u c to ry  one, th en  “ In tro d u c to ry  to  
w hat ? ” . D efin ite need fo r an advanced fo llow -up’.

‘Env. 200 was a very useful in teresting  course and  
shou ld  be o ffe red  in  som e fo rm  w hatever it  is. The 
p ro b lem  o f  organising a large n um ber o f  lec tu rers  from  
d iffe ren t dep a rtm en ts  shou ld  be given to  a full-tim e 
organiser w ho can also serve to  tie th e  various aspects o f
th e  course to g e th e r .......I th in k  Env 200  w ould have as
m uch appeal to  som eone w ith an A rts background  as 
w ith Science and  it  is an ideal way o f  p resen ting  som e­
w hat scientific and  very im p o rta n t top ics to  a non- 
scientific person.

I do hope th is course is n o t d ropped , o r a t least 
som ething replaces i t . ’

‘T here is a defin ite  need in New Zealand to  encourage 
in terd iscip linary  approaches ! We’re paroch ial enough 
w ith o u t being to o  tied  up in o u r ow n sub jects - by all 
m eans specialise b u t d o n ’t  fo rge t th a t life can  be 
explained in a hun d red  o th e r  sciences and  h u m an itie s ....’

LIN RO B ER TS

I believe th e  course E nv ironm ent 200 shou ld  be 
taugh t by th e  U niversity o f  A uckland in 1978

I am  in te rested  in tak ing  E nv ironm ent 200

S ig n ed ......................................................................................

Please tick  th e  app ro p ria te  box  th en  c u t o u t this 
coupon  and  p o st it  in th e  voting b in  near the  . 
AUSA office.

There will also be a p e titio n  on  th is sub jec t - com e 
to  the tab le  in th e  quad  betw een  12 an d  2 and  
sign it !
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