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The following article should be read as an editorial. The 
views expressed are m y own, not Craccum's which, no 
doubt, would refuse to take responsibility for them 
anyway.

There are always a lo t o f posters in the Quad. They 
advertise dances, concerts, poetry-readings and cookery 
classes. Last week there were a lo t advertising elections, 
but now there's a new one h itt in g  the pilla rs. I t  seems 
there's going to  be a Special General M eeting on 
Thursday Ju ly  27 in B28. And the y 're  going to  t r y  to  
roll the President.

Special General Meetings can be called by any student, 
or group o f students capable o f ge tting 20 signatures on 
a petition. They must have specific m o tion  on w h ich 
all students attending are asked to  vote. It's  a beauty 
this time: T H A T  M.C. Prince no longer possesses the 
confidence o f the Association in his capacity o f 
President.

There's qu ite  a s tory behind th is move. To m ost students 
it's one th a t has never been to ld  before, and the  blame 
for their ignorance must rest squarely on Craccum 's 
(and so m y) shoulders. Except fo r  one artic le  by Hugh 
Cook - w h ich , inc iden ta lly , was rou nd ly  critic ised  by a 
number o f those w ho consider themselves 'in  the kno w ' - 
Craccum  has kep t very s ilent about Mervyn, the 
President. We brush up his grammar, then p r in t his 
weekly co lum n and tha t's  abou t it, as fa r as m ost 
students are concerned. A nd , as a result o f ou r position  
in the Association, we are hard ly  ignorant o f his fau lts.

So, before the  s tory - w hy  the  'hush-up ' ?

Mervyn was elected th is  tim e  last year on w ha t seemed 
tome an appa lling ly  naive p la tfo rm  o f 'a be tte r social 
life on campus' and very l i t t le  else. He was the  on ly  
apolitical candidate running against tw o  o f the  'o ld - 
time heavies'. A nd he won the e lection. Q u ite  fra n k ly , I 
was stupefied, and so to o  were many o f the new ly 
elected p o r tfo lio  holders w ho were to  com prise the 1978 
Executive. They tr ie d  to  force h im  to  resign and fa iled, 
principally because they had no mass student support 
on which to  draw. M ervyn qu ite  obviously had th a t 
support; he had been elected president.

Craccum's adm in istra tive structure  guarantees its 
independence fro m  the Students' Association, w h ich 
not only means th a t i t  can disown us, bu t also th a t we 
can castigate it  - when we see f i t .  This watchdog capacity 
is an im p o rtan t fu n c tio n  o f a student newspaper, and, 
contrary to  w hat many critics  believe, we are very 
conscious o f it. Our silence is no t an ind ica tion  o f our 
blind support fo r  the President or ou r d is in terest in 
student po litics , bu t rather it  is a sign th a t M ervyn had 
done noth ing to  jeopardise the Students' Association or 
his position w ith in  it.

| do not th in k  th a t M ervyn is a great president. In m y 
time at th is  U n iversity I have seen no great presidents.
The position is to o  com plex and to o  diverse fo r  one 
person to  handle pe rfectly . I t  is a thankless jo b  calling 
for financial, social and po litica l skills fa r beyond the 
average student. W hat separates M ervyn fro m  his 
presidential predecessors is no t his lack o f a b ility . In 
part, at least, it  is nis re la tionship w ith  his Executive 
and he can scarcely take all the blame fo r  tha t.

The Executive are on the whole elected to  specific 
positions, w ith  the ir f irs t  respons ib ility  to  those 
portfolios - fo r  example, finance, welfare, sports and so 
on - and the students they represent. But a lthough they 
must act as individuals these elected persons also 
constitute Executive, a board upon w hom  m uch o f the 
responsibility fo r  S tudents' Association affa irs  rests. The 
President's duties are no t so specific; s/he m ust re ly, to  
a large extent, on in fo rm a tio n  and help fro m  her/h is 
Executive. M ervyn has had li t t le  aid in th is  respect, 
thus his job  has been made tw ice  as d if f ic u lt .

At the beginning o f each year Executive has a pa rty , the 
money fo r w h ich comes o u t o f Association funds. This 
year Mervyn tho ugh t it  w ou ld  be hospitable to  hold the 
party at his fla t. Unbeknow nst to  h im  a num ber o f 
Executive were very much against th is  move. Ostensibly 
the reasoning was th a t M ervyn's non-Executive flatm ates 
would get in on the action. But no-one to ld  M ervyn 
about the m urm urings. He ordered the booze and food , 
blithely 'm isappropria ting  S tudents ' Association funds.' 
And when one member o f Executive suggested te lling  
him of his erro r, Greg Pirie, SRC Chair and now  A V P  
elect, strongly warned against it. This it  seems was the 
beginning o f the search fo r fodder fo r  a Special General 
Meeting.

Some m onths la ter, a t an Executive meeting, Mervyn 
was instructed by Executive to  move at the next meeting 
o f the S tudent U n ion Management C om m ittee , th a t the 
Catering Sub-Com m ittee be restructured to  remove all 
U n ivers ity  representation. M ervyn disagreed w ith  th is 
decision and made his view  know n to  bo th  Executive 
and SUMC when it  met. He d id  no t move the m o tion , 
bu t d id  however warn the  C om m ittee th a t it  w ou ld  need 
to  be discussed the next tim e  they m et. The agendas fo r 
all U n ivers ity  com m ittee  meetings are prepared in 
advance; the  closing date fo r  m atters to  be placed on 
the agenda at the next SUMC has passed before the 
Executive meeting calling fo r  the m o tio n  was held. I t  
was there fore v ir tu a lly  impossible fo r  M ervyn to  bring 
the m atter up in fu ll o r move the m o tion . However, 
M ervyn was censured by Executive fo r  no t do ing so.

Several weeks ago Craccum received an advertisem ent 
showing M ervyn at en ro lm ent w ith  the cap tion  - 'T h a t 
C lown Prince'. I t  was sent in 'anonym ous ly ' w ith  the 
exact am ount o f m oney. The fo llo w in g  week a varia tion 
on the same theme arrived in the Craccum offices again. 
Both advertisements were p rin ted . A fte r  the pub lica tion  
o f the f irs t ad M ervyn removed the pho to  fro m  the 
layou t sheets when they were returned fro m  the prin te r. 
Considering the pho to  to  be Craccum advertising p ro ­
perty  I was annoyed w ith  M ervyn's behaviour. I d id no t 
however consider it  to  be a m ajor issue. A t  the  next 
Executive meeting M ervyn was censured fo r  'in te rfe ring  
in the independence o f Craccum '.

Both o f these incidents are, in m y m ind , examples o f the 
pe tty  behaviour o f Executive, rather than the incom pet­
ency o f the President. There are fu rth e r examples o f th is 
sort o f th ing , bu t w hat is already evident is th a t Mervyn 
was being set up.
A  fu rth e r com p lica tion  arises in M ervyn's relations w ith  
the paid s ta ff o f  the  Association. There have long been 
rum blings on the G round F loo r o f the  S tudent Union 
Build ing , bu t M ervyn is ce rta in ly  no t the f irs t president 
to  run in to  such problems. What has worsened the 
s itua tion  is the increasingly po litica l stand taken by both 
the Association Secretary and the A ccountan t. W hile 
Craccum is ce rta in ly  no t the place to  voice such 
d iscon tent in detail I do th in k  it  relevant to  p o in t ou t 
th a t no t all con flic ts  w ith  paid s ta ff have been on 
Mervyn's in it ia tio n . A nd surely, in any job , there are 
always p e tty  arguments between em ployer and employee. 
However a balance must be m aintained and ce rta in ly  this 
is one o f M ervyn 's weaknesses.

Over 20 students signed the p e titio n  calling fo r  a Special 
General Meeting. Am ong them  were a num ber o f 
Executive members. Greg Pirie and Julian Leigh 
in itia ted  the move, bu t were re luc tan t to  discuss the ir 
reasons other than th a t they fe lt  Mervyn was incapable 
o f acting as president. More im p o rtan t than tha t, they 
refused to  c ite  any examples o f M ervyn's incom petency. 
(W ith the battle  lines so c learly drawn w h o 'd  give 
a m m u n itio n 'to  the enem y, eh ?) A lso adding th e ir names 
to  the lis t were Sports O ffice r, Peter M on te ith  and 
Societies Rep, Chris Tennet, who w ith  Greg Pirie make 
up w hat is laughingly referred to  as The R uling Clique.

Tennet believes tha t it's  up to  an SGM to  decide because 
'it 's  no t a question o f Executive grabbing pow er'; he too , 
however, refused to  quote instances o f Merv's incom pet­
ence. S uffice to  say there is som ething up someone's 
sleeve somewhere.

Noble and sincere convic tions do however come in to  
the s to ry . Belinda Vernon, National A ffa irs  O ffice r and 
David Rose, unsuccessful candidate fo r  A V P , signed the 
pe tition  because they d is like  the con tinua l back-stabbing 
attem pts made on Mervyn. They also believe tha t issues 
such as th is  should be pu b lica lly  aired w ith  students 
given the o p p o rtu n ity  to  hear bo th  sides o f the  story.

A lthough Chris Gosling d id  no t sign the p e tit io n  and 
there fore should no t appear in the tale, I do th in k  w hat 
he has to  say is o f some im portance here. Chris was on 
Executive u n til he resigned a few  m onths ago and so has 
a w o rk ing  knowledge o f the s itua tion : 'The people 
involved in the a ttem p t to  get rid  o f M ervyn cite  his 
adm in istra tive incom petence as the basic reason. W hile 
I w ou ld  agree to  a certa in exten t, I th in k  the tim in g  o f 
th is move, late in his year o f o ffice , is rather suspect 
since very l i t t le  adm in istra tive w o rk  is done in the last 
five m onths o f the year .... T h roughou t M ervyn's 
presidency certain Executive members and others 
involved in the Association have gone o u t o f the ir way 
to  capitalise on M ervyn's fau lts  rather than help him , 
and so help the Association. This seems to  show tha t 
the ir interests are m ore in getting rid  o f M ervyn than in 
the best interests o f the Association.'

And the man him self ? O bviously Mervyn is ra ther 
w orried about all th is. A nd perhaps tha t's  a good th ing . 
He concedes th a t he has been naive in certa in situations 
but, m ost im p o rta n tly , he believes th a t he s done the 
job o f president to  the best o f his ab ilities. However he 
does regret his tardiness in co tton ing  on to  certa in 
Executive members' aspirations and feels th a t th is  has 
played a large part in the creation o f problem s fo r  him  
as president.

'I w en t in to  o ff ic e  know ing the am oun t o f w o rk  expect­
ed o f me. What I d id  no t realise was th a t some members 
o f Executive w ou ld  no t be fo rth -co m ing  w ith  in fo rm a­
tion . I t  makes it  very d if f ic u lt ,  bu t tha t's  a m ajor 
problem  in any vo lun ta ry  organisation. Q uite honestly, 
I've fou nd  the broad mass o f students easier to  deal 
w ith . I've never had any problems try in g  to  get help 
from  them .'

And th a t says som ething. I w o n 't  deny tha t th is has 
been a hard year fo r  Executive. I 'm  in the enviable 
position  o f com ing outside o f M ervyn's ju risd ic tion , 
except in his pos ition  on the Craccum A dm in is tra tio n  
Board, bu t I do sympathise w ith  Executive. B ut then I 
w ou ld  sympathise w ith  any group o f students on 
Executive in any year. It's  no t an easy job and there are 
few  rewards. B ut the presidency is an even tougher
position . We should be tha n k fu l fo r  small m e rc ies .....
like Mervyn. I t  cou ld have been worse.

LO UISE C H UNN



Please keep letters short and to  the po in t. Letters should 
be typed, i f  possible, o r c learly prin ted  and doub le ­
spaced. They must reach the Craccum o ffic e  by Thursday 
10 am to  be published in the fo llo w in g  week's issue -- 
just leave them  in the Craccum pigeonhole by the 
StudAss Reception Desk or bring them  up to  the o ffice  
next to  the S tudent Travel Bureau on the Second F loor 
o f the S tudent U n ion Build ing.

'THE SILENT MAJORITY'

Dear Craccum,
I noticed in Issue 13 the comment 'We at Craccum are getting 
a bit tired of the Middle East' which has prompted my reply. 
Have you ever considered that the Average Run of the Mill, 
Common Everyday, Garden Variety University Student might 
also be getting a bit tired of the Middle East, Timor, South 
Africa, Gay Rights, S.I.S., Abortion Issues, Bastion Point and 
on and on ad nauseam in an ever continuing Leftist Spiral. 
(Noting of cause Issue 13's Pro Israel slant).

I warmly congratulate Craccum however on Issue 11's very 
relevant full frontal Centre Fold on Pubs & Nitespots that 
would be of student interest in Auckland. This is finally hitting 
at the home run. I feel the Capping Review did justice to the 
very pressing political issues troubling every student mind.

Louise Chunn in last weeks issue talks of Student Apathy and 
the good old days of the early 70's. I can remember when I was 
a Lad way back in 1972 Craccum printed issues relevent to 
Mr. Mrs. and Ms. Average Student such as the one cited above, 
something your everyday Trev. and Sheila can read, enjoy, 
derive benefit from, actually get their teeth into sort of like an 
Informative Auckland University Student Newspaper - no less.
In 1972 (excuse my verbal diarrhoea) Muesli recipes God 
forb'd, and to flatting, locations in Auckland where a poor 
student can eat, drink, dance and be entertained on a value for 
money basis. Not very many students are interested in 
dismantling the Society in which we live, hence few can be 
bothered with student politics as it seems to give this impression 
at times partially promulgated by Craccum.

After all most people come to University because they 
support the present establishment and intend to contribute 
to its modus operandi in relevant fields. So let's see Craccum 
catering for that silent majority with articles applicable to 
everyday student life rather less of the never ending high 
powered left wing international political issues most of which 
will probably never effect the majority of apathetic students.

Yours
Jeffrey Spiro

OPEN LETTER TO 'GOD'

G A Y  BALLS-UP

Dear Editor,
Re speakers at the Forum in the Quad on June 30 for Gay 
Rights and Bastion Pt: Tim Shadbolt presented his views on 
Bastion Pt with conviction, and although some of his attitudes 
were debatable he commanded respect. The next crowd, how­
ever, didn't know whether they were Karmen or Going.

The first chap openly proclaimed his personal state of affairs -
O.K. Fair enough. The next chap spoke with somewhat 
quieter voice and nobody could hear anyway. Collectively they 
tried to 'provoke a response' from us 'apathetic mob.' Then a 
Scotsm n with tight knickers jumped up, did his dash against 
Kiwis, i ut that's neither here nor there. Then the quiet chap 
jumped u p  and said, 'Here's something controversial'. He 
wanted an individual Catholic to get up and defend the 
Church's stand on abortion. This is completely irrelevant.

What the Hell's going on ! This oppressed minority fighting for 
acceptance and acknowledgement, turn round and attack some 
group purely because of a lack of response from their audience 
of the day. The spokespeople made it sound as if Catholics were 
the only people stopping abortion in this country. There are 
people from all walks of life who are anti-abortion; there are 
people from all walks of life who are pro-abortion. It is 
completely foolish to generalise about these issues.

Having a bunch of half wits speaking on behalf of any 
organisation will do no one any good. May this organisation 
learn from the lack of response from their audience - it was 
not the fault of the listeners but the desperate presentation 
of their own cause.

Yours
John Lovett 
Mike Nielsen

STRAIGHT TALKING

Dear Student Body,
Why are homosexuals so proud ? Pride is one of the seven deadly 
sins according to J. Christ. Maybe homosexuals should look at 
their methods of gaining acceptance to see why they are not 
progressing in leaps and bounds. Pride is also a very obnoxious 
aspect of human nature.

Mere use of the word GAY as a synonym for homosexual is a 
thorn in the side of those who remember the real meaning of the 
word. The classification of heterosexuals as 'straight' immediately 
implies homosexuals to be BENT and a motto such as 'Bent is 
good' or a 'Bent pride week' would not gather momentum.

We are now confronted with the ridicule of threats such as 'the 
limp wrist is rapidly becoming the clenched fist’ and arrogant 
letters crammed with superfluous verbiage and offensive 
language. I cannot see why they have to go around screaming 
about 'Gay pride' and 'gay is good', after all the rest of us don't 
go around flashing butts and balls and chanting 'Heterosexuality 
Rules' or staging a 'Straight pride week'

Their goals may be fair and democratic but their methods 
dubious, ie: YOU ARE GOING ABOUT IT THE WRONG WAY!!

Yours sincerely,
Bandido

OUTRAGED UPROAR

Dear Craccum,
Where is the outraged uproar ? What has become of those 
hundreds of energetic souls so concerned with freedom in 
South Africa (with the freedom of the press; freedom of 
speech and freedom of thought) ? Where are those who rave 
about the legitimate rights of the Palestinians ? In short, what 
has happened to those who are supposedly concerned about 
freedom, justice, and human rights ? It seems that the infamous 
deeds taking place in the Soviet Union are an exception.

You putrid, insidious, hypocritical, two-faced, weak-kneed, 
bastards !

Shcharansky received a sentence of 13 years with 7 years in a 
labour camp; Ginzburg - 8 years in a labour camp and 
Pethkus - 10 years. They were convicted in trials which make a 
mockery of the Soviet judicial system. These men have more 
courage than you would ever dream possible; they have spoken 
up for freedom and justice against the most powerfully 
repressive regime that has ever sought to achieve the total 
subjugation of a people, and you radicals and activists have 
chosen to remain silent....

Dear Mr Burt,
If you intend keeping up your correspondence on the issue of 
homosexuality, would you please also take time in your next 
letter to explain how the so-called 'Christian' mind works, for I 
am baffled - completely baffled. In your last letter you say that 
Christians do not condemn homosexuals - just homosexuality. 
The reason being that God loves us all regardless, but that in 
certain instances he/she/it w ill/not abide us giving expression to 
our sexual orientation. Well, unfortunately, the two go hand in 
hand.

Your stand is very similar to that taken by our 'noble' legislators. 
They too only consider the expression of our sexuality as the 
transgression/crime; but not the homosexual themselves. In 
both cases it is a blatant show of crass bigotry and hypocrisy. It 
would be like telling a heterosexual that he/she can have 
feelings, and yes, even love, for a member of the opposite sex but 
they mustn't express this feeling in any other than a purely 
platonic sense. Ridiculous isn’t it ? Too bloody right.

Further, if so-called 'Christian love' consistutes the basis of the 
continued arbitrary and blatantly discriminatory attitudes 
expressed to date towards homosexuals, then you can stick it.
As far as it will go. And, if you really see a society in which 
people feel free to express themselves to one another in an 
environment free of fear, guilt and shame, as a sin, then I 
suggest you lock yourself away with your fairy tales and really 
start to read them and so discover what the Christian message 
is really all about.

Ashley Felderhof

THE ELECTION

I wish to protest at the way in which the just-completed election 
for President, AVP, and Treasurer of AUSA was conducted. Each 
voting form was numbered, the number being recorded against 
the voters name on a massive computer print out as each form 
was handed out. Recording numbers of voting slips against names 
seems to me to be a system open to abuse of the worst kind. 
Voting preferences can be traced back to individual voters and, if 
someone was of the right (wrong !) frame of mind, such voters 
would be open to harrassment and intimidation, now or in the 
future. A terrible travesty of the principle of the secret ballot. 
'But,' you say, 'we can trust the election officials, no such thing 
could happen.' What a load of rubbish ! No-one ever has been 
told what happens to these rolls after each election, and as for 
trusting the election officers - when the Returning Officer is the 
same political colour (RED) as one of the major candidates I 
have no confidence at all in anyone who says I need not fear 
such abuses occuring.
Surely a better system to prevent double-voting would, and at 
the same time not upset anyone, be to record not the number of 
the voting form but the place at which each voter receives a 
form. Such a system is simpler, just as effective and safer than 
the current system that is being used.

A CRY FROM THE HEART

Dear Louise,
I see your provocative article titled 'Who Cares ?' drew little 
constructive response. The short and swift response to the 
question posed is 'No-one' or 'Very Few'. Who is prepared to 
stand-up and open their minds to others; who is prepared to do 
anything; who is prepared to even listen, just listen ?' Very few.

In the few years I have been on this campus it has become 
increasingly apparent the great majority concern themselves with 
one of three things: getting a degree, finding a mate and 
'having a good time'. Nothing, nothing outside these three 
objectives is tolerated by the great majority. And so, in the 
great N.Z. tradition the non-conformist is sat on because he 
dares to non-conform. The students close ranks whenever such 
people present themselves. They are too scared to act otherwise.

This can be borne out by two simple instances. Firstly, in the 
quad on Thursday lunchtime there is normally a forum. Who 
even bothers to stop and listen, let alone respond ? The same 
few people everytime. The rest wind their way into the Cafe - 
the place they strangely always criticise, but the place they 
always resort to. Secondly, the question of Matthew. Maybe the 
guy does provoke a response - most surprising in this 
of students - but what kind of response is it ? Water-bombs, 
darts, physical abuse - you name it the guy gets it. But, at least 
the man has the courage to stand up and say what he thinks.
The rest act as if they are engaging in a blood baiting sport, 
hiding in the safety of a crowd, too cowardly to venture forth 
on their own.

You could continue right through virtually every aspect of 
student and NZ society and you would discover the same 
thing - the lack of caring. Very few are prepared to listen, to 
talk, to touch. Despite this lack of concern having so evidently 
permeated all branches of our society, people are so ready to 
fasten the blame on someone or something else. But, it is NOT 
our leaders, it is NOT the media, it is NOT the pressure groups, 
it is YOU ! You hate non-conformity, YOU won't talk, YOU 
won t listen, YOU won't touch. You are half-dead and you 
don t realise it. You have lost your soul.

The answer ? Leave this country before you are dragged into 
the mire with the rest. Anything else is hopeless because no- 
one, will listen.

'I despair'

A STORY

A few days ago as I was on my way to university I chanced to 
hear a most interesting conversation between two gentlemen on 
the seat in front of mine. It sent somewhat like this :
What did you think of the lecture on Aristotle's Seven vagaries ? 
Well I go along with it to a certain extent but when he sets out 
to prove that matter is an illusion I draw the line.
Yes, however, one must admit that his proof is extremely 
elegant.
Quite, however, it hinges on the acceptance of his Second 
Postulate.
Which is ?
That knowledge may only be defined recursively.

At this point the two left and could be seen gesticulating wildly 
at each other whilst walking. The old lady sitting next to me 
remarked that she wondered what use such things were.

The conversation is, of course, fictitious but O philosophers of 
Auckland, there must surely be one amongst you who can 
answer the woman's question. I most certsinly cannot.

Alex

A FASCINATING WEE LETTER

Dear Ms Chunn,
I was saddened to read your article concerning student apathy.
It seems that the Great God Television competes all too 
successfully for student attention but there is one factor I think 
is really important. An ordinary degree is no guarantee of a job 
(ask any Law student) and the pressure to not only pass but 
pass well is intense. This means not only a frenzied rat-race but 
much less co-operation among students. They seem reluctant 
to help each other in any way in case someone steals a march on 
them. I cannot see any change in this but unfortunately expect 
many more nervous breakdowns and suicide attempts this year.

In my first year I barely visited the Library until the third term. 
Now it is full since the first term. Even so the refreshment of 
breaking loose is not sought and the real need to develop 
outside interests is ignored. I would go insane studying one 
discipline alone - I always made sure I had other things to do, 
even if it was simply drinking, but many just keep their heads 
down.

Yours sorrowfully,
Chris La Hatte

BITE YOUR BUM

The Editor,
My rapidly diminishing faith in the accuracy and relevance of 
the reportage in our illustrious Craccum plumeted when I saw 
last week's issue. By what right has the editor to decide who are 
the 'serious' candidates in the presidential race. What a complete 
distortion of the situation when 2 candidates are splattered over 
2/3rds of a page and the other 19 get a paltry 1/3rd of the next 
page.

As editor Miss Chunn your duty is to present us the voters with 
a fair and even picture of the candidates policies whatever they 
may be, and in this you have failed miserably. In featuring 2 
contenders along with their incorrectly labelled photographs, 
you have proved yourself a poor substitute for a professional' 
editor.

Love,
Chris Piesse

Yours,
W.J. Grant Love,

Ian Bach
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A BRIEF ENCOUNTER

U63r t-uI iu i, . , ., *
Recently during my holidays, I went on a trip to Hamilton and 
Rotorua. While staying at the Youth hostel in Rotorua one 
night, I met an Israeli student who had done a couple of years of 
military service in the army.
As our conversation touched oh the Middle East conflict, I was 
shocked by what he has to say. He referred to the Palestinians 
as'animals' and the Arabs being 'stupid people who had the 
wealth from oil exports and yet being unable to develop 
themselves.' Such views can only reflect the minds of racists.
That brief encounter convinced me that there is, after all, an 
element of truth in the numerous articles about Israeli racism 
which appeared in issues of Craccum, Salient, etc. and justified 
Don Carson's pro-Arab stance in the Middle East conflict. I was 
also glad then, that I am a Malaysian as Malaysia does not 
recognise the nation of Israel.

Yours faithfully,
Stephen Wee

beating t h e  s y s t e m

Dear Bursary Collectors,
Fast and present students have used methods aimed at Beating 
the Bursary System - some being immoral and others probably 
being illegal. I have heard of the following -
1. Make application for unemployment benefit so that you have 
an interview before sitting your first exam (phone the dept and 
ask how long the waiting list is).
2. If living at home transfer your parents home address to an 
Aunt or Uncle living in another district then apply for the full 
living away from home bursary (extra $1 1 / week)
3. If the above is impossible then apply for a hardship bursary. 
State the amount of rent your parents are charging eg $20 / week 
and make a full and detailed list of all expenses - eg socks $20 / 
university year. (Take heed of the expense list put out by the 
Students' Association).
4. If you are completing your degree part-time enrol for a
full time course (making the fail papers ones you don't want to 
pass or need for your degree) and collect the appropriate bursary.
Probably other means have also been exploited. Question: Do 
students deserve increased bursaries when fellow (Bloody 
Bludging) Students are deliberately ripping off the system ?
The country does not owe students a 'Living' Bursary.

A disgusted honest ? Student

PS: I can't afford a typewriter, cannot type or afford type­
writer's fees as I am collecting a minimum bursary.

BITCHIN'

Dear Sir/Madam et al.,
lam yet again amazed at the bigoted and narrow-minded 
attitude the Craccum editor exhibits in reply to letters. Over 
the past few weeks, replies have been rude and unconstructive.
For example, in issue 15:
'I'm the one struck dumb by fascist drivel like this.'
'I can't really be bothered replying to this letter.'
Like everyone else involved .... your mind is made up ...

no amount of statistics etc. will ever change it.'
and in the article, 'Bitching in the Council Room', a student
is banned from publishing in Craccum (save for letters, I hope),
for what was basically a joke, (petty though it may have seemed).
lam well aware that the Craccum staff feel a need to reply to 
letters, critical of their work, but they never seem to accept 
criticism from ye average student, either rationally, or with 
anything approaching good grace.
And it is not just a comedy of manners: Students expect their 
own, paid-for, paper to give them a fair hearing, free from snide, 
personal remarks about the inadequacies of our personalities 
(profuse though these may be).
I don't give a damn about anyone else's politics (Craccum, or 
whoever), but I do object to the barbed replies the editor gives to 
letters expressing genuine opinions. Surely she has the rest of the 
paper to air her views.
What do you bet, that this letter draws a remark about my not 
being able to read accurately, or it being printed, only because 
of the editor’s passing mood of liberality ?

Yours,
Frances Lu

A  SAD STO R Y

Dear Louise,
Often after I've been in the cafe, hoping in vain to find some­
thing other than those perennial semi-stale, half-filled, 'filled' 
rolls or one of those Oh, so delicious Irvines' fru it pies with 
that disgusting circle of mock cream floating on the jelly, or a 
'one-bite' size slice of apple pie for 26 cents, I come out starving, 
vowing that I'm going to write to Louise expressing my 
dissatisfaction with the whole catering system.
But I don't; I just go up to the Kiwi or down to the I to get a 
proper filled roll and cool off. I guess I'm just a typical apathetic 
student. (Although I have been to one SRC meeting this year - 
what a bloody joke that was ! - I came out convinced that SRC 
should not stand for Students' 'Representative' Council - or is it 
committee; no-one around here seems to know - But I'll leave 
that today).
I suppose then you're wondering what has moved me to put pen 
to paper (something the English Department has been trying in 
vain to do all year) - Well this letter is not really addressed to 
you, Louise; it's more addressed to that Bastard, that dishonest 
Bastard, who sto le  my big, grey 'flasher' coat from the Old Grad 
Bar on Friday July 14, sometime after 11.15 p.m.
I'll tell you now, mate, you've got a damn good coat. Oh, sure,
I'll admit there are a few holes in the right shoulder, where it 
foolishly took on a motorcycle chain early last year. But apart 
from that, it's in pretty good nick, isn't it ! If you look after it 
properly, it'll look after you. It kept the arthritis away from my 
great-uncle for well over 15 years. It spent most of '76 with me 
in Wellington. I'm sure any ex-Vic students reading this will 
appreciate the calibre of the coat that left my life so abrubtly, 
when I tell them that I was never once cold as I daily fought 
my way up Mount Street through the icy wind and horizontal 
rain to get to Varsity.
It hitch-hiked down to Timaru, with me late last May. In fact, we 
spent some of our Closest moments together, praying for a lift  
just south of Kaikoura as the snow settled on the hills behind 
and the sea struggled to throw the kelp up on to the road beside 
us.
Around the streets of Auckland, it served me well last year, 
and was doing the same this year - especially on cold winter 
nights. Yes, mate, it'll be at night when you’ ll most appreciate 
my 'Albert Flasher' coat. (That's what it was affectionately 
called by so many). We saw Dylan together, Albert carried the 
flagons of wine in; we've eaten together, we've drunk together, 
and many a time, after a party, or on a train or bus thundering 
through the night, we've even slept together.
But just a word of advice, whoever you are; as much as you may 
want to, don't wear Old Albert too often - Because I'll recognise 
him anywhere, and I've got a lot of friends who'll pick him a 
mile off too ! So don't be too surprised mate, if someone 
questions you about the coat you're wearing when you're 
watching rugby at Walker Park, out in Pt Chev; or hitchhiking 
along the Southern Motorway early one morning; or even when 
you're just doing your shopping in Newmarket on a Friday 
evening.
For your sake, you fils d'encule, (excuse the French) I hope it's 
me who finds you, because basically I'm a passive sort. I won't 
be held responsible for some of my more aggressive friends - 
some of whom were almost as close to Albert as I was.
Anyway, I’ll be checking the custodian's office-daily, just in 
case he’s been 'found'. It was a bit chilly last night, so I know 
that the person who's wearing him will appreciate just how much 
I miss him. I hope that if he has any sort of compassion - if 
he's doing a B. A. (They call them Bachelor of Humanities down 
at Waikato) - he might just return my old friend, and in doing so 
make my winter and that of my flatmates and friends a better 
prospect than it seems now.

Yours,
Greg Divine
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Good m orn ing /a fte rnoon  readers,
Well, brothers, th is  week we have a really u ltra -fine  
v irtuoso perform ance fro m  the Craccum band, all 
tw en ty  fo u r pages. A ltho ug h  th is ensemble can always 
be relied on fo r  innovative tracts, they have excelled 
themselves th is tim e. Louise is her usually expansive 
self, Brian's technica l arrangement is again superb. 
Backing provided by Peter, M artin , Eugenie and Chris 
adds a touch o f elegance and ornam ent to  the issue. 
A lthough  no t w ith o u t its social barbs, th is week's copy 
is bound to  be a b lock buster. Get in to  it w h ile  copies 
last.

Notices fo r  Take Note or Dear D iary must reach the 
Craccum o ffice  by Thursday 12 noon. Notices should be 
clearly w r itte n  or typed  and kep t short and to  the po in t. 
Leave them  in our pigeonhole o r bring them  to  our 
o ffice .

I'V E  FO U N D  IT  !!

A  young wom an trave lling  on a c ity -bound  bus on 
July 14 le ft  her camera behind. Ian has found  it  and 
he's available at 797-742.

S A LU T A T IO N S

The Craccum s ta ff u tilize  th is le ftover space to , on 
behalf o f the entire  U n ivers ity  s ta ff and study body we 
are sure, wish Louise, our esteemed Editress and m ento r 
a paradisical 22nd b irthday  ------ Christ !, m y m others
on ly  42. The sparkle o f you th  in Louise's eyes is 
superceded by a b loodsho t lacklustre, a sadness at the
middle-aged m ed iocrity  she feels setting i n .......happy
b irthday Louise.

TEE-HEE

Nom inations are now  open fo r the positions o f E d ito r, 
Technical E d ito r, Advertis ing Manager and D is tr ib u tio n  
Manager o f Craccum o f 1979. N om ina tions close w ith  
the Association Secretary at 5 pm on M onday August 15.

M O A N A  R A H I: 
a d ia ry  o f  Pacific arts.

A  new lite ra ry  magazine: young, v ita l, w ith  a clear voice 
ou t o f and fo r  the South Pacific. Designed w ith  emphasis 
on pu b lica tio n  o f works o f w rite rs , poets, artists, etc. 
w ith in , bu t no t lim ited  to  the South Pacific. We welcome 
anyth ing o f Pacific value and interest.
C o n trib u tion s  to  :
Tasi M alifa 
E d ito r, Moana Rahi,
P.O. Box 244,
Dunedin 
New Zealand.

REW ARD O FF E R E D

Steel and Horn penkn ife  w ith  corkscrew attachm ent le ft 
in the U n ivers ity  Restaurant 6 .30 pm Tuesday Ju ly  11. 
Sentim ental value, good reward offe red to  finde r, phone 
M artin  370-585.

A R TS  C O U N C IL

N om inations are now  open fo r  the position  o f N.Z. 
S tudents' A rts  Council Representative fo r  1979. 
N om ina tion  form s are available fro m  the G round F loor 
Studass and nom inations close at the SRC m eeting to  
be held on 2 August 1979 at 1 pm.

The main type  o f asthma m et w ith  in young people is, 
bronchia l asthma and it  is characterised by paroxysm s o f 
d if f ic u lt  breathing accompanied by wheezing. This results 
from  tem porary  narrow ing o f the lung a irway tubes ca ll­
ed bronch i by muscle spasm and swelling o f the lin ing  o f 
the tubes w h ich  may exude a viscid secretion. The bron­
chial narrow ing in terferes w ith  lung ven tila tion  and 
increases the w o rk  o f breathing by raising the resistance 
of air f lo w  w ith in  the tubes. This breathing d if f ic u lty  is 
more m arked du ring  the exp ira tion  o f air and th is leads 
to  air being 'trapped ' in the lungs. The narrowed bronch i 
can no longer be e ffec tive ly  cleared o f mucus by the act 
o f coughing and many o f the smaller b ronch i may become 
obstructed by tenacious secretions w h ich  adds to  breathing 
d ifficu ltie s .

Asthm a is o ften  regarded as having an allerg ic com pon­
ent in its make up and many asthmatics su ffe r from  
other allerg ic disorders such as allerg ic rh in itis  and 
eczema. A  fa m ily  h is to ry  o f these disorders is o ften  
present and allergens responsible can be pollens, house 
dust, feathers and fungal spores. Ingested allergens 
are also recognised as being responsible, such as fish, eggs, 
m ilk , yeasts and wheat. O ther p rec ip ita tants o f attacks 
can be tobacco smoke, cold air, bacterial in fe c tion  in 
the resp ira to ry trac t and em otiona l stress. Strenuous 
exercise can also provoke an asthm atic a ttack. T rea t­
ment starts by a llow ing the pa tien t to  take up the 
position w h ich  is most com fortab le , e ither propped 
up in bed or s ittin g  in a chair.

Aerosol sprays are generally used nowadays to  trea t 
attacks and th is is o ften  supported by use o f medicine 
to  help d ila te  or open up the bronchia l tubes.
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Winners And Losers
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r  t ' r r t b T i r  r ,hivote on the ntembers Executive believe that students
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Saving our Sisters
te rrib le  cramps. M y main m em ory o f com ing ou t o f the 
anaesthtic was reassuring the other wom en th a t 
everyth ing was a lrigh t.

The following article was written by a Massey University 
student who, through the help of the Save Our Sisters 
organisation (S.O.S.), flew to Sydney for an abortion.
We reprint this article from Chaff, Massey's student 
paper, with the reminder that there must be many more 
examples of this experience in our own city than in 
Palmerston North.

The purpose o f th is  artic le  is :
(a) to  provide in fo rm a tio n  fo r  any wom an who 

decides to  go to  Sydney fo r  an abortion .
(b) to  m otiva te students to  consider the repeal o f the 

present law on abortion  if  they haven 't already.

I w ill ou tlin e  m y personal beliefs and values before 
discussing the experience I w ent th rough . I believe in 
the existence o f the soul as th a t po ten tia l, la ten t in every 
human, to  m anifest virtues such as justice, honesty and 
patience. I believe the soul exists at concep tion  and tha t 
by prayer and such habits as good d ie t during pregnancy, 
the foe tus ' po tentia l fo r  physical, sp iritua l and mental 
development can be enhanced. Therefore, I see abo rtion  
as the te rm in a tio n  o f  human life .

In early March, th is year, I discovered th a t I was 
pregnant. For various reasons, w h ich  I do n o t feel 
obliged to  lis t, I decided to  have an abortion . I have 
stated m y beliefs in order, h o p e fu lly , to  show th a t th is 
was no t an easy decision to  reach. The process fro m  tha t 
decision to  getting on the plane to  Sydney was basically 
as fo llow s :
-  Pregnancy test.
-  Discussed s itua tion  w ith  docto r.
-  D octo r o ffe red to  refer me to  S.O.S.

- Referral to  S.O.S. by do c to r is essential as th is 
indicates th a t some counselling has taken place 
although, as I fou nd  o u t later, there is no guarantee 
tha t adequate counselling is always provided.

-  Arranged b lood  tests (no charge). This saves $80 in 
Sydney.

-  Arranged prescrip tion  fo r  m edica tion to  be taken 
after abortion . Again, th is saves m oney in Austra lia .

-  Received le tte r to  give to  d o c to r in A ustra lia .
-  Phoned S.O.S. and was in fo rm ed :

- O f the date and tim e  o f the next S.O.S. f lig h t.
- F ligh t cost N .Z. $352.
- Where to  book f lig h t in tow n ;
-T lig h t  to  Sydney leaves W elling ton at 7 .30 a.m. and 
returns by m id n ig h t on the same day.
- O vernight accom m odation in W elling ton w ou ld  be 
arranged.
- I was to  be to ld  w h ich Sydney c lin ic  I was to  attend 
im m edia te ly before the flig h t.

-  F IN A N C E  - I am a student and there fore had no 
money saved. F o rtuna te ly  a friend  was able to  lend 
me $500.

-  I changed N Z$140 in to  about A $1 28  and too k  
another N Z$40 w ith  me also.

-  The bank has to  sight you r a ir ticke ts before convert­
ing you r m oney to  Austra lian dollars.

-  Plane ticke ts  are paid one week in advance o f the 
flig h t.

I fe lt an absolute wreck a few  days before leaving. For 
the f irs t tim e  ever I asked fo r  valium  to  be prescribed, 
(although I o n ly  to o k  4 ou t o f the 28 p ills  I've learned 
not to  be so c ritica l o f people w ho resort to  m edica tion 
to relieve tension).

On the Tuesday n igh t before the f lig h t I caught the 
train to  W elling ton. I called the  S.O.S. person on d u ty  
that week and she gave me m y host's telephone number. 
My host, picked me up at the sta tion and looked after 
me well. She drove me to  the  a irp o rt in the m orn ing 
where I m et up w ith  the 14 o ther wom en w ho were on 
the S.O.S. f lig h t. We were div ided in to  several groups by 
the S.O.S. representative according to  the c lin ic  we were 
to attend. The 15 o f  us were all d iffe re n t shapes; ages 
and co lour and we were all frigh tened. We supported 
each other th rough  the w hole, ghastly experience. On 
looking back, I f in d  it  in teresting and sad th a t no t a 
single male was at the  a irp o rt to  see his lady o ff.

Most o f us were no t a llowed to  eat, d r in k  or smoke on 
the tr ip  because we were due to  have general anaesthetic 
rather than local anaesthetic during  the opera tion. The 
airport and a irline  s ta ff must have know n w ha t was 
going on. Most o f us experienced questions in the fo llo w ­
ing sequence:
(1) 'A re  you  sure you  w o u ld n 't like breakfast?'
(2) 'H o w  long w ill you be in A ustra lia  ?'
(3) 'O n ly  a day ! .... w hy are you going over ?'

On arrival in Sydney we broke in to  our groups. Five o f 
us were allocated to  Dr W all's c lin ic  so we shared a tax i 
into the c ity  $1 each). One lady was M aori, in  her th irties, 
married w ith  ch ild ren, w o rk ing  fu ll tim e , w ith  an uncar­
ing husband. One lady was a young, single teacher. One 
was divorced, w o rk ing  fu ll tim e  and bring ing up tw o  
children. One was young, unm arried, w o rk ing  fu ll tim e  
and raising a todd le r.

The c lin ic  was an o ld , shabby, fa r fro m  clean house. We 
arrived at 9 a.m. and sat around w a iting  fo r  2 hours, 
wondering w hat was going to  happen. Our names and 
m oney were taken (A $  80 fo r  an abortion , A $1 0  fo r  an 
IU D  - the o ther clin ics were m ore expensive). I t  appeared 
th a t the c lin ic  opens on ly  3 days o f the week as there is 
in su ffic ie n t business to  be running fu ll tim e. A b o u t 50 
abortions are perform ed per week. Women are processed 
in 8 .30 am or 11 am sessions. A b o u t 13 o f us went 
through together th a t m orn ing.

T w o doctors were on d u ty . I was in terviewed by one fo r 
5 m inutes and he managed to  increase m y anx ie ty  even 
fu rth e r. In it ia lly  he asked if  I was nervous and on my 
rep ly ing rather fe rven tly  in the a ffirm a tive  he asked, 
'W hat on earth fo r  ?' Perhaps the trend o f the in te rv iew  
was supposed to  dispel fear and instil confidence. I t  d id  
neither.

I was in fo rm ed tha t I cou ld  ascend to  the h ith e rto  
m ysterious upper storey and prepare fo r  the opera tion 
A t  the to p  we were met by a fr ie n d ly , f irm , o ld  lady w ith  
d ir ty  fingernails. There were 2 bedroom s w ith  5 or more 
beds in each. We New Zealanders were pu t in one room , 
to ld  to  s trip  and to  pu t on the gown and m u ltic o lo u r 
striped socks provided. Then we were to ld  th a t we 
should have b rought o ld fashioned sanitary belts and 
pads w ith  us as the blood w ou ld  'gush' o u t o f us afte r 
the opera tion . For $2 each we were provided w ith  the 
necessities.

We were then herded in to  one bedroom  and q u ick ly  
lectured by one o f the doctors. We were given numbers 
in sequence. When one girl w en t next doo r fo r  the 
opera tion, the  next in line was to  go to  the loo  and be 
ready w a iting . Once on the opera ting tab le we were to  
pu t the le ft arm ou t, clench and unclench ou r f is t wh ile  
being given the anaesthetic by  in jec tion  a li t t le  later.

I was num ber 2. Num ber 1 had been gone o n ly  five  or 
ten m inutes when she was led, staggering, m oaning, eyes 
closed to  her bed and le ft to  slum p dow n on it. I t  gave 
us all a shock. W ith in  a few  m inutes i  was on the table 
and o u t c o ld . ! w oke up w ith  m y face being slapped 
a id  vaguely remember dropp ing  on to  m y bed w ith

We were allowed to  rest ly ing  dow n fo r  5 m inutes and 
then to ld  to  sit up and start m oving around. We were 
given some k ind  o f pain k ille r w h ich was very effective. 
W ith in  15 m inutes I was up checking o ther wom en to  
see they were O K. One hadn 't received her pain k ille rs 
and, on enqu iring, the o ld  lady supervising to ld  me tha t 
I cou ld go ahead and adm in ister them  !

Before we le ft the c lin ic  I w ent back in to  the operating 
room  and asked the do c to r how  he fe lt about perfo rm ing 
abortions. He stated th a t it  was just like  cu ttin g  o u t part 
o f the stomach if  there was cancer ... to  h im  there was 
no human life  before b ir th . He was on ly  concerned w ith  
the wom an's mental and physical health. I th in k  in 
retrospect, th a t upset me the most. I t  h it  me hard th a t 
13 babies had been aborted and were somewhere in the 
c lin ic , presum ably to  be th ro w n  away like refuse.

I may seem to  be a mass o f con trad ic tions  - I make no 
apologies fo r  it. I s till th in k  th a t abo rtion  should be 
made available to  those w ho choose it. B ut w hat must be 
taken in to  account is th a t fo r  many wom en, if i t  w e ren 't 
fo r  the social and financia l pressure, they w ou ld  no t 
choose to  have abortions.

Soon a fte r 1 pm  we were encouraged to  leave the c lin ic  
and go sightseeing. So the 5 o f us spent the a fte rnoon  at 
Bondi Junc tion . We met up w ith  the  rest o f the  wom en 
in the  evening at the  a irpo rt. Everyone seemed in fa ir ly  
good shape, possib ly because we had o ffe red so much 
support to  each other. B u t m any in the group were going 
back to  a non-support s itua tion . I returned to  a stable 
re la tionship b u t reached rock b o tto m  when the fu ll 
im pact o f the  day f in a lly  h it  m e.J constan tly  th in k  o f 
the others and whether they have been able to  cope.

Some o f us w ho w ent to  Dr W all's c lin ic  have com p la in ­
ed abou t the  low  standard o f cleanliness in pa rt o f the 
house and we suspect also during  operations. One o f us 
has come dow n w ith  a w om b-in fec tion . A  recom m enda­
tio n  is being made by the Palmerston branch o f S.O.S. 
to  stop using Dr W all's c lin ic .

This report does no t include specific in fo rm a tio n  about 
the o ther clin ics. In general, they seem to  be cleaner and 
more expensive. Dr W all's c lin ic  perform ed one abortion  
th a t m orn ing w ith o u t know ing  the c lien t s b lood group­
ing. O ther c lin ics insist on b lood tests. For anyone 
th in k in g  o f a tuba l liga tion  - some clin ics are w illin g  to  
do it  fo r  $10  at the same tim e  as the abortion  - bu t it 
may be necessary to  stay overn ight in Sydney.

In conclusion, I can 't help bu t wonder how m any
S.P.U.C. members have experienced the ho rro r, o r at the 
very least, high anx ie ty  associated w ith  an unwanted 
pregnancy. W hat e ffec t does it have on the unborn ch ild  
and w hat consequences does it  ho ld  fo r  the ch ild 's  
fu tu re  developm ent ?

O f the wom en I have ta lked to  who have had abortions, 
most do no t regret the ir decision bu t m ost say they 
w ou ld  no t consider i t  again. T h in k  about ou r legislation. 
I f  you have read th is  far w ith o u t fa lling  asleep and 
whether you are male o r female, imagine th a t you have 
just discovered th a t you are pregnant. W H A T  A R E  YO U 
G OING  TO  DO ?

Saul A lin sky  has the fo llo w in g  to  say abou t the ethics o f 
means and ends: 'One's concern w ith  the ethics o f means 
and ends varies inversely w ith  one's personal in terest in 
the issue. When we are no t d ire c tly  concerned our 
m o ra lity  overflow s; as La Rochefoucauld pu t it, vve all 
have strength enough to  endure the m isfortunes o f 
others. The f i f th  rule o f the ethics o f means and ends is 
tha t concern w ith  ethics increases w ith  the num ber o f 
means available and vice versa. To the man o f action the 
firs t c rite rio n  in determ in ing w h ich means to  em p loy is 
to  assess w hat means are available.

Reviewing and selecting available means is done on a 
stra ight u tilita r ia n  basis - w ill i t  w o rk  ? Moral questions 
may enter when one chooses among equa lly e ffective 
alternate means. B u t if  one lacks the lu xu ry  o f  a choice 
and is possessed o f on ly  one means then the eth ical 
question w ill never arise; au tom atica lly  the one means 
becomes endowed w ith  a m oral sp ir it, ft's  defence lies in 
the c ry  'W hat else cou ld I do ?' Inversely, the secure 
position  in w h ich  one possesses the choice o f a num ber 
o f e ffective  and pow erfu l means is always accompanied 
by th a t eth ical concern and serenity o f conscience so 
adm irab ly  described by M ark Tw ain as 'The calm  
confidence o f a Christian ho ld ing fo u r aces.'
(Rules fo r  Radicals, 1972 pp 26 &  32).

Since the above visit occured, the Palmerston North 
S. O.S. is not dealing any more with Dr Wall's clinic. 
Other Sydney clinics have a much higher standard o f  
service, but this does not remove the need for similar 
clinics in New Zealand.
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Prisoners or Conscience
This year has seen the establishment of an Amnesty 
International group on campus. Affiliated to A U S A , the 
group received official recognition from Amnesty 
Internationals London headquarters in June, and is now' 
working for the release of three prisoners of conscience. 
Most of the groupfs energy (its membership currently 
runs at about seventy) has in recent months been directed 
towards the work of establishing a new group and of 
becoming familiar with Amnesty's working methods. 
However more effort is now being made to adopt a 
higher profile; to publicise the groupfs existence as well1 
as the plight of its adopted prisoners. Its monthly 
newsletter, Release, is being widely circulated around 
campus, and posters and display boards are being 
prepared. Much activity is planned for Prisoner of 
Conscience Week in October when an exhibition on the 
theme of 'forgotten prisoners' will be mounted in the 
Little Theatre.

The three adopted prisoners include two East German 
doctors and an Indonesian student. The group has also 
been working for the release of top Ghanaian politician 
Komla Gbedemah, but it is likely that he was released 
in a general amnesty a few weeks ago. The two East 
Germans, Klaus and Margret Engelmann were arrested 
while attempting to flee the G D R  and in February this 
year were sentenced to 4 years and 2 years 10 months 
imprisonment repectively. Their two children are now  
living with their grandparents in the GDR. A t Hi/al, a 
student in petroleum engineering at the Bandung 
Institute of Technology was arrested during the recent 
student/government confrontation in Indonesia.

But for those who still don't know what we're all about: 
Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights 
movement which works impartially for the release of 
prisoners of conscience provided they have neither used

nor advocated violence. Prisoners of conscience can 
have been detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, 
ethnic origin, sex, religion or language. Amnesty 
International also opposes torture and the death 
penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates 
fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.

There are over 100,000 Amnesty members working in 
80 countries. The International Secretariat in London 
has a staff of 85 and handles nearly 5000 cases of 
human rights violations each year. Founded in 1961, 
Amnesty International's value was recognised last year 
with the award of the Nobel Peace Prize. Contacts on 
this campus are : Mike Ayers at 863-578 and John 
Mackie at 606-819.

The following article, written b y A !  member Peter 
Haynes draws attention to the political situation in 
Indonesia.

The human rights s itua tion  in Indonesia is we ll know n.
In its 1977 Report on Indonesia, Am nesty In te rna tiona l 
states tha t: 'w ith  regard to  numbers, time-scale, methods 
used by the governm ent and the h is to ry  o f mass k illings 
and massive arrests, po litica l im prisonm ent in Indonesia 
is w ith o u t parallel tod ay .' Am nesty In te rna tiona l has 
consistently po in ted ou t over the years tha t the 
Indonesian Governm ent's po licy  o f po litica l im p rison­
ment am ounts to  persistent and gross v io la tio n  o f human 
rights.

The facts are simple and te rrib le . Tens o f thousands o f 
po litica l prisoners in Indonesia are held captive w ith o u t 
tria l, or used as servants by local m ilita ry  commanders, 
or exp lo ited  as forced labour, o r subjected to  an archaic 
po licy  o f transporta tion  to  penal colonies such as 
Buru Island. They are ill-trea ted by the au thorities. The 
m a jo rity  have now  been held prisoner fo r m ore than 
12 years w ith o u t tr ia l. Men, women and ch ild ren are 
held prisoner, a rb itra r ily  and at the d iscretion o f local 
m ilita ry  commanders.

Am nesty 's interest in Indonesia dates from  its found ing 
in 1961 when it w orked fo r the release o f ind iv idua l 
prisoners o f conscience, at th a t tim e critics  o f  the 
Sukarno G overnm ent. In the early years afte r 
Independence, Indonesia had been v ir tu a lly  free from  
po litica l im prisonm ent. N o fu n t i l  the late 1950s, after 
local rebellions in several regions, were large scale 
po litica l arrests made. By the early 1960's m ost po litica l 
detainees were released; a few  remained in prison and 
were jo ined by occasional journalists and critics  o f the 
Government.

Am nesty's w o rk  really began in the a fte rm ath  o f the 
abortive coup staged in September 1965 by a small 
group o f m iddle-ranking arm y officers. During the early 
1960s there had been increasing po larisation in Indones­
ian po litics. The le ft-w ing  groupings led by the 
Com m unist Party were opposed by po litica l and m ilita ry  
groupings to  the righ t. The September 30 coup was 
qu ick ly  suppressed by the A rm y  bu t in the massive and 
b loody inqu is ition  wh ich fo llow e d , the A rm y  attem pted 
to e lim inate all le ft-w ing  elements in Indonesian society. 
Vast numbers o f people were taken prisoner, and, in an 
l nrecedented orgy o f b lood le tting , over ha lf a m illio n  
people were k illed . O f those arrested bu t no t k illed  at 
least ha lf a m illio n  were kept in prison. Today there 
remains, th roughou t Indonesia, tens o f thousands o f 
po litica l prisoners held w ith o u t charge or tr ia l in 
connection w ith  the events o f 1965.

The to ta l num ber o f p o litica l prisoners held w ith o u t 
tria l in Indonesia has been estimated by Am nesty 
In ternationa l at more than 55,000 probab ly nearer 
100,000. A lthough  thegovernm ent announced an 
apparently comprehensive release programme fo r the 
1965 prisoners in December 1976, arrest and de ten tion  
remains a com m on da ily  occurrence th rou gh ou t 
Indonesia. The num ber o f p o litica l prisoners there fore 
fluctuates, bu t is un like ly  to  fa ll substantia lly  over the 
long term .

Arrest, in te rrogation , de ten tion  and c lassification o f 
po litica l prisoners in Indonesia are carried o u t by A rm y  
officers who derive the ir a u th o rity  fro m  the Com m and 
fo r the Restoration o f Security and Order, K opkam tib . 
Established in O ctober 1965, th is massive state security 
apparatus continues to  exist and retains w ide powers to  
investigate and con tro l all p o litica l a c tiv ity  in the 
Republic.

Am nesty In ternationa l has summed the s itua tion  up:
'The a rb itra ry  powers available to  K op kam tib ; the to ta l 
m ilita ry  con tro l in all matters relating to  po litica l arrest, 
in te rrogation  and im prisonm ent, to  the exclusion o f 
c iv ilian , jud ic ia l, and o rd inary  law -enforcem ent o ffic ia ls ; 
the a rb itra ry  nature o f arrest, de tention  and Classification, 
w ith  denial o f all righ t o f appeal; the lack o f supervision

and the to ta l absence o f independent checks on the 
exercise o f the alm ost u n lim ite d  powers o f ind iv idua l 
m ilita ry  o ffice rs; the use o f to rtu re ; all these factors 
create an overwhelm ing structure  o f in tim id a tio n  and 
repression. When Indonesian citizens are taken prisoner 
on suspicion o f p o litica l deviations, they are at the mercy 
o f the ir in terrogators, w ho may trea t them  as they 
please/

The latest wave o f repression in Indonesia fo llow e d  a 
period o f widespread student pro test th ro u g h o u t Java. 
S tudent unrest began in August last year w ith  demands 
and accusations th a t the widespread co rru p tio n  in 
Indonesian adm ins itra tion  and po litica l life  be 
im m edia te ly  investigated and stopped. In December 
there were student dem onstra tions in Jogjakarta, Central 
Java, pro testing against v io la tions o f human rights.

These were fo llow ed  in January by alm ost da ily  
dem onstrations against the re-election o f President 
Suharto. In Jakarta a young heckler shouted 'lies ' as the 
Speaker o f Parliament, Adam  M alik , addressed a 
gathering o f school ch ild ren. In Jogjakarta, students 
displayed a c o ff in  labelled 'dem ocracy ' and protested 
at the prov inc ia l parliam ent. A t  Surabaya ha lf a dozen 
dem onstrators were in jured by bayonet-w ie ld ing police.

Much o f the pro test centered at the prestigious Bandung 
Ins titu te  o f  Technology (IT B ), where on January 14 
more than 1000 students issued a statem ent rejecting the 
re-election o f President Suharto fo r  another five-year 
term . T w o days later the ITB  S tudent C ouncil issued a 
'S tuden t W hite B ook', a scathing c ritiq ue  o f the 
G overnm ent's developm ent policies. I t  denounced the 
grow ing gap between the rich and poor in Indonesia and 
attacked the Indonesian Parliam ent fo r  being im po ten t 
and non-representative o f the people, as well as detailing 
the failures o f the Governm ent. I t  fu rth e r critic ised  the 
present legal system fo r  allegedly favouring the elite.

The governm ent crackdow n on student dissent saw the 
closing dow n o f most o f Indonesia's free press, the 
suspension o f all student organisations and the banning 
o f all po litica l activ ities on campuses. In a series o f 
ligh tn ing  raids dozens o f student activists were rounded 
up. On February 9 tw o  ba tta lions o f armed troops were 
sent to  disperse alm ost 400 students gathered at ITB  to  
protest against the arrest o f th e ir fe llo w  students.

A ltoge the r several hundred students were arrested during 
the curren t s tudent/governm ent c o n fro n ta tio n . A lthough 
many have been released it  is now  tho ugh t th a t there are 
about 200 s till in de ten tion . In early A p r il, the  
Indonesian Lawyers Association called fo r  th e ir  release. 
The governm ent, however, rejected th is plea; instead 
A dm ira l Sudom o, head o f K op kam tib  announced tha t 
about 60 students w ill be brought to  tr ia l.

Am ong the students arrested in recent m onths was A l 
H ila l, a student in pe tro leum  engineering at the 
Bandung In s titu te  o f Technology. A l H ilal was arrested 
in February/M arch fo r allegedly tak ing part in a n ti­
governm ent dem onstrations, and is being held in 
Bandung Central Prison. His trea tm ent there is no t 
know n, and he is no t expected to  be brought to  tria l.
His case has however been taken up by A uckland 
University 's A m nesty In te rna tiona l group, w ho are 
public is ing his p ligh t as well as pressuring the Indonesian 
authorities fo r  his release.

Few details o f the recent student co n fro n ta tio n  w ith  the 
Indonesian Governm ent, and the harsh wave o f repress­
ion w h ich  fo llow e d , have been reported in A uckland 's  
da ily  press. The Star and the Herald prefer to  
concentrate on the advantages o f New Zealand's grow ing 
trade w ith  Indonesia. They ignore the p ligh t o f the 
v ic tim s o f the Suharto regime, w h ich  has easily one o f 
the w o rs t records in human rights in the w o rld .
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The Silent M ajority
The following article was submitted to Craccum by a 
student. We feel it is an important statement, principally 
because it shows student concern for the workings of 
our Association, a concern seldom voiced b y those 
uninvolved in the workings of AU S A.

Several weeks ago CRACCUM  ran a front-page story 
criticising the fac t th a t although some students had 
witnessed a recent stabbing outside the lib ra ry , no one 
had come fo rw a rd  to  provide evidence at the jud ic ia l 
enquiry. The artic le  then con tinued to  generally 
condemn the present tendency o f students avoid ing 
what they  see as 'con ten tious  issues'.

However, ou r average apathetic student should now be 
quite relieved to  hear th a t apathy is a co n d itio n  being 
bureacratically enforced by ou r S tudent U n ion 
Executive. For they to o  — despite the ir occasional 
pretences o f ac tiv ity  and radicalism  — are essentially 
a body who encourage apathy. When it  does no t exist, 
it seems, they are w illin g  to  con jure it  in to  being.

They proved th is at th e ir  last Executive meeting when 
-  like the silent witnesses to  the stabbing — they  made 
it clear th a t they d id  no t w ant to  become involved in 
the same 'con ten tious issue'. In order to  wriggle 
themselves in to  th is  pos ition , they passed a m o tio n  
banning a fu n c tio n  w h ich  was due to  be held in the 
Cafeteria, the proceeds o f wh ich were to  be used to  
assist in the legal defence o f the man accused o f the 
stabbing.

Permission fo r  th is  fu n c tio n  had been granted previously 
by the Assistant Registrar o f the S tudent Un ion. I t  was 
to be held on the Saturday evening o f m id -te rm  break; 
tickets had been p rin ted , food  arranged, and musicians

had volunteered th e ir  services. But the gutless 
manoeuvrings o f ou r illus trious  Executive pu t an end to  
the hard w o rk  o f the organisers. N ow  the ir evening o f
fo lk  music w ill be held in five weeks t im e ..... and in
south A uck land , since all o ther prospective venues seem 
to  be booked o r prefer also no t to  'become invo lved '.

I f irs t heard o f the Executive's back-tracking from  a 
student w ho was involved w ith  the planning o f the 
fun c tion . Though I was no t involved, it seemed to  me 
tha t our S tudents ' Association w ou ld  no t have stamped 
on such a well-m eaning group o f people w ith o u t good 
reason. U n fo rtu na te ly , the m inutes o f the meeting 
reported o n ly  th a t one person opposed the m o tio n , one 
abstained, w h ile  the rest supported it. So m y friend  and 
I plucked up the courage to  enter tha t fortress fo r 'the  
defence o f human liberties ', the S tudent U n ion.

Julian Leigh, the o n ly  Executive member to  oppose the 
m o tion , was the firs t person we spoke to . He fra n k ly  
stated th a t he regarded the con trac t made w ith  the 
Function  organisers as being b ind ing on the Association 
pa rticu la rly  since they had paid the hirage fee and no 
other groups needed the Cafe on the n igh t in question.

But o ther Executive members, and the ir assorted hangers- 
on, o ffered o n ly  varied shades o f the opposite op in ion . 
The meaning o f a con tract, o r respect fo r  the w o rk  done 
by the fu n c tio n  organisers, were mere tr iv ia  in the ir 
estim ations. Num ber one excuse dished o u t by them  
was .... you guessed i t .... they d id  no t w ant th e ir  beloved 
Association involved in a 'con ten tious  issue' !

Now tha t our Executive has in itia ted  a very real fo rm  o f 
censorship, exactly  w hat guidelines are to  be fo rm u la ted  
to  regulate its app lica tion  ? I f  someone, or some group,

objects to  an organisation Deing pe rm itted  to  use Union 
fac ilities , is the Executive going to  impose a ban in order 
to  avoid invo lvem ent in a 'con ten tious issue' ?
This type  o f s itua tion  in fac t does seem to  have caused 
the banning o f the fu n c tio n  in question. Several people 
in tim ated th a t there had been ob jections to  the  raising 
o f money in aid o f  a 'c rim in a l'. O ur im m ediate ob jection  
to  th is  slander was, o f course, to  suggest th a t legally a 
person is a 'c r im in a l' o n ly  a fte r being convicted o f a 
crim e. The man in question has no t been convic ted , and 
thus no one has the righ t - m ora lly , at least - to  b lock 
honest e ffo rts  to  provide h im  w ith  basic legal assistance. 
Since he is a po litica l refugee w ho speaks poo r English, 
earns a fa c to ry  w orker's  wage, and supports a fa m ily , his 
legal costs m ust be met by friends and supporters o f 
basic justice. "

Because o f the im p lica tions o f the Executive's decision, 
and because the m inutes o f the ir meeting report no th ing 
as to  the discussion associated w ith  th is m o tio n , I believe 
tha t the Executive is bound to  answer several questions:
1. W ill the Executive assure the organisers o f the defence 
fund tha t the banning o f the fu n c tio n  was no t m otiva ted 
by the be lie f th a t the accused man is g u ilty  and /o r is no t 
deserving o f fa ir legal assistance ?
2. Does the Executive consider th a t the Association is 
bound to  compensate the defence fund  organisers fo r 
the h u m ilia tio n  and d is rup tion  caused by the ill- 
conceived banning by Executive ?
3. How w ill Executive act i f  an ind iv idual o r group, using 
the precedent o f Executive's recent decision, demands 
tha t some o the r group espousing a 'con ten tious issue' be 
banned fro m  using S tudent U n ion fac ilities  ?

TO M  R Y A N

Bastion Point
For a large pa rt o f the seventeen m onths o f the  land 
occupation at Bastion Point, the Auckland U nivers ity  
Students' Association gave com plete support to  the 
protest. General Meeting Policy passed last year stated 
that 'A U S A  support the struggle o f the Nagti Whatua 
to retain t it le  to  the ir land at Bastion P o in t'. This 
moral support was backed by a num ber o f grants 
in the fo rm  o f services and m oney. T h roughou t the 
time the Students' Association was one o f the  groups 
strongest in the support i t  gave, som ething acknow ­
ledged by the leaders o f the  struggle. Now, w ith  the 
physical occupation over fo r  the tim e being students 
on Tuesday and Wednesday last week voted to  w ith ­
draw the ir support.

The controversy th a t surrounded the G overnm ent's 
eviction o f the portesters-on May 25 was reflected w ith ­
in the student body. The issue has been debated at a 
number o f recent SRC meetings and fin a lly  declared 
a contentious issue and a referendum  held.

To counter the ho rro r o f th is action expressed by many 
New Zealanders -- even among those w ho d id  no t 
support the pro test -- M uldoon started his 'red -ba iting '.

T ru th  fo llow e d  th is  up w ith  a series o f articles about 
the 'red ' in fluence on the Point, w ith  banner headlines 
such as 'Radicals planned vio lence at P o in t' and 'Reds 
pulled the strings'. The Governm ent p rin ted Justice 
Speight's judgem ent fro m  the Supreme C ourt tr ia l.

Since campus is no t d ivorced fro m  the rest o f society, 
it  too  has reflected th is  po larisation. Though it  should 
be po in ted o u t th a t the vote was no t decisive, one way 
or the other, w ith  around 150 separating the 'yes' and 
the 'n o ' vote. Perhaps the m ost d isappo in ting  aspect 
o f the vote is the low  po ll. O f over 10,000 students 
around 1700 were either interested enough o r m otiva ted 
enough to  vote one way or the other. I t  is a l i t t le  hard 
to  believe th a t the o ther 8000 do no t have an op in ion . 
The learning Hui on Maori land organised by the Exec­
utive on the M onday before the vo ting  d id  provoke 
some discussion o f the question. The 500 students who 
passed through heard a num ber o f guest speakers who 
included Joe Hawke, M att Rata, Peter R ikys and John 
M ille r, condem n the G overnm ent over Bastion Point 
in particu lar, and the w hole question o f Maori land and 
its con tinued alienation in general. U n fo rtu na te ly  the 
G overnm ent's pos ition  was no t defended because, along 
w ith  the po lice, they and a num ber o f o ther speakers

If there are such things as 'h igh ligh ts ' at SRC meetings 
the im p lica tion  o f Craccum in a p o litica l scandal at the 
July 12 m eeting was one to  qu icken the pulse. However, 
wade through the more mundane business o f the meeting 
before lu xu ria ting  in the gory details. Strangely enough 
the other business w asn 't all mundane and one could 
even say th a t the meeting was generally breezy and 
amusing, although it  d id have its earnest interludes.

Onto the m otions. Fast food  fans w ill relish the  news 
that SRC passed a m o tion  a llow ing the Macdonalds 
food chain to  d is tr ibu te  d iscount cards to  students.
These cards w ill en title  a student to  a hamburger at the 
usual price w ith  fries (q u a n tity  undeterm ined at th is stage 
stage) and a cup o f coffee th row n  in free. O pposition 
to the m o tion  claim ed th a t Macdonalds sell s h itty  foods 
and tha t A U S A  should p ro tec t its own Cafeteria. 
Obviously these people have ye t to  experience the 
gastronomic delights awaiting them  in the Cafe.

The Sport's Council m otions d id  l i t t le  to  raise the tem po 
of the meeting and incited v ir tu a lly  no debate a lthough 
this may have been due to  the size o f the speakers. The 
meeting passed a m o tion  advocating th a t the U n iversity 
leave Wednesday afternoons free o f academic a c tiv ity  to  
enable students to  make greater use o f the Rec Centre. 
Also passed was a m o tio n  fo rm a liz ing  the a ff ilia t io n  o f 
the Auckland U niversity C ricke t C lub to  the St Heliers 
Club.

Across the Tasman things aren 't as Ocker as they  may 
seem. The next m o tion  up moved th a t A U S A  send a 
message to  the Sydney Gay Rights M ovem ent supporting 
the ir stand and condem ning the alleged po lice b ru ta lity  
during a Gay dem onstra tion a few  weeks ago. Speaking 
on the  m o tion  Mr Peter Gleeson claim ed th a t Gay 
dem onstrators had been arrested w ith o u t charge and 
tha t police had used heavy-handed tactics. 'Th ings like 
slamming protestors heads between van doors ',
Mr Gleeson said sm iling self-consciously as the  assembly 
chuckled. The m o tion  was passed. Fo llow ing  in the same 
vein was a m o tio n  urging A U S A  to  support the righ t o f 
any group to  dem onstrate. A lso passed.

The next m o tio n  d iv ided the gallery and aroused the 
most heated debate o f the meeting. The m o tio n  stated 
tha t A U S A  donate one hundred do llars to  Tele thon, 
three days a fte r the event. Some declared th a t th is  was a 
unique o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  students to  pa rtic ipa te  in a 
com m un ity  event and to  create favourable p u b lic ity . 
Argum ents against the m o tio n  ranged fro m  claims tha t 
Telethon was a cap ita lis t confidence tr ic k  to  bolster up 
delapidated health services to  statements th a t $100 
could be bette r spent elsewhere (say fo r  needy students) 
especially a fte r Te le thon had already raised $3 m illio n . 
The vote was f in a lly  taken and Tele thon w ill never know  
how close it  came to  the $4 m illio n  mark. The m o tion  
was defeated.

refused to  come. This meant th a t the Hui d id  no t spark 
the debate as was o rig in a lly  honed bu t it  was a valuable 
learning experience fo r  those w ho attended.

It showed th a t the question o f Maori land rights is very 
im p o rta n t -  one o f  an extrem e ly explosive nature. A  
question th a t w ill no t go away and students w ill have to  
face up to  again in the fu tu re . A  Maori Land Rights 
Group, w h ich  was form ed to  help publicise the Hui and 
present th e ir p o in t o f view on the referendum , intends 
to  con tinue. A nd w h ile  the referendum  w ent against 
Bastion Point, next year's president, Janet R o th , stood 
on a strong program m e o f support fo r  the Ngati Whatua 
o f Tam aki and is determ ined to  campagin fo r  th is pos­
itio n  among students.

The issues o f Bastion Point, Ngatahine, Raglan and the 
hundreds o f o ther lands disputes w ill be w ith  students 
just as long as these grievances rem ain; w ith  racism 
firm ly  entrenched in pakeha New Zealand, and given the 
G overnm ent's present a ttitud e , tha t w ill be fo r  some 
tim e yet. The referendum  is ce rta in ly  no t the fina l 
word bu t the start o f fu rth e r live ly  and ho pe fu lly  
in fo rm ed debate and discussion on A uckland campus.

B R IG ID  M U L R E N N A N

Last o f the m otions before general business was one 
seeking A U S A 's  support fo r  a separate departm ent o f 
C om puter Studies at A uckland U niversity. The speaker 
claimed th a t A U  has inadequate C om puter fac ilities  
and courses. W ould you believe th a t W aikato U n iversity 
has 30 term inals com pared to  A uckland 's  15 ? Hardly 
w hat one m igh t call a con ten tious issue and the m o tion  
was given the green ligh t.
And now  fo r  the ju ic y  b it. When general business comes 
up, it  is usually a tim e when people are beginning to  
d r i f t  away, u n til some one like a bellicose Mr Foster 
drops a bom bshell, th a t is. As a tense silence enveloped 
the assembly, M r Foster alleged th a t M issC hunn, 
editress o f Craccum, was g u ilty  o f undeniable press bias. 
To elaborate, he claimed th a t Miss Chunn had devoted 
a d isp ropo rtiona te  am ount o f her artic le  on the 
Presidential candidates to  Janet R oth and Joce lyn Gibson 
at the expense o f the o ther candidates. The assembly 
was in no m ood to  shun its respons ib ility  and coun te r­
allegations were m et w ith  coun te r exp lanations, all o f 
w hich contained an elem ent o f t ru th . Miss Chunn was 
no t present at the m eeting bu t it seems th a t she had 
d if f ic u lty  ob ta in ing  po licy  statements fro m  the other 
candidates due to  a fa u lty  com m unica tions connection  
w hich has now  been remedied. So if  you are s till fro th in g  
at the m ou th  over the inc iden t come and see Louise w ho 
w ill be on ly  to o  pleased to  exp la in it  all away.
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Zimbabweunworkable
The National Anti-Apartheid Council recently expressed 
its dissatisfaction with the New Zealand press coverage 
of recent developments in Southern Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe). The tendency in the national press is to 
accept the view presented by the former Smith Govern­
ment, in spite of the fact that this regime has been the 
subject of international condemnation and sanctions 
for a long period.

The following two articles are taken from, respectively, 
the 'Anti-Apartheid News' and 'Africa' magazine, and, 
say the National Anti-Apartheid Council, carry far 
more authority than do the versions of events which 
come straight from the Transitional Government.

Byron Hove, the author of this article, was a Minister in 
the Smith Government until he was recently dismissed.

On the m orn ing o f A p ril 14 th is year, I was sworn in as 
Jo in t M in ister o f Justice, Law and Order and o f the 
Public Service in the th ree-m onth o ld Transitiona l 
Government in Salisbury. A t the cerem ony, conducted 
in Earl Grey House, a com plex o f new governm ent 
offices, the Anglican Archdeacon o f Matebeleland, 
Jonathan S iyachitem a also swore in to  o ffice  eight o ther 
Black Ministers. We all swore an oath o f lo y a lty  to  the 
State o f Rhodesia and, as is the usual practice, to  our 
offices.

This was done under the 1969 Rhodesian C o ns titu tio n , 
the illega lity  o f w hich is in te rna tiona lly  recognised. But 
I take the view tha t fro m  the s tandpo in t o f in te rna tiona l 
law, the illega lity  ensuring fro m  U D A  pales in to  
irrelevance when the broader illega lity  o f settle r co lon ia l­
ism is considered. We have no t been figh ting  to  rescind 
U D I, we have been figh ting  fo r  libera tion .

Over 12 years earlier, I had been harassed, detained and 
imprisoned by the very same people and law enforcem ent 
agencies over w hich I now  had responsib ility  because o f 
my oppos ition  to  the Sm ith  regime. On several occasions 
I had been an un w illin g  guest in the S m ith  regimes 
prison cells u n til I was forced to  flee m y c o u n try  in to  
un in te rrup ted  exile. I had been practising as a Barrister 
in B rita in  since then, w ith  an in te rlude o f three years 
during w hich I served as an o ffice r at the Secretariat o f 
the Organisation o f A frican  U n ity  in Add is Ababa.

Why, then, d id  I accept a request by the leader o f my 
Party, the United A frican  National Council (U A N C ), 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, tha t I should jo in  the Cabinet o f 
the T ransitional Governm ent ?

F irst, a lthough I harboured serious misgivings about the 
po litica l efficacy o f certain aspects o f the Agreem ent 
reached on March 3 th is year by Bishop Muzorewa,
Chief Chirau, Ndabaningi S itho le and Ian S m ith , I 
believed tha t w ith  goodw ill on both sides the T ransitional 
Government w ould fac ilita te  the realisation o f the 
objective o f m a jo rity  rule fo r  wh ich the freedom  fighters 
and the people o f Z im babwe have been m aking supreme 
sacrifices. I viewed the Transitional G overnm ent s im p ly 
as a process - a lbe it an im perfect one - towards m a jo rity  
rule.

Second, the po litica l realities in Zim babwe appeared to  
suggest tha t the W hite popu la tion , h ith e rto  in transigent, 
had come to  terms w ith  the in e v ita b ility  o f m a jo r ity  
rule. In a w ord, they had come to  accept th a t they were 
being defeated by the armed sturggle. The econom y was 
on the b rink  o f collapse as a result o f the com bined 
strains placed upon it by the war and sanctions. W hite 
morale was at its lowest ebb ever - a fac to r dem onstrated 
by the increasing exodus, or 'ch icken-run ' as it  is popu­
larly know n, o f a considerable num ber o f W hite settlers.

When Ian S m ith , there fore, pu b lic ly  accepted a firm  
date fo r independence and the p rinc ip le  o f one man 
one vote, it appeared tha t, at last, he had countenanced 
and embraced the eventual ce rta in ty  o f a dem ocra tic. 
B lack-ruled Z im babwe. In th is respect, it  was no t un­
reasonable to  invest a certain measure o f fa ith  in the 
belief th a t Sm ith  had su ffic ie n t goodw ill to  prevent the 
delicate Agreem ent fro m  foundering  on the rocks o f 
W hite obstinacy. We were on an irreversible course 
towards m a jo rity  rule by December 31 th is  year. So it 
seemed. We though t we could ride the tiger and k il l it.

However, the inherent weakness o f the Agreem ent soon 
began to  m anifest themselves in the course o f  im p le­
m enting it. N a tu ra lly , the realisation o f the program m e 
o f the T ransitional governm ent depended on one or tw o  
factors: good fa ith  on the part o f  the signatories to  the 
Agreement, especially elements o f the Sm ith regime, and 
other factors, p rim a rily  the armed struggle. In m y b rie f 
period as a M in ister, it was clear th a t there was evidence 
con firm ing  the absence, rather than the presence, o f 
good fa ith  on the part o f Sm ith .

Further, th is  s itua tion  was exacerbated by the  fac t th a t 
we were operating w ith in  the  fram ew ork o f the  same 
in s titu tion s  th a t were b u ilt  by successive m in o r ity  
regimes in order to  m ainta in  the status quo a t the 
expense o f the A frica n  m a jo rity . These in s titu tio n s
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proved unable to  respond to  the new p o lit ic a l realities 
tha t the establishm ent o f the T ransitional G overnm ent 
entailed.

I tried  to  overcome these lim ita tion s  by pos itive ly  dis­
couraging the enforcem ent o f certain legislation to  the 
exten t th a t such legislation con flic ted  w ith  the m ove­
m ent towards m a jo rity  rule. For example, I tr ie d , as an 
in itia l step, to  stop the enforcem ent o f those provisions 
o f the Law and Order Maintenance A c t under w h ich  the 
m a jo rity  o f our rural popu la tion  were arrested fo r  such 
'offences' as harbouring guerrillas and fa iling  to  report 
the ir presence to  the authorities. Secondly, I a ttem pted 
to  m o n ito r and con tro l the activities o f all law enforce­
ment agencies under m y ju risd ic tion  in such a way th a t 
the ir conduct and activ ities could be brought in to  line 
w ith  both the sp ir it and le tte r o f the March 3 Agreem ent. 
I also sought to  in troduce measures th a t w ou ld  have 
ensured the rapid advancement o f Black Zimbabweans 
in the Public Service and Police.

However, these modest and lim ited  objectives were soon 
frustra ted . I soon became the target o f a group o f 
Rhodesian F ron t leaders led by Ian S m ith , H ila ry  
Squires, m y co-M in ister, and Piet van der Byl. The la tte r 
referred to  me at a private meeting at C h is ip ite  High 
School as'that m alefactory influence'. S m ith  described 
me as 'a new im m ig ran t' w ho was bent on subverting 
the Agreem ent. Perhaps these attitudes con trib u te d  more 
to  m y dismissal than anyth ing I m ight have said.

A pa rt fro m  th is la tent resentment, the existence o f tw o  
M inisters in each m in is try  also curta iled one's a b ility  to  
e ffec t real change. W ith in  m y m in is try , fo r  exam ple, no 
action could be taken w ith o u t the jo in t signatures o f 
Squires and m yself. This arrangement w orked against us; 
fo r exam ple where the release o f certain detainees was 
concerned Squires s im p ly w ithhe ld  his signature. The 
result is th a t some Zimbabweans who should have been 
released fo llo w in g  the March 3 Agreem ent are s till 
incacerated. The arrangement on ly  w orked in ou r favour 
when I cou ld w ith h o ld  ou r assent to  measures w h ich  I 
though t were to  the de trim en t o f the Z im babwean 
people.

In the M in is teria l Council, neither Squires no r m yself 
cou ld tab le a m o tio n  unless we concurred. Thus there 
was a state o f perpetual stalemate. Furthe r, in the 
C ouncil itse lf, the interests o f the  Black m a jo r ity  were 
inadequately represented. The Rhodesian F ro n t o f 
S m ith  and nine M inisters, w h ile  the three A frica n  
parties had three M inisters each on the C ouncil. The 
w o rk ing  o f the C ouncil con firm ed th a t S m ith 's  policies 
were invariab ly  represented. The p rin c ip le  o f  p a rity  
between Blacks and W hites is, in the present concrete 
circumstances, illuso ry .

F urthe r, the polic ies o f the S m ith  regime were also 
buttressed by the three Black M inisters appo inted by 
Chief Chirau, w ho has turned o u t in the present 
arrangement to  be an extension o f the regime. For 
example, when Cabinet was discussing w hether the 
C ons titu tio n  o f an independent Z im babwe should 
provide fo r  an Executive or a t itu la r  presidency, the 
UAN C M inisters were alone. Some Black M inisters, 
no tab ly  G. Magaramombe, appo inted by C h ie f Chirau, 
and Dr E ll io t t  Gabellah, S itho le 's nom inee, w ent as far 
as echoing the a ll-tim e W hite catchphrase - 'we do no t 
w ant w hat has happened to  the no rth  o f us to  happen 
here' - in the ir oppos ition  to  our position  in favour o f 
an Executive presidency. Magaramombe w ent on to  
make the preposterous and derisive rem ark th a t 
Z im babwe d id  no t need 'd ic ta to rs  like Nyerere and 
Kaunda and added th a t the w hole o f Black A fr ic a  was 
'a chain o f d ic ta torsh ips w ho had to rn  up co n s titu tion s .'
I rem inded him  o f the stark h is to rica l tru th  th a t the 
Sm ith  regime and to rn  up more con s titu tion s  than 
any G overnm ent on the con tine n t. The result o f th is 
alliance was the announcem ent recently  th a t an independ-' 
ent Z im babwe w ou ld  have a t itu la r  presidency.

This alliance also w orked against the d irec t interests o f 
the ord inary  Z im babwean. Cabinet was, on one occasion, 
discussing a proposal to  raise the price o f mealie-meal, 
the staple d ie t o f Black Zimbabweans. When UANC 
M inisters po in ted o u t th a t th is  w ou ld  h it  the m a jo rity  
o f the popu la tion  w ho d id  no t have enough m oney any­
way, we had the embarrassing s itua tion  where Black 
M inisters were opposing us and a few  W hite M inisters 
actua lly supporting  us. Franz Fanon's 'B lack masks over 
W hite skins' was be ing,stripped o f its polem ics. This was 
the rea lity .

This pa tte rn  is repeated in the  Executive C ouncil, the 
higher organ in the tw o -tie r T ransitiona l adm in is tra tion . 
Occasions have arisen when action has been taken in the 
name o f the Executive C ouncil and p u rp o rte d ly  on the 
basis o f w r itte n  m inutes o f p r io r de libera tions, and the 
same action is then vehem ently challenged by another 
member o f  the  C ouncil. The Agreem ent provides tha t 
decisions o f the Council w ill be by consensus. The 
practice, however, reveals th a t at one tim e consensus is 
taken to  mean un an im ity , and at another tim e  the 
reverse. A  case in p o in t was m y s itua tion  where the 
decision to  dismiss me was taken w ith o u t the concu rr­
ence o f Bishop Muzorewa.

The man w ho is Secretary to  the Executive C ouncil as 
well as the  Council o f  M inisters is, in fac t, a long-standing 
con fid a n t o f  Ian S m ith . He is Jack Gaylard, S m ith 's  
m ost loya l Cabinet Secretary. He supervises the  pre­
para tion  o f  aH Cabinet m inutes and o ther papers. He also
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April 13: Stated at press conference in Salisbury that 
there must be changes in the police and public service.
Also that the present members of the Bench and Magist­
rates need not be retained as their attitudes were not 
compatible w ith the transition towards majority rule.
April 14: Sworn in as Joint Minister o f Justice, Law and
Order and of the Public Service.* . *
April 16: Attacked Police brutality in a speech in 
Bulawayo, specifically recollecting personal experiences 
at the hands of the Police twelve years ago. Called for 
positive discrimination in favour of promoting Africans 
in the Police Force.
April 18: Smith, addressing a private meeting of Civil 
Servants at the Italian Club in Salisbury, says I was 
seeking to subvert' the Agreement o f March 3.
April 19: Summoned Police Commissioner Peter Allum 
to Ministry for routine business meeting. Allum informs 
me there is 'grave concern' among White Policemen over 
my remarks.
Piet van der Byl, Joint Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
launches attack on me over my remarks in a meeting at 
Clispite High School.
My co-Minister, Hilary Squires told a Police passing out 
parade at Morris Depot that my remarks were 'a gross 
departure from what was agreed and they cannot be 
countenanced for a moment.'

April 20: A t a meeting of the Council of Ministers the 
Chairman, David Smith, reads a directive from the 
Executive Council (EXCO) reprimanding me and order­
ing me to publicly retract my statements.
April 21: In a public statement, I refused to apologise 
and retract my earlier remarks.
April 22: Peter Allum, presenting 28 Police reservists 
with Long Service Medals at Karoi condemns 'political 
interference w ith my force by a fresh arrival who would 
do well to pose and reflect awhile before condeming the 
Police Force.' UANC National Assembly spontaneously 
and unanimously resolves that I should not retract.
April 27: Letter written on behalf o f Secretary to EXCO, 
Jack Gaylard, delivered to  my hotel by a Special Branch 
Officer at 10 p.m. I was asked to reply in writing to the 
EXCO directive of April 20 by midnight. I restated my 
position in a letter to Chief Chirau, then Chairman of 
EXCO.
April 28: Summoned to EXCO offices in Milton Buildings 
at 9 a.m. informed by Chief Chirau that he would be 
writing me a letter that day.
11.55 a.m. Letter arrives asking for written and public 
apology and 'unequivocal' withdrawal o f my remarks 
before 2 p.m. today.
1.45 p.m. I reply, restating my position.
5.00 p.m. Envelope containing announcement of my 
dismissal by Chief Chirau is delivered.

acts as a lin k  between the Executive Council and all 
ministerial departm ents. The departm ental Secretaries 
are all W hite men w ho have long-established w o rk ing  
relationships among themselves and, indeed, w ith  the ir 
toss, the Cabinet Secretary. I t  the re fore  needs a 
considerable am ount o f agressiveness on the part o f the 
Black M in ister to  operate w ith in  th is fram e w o rk .

Perhaps nowhere is th is  anomalous s itua tion  th a t derives 
from operating on an in fras tructu re  designed to  serve 
White interests more fe lt  than in the M in istries o f 
Defence and Law and Order. The to p  brass o f the 
security forces, as is the case w ith  senior c iv il servants, 
are all W hite men. A nd  the A rm y  chiefs such as Gen.
Walls, the Com m ander o f Com bined Operations in the 
anti-guerrilla campaign, are no t apo litica l. When they 
say that the ir men are asking 'w ha t are we dy ing  fo r in 
this war,' they mean to  address the same rhe to rica l 
question to  themselves. The erstwhile answer - fo r  my 
country - had always been understood to  mean W hite- 
ruled Zimbabwe. Talk o f m a jo rity  rule could o n ly  be 
bad news. Operating, as they com p le te ly  do, the levers 
of war, th e ir  un tram elled power represents a fo rm idab le  
source o f anxie ty .

The most serious weakness o f the in terna l Agreem ent is 
its lack o f in te rna tiona l, pa rticu la rly  A frican  support. 
Associations w ith  the pre-em inent enemy o f A frica ,
South A frica , provokes opprob ium  fro m  independent 
Africa. In th is  con tex t I found  the recent v is it to  a 
trade fa ir in South A frica  by the  Jo in t Black M in is ter o f 
Foreign A ffa irs ., Dr E ll io t t  Gabellah, the m ost ob je c tion ­
able over conduct o f the Transitional Governm ent. As 
a pan-Africanist, I hold the view tha t whatever govern­
ment emerges in Z im babwe, it  must no t serve as a 
bulwark fo r  South A frica . The interests o f A frica  lie in 
the extension o f the fron tie rs  o f freedom  to  Cape Town.
A Black governm ent in Z im babwe must serve th is greater 
African ob jective; our cou n try  is the gateway to  to ta l 
freedom on our con tinen t.

Further, the Agreem ent also has a capacity to  provide 
hostile stances fo r  itself. The armed Rhodesian raid in to  
neighbouring Mozam bique at the com m encem ent o f the 
negotiations and then in to  Zambia a few  days subsequent 
to the signing o f the Agreem ent provoked resounding 
condemnation in A frica  and the w o rld  over.

All these m atters lead me to  say th a t the forces w h ich 
compelled the S m ith  regime to  where it  now  is, must no t 
desist. In ternational so lida rity  in the fo rm  o f sanctions 
should continue. The armed struggle should also continue 

; until conditions exist in w hich a p rope rly  negotiated 
ceasefire w ou ld  come as a result o f a genuine and c learly 
discernible m ovem ent towards Black m a jo rity  rule. I 
believe, as my Party does, th a t i t  w ou ld  be treasonable

to  place the guerrillas in a s itua tion  where they could be 
im m obilised and massacred. This w ou ld  be the upshot 
o f the present demands by C hief Chirau, S m ith , and 
others th a t the  guerrillas should surrender.

W ith in  Z im babwe itse lf, the recent massacre o f 94 
people in the Gutu area was as ch illing  fo r  the Black 
Com m unity as it  must raise popular anxieties about the 
meaning o f the Agreement.

What then, are the prospects fo r  a durable so lu tion  in 
Zimbabwe. In terna l acceptance o f the Agreem ent now 
operative in Salisbury is s till a long way o ff.  However, 
there is a preparedness to  give it  a chance. W hile the 
question whether the preseht in terna l arrangement w ill, 
in the long run, guarantee the b irth  o f a genuinely 
independent Z im babwe should, at least fo r  the tim e 
being, remain open, it  is a fac t th a t m uch depends on 
the goodw ill o f the Sm ith  elements in the adm in is tra tion . 
A nd , second, much also depends on w hether the UANC 
w ill ride the certain crises ahead and remain in the 
arrangements; i f  the UAN C were to  w ith d ra w  fro m  the 
adm in is tra tion , the entire in te rim  apparatus w ou ld  be 
th row n  in to  the dustb in  o f h is to ry .

In an interview in London in April former Rhodesian 
Prime Minister GARFIELD TODD talked about the 
guerrilla war in Zimbabwe and about reactions to the 
'internal settlement'. He spent four years under 
restriction, 1972-76, and now lives at his farm in Shabani 
area in south central Rhodesia.

What are the prospects for a referendum or elections to 
test the internal Rhodesian settlement ?
I th in k  there are now  very poor prospects fo r  any sort 
o f referendum  or elections because the great m a jo rity  o f 
A frican  people, th a t is, 80 per cent or more, live in the 
rural areas. Now  the rural areas are largely under the 
con tro l o f the guerrillas o f e ither Z A N L A  (Z im babw e 
A frican  National L ibe ra tion  A rm y) or Z IP R A  (Z im babwe 
People's R evo lu tionary  A rm y) and in our area, fo r  
example, people are no t paying th e ir  personal taxes.
This is resistance. They are no t lik e ly  w h ile  the 
guerrillas say th a t they are against the in terna l settlem ent 
to  register fo r  an election or a referendum .

What have Zimbabwe African reactions been to the 
internal settlement ?
This is a very com plex question because obviously  the 
people w ho are concerned and those w ho are w o rk ing  
w ith  them  th in k  it's  w onderfu l. Others th a t I know  o f 
course th in k  it 's  te rrib le . A nd where the guerrillas are, 
one gathers th a t the people are as m uch against the 
in terna l settlem ent as the guerrillas themselves are.

What about middle-class Africans, buesinessmen and so 
on ?
A  num ber o f those, I th in k , w ou ld  be so keen on a 
settlem ent th a t they w ou ld  go along w ith  it. As fa r as 
many professional A fricans are concerned, in education 
and so on, they have lost th e ir jobs, schools are closed 
and so on, qu ite  obviously they w ant to  have a 
settlem ent. I attended a m eeting o f w hites and blacks in 
Gwelo recently, and at th a t m eeting one black man 
alm ost surprised me by his clear statem ent th a t where 
Bishop M uzorewa, fo r  exam ple, had had a very w ide 
support amongst the blacks, th is  was now  in do ub t 
because, he said, 'W ho was it  w ho made M r S m ith  ready 
to  make these concessions ? Was it  Bishop M uzorewa ?
Or was it  Revd S itho le  ? N o,' he said, ' i t  was the boys in 
the bush.'

ls there anything South African can do to resolve the 
situation ?
Oh yes ! But does South A frica  w ant to  do it  ? This is 
the po in t. South A frica  could s im ply tu rn  o f f  the o il as 
the Am ericans and the B ritish have been hoping she 
w ou ld  do fo r  m onths past. There w ou ld  be no war if  
there was no o il. I w o u ld n 't  know  how  much support 
South A frica  is giving, bu t by the num ber o f helicopters 
tha t f le w  over U m ta li on the sortie in to  M ozam bique 
there must be considerable assistance being given from  
South A frica . But f ina nc ia lly  and w ith  pe tro l, every 
o ther way, South A frica  keeps the Sm ith  regime going 
and supports, apparently , the new in te rim  settlem ent.
So it's  largely in South A frica 's  hands.

Are there many whites in Rhodesia who would look 
with equanimity to a Patriotic Front Government ?
People just d o n 't know  w hat i t  w ou ld  be like . A ll the 
propaganda is th a t it  is going to  be M arxist and destruct­
ive. I m yself do no t believe tha t. I d o n 't w ant such 
governm ent. I look on the P a trio tic  F ron t as having 
agreed, as-having taken on its shoulders the respons ib ility  
o f clearing the way fo r  a dem ocra tic  state w ith in  
Z im babwe. I w ou ld  have hoped th a t M uzorewa w ould  
have w orked fo r  the same th ing , bu t he stopped far too  
short. He stopped at a place where he him self has jo ined 
forces w ith  M r S m ith , in a legal s itua tion  w h ich  does no t 
a llow  him  the power to  make the changes w h ich  I am 
sure Bishop M uzorewa w ould  like to  make. He may let 
ou t some detainees bu t he is no t being able to  stop the 
war. He is no t being able, as fa r as I know , to  rea lly get 
in to  the prisons and release the people w ho are there 
on po litica l sentences. So th a t he has gone in to  th is 
s itua tion  bound alm ost hand and fo o t. I t  is an ongoing 
situa tion  set up by the Rhodesian F ron t under 
Mr S m ith . I t  cannot be changed unless M r S m ith  does 
not pu t in his veto, unless he agrees. I just th in k  tha t 
they have landed themselves in an un fo rtuna te  mess 
from  w h ich none o f us are easily going to  extrica te  
ourselves.

We hear that Bishop Muzorewa had a very large 
reception recently b y  200,000 people. Does this 
indicate massive support for him ?
If there were 200,000 people there, I w ou ld  say th is 
indicates massive support. I w ou ld  say the figu re was 
nearer 20,000. The Rhodesia Herald had a p h o to ­
grapher in an aeroplane and they published tha t 
p icture. I t  can alm ost be counted. But I th in k  the 
sign ificant th ing  is no t whether he had a large tu rn ­
ou t to  welcom e him  bu t w hether he w ill have a large 
tu rn o u t to  congratu late h im  at the end o f three m onths 
o f th is governm ent. That's  going to  be the testing tim e, 
the next three m onths.
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NEW ZEALAND 
USA STUDENT 

EXCHANGE
Bookings are now open for this summer’s 
Exchange Visitor Programme (EVP) to the 
United States. Students participating in the 
EVP are able to work in the United States 
during their stay. Return travel from Aucklanc 
to Los Angeles is by means of the newly 
introduced Standby Budget Fare, so that 
participating in the EVP at a total cost of 
$NZ 793.60 is cheaper than last summer. So 

you want to visit the United States this 
imer, visit your on-campus Student Travel 

Lent ' for information, bookings etc. Hurry 
however as there is a limit to the number that 
can participate in the EVP scheme.

STUDENT TRAVEL CENTRE

TOP FLOOR  
STUDENTS’ UNION  

PHONE 375-265
HOURS 11 :00  a.m. to 5 :00  p.m. DAILY

YES , 'V f THE

ANY LAST

i * 1

m

VINTAGE BOOKS
WE A R E  ,

_iH#J
Victoria  St

V

is centra l A uckland 's  
newest second-hand & 
a tiquarian bookshop.

We w arm ly  inv ite  you  to  
inspect ou r side range o f 
books, and browse in a 
fr ien d ly , unhurried  atmosphere

We are also interested in buying good 
(and pa rticu la rly  o ld ) books.o f all kinds.

T E L : 379 -113  11 LO R N E  S T R E E T
( N E X T  R E A R  E N T R A N C F■■■■■KWLWJU J » ~ ~  —  - ----- ---- ZZJ.__________

o 246

eat in your

HUGE

N E W

BOOKS

KAW ERUA
HOTEL

@THEATRE CORPORATE
OALATO» ST NEWTON •  PH 774 3Q7 
PROFESSIONAL THEATRE IN 
AN INTIMATE ATMOSPHERE

Mon. Tues. at 6 .15 pm; Wed. - Sat. at 8 .15 pm 

Pinter’s THE C A R ET A K ER
Wed. - Sat. at 6.15 pm 

____________ Beckett’s EN DGAM E

Bank of New Zealand for overseas travel funds
The o n ly  w ay to  trave l overseas is via y o u r  nearest Bank o f  New Zealand  
Branch. T ha t w ay y o u 'l l  f in d  th ings a w ho le  lo t  easier. We can p rov ide  you  
w ith  trave lle rs cheques in any o f  the m a jo r currencies o f the  w o rld . I f  you  
w an t to  trans fe r cash ahead, we can help  yo u  app ly  fo r  the  app ro p ria te  
Reserve Bank perm its  and advise you  on the  la test regula tions.

W e'll be pleased to  arrange le tters o f  in tro d u c tio n  th ro ug h  o u r overseas 
contacts.

I f  you  d like  m ore in fo rm a tio n  on y o u r  overseas fu n d  requ irem ents  or 
financ ia l m atters, call a t the  BN Z  Campus Branch and arrange fo r  a cha t 
w ith  the  A cco u n ta n t, G e o ff H arrop. H e 'll be ve ry  pleased to  help. O r 
ring  h im  d ire c t on 774 -024  o r 774-097.

Full banking services a t the

Bank of New Zealand
Campus Branch.Old Student Union Building
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EXTRACTS FROM THE TENANCY HANDBOOK PRODUCED BY NZUSA AND THE 
NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL. THIS BOOKLET IS AVAILABLE FREE FROM THE 

STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

intro
If you rent a home then this supplement is fo r you. It 
deals with your legal rights and obligations as a tenant, 
some of the problems that may confront you and hope­
fully a few solutions to  setiyou right.

However tenancy law is complex and neither this broad­
sheet nor the tenancy handbook it was extracted from  
will give the answer to every situation. There may be 
times when you need further information, and if you 
have a problem then we suggest that you go to  a tenants' 
union, a tenants' protection association, a peoples' union 
a citizens' advice bureau, your students association 
accommodation service, or legal referral service all of 
whom may be able to help you.

You should not assume that a lawyer is the best 
person to go to  for advice. Although they do 
sometimes need to be consulted in tricky legal 
situations, they are usually expensive and frequent­
ly give poor advice. Furthermore, they are often 
landlords themselves, or agents for landlords', and 
so tend to sympathise w ith landlords. If you do 
consult a lawyer, never hesitate to ask at the out­
set how much he w ill charge you.

Generally you w ill get much better (and, of 
course, free) advice from a community organi­
sation that has experience in dealing with 
tenancy problems, particularly a tenants' union, 
tenants' protection association, or people's 
union.

The landiord/tenant re lat.onship is in essence one 
of seller and buyer of rights to  accommodation 
A .id  since there is a constant sN +age rental

accommodation in New Zealand (especiafiy of

a d e ce it standard) there is naturally a "sellers”  
market. This means that if  a tenant wants a 
house or flat, he has little  choice but to pay the 
price demanded by the landlord.

The law has traditionally upheld landlord inter­
ests at the expense o f tenants' rights, and has 
allowed landlords to  exercise considerable powers 
over their tenants. Nevertheless, the law does 
provide tenants w ith some useful means of pro­
tection, and this booklet aims to make tenants 
more aware o f what these means are. But re­
member that although you might have certain 
legal rights as a tenant, it can be d ifficu lt, expen­
sive and time-consuming to enforce them through 
the machinery provided by the state, e.g. the 
courts and rent appeal boards. So you should 
try  direct negotiation w ith your landlord first, 
and if that fails then seek the advice of one of 
the organisations mentioned above as to what to 
do next.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE OR FLAT?

|: 1. Ask friends and workmates - many good 
flats are let through the grapevine.

2. If you have access to a free accommodation 
service such as the ones provided by your 
students association or university - use it!

3. Watch the 'to  let' columns in the newspapers. 
Get the paper as early as possible. You can't 
afford to waste time as many other people w ill 
probably be looking too. On the other hand, 
don't be rushed into something you could 
regret.

4. Maybe advertise in the 'wanted to rent' 
columns in the newspapers.

5. Go around the real estate agents.

6. Contact the Public Trust Office, and possibly 
other trustee corporations. Solicitors also some­
times let trust properties (e.g. on behalf of the 
estate of someone who has died).

7. Contact your local city council who sometimes 
tiave houses available that had been designated 
for demolition to make way for public works.

WHAT DOES IT COST TO FIND A HOUSE 
OR FLAT?

REAL ESTATE (LAND) AGENT'S COMMISSION

Most real estate agents let houses and flats.
An agent can charge you a commission for finding 
a flat but only after he has actually arranged a 
tenancy. No-one else can charge you either for

offering to  arrange o r actually arranging a tenancy

Since a real estate agent has to be a licensed 
member of the Real Estate Institute of New 
Zealand, he is governed by the Institute's rules. 
These provide as follows.

1. An agent can charge you commission not 
exceeding the equivalent of one week's 
rent.

2. An agent can charge either you or the land­
lord the commission but not both. When 
flats are in short supply you as tenant 
usually pay.

If you have a complaint about an agent you can 
ask the Institute to investigate it. You can con­
tact the local branch directly or else write to:
The Secretary, Real Estate Institute of New 
Zealand, P.O. Box 5663, Auckland.
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M A Y  Y O U  BE D IS C R IM IN A T E D  
A G A IN S T ?

WHAT SHOULD A WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT SAY?

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION!

A landlord (or anyone else) breaks the law if  at 
any tim e he discrim inates against you  because o f 
your race, ro io u r, national or e thn ic  orig in  or 
tha t o f you r fam ily .

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHILDREN

No one may tefuse to  let you a house or f la t  be­
cause you have children. You should make
an\ com plaints to  the Housing C orpora tion , v.'hich
can prosecute offenders.

R E LIG IO U S  A N D  S E X U A L DISCRIMINATION

No one mav refuse to  le t you a house or f la t 
because o f your sex, m arita l status, o r religious 
or ethicai belief. Moreover, no one may impose 
on you any cond ition  w h ich lim its  by reference 
to  any o f those factors, w ho you may have as 
flatmates or guests. For example, the land­
lord cannot ban m ixed fla ttinq

merits
S H O U LD  Y O U  H A V E  A  W R IT T E N  
A G R E E M E N T ?

A  tenancy agreement may be w ritte n  o r oral o r a 
com b ination  o f both.

It o ften  pays to  get a w r itte n  agreement so th a t you 
know  exactly  where you  stand on the essential po in ts  
o f you r tenancy (e.g. rent, no tice, dates) as we ll as 
on any special provisions. W ith  oral agreements it  can 
be d if f ic u lt  to  prove w hat was agreed upon. So if  
your tenancy is fo r a lengthy fixed  term , it  is most 
im portan t to  have a w r itte n  agreement.

C AN  A  M IN O R  M A K E  A N  A G R E E M E N T  ?

If you are a m inor (tha t is, under 20 years o f 
age) you can make tenancy agreements and 
other contracts, but if you are unm arried the 
Minors Contracts A c t 1969 gives you some 
special p ro tection .

1. I f  you are under 18 you cannot generally 
have an agreement enforced against you 
unless the C ourt considers it  to  be fa ir 
and reasonable.

If you are 18 or over but under 20 an
agreement can generally be enforced a- 
gainst you , bu t the C ourt may relieve you 
o f some or all lia b ility  i f  it  considers the 
pa rticu la r agreement to  be harsh or op ­
pressive.

Note that if you are married the law treats you 
as fu lly  responsible fo r  all contracts you enter 
in to . I t  doesn t  m atter how  young you are!
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You should always make sure tha t a w r itte n  agreement 
sets o u t the fo llow ing .

1. The names and addresses o f the land lord  and 
tenant(s).

2. How  much ren t is to  be paid, and when and where.

3. When the tenancy is to  begin and how  long it  is 
to  run fo r.

4. How  m uch no tice  m ust be given by e ither party  
to  end the tenancy.

5. A  com plete lis t (inven to ry) o f the land lord 's  
chatte ls (fu rn itu re  and other goods).

6. A n y  special provisions, i.e. pets.

Make certain before you sign an agreement that you 
understand it fu lly ,espec ia lly  if  i t  is drawn up by the 
landlord. You should lo ok  o u t fo r  any u n fa ir o r harsh 
cond itions and try  to  have them  struck ou t*

WHAT ARE THE RIGHTS AND  
OBLIGATIONS OF LANDLORD 
AND TENANT?

TENANT'S IMPLIED RIGHTS AND  
OBLIGATIONS

1.

2.

You must keep the house or fla t clean and 
tid y  and any grounds you rent w ith  it  free 
from  rubbish, and leave it that way at the 
end of the tenancy. However, you are not 
expected to^ keep or leave the place any bet­
ter than you found it when you moved in,

You are responsible fo r damage caused de­
liberately or carelessly (i.e. negligently) by 
yourself or anyone you permit to enter or 
who comes in uninvited but you permit to 
stay.

You must have any damage you are respon­
sible for repaired as soon as practicable.

You can sublet or assign your tenancy prov­
ided that is not expressly forbidden by your 
tenancy agreement.

4. You must pay the rent promptly.

LANDLORD'S IMPLIED RIGHTS AND
OBLIGATIONS

/

1. The landlord must ensure that the house or 
fla t is in a f i t  and habitable condition for 
residential purposes, both at the commence­
ment of the tenancy and at all times during
it.

2. The landlord is responsible fo r fair wear and 
tear to the house or flat. Also, provided 
that the tenant is not at fault, the landlord 
is responsible for damage or destruction cau­
sed by fire, flood, earthquake, bad weather, 
or other unavoidable accident.

3.

4.

6.

The landlord can in your tenancy agreement 
forbid you to  sublet or Assign the tenancy or 
require you to get his consent before you do.

The landlord must allow you reasonably un­
disturbed possession as long as you pay the
rent and keep the other conditions o f the 
tenancy.

The landlord can end your tenancy w ithout 
warning if  you are 21 days in arrears o f rent
(i.e. the rent was due 21 days ago).

The landlord can enter your house or fla t if 
you have abandoned it, and sell any personal 
property you have left behind to pay for 
rent owing or damage you have caused.

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR TENANCY 
IF YOUR LANDLORD SELLS THE 
HOUSE OR FLAT?

The general rule is that the new owner automatically 
fills the former landlord's shoes and becomes your 
landlord under the existing tenancy agreement. If the 
new owner is unhappy w ith that agreement, he is none­
theless bound by it, unless and until you make a new 
agreement w ith him. If, for example, the new owner 
wants you to leave, he has to  give you the same period 
nf notice as the former landlord was obliged to give you.

- W E B 'L L  Q U E U E  U P  L I
■ t h e  r e s t  o p  u s /

r v

H .P

Rent
W H EN  C A N  A  L A N D L O R D  IN C R E A S E  
H IS  R EN T?

The on ly  circumstances in w h ich  a land lord  may no t in­
crease his ren t are:

1.

2.

3.

where there is an assessment in force under the 
Rent Appeal A c t (or the  ren t is fixe d  under the 
Tenancy A c t) and he is already charging the m axi­
m um  allow ed;

where the ren t is fixed  by a tenancy agreement 
th a t has no t yet exp ired; -

where the ren t o f a sub-standard house o r f la t  is 
set by a Magistrate's C o urt under the Property 
Law A c t;

when there is a ren t freeze by G overnm ent 
regulation.

However, before he can increase the rent, the landlord 
must obtain your consent. If you refuse to pay more, 
the only way the landlord can get more rent is to end 
yourtenancy and get new tenants who are prepared to 
pay a higher rent.

If you refuse to pay more and are given notice to  quit 
as a result, you may legally stay out the fu ll period of 
notice w ithout paying a higher rent.

Even if  you agree to pay a higher rent, your landlord 
should give you as much notice of his intention to in­
crease the rent as he would be obliged to give when
serving you with a notice to quit. You should insist 
that he does so.



DO LANDLORDS HAVE TO GIVE 
RECEIPTS?

Your landlord must give you a written receipt 
for all rent and other payments received by 
him from you at any tim e .<28)

The receipt must show:

1 . the date, amount and nature of the pay­
ment;

2. in the case of rent, the date up to which 
the rent is paid.

You should insist that you get the receipt at the 
time you make the payment rather than having 
it sent to you.

1 i  « r T T T
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ARE YOU PAYING A FAIR RENT?

If in doubt, you or your landlord can apply to 
a Rent Appeal Board (a panel of three) for an 
assessment of equitable (fair) rent on your 
house or flat. There are Boards in the four 
main centres and they cover the whole of New 
Zealand.

While an assessment is in force, it is illegal for 
your landlord to charge you a higher rent than 
that assessed by the Board.

WHAT EQUITABLE RENT IS BASED ON.

The Rent Appeal Act says that an equitable 
rent is to be based on what a reasonable 
landlord might expect to receive and what a 
reasonable tenant might expect to pay. No 
regard is to be paid to the personal circum­
stances of either the landlord or the tenant. 
Factors to  be taken into account in asses­
sing an equitable rent are to include the 
following.

1. The locality of the house or flat.

2. The standard of accommodation prov­
ided. i

lie Rent 
Appeal Act

HOW CAN THE RENT APPEAL ACT 
HELP YOU?

If you rent a house or flat, the Rent Appeal
Act 1973 can help you in two important ways.

1. You can apply to your local Rent Appeal 
Board to see if you are paying a fair 
rent (the Act uses the expression "equit­
able rent").

2. The Act limits certain other payments that 
can be demanded of you.

3. The landlord's outgoings (expenses) on 
the house or flat.

4. Furniture and chattels (other goods) 
if any - provided by the landlord.

5. The provision o f a proper return to the 
landlord (assessed according to the value 
o f the house or fla t as a dwelling, not its 
value for industrial, commercial or other 
purposes).

HOW TO APPLY FOR AN ASSESSMENT

You can apply for an assessment by filling in a 
form which you can get at Housing Corporation 
offices and Post Offices. You return the form 
to the Corporation. Your local Board then 
notifies your landlord and gives him not less 
than 14 days to supply necessary information 
and to make any written submissions he may 
wish. Similarly, you as tenant may be required 
to provide information.

You can make an application even -if your rent 
is fixed for a long period by a written agree­
ment. The Board's assessments generally remain 
in force for 12 months, but you can apply for 
a new assessment to succeed a current assess­
ment, or in some circumstances for a variation 
of an existing assessment.

IS IT WORTH APPEALING?

Some tenancy organisations now doubt the value of 
rent appeals - they have found other means of 
lowering high rents more effective. So it pays to 
seek the advice o f your local tenancy organisation 
before going to the Rent Appeal Board; especially 
since the Boards vary from centre to centre as to 
how high equitable rents should be.

<
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HELLO, GENERAL? 
TELL ME-.DOES THIS 
NEUTRON BOMB
REALLY WORK?

I M E A N ^ S P O S E  
WE T E S T  IT ON 
THAT TENEM ENT 
\ O W N  . .y o u  K N O W

THE ONE WHERE 
THEY'RE HAVING* 
THAT RENT STRIKE?

i

HELL, WHO KNOWS™VUE 
MIGHT GET RID OF THE. 
RA TS AND RO ACH ES  
AT THE SA M E T IM E /

DO YOU HAVE A COMPLAINT?

The Rent Appeal Act is administered by the 
Housing Corporation. The Corporation can pro­
secute, on your behalf, someone who offends 
against the Act, and it  costs you nothing if it 
does. So if you have a complaint, make it to 
the Corporation. The Corporation's officials 
are supposed to protect you. If necessary, 
insist that they do, and try  complaining to the 
Minister o f Housing if  they fail to.

ARE PAYMENTS OTHER THAN 
RENT RESTRICTED?

The Rent Appeal A c t lim its  w hat m oney can be 
demanded o f yop  (by yo u r land lord  o r anyone 
else) when you  take a fla t.

BO ND

A  bond is m oney held by you r land lord (or on 
his behalf by someone else) as security fo r the 
perform ance by you o f you r ob ligations as a 
tenant. I f, fo r example, you damage the house 
or f la t, he can use the bond m oney to  pay fo r 
repairs.

Y ou r land lord  can require you to  pay a bond, 
but:

1. it  cannot exceed the equivalent of one 
month's rent;

2. it  can be used o n ly  to  compensate h im  if 
he suffers loss or damage through your 
fa ilu re  to  pe rfo rm  any o f you r ob ligations 
as tenant;x

3. he must state in writing at the tim e he 
takes the bond tha t except to  the extent 
th a t he suffers such loss or damage, the 
bond w ill be refunded to  you when you 
leave the house or fla t;

4. he must give you a receipt stating the date, 
am ount and nature o f the paym ent.

If your landlord demands a bond, you  shot.:-, 
try to  have a lawyer, land agent or some other 
third party hold it. I f  your land lord  holds -it, 
you may f in d  it  d if f ic u lt  to  get back.

If  yo u r house or f la t is furnished, you should 
ask the land lord  fo r  a com plete lis t (inven to ry) 
o f his possessions. Check the list tho ro ug h ly  
and po in t ou t any mistakes in it.

R E N T IN  A D V A N C E

The land lord  can require you to  pay rent in ad­
vance. B ut at the beginning o f a tenancy, rent 
in advance together w ith  any bond money 
demanded must no t exceed the equivalent o f 
one (calendar) m onth 's  rent.

K E Y  M O N E Y

Key m oney is any paym ent other than rent or 
bond m oney demanded by a land lord  fo r grant 
ing a tenancy. A n y  such paym ent is illegal.

It is also illegal for your landlord or anyone 
acting on his behalf to demand any money 
from you other than rent or bond money, either 
during your tenancy or upon its ending or re^ 
newal. This is,- of course, subject to the land­
lord's right to compensation for any damage you 
may cause as his tenant.
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P rivacy
WHO CAN ENTER YOUR HOUSE OR 
FLAT?

No-one can enter your house or fla t (and that 
of course includes any grounds you rent w ith  
it) unless he has the permission o f someone 
living there or has law ful authority. I f  he has
neither, he m ust leave im m edia te ly  when to ld  
to  do so. I f  he doesn 't go when warned, he 
becomes a trespasser and com m its an offence 
fo r  w h ich  the po lice can arrest h im . The law­
fu l a u th o rity  w h ich  certa in people have to  

enter is ou tlin e d  below, bu t remember tha t a- 
part fro m  the circumstances o u tlin ed  they have 
no more r ig h t o f e n try  than anyone else.

S ta n d a rd s
WHAT STANDARDS ARE REQUIRED?

N A T IO N A L  M IN IM U M  S T A N D A R D S

There are national regulations th a t set dow n m in ­
im um  standards w h ich  all houses/flats in New 
Zealand must come up to .

LO C A L B Y -LA W  S T A N D A R D S

As well as the national m in im um  standards 
referred to  above, you r local Council has 
its own by-law  requirements.

By-laws apply o n ly  to  bu ild ings constructed or 
renovated after the pa rticu la r by-laws cane in to  
force. By contrast, the national m in im um  stand­
ards apply to  all houses and flats. However, b y ­
laws usually require higher standards. For ex ­
ample, ho t and co ld  running water over 
the k itchen  sink and bath or shower is 
alm ost always required. Thus i t  pays to  
check w ith  yo u r Council to  see if  its 
by-laws apply to  yo u r house o r fla t.

C ouncil inspectors enforce the ir ow n b y ­
laws as we ll as the  national m in im um  
standards. In  practice, in any pa rticu lar 
case an inspector should enforce the 
highest applicable standards, be they nat­
ional standards or local standards.
U n fo rtu n a te ly , however, some Councils 
are haphazard abou t en forc ing any 
standards at a ll, and you  may have to  insist 
tha t th e ir  inspectors do th e ir  job .

Leg al
WHO CAN GET CIVIL LEGAL AID?

The Legal A id  A c t 1969 enables people involved in 
c iv il (as opposed to  crim ina l) proceedings to  apply fo r  
legal aid. C iv il cases dealt w ith  by a C ourt (except 
divorce proceedings) and proceedings before such 
tribuna ls  as Rent Appeal Boards are covered.

T o  q u a lify  fo r  legal aid, you  must be able to  satisfy 
the legal aid au thorities  tha t you  have reasonable 
grounds fo r  tak ing  o r defending a case and th a t you  
are fin a n c ia lly  elig ible. G enerally you w ill no t be 
fina nc ia lly  e lig ib le  i f  y o u r disposable annual income 
is more than $2 ,000  per year o r yo u r disposable 
capita l exceeds $2,000. Disposable annual incom e 
is y o u r to ta l annual incom e m inus an allowance fo r  
yo u r liv ing  expenses. Disposable capita l is the  to ta l 
saleable value o f  yo u r possessions m inus such things 
as yo u r hom e, car, fu rn itu re , liab ilitie s  and debts.

Legal aid covers Court fees and the cost o f employing 
a lawyer. You can choose your own lawyer. You 
are required to  make a contribution o f $15 in most 
cases, but if  the legal aid authorities th ink you can 
afford it you may have to  pay more.

Always check to  see if  you qua lify fo r legal aid. A  
lawyer cannot charge you fo r asking about legal aid 
or fo r helping you complete the necessary forms
(which are available from  any Court o ffice, any o f­
fice o f the Social Welfare Department, or any lawyer's 
office). If in doubt, apply.

THE LANDLORD

Y ou r land lord  (or his agent) can enter y o u r 
house o r f la t  as fo llow s.

1. A fter giving you at least 24 hours notice 
and provided he enters at a reasonable 
tim e, to  inspect its  state o f repair o r to  
carry o u t any w o rk  on the house o r f la t 
required by the law.

Y ou r land lord  (o r his agent) does no t have a r ig h t to  
come in if  he is s im p ly  co llec ting  the rent. N or does 
he have a r igh t to  come in to  show po ten tia l buyers 
around, except at yo u r in v ita tio n  o r unless a co n d itio n  
in the tenancy agreement allows h im  to  do so. So you 
can refuse po ten tia l buyers en try .

in Conclusion»
There are landlords who don't care about their tenants and the condition of 
the flats they let, other than to make as much money as possible. Reason 
often doesn't work with that sort of landlord and so you must use whatever 
weapons the law gives you.

But some landlords are reasonable people. If you have a reasonable landlord, 
usually the best way to keep your flat is to get on well with him. Do things 
like paying the rent on time and looking after the place properly. Getting 
on well with him can give you far more protection than the law.

Remember th a t as long as you  are paying the ren t and 
keeping the  o ther cond itions o f the tenancy, the land­
lord must a llow  you reasonably undisturbed possession 
o f the house or fla t. He isn 't allowed to  pester you  
w ith  frequent calls.

Above all, get to know your landlord so you will know how best to deal with him.'

When you leave a flat make sure it's clean and in good order. Tenants who leave 
flats in poor condition often do more harm to the next tenants than to anybody else.

Auckland
Tenants'
Protection
Association

ACTION T IM E  FOR 
DUDLEY GRlNVBLC, 
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Reject!
The following article, officially titled 'Issues in the 
1978 Elections in New Zealand', was commissioned by  
the National Youth Council for their election year 
booklet on youth and politics to be published as a joint 
venture with Radio New Zealand. It  was approved by  
the National Youth Council Executive, among whom a 
variety of political opinions are represented, but finally 
rejected by Radio New Zealand. They claim it is 'not 
simple enough', but the author H E L E N  C L A R K , a 
lecturer in the Political Studies Department at Auckland 
University, believes their reasoning is more like this : 
the author is on the Executive of the Labour Party; it's 
'safer' to reject it; don't want to get off-side with 
Muldoon in election year. As a consequence the youth 
and politics booklet now contains no independent look 
at the election, but rather is a compendium o f state­
ments from the four major parties. A  contribution from 
a Wellington trade unionist was rejected too - ostensibly 
for the same reason as was Ms Clark's.

For many new voters, 1978 w ill be the f irs t  year in 
which pa rty  p o litica l c o n flic t has come to  th e ir  notice. 
Suddenly new voters must come to  terms w ith  the 
barrage o f claims and counter claims o f the parties. For 
those to  whom  th is  clash has no t been relevant before, 
it is d if f ic u lt  to  know  how  to  judge the stands o f 
particular parties on the issues. Many w ill have taken 
little note o f the general d r i f t  o f governm ent decisions 
during National's cu rren t three year term , and few  w ill 
remember enough about the Labour G overnm ent's 
tenure in o ffice  to  make a com parison between the tw o . 
The judgements w h ich new voters are about to  make 
then are no t like ly  to  be based on long term  po litica l 
observation. A  b rie f o u tlin e  o f the m ajor parties and 
their general o rien ta tions is presented here, fo llow e d  
by a more narrow  focus on issues o f pa rticu la r im p o rt­
ance th is  year.

The main com p e titio n  in New Zealand po litics  fo r  many 
years has been between the Labour and National parties. 
Occasionally o ther parties arise to  challenge the do m in ­
ance o f these tw o , bu t fo r  many years th ird  parties have 
been unsuccessful in th e ir attem pts to  enter the  to p  
politica l league by pushing o u t and replacing one o f 
the tw o  main parties. Such a developm ent seems u n like ly  
in 1978.

Election issues and pa rty  stands cannot be looked at in 
isolation fro m  the general ideological positions o f the 
parties. Those positions make pa rty  views on a range o f 
issues predictable , even over a long period o f tim e. It is 
fair to  say th a t there has been some b lu rring  o f the 
differences between the tw o  parties on specific issues, 
for, w ith in  a broad fram ew ork, m any New Zealanders 
share a consensus about the way in w hich th e ir  society 
is organised. The great ba ttle  about the shape o f New 
Zealand society was fough t in the 1930s over the in tro ­
duction o f the welfare state legislation. Since tha t tim e, 
however, even those ideo log ica lly opposed to  the 
concept o f com m u n ity  in te rven tion  and welfare have 
come to  accept - to  some degree at least - th a t the state 
has a role to  play in setting m in im um  standards o f 
living. The debate in New Zealand now  tends to  centre 
around w hat the level o f th a t standard o f liv ing  should 
be and the ex ten t o f the state's role in m ain ta in ing  it. 
Labour in general stands fo r the more 'co lle c tiv is t' 
solution, believing in the ob liga tion  o f the com m u n ity  
to support its less fo rtun a te  members in tim es o f

adversity and, more generally, to  provide pub lic  
fac ilities  o f a high qu a lity  in areas such as health, 
education, and housing. National, by con trast, sees the 
state's role more in the sense o f an au x ilia ry ; it  prefers 
to  encourage indiv iduals to  provide fo r  themselves and 
no t to  look to  the com m u n ity  at large to  meet the ir 
needs.

It is in th is co n te x t o f Labour using the m achinery o f 
the state in a positive way and o f the negative aspects o f 
National's concept o f state in te rven tion  th a t the stance 
o f the tw o  parties on many curren t po litica l issues must 
be seen. A  large num ber o f voters f in d  no d if f ic u lty  in 
aligning themselves w ith  one or o ther o f these tw o  
perspectives and voting  accord ing ly th ro u g h o u t the ir 
lives. Others, however, w ill reserve th e ir judgem ent each 
election year u n til they can see exactly  w hat the parties 
have to  o ffe r. The issue on w hich th e ir vote hangs may 
be
(a) m ateria lly  based, in term s o f an appeal to  the ir own 
pockets or sector o f the econom y
(b) based on non/m ateria l issues
(c) issues on w h ich the parties do no t have policies. 
Consideration should be given to  key issues in each o f 
these categories fo r  it  is on these th a t the ou tcom e o f the 
e lection is hinged.

ECONOM IC ISSUES : Three areas seem to  be o f in terest 
here. F irs tly , the  state o f personal incomes. N ational's 
latest budget has made sweeping adjustm ents to  marginal 
rates o f taxa tion , bu t at the same tim e has abolished the 
personal rebate wh ich elim inates most o f the apparent 
gains fo r  the low  income earners. M iddle to  higher 
incomes seem like ly  to  bene fit most. Labour's 
a lternative proposals seem like ly  to  give greater reduc­
tions at the lower levels. Its tax  cuts are to  be financed 
by a 10% tax on the use o f fore ign exchange in certain 
circumstances.

The general management o f the econom y is an area 
wh ich is d if f ic u lt  fo r  the voter to  judge. I t  involves 
looking at the levels o f in fla tio n , unem p loym ent, cost 
o f liv ing and consumer price indexes, overseas borrow ing 
- to  c ite  bu t a few  aspects. Under National, unem p loy­
m ent has been rising steadily, w h ile  in fla tio n  has proved 
d if f ic u lt  to  conquer. The level o f overseas borrow ing 
remains at abou t the same level as under the T h ird  
Labour Governm ent. Philosoph ica lly Labour is opposed 
to  the use o f unem p loym ent as a weapon against 
in fla tio n . Both parties, however, have on ly  a lim ited  
number o f op tions open to  them  in the conventional 
management o f the econom y. In the short te rm  it  seems 
u n like ly  th a t e ither w ill be able to  make marked 
reductions in the levels o f in fla tio n  or overseas b o rro w ­
ing. Voters w ou ld  be well advised to  look m ore closely 
at the pa rty  programmes fo r res tim u la tion  o f the 
econom y in areas as such as job  creation and incentives 
fo r greater p ro du c tion  and fo r  exports.

T h ird ly , pub lic  spending. Great changes in governm ent 
expenditu re patterns have been brought abou t by the 
in tro d u c tio n  o f National Superannuation. As more 
resources have had to  be devoted to  bring ing payments 
up to  the level o f 80% o f the average wage fo r  married 
couples over the age o f 60, so there has been less to  go 
round fo r  o ther areas. The tax cuts ou tlined  in the 
Budget seem like ly  to  fu rth e r res tric t the National 
G overnm ent's scope fo r increasing the a lloca tion  o f 
resources to  health, education and o ther areas.

N O N -M A T E R IA L  ISSUES: In th is  category leadership' 
as an issue attracts a tten tion  rather d isp ropo rtiona te  to  
its significance. The media have tended to  focus on the 
personalities o f the pa rty  leaders to  the de trim e n t o f 
rational discussion about w hat the parties as a whole 
have to  o ffe r. There has been a w ide ly  held m isconception 
abroad in the c o m m u n ity  about w hat constitu tes 
'leadership ' qualities, and the b lu n t and aggressive have 
come to  receive greater accolades than the reasoned and 
lower key. Each is a leadership style essentially d iffe re n t 
in k ind . W hat is im p o rta n t is no t the p itt in g  o f one man 
against a n o th e r/b u t the balance o f the teams around 
each o f them . In a dem ocra tic system, bo th parties w ill 
bring to  the upper echelons o f po litics  a m ix tu re  o f 
experiences and ab ilities. Ne ither has a m onopo ly  - nor 
a m arkedly superior supply - o f ta len t. Looked at in this 
way, 'leadership ' per se becomes a non-issue. Voters 
w ou ld  be be tte r advised to  look behind the facade o f 
style to  w hat the po litic ians are actua lly  o ffe ring , rather 
than a llow  personalities to  sweep them  o f f  th e ir feet and 
away fro m  th e ir usual vo ting  allegiances w ith  
glib assurances.

N O N -P A R TY  ISSUES: A b o rtio n  must surely be the 
most h o tly  contested o f these. W ith  a m a jo rity  o f 
parliam entarians on bo th sides o f the Flouse c learly ou t 
o f touch w ith  op in ion  th ro u g h o u t the cou n try  
on th is issue, there has been a good deal o f d iscon tent 
simmering w ith in  bo th  m ajor parties. N e ither has ye t 
produced a po licy  on abo rtion  per se, a lthough Labour 
has prom ised to  pu t the issue to  the people in a 
referendum . Where the parties do no t take a stand on 
issues o f concern to  the  com m u n ity , a certa in am oun t o f 
'single issue' vo ting  seems like ly  to  result as indiv iduals 
depart fro m  the ir norm al allegiances to  support the 
candidate o f another pa rty  w ho may have views closer to  
the ir ow n. A  cau tionary  note should be sounded here. 

.A b o rtio n  is no t the o n ly  issue o f im portance in the 
1978 elections. Fundam ental questions abou t New 
Zealand's econom ic fu tu re  are also at stake. Before 
casting a vote fo r  o ther than the ir norm al p a rty  on the 
basis o f a strong be lie f in a single issue, pa rticu la rly  when 
tha t vote is to  be directed to  a th ird  pa rty , voters should 
be very clear in th e ir  ow n m inds as to  w hat the im p lica ­
tions o f th a t decision are. I t  is no t the practice in New 
Zealand to  elect a parliam ent o f independents. A  
m a jo rity  must be found  in Parliam ent to  con s titu te  a 
governm ent w h ich has a mandate to  rule. In choosing 
tha t governm ent, there are e ffec tive ly  tw o  alternatives at 
present. W hich o f those alternatives is to  govern is the 
m ajor question before voters at each e lection, and single 
issue voting  in trudes in unpredictab le  ways upon tha t 
decision.

There has n o t been space in th is  short review to  m ention 
all con ten tious issues. Foreign policies, race relations, 
im m igra tion , the S.I.S. A m endm ent A c t, a ttitudes 
towards wom en, gay people, and y o u th  all seem bound 
to  d iv ide the parties. The three issue areas discussed here, 
however, seem to  be the most like ly  to  in fluence the 
election results th is  year in th a t the greatest num ber o f 
swinging votes probab ly  hang upon them . I t  is to  those 
voters w ith o u t f irm  allegiances w ho have reserved the ir 
fina l judgem ent th a t the e lection year auction  is directed. 
For the way in w h ich they vote - or indeed w hether they 
vote at all - w ill determ ine the ou tcom e in Novem ber.

Seeing The wood For Trees
Venn Young, the M in ister o f Lands, is soon to  make a 
statement on the fu tu re  o f the West Taupo forests o f the 
North Island. The Native Forest A c tion  Council 
sincerely hopes he w ilt make the on ly  righ t decision -  to  
call fo r a com ple te ha lt to  the logging o f native forests 
in the N orth  Island. W hat fo llow s  then is a background 
to why Mr Young must decide to  save the forests.

Almost a year a fte r the massive Maruia Declaration 
petition was presented to  Parliam ent on Ju ly  20, it  has 
finally emerged fro m  the hands o f the A g ricu ltu re  Select 
Committee to  be placed before Parliam ent fo r  delibera­
tion. A ctive  concern is now  more im p o rtan t than ever 
before to  rem ind our p o litica l leaders th a t we are closely 
watching the ir decision w h ich must be made soon if  we 
are to  save our forests.

Seventeen hundred submissions were received by Venn 
Young on the fu tu re  o f the West Taupo forests alone.
He has now exhausted the norm al channels o f  pub lic  ■ 
involvement in forest p lanning and the clear result has 
been pub lic  support fo r  saving the forests fro m  the 
Forest Service's logging plans.

In its own submission the W ild life  Service has come ou t 
strongly against the Forest Service in its plans fo r  logging

the native trees le ft in the West Taupo area. They require 
much support if th e ir endeavour to  save endangered 
b ird life , such as the Kokako, is to  succeed. The rem ain­
ing areas o f v irg in  podocarp ra in forest in New Zealand, 
such as the West Taupo forests, are so unique tha t the 
W ild life  Service has even suggested th a t they become 
part o f a w orld -w ide  Biosphere Reserve.

Labour, Social C red it and Values have already put 
fo rw ard  po licy  statements tha t call fo r  a ha lt to  logging 
in th is  area, bu t National have been the last to  move. If 
it  is possible fo r  the Labour Party to  promise to  stop the 
logging w h ile  s till m ainta in ing em p loym ent, then w hy 
shou ldn 't the National Party. A lternatives fo r  em p loy­
ment are available by red irecting pinus radiata to  ex is t­
ing m ills w h ich w ou ld  be forced to  close anyway when 
the forests are logged d ry  w ith in  the next few  years.

The o ther statem ent o f im portance made by R ichard 
Prebble o f the Labour Party was tha t the E nvironm ental 
p o r tfo lio  should be independent. A t present Venn 
Young holds the c o n flic tin g  p o rtfo lio s  o f Forests, Lands 
and the E nvironm ent.

I f  Venn Y oung continues to  delay or in any way 
compromises w ith  the decision w rite  to  h im  c /- 
Parliam ent Buildings. No stamp is required. Or else 
w rite  to  you r local MP or phone him , te lling  h im  about 
you r feelings and th a t you demand a ha lt to  the logging 
im m edia te ly.

I t  is v ita l th a t the logging stop now  -  bo th fo r  the 
K okako and the forests. C u rren tly  logging continues on 
the W ild life  Service's proposed sanctuary in Pueora, the 
last rem aining long-term  hab ita t fo r  the K okako.
Logging plans are also underway fo r Waihaha, w h ile  
W hirinaki continues to  be logged.

So, if  the forests - yo u r heritage - mean anyth ing  to  you, 
d o n 't vote National. Decide now  to  vote fo r  your 
forests. The Native Forest A c tio n  Council has a campus 
-based group. They can provide you  w ith  fu r th e r in fo rm ­
ation. I f  you w ou ld  like  to  jo in  them  w rite  yo u r name 
and phone num ber on the ir no ticeboard in the Quad.
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Down By The Lakes
Down by the lakes all is qu ie t. S tudents a ttend lectures, 
d rink  coffee and lead a m erry li t t le  life . W aikato is the 
newest o f New Zealand's universities, a com pact, flash 
new campus it is usually linked w ith  the agricu ltu ra l 
universities such as Massey and L inco ln  as one o f those 
rather du ll wee places.

No longer. Over the last few  weeks all hell has let loose 
and the hum ble tow n  o f H am ilton  has been rock ing to  
the WSU (W aikato S tudents ' U n ion) hassle. F our tim es 
in tw o  weeks 'troub les ' in the U n ivers ity  have featured 
on the fro n t page o f the W aikato Times. Things even 
got so ho t th a t Nexus had to  pu ll o u t o f the National 
S tudents' Issue in order to  bring o u t broadsheets. So- 
what's the guts ?

On June 27 a sta ff member o f the W aikato H is to ry  
Departm ent, Professor John Jensen, issued defam ation  
w rits  to ta llin g  $717 ,500 against three defendants: Paul 
C lark, a fo rm er ed ito r o f Nexus, the student paper 
($417 ,500); Wanganui Newspapers, prin ters o f Nexus 
and most o ther student papers, inc lud ing Craccum 
($285 ,000); and Carl G ordon, a fo rm er W aikato student 
and c o n trib u to r to  Nexus $15,000). Professor Jensen 
claims th a t as a result o f Nexus articles p rin ted  between 
1972 and 1976 his professional and personal repu ta tion  
has been in jured and he has been brought hatred, 
rid icu le  and con tem pt.

The s tory behind the w rits  is a long and involved one 
and due to  the fact th a t our prin ters consider the m atter 
sub judice we are unable to  relate it  fu lly  in w r itte n  
fo rm . Presumably though the W aikato Times provide 
ample legal umbrage, so quo ting  fro m  the ir issue o f 
June 27:

'The troub le  started when Professor Jensen to ld  a 
p rom otions advisory com m ittee  o f the U n ivers ity  
Council tha t he cou ld no t support liberal h istorian 
Lewis Fretz fo r p ro m o tio n . Things became b itte r  when 
Professor Jensen and Dr Fretz disagreed on markers fo r  a 
masters student's thesis. In Ju ly  1973 Dr Fretz resigned 
from  the un ive rs ity , later c la im ing Professor Jensen had 
inaccurately portrayed feeling w ith in  the h is to ry  depart­
m ent against him .

i ne student newspaper Nexus to o k  the issue up in 1974 
and gave p u b lic ity  to  tensions between the tw o  and also 
ou tlined  a d ispute between another masters s tudent
and Professor Jensen over m a rk in g ..... In 1974
Dr Fretz was reinstated at the un ivers ity  a fte r w ide 
student support and an agreement was fo rm ed between 
Professor Jensen and Dr Fretz w ith  the U n ivers ity  
Council th a t legal battles w ou ld  no t be waged.

The issue has been high lighted by Nexus since and an 
issue o f Nexus th is  year m entioned tha t w rits  fro m  
Professor Jensen were s till possible.'

When Nexus attem pted in th e ir latest issue to  provide 
students w ith  a fu ll account o f the h is to ry  o f the 
'Jensen A ffa ir ' Wanganui Newspapers, understandably, 
refused to  p r in t it.

Beneath th is  row  another was brewing. In June Brian 
Sweeney, the ed ito r o f Nexus, announced th a t an 
e xh ib itio n  o f Nexus covers encompassing the  last ten 
years o f publish ing w ou ld  be m ounted in the U n iversity 
L ib ra ry . On Ju ly  4 the L ibra rian , Jenny K ing, censored 
seven items on display in the e x h ib it io n . Consequently 
the entire  e xh ib itio n  was removed by the Nexus 
A dm in is tra tion  Board and hung w ith in  the S tudent 
U n ion build ings.

O f the items censored, three related to  the 'Jensen 
A ffa ir ',  tw o  fro m  1974 and one fro m  1976. None o f 
these covers had been censored by the prin ters. In 
add ition  a poem w ritte n  by James K. Baxter fo r  Nexus 
in 1970 abou t the  V ie tnam  War was censored on the 
grounds th a t the p r in te r had o rig in a lly  refused to  p r in t 
it. O ther items removed were exp lanato ry  notes attached 
to  the covers w h ich the  L ibra rian m aintained were 
'fa c tu a lly  incorrect'.

Brian Sweeney was quoted , by the W aikato Times again, 
as saying: 'Th is  is an h istorica l e xh ib itio n , and there was 
no in te n tio n  to  h igh lig h t specific issues raised by 
Nexus in the  course o f the last ten years .... The whole 
aspect o f freedom  o f expression and speech is being 
jeopardised by the L ibra rian . To display the e x h ib it io n  
w ith  some covers removed w ou ld  no t present a true  
p ic tu re  o f the issues Nexus has raised in the last decade ... 
*f the  L ibra rian  saw f i t  to  remove everyth ing she 
considers 'ina pp rop ria te ' there w ou ld  be a lo t o f books 
taken ou t o f ou r lib ra ry .'

The L ibra rian  on the  o ther hand was no t qu ite  so 
ta lka tive . She d id  no t th in k  it  'app rop ria te  at the present 
tim e ' fo r  the  censored covers to  be exh ib ited  bu t 
refused to  elaborate upon th a t po in t. The decision to  
remove the covers was en tire ly  Ms King's, made in her 
capacity as L ibrarian .

S o ..... if  an SGM to  discuss the ro llin g  o f our president
seems like  the po litica l h ighpo in t o f the un ivers ity  
year, jus t look  to  the  W aikato. A nd  although Craccum 
may no t be plagued by w rits  and ram pant censorship 
it's  an in teresting phenom enon when related to  the 
student press. Just how  far should we be able to  go ?
Or, even more im p o rtan t, when related to  Craccum - 
you r ow n student paper - are we going far enough ? I 
d o n 't like  blacked o u t words, sentences o r paragraphs, 
bu t should fear o f censorship e ither by ou r ow n lawyer, 
who checks every issue before it  goes to  p r in t, or the 
prin ters themselves stop us fro m  w ritin g  'th e  t ru th ' ?
The censorship issue, a lthough localised in th is  instance, 
affects us all. W hat do YO U th in k  about i t  ?

L.C.

H I! I'M PERRY STALSIS 
AND I  KEEP THINGS MOVING

MOST STUDENTS ARE TOO 
CL066ED TO R EA L IS E  
THAT LACK OF MOVEMENT
I S  e o o uux..

GET SMART, 00 
YOURSELVES 
A FAVOUR.,

PAGE 16 J U L Y  24 CR ACCU M



NZ Film dwelling TO A Dribble
A few years ago a day-long seminar fo r  New Zealand 
film-makers w ou ld  have turned up perhaps a dozen 
local writers and d irectors, bu t today, Dr Roger Horrocks 
■ the sheep in W oo lw orths ' c lo th in g  o f local f ilm  
academia, was - God bless - able to  assemble a cast o f 
dozens o f professional film -m akers. As an outsider I fe lt  
rather like M arilyn  M onroe must have done when making 
'The Prince and the S how g irl' w ith  Laurence O livier.
When he tried  to  te ll her about enunciation she though t 
he meant som ething to  do w ith  the b ir th  o f Jesus. These 
men and wom en were speaking a language o f the ir own 
and the language was decimal currency. F ilm  finance, 
though no t advertised as such, was the main to p ic  o f 
the seminar.

Theoretically, the  fo rm a t was to  present representatives 
from all areas o f local film -m ak ing  - television as well 
as feature f ilm  m aking - f ilm  - financiers (the Q EII A rts  
Council (dec'd.) and the F ilm  Com m ission), m ajor f i lm ­
makers (T V 2 , the National F ilm  U n it and independent 
producers) and w riters. A c tu a lly  most o f w ha t these 
people had to  say bo iled dow n to  the issue o f m oney - 
iewho was going to  get issued w ith  it. Shall I te ll you 
about it  ? I d o n 't see w hy you shou ldn 't su ffe r as I d id .

The history o f local film -m aking , as presented at the 
seminar, is largely the h is to ry  o f film -finance . In the ^  
past, a d irec to r like Rudall Hayward financed his film s  ^  
by selling his soul. More recently, Roger Donaldson and S 
Tony W illiams have m ounted m ajor p roductions by S'*
mortgaging personal p rope rty , begging and threatening to **  
nervous breakdowns. The o n ly  o ther way to  finance a 
film was to  become a governm ent departm ent like the 
National F ilm  U n it or the Broadcasting C orpo ra tion .

Oh sure, there were occasional A rts  Council grants to  
private film -m akers, rising fro m  $9 ,700 in 1973 to  
$76,098 in 1976, and thereafter gradually p lum m eting. 
The Council's representative at the seminar,
Dr Volkerling , revealed th a t in 1976 the C ouncil 
discovered, w ith  w hat surprise I leave you to  imagine, 
that developm ent o f the local industry  had been 
'haphazard due to  lack o f fun d in g .' But by then the 
Government's F ilm  Com m ission, eventually established 
late last year w ith  $100 ,000  in its f irs t  year and 
$500,000 fo r  each o f the  next three years fo r  the fun d ­
ing of film s , had been conceived and was preparing itself 
for b irth . E x it the A rts  C ouncil, relieved o f respons ib ility  
and unabashed. Essentially film s  made before the advent 
of the F ilm  Commission were made possible on ly  by the 
titanic personal e ffo rts  o f the ir makers, w h ich  explains 
why there were so few . You can on ly  sell you r soul so 
many times. U n fo rtu na te ly  the F ilm  Com m ission has 
obvious lim ita tion s  o f its ow n -  to o  litt le  money.

There are three o ther possib ilities fo r  p ro du c tion  finance.
The most obvious one was o n ly  advocated by one person 
at the seminar - Piers Davies, w rite r fo r  'The Cars tha t 
Ate Paris' and 'S k in  Deep'. He po in ted o u t th a t though 
financial considerations 'm ay lim it  what you w rite  
about, they do no t rea lly res tric t it. 'F ilm s can be made 
in any financia l range. In o ther words, fewer scenes o f 
napaiming in the Coromandels ('S leeping Dogs') and 
more o f small tow n  life  ('S k in  Deep') do no t necessarily 
mean a worse f ilm  and are certa in ly  easier to  pay fo r. 
Secondly, a film -m aker can t r y  to  get financia l support 
from large businesses. He can also t ry  getting b lood fro m  
astone. Business finance was obtained fo r 'Sleeping 
Dogs' and, to  a lesser degree, fo r  'S o lo '.

But, as far as the film -m akers at the seminar were 
concerned, the most prom ising fu tu re  source o f m oney 
is co-production w ith  overseas interests. There is just no t 
enough money in New Zealand to  finance a fea tu re -film  
industry. Ian John afte r being refused finance by bo th 
TV channels fo r  the docum entary series 'S p ir it  o f Asia ', 
as well as help fro m  the F ilm  Com m ission, managed to  
arrange a co-p roduc tion  deal w ith  the Am erican Public 
Broadcasting System. This no t o n ly  means th a t his series 
can be produced, bu t also th a t it  w ill d e fin ite ly  be 
shown, in the  U n ited States at least.

And the disadvantages o f co-productions ? These w ent 
unobserved at the seminar bu t are based on the  p rinc ip le  
that if someone gives you m oney they w ant som ething ^  
back. A ll one's investors have to  be satisfied. A  New 
Zealand f ilm  financed w ith  Am erican and A ustra lian 
money there fore w ou ld  have to  be acceptable to  
American and Austra lian audiences. Picture, i f  you dare, 
the scene as the  tw o  cowboys face each o ther down the 
length o f Queen St. They advance. They draw. A t  the 

i noise o f the guns startled K iw is f ly  fro m  the surrounding 
eucalyptus trees. One cow boy falls. The o ther's  face 

■ registers no em otion  as he m ounts his kangaroo and 
rides o ff in to  the sunset. C o-productions may mean no 
compromises fo r  New Zealanders and no devia tion  at 
all from the film -m akers orig ina l vision. O n ly  tim e w ill 
tell. A t present they seem to  be the  o n ly  acceptable 
financial a lternative.

But why is all th is  so im p o rta n t ? W hy go to  all th is 
trouble ? Tom  H utch ins o f the  School o f F ine A rts  
seemed to  pu t the m atter in a satisfactory, i f  hyperbo lic , 
nutshell when he called film -m a k ing  'ta k ing  sp iritua l

possession o f the land '. The fiend ish ly  w it ty  A rth u r 
Baysting expressed the same tho ugh t w ith  his usual de ft 
satire when he said, ' I f  we're going to  see sh it, w hy no t 
see New Zealand sh it ?'

The increase in film -consciousness in th is  c o u n try  in the 
seventies means movies are p laying a larger pa rt than 
ever before in s truc tu rin g  our rea lity . We have ou r ow n 
lite ra ture , pa in ting  and o ther media; we m ust have our 
ow n film s . I f  the view  o f  New Zealand the ir w rite rs  
present be a lim ite d  one- a com m on accusation on 
re jection slips fro m  the T V  channels - so m uch the better 
fo r  dem onstra ting the  p o ss ib ility  o f o ther views. What is 
an un lim ite d  view , anyway ? A nd , lim ite d  or no t, the 
im portan t th in g  is th a t the view is o f New Zealand.

W hich som ehow leads me to  another im p o rta n t issue 
w hich received scant a tte n tio n  at the seminar - the so- 
called c o n flic t between art and com m ercial film s  (Oh 
look - m oney again !) Don Blakeney o f the F ilm  
Commission revealed th a t the Com m ission does not, 
thank God, regard these as tw o  m u tua lly  exclusive 
poles. Com m ercia l success is one o f the ir main crite ria  
when considering a p ro ject and on ly  the release o f 
'K ille r  C u rry ', 'Sons fo r  the Return Hom e', 'S k in  Deep' 
and 'Angel M ine' w ill show w hether a rtis tic  success has 
played an equal part in th e ir  decision-m aking. We have 
the lesson o f the execrable 'H un te r's  G o ld ', w h ich  every­
body forgets was appalling because it  sold w e ll overseas, 
to  deter us fro m  jo y in g  in com m ercia l success alone.

I t  is more im p o rta n t to  recognise th a t the art/com m ercia l 
d is tin c tio n  is a false and lim itin g  one in itse lf. There are 
no t tw o  sorts o f f ilm  w hich must be com bined. Rather, 
'a rt is tic ' film s  (whatever th a t means) should be 
com m ercial (whatever tha t means) and vice versa. If any 
d is tinc tio n  exists in New Zealand it  is between tw o  sorts 
o f film -m aker. The com m ercia l sort was present at the 
seminar in the  person o f Harry Reynolds - the grand old 
wet b lanket o f New Zealand f ilm - from  Reynolds 
Television. Harry warns us th a t sponsored film s  are 
sensible, speculative ones suicidal. To a p o in t I agree, bu t 
a fter all, no one makes film s no t to  sell - every artis t 
wants his w o rk  appreciated by as many people as possible 
and if  the pub lic  has sometimes suffered when he has 
succeeded, it  has m ore o ften  bene fitted . There also exist 
to  play along w ith  th is  rid icu lous d is tin c tio n  a litt le  
wh ile  longer, a rtis tic  New Zealand film -m akers - people 
like T ony  W illiam s w ho, to  re fu te Reynolds, can make 
film s according to  an uncom prom ising vision and 
s till avoid penury, no t by inc lud ing 'com m ercia l elements' 
bu t because qu a lity  som ehow sells.

A nd the fu tu re  ? There are around a dozen features under 
way at the m om ent, fro m  those whose scripts are still 
being w orked on, like  'The End o f the Golden W eather', 
to  those well advanced in post-p roduction  like  'Angel 
M ine '. Last years tr ic k le  w ou ld  seem to  have swelled to  
a d ribb le , so we are at least assured o f some fu tu re .

The need fo r  greater u n ity  among local film -m akers in 
the fu tu re  emerged fro m  the seminar, even if  on ly  by 
the reve lation o f present d isu n ity . The N ational F ilm  
Units Tom  W illiam son's ad m on ition  to  independent 
film -m akers no t to  isolate themselves from  T V  seemed 
rather disingenuous in ligh t o f the d if f ic u lty  
independents have had in getting w o rk  fro m  T V  a fte r 
the channel sp lit. T ony  W illiam s m ajor w o rk  between 
1975 and 1977 was a Crunchie com m ercia l. Independent 
producers have always had troub le  gaining access to  the 
fac ilities  o f well-established (ie governm ent-funded) f ilm  
makers like the NFU and T V , and once b itte n  forever 
shy was an understandable a ttitud e  in th is ligh t. Now, 
however, there seem to  be moves tow ard  greater 
co-operation. There are about fo r ty  independent 
p roduc tion  houses in New Zealand and large reserves o f 
local ta len t (m uch o f it  overseas getting paid) the 
com bined resources o f w h ich cou ld do great things. So 
buck up, boys and girls, stop paddling you r ow n canoes, 
bury the  hatchets, ra lly  round the flag and play fo r  the 
team. E ither tha t o r go under.

It  is also im perative tha t film -m akers w o rk ing  in the 
cou n try  at the m om ent be encouraged to  stay. Why 
people (nay, saints !) like Ian John w ho cou ld  easily 
f in d  w o rk  overseas insist on rem aining in the cou n try  
and k illin g  themselves to  get the ir film s  made is largely 
a m ystery to  me. It's  surely no t the w o nd e rfu l c inem atic 
qualities o f the scenery - as Piers Davies po in ted ou t, the 
weather is so lousy you can never f ilm  it  p rope rly  
anyway. A ll we can do is thank these men and women 
by paying to  see the ir film s. A nd the o n ly  way to  
encourage the m ore d iff id e n t o f our film -m akers to  
stay is to  a llow  them  to  produce more film s  (and w ho 
are we to  d isa llow  them , anyway ?) The m om entum  
w hich has recently developed must no t, the re fore , be 
perm itted  to  cease. I t  is one o f the b righ t sides o f the 
curren t state o f the  f ilm  th a t it  shows no signs o f doing 
so, though m uch w ill depend on the pub lic 's  response to  
those film s  cu rre n tly  in p roduction .

W riters are s ligh tly  be tte r o ff .  There are (on ly  just) 
more op po rtu n itie s  fo r  freelance w rite rs  in T V  - 
especially T V 2  w hich requires at least one new w rite r a 
week to  satisfy its strange lusts - than there are fo r  
freelance d irectors. Vacancies foreseen in the  next f i f ty  
years - none. But one does no t, I imagine, achieve very 
great a rtis tic  fu lf il lm e n t by w ritin g  scripts fo r  'R ad io  
Waves'. Feature film s  are much m ore satisfy ing, i f  no t as 
well paid (Gee - m oney again). A nd the more film s  a 
w rite r can w o rk  on, the be tte r he or she becomes, and 
so the film s  get be tte r, and so more are made, and so on.

In short: the m oney is there, the  cameras are ro lling , 
the lights are on, the  ta le n t is com ing hom e, the  
audience is paying, the  usherettes are confused, the sky 
is b righ t, the fu tu re  is rosy and the past is Doris. A fte r  
th is a rtic le  please leave the newspaper by the back pages.

PAUL LITTLE .
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.4 UCKLAND ACCOUNTANTS AND 
COMMERCE STUDENTS SOCIETY

FORUM 78
Topic: “The N.Z. Economy - Our Future ” 
Date: Friday 28th July, 8.45am - 5.30pm 
Venue: Mandalay Ballroom, Newmarket

Speakers include:

Dr D. T. Brash (N.Z. Planning Council)
Mr H.D. McAven (Ak Court Conciliator) 
Dr R.L. Congreve (a taxation lawyer)
Mr Len Bayliss (Chief Economist, BNZ) 
Mr Reg Birch field (National Bus. Review)

COST: (includes morning + afternoon 
teas, lunch and drinks )

$10.00 Non-members 
$8.00 Members 

of A.A.C.S.S.

REGISTRATION: Please give your names 
and money to Hilary Smeeton, Commerce 
Faculty Office, Choral Hall Building.

7 H &  h z e s t  t h e  i s l a n d
B A N b s  in  t h e  o f  r e a l

CMHTftY/ 7 airedalest 
T m  S E S T

C o ffE g  i  R > O h

IN  T Ô W N ?
W£2> - THORS L> '-fit In ',4*

(S O %  jx s c jJ
FRl-SAT g 2»n 

S V N b A T  

Afternoons.
3 pm .

VbJRS 27, PM Zt, SAT 3.1

*  c m z e n  b anP “ly
I  W I T

FRANCE STREET
•  THE BIG  THEATRE

T U I S . ,  W E D . ,  I  M l ,  S A T .  8 . 1 5  pin* 
4 T H U R S .  6 . 3 0  p . m .  $ 6  &  $ 4

StudentDiscount : $1 off seat price

THE RIVALS
by RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN 

CLOSING July 29
1 M E R C U R Y  I • THE^UTTt Ê' INTIMATE THEaikE — 

RHOVHMNG SOMETHING DfFFERENT 
■i, M O A .8 l* P M ; . O N IY  $3 * 

TOM’. W fO . FRI. SAT. —  6 PM

ASHES
b y  D A V I D  R U D K I N

Portraying the agony of a childless 
couple whose sole desire following 
the failure of careers is to have a 
family. Linked with the husband’s 
concern for his native Ireland torn 

by violence.
CLOSING JULY 29 $  3

f f l  34-857 ANYTIME

The Entertainer
G O R D O N  D R Y L A N D  talks to Katherine White about do; I w ou ld  never w rite  a character who was en tire ly
his newest play, which had its premier at New independ- unsym pathetic, because th a t k ind  o f character is like ly  
ant Theatre last Saturday night. to  be un true, and is also s im ply boring !

The t it le , 'Casa Mabel', is the name given by Mabel to  
the board ing house she runs. Casa - the house o f - Mabel. 
A nd the play is about the boarding house, the people 
who live there, about Mabel and her sister, her relations 
w ith  these people. I t  has a num ber o f secondary themes- 
running th rough it, all relating to  Mabel, w ho is the 
central figure. Her's is a big acting p a r t ; I 'm  very lucky  
to  have an extrem e ly  good lady do ing tha t, A ud rey  
Trum an, who's done a lo t o f musical w o rk , and has a 
marvellous sense o f rh y th m  w hich comes th rough  in her 
speech. I feel very s trong ly about rh y th m ic  w ritin g , 
because the rh y th m  o f the spoken w ord is one o f the 
most im p o rtan t aspects o f w ritin g  fo r  the  theatre; even 
to  the p o in t o f changing the order o f  words and 
trunca ting  phrases.

So I am, obviously , in to  w ord-type  theatre. N o t tha t 
'Casa Mabel' is a pa rticu la rly  w o rd y  p lay; some o f them , 
like A fr ic a ', have been in a much grander manner - a 
bigger type  o f theatre. 'Casa M abel' is more like  'F a t 
L itt le  Indians', in tha t it.has co lloqu ia l speech, 
rh y thm ica lly  constructed. It's  conversational, it  has no 
big, set arias - wh ich 'Ind ians ' d id have. I th in k  I've 
discovered th a t they are a litt le  se lf-indulgent on my 
part, although I must confess I love to  watch actors 
doing a big speech.

There are no extended arias in 'M abe l'; the  nature o f the 
story and the s itua tion  d o n 't demand them . Its much 
more interchangeable, w ith  scattered dialogue. You can 't 
impose big, theatrica l acting on a play where it  isn 't 
suitable; you see tha t happening sometimes, it's  to o  big 
fo r the size o f the play, it's  a b it  embarrassing.

'Casa Mabel' is designed fo r a fa ir ly  tra d itio n a l stage. 
When I w ro te  it  I had in m ind three p laying areas, no t 
w ith  a realistic set, and w hat we have devised at New 
Independent is no t a realistic set. There are tw o  raised 
rostra, and the centre stage downstage. There are 
pretend doors, free-standing doors, bu t no walls, so th a t 

you can see through . This has caused problem s, because 
you 've got to  be able to  see over the fu rn itu re  in the 
liv ing room  in to  the raised areas, a k itchen  on one side 
and bedroom  on the other. I t  is possible to  w a lk from  
the k itchen, th rough  the liv ing room  and up the  stairs 
in to  the bedroom . Mabel does at one tim e , w ith  a 
change o f lights.

I had tho ugh t o f i t  being done w ith o u t real th ings in the 
k itchen - the stove, re frigera tor, sink, cups and shelves 
and all th a t - bu t we've got all tha t, because it 's  the k ind  
o f w o rk  th a t New Independent does. I can see it  being 
done though, at Theatre Corporate fo r  instance, w ith  a 
painted suggestion o f k itchen. I d id n 't  specify i t  in m y 
play; I never do. I give the barest ou tlin e  o f w ha t I ask 
fo r on the stage, because tha t's  the d irec to r's  and 
designer's business. I d o n 't want to  set it  up fo r  them , or 
te ll them  one th ing  and make them anxious w ondering if 
the ir ow n ideas w ill do justice to  the play. I 'd  much 
rather they go ou t on the ir own and do w hat they th in k  
they 'd  like to  do w ith  the play. Once they 've  got it in 
the ir hands it's  theirs, as long as they d o n 't change the 
words, or pu t new lines in, or cut to o  m uch o u t o f it. I 
always hope o f course th a t they understand it, bu t tha t 
hasn't always been the case.

I always do qu ite  a lo t o f w o rk  w ith  every f irs t  p ro du c t­
ion; it's  very easy to  m isunderstand lines unless you  nail 
it  dow n by giving instructions to  the actors. For 
instance, I use punc tua tion  very care fu lly . A  fu ll-s to p  is 
a fu ll-s to p ; I w ant the actor to  stop. A nd  if  I've got tw o  
fu ll-stops before the next line takes up w ith  a capital 
le tter, th a t means tw o  beats in a linked pause. I f  I've got 
fou r dots, th a t means fo u r beats, w hich dicta tes the 
length o f the pause. A  capital le tte r starts a new sentence 
and suspension po in ts ta il o ff  the line, where the actor 
th inks the rest o f it bu t doesn't actua lly  say it. It's  
actua lly very hard to  make actors notice punc tua tion  
and stick to  it.

We haven't cu t the p lay at all, instead I've added a litt le  
b it. Usually I do cu t them , bu t before I even offe red 
th is one to  the theatre I d id  a lo t o f cu ttin g  - so no one 
w ill ever see the bits I cu t ou t. I've pu t in a couple o f 
extra lines, fu n n y  lines, and in one instance I've linked 
tw o  scenes together w ith  a lit t le  extra dialogue, just 
about 3 lines. This p lay has certa in ly been easier than 
any o f the others - possibly because I'm  getting better.

I like all the characters in 'M abel'. I have w ritte n  plays 
in w h ich the audience is invited to  greatly d is like  some 
o f the characters, bu t in th is play they 're  all sym pathetic  
characters. A ll the characters have reasons fo r  w hat they

I th in k  Mabel herself is very fu n n y , and very outspoken. 
She can 't stand people w ho are phony, or hypocritica l 
w ith  themselves, and a lo t o f her hum our is h itt in g  out at 
people fo r  a ffected or un true things th a t they  say - 
cu ttin g  them  dow n to  size. .So she's a tough lady. She's 
also very warm -hearted, a lthough no t in the least 
sentim ental - any k ind  o f sen tim en ta lity  she w ou ld  
d is like in others and despise in herself. It's  no t her style.

Gordon Dryland

This is m y s ix th  play, and the fo u rth  one to  have its 
f irs t p ro du c tion  at New Independent. It's  being directed 
by a lady, A u d ry  B rown, the f irs t tim e th a t she has 
directed one o f m y plays, and the f irs t tim e, incidenta lly, 
tha t a prem ier o f one o f m y plays has been done by a 
lady d irec to r. Her approach has been very d iffe re n t; 
she's come at it  fro m  a much more sym pathetic  po in t of 
view, much less brash and the a trica lly  fo rw a rd  tha t some 
o f the  o ther d irectors.

I am o ften  accused o f w ritin g  Am erican plays; i t  doesn't 
h u rt m y feelings, bu t I have lived all m y life  in New 
Zealand. I've o n ly  been in the States once, fo r  about 
eight m onths. I have been very m uch in fluenced by 
Am erican movies and theatre though - I w ent to  the 
movies fro m  about the age o f five. I was obsessed w ith  
the movies, I'd  go three o r fo u r tim es a week by the 
tim e I was e ig h t .... to  the vast despair o f m y fam ily . I 
saw everyth ing th a t was ever available. I'd  go miles by 
tram  to  see a pa rticu la r movie, so th a t I cou ld t ic k  tha t 
one o ff .  I used to  co llec t bo ttles and sell them , steal 
firew ood and sell th a t to  pay fo r  m y film -go ing. I never 
d id pa rticu la rly  well at school; I was always th in k in g  
about the  m ovie I'd  just seen, or the one I was going to  
see. A nd a lthough I never w ent to  U n ivers ity , I'd  say 
tha t m y U n ivers ity  was the movies.

No, I'm  never actua lly  conscious o f having to  cater to  
pub lic  taste in w ritin g  m y plays. I am in the en te rta in ­
m ent business, I w an t to  en terta in  people, and the 
pub lic  likes m y w o rk , so I suppose to  a certa in  degree I 
do cater to  pub lic  taste. I w o u ld n 't  th in k  o f w ritin g  
som ething tha t had no poss ib ility  o f p ro du c tion , or o f 
w ritin g  a rad io p lay tha t w o u ld n 't  be accepted, or o f 
w ritin g  fo r  te levision along lines th a t are no t suitable to  
television as it  is set up in th is cou n try . I w o u ld n 't  w rite  
som ething s im p ly  fo r  m y ow n bene fit, as some write rs 
do; I th in k  th is  is s im p ly showing o ff.  A fte r  all, I am in 
the en te rta inm en t business, I am w ritin g  com m ercia lly  - 
tha t's  the way I make m y liv ing !
K A T R IN A  W H ITE
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Reviews
QUARTETTO B E E TH O V E N  Dl RO M A 
CHAMBER M USIC SO C IETY CO NCERT 
TOWN H A L L  J U L Y  17

The Q uartetto Beethoven di Roma must surely be one 
of the finest chamber music groups around. Playing 
music seems to  come fro m  them  as easily as ta lk ing .
Their relaxation and ease was an im p o rtan t fea ture o f 
this gem o f a concert.

The piano quarte t is the most de lig h tfu l com b ina tion  
in chamber music. The inclusion o f piano w ith  strings 
broadens the tonal possib ilities; the instrum ents o f 
this group are all well-m atched, and the p ian is t is very 
fine indeed.

The programme opened w ith  Beethoven's Q uarte t No3 
in C Major. This was one o f on ly  three piano quartets 
which Beethoven w ro te . They were his f irs t venture 
into the realm o f chamber music and are also the firs t 
examples o f com position  fo r  th is com b ina tion  o f 
instruments. This shows th a t Beethoven was an in d iv id ­
ualist from  the start. The Q uarte t is lyrica l in qu a lity , 
full of fo lk  tunes and easy listening. Their entries were 
precise and I was im m edia te ly struck by the sp irited 
quality o f th e ir playing. We are used to  the serious 
Germans and the sometimes sober English th a t the 
flamboyance o f the Italians is a de light. They take 
such obvious pleasure in the ir playing.

The Mendelssohn piano quarte t in F m inor op 2 was 
to be next. This quarte t, as w ith  Beethoven's was com ­
posed at the age o f f ifte n . However th is unusual piece 
was deleted and instead we heard the M ozart piano 
quartet in G m inor. This late w o rk  is fu ll o f  ch rom at­
icisms and contains the very fam ous and beau tifu l 
Minuet and T rio .

After the interval was the Faure piano quarte t in C m inor 
op 15. This gourgeous, gutsy piece is, fo r  many, the 
greatest o f all piano quartets ever w ritte n . It is bursting 
with feeling and, fo r  me, recalls the sea w ith  its eternal 
ebbing and flow ing . The fine  q u a lity  o f th is quarte t 
left us w ith  the feeling th a t we had got our m oney's 
worth -- and much, much more.

The Brahms encore was a perfect c row in ing  p o in t to  an 
exceptional evening o f musical en terta inm ent. The large 
audience responded w ith  an enthusiasm no t seen fo r 
along tim e, to  those fou r men who play as one.

C.H.M.

RY GOODER
WARNER BROS (T H R U  W EA)

Jazz is a new area fo r  Ry Cooder to  enter, though no t in 
an unforseeable d irec tion  in the ligh t o f his a b ility  in 
other blues-related fie lds. His latest album  is a fine  
collection o f atmosphere, sp ir it and hum our and, though 
the field is new, his enthusiastic presence is unm istakeable, 
Cooder travels th rough the back streets and ghost towns 
of American music bring ing back rare treasures and 
delights fo r  ou r pleasure, bu t he's no academic, his music 
no dry an thropo lig ica l d isplay, bu t g low ing w ith  the ligh t 
and life o f the artis t.

His sense o f hum our is one o f his biggest assets, second 
only to technical a b ility , and th is  shines righ t fro m  the 
start in 'B ig Bad B ill is Sweet W illiam  N ow ', an R .Crum b 
style comedy o f tough guy pacified in marina! bliss. The 
band bounce the rh y th m  w ith  t ig h t brass harmonies, 
and Guaneri's ta lk ing  cornet quips w ith  Cooder's gu itar 
through the break. Later in the album  the hum our 
returns w ith  the fo u r voices o f B ill Johnson's b r illia n t 
quartet; the ir t ig h t bu t ligh t touch  is a de ligh t in 'Shine' 
and 'N obody ' - they add the vaudeville atmosphere to  
these popular songs o f 1910 - 1920.

Cooders appreciation o f Am erican religious music is 
manifested on th is album  in the three Joseph Spence 
spirituals. These have a rather d isconcerting Salvatidn 
Army sound provided by the tuba bass, and Joseph 
Byrd's otherwise delicate arrangements become some­
what m uddy. The cym ba lum  helps though, w ith  its 
bizarre b r itt le  sound.

But if the sp iritua ls are d isconcerting ly  pious, 'The 
Dream' makes up fo r them  w ith  sheer sleaze. Described 
by Cooder as a 's low  drag, whore-house num ber', th is 
tango features the raunchy com b ina tion  o f Earl Hine's 
piano and Cooder's bo ttleneck -an exce llent team fo r 
funk and jive as proved on his previous album .

The three B ix Beiderbecke numbers are d e lig h tfu l 
'atmosphere music'. Beiderbecke's impressionism is 
strange and evocative as the tit le s  'Flashes' and 'In  a 
Mist' suggest.

Those who com pla ined o f the lack o f backing at his 
concert w ill be pleased at the qu a lity  and varie ty  o f the 
musco's here, a lthough it  seems to  me th a t Ry Cooder is 
always in excellent musical com pany, even when 
playing alone.

MATHEW D A R T

G E N E R A T IO N  X 
G E N E R A T IO N  X 
C H R Y S A L IS  (T H R U  F E S T IV A L )

Way back in early '77 yer average w o rk ing  class punks in 
England (and a good deal o f the pretend ones too , I 'l l 
w arrant) were accusing Generation X o f being m iddle- 
class. W riter/bassist T ony  James stuck up fo r the Great 
M iddle, com pla in ing about rap id ly  evolving punk 
cliches. N o t long a fte r s inge r/w rite r B illy  Ido l appeared in 
'P ink ' (ooh, in ' 'e fab girls), and was also spotted in a 
trendy London health food restaurant. A ll th is  I vastly 
ap p re c ia ted ..... so what about the album  ?

It surprised me a b it, in view  o f w hat w ent before, tha t a 
lo t o f the lyrics on the album  have a fa ir ly  self-conscious 
'p u n k y ' cast: 'Y o u th , you th , yo u th , d o n 't wanna be an 
adult, /  Y ou th , yo u th , yo u th , d o n 't w ant no books o f
ru le s ..... ' These sound as if  they 've been lifte d  stra ight
from  back copies o f the NME. A  couple o f the  songs, 
though, show more po tentia l ly r ica lly , 'Kiss Me Deadly' 
and 'Inv is ib le  Man' perhaps. When you 're  sweating over 
the notes it's  too  easy to  fo rge t the poetry .

The album  is well produced, simple, d irect, w ith  special 
effects kept th a t way: special, no t com m on. Ido l's  voice 
comes over y o u th fu l, strong, and qu ite  tun e fu l. The 
gu itar plays dangerous lead runs, bu t the bass always 
comes to  the rescue. The drum m ing is constant: start- 
p lum m et-stop. The nature o f the songs is closer to  pop 
than to  'A na rchy  in the U .K .', bu t it's  s till pop w ith  a 
punch. They 're  more like the Damned than the Sex 
Pistols; bu t more like Gary G litte r than the New Y o rk  
Dolls. (In  fac t Gary te lls me - ahem - th a t 'X ' do his own 
'R ock O n'). I f  th a t crude triangu la tion  means anyth ing 
to  you, you probab ly  w o n 't believe it  anyway. So while  
this record doesn 't have the power and bile o f the firs t 
wave, the new G eneration should get you r fee t tapping 
at least. I 'm  look ing fo rw ard  to  hearing a m ore mature 
album from  th is band. I t 'd  be excellent.

B R E TT  S A LTE R

ENCORE
T A N G E R IN E  D R E A M  
V IR G IN

Ah yes, music to  read or have 'Close Encounters' by. 
Dear me, these German chaps certa in ly  do tend to  
occupy a musical niche all to  themselves - how  on earth 
do you classify it  ? Answer: d o n 't, just s it back, equip 
yourse lf w ith  a long d rin k , douse the lights and listen. 
Let Tangerine Dream take you fo r a qu ick  to u r o f the 
universe w ith o u t leaving the security o f you r own 
stereo - just stop every 20 m inutes to  refuel w ith  a fresh 
album side.

Tangerine Dream must be the o n ly  band in the  w o rld  
tha t caters specifica lly  fo r  one's astral body - everyth ing 
else is fo r  body, soul or brain (though where the 
Osmonds f i t  in I can 't imagine). But Tangerine Dream 
creates music o f a dream like qu a lity , b r illia n t colours, 
sm ooth textures - vast expanses o f ocean, snow and 
galaxies - feeding all the senses at once.

This new Double album  was recorded live in the US and 
w o n 't d isappo in t i f  you 're  already a fan. I f  no t, you may 
find  it  hard to  get in to . D o n 't expect a 5 m inute  song 
you  can sing, hum  or dance along to . D o n 't compare 
them  w ith  anyone (vaguely "Pink F loyd ish is as close as 
y o u 'll get). D o n 't a ttem p t to  analyze the music. As the 
name implies, Tangerine Dream music is fo r  dreaming 
along to . And if  you do like TD then keep an eye ou t 
and an ear cocked fo r  keyboard player Edgar Froese's 
solo excursion 'Ages'.

R.J.S.
R A D IO  B

APPRO VED B Y  TH E M O TO RS 
THE M O TO RS 
V IR G IN  (T H R U  RTC)

A ll the reviews o f th is album  in the B ritish rock press 
have been in term s o f stunned surprise. W hat can I add 
but th a t I 'm  surprised too . The M otors had, som ewhat 
un justly  I feel, acquired a rep u ta tio n  as a po ten t bu t 
lim ited  slambang gu ita r o u t f i t .  Though the ir debut 
'The M otors 1' was no t long on varia tion  a deceptive 
am ount o f sk ill w ent in to  producing the t ig h t punch 
displayed there. Nevertheless they were categorised as 
a dour bunch o f headbangers. W ith the ir new album 
'A pproved by The M otors ' the band has driven the 
critics to  a reassessment and won the ir approval.

In to  the backseat goes the hard nosed rock o f gu ita ris t 
N ick Garvey and in behind the steering wheel comes 
basist A nd y  McMaster, w ith  a set o f unashamed pop 
tunes. I f  th a t alone wasn't risk enough fo r  a band who 
established th e ir  fo llo w in g  on hard rock they have 
steered away fro m  the com paritive ly  safe ground o f 
early 60's pop and gone fo r  the late 60's sound o f The 
Love A ffa ir ,  The Grass Roots and in pa rticu la r The 
Foundations. The M otors obviously  in tend to  innovate. 
They w ant success in th e ir  own righ t and it looks like 
they w ill get it.

McMaster show a d e ft touch as a tunesm ith , p u ttin g  
im m aculate arrangements to  his appealing melodies. 
'Forget A b o u t Y o u ' is an outstanding example. From 
the b righ t piano in tro  the num ber bounces along and 
in to  the k ind  o f great chorus th a t makes you w ant to  
play and replay the track. 'Soul Redeemer' is just as 
likeable though the lyrics verge on the banal. So it  goe; 
on, a tender ballad in 'T o d a y ' and a tw isted love song 
called 'D o  You M ind ' w h ich  features an amazing 
G oth ic style bridge w ith  pounding keyboards, eerie 
strings and massed vocals. On the new single 'A irp o r t ' 
they move in to  10 cc te rr ito ry  and w ou ld  no t suffer 
fro m  any comparisons w ith  th a t group at its best. 
Personally I th in k  10cc's sort o f clever pop w ith  its use 
o f con trasting  melodies a chancy p ropos ition . Though 
The M otors bring it  o f f  here they m ight do be tte r to  
avoid it  in the fu tu re .

N ick Garvey does get to  sh ift the band in to  to p  gear on 
fou r tracks. The pick o f them  is 'Y ou  Beat The Hell 
O utta Me'. Here the thunderous guitars o f Garvey and 
Bram Tchaikovsky drive the num ber along w ith  
adm irable vigour. D rum m er R ick S laughter also 
obviously relishes the o p p o rtu n ity  to  set a ho t pace. 
These add itions are no com prom ise bu t ra ther serve to  
show the impressively broad scope o f th is  band's a b ility . 
This is fu rth e r evident in the im proved lyrics o f the new 
album . One example w h ich appealed to  me was this 
laugh up the sleeve at New Wave 'social com m ent', 'I was 
born in the c ity /  w ith  rats in my shoes/ I learned how  to  
hate/ never learned how  to  lose/ .' Great s tu ff.

This album  is as daring a change o f d irec tion  as you w ill 
ever see in a rock band. For th a t alone it deserves to  
succeed. But as well as audacity The M otors have the 
ta len t to  back it  up. They cou ld jus t be the next big 
th ing. So if  you w ant to  be in on it  early check ou t th is 
album.

D O M IN IC  FREE

Projects of an experimental nature by David 
Mealing “ Wasteland” , Nicholas Spill “ Rich 
Probe Poor” , & Frank Womble “  A  Zpace 
Zhow” . 22 J u l y 6 August.

A rtists
B ooks

An exhibition of 30 one-of-a-kind 
books made by artists. Curated by 

Franklin Furnace in New York

A D M I S S I O N  F R E E

AUCKLAND CITY 
ART GALLERY

K I T C H E N E R  S T R E E T
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Theatre Reviews
THE R IV A L S  
R.B. S H E R ID A N  
M E R C U R Y  ONE

My tru s ty  o ld  copy o f 'The Rivals' (The Kings Treasuries 
of L ite ra tu re  Series, fo r  use in schools, f irs t issued 1925) 
comes com plete w ith  an 'A c tin g  A p p en d ix ' w h ich  begins 
as fo llow s : 'There is probab ly  no long play in English w ith  
w hich an amateur dram atic society can be tte r make a 
beginning than The Rivals. The cast is no t large, there 
are on ly  tw o  small parts, characters are exuberantly  
drawn and strong ly d iffe ren tia ted , staging is ex trem e ly 
simple, and the play makes an un fa iling  appeal.' - advice 
of a sort w h ich seems to  have been generally well-heeded 
as Sheridan's com edy must surely vie w ith  'The 
Im portance o f Being Earnest' and 'The W inslow  B oy ' 
fo r the place o f 'a ll-tim e favo u rite ' on the church-hall 
c ircu it. However, one looks to  a professional p roduc tion  
o f The Rivals to  elevate the piece above the status o f 
mere rusty rep by prov id ing  a perform ance w h ich  is in 
some way orig ina l, s trik in g  and, above all, polished.
Odious though comparisons be, i t  seems fa ir  to  note 
that m y personal standard fo r  the p ro du c tion  o f Sheridan 
was set by last year's mem orable televised version o f 
'The School fo r  Scandal' w ith  its accent on s ty lisa tion  
and its com plete com m and o f e igh teen th -centu ry stage 
conventions. The M ercury p ro du c tion  makes obvious 
gestures in the d irec tio n  o f th is  stylised approach bu t 
u ltim a te ly , th rough a sheer lack o f overall consistency, 
falls f la t on its face in a manner more appropria te  to  
burlesque than ba lle t.

The fa u lt does no t rea lly lie w ith  the com pany w ho in 
fac t tu rn  o u t some fine  ind iv idual perform ances. For 
example David W eatherly's Bob Acres is energetically 
and refresh ingly b lu ff  w ith o u t being excessive and he 
actua lly manages an accurate Devonshire accent. There is 
good w o rk  to o  fro m  W arw ick S ly fie ld , who w ith  true  
theatrica l ve rsa tility  continues to  lose a leg fo r  the  role o f 
Sir Lucius O 'Trigger, and Robert Shannon as the 
ingenuous and nervy Faulkland. O n ly  Lee G rant in the 
m uch-prized role o f Mrs M alaprop is obv ious ly  too  
exuberantly  draw n ' and, aided and abetted by an 

ex trao rd inary  befeathered costume, she is g u ilty  o f a 
good deal o f scene stealing. The good w o rk  o f the cast is 
however sadly let dow n by a general weakness o f 
p roduction .

Essentially the fa u lt is one o f sty le, o r at least the fa ilu re  
to  select and realise a un ifie d  overall style appropria te 
to  the  demands and conventions o f e igh teenth-century 
com edy. This is perhaps best summed up by the choice 
o f incidenta l music fro m  the works o f Handel - no t in 
the clear, precise orig ina l versions bu t in a m u rky  post- 
Rom antic arrangement by Sir Thomas Beecham w hich 
u n fo rtuna te ly  characterises the general lack o f  precision 
in the  p roduc tion 's  a ttem pts at S ty lisa tion . Choreography 
fares a l i t t le  be tte r - the idea o f cove ring^tie  scene 
changes w ith  fo rm a l dances is appropria te  enough,

•. ' . V V~'“ ' ■' , ■ • •'* -• \ - '

however the d if f ic u lty  o f dancing and m oving fu rn itu re  
sim ultaneously seems to  have rather defeated the 
com pany w ith  the result th a t these in terludes fa il to  
add anyth ing to  the overall elegance o f the production . 
S im ila rly  the rather twee bu t p o te n tia lly  qu ite  charming 
set is m arred by an im p erfec tly  executed trom pe  I'oeil 
e ffec t w h ich  results in a regrettable confusion o f perspec­
tives and again detracts fro m  the p ro du c tion  as a whole. 
C learly no a ttem p t has been made to  match set w ith  
costumes or the costumes w ith  one another and th is 
produces a no t surprising sense o f visual confusion.

These critic ism s may seem undu ly  carping, however 
such details are lite ra lly  responsible fo r  the  d iffe rence 
between the p ro duc tion 's  po ten tia l success and the 
relative fa ilu re  w ith  w h ich  it  must regrettab ly  be account 
ed. W ith  so much happening in A uckland theatre at the 
m om ent one need feel no pangs o f  conscfence at leaving 
th is p ro du c tion  to  the M ercury's fa ith fu l band o f 
subscribers. Judging by the num ber o f favourable 
com m ents fro m  the audience at the perform ance which 
I attended, i t  seems th a t second-rate presentations don't 
even need to  g litte r anym ore in order to  be m istaken for 
gold.

MURRAY BEASLEY

THE CARETAKER 
HAROLD PINTER 
THEATRE CORPORATE

The stage lights are on as the  audience filte rs  in; the 
narrow  Corporate stage has been transform ed in to  a 
room  -- brow n, badly pa in ted walls, one small w indow  

at the  back w ith  sacking tacked across it, iron  bed frame, 
piles o f pa in t cans, newspapers, an o ld  gas stove. The 
debris o f a K Road flea m arket has been assembled. Rain 
drops in to  an iron bucket suspended fro m  the  ceiling. 
The unshaded lig h tb u lb  flicke rs  and blinks.

This then is the setting fo r  'The Caretaker', a p lay tha t 
has retained a d is tinc tive  air o f England, early sixties, 
w ith  all its backfround o f tea and rain, low er class 
poverty , parochialism  and racial pre judice, and the 
System -  a seedy upstairs room  in an o ld  London house. 
And the three characters are o f an appearance to  match 
the room : in an il l- f it t in g  grey su it, frayed m ittens and 
w orn shoes, or spiv's leather jacket. Three men, all at 
odds w ith  each o ther and w ith  themselves.

Roy B illing  as Davies presents an adm irab ly  belligerent 
vicious-tongued and cunning o ld  tram p, whose bluster 
and spite o n ly  break dow n w ith  the fina l lines o f the 
play. His assertive po rtraya l o f th is  p o te n tia lly  pathetic 
old man creates a vigorous centre to  the p ro du c tion , 
and is a suitable fo il to  the passive vu ln e ra b ility  o f Sidney 
Jackson's A ston , the o lder b ro ther disabled by previous 
shock trea tm ent in a m ental hospita l, and to  Paul G ittin 's 
M ick, the  callous, ca lcu la ting younger b ro th e r w ho owns 
the house. A ll three characters are extrem e ly well- 
m atched; the silent s o lid ity  o f Aston is as integral a part 
o f the perform ance as the con tro lled  assurance and 
th rea t o f M ick. In his e ffo rts  to  ingratiate his way in to  
the house perm anently , Davies rebounds fro m  one to  
the o th e r— and fin a lly  comes f la t  up against the inexplic­
able accord and understanding between these tw o .

T im ing  and m ovem ent are o f Corporate 's usual flawless 
execution; the tension in P inter's extensive use o f silence 
is never dissipated, bu t adm irab ly  sustained, especially 
through the d isc ip lined eye con tact. The thin-legged 
wooden cha ir stands in the centre o f the room , becoming 
a m anipu la tive island around w h ich  con flic ts  and power 
struggles a ttack or retreat.

Nevertheless, towards the  end o f the  play the pace does 
perhaps slow  a lit t le ,  no tab ly  in A ston 's dem anding 
confessionary speech abou t his shock trea tm ent. Use of 
an alm ost im percep tib le  long fade fo r  the end o f scenes 
adds to  the  uncanny and menacing undertones o f the 
perform ance; the unpleasant and macabre is ever-present, 
resurfacing in to  im m ediacy w ith  each o f M ick 's  sudden 
reversals o f  aggression. A nd  y e t d ire c to r Raym ond 
H awthorne also presents an extrem e ly  strong level o f 
superfic ia l hum our, a black com edy w hich w o u ld  no 
d o ub t be as antagonistic to  Davies as the  Ind ian fam ily  
across the  road. This is a p lay w h ich  cou ld  a ffe c t the 
audience in to  uproarious laughter, and then by the 
end o f the  same scene reduce them  to  a ch ille d  silence.
A compelling play which invites you to  much more than 
a light evening's entertainment.

KATRINA WHITE
R oy Billings in 'The Caretaker' 
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'1789'
M NOUCHKINE
MAIDMENT THEATRE FRIDAY 14

On Bastille Day three fine  performances o f th is  French 
play were presented by the A lliance Francaise in 
conjunction w ith  the Drama D iplom a Course. Selected 
extracts fro m  the play were sm oo th ly  pu t together; a 
grim and b iting  com m entary o f the social cond itions  in 
France at the tim e  o f the R evolu tion , o f the extrem e 
poverty o f the peasants, and wealth o f the aristocracy. 
This was sub tly  portrayed in a live ly  d isplay o f panto- 
mine m ime and com ic innocence, and a superb ly co lo u r­
ful and rustic set and costum ing. I t  is o n ly  un fo rtuna te  
that th is visual prettiness, a com m endable e f fo r t  in its 
own sake, d id  at tim es seem to  mask the in ten tions  o f 
the play.

An especial m ention o f the debut perform ances o f 
Pierre-Yves Sonalet as narrateur, and M airi Gunn as 
chanteuse. Drama D iplom a student Sandra K y le  has 
coached her cast th rough a v irtuoso perform ance, and 
congratulations must go to  bo th the French Departm ent 
and the Drama D iplom a Course fo r  the ir sk ill and polish 
in this co-operative venture.

KATRINA WHITE

GOIN' TO DJIBOUTI 
RED MOLE
HIS MAJESTY'S JULY 1

Red Mole produced a bum per 34 page program me fo r 
this the ir last show in New Zealand before leaving fo r 
the US. U n fo rtu na te ly  32 pages o f the program me 
were A lan B run ton ’s poe try  bu t the  rem ainder te lls a sad 
story. Quote: 'The them e o f the  show w ill be Red Mole's 
conviction th a t the w o rld  is facing a crisis between 
freedom o f the ind iv idual and to ta lita ria n ism , a 
suffocation o f the sp ir it w h ich could come fro m  either
left or r ig h t.....The passionless people are mercilessly
taken apart and a new vision o f w ha t society cou ld be if  
we all learned to  en joy each other's  com pany.'

Promises, promises, and all, in the Red Mole tra d itio n , 
un fulfilled . Red Mole c red it themselves w ith  the  trade­
mark o f 'savage and irreverent satire; it  is they however, 
who should be catching the punches. For self-deception 
is a heinous fau lt, especially in the fantasy w o rld  in 
which Red Mole imagine they live.

In the past Red Mole have alternated between the visual 
extravaganzas o f the type  last seen in 'G host R ite ' 
and the ir o ften  po litica lly -inc line d  cabaret shows.
'Goin' To D jib o u ti' a ttem pted - and fa iled - to  straddle 
the tw o . A nd  although patchiness was, perhaps, 
inevitable, one w ou ld  have hoped, w ith  experienced 
performers such as these, fo r  som ething above the level 
of a capping revue.

Two pieces - bo th  apo litica l - saved th is  p roduc tion .
Sally Rodwell and Deborah H un t created a beau tifu l 
dream o f tw o  wom en, perhaps flatm ates, in a f ly in g  
lesbian fantasy. A lthough  excessive at tim es, the 
mundane and the fan tastic were superb ly juxtaposed. 
Along the same lines was the m im ed surrealist scene. 
Masks and props were used to  the  fu ll to  set in to  c lo ck ­
work m o tion  the w orks o f M agritte , Ernst e t alia. Slow- 
moving and stern th is  sketch was pure dream -tim e.

But as fo r  'savage satire ' perhaps it 's  tim e Red M ole read 
the papers. A  M uldoon piggy mask and a p illo w -s tu ffed  
belly do no th ing  to  expose the p o litica l state o f th is 
country. Sure, th e y 'll make us laugh, bu t is M uldoon 
funny ? Again and again Red Mole missed op po rtu n itie s  
for b r illia n t parody and satire; again and again they 
turned po litica l com m entary in to  burlesque o f  the 
gaudiest k ind .

As always Jan Preston's musical arrangement was 
excellent and the add ition  o f a new female singer, also a 
member o f  the pe rfo rm ing  troupe, has raised even higher 
the calibre o f the band. A  shame th a t such musical 
talent is largely wasted on the  poor m aterial i t  
accompanies. They 're  s till around so catch them  before 
they go to  meet th e ir  fate in the US.

Red Mole however w ou ld  no t a ttra c t capacity audiences 
on tw o consecutive nights were they w ith o u t ta lent. 
They're no t. Ind iv id ua lly , and as a w hole, they are 
professional perform ers; they can dance, sing, tu rn  
somersaults and eat fire . They are im aginative and 
idealistic; they have an exhaustive range o f o rig ina l ideas; 
But, perhaps due to  the,size o f  the  troupe  and its insular 
nature, they are self-indulgent and.excessive. A nd  some 
day they to o  may realise tha t.

LOUISE CHUNN

SALOME 
OSCAR WILDE 
LITTLE THEATRE

'A ll a rt', w ro te  W alter F*ater in 1873, 'aspires to  the 
con d ition  o f m usic' and it  is hard ly  surprising tha t 
Oscar W ilde, one o f the most devoted disciples o f tha t 
guru o f late n ineteenth cenu try  decadence, should 
have born th is  d ic tu m  in m ind when creating his drama 
on the s tory o f Salome and Herod, w h ich had already 
proved a source o f insp ira tion  to  the French Sym bol- 
istes o f  his day. Indeed the piece is so musical, bo th 
in the euphony o f its words and phrases and in its con­
stant repe tition  o f key images and ideas, th a t i t  has 
been tra d itio n a lly  regarded as the a trica lly  unfeasible -- 
som ething to  be languished over at one's leisure rather 
than translated in to  concrete action on the stage. It is 
interesting to o  to  note th a t the m ost the a trica lly  success­
fu l version o f the p lay has been Richard Strauss' oper­
atic setting fo r, as in opera, it  demands th a t the audience 
tem po ra rily  suspend rational d isbe lie f and enter in to  the 
sp irit o f its stylised conventions. D irecto r S im on Phillips 
is thus to  be congratu lated fo r  a ttem pting  a p ro du c tion  
o f th is  p rob lem atic  bu t s till practicab le w o rk . In many 
respects he comes near to  scoring a resounding success.

The problem s are essentially those inherent in any 
student p ro du c tion  -- slenderness o f resources and un- 
eveness o f ta len t. The f irs t prob lem  has been dealt w ith  
courageously, i f  no t to ta lly  successfully, by e xp lo iting  
the L itt le  Theatre's po ten tia l fo r  staging 'in  the  round ' 
and creating a set w ith  simple ou tlines in Beardsley 
black and w h ite . W hat a reincarnated Oscar w o u ld  th in k  
about the use o f stainless steel ladders and black p o ly ­
thene backdrops is uncerta in - he w ou ld  possib ly th in k  
it all rather ch ic -  bu t I fo r  one m ust express some 
reservations abou t the way in w h ich  lokannan is raided 
and lowered o u t o f  and in to  w hat looks like a large p o ly ­
thene envelope, a touch  no t rea lly consistent w ith  the 
style o f the  play. Nevertheless, fo r  the most part, set and 
costumes w o rk  adm irab ly  together and make fo r  v ivid 
visual s ty lisa tion .

I t  is in casting th a t the p roduc tion 's  most obvious weak­
ness lies. To re turn to  the operatic analogy, i t  is essential 
th a t all the voices in a piece w ith  pronounced musicall 
qualities should blend to  create the precise nuances 
w hich are essential to  the creation o f an overall shape.
This means th a t, moreso than in m ost o ther plays, all the 
parts fro m  the leading lady to  the th ird  slave should 
ideally be played by firs t-ra te  actors w ith  a d e fin ite  sense 
o f the significance o f th e ir ind iv idual c o n trib u tio n s  in 
re la tion to  the overall s tructure . This is obviously  too  
much to  demand o f a un ivers ity  p ro du c tion  and one feels 
tha t some o f  the actors in the smaller parts are overwhelm ­
ed by the sheer extravagance o f the lines w h ich  they are 
required to  deliver. Add to  th is  the un fo rtuna te  miscasting 
o f bo th Nicholas T arling  and Herod and Helen Butcher 
as Herodias and yo u 're  skating on p re tty  th in  ice.

The s itua tion  is however rather g lo rious ly  saved by Jose 
Entrican in the p ivo ta l role o f Salome herself. This is a 
Salome to ta lly  in co n tro l both o f herself and her s itua t­
ion, q u ie tly  venomous and burn ing w ith  an inner passion 
w hich surfaces on ly  as her unnatural desire is consumated. 
She provides an exp lanation  o f w hy men have fo r centuries 
languished before the  stony gaze o f 'la belle dame sans 
m erci'.

Thus the p ro du c tion  is redeemed and Theatre W orkshop 
is to  be congratu lated fo r at least a ttem p ting  a piece 
w hich frequ en tly  sends o ther companies scurry ing fo r 
the p ro te c tion  o f a ten -fo o t barge pole.

MURRAY BEASLEY

ASHES
DAVID RUDKIN 
MERCURY 2

'Ashes' is a play about gu ilt. A n enorm ously pow erfu l, 
pa in fu l excursion in to  the em otions o f a childless couple, 
it is a play th a t also incites g u ilt among its audience who 
may at tim es have po in ted the finger at the phenomena 
now  po rtrayed before them . Seen on the stage it  is no 
longer strange, hum orous or threatening; i t  is a sad and 
b itte r tr ib u te  to  society 's moves.

Colin  and Anne have fa iled as creative artists and were 
forced early on to  accept th e ir  fa ilu re . Now  as a couple 
they fa il to  create ch ild ren. This 'inadequacy ' they find  
far harder to  accept; through gynaecologist and semin- 
o log ist they seek a remedy to  th e ir  shared s te r ility . 
Ind iv id ua lly  they are capable o f p roducing ch ild ren ; 
together they  are b io log ica lly  incom patib le .

They become then no t on ly  freaks in society, bu t freaks 
to  themselves. C o lin  bears the  burden o f a bisexual past 
and the re jection o f his Irish fa m ily  and background. 
Anne suffers a bed-ridden pregnancy ending in a b loody 
and soul-destroying miscarriage. Together they are 
rejected by th a t same ch ild -p roduc ing  society they so 
strong ly desire to  jo in . They are labelled 'abnorm a l'.

Bridget A rm strong  is best know n in  th is  her co u n try  o f 
b ir th  as a com edian o f sorts, the scatty b londe d o lly  
b ird  type . As Anne she is s tripped o f such associations, 
po rtray ing  the  childless w ife  w ith  desperate conv ic tion . 
'Ashes' is n o t however w ith o u t its hum our, o f  a black 
nature o f course, and Ms A rm strong  exp lo its  every self- 
m ocking barb w ith  a pa in fu l, and pained, iro ny . Paul 
Robinson as Co lin  sucks the same venom  o u t o f his lines, 
m aking the couple a su itab ly  strong dram atic  force.

'Ashes' is n o t a play fo r  b lind  op tom ists. I t  is an 
agonisingly real, statem ent about marriage, standards 
and groundless g u ilt in ou r society. Above all, it  is one 
o f o n ly  a handfu l o f d ram atic  w orks th a t succeeds in 
'teach ing ' the audience. I t  is a lesson to o  long com ing 
and to o  l i t t le  heard.

LOUISE CHUNN

THE BOAT 
JILL  SHEARER
NEW INDEPENDENT LUNCHTIME PRODUCTION

'Red Sails in the Sunset 
Way o u t in the S ea ..... '
The audience concentrates on try in g  to  recognize the 
slow ly-appearing figure on stage, as the house-lights 
gradually l i f t  to  reveal Sel (P h ilip  Ridge), fish ing 'Way 
O ut In the Sea ....' on his liv ing  room  flo o r.

Indeed, if  you a ren 't fa m ilia r w ith  th is  o ld , b u t 
appropria te ly-p laced in tro d u c to ry  piece, you  may well 
be disadvantaged as to  grasping fu lly  the significance o f 
the play. Here was a piece o f music w h ich  no t on ly  pu t 
the audience in a m ood appropria te  to  en joy ing  the 
play, bu t also, th rough  listening to  the lyrics provided 
substantial insight in to  the circumstances o f Set's 
'be ing ', th a t is 'Red Sails in the Sunset, I 'm  trus ting  in
y o u ...... ' explains precisely the reason fo r  his perturbed
behaviour.

A lthough  it  is no t clear to  the audience the s itua tion  
f irs t presented to  us is the result o f being deceived by 
the f irm  he has served consis ten tly  fo r  30 years. He, 
now, o n ly  knows the peace his m anner o f 'pretense 
fish ing ' brings to  h im  and through th is  he survives, if 
on ly  at his fa m ily 's  expense. There were tim es when 
P h ilip  Ridge seemed 'c o ld ' and o u t o f character though 
perhaps th is can be pu t dow n to  Sel's indeciveness.

C red it can be given to  V ic k y  Rosie (M ary) and especially 
Ross Mackie (Brian) fo r  believable po rtraya l o f the ir 
characters in a believable s itua tion  o f m other-son u n ity . 
The meek w ife  su ffe ring  on her husband's behalf came 
across strong ly.

The c lim ax to  the play starts  to  develop when Brian's 
g ir lfr ie n d , Jane (Dallas S m ith ), arrives and feels 
qua lified  to  handle the fa m ily  crisis. Her c o n fro n ta tio n  
w ith  Sel was shown w ith  po ignant desparation and even 
though it is v ita l to  the relevance o f the p lay, the stress 
o f her being A m erican daunted the success o f her role. 
The accent was unconvinc ing and w ou ld  have been 
better le ft ou t.

A p a rt fro m  th is , fo r  the running tim e o f the p ro du c tion  
a great deal o f 'fo o d -fo r-th o u g h t' has been incorporated 
and I recom m end it  fo r  it 's  innova tion , frankness and 
invasion o f ou r private lives.

TONI PHAIL
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AUCKLAND ACCOUNTANT'S AND 
COMMERCE STUDENTS SOCIETY

FILMS
Tharsday 3rd August at 5.30pm 

Choral Hall 1 , ALFRED STREET

2 management training films 
and a short discussion 

by Air J. Elmsly - 
(Management Studies Dept.)

COST: 50c

BALL
A.Z. Society of Accountant's ball 

Friday 4th August 8pm - lam 
at Trillos, Downtown

TICKETS ($22 double) available 
from Hilary Smeeton, at

Commerce Faculty Office

EAT ON CAMPUS 
M fLK B A R

9 -0 0  ~ 5 *3 0

New

CESTADRANT
5*00  ~  8 *0 0

N e w  M E N U

CAREFULLY!

FOR C O N T R A C E P T IV E  A D V IC E

C O N S U LT  Y O U R  F A M IL Y  D O C TO R , 

S T U D E N T  H E A L T H  S E R V IC E  

OR F A M IL Y  P L A N N IN G  C L IN IC

N .Z . F A M IL Y  P L A N N IN G  A S S O C IA T IO N  
INC.

IA N  SCOTT
LA T T IC E  P A IN T IN G S  1977-78 
P ETER /JAM ES G A L L E R Y

Ian S cott's  La ttice  paintings, so called because the image 
as such cou ld represent a few  square inches o f a garden 
tre llis , are executed in a way w hich cou ld be represent­
ative o f just about any coun try  in the w o rld  where 
enough western media coverage ensured visual knowledge 
of con tem porary  Western art issues. This in te rna tiona lism  
concerns itse lf w ith  in troverted re lationships o f aesthetic 
concerns; the same concerns are seen in Ian S cott's  
paintings - a com b ina tion  o f hard edge and hard co lou r 
in an essentially com p lim enta ry  arrangement. There is 
no other reference to  the w o rld  o f visual sensations and 
relationships apart from  surface, shape and co lou r as 
in trins ic  elements in themselves, and it  is rea lly  o n ly  the 
scale o f the square canvases th a t a ttem p t to  elevate the 
patterns o f stra ight lines and syn the tic  co lo u r fro m  
decora tion in to  a more m onum ental concern.

So if  one is no t going to  see a more hum an istic  approach 
in th is sty le o f pa in ting  and ye t no t view it en tire ly  as 
decorative, one relates it  back to  the viewer by m aking 
the size o f the pa in ting  w o rk  in a special way w ith  the 
viewers presence. My own view is th a t th is  has led to  
the u ltim a te  decorative device - one fo r the pu b lic  space, 
as the  size usually precludes any inclusion in a con tem p­
orary dom estic s itua tion . From  th is p o in t Ian Scott's  
pa in ting falls s ligh tly  short; the ir scale is suited to  a 
dom estic s itua tion , w ith  the largest w o rk  seventy inches 
square. Because o f th is  relative smallness they  hover 
uncerta in ly  between the m onum ental and the sort o f 
decorative elem ent o f in te rio r design.

Given th is s itua tion , it  is the fac t tha t the use o f co lou r 
and shape fa ll in to  a s tr ic t non-com prom ise s itua tion  
tha t the paintings w o rk . Lines are very sharp, and where 
bleeding occurs under the tapes I assume it  is in ten tiona l 
as it  is consistent in the works where it  occurs. Colours 
are largely m odular, th in  applications o f f la t pa in t o f a 
synthetic  'coldness' w ith  some subtle sh ifts in reds to  
red/orange, and green to  turquoise. These com bine w ith  
tau t w h ite  canvas surface to  produce an overall 'ha rd ' 
image.

Three works w h ich I feel do no t w o rk  in th is  co n te x t 
are 'T riangu lar L igh t', 'T riangu lar C o lou r', and 'Y e llo w  
L igh t'. Their U ltra-sharp edges o f a s im ila r pa in t qu a lity  
to  the other works enclose a simple arrangement o f 
triangu lar themes, bu t beside the more po w e rfu l la ttice  
paintings - especially the dom inating  black and w h ite  
la ttice  No. 47 - the s im p lic ity  tends to  ook a li t t le  
em pty.

I feel it  is good to  see the professional approach th a t 
these works have been constructed w ith , given the 
particu lar stance Ian S cott works from  - w o rk ing  inside 
this t ig h t aesthetic de lineation there is no room  fo r 
im perfection  - bu t I wonder whether we have already 
seen the results. The approach is no longer avant- 
garde and can easily become a type o f academic image 
m anufactured fo r tastefu l in te rio r decora tion.

P H IL L IP  M cK IB B IN  
E LA M  C R IT IC IS M  CLASS

EASY L IF E  R A G T IM E  R EVIEW  
M A ID M E N T  T H E A T R E  
JUNE 30

Well, the carpet in the Old Maid is s till in exce llen t 
con d ition , y o u 'll be pleased to  know. L ike to o  many 
smaller, less com m erc ia lly  o r p o lit ic a lly  orien ted 
student activ ities, th is  show d id n 't  get the a tte n tio n  it  
deserved. However, Craccum has already wailed about 
the s ilent thousands som nam bulating past the  notice- 
boards and posters, so I shall confine m yself to  the 
happier aspect o f the show itself.

Made up o f tw o  separate groups o f entertainers, The 
Easy Winners Ragtime Band from  A uckland and The 
Puny L itt le  L ife  Show fro m  tha t place where they do 
seem to  th in k  life  is puny, W ellington, the Revue has 
been tou ring  various N orth  Island campuses, and th is 
show was the ir fina l one. Practice had made them  as 
perfect as they cou ld aesthetically a llow  themselves to  
be, and the ir perform ance was greatly en joyed by the 
very small audience.

The Easy Winners Ragtime Band is a genuine reproduc­
tion  o f the orig inal a rtifa c t - the ragtime band o f pre­
war ( f irs t war, sonny) years. Playing selected w ind  and 
assorted brass instrum ents, drums, piano and 
syncopated foo t-taps, they punctuated the skits w ith  
tunes by Jop lin  and his contem poraries; they ha lf-tim ed, 
as it were. Except fo r  the ir extraneous toe percussion, 
the ir pieces were im peccably played, and they  provided.

O N E -E Y E D  JA C K  
G A R L A N D  JE FFR E Y S  
A  &  M T H R U  F E S T IV A L

Overheard in the coffee bar last Thursday:
— Say man, you bought any good records la te ly  ?
— Oh yeah, just bought a new release - guy called 
Garland Jeffreys.
— W ho's he, man ? I've never heard o f no Garland 
Jeffreys before !
— S hit, rea lly ? He's a m ixedup guy who's black, w h ite  
and Puerto Rican and sings about heavy street scenes, 
social unrest and all th a t s tu ff.
— Yeah ?
— Yeah ! He played w ith  Lou Reed, Eric Burdon and 
John Cale at the Balloon Farm in 1966 when they were 
setting up the Velvet Underground. A nd a fte r tha t he 
w ent solo. D 'you  remember th a t song 'W ild  in the 
Streets' back in '7 4  ?
— Oh yeah, a real classic.
— Well he d id  it  all. He pu t ou t an album  last year called 
'G host W rite r' fo r  A  &  M which got some rave reviews.
I th in k  th is one's even better. Y 'k n o w  it's  p re tty  
d if f ic u lt  to  fo llo w  a b r illia n t album  bu t he manages quite 
easily.
— Yeah ? Did he change the line-up much ?
— No. The o n ly  change was getting his gu ita ris t A lan 
Freedman to  help w ith  the arranging along w ith  Dave 
Spinoza.
— Well, what's it sound like  ?
— It's  sort o f polished, less cu ttin g  reggae bu t it 's  just so 
perceptive. Some Am erican c r it ic  com pared i t  to  a 
cross-town bus ride th a t allows glimpses o f the  co n fro n t­
ations, social unrest, joys and d isappointm ents o f the 
c ity '.  M usica lly its b loo dy  s k illfu l,  ly r ic a lly  its really 
bold and com pelling - alm ost haunting.
— Yeah ? Well w h ich are the  best tracks ?
— Well there 's one called 'She D id n 't L ie ' w h ich  was
on his f irs t solo album  in March 1973. There's a repeated 
r i f f  fro m  the horn section w h ich  sounded a lo t  be tte r in 
the earlier ed itio n  when it  was done on gu itar, and he's 
cu t the length down by a couple o f minutes. There's also 
a perverse track 'Scream In The N igh t' w h ich features 
Jeffreys ' scream, rea lly freaky. He does one track w ith  
accom panim ent by Phoebe Snow, w h ich is rea lly good. 
That's the one called 'R ee lin '. Oh yeah, and do you 
remember th a t song by V incen t Ford 'N o  W oman No 
C ry ' th a t Marley and the Waiters d id  ? WaN Jeffreys does 
tha t to o ; no t so reggae sounding as Marleys version but 
just as good.
— S hit sounds a lrigh t.
— Yeah, its the  sort o f record some aspiring reviewer
fo r Craccum w ould  call m usically polished and ly rica lly  
in te fligent and e m o tio n a l.....

T O N Y  M A TTS O N

w ith  th e ir light-hearted tunes, a perfect cou n te rp o in t to  
the darker shades o f the o ther ha lf o f the revue.

The Puny L itt le  L ife  Show, acted by Paul Hagen,
Jeremy Jay and John N ew ton, to re  great d ripp ing  hunks 
ou t o f life  w ith  de lig h tfu l sang-froid, and d id  unm ention­
able things to  them . Consisting o f a num ber o f sketches 
w ritte n  by Roger McGough and the S caffo ld , su itab ly 
altered in appropria te  places fo r  the bene fit o f  the small 
A uckland audience, i t  ran th rough all the cliches o f NZ 
w ith  a very sharp satiric  sword. Paul Hagen especially, as 
preacher, pedagogue and pervert, kep t the near-em pty 
house laughing w ith  his in te rpre tive  dance to  a solo
rend ition  o f ' I f  I Can't Have Y o u .....B A Y -B E E ' by
Jeremy Jay, and his constant cry  o f 'Fancy Goods' 
(Suburban Survival Packs ! V a lium , mauve slippers,
used condom s ! .....Genuine house-trained Vietnamese
orphans ! ..... Cheap !). His announcem ent o f 'In te rva l... 
very reasonable term s' was unwelcom e re lie f fro m  the 
revue s onslaught, and the fina le , an audience pa rtic ipa­
tio n  num ber where we all stood to  sing 'G od Save The 
Queen', got the ten perform ers a standing ovation .
Partly because we already were, bu t I am sure th a t all 
present w ou ld  agree tha t it  was well deserved.

D A V ID  K IR K P A T R IC K
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Dear Diary...
Well then, wasn t  last week s a righ t-w ing li t t le  issue ?
As if the tastefu l blue le tte ring  on the outside and the 
advertisement on page tw o  w eren 't enough it  even had to  
go on to  pretend to  deal w ith  education - since when 
have genuine subversive student scum ever interested 
themselves in anyth ing as mundane as tha t ? It's  just 
about as bad as assuming tha t they need to  be exposed 
to beer advertisements.

It's been a du ll o ld  week really - w itness the way in 
which everyone's been queuing up to  refrain from  
voting in the P R E S ID E N T IA L  ELECTIO NS (well 
almost everyone - SIM ON CURNOW  has apparently 
been getting qu ite  enthusiastic about i t  all and has 
actually suggested the in tro d u c tio n  o f vo ting  by bu lk  fo r  
reasons which are no d o u b t most apparent to  him self.)

The really bored among us have been paying regular 
visits to  the lib ra ry  to  check ou t N.J. G IBSO N -SM lTH 's 
latest ob ject a rt process sequence. This involves the 
strategic placing o f identical plastic buckets at po in ts 
which are predeterm ined by existing high concentra tions 
of leakage/seepage water presences. The water, in d ro p le t 
concentration units, fo llow s a free-fa ll p lum m eting 
trajectory fro m  the p o in t o f pene tra tion at ce iling level 
until making con tact w ith  the in te rio r surface o f the 
particular bucket acting as receptor in the given d ro p le t/ 
bucket, sub ject/ob ject process. Spectators are invited to  
participate in certain cases where the bucket is p la in ly  
inscribed 'R e tu rn  to  C ircu la tion  D epartm ent' - the 
removal o f a bucket fro m  its assigned place on the  water 
concentration m a trix  h igh lights the fu n c tiona l rationale 
of the bucket's prim ary  presence and provides a contrast 
in terms o f absorp tion and resistence phenomena 
between repellance/ con ta inm ent characteristics o f the 
bucket's plastic subject m atter (ie its on to log ica l 
quidditas) and the tendency to  soakage and w ate r­
logging on the part o f the pre-existing carpet fibres, 
inherent to  the lib ra ry  environm ent and p rov id ing  a 
textural contrast to  the paper fibres in the books whose 
presence is also an elemental requirem ent o f the artis tic  
process, w h ich  w ou ld  now  experience fu ll recep tiv ity  to  
droplet inundation . Head Librarian Mr PETER D U R E Y  
has personally rehung some o f the drapes on the 
MEZZANINE f lo o r  in honour o f the  e x h ib it io n  w h ich 
provides an interesting and w o rth -w h ile  con trast to  the 
more conventional paintings cu rre n tly  on display in the 
main stair lobby. A pa rt fro m  G ibson-Sm ith 's e xh ib ition , 
which w ill con tinue in d e fin ite ly  depending upon

m eteorological p robab ilities, the fo llo w in g  EVENTS are 
com ing up th is week :
FI R S TLY  our o ld mates in the F O LK  C LU B  are having 
another busy week as fo llow s :
Tues 25 G uita r Lessons - 6 pm - 7 pm WCR and LCR 10c 

Advanced gu itar lessons - 7 pm - 8 pm LCR 50c 
Banjo W orkshop - 8 pm - 9 pm FREE 

Wed 26 C lub N ight in the WCR, 7.30 onwards, 30c.
Special guest w ill be A udrey Todd w ho sings 
trad ition a l B ritish fo lk  songs.
Refreshments available.

Thurs 27 M orris Dancing, 6 .30 pm, Old Judo Room 
(over WCR). FREE - Bring 2 Handkerchiefs. 
English/Am erican fo lk  dancing. This cou ld be 
the last week o f  dancing if  i t  is no t be tte r 
supported - so come along and bring you r 
friends. No experience needed. O nly 50c - 
Dance S tud io , REC CEN TR E, 8 pm.

P O L IT IC K IN G :
1. LA B O U R  C LU B  meeting, Mon 24, B10, 1 pm - John 

K irk  speaks on 'Dem ocracy in G overnm ent'.
2. YO U N G  S O C IA LIS TS  discussion on In tro d u c tio n  to  

Marxism  in EXEC. LO UN G E:
Tues 25 - 'Log ic  (sic) o f M arxism '

3. E V A N G E L IC A L  U N IO N  - Hear J.O. Sanders speak 
on John 15 in the SRC LO U N G E at lunch tim e on 
Tues 25.

4. CORSO M E E TIN G  - 'Land Issues in the T h ird  W orld '
- Speaker: C H A N D R A  DE FO N SEKA fro m  Sri Lanka 
w ho has been involved w ith  the Freedom from  
Hunger campaign and A c tio n  fo r  Developm ent.
Tues 25 7.30 pm ; Wed 26 1 pm - Both in B10.

5. P O LY N E S IA N  DANCE CLASSES: Beginning last 
week o f Ju ly  e ither Tues at 4 pm (25 Ju ly  - 29 
August) or Wednesday at 6 pm (26 Ju ly  - 30 August). 
S till on ly  $4 .50  per six week series. In Dance S tud io  
o f the REC CEN TR E. Fun fo r everyone - call 
Charlene on Ext. 665.

M A ID M E N T A R IA :

M O N D A Y  24 JU L Y , 1.00 PM 'U P  S E R V IC E ' -  Free. 
Yes it's  free ! Hear th is great band who carried o f f  
1ZM's Battle o f the Bands T rophy , fea tu ring  David 
Marshall ex Waves - in the Maid.
T U E S D A Y  25 JU L Y , 1.00 -  2.00 PM U N IV E R S IT Y  
MUSIC GROUP. A  free concert preview open to  the 
Public. D o n 't miss these en joyable lunch-hours - 
also in the Maid.
T U E S D A Y  25 J U L Y  1.00 - 2 .00 PM - LOWER 
LEC TU R E T H E A T R E . W IN TE R  LEC TU RES 1978 -  
ECONOM IC ASPECTS OF NEW Z E A L A N D 'S  FU TU R E. 
Professor B. P h ilp o tt, V ic to ria  U n iversity o f W elling ton: 
'The Role o f G overnm ent in M axim izing Future 
Econom ic G row th '.
W E D N E S D A Y  26 JU L Y , 1.00 PM U N IV E R S IT Y  
DANCERS SPEC TAC U LAR  — A  great c o lo u rfu l show 
o f en te rta inm en t - disco - costumes - hum ourous dances - 
theatre pieces - fun  fo r  everyone and it's  free - in the 
L itt le  Theatre.
T H U R S D A Y  27 JU L Y , 1.00 PM &  8.00 PM. THE 
FU LK E R S O N  CO N C ER T - an exce llent presentation o f 
Dance, Music, Slides and F ilm  inc lud ing ' I ' l l  te ll the 
Prime M in is ter'. T ickets $3 .00; students $1 .50 - Old 
Maid.
F R ID A Y  28 JU L Y , 1.00 PM LU N C H T IM E  CO NC ERT 
given by the Conservatorium  o f Music - free - O ld Maid. 
S A T U R D A Y  29 JU L Y , 8 .00 PM - O LD  M A I D 
'M O SAIC  78 ' an exc iting  review o f in te rna tiona l dance 
and en te rta inm en t by overseas cu ltu ra l clubs. T ickets 
$3.00; students, concessions $1.50.

S TU D E N T C H R IS T IA N  M O V E M E N T
1. Tues 25 - 7 .30 - 9 .00 pm : meeting in Rm 143 

(Beside T V  Room)
2. Thurs 27 - 1-2 pm Lunch tim e meeting, Ray Nairn's 

room  (G46 Psych Dept, Choral Hall - see SCM notice- 
board fo r  d irections)

A M N E S T Y  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  - Thurs 27 1 - 2 pm,
Rm 203 S tudent Union.
- th e ir news on 'o u r ' prisoners in Indonesia, Ghana and 

East Germany.
- support Campaign fo r  the A b o lit io n  o f T o rtu re  (CAT) 

specifica lly  w ith  regard to  tw o  Mexican prisoners.
T R A D E -A ID  S T A L L  (CORSO/SCM) - Fri 28, Quad,
1 - 2 pm. Help provide T h ird  W orld producers w ith  a 
just re turn  fo r  th e ir w o rk .

STUDENT UNION 
■RESTAURANT

NEW MENU
Grilled Rump Steak & Cafe de Paris $2.50 Chefs Daily Special (Always a 
Grilled Sirloin Steak 
Scotch Fillet & Red Wine Sauce

Ham Hawaiian Steak & Pineapple 
Glaze

l/a Roast Spring Chicken

Sole Meuniere - Pan Fried in Butter 
Crumbed Flounder & Crab Filling 

with Hollandaise Sauce 
Crumbed Oysters & Tartare Sauce

2.50 Pleasant Surprise)
2.90 Vegetarian Salad

Desserts (As chosen by our Chef 
to consistantly arouse your interest) 
Cheese & Biscuits

2.50 Fruit Juice
2.90 Additional Coffee

Priced
Daily

1.70
40

30
30
20

2.75
2.90

2.90

Inclusive with Your Meal 
Bread Roll
Side Salad or Vegetables in Season 
French Fried Potatoes 
A Cup of Coffee

* N £ W S £ A F Ô Ô b  

b l S H E S  F R O M  A U G U S T

T R Y  SCALLOPS, SH RM PS  e/c. From 
TVS 1st or AUGUST9

OPEN TERM : MON -  THURS 5 PM -  8 _ _  —
FRI 4.30 -  8 VACATION MON -  FRI 4 .3 0 -7 .4 5
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_ Limerick Cxrnpetition
A  L A N D L O R D  FR O M  M A IG U E S ID E , O 'T O U M Y ,
H A T E D  VERSES, LO N G  W IN D E D  A N D  G L O O M Y ,

ON T H E  L IM E R IC K  HE H IT ,
FOR ITS S C A R IF Y IN G  W IT,

IN A  S E T T IN G  S U F F IC IE N T L Y  R O O M Y.

W R IT E  A  L IM E R IC K  FO R C R A C C U M . M A K E  IT  F U N N Y ' D IR T Y  OR S IL L Y  —  B U T  M A K E  
IT  G O O D  ! Y O U  C O U LD  W IN  A  $20  B O O K  V O U C H E R  FR O M  UBS.

A L L  E N T R IE S  M U S T BE T Y P E D , D O U B LE -S P A C E D  A N D  H A V E  T H E  A U T H O R 'S  N A M E , 
A D D R E S S  A N D  PH O N E N U M B E R  A T T A C H E D . B R IN G  T H E M  UP TO  C R A C C U M  O R  PUT  
T H E M  IN  O U R  P IG E O N H O L E  IN  T H E  R E C E P TIO N  A R E A  O F  T H E  S T U D E N T  U N IO N  
B U IL D IN G .

doses Frida; August 11
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