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Spatchka
C R A C C U M  B A C K  IS S U E S

I f  a n y b o d y  has copies o f  Issue 11 o f  
C raccum  fo r  th is  ye a r th e n  c o u ld  th e y  
bring  th e m  in to  th e  o ff ic e  as w e  need  
a b o u t ten  o r so fo r  o u r files . Issue 1 1 , 
(in  case y o u  c a n n o t re m e m b e r) was th e  
issue w ith  th e  H aka  P arty  coverage in it . 
I f  y o u  can h e lp  rush up  and  see peoples  
in C raccum  as soon as possible.

REFERENDUM

Notice is hereby given that a referendum will be held on 12 and 13 Sept­
ember 1979 to determine the following question:

“ That AUSA contribute from it ’s assets two dollars from every one dollar 
collected on campus on 12 and 13 September 1979 for the Auckland 
University Students’ Refugee Education Fund.”

Polling will take place in the Union Quad between the hours of 10.00 am 
and 4.00 pm on each of these days, and in such other places and at such 
other times on these days as the Returning Officer may determine.

NOMINATIONS

Nominations are now open for the following positions on the Association’s. 
Executive Committee for the period 1 January 1980 to 31 December 
1980:

TREASURER
WOMEN’S RIGHTS OFFICER

Nominations close at the SRC meeting to be held in the SRC Lounge 
on Wednesday 19 September 1979. Appointments will be made at this 
meeting and intending candidates should attend from 1.00 pm.
Candidates for the position o f Treasurer must have passed the papers 
which make up Accounting 1.
The position o f Treasurer attracts an Honorarium equivalent to the 
Tertiary Student Grant with fu ll hardship supplement.

C O L L O Q U IU M

T h e  s ix th  annual C o llo q u iu m  is being held  
on 1 5 S ep tem b er. T h e  cen tre  fo r  a c tiv it­
ies w ill be M a c L a u rin  C hapel H a ll, Princes 
S tree t. T h is  y e a r ’s C o llo q u iu m  w ill be a 
sm all event. H o w ever, as in th e  past there  
w ill be th e  usual d ive rs ity  o f  p resenta tion . 
F o r e x a m p le , th ere  is the  P o litic is in g  o f  
R elig io n , T h e  B ib le  M ille n iu m , B reak­
d o w n  in C hurches, Survival o f  C h ris tia n ity  
in a C o m m u n is t W o rld , Israel -  w ill Israel 
Survive?, T o w a rd s  a C h ris tia n  T h e o lo g y  
o f  L an d , T a p u , L iv ing  o u r D y in g . Som e  
o f  the  papers w ill be m ore  academ ic  and  
som e less so. E veryo ne  is w e lco m e  to  this  
ce le b ra tio n  o f  discussion.
For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t John  
H in c h c lif f  o r S andra M y e r 7 9 2 -3 0 0  e x t. 
4 9 5 , 7 3 2 , 7 3 1 .

H O U S E H O L D  C L E A N U P  S A L E
M em ories , D ream s and  F an tas ies :......

Ian  G ru b b ’s ritu a l catharsis an d  fu ndra is ing  
a c t iv ity .
O ld  c lo thes (fem ales  and m ales — ve lve t, 
fu r  and le a th er)
O ld  b lue  and  w h ite  ch ina
O ld  records (B eatles , S tones, D y la n  e tc )
A n tiq u e  G o ld  Jew elle ry
O rie n ta l Rug
A n d  sundry  item s
2 4  B rad fo rd  S t, P arn ell, S a tu rd a y  1 5  
S ep tem b er in th e  m o rn in g .

A M IT Y
T h is  is a g ro u p  fo r  s ta ff  m em bers and  

m a tu re  s tudents a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  w h o  
are n o t in a p e rm a n e n t re la tio n sh ip  and  
w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  m eet o th e r  people  
w ith  w h o m  th e y  can share and develop  
in terests and ab ilities .

T h is  g ro u p  has d ecided  to  m ee t in fo rm ­
a lly  a t C ounselling  Service (above C am ­
pus Post O ffic e )  every T u esday f ro m  1 -2  
pm  over soup and ro lls , and  a t th e  same 
t im e  organise fu n c tio n s  th a t  can ta k e  
place in th e  evenings o r w eekends.

F o r fu r th e r  enqu iries  please ring  
Barbara e x t  5 9 5  o r 5 9 6 , o r V iv ie n n e  
5 4 3 -5 5 7 .

R.W. Lack 
SECRETARY

N O M IN A T IO N S

S hou ld  y o u  be in terested  in a p p ly in g  fo r  
th e  p lu m  positions o f  C raccum  E d ito r ,  
T ech n ica l E d ito r  o r  A d vertis in g  M anager, 
th e n  y o u  o u g h t to  get y o u r  a p p lic a tio n s  
in to  P h illip p a  Poole b y  5 p m  F r id a y  21 
S ep tem b er. I t  m ig h t pay to  p u t  in a large  
v a liu m  o rd e r a t  th e  sam e t im e ......

A U C K L A N D  S T U D E N T S  A R O U N D  
T H E  W O R L D

E lective  R eports  fro m  -
1. John E as tw o o d , ‘ P aediatrics in S w ed en ’
2 . Jerem y C o o p er, ‘ R aro to n g a  

R e v is ite d ’
3. J e ffre y  B u c k la n d , ‘ E lec tive  in 

R eve ls to ke , B ritish  C o lu m b ia ’

C h a irm a n : Professor D .H . G ra y  
R o b b  L e c tu re  T h e a tre , S ch oo l o f  
M ed ic in e .
W ednesday 1 2  S ep tem b er 1 9 7 9  
1 2 0 0  hours

S tu d e n t C h ris tian  M o v e m e n t
T h u rsd ay  13  S ep tem b er 1 —2 p m
R o o m  1 4 4  (beside T V  R o o m ) F irs t f lo o r
Studass.
T h e  U n ive rs ity  as an O ppressive In s titu tio n
— com e along fo r  a s tim u la tin g  discussion. 
Ph M itz i N a irn  6 8 5 -1 9 2  fo r  details .

T ra d e -A id  S ta ll
Q u ad , F rid a y  1 4  S ep tem b er 1 —2 p m
— B uy q u a lity  Sri L ankan  tea
— B uying  m agazine T h e  N e w  In te rn a t­
io n a lis t’, focusin g  on in te rn a tio n a l issues.
— A lso, new  range o f  T h ird  W o rld  h a n d i­
crafts  n o w  availab le .
(A ll m o n ey  re tu rn e d  to  C O R S O  — a t * 
B alm ora l, 5 1 2  D o m in io n  R oad)
Ph Paul R obertson  8 7 4 -5 0 3  i f  yo u  wish  
to  help  o r w a n t to  k n o w  m ore .

T Y P IS T  has IB M  E L E C T R IC  T Y P E ­
W R IT E R . E xp erien ced  in a ll aspects. 
Thesis, general ty p in g , eng ineerin g , 
f in a n c ia l and legal. R easonable Rates. 
P hone 5 4 5 -9 9 6  evenings.
L O S T  !!!
1 p a ir o f  m /c y c le  leggings (b la c k )  on  
S ym ond s S tre e t, W ednesday 5 th  S ep t.
I f  fo u n d , please ring  M a rt in , Pn 8 6 6 -5 6 5  
(R e w a rd  o ffe re d ).

NZUSA
A p p lic a tio n s  are n o w  open  fo r  the  
fo llo w in g  fu ll- t im e  positons w ith  the  
N e w  Zealand U n ive rs ity  S tu d e n ts ’ 
A ssociation in 1 9 8 0 :

N O M IN A T IO N S

N o m in a tio n s  are open fo r  tw o  positions as A ssociation R epresentatives  on  the  
U n iv e rs ity  S enate.
T h e  te rm  o f  o ff ic e  fo r  these positions is f ro m  1 N ovem b er 1 9 7 9  to  31 O c to b e r  1 9 8 0 . 
N o m in a tio n s  close w ith  th e  S ecre tary  a t 5 .0 0 p m  on F rid ay  1 4  S ep tem b er 1 9 7 9 . 
A p p o in tm e n ts  to  these positions w ill be m ade by the S R C  a t its m ee tin g  on  W ednesday  
1 9  S ep tem b er 1 9 7 9 . T h is  m ee tin g  w ill be held in th e  S R C  Lounge and candidates  
should  a tte n d  th is  m eetin g  fro m  1 .0 0 pm .

E d u c a tio n  & W e lfa re  V ice -P res id en t  
G eneral V ice -P res id en t
Each p o s ition  carries a salary o f  
a p p ro x im a te ly  $6,1 2 5  gross p .a. and  
successful app lican ts  are exp ec ted  to  live  
in W e llin g to n .
A p p lic a tio n s  should in c lude th e  nam e, 
address, and te lep h o n e  n u m b e r o f  the  
a p p lican t, and the  po s itio n  ap p lied  fo r  
be sent to:
T h e  President,
N Z U S A ,
P .O . B ox 9 0 4 7 ,
C o u rte n a y  Place,
W e llin g to n .
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t y o u r  
S tu d e n ts ’ A ssociation  P resident o r the  
P resident o f  N Z U S A  a t the  above address.

R .W . Lack  
S E C R E T A R Y

N o m in a tio n s  are n o w  open fo r  the  p o s itio n  o f  O rie n ta tio n  C o n tro lle r  fo r  1 9 8 0 .
A p p ly  to  S ecre tary , S tu d e n ts ’ A ssociatio n  fo r  details.

G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y  -  S T A N Z

N o m in a tio n s  fo r  th e  po s itio n  o f  G enera l S ecre tary  o f  the S tu d e n t Teachers  A ssociatio n  
o f  N ew  Zealand  close on  21 S ep tem b er 1 9 7 9 . N o m in a tio n s , in the  fo rm  o f  w r itte n  
ap p lica tio n s , should be addressed to  :

G enera l S ecretary  
S T A N Z
P.O . B ox 9 7 1 2 ,
C o u rte n a y  Place 
W E L L IN G T O N

F u rth e r  in fo rm a tio n , in c lu d in g  a jo b  d escrip tio n , can be o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  same 
source.

Bikes 
and Bodies

M y  rid in g  days n early  cam e to  a |he th ird  te rn
sudden and b lo o d y  end , one f in e  lys, term s tesi
S unday  a fte rn o o n  to w ard s  th e  end o f the Jail take  on a
second te rm . W h ile  r id in g  a (b o rro w e d ) lo rtion  than  
S u zu k i 5 0 0 , a t  a speed closer to  tw ice  Jthird te rm  is
th e  open road l im it  th an  to  the  lim it  iw o rk , o f  em
itse lf, th e  b ike  developed a te rm in a l Ih o m e , peeri
tan ks lap p er (sp eed w o b b le  to  th e  Ire  notes abo
u n in it ia te d : th e  handlebars a tte m p te d  to lstage o f  th e  >
slap the  ta n k , g e d d it ?), and th e reu p o n  lo ry  o f  th in g
d u m p ed  m e on  m y  arse, w ith  m uch Mast we are he
ren d in g  o f  to rtu re d  m eta l an d 'flesh . N ot Pressures o f  
to  m e n tio n  m uch scream ing and  praying Ie  is still 4  iss 
f ro m  m y s e lf (n o t  o u t  o f  any fe a r  fo r my i-the  last is s< 
o w n  physical w e ll-b e in g , m ind  y o u , that flan  eye o u t  1 
w o n d e r o f  m o d e m  S ocialism , T h e  Ihere are a fe
W elfare  S ta te  takes care o f  th a t, and flening aro u n
a n y w a y  I ’d a lread y  sussed th a t  I was {weeks and y<
still a live; b u t because A c c id e n t C om po lyand get ale 
d oesn ’t  pay  fo r  crash re p a irs . . . . )  | | em. F irs tly ,

N o w  b u t th ree  hours p rio r to  this in o th e r  one < 
even t I was s itt in g  in an N Z R  bus, locracy callec
going h om e, w r itte n  o f f ,  a fte r  the  I? by th e  ru lii
C R A C C U M  S IX T IE S  B E N E F IT  P A R T Y  {date f ro m  th  
th e  previous n ig h t. T h e  p a rty  fin ished  L s  topics. T l 
a t tw o  in th e  m o rn in g , so I ’d crashed ItV ie tn a m e s  
w ith  fr ie n d  Baza a t O ’ R o rke  ra th e r than Icu lar plans t 
catch  th e  last (m id n ig h t)  bus to  Eised by th e
P apakura. T h e  f irs t  c o h e re n t th o u g h t tents’ Refuge 
I ’d had all m o rn in g  was to  p o n d e r upon I rEF  w ill be 
the  a ttire  o f  a guy r id in g  a Y a m m ie  175. j ents on burs, 
‘W h a t’ I th o u g h t to  m yse lf, is th e  Eents are ence
a ttra c tio n  o f  t -s h irt and jandals ?’ It io n . T h e  pr

T h re e  hours la ter s lid ing d o w n  E j s p rin ted  f<
b illia rd -ta b le  G le n b ro o k  road , I fo u n d  L .  A bove al 
the  answ er: N o n e  A t  A L L . | at one o f  th

A t  th e  t im e  I was w earing  a heavy I ered around  
w a te rp ro o f ja c k e t, jeans, tra m p in g  boots, Inesday. 
o pen-face lid , lea th er gloves, p u llo ver Ilso co m in g  i 
and T -s h irt. By the  tim e  I ’d fin ish ed  «Manning Bai 
s lid ing  a b o u t 1 2 0  fe e t  (n o n e  o f  th is metric lesday the  18 1  
crap) th e  tip  o f  one b o o t was p a rt leC an n es-aw
w o rn  th ro u g h , m y  jeans req u ired  fo u r flirts and M ine
patches, in c lu d in g  one m easuring about Jell as the  eve
six inches by one fo o t , w here  I s it down. lyW ednesdav  
T h e  rig h t sleeve and shou lder, pullover, age, f irs t f lo o
and sh irt, as w ell as b o th  gloves w ere Ib e  m ade o f  1
even m ore  c u t up; w h ile  th e  holes in itu rn o v e r by
the c lo thes m arked  c o rresp o n d in g ly  lo u t  bo rin g  )
large holes in m e. Anomic details

N o w  w hen y o u ’ve s topped laughing, Jer prices, just
consider h o w  m uch m eat th e  a fo re - lie  scheme w
m e n tio n e d  D T 1 7 5  rid e r w o u ld  have flesods rush ir
le f t  on  his arm s and back, o r w h e th e r p in ts  o f  the  c
h e ’d have any fe e t  (m in e  was trap p ed  fleh the cafe h
u n d er th e  b ike ) in the  same s itu a tio n . Ivhat else car
O r  fo r  th a t  m a tte r, yo u  w ith  th e  5 0 0 /4 . Illy. T h e  wee
the one w h o  wears tre n d y  d e n im  flbest. A  pag<
overalls, T -s h ir t  and jandals, (yeah  y o u ’re Miters in last v
the  o ne , in one o f  m y p h ilo so p h y  
lectu res), o r the  guy w h o  rides a 
3 5 0 /4 ,  w ith  custom  p a in t, m u lt ip le  
spotlights  and w indscreen , w h o  wears 
lea ther ja c k e t, m otocross boots  and...

M y  days re ly in g  on b o rro w e d  bikes 
are over: a f te r  m uch lab o u r th e  neigh­
b o u rh o o d  once again reverberates to  the 
sound o f  th e  m u ch -m alig n ed  B S A  2 5 0 , 
and it  w o n ’t  be long b efo re  th e  n e x t
d o o r persons s ta rt c lean ing  s h o tg u n s ......

T h is  has led m e to  vacate th e  
prem ises o ccas io n a lly , and do  som ething, 
so w atch  o u t  fo r  the  R A T  P R O M O T IO N S  
in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  A U M C C  etc  etc  
R O A D  T R IA L ,  w h ich  w ill be like  a 
car ra lly  b u t w ith  no cars. T h e re  w ill be 
fu n  fo r  a ll, Prizes fo r: u n d er 25 0 c c , 
o ver 2 5 0  cc, th a t  bastion o f  sexism : ‘ Best 
L ad y  R id e r, and possibly one fo r  Best 
M aniac , as w ell as C h o co la te  Fish fo r
E V E R Y O N E . A n d  -  E V E R Y B O D Y  IS 
W E L C O M E , a fa c t  lots o f  y o u  h aven ’t 
realised. W atch  this and o th e r re levan t 
spaces (A U M C C  n o tic e b o a rd ) fo r  D ay , 
D a te  and W here T o  G o.

A n d  to  rip  o f f  T h in  L iz z y : ‘ I t  w o n ’t be 
long, be fo re  su m m er com es, n o w  th a t  the 
boys are here ag a in ’.

H ope  to  see yo u  on the road  soon,

D av id  Benson

S T O P  P R E S S  -  A U M C C  is p la y in g  
m o to b a ll against A u c k la n d  M o to rc y c le  
C lu b  th is  S u n d a y , th e  1 6 th , see A U M C C  
N o tic e b o a rd  (w h ic h  has been m o ved ) fo r  
d eta ils , and a n y o n e  w ith  a B S A  B 33  
(5 0 0  single) g a th erin g  dust, I w a n t it .
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dministratior 
ie U niversity  
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he th ird  te rm  can be a real drag. .
I  ys, term s tests, assignm ents, labs,

Iall take  on  a s ignificance fa r  o u t  o f  
irtion th an  th e ir  real im p o rta n c e , 
j third te rm  is t ra d it io n a lly  a tim e  o f  
work, o f  endless hours in the  lib ra ry  
[home, peering  a t 6  m o n th  o ld  

, ire notes a b o u t a to p ic  w h ich  a t this  
stage o f  th e  year is b u t a scant 
lory o f  th ings past. B u t ta k e  cheer - 
ast we are here to  ligh ten  up the loads 
pressures o f  the  rest o f  th e  year.

! re is still 4  issues to  com e a fte r  th is  
•the last is so m eth in g  special so 

i ian eye o u t  fo r  it..
here are a fe w  in teres tin g  things  

, pening a ro u n d  th e  place over th e  n e x t  
weeks and yo u  w o u ld  be w ell advised  

j yand get a long to  som e ( i f  n o t all !) 
i iem. F irs tly , on  W ednesday th ere  is 

another one o f  those exercises in 
: ocracy called a ‘ R e fe re n d u m ’ - a 
i e by th e  ru lin g  c liq u e  to  gain a 
I date f ro m  the  s tu d e n t masses a b o u t  
i jus topics. T h is  t im e  a ro u n d  its 
j it V ie tnam ese refugees and in 
I icular plans to  d o n a te  $ 2  fo r  every  

aised by th e  A u c k la n d  U n ive rs ity  
tents’ R efugee E d u ca tio n  F u n d . T h e  
iREF w ill be c o llec tin g  m onies fro m  
lents on bursary p a y o u t d ay and all 
lents are encouraged to  m ake a 
ation. T h e  p ro ’s and c o n ’s o f  the  

j [is p rin ted  fo r  y o u r  e d ific a tio n  on
18. A bove all th ough , d o n ’t  fo rg e t to  
I at one o f  the p o llin g  booths  

: tered a ro u n d  th e  place this  
i Inesday.

ilso com ing  up is a c o n cert by  the  
Manning Band fro m  A u s tra lia  
tsday the  1 8 th ) , a special screening  

! lie Cannes-award w in n in g  m ovie  
| irts and M in d s ’ (th e  fo llo w in g  n igh t) 

ell as the  ever p o p u la r S R C  m eetings  
j yW ednesday lu n c h tim e  a t the  S R C  

ige, f irs t f lo o r  cafe. M e n tio n  m ust 
be m ade o f  th e  m oves to  increase 

j turnover by lo w e rin g  th e  prices, 
j iout b oring  y o u  w ith  all the sound  
I lomic details  beh ind  the decision to  

er prices, ju s t le t it  be said th a t  the  
i ile scheme w ill o n ly  w o rk  i f  you  
l ssods rush in and consum e large 
, Hints o f  th e  cheesy com m estables  
j ch the cafe has to  o ffe r . ‘ N u f f  said.

what else can I rave about?  A  b it  
j |y. T h e  w e e k ’s news has n o t  been  
< best. A  page taken  o u t  by the

iters in last w e e k ’s issue ( th a t ’s 
---------------------------------- ----------------------------------

w h y  you  had F a t F re d d y ’s ca t on  
page 5 — a last m in u te  change). W e try  
again this w eek  in a s lig h tly  a lte red  
fo rm  and yo u  never k n o w . N a tio n a lly  
th e  news was p re tty  grim . M o re  narcs in 
A u c k la n d , m ore ta lk  a b o u t L a w ’n ’o rd er  
(w h a te v er th a t is), no new  ra ilw a y  carriages  
ta lk  o f  an o th e r C o m alco , th is  t im e  in vo lv­
ing n ickel im p o rte d  fro m  N e w  C a led o n ia , 
th e  re p o rt on  the  1 9 7 8  G enera l E lec tio n  
c o n firm e d  e v e ry b o d y ’s fears a b o u t just 
w h a t a massive ballsup th e re  was last 
year, m ore people  th an  ever are leaving  
th e  c o u n try  (4 3 ,0 0 0  a t last c o u n t) and  
i t ’s increasing m leaps and bounds, 
in fla tio n  looks lik e  h itt in g  2 0 %  
fo r  th is  year, still no good new s a b o u t the  
T S G  and m y p o w e r g o t c u t o f f .  B u t s till, 
i t ’s all grist in th e  m ill o f  y o u r average 
w eek — w here  has all th e  good news 
gone I say? P ro b ab ly  to  B ond i o r L o n d o n .

So w h a t have we to  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  as 
N e w  Zealand  braces its e lf to  lu rch  unstead­
ily  in to  th e  n e x t  decade? O n  th e  surface  
there  appears to  be lit t le , i f  an y  good  
news lo o m in g  on the  h o rizo n . B u t w a it. 
L e t ’s n o t be to o  q u ic k  to  dismiss the  
problem s th a t  face the c o u n try  as insur­
m o u n tab le  and unsovable — I c e rta in ly  
believe th a t th e y  are n o t. T h  1 980s  are 
p ro b a b ly  going to  be the  m ost e x c itin g  
years th a t  we could  live in , fo r  i t ’s th e  
t im e  th a t  we are ju s t going to  have to  
com e to  grips w ith  o u r p ro b lem s and  
s tart th in k in g  o u t so lu tions. I ’m n o t  
g ettin g  jingo istic  in m y o ld  age e ith e r, 
i t ’s ju s t th a t  m ost people w hen faced  
w ith  the  prospect o f  s in k ing  o r  s w im m ­
ing w o u ld  pre fer to  sw im . Just th in k  th a t  
w ith in  the  n e x t ten or f if te e n  years w e  
are going to  have to  com e up w ith  som e  
fo rm  o f  a lte rn a tiv e  m ass-transport system  
n o t dep en d en t on petrocarbons , w e a rin g  
in d u stry  aw ay  fro m  the  expensive use o f  
o il, develop in g  a lte rn a tiv e  sources o f  energy  
fro m  th e  sun, w in d , sea. O n  a personal 
scale there  are th e  p rob lem s o f  w h a t to  
do w ith  o u r increasing rec rea tio n a l t im e , 
b ro u g h t a b o u t by tech n o lo g y .

In th ree  m onths i t ’s the  e ighties — a 
grave o r brave n ew  w o rld  d ep en d in g  on  
ju st w h o  you  believe. Just p o n d erin g  on  
y o u r fu tu re  a long th e  lines above, w h ils t 
m o m e n ta rily  depressing, does tend  to  
m ake th e  prospect o f  fina ls  pale a b it  in 
com pariso n .

Love and peace,
David

raccum C raccum , V o l 5 3 , Issue 2 2 , S ep te m b e r 1 0

RACCUM is p rodu ced  by th e  C raccum  
dministration Board fo r  the students o f  
ie U n ivers ity  o f  A u c k la n d . I t  is shipped  
ffto W anganui P rinters w h o  obv io u s ly  
int the th in g  and th en  ship it  back so 
iatthe students o f  A u c k la n d  U n ive rs ity  
in read it . I t ’s also registered w ith  the  
ost O ffic e  H Q  in W e llin g to n  fo r  
ansmission th ro u g h  the post as a 
ewspaper and th e  W anganui C o m p u te r  
jntre as a d am p  piece o f  n ew sp rin t. I f  
ou are in ay w ay re m o te ly  in te res ted , 
USA’s address is Private Bag, A u c k la n d , 
lie A m erican  Em bassy is at F itz h e rb e rt  
errace in W e llin g to n  and I live in M t Eden.

Editor . ..........................David Merritt
Technical Editor.............. Brian Brennan
Advertising Manager . . . Anthony Wright
Arts Editor . ..................... Eugenie Sage
Photographer............Elizabeth Ley land
Distribution Manager . . . .  Matvey West
Music Editor ................... .. .Alex James
Legal Hack..................... I Don
Typesetters. . . . . . . . . . .  Barbara Amos

..................... . Sarah Brown

S om etim es the  w orkings o f  the  
m e n ta lity  o f  the  average s tu d e n t rea lly  
am azes me. In last w e e k ’s C raccum  I 
re ferred  to  th e  fa c t th a t  the  back  d o o r  
o f  the  C afe  ‘has been closed a n o th e r in c h ’. 
Those o f  y o u  w ith  a m o d ic u m  o f  
in te lligence  realised th a t  th is  in d ica ted  
th a t  a positive step had been m ade in 
im p ro v in g  stores secu rity , s tock  c o n tro l, 
etc. A  m eeting  o f  C afe  d e p a rtm e n ta l 
heads and m an ag em en t was a good  
d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  s ta ff  c o -o p e ra tio n  and  
assistance in ta c k lin g  a p ro b lem  th a t  has 
plagued C aterin g  fo r  som e tim e .

Im fn e d ia te ly  b e lo w  m y P residentia l . 
rave was th e  ad regard ing  reduced prices, 
w h ich  was also m e n tio n e d  b y  m e. I had 
decided n o t to  go in to  th e  d rea ry  reasons 
fo r  in tro d u c in g  new  prices on the  basis 
th a t  y o u  lo t w o u ld  be m ore  in teres ted  in 
eating  th e m  ra th er th an  read ing  th em .
As a resu lt it  seems th a t  the  a ll- to o -.  
co m m o n  sm all s tu d en t m ind  has p u t 2  
and 2  to g e th e r and com e up w ith  1 !

T h e  s im ple th e o ry  beh ind  reducing  
prices is th a t  cheaper fo o d  w ill sell m ore  
ra p id ly  and in greater q u a n titie s  thus  
m akin g  m ore m o n ey . O v e r th e  years price  
increases have n o t been m atched  by  
increases in revenue, in d ic a tin g  a d o w n ­
tu rn  in the  v o lu m e  o f  sales. T h e  price  
reductio ns  are an e x p e rim e n ta l strategy  
to  recover th e  vo lu m e  o f  sales - so b u y  
lots w h ile  th e  new  cheap o ffe r  lasts !

T h a t  is th e  o n ly  reason fo r  price  
red u ctio n s . I was p re tty  pissed o f f  to  hear 
o f  o th e r ideas - n o t  o n ly  because people  
w ere using tw is te d  logic b u t also because  
th e y  w ere  d ire c tly  accusing C afe  s ta ff.

In fa c t y o u r  a ttitu d e s  to  C afe  s ta ff are 
fa ily  hopeless a n y w a y . I t  takes lit t le  to  
th a n k  th e  lad y  w h o  clears and cleans y o u r  
tab le  and th e  rubbish you  leave beh ind .
I t  d o esn ’t  help  w hen  you  c ritic ise  good  
fo o d  produ ced  u n c o m p la in in g ly  in a 
^bloody d if f ic u lt  k itch en . T ry  th in k in g  
before  yo u  open y o u r  big m o u th  n e x t  
t im e .
A U S R E F

W h ile  y o u ’re do ing  th a t  th in k in g , spare 
som e tim e  fo r  im ag in in g  w h a t it  is like  to  
arrive in a c o u n try  th a t  is vastly  d iffe re n t  
in c u ltu re , c lim a te , social a ttitu d e s  and  
behav iour, and cost o f  liv ing. E specially  
having been c lo istered  beh ind  barbed w ire  
in a cam p consisting o f  m a k e s h ift housing, 
bare ly  s u ffic ie n t to ile t  and w ashing  
fac ilities , spending y o u r  day  w o n d erin g  
w here  th e  hell yo u  are going to  end up. 
A n d  th is  a fte r  yo u  have just survived  
f lo a tin g  aro u n d  the S outh  C h in a  Sea in 
som e rusting , o verc ro w d ed , and s tin k in g  
ship. Y o u r  sister was raped by pirates; you  
w ere beaten up  try in g  to  help  her; and  
y o u r fa th e r  was drow n ed in a s to rm .

T h is  has been and w ill be happen ing  to  
thousands o f  refugees fro m  S outh -E ast 
Asia. S om e, a p it ifu l n u m b er, w ill be 
co m in g  to  N Z  to  try  to  create som e sort

o f  life  here. As p a rt o f  th a t  e f fo r t  th ey  
w ill w a n t to  chance o u r e d u ca tio n  system .

W hen th e y  com e to  this u n ive rs ity  
th e y  w ill su ffe r th e  same fin a n c ia l fa te  as 
any o th e r s tu d e n t - th e  T e r t ia ry  S tu d y  
G ra n t, hah ! T h e y  w ill be try in g  to  
m ake do on th e  T S G  w ith  th e  added  
burdens o f  a refugee im m ig ra n t th a t  
none o f  us have to  grapple w ith . M an y  o f  
us believe th a t  we co u ld  do  a lo t  
w orse th an  to  assist these students. H ence  
the  A ssociatio n  is se tting  up  the  A .U .  
S tuden ts  R efugee E d u c a tio n  F u n d .

T h e  fu n d  has to  have a m o n e ta ry  
in p u t to  get o f f  th e  g ro u n d . Y o u  are 
being asked to  d o n a te  $ 1  f ro m  y o u r  
bursary w hen it  com es o u t  this  
W ednesday. As you  c o lle c t th a t  cheque  
th in k  o f  try in g  to  m ake d o  w ith o u t  
s u ffic ie n t c lo th in g , w ith o u t  m o n ey  
fo r  tex ts  etc , w ith o u t  any  h o lid a y  jo b  or 
p a rt-tim e  w o rk  b eh ind  y o u , and th in k  o f  
h o w  lit t le  d iffe re n c e  $ 1  w ill m ake to  
y o u r life  r ig h t no w .

In a d d itio n  th ere  w ill be a re fe re n d u m  
on  W ednesday and T h u rs d a y  to  decide  
w h eth er o r n o t  A U S A  should  a llo cate  
$ 2  f ro m  its funds  fo r  every  $ 1  you  
d o n a te . T h in k  on  th is  also and vo te .

P O IN T  O F  O R D E R
Y e  o ld e  C o n s titu tio n a l R ev iew  

C o m m itte e  is g rin d in g  its m e rry  w ay  
along, n o t e x a c tly  sw am ped w ith  ideas 
fro m  th e  masses. O f  course I d o n ’t  
e x p e c t all o f  yo u  to  be o v e rw h e lm in g ly  
in terested  in th is  m a tte r, b u t it  w o u ld  be 
nice fo r  one o r  tw o  o f  those people  w h o  
w ere ju m p in g  up  and d o w n  earlie r in the  
year a b o u t the  C o n s titu tio n  w ere to  pop  
in and give us th e ir  thoughts .

L O O K  A F T E R  T H E  P E N N IE S
Those o f  yo u  w h o  have had to  m ake  

use o f  S tu d e n t H e a lth  w ill no d o u b t  
have been g ra te fu l fo r  th is free service. 
N e x t year i t  w o n ’t  be !

Because the  G o v e rn m e n t has to ld  
universities th e y  m ust reduce th e ir  
e x p e n d itu re , and has said th a t s tu d en t 
w elfa re  services is an area fo r  red u ctio n s , 
o u r u n ive rs ity  w ants to  t r im  $1 5 ,0 0 0  
fro m  the  w e lfa re  budg et; T h e  m ost 
obvious w ay  to  do  so is to  charge e ith e r a 
fee fo r  th e  firs t t im e  an y  s tu d e n t a ttend s  
S tu d e n t H e a lth , increase charges in the  
C reche, reduce services all ro u n d , o r  
grab p a rt o f  y o u r  A U S A  fee fo r  w e lfa re .

A U S A  has a lw ays believed th a t  the  
provision  o f  a n c illa ry  services (S tu d e n t  
H e a lth , C reche, C ounselling , Careers  
A dvice , R ecrea tio n  C e n tre , S tu d e n t  
A c c o m m o d a tio n ) is the  resp o n s ib ility  o f  
the S ta te  as is the provis ion  o f  u n ive rs ity  
ed u ca tio n  itse lf. A re  we n o w  going to  
have to  co m p ro m ise  th a t  p rin c ip a l ?
A re  we going to  be fo rced  to  accept 
M u ld o o n ’s ‘user-pays’ p rin c ip a l ?

G reg,
A Y A T O L L A H

SBC

WEDNESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER AT 1.00pm

1. $175 to ‘Environmental Defence Society’
2. ‘THAT AUSA support making Antarctica a world Scientific Reserve’.
3. Constitutional Review Committee
4. Tenancy Motions
Agenda available Tuesday morning from Studass office.
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C A S T L E S  I N  T H E  S K Y
One Three
1. Y o u  m ay have w o n d ered  w h y  l said 
I th o u g h t th a t  th e  u n ive rs ity  its e lf  was 
doing  a reasonable jo b  o f  c u ttin g  back on  
b u ild in g  m o n o lith s . O ne o f  th e  things I 
o m itte d  to  say in th e  m ain  a rtic le  was th a t  
in the  past, w hen th e  u n ive rs ity  was 
acq u irin g  a set o f  m odern  build ings, a 
n u m b er o f  m a jo r pro jects  w ere  u n d erw ay  
fa ir ly  w ell s im u ltan eo u s ly . (M a jo r  pro jects  
being d efin ed  as those costing in to  the  
m illions  o f  do llars .) O b v io u s ly  this cou ld  
still be going on, w ith  the  p lanned  
developm en ts  such as A rts -C o m m erce
1 & 2 , a rc h ite c tu re  B, law , m usic, m ed  
school build ings and the  m arae. T h e  rate  
o f  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  m ore m a m m o th  
edifices has been c u t fro m  the  fo rm e r  
packed program m e do w n  to  a m ore  
m odest one every tw o  - o r so years. Even  
th is is the  s itu a tio n  a t best. A  large 
n u m b er o f  pro jects have been cancelled, 
m o d if ie d , postponed te m p o ra r ily  or  
in d e fin ite ly . A n d  d o n ’t  fo rg e t th a t the  
tab le  shows pro jec ted  p lan n in g  and  
p lann in g  periods as hoped fo r  a t this  
t im e  last year.
2. As to  the engineering  underpass, a 
pedestrian overbridge is o u t o f  the  
question due n o t o n ly  to  the presence o f  
trees, b u t to  the  existence o f  overhead  
tro lleyb u s  wires. A lso, no build ings o f  a 
suitable  he ight ex is t on the Rec. C entre  
side o f  S ym onds St.
3. T h e  to p  plan is th e  site plan o f  the  
un ivers ity  m ain site. T h e  purpose is to  
le t you  see w h a t ’s here and w h a t w ill go 
so the new  build ings can f i t  in.

T h e  lo w er plan is the  d e ve lo p m en t  
plan. It  shows the  un ive rs ity  as it  w ill be. 
T h e  dashed lines b e lo w  the eng ineerin g  
school are the  position  o f  a proposed  
extensions to  the school. T h e  square 
b lock overlap p in g  som e o f  the build ings  
in W y n y a rd  St (u n la b e lle d ) is the  rough  
position  o f  A rts -C o m m erce  2. T h e  key  
to  this figure  is d iffe re n t  to  the  one above. 
W hite  B uildings are ex is tin g  u n ive rs ity  
ones; b lack ones are being b u ilt ;  shaded  
ones are n o n -u n ive rs ity ; and d o tte d  
ones are te m p o ra ry  ones. I d o  apologise  
for n o t m ak ing  these clear.

4. N um bers 8 and 1 0  G ra fto n  Road are 
to  be kep t fo r h is torica l reasons. (E x a c t ly  
w h y  th ey  are considered h is to ric  I ’m
n o t sure.)
5. N u m b e r 11 S ym onds S t is a t present 
underg o ing  a lte ra tio n  to  a llo w  A r t  
H is to ry  to  sa tis fac to rily  o ccu p y  it. 
R ecen tly  I th in k  a n th ro p o lo g y  occup ied  
it.
6 . O ne co rrec tio n : Projects (e ) S tu d e n t  
u n io n  extensions and s w im m in g  poo l. 
T h ird  line  up fro m  the b o tto m  should
read: ‘......w ill stand in the  S o u th ern
underpass p rec in c ts .’

M a rk  R eyn o ld s

Buildings are ta ll solid s tructures in 
w hich  people w o rk  and live, and w hen  
th ey  are on cam pus th ey  are usually  
e x tre m e ly  ir r ita tin g  to  lo o k  at. T h e y  
cost a lo t o f  m o n ev  to o . So its o n ly  
reasonable to  ex p e c t th a t w hen the  
G o v e rn m e n t cuts to ta l ed u catio n  
e x p e n d itu re  (in  real term s a t least), the  
e x p e n d itu re  on un ivers ity  build ings w ill 
be c u t, and p ro b a b ly  m ore severely than  
m any o th e r ed u catio n a l sectors. T h is  is 
e x a c tly  w h a t has happened. I agree (w ith  
the G o v e rn m e n t ? - strange indeed)
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th a t th e  b u ild in g  p ro g ram m e should  take  
a m a jo r p a rt o f  th e  b ru n t o f  any cuts  
in u n ive rs ity  grants. U n ivers ities  are, 
above all else* centres o f  learn ing . T h e  
basic issue o f  the  E d u ca tio n  F ig h tb a c k  
cam paign is the  denial by  the  G o v e rn ­
m en t o f  the  rig h t o f  m an y  p eop le  to  
receive a u n ive rs ity  ed u c a tio n . T h is  
rights is im p inged  u p o n  in o n ly  a fe w  
cases, n o ta b ly  th e  M usic D e p a rtm e n t, by  
a s h o rt-te rm  d e fe rm e n t o f  proposed  
c o n s tru c tio n  schemes. M ost o f  the  
ex is tin g  bu ild ings, substandard as som e  
m ay be, can cope in the  im m e d ia te  
fu tu re , a lth o u g h  n o t in d e fin ite ly . I t  is 
lik e ly  th a t  the proposed T S G  schem e, 
to g e th er w ith  th e  s ta ffin g  cuts w hich  
m ust resu lt fro m  the c u t in the  b lock  
grant, w ill s low  the  g ro w th  o f  the  
U n ivers ity  ro ll th ro u g h  people  being  
f in a n c ia lly  unable  to  a tte n d  u n ive rs ity  or  
th ro u g h  th e ir  proposed courses being  
u navailab le . I see th is  as the  basic 
p ro b lem  - th a t  w h ich  m ust f irs t be 
a tta c k e d . T o  push fo r  ex travag an t  
b u ild in g  pro jects  w hen it  is u n lik e ly  
th a t  s tudents w ill be here in the  
num bers req u ired  to  f il l  th e m  m akes no  
sense w h atever. W hen we get rid  o f  the  
T S G  and restore th e  rig h t o f  open  
e n try  to  un ive rs ity  it  w ill then  be tim e  
to  get h o t under th e  co lla r a b o u t cuts to  
the b u ild in g  p rogram m e.

F u rth e rm o re , c o n s id era tio n  o f  the  
b u ild in g  pro jects  c u rre n tly  u nder  
c o n s tru c tio n  o r a b o u t to  be com m en ced  
leaves great d o u b t as to  w h e th e r people  
in high places have c o rre c tly  assigned 
p rio rities . T a k e  the  underpass to  the  
E ngineering  S ch oo l. W h o  w ill use it  ?
I envisage i t  being used o n ly  by  sportin g  
E ngineering  students trave llin g  betw een  
the  E ngineering  S chool and the  
R ecrea tio n  C en tre  a t peak t ra ff ic  hours.
A t  o th e r tim es it  w ill be m uch q u ic k e r to  
cross S ym ond s S tre e t above ground level. 
T h e  W ellesley S tre e t overbridge is an 
e x c e lle n t e x a m p le  to  re in fo rc e  m y  
p re d ic tio n . E q u a lly  irresponsib le  p lann in g  
is the p ro p o s itio n  fo r  a n o rth e rn  S ym ond s  
S tree t underpass. A g a in , w ill s tudents  
w a lk  d o w n sta irs , u n d erg ro u n d , and then  
upstairs again w hen th e y  can s im p ly  
dodge the  tra ff ic  ? I th in k  n o t. Besides, 
i t  w ill take  all th e  e x c ite m e n t o u t  o f  
crossing the  road . Since th e  g ran t has 
been approved  fo r  th e  underpass b u t n o t  
fo r  the  A rts /C o m m e rc e  B u ild in g  w h ich  it  
is in ten d ed  to  serve, it  seems th a t w e w ill 
have a tu n n e l to  a b u ild in g  w h ich  d o esn ’t 
ex is t. C razy .

W h ile  these extravagances are being  
u n d e rta k e n , the  M usic D e p a rtm e n t, 
w hich  u n lik e  m ost o thers a ttr ib u te s  its  
e n ro lm e n t res tric tion s  to  b u ild in g  
inadequacies, rem ains tu cked  aw ay  on  
w estern Princes S tre e t w ith  no  prospect 
o f  an y  im m e d ia te  im p ro v e m e n t. S om e­
b o d y  surely  has th e ir  p rio rit ie s  arse a b o u t  
face w hen  th e y  b u ild  a tu n n e l to  no w h ere  
w h ile  a d e p a rtm e n t such as M usic has 
had to  p u t up w ith  in ad eq u ate  co n d itio n s  
and space-im posed e n ro lm e n t res tric tion s  
fo r  ten  years.

I do  n o t feel th a t a short te rm  c u t in  
b u ild in g  e x p e n d itu re  w ill do m uch  
fu r th e r  h arm  w h ile  m ore  im m e d ia te  cuts  
a ffe c tin g  s tu d en t e n ro lm e n t are being  
im posed , p rovided  th a t the  fu n d s  availab le  
are c o rre c tly  d is tr ib u te d . C o rre c t  
d is tr ib u tio n  is n o t, u n fo r tu n a te ly , m y  
v iew  o f  the  c u rre n t b u ild in g  p rogram m e.
I f  d ra m a tic  changes bring  a b o u t lik e ly  
increases in e n ro lm e n t, it  w ill th en  be 
t im e  to  m ake noises a b o u t th e  b u ild in g  
p ro g ram m e cutbacks. B u t firs t we have 
the ve ry  fac to rs  w h ich  d en y  open e n try  
to  univers ities . I f  w e so m etim e do  get 
build ings b u ilt  instead o f  tunne ls , le t us 
pray th a t  th e y ’re n o t the  nauseous  
grotesquities  o f  sterile  concre te  steel 
and p lastic e x e m p lifie d  by  the  M edical 
School and H u m an  Sciences B u ild in g .

Ivan S o w ry
P.S. T h e y  m ade m e do it.

I w o u ld  ju s t like  to  b r ie fly  m e n tio n  one  
o r tw o  p o in ts  subsequent to  M a rk  R e y ­
n o ld ’s a rtic le  on the  U n iv e rs ity ’s b u ild in g  
p rogram m e.

I c a n n o t agree th a t  th e  underpass to  
the  E ng ineering  (and  A rc h ite c tu re ) S chool 
is necessarily a con tro vers ia l issue. F o r  
m any years A U S A  has b ro u g h t pressure  
to  bear on b o th  th e  U n iv e rs ity  and the  
A u c jd an d  C ity  C o u n c il fo r  som e im p ro v e ­
m en t in pedestrian access to  th e  o th e r side 
o f  S ym onds S t. W e pushed fo r  a pedes­
trian  crossing o p p o s ite  the R ecrea tio n  
C entre  b u t w ere  h a p p y  w hen th e  underpass  
was suggested.

Agreed — it  does appear w as te fu l a t a 
t im e  o f  eco n o m ic  re s tric tio n  fo r  u n ive rs it­
ies. B ut M r R eyn o ld s  seems to  fo rg e t th a t  
planning  and g ran t a p p lic a tio n s  w o u ld  have 
taken  place before  R o b  and M erv  s tarted  
w ie ld in g  th e ir  scalpels.

M ore  im p o rta n t ly  perhaps is the  second  
underpass in S ym ond s S t to  th e  A r ts /  
C o m m erce  b u ild in g . I t  does seem  
reasonable to  e x p e c t a g ran t fo r  the  b u ild ­
ing, y e t it  seems b lo o d y  rid icu lo u s  to  p u t  
in an underpass so close to  an ex is ting  
pedestrian crossing. E sp ecia lly  w hen th a t  
underpass, fo r  an u n k n o w n  p erio d  o f  t im e , 
w ill lead o n ly  to  the fo u n d a tio n s  o f  an 
unfin ished bu ild in g .

S tu d e n t U n io n  d e v e lo p m en t is a long  
s to ry , a lw ays interspersed w ith  the  o ld  
jo ke  a b o u t the V ic e -C h a n c e llo r ’s 
sw im m in g  poo l. I t  is A U S A ’s u n d ers tan d ­
ing th a t th e  e n tire  b lo c k  o f  land fro m  the  
Rec C en tre  to  A lfre d  S t is in fo rm a lly  
designated fo r  S tu d e n t U n io n  fac ilities , 
possibly in c lu d in g  a sw im m in g  pool.

I believe th a t  it  is v ita l fo r  A U S A  to  
be the m a jo r vo ice in d e te rm in in g  the  
nature o f  th a t  d e v e lo p m en t. In  th e  past 
we have ta lk e d  o f  rem o vin g  th e  ex is ting  
buildings and b u ild in g  a U n io n  H all. T h is  
w o u ld  replace the  C afe  fo r  dances, large 
m eetings, e tc , p ro v id e  m ore m eeting  
room s, possibly in c lude  a new  lo ca tio n  
fo r  the  U n iv e rs ity  B ook  S hop, and per­
haps lease space to  o th e r c o m m erc ia l 
enterprises.

O ne o f  th e  p rim e  obstacles to  such 
pipe-dream s is fin an ce . I t  is fa ir  to  say 
th a t we can e x p e c t m in im a l G o v e rn m e n t  
suppo rt in f in a n c in g  a U n io n  H a ll, 
exp ec ia lly  in th e  present a n ti-e d u c a tio n  
c lim ate . V ario u s  n eg o tia tio n s  over 
the years have a lw ays fa lte re d  on this  
p rob lem .

Greg P irie

Four
W ebster was q u ite  d e fin ite  w h en  he des­
cribed  the  U n iv e rs ity  (read  G o v e rn m e n t)  
bu ild in g  p ro g ram m e. I fo u n d  it  one day  
w h ile  perusing th e  su b tle r m eanings o f  
oft-used w ords.
T o  quote:
"Bullsfiit, (bulshlt).
( i)  (on underpasses). F o rc in g  people  to  
w alk  u n d erg ro u n d  because so c ie ty  has 
decreed th a t  tra n s p o rtin g  o n ese lf in an 
encapsulation  o f  n o n -re tu rn a b le /a rt iv ic ia l 
m aterials shall usurp in im p o rta n c e  all 
o th er fo rm s  o f  tra n s p o rta tio n .
( ii)  (on  th e  bu ild ings I)  In vesting  m illions  
in a centralised  ‘learn  lik e  d ro n es ’ fo rm  o f  
educatio n  th a t  can o n ly  exa c e rb a te  present 
w o rld  p rob lem s ra th e r th an  a llev ia te  th em .
(iii)  (on bu ild ings I I )  C o m m iss io n in g  
huge concre te  m o n o lith s  designed (in  the  
sty le  o f  y es te rd ay ) to  h arm o n ise  o r b lend  
as lit t le  as possible w ith  th e  im m e d ia te  
e n v iro n m e n t.”
I f  I m ay take  the  lib e r ty  o f  read in g  m ean­
ing in to  D an ie l W eb s te r’s p e rc e p tiv e  and  
in te llig e n t co m m en ts  then  I suggest th a t  
he m ay have been ho p in g  fo r  a certa in  
sensitiv ity  to  h u m a n ity  and to  th e  en v ir­
o n m e n t fro m  o u r ed u ca tio n a l system  
(and its bu ild in g s).
A  hope sadly ignored by  A u c k la n d  
U n ivers ity .
By the M in is try  o f  E d u ca tio n  
By the M in is try  o f  W orks and D e v e lo p ­
m ent.

B. G ray

Sow 
So
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Off
Several issues ago C raccum  ran a brace of 
artic les  e n tit le d  ‘T h e  S ta te  o f  th e  Union' 

th e  c la im  was th a t  ‘th is place is going 
to  th e  dogs’. W ell, th e  dogs have done 
th e ir  b it, th e  m ea t has been s tripped .
W h a t w e are le f t  w ith  are som e rather  
cre a k y  o ld  bones.

H o t on the heels o f  th e  controversy  
surro u n d in g  J a n e t’s s ta te m e n t o n  the  
H aka  P arty  in c id e n t, cam e th e  arrest 
o f  f i f t y  s tudents  on an E d u ca tio n  
F ig h tb ack  d e m o n s tra tio n . A t  th a t  stage 
m an y Exec m em bers had ta k e n  lit t le  
p a rt in th e  F ig h tb a c k  cam paign . Follow ­
ing th e  arrests E xec p u t m ore energy into 
th e  cam paign , b u t e lem ents  w ith in  Exec 
c o n tin u a lly  a tte m p te d  to  th w a r t  S R C ’s 
in te n tio n  th a t  those students f in e d  should 
be re im bursed  by A U S A . Fundrais ing  
e ffo rts  fo r  the  p a y m e n t o f  fines  w ere  
unsuccessful, w ith  th ree  lu n c h tim e  con­
certs a c tu a lly  losing m o n ey . Lunch tim e  
concerts  have never been very successful 
— these ones received l it t le  s u p p o rt from  
E x e c , e ith e r in organ isa tion  o r  a tte n d ­
ance.

So S R C , d is illus ioned  w ith  E x e c ’s 
in a c tio n , resolved th a t  the  fines  should  
be paid  d ire c tly  fro m  th e  P o licy  A ction  
F u n d . T jiis  p ro vo ked  the  reac tio n  from  
elem ents  w ith in  Exec to  a t te m p t  to  find 
ways n o t to  pay th e  fines. A  s o lic ito r’s j 
ru lin g  was requested , and fo r  som e o f  
those w ith  exp erien ce  in A ssociation  
activ ities , the  o u tc o m e  m ust have been 
p red ic tab le . T h e  A s s o c ia tio n ’s solicitors 
ru led th a t  S R C  has no p o w er to  pay any 
m o n ey  to  an yo n e  w ith o u t  th e  approval 
|o f E xec, and fu r th e r  th a t  the  Association 
cou ld  pay th e  fines  o n ly  i f  th e  m onies  
used w ere raised fo r  this specific  purpose. 
T h is  p ro m p te d  m e to  search th rough  the 
A U S A  files  fo r  previous s o lic ito r ’s rulings 
on s im ilar m atters . T o  m y h o rro r  I 
discovered a d o c u m e n t w h ich  revealed that! 
[despite legal advice, the  A ssociatio n  had 
been acting  in b la ta n t disregard o f  its 
c o n s titu tio n  fo r  m any  years. A  ru ling  
fro m  the  so lic ito rs  in 1 9 7 4  was o f  the  
[op in ion  th a t  the A ssociation  cou ld  donate' 
no m o n e y , w h e th e r th ro u g h  S R C , Exec 
or even a G en era l M eetin g , to  an y  non- 
[a ffilia te d  g ro u p  o r in d iv id u a l unless such 
m o n ey  was gained th ro u g h  fundra is ing  
fo r  th is  specific  purpsose. Being a 
re la tiv e ly  n ew  m em b er o f  E xec, I knew  
[noth ing  o f  th is  c o n s titu tio n a l re s tra in t

presum e th a t  several o th e r Exec  
m em bers w ere also unaw are  o f  it . H ow ­
ever som e o f  the  o ld  hands m u st have 
kn o w n  o f  it, y e t  th e y  have w itnessed SRC 
hand o u t  m o n ey  to  every  m an and his 
dog fo r  as long as I can re m e m b e r.
T h a t  fu n c tio n  o f  S R C  w h ich  m an y  
consider a p r im a ry  reason fo r  its existence 
is to ta lly  u n c o n s titu tio n a l.

W h a t happens to  S R C  now ? A ll it  can 
n o w  d o  is m ake  p o lic y  and deal w ith  club 
a f f i l ia t io n . S R C  w ith  no  te e th  is a fu tile  
exercise. People w ill s till be ab le  to  stand 
up  and speak b u t w ill have n o  possibility a 
o f  seeing a n y th in g  done a b o u t th e  matters 
being discussed. I t ’s lik e ly  th a t  i t  w o n ’t 
even get a q u o ru m  n e x t  w eek unless 
som eone puts so m eth in g  c ra zy  lik e  disaff­
ilia tio n  o f  the  E ng ineering  S o c ie ty  on the 
agenda. T h e  p ro b le m  w ill n o t, h opefu lly  
last fo r  ve ry  long. T h e  C o n s titu tio n a l 
R eview  S u b -C o m m itte e  ( o f  S R C ) which  
has re c e n tly  been set up  has n o w  g o t ' 
so m eth in g  o f  g igantic  p ro p o rtio n s  to  get 
its tee th  in to . B u t u n tij i t  can get constit­
u tio n a l changes to  a G enera l M eetin g , 
we are s tuck w ith  th e  lu d icrou s situation  
th a t  no  cause can receive fin a n c ia l support 
f ro m  the  A sso c ia tio n , no m a tte r  h e w  
w o rth y  its m em bers consider th a t  cause 
to  be. T h is  is the  re s p o n s ib ility  o f  previous 
E xecutives as w e ll as th e  c u rre n t one. The 
s itu a tio n  should  have been resolved by  
c o n s titu tio n a l changes w hen  it  was firs t 
realised in 1 9 7 4 . Successive E xecutives  
have chosen to  ta k e  no a c tio n . T h e y  have 
s im p ly  ignored th e  c o n s titu tio n  and allow ­
ed th e  A ssociation  to  a c t in breach o f  it 
c o n s titu tio n a l req u irem en ts .

Ivan S o w ry
E d u c a tio n  V ice -P res id en t



S o  O p e r a t i o n  P f u c k - U p  i s  a b o u t  f l o o d ­

i n g  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  i n  W e l l ­

i n g t o n  w i t h  f o r m s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  T S G .

I t  w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  e a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r  w h e n  

t h e  f o r m s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y .  N Z U S A  h a s  p r o d u c e d  l e a f ­

l e t s  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  r i g ­

m a r o l e s  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  , 

b o t h  w i t h  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a s s e s s m e n t s  

t h i s  y e a r  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  a s s e s s m e n t s  n e x t  

y e a r .

R e m e m b e r ,  O p e r a t i o n  P f u c k - u p  i s  a l l  

a b o u t  p l a y i n g  t h e  g a m e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

M e r v  W e l l i n g t o n ' s  r u l e s .  T h e  T S G  i s  h i s  

i d e a ,  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e  

m e a n s  t e s t i n g ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f  y o u r  

p a r e n t s  i n c o m e  -  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  p a r t  

a n d  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  n e w  T S G  s c h e m e  t h a t  

w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  n e x t  y e a r .  

T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  6 5 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a t  A u c k ­

l a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  w h o  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  r e c ­

e i v i n g  a  b u r s a r y .  I t ' s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t o  

c o n d u c t  a  p r o p e r  a s s e s s m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  

a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w )  i t  w i l l  t a k e  a l m o s t  

o n e  h o u r  o f  s o m e b o d y s  t i m e  p e r  s t u d e n t .  

D i v i d e  6 5 0 0  b y  2 4  h o u r s  -  t h a t ' s  2 7 0  

D A Y S  o r  3 8  W E E K S  o f  r o u n d  t h e  

c l o c k  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  s t u d e n t s  h o p i n g  t o  

c l a i m  t h e  T S G .  A n d  r e m e m b e r  t h i s  h a s  

t o  a l l  t a k e  p l a c e  d u r i n g  E n r o l m e n t  W e e k .  

S o u n d s  p r e t t y  P f u c k e d  d o e s n ' t  i t  ?  

E x a c t l y .

O p e r a t i o n  P f u c k - U p  i s  c o m i n g  s o o n  !
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N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n  w ill fo r  the  
year ended 3 1 .3 .7 9  cost the ta x p a y e r  
$1.212 m illio n  accord ing  to  th e  In s titu te  
o f E co nom ic  Research. T h e  im m ense  
cost o f  superan n u atio n  w ill th is  year 
exceed 6 6 % o f the to ta l social w e lfa re  
vote ! A nd a t the rate it  is increasing it  
w ill n o t be long before  th ere  w ill be lit t le  
m oney le ft  to  m eet costs o f  o th e r w e lfa re  
benefits . In s im ple term s it  is th e  massive 
cost o f  superann uation  th a t is causing  
the cutbacks in h ea lth , s tandard  te rtia ry  
bursaries and un ive rs ity  grants.

M u ld o o n ’s N at. Super S chem e was 
the greatest co n fid en ce  tr ic k  ever. I t  was 
a decisive fa c to r  in ge tting  N a tio n a l 
elected in 1 9 7 5 . In the ru n u p  to  the  
e lection  th a t year M u ld o o n  was s tam p ed ­
ing up and d o w n  the c o u n try  ca llin g  fo r  
cuts in im p o rts  and g o vern m en t spending  
and h o w  he g enera lly  w o u ld  m ake N e w  
Zealand ‘ the w ay you  w a n t i t . ’ B ehind  
the scenes, h ow ever, M u ld o o n  was 
preparing  his ‘veh ic le  fo r  v ic to ry ’ - 
N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n  - a t  a net 
increased cost o f  $ 2 7 5  m illio n . T h is  
represented an in cred ib le  4 0 %  increase in 
the cost o f  the  to ta l social w e lfa re  vote  
a t th a t tim e . S ince then , o f  course, the  
cost o f  the schem e has sn o w b alled . T h e  
s itu a tio n  w ill be m ade even w orse by the  
net e m ig ra tio n  rate o f  4 0 ,0 0 0  a year, as 
was a c tu a lly  the  case fo r  the  y.ear to  
M arch 1 9 7 9 . U n fo r tu n a te ly  it  is the  
young  skilled  and professional people w ho  
are em ig ra tin g , n o t the  su p e ra n n u ita n t  
leaving an ever d im in ish in g  n u m b e r o f  
w orkers  to  ca rry  the  ever increasing  
burden o f N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n . 
Leaders o f  the  G o v e rn m e n t, h o w ever, are 
ad am an t th a t n o th in g  is w rong  a t all.
M r M u ld o o n  declares th a t argum ents  
a b o u t w h e th e r N .Z . can a ffo rd  N a tio n a l 
Super arc to o  lud icrous to  be taken  
seriously. T h e  M in is te r o f  Social W elfa re , 
G eorge G a ir, also dismisses suggestions  
th a t the schem e is p lacing  to o  heavy a 
burden on the  c o m m u n ity . T h e  Super 
scheme says G a ir, is fu lly  w ith in  the  
c o u n try ’s resources. T h ere  is no  reason 
w h y  an yo n e  should ta m p e r w ith  it.
T h ere  is, how ever, so m eth in g  p u zz lin g  
in G a ir ’s stance on the m a tte r. He has 
alread y  im posed a severe general c u t in 
funds to  the c o u n try ’s p u b lic  hospitals. 
G a ir re p ea ted ly  emphasises th a t  social 
w elfare  spending is su b s tan tia lly  
o u ts tr ip p in g  g ro w th  in the n a tio n a l 
e co n o m y and m ust be reduced accord ­
ingly . W h y n o t then  s tart by  a tta c k in g  
N a tio n a l Super ? G a ir ’s answ er to  this has 
been th a t N a tio n a l Super c a n ’t be touched  
and th a t he doesn ’t th in k  th a t the basic 
fo rm u la  should  be changed. H is defence  
is th a t superan n u atio n  is ta x a b le  - 
alm ost 2 0 c in the d o lla r  is recovered and  
th a t N a tio n a l S uper has saved the  need  
fo r o th e r p u b lic  funds to  be used fo r  
rest h om e and private  geria tric  hospital 
fees. I t  has rem oved a b urden  fro m  m any  
young er people w h o  w ere g iv ing  financ ia l 
help to  e ld e rly  parents. G a ir  is n o t co n ­
cerned a b o u t the fa c t th a t m an y  o f  the  
new  rec ip ien ts  o f  N a tio n a l S uper are  
a lread y w ell o ff . He has set his sights on  
‘ free liv ing  solo m u m s’ and ‘d o le  
bludgers’, the undeserving p o o r. These  
are the people to  take  the m o n ey  o ff ,  
n o t the deserving rich w h o  have earned  
th e ir w ea lth . G a ir ’s a ttitu d e  is m ost 
d if f ic u lt  to  reconcile , p a rt ic u la r ly  w hen  
one considers the m in d -b o g g lin g  cost 
o f  N a tio n a l S uper. T h is  one ite m  even  
on G a ir ’s figures ( $ 1 1 8 2  m illio n )  fo r  the  
year ended M arch 1 9 7 9 , w ill exceed by  
$ 2 0 0  m illio n  the e n tire  vo te  fo r  all o f  
the c o u n try ’s hea lth  services in c lu d in g  
paym ents  to  doctors, nurses drug  bills  
and costs o f  ru n n in g  p u b lic  hospita ls . O f  
course, to  be fa ir  the cost o f  th e  previous  
Universal S uper and O ld  Age Pension  
m ust be taken  in to  acco u n t, b u t this  
to ta lle d  less than  $ 4 0 0  m illio n  w hen it  
was superceded in 1 9 7 6  by N a tio n a l 
Super. A llo w in g  fo r  in fla tio n  since then  
the cost o f  the o ld  b enefits  w o u ld  still 
have com e no w here  near the cost o f  the  
present schem e.
P A G E  6  C R A C C U M  S E P T E M B E R  1 0

T h ere  is no a rg u m e n t a b o u t the need 
fo r  som e fo rm  o f  adequate  o ld  age 
pension, b u t the  im p o rta n t  questions are : 
H o w  m uch should  the b e n e fit be ? T o  
w h o m  should  it  be paid and a t w h a t age ?

E conom ists and o thers c ritic a l o f  the  
S uper schem e stress th a t  a c lear d is tinc­
tio n  needs to  be d raw n  betw een  those  
w h o  have tra d it io n a lly  received age 
b enefits  i.e. those 6 5  and over, and  
w h a t co u ld  be te rm e d  the new  M u ld o o n  
class o f  s u p eran n u itan t: th a t  g roup  o f  
people be tw een  6 0  and 6 5  w h o  w ere  
alread y  fin a n c ia lly  w ell o f f  and w h o  have 
n o w  becom e, in a d d itio n  to  th e ir  p rivate  
incom es, the  rec ip ien ts  o f  unearned  
S tate  han d o u ts  w h ich  are n e ttin g  an 
average o f  $ 7 0  - $ 8 0  a w eek. These  
yo u n g er superann u itan ts  h o w ever, w ill 
usually  s trong ly  de fen d  th e ir  acceptance  
o f  the  M u ld o o n  bonus by c la im ing:
‘ I ’ve w o rk e d  all m y  life , I ’ve paid fo r  
m y superan n u atio n  in taxes and  n o w  
I ’m going to  have i t . ’ O n  th e  face o f  
it  this a rg u m en t m ay sound reasonable, 
b u t in fa c t  has a lread y  been w eighed and  
fo u n d  fa llac ious.

In 1 9 7 2  the  R oyal C om m ission  on 
Social S ec u rity  in N e w  Zea land  headed  
by S ir T hadd eus  M c C a rth y  e x a m in e d  the  
ra tio n a le  o f  our w e lfa re  system  in great 
d eta il. A  fu n d a m e n ta l p o in t it  m ade was 
th a t the N e w  Zea land  pensions schem e  
is n o t earn ings-related  in the  sense th a t  
people  c o n tr ib u te  to  a specific  pension  
fu n d  d u rin g  th e ir  w o rk in g  life t im e  and  
are th e re fo re  e n tit le d  to  d ra w  upon  th e ir  
share o f  the  fu n d  w hen  th e y  re tire . T h e  
N .Z . pay-as-you-go system  gives no  
abso lu te  e n t it le m e n t arising fro m  a 
taxpayers  c o n tr ib u tio n s . T h e  R o ya l 
C o m m iss io n ’s s ta te m e n t on th is  was 
‘ R ights to  b e n e fit  are d e te rm in e d  by  
c rite r ia  having no re la tio n  to  th e  m eth o d  
o f  fin a n c in g  th em . W h a t any in d iv id u a l 
m ay o r m ay n o t have paid in ta x a tio n  
before  the need fo r  b e n e fit  is s im p ly  
irre le v a n t to  the d e te rm in a tio n  o f  N
e lig ib il ity .’

In N .Z . , as the com m ission  m ade  
q u ite  c lear, th e  m ost th a t can be said on 
the issue o f  m ora l o b lig a tio n  is th a t  
people d u rin g  th e ir  w o rk in g  lives 
c o n tr ib u te  by w ay  o f  ta x a tio n  to  the  
pensions o f  those w h o  have re tire d  on  
the  im p lic it  u n d ers tan d in g  th a t  th e y  in 
tu rn  w ill be s im ila rly  p rov ided  fo r  by the  
fo llo w in g  g eneratio n  o f  taxp ayers . T h e  
op era tive  phrase here is ‘s im ila r ly  
p rov ided  f o r ’. I t  is a t this p o in t  th a t  the  
6 0 -6 4  year olds arg u m en t w ill n o t stand  
closer e x a m in a tio n  since peop le  in this  
group did n o t c o n tr ib u te  d u rin g  th e ir  
w o rk in g  lives to  the  provis ion  o f  any  
s u p p lem en ta ry  incom es fo r  people  w h o  in 
earlie r years w ere in th a t 6 0 -6 4  age group. 
I t  fo llo w s  as a logical consequence fro m  
th is fa c t th a t people  in this 6 0 -6 4  age 
group are s im ila r ly  n o t n o w  e n tit le d  to  
be the  rec ip ien ts  o f  any su p p le m e n ta ry  
in com e. H o w  then  can this g ro u p  cla im  
th a t it  has som e in h e re n t rig h t to  receive  
a b e n e fit  a t the  expense o f  to d a y ’s 
ta x p a y in g  g en era tio n  ?

T o  ap p rec ia te  w h y  we have this great 
charge on to d a y ’s ta x p a y e r we need  
delve o n ly  a lit t le  in to  the  ra tio n a le  
beh ind  the fo rm a tio n  o f  N a tio n a l Super.
In s im ple term s, it  was a s tra ig h t o u t  
vote -ca tch in g  excercise instigated  in it ia lly  
by the present Prim e M in is te r. In  one  
sw eeping m ove M r M u ld o o n  fo r  pure  
p o litic a l gain on a scale h ith e r to  u n k n o w n  
in N .Z . in tro d u c e d  his N a tio n a l S uper­
a n n u a tio n  schem e in 1 9 7 5 .-F ro m  the  
tim e  o f  an n o u n c e m e n t o f  N a tio n a ls  
prom ise to  bring  in such a schem e the  
1 9 7 5  e lec tio n  was v ir tu a lly  a fo rm a lity  
fo r N a tio n a l.

Thus p ro b a b ly  the greatest and m ost 
expensive iro n y  o f  N .Z . p o litics  occurred. 
F ro m  a p a rty  w h o  has re p e a te d ly  avow ed  
i t ’s o p p o s itio n  to  social w e lfa re  benefits , 
w ith  its a tta c k  on so called  ‘do le  
bludgers’, ‘solo m u m s ’ and so on, it  
w o u ld  seem o u t-o f-c h a ra c te r and
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ntrary to  any N a tio n a l P arty  p h ilo so p h y  
institute such a schem e as N a tio n a l 
iperannuation. As a desperate bid to  
in the p o w e r so keen ly  desired, it  was, 
iwever, a h ig h ly  successful m ove.
Lately th o u g h , as eco n o m ic  troub les  
ve m u ltip lie d  there  has been an 
creasing awareness th a t all is n o t w ell —

and th a t N a tio n a l S u p e ra n n u a tio n  is one  
o f  the  m a jo r causes o f  o u r eco n o m ic  
woes.

T h e  L a b o u r P arty  has com e to  realise 
the in justice  and im balance being created  
by N a tio n a l S uper and are increasingly  
m o u n tin g  a ttacks  on the G o v t. Even the  
G o v t have by th e ir  recent a d ju s tm e n t

o f  the  n e t a m o u n t paid to  m arried  
couples a d m itte d  by th e ir  a c tio n , i f  n o t  
th e ir  w ords, th a t  N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n  
is becom in g  to o  heavy a b urden  to  
sho u ld er. W h y  o therw ise  w o u ld  the G o v t  
m ake a decision so u n p a la ta b le  to  the  
vast m a jo r ity  o f  superannuitants.Taking a 
p u re ly  cyn ica l v iew , tho u g h , one could  
be w o rth w h ile  in o rd er to  rea llocate  the  
a m o u n t regained ( $ 1 4  m illio n ) by w ay o f  
an increase in the F a m ily  B en e fit, as a sop 
to  an even larger group o f  voters w h o  are 
b ecom in g  increasingly d isco n ten ted  w ith  
su p eran n u atio n  h ando uts  to  a lread y  well 
o f f  superann u itan ts .

W h a t is this n ew  class o f  a f f lu e n t  
superann u itan ts  costing the taxpayers  
o f  N .Z . ? H o w  m an y are there  ? W h a t  
e ffe c t  are th e y  having on o th e r  sections 
o f  the  c o m m u n ity  ? T o  answ er these 
questions we need to  re fe r to  c u rre n t  
statistics fro m  the Social W e lfa re  D e p t and  
T reasu ry . B oth  d ep artm en ts  es tim ate  th a t  
th ere  are a p p ro x . 8 0 ,0 0 0  people  in the  
6 0 -6 4  group w h o  w o u ld  have been 
in e lig ib le  fo r  the fo rm e r in com e-tested  
o ld  age pension w h o  are n o w  d raw in g  
N a tio n a l S uper. V ario u s  estim ates  o f  the  
cost o f  th is  group have p u t the  fig u re  a t 
a n y th in g  up to  $ 3 5 9  m illio n  a year.

T h e  Prim e M in is te r has in de fence  o f  
the  schem e accused his critics  o f  o ver­
lo o k in g  the fa c t th a t all N a tio n a l S uper­
an n u a tio n  is taxed  and th a t co n seq u en tly  
a p ro p o rtio n  o f  su p eran n u a tio n  is n o t 
paid o u t a t all. A cco rd in g  to  his figures  
the  n e t a d d itio n a l cost o f  N a tio n a l 
S u p eran n u a tio n  over and above the  o ld  
age pension and universal su p eran n u atio n , 
had it  still been in fo rce  and u p d a ted , 
is $ 2 4 2  m illio n . T h is  fig u re , h o w ever, is 
d if f ic u lt  to  c o n firm  because n e ith e r  
th e  Social W elfa re  D e p t nor T reasu ry  
keep a progressive ta lly  o f  N a tio n a l 
S uper paym ents  o r tax  d ed u ctio n s . N o r  
do th ey  k n o w  o f  any o ff ic ia l s tu d y  
show ing the  cost o f  the fo rm e r  age 
b enefits  had th e y  been still in existence.
N o  d o u b t th e re fo re , it  can safe ly  be 
presum ed th a t M u ld o o n ’s fig u re  is 
p ro b a b ly  less than accurate.

A n in d ep en d en t es tim ate , costed b y  a 
W ellin g to n  consu lting  a c tu a ry , M r John  
E llio t t  has in c o n tras t to  M u ld o o n ’s 
estim ate  p u t the  fig u re  a t m o re  than  
$ 3 5 0  m illio n  n e t over and above the  
u pdated  cost o f  the fo rm e r b en efits . I f  
we give the  b e n e fit o f  the  d o u b t and use 
M u ld o o n ’s figure , w h a t co u ld  this m o n ey  
have financed  ?

It  w o u ld  have m ore than  paid  fo r  
the  budgeted  figures fo r  1 9 7 8 -7 9  fo r  
d o m estic  purposes b e n e fit, the dole, 
re h a b ilita t io n , cap ita lisa tio n  o f  fa m ily  
b enefits , the d e p a r tm e n t’s social w o rk  
and the  cost o f  ru n n in g  its ch ildrens  
hom es all p u t to g eth er.

Susan S n ive ly , an eco n o m is t w ith  the  
N .Z . In s titu te  o f  E co n o m ic  Research has 
been m ak in g  a s tu d y  o f  N a tio n a l Super.
She states th a t  i f  M r M u ld o o n ’s figure  o f  
$ 2 4 2  m illio n  was app lied  to  say the  
spending o f  th e  H ea lth  D e p a rtm e n t it  
w o u ld  m ake possible a 27 per cen t  
increase in spending instead o f  the 1 per 
c en t cu t th a t G a ir has im posed.

Susan S n iv e ly ’s v iew  is th a t  it  seems 
to  be ex travag an t to  pay so m uch to  
everyone w h o  atta ins  the  age o f  6 0 . It  
restricts o th e r a lternatives  o pen  to  us as a 
c o u n try . We should  be using o u r lim ite d  
resources to  s tim u la te  the p riva te  sector 
in vestm ent instead o f  a llo w in g  it  to  
decline  as is the  case a t present. T h e  
e ffe c t o f  th is  is th a t the p riva te  sector 
c a n n o t p rovide  the jobs it  should  be 
provid in g . T h is  raises the very  in terestin g  
questio n , th a t  i f  the  G o v e rn m e n t had spent 
the e x tra  m illio n s  o f  do llars th a t  has 
gone in to  the  S uper schem e on s tim u la t­
ing p rivate  business, w h a t w o u ld  the  
o u tco m e have been in respect o f  increas­
ed e m p lo y m e n t and eco n o m ic  
g ro w th . I t  cou ld  be safe ly  concluded  th a t  
the e ffe c t  on reducing  u n e m p lo y m e n t  
m ig h t be q u ite  s ig n ifican t. T h e  question  
raised assumes even g reater s ign ificance

when one considers th e  hue and c ry  in 
the N a tio n a l P arty  o ver in s u ffic ie n t  
a tte n tio n  by  the  p a rty  to  th e  needs o f  
private  en terprise .

R e c e n tly  th ere  have been considerab le  
rum blings w ith in  th e  ranks o f  N a tio n a l 
Party ca llin g  fo r  drastic changes to  
N atio n a l S u p e ra n n u a tio n . O ne  re m it  
at a d iv is ional co n feren ce  w a n te d  to  
a lter th e  age o f  q u a lif ic a tio n  fo r  all to  
6 5 . T h e  es tim ated  savings o f  ta x p a y e rs ’ 
funds was p u t a t $ 3 5 0  m illio n .

As m en tio n ed  earlie r, the  In s titu te  o f  
E co n o m ic  Research es tim ated  $ 1 2 1 2  
m illio n  as th e  gross cost o f  N a tio n a l S uper­
an n u a tio n  fo r  th e  fin an c ia l year ended  
M arch 1 9 7 9 . T h is  fig u re  is $ 3 0  m illio n  
above G a ir ’s es tim ate  and $ 5 0  m illio n  
m ore th an  M u ld o o n ’s. O n e  th in g  is cer­
ta in : w hen the  su p p le m e n ta ry  estim ates  
com e a long, social w e lfa re  w ill a lw ays get 
an increased a llo c a tio n .

In v iew  o f  the  vast sums o f  ta x p a y e rs ’ 
m oney in vo lved , s ta tis tica l in fo rm a tio n  
on w h o  gets w h a t u n d er the S uper schem e  
is sadly lacking . H o w  m any yo u n g er  
su p eran n u itan ts  have priva te  incom es in 
excess o f  say $ 1 6 ,0 0 0  a year ? H o w  
m any are in the to p  in com e ta x  b racke t  
o f  $ 2 2 ,0 0 0  plus ? W h a t p ro p o rtio n  o f  
N a tio n a l S u p e ra n n u a tio n  goes to  those  
w ho have a genuine need fo r  i t  ?

I t  is n o t possible to  o b ta in  the  
answers to  these questions and it  is n o t  
o w in g  to  any fa u lt  on b e h a lf o f  the  
Social W e lfa re  D e p t. U n d er the  rules o f  
N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n  any  a tte m p ts  to  
o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n  o f  th is so rt cou ld  
be construed  as an ‘ invasion o f  p riv a c y ’ 
as w ell as having possible p o lit ic a l o ver­
tones. It  w o u ld  seem h o w ever th a t  
p o litic a l o vertones are a lread y  em b o d ied  
in the  N a tio n a l S uper rules by v irtu e  
o f  the p reven tio n  o f  access to  
in fo rm a tio n  w h ich , in this case, is o f  
p u b lic  concern .

I t  is perhaps w o rth  n o tin g  w ith  regard  
to  ava ilab le  in fo rm a tio n  as to  w h o  gets 
w h a t, th a t no statistics have been k e p t  
on incom es, inasm uch as th e y  re la te  to  
age groups, since N a tio n a l to o k  o ff ic e  
in 1 9 7 5 . T h e  m ost recen t statistics  
availab le  are fo r  the 1 9 7 3 -7 4  p erio d .

O ne t il in g  th a t is p u b lic  know led g e  
th o u g h , is th a t th ere  are a t present fo u r  
cab in e t m in isters w h o  are receiv ing  
N a tio n a l S u p e ra n n u a tio n . T h e y  are 
D uncan  M a c In ty re  (6 3 ) ,  F ra n k  G ill (6 1 ) ,
Bill Y o u n g  (6 5 )  and A lan  H ig h e t ( 6 6 ).
In N o vem b er th is  year Lance A dam s- 
S chneider w ill becom e e lig ib le  fo r  Super 
and in o n ly  tw o  years tim e  b o th  the  
Prim e M in is te r M r M u ld o o n  and  D e p u ty  
Prim e M in is te r B rian T a lb o y s  w ill 
becom e e lig ib le  fo r  N a tio n a l Super.

T h e  fa rc ica l e x trem es  to  w h ich  
N a tio n a l S u p eran n u a tio n  goes is c learly  
illu s tra ted  by th e  fa c t th a t the  cab inet  
m inisters receive salaries o f  $ 3 1 ,3 6 5  a 
year (soon to  increase to  over $36,000) 
and the Prim e M in is te r $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  a year 
(soon to  be raised to  $ 5 2 ,0 0 0 )  plus 
ta x -fre e  expense a llow ances. O n  to p  o f  
all th is th e y  receive an o th e r $ 5 ,8 5 0  
fro m  N a tio n a l Super.

O ne ray o f  hope fo r  change has 
re cen tly  em erged, how ever, fro m  the  
o p p o s itio n  L ab o u r P arty . L a b o u r MPs 
Roger Douglas and W h ctu  T irak 'a tcn e- 
S ullivan  am ong  o thers  have been  
c o n s ta n tly  a tta c k in g  the  G o v t on  
anom alies and in justices o f  N a tio n a l 
Super, as th e y  see it. T o  o p p o n en ts  o f  
the present schem e this is a w e lco m e  
change in a tt itu d e  by  the L a b o u r P arty .
U n til re c e n tly , th e y  had su p p o rted  the  
schem e, recognising it  as a b u ilt  in fa c t  
o f  the e c o n o m y . Perhaps w ith  this  
change o f  h eart the  c o u n try  m ig h t ex p e c t  
to  see a new  p o lic y  em erge and  one  
w hich  w ill be m uch less d em an d in g  o f  
o u r lim ite d  resources and one w h ic h ,w ill 
provide greater social justice.

B .T . H icks
C am paign  to  A m e n d  N a tio n a l 
S u p eran n u a tio n  (C A N S )
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A D S H E F R E F E R E N D U M

W A N T  T O  G IV E  E D U C A T IO N  A W A Y  ? 
T h e n  give i t  to  som eone w h o  needs it . 
G ive $1 to
A U C K L A N D  U N IV E R S IT Y  S T U D E N T S  
R E F U G E E  E D U C A T IO N  F U N D

N ew  Z e a la n d ’s record  fo r  h e lp ing  
refugees m ay n o t be the  best in th e  w o rld , 
b u t i t ’s a long w ay  fro m  being the  
w orst. A fte r  1 9 4 5 , people fro m  the  
bom bed  o u t ru in  th a t had been E urope  
cam e to  N e w  Zealand to  f in d  a new  life . 
C o n d itio n s  w ere o fte n  less th an  p erfec t

ftf ie ip w a n te a
lives again. T h a t  chance is s o m eth in g  

: th a t this c o u n try  has o ffe re d  to  m any  
fro m  around  the  w o rld . A  re fugee is 

; som eone w h o  seeks a refuge, a place o f  
i safe ty  and c o m fo r t. A  refugee is a 
: refugee because o f  th e  s itu a tio n  he or 
she is in , n o t because o f  any p a rtic u la r  
v irtu e  th e y  m ay possess. W hen one hears 
the phrase, ‘the  deserving p o o r ’, one is 

: led to  assume th a t there  exists an o th e r  
group , p resum ab ly  the undeserving poor. 

>Wc ou g h t to  th in k  th a t w ha tever else a 
: poor person deserves, he o r she deserves 
the help  o f  those w h o  are less p o o r.x

This issue is raised because the reasons 
: w h y  a refugee becom es a refugee are 
d rre levan t. T o  uSe the  recent tra g ic  
fro m  V ie tn a m  as a case in p o in t, 
fa ir ly  safe to  assume th a t th e y  ar̂  
g u ilty  o f  som eth ing . M an y  are 

: b e in g ,an ti-co m m u n is t, m any  ap 
o f  being w ell to  the p o litica l

A n d erso n . S om e are g u ilty  o f  being  
Chinese and m any  are g u ilty  o f  being th e  
in fa n t c h ild ren  o f  an yo n e , o r  o f  no-one  
in p a rtic u la r. A p a r t  fro m  being  g u ilty , 
th e y  are in need and we are in a p os ition  
to  serve th a t  need.

T h e ir  g u ilt  has a lread y  been punished  
severely and th e ir  p u n ish m en t m ay end  
by exceed in g  th e ir  crim es. I f  w e  decide  
to  be g u ilty , g u ilty  o f  re fusing to  help  
the  refugees, o r o f  just ignorin g  th em  
and w ish ing  th e y  w o u ld  f lo a t  aw ay , we

m ore g u ilty  than  an y  boatloa. 
refugees co u ld  ever be.

Y e s te rd a y ’s refugees w ere  fro m  
Poland 1 fro m  C zech o s lak iaa , fro m  
H u n g ary  and fro n i.^ h .ile , T o d a y ’s 
refugees are fro m  S |p |h  East A sia. T h e  
o n l ^ B ^ t o  to m o r ro w ’s

icy \ |} j l  ex is t. In e v ita b ly , 
o f  g reat g overnm ents  

ije c t ibne o r  a n o th er  
m arf |e ib g s . I t  m ay  
c ted , o r  a class, o r a 

t  as id e , S ooner  
?£>sfass o r  

ip ';h is to ry .

E d u catio n  is u n d e r th re a t in th is  
c o u n try . A ll levels o f  S ta te  e d u c a tio n  
are m enaced b y  p o litic ian s , g reedy  and  
self-in teres ted . E d u c a tio n  is a good  
target, its p ro d u c t is in tan g ib le  and, 
b e tte r s till, i t  w ie lds  l i t t le  p o lit ic a l c lo u t  
so th e  cuts w o n ’t  cause to o  m uch  fuss. 
W e ’d like  to  prove th e  g o v e rn m e n t w rong  
on the  last c o u n t. W e have been m ak in g  
q u ite  a lo t  o f  fuss. S tuden ts  fro m  all o u r  
U niversities have m arched and  
d em o n stra ted  against the  cuts and th e

usual Kind o f protes 
number of things £$i

1. It  h e lp s ,p e g | 
w o r ld ’s

)ecause it  does a 
je o u s ly .

o u t the

m  she 
Z ea ia ft 
th a t  w$($$

3.

I p  v
pose o f  this fu ^ d , a 
I t  is?lo ‘ ‘ " * 
wi cap .trib ^ |e

T h e  fc fp fm d p m  h d ^ c v e f^ ,  
the w o rth  o f  t h e ^ u h ^ ^ u f ^ W l  

; i On fro  m $ |t  u :- o ^ o c  i^tf c
; speeifi c a lf f  pw© d o 11 | f  s 
! ra iscd .:i| .

"This is a T

1) It  w o u ld  be a mis-usc o f  the  A ssociat­
io n ’s m o n ey . T h e  A s s o c ia tio n ’s incom e  
is fro m  fees levied on  all s tudents to  pay  
for s tu d en t fa c ilitie s  on cam pus. I t  is sim ­
p ly  im p ro p er to  use these funds fo r  o th e r  
purposes, how ever w o rth y .

2) It  w o u ld  be im p ro p e r to  fo rce  students  
to  suppo rt a cause th a t som e m ay oppose. 
Fees are levied c o m p u ls o rily , and th ere  
m ay w ell be som e students w h o  fo r  one  
reason o r an o th e r do n o t wish to  su p p o rt 
this c h a rity . W h y  should th ey  be fo rced  
to  do so? Those w h o  wish to  m ake d o n a t­
ions arc o f  course q u ite  free to  d o  so, and  
th a t is h o w  it should  stay.

3) T h e  proposal in the re fe re n d u m  is c o m ­
p le te ly  open ended — w h ile  vo tin g  on it 
students do  n o t k n o w  the  sum  o f  m oney  
involved. It  m ay tu rn  o u t to  be very sm all, 
and o f  no great m o m e n t c ith e r to  the As­
sociation  o r to  the V ie tn am ese  refugees.
On the o th e r hand it  m ay be very large — 
i f  the organisers achieve th e ir  stated a im  o f  
o b ta in in g  $1 fro m  each s tu d en t receiv ing a 
bursary th ey  w ill raise ab o u t $ 6 0 0 0 , and  
the Association w ill be ob liged  to  pay o u t  
$ 1 2 ,0 0 0 . I personally  shall c o n tr ib u te  $5  
to  the  fu n d . I f  everyone else on the  cam ­
pus d id  likew ise  the A ssociation w o u ld  
have to  pay o u t $ 1 4 0 ,0 0 0  w hich  is well
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oneTn th e  o V ^ fiill schem e o f  6 
n ts o f  ,Autfcfan'd U n iVe rs i t ip  

t ^ s s ^ . t l h e  Vietri«fô§j 
w m p i e  b e tte r  te fe t1 

iri;.the§
T k®  • h? V ie tn a m  i

15 -x fe a s o ri& f
-  - -a m o u n t an v :t

:: ~  ‘ :vv"
^  A ssociatio n  d m p t y  does n o t  

xl'Tf^OOO spare to  m atch  th a t. T h e  
to e  sheet fo r  the  y e a r ended  31 D e c ^ |||f  
er fast show ed a to ta l tiqu id  assets 

s ile s s  th an  :| i2 0 0 0 , w ith  a loan o u t  to  tfr£%
R ugby C lu b  (w h ic h  has Since been repaid )  
o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 . T h e  b u d g e t fo r  the c u rre n t  
year shows a d e fic it  o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 , and a 
s im ila r f ig u re  is c o n te m p la te d  in 1 9 8 0 . ^ x ; * ' - '

on  a shoe-string in an e f fo r t  to  keep fees 
d o w n  fo r  as long as possible (th e y  are  
alread y  over $ 5 0  e lsew here in the  c o u n try ) .
A n  u n b u d g e tte d  ite m  o f  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  w o u ld  
s im p ly  hasten the  d a y  th a t  fees m ust rise, 
and perhaps fo rc e  the selling o f  an asset 
such as one o f  o u r houses. W o u ld  th a t  be 
a p ro p e r use o f  funds, to  sell a house  
o ccup ied  b y  fo u r  o r five  students to  m ake  
th is d onation?

5) I f  the  A ssociatio n  d id  have $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  to  
spare it  should  be used fo r  p ro v id in g  som e­
th in g  fo r  s tudents — reducing  fees by $ 1 , 
d o u b lin g  c lu b  grants, subsiding charges in 
the R ecreatio n  C e n tre  and the  Creche, 
keeping the  c u rre n t C afe price reductio ns  
on fo r  the  firs t te rm  n e x t year — an y  o f  
these cou ld  be done fo r  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0 , and any  
w o u ld  be a b e tte r  use o f  s tu d en t m o n ey .

6 ) T h e  proposed E d u ca tio n  T ru s t is n o t  
the best w ay o f  h e lp in g  the V ie tn am ese  
refugees. Those w h o  are selected fo r  e n try  
in to  N ew  Zealand  seem genera lly  to  com e  
fro m  th e  educated  classes, and as refugees  
accepted fo r  p e rm a n e n t residence th ey  
w ill be e n tit le d  to  all the n o rm al bursary  
assistance, in ad eq u ate  as th a t m ay be.
Th is  is n o t a reason fo r  opposing  the T ru s t  
— it w ill have a job to  do  — b u t it  is a m inor.

W H A T  W I L L  IT  D O  W IT H  T H E  M O N E Y?
In te re s t f ro m  th e  Fund  w ill be used 

to  h e lp  pay expenses fo r  refugees and  
th e ir  ch ild ren  a t all levels o f  S ta te  
E d u ca tio n  in N e w  Z ea land .

W H E R E  W IL L  IT  G E T  T H E  M O N E Y  
IN  T H E  F IR S T  P L A C E ?

T h is  W ednesday and T h u rs d a y , w hile  
y o u r  bursary is s till b u rn in g  a h o le  in 
y o u r p o c k e t,th e re  w ill be c o lle c tio n  
po in ts  all o ver cam pus asking A L L

te  F u n d , those o f  y o u  th a t get the 
bursary- th is  rej5ir'ê$ent^.!.qss th an  one half 
o f  one per c e n t  o f  th e  cidCfue yo u  receive. 
F o r those o f  y o u  th a t  d o d T  get the  STB, 
ju s t th in k  a b o u t h-oW m u ch  y o u r  gesture 
m ig h t h e lp  a refugee to  take  advantage o f 
w h a t m o s t N e w  Z ea landers  th in k  o f  as a 
rig h t a h  e d u c a tio n .

Y o u  w ill a1$o be asked to  vo te  Y E S  
ip  a re fe re n d u m  au th o ris in g  A U S A  to

t W O  O O L L A R S  fo r  every one 
t^ O h -.d a m p d s .

N J  U C A T IO  N A W A Y  ?
g iv & ft io ls o m e o n e  w h o  needs it.
^ « D Q U - A R t o

N | v  e  R S IT  Y
x c x c « « .~ w " - E E  E D U C A T IO N
M M p .

M d S th fc r e fe  r e n d u m  
^ | 0 t|^ ^ V o u  give w ill be matched  

"••from  A U S A .
I p l l f f

H i
\

m eans s u p p o rt th e  appeal fo r  
,s I ’ve n o ted  above I ce rta in ly  

£d.on’t  vo te  to  spend reserves 
! l | ) r - ::the  b e n e fit  o f  all students. 

I f  yÔq: w a n t the a m o u n t raised by the 
T ru s t to  be tr ip le d  as the re fe re n d u m  pro­
poses the  answ er is easy — s im p ly  donate  
th ree  tfm esjiw hat y o u  had in m in d .
T ’& o te  ‘ f ib ’.

Marion Adams
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Henry Grimshaw at the Bank of 
New Zealand is always willing to talk 
to you about your financial problems. 
He knows it’s tough for a student to 
make ends meet these days. If you’ve 
got a special financial problem call into 
our campus office and arrange a time 
for a chat.
You’ll find an understanding attitude 
backed by solid, practical help and

advice. You might be surprised at just 
how much we can do for you. Advice is 
free at the Bank of New Zealand. So, if 
there’s a financial problem worrying 
you talk it over with us.
We’ll do our best to help.

Ask for Henry Grimshaw,
University of Auckland Branch 
Phone: 774-024

005  Bank of New Zealand
Here when you need us - on campus

START YOUR SAVINGS WTTH 
COUNTRYWDE.

8 % per annum interest calculated daily!

C O U N T R Y /W ID E
PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY

1 st Floor Society House, 2 8 0  Queen St, 
(just down from Wellesley Street) Phone 3 1 -1 5 9 .

I fo r
lin ly
erves
:udents.
by the
jm  pro-
donate

PM Manning Band
in concert

with Rick Steele and the Hot biscuit band

Cafeteria 
Tuesday 1 8  Sept 
8 pm

$ 2 - 5 0  students 
$ 5  public
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Craccum received the following 
article from Phil O’Carroll, one of 
the Directors o f the Fitzherbert 
Community School in Melbourne. 
What he has to say about the way in 
which we educate kids is interesting 
to say the least......

1. G IV E  M E  A  C H IL D  U N T IL  H E ’S 1 2 ...
W hen th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  calls the  

w o r ld ’s a tte n tio n  to  an area o f  h u m an  
need, th e  w h ite  w o rld  usually  sm ugly  
pities th e  co lo red  w o rld . B u t in th e  Y ea r  
o f  the  C h ild , we have n o th in g  to  be sm ug  
a b o u t. W e have perhaps th e  m ost 
m iserable c h ild h o o d  in th e  h is to ry  o f  the  
h um an race. W e are n o t gen era lly  
conscious o f  th is because o u r ch ild re n  
are lo cked  aw ay  fo r  1 0  years o f  c h ild ­
hood in day-prisons w here  feelings are  
n o t p e rm itte d . W e have l i t t le  t im e  fo r  
o u r kids. W e are to o  busy. W e fo rg e t ou r  
o w n  p a in fu l ch ild h o o d s . W e c a n ’t  bear 
to  fee l o u r  c h ild re n ; and the  n e x t  
genera tio n  needs even m ore tranqu ilisers , 
a lco h o l, a r t if ic ia l s tim u la tio n , professional 
help , m enta l and physical hospita ls  and
ja i ls ......m ore  props fo r  an ever w eaker
specim en o f  h u m a n ity .

V ie tn a m  b eat A m e ric a  because we are 
w eaker. W e d o  n o t have th e  in s tin c t, 
in it ia tiv e , se lf-co n fid en ce , 1 st-hand  
exp erien ce , se lf-m an agem ent, life  
m o tiv a tio n , sen s itiv ity  to  each o th e r, 
a b ility  to  w o rk , f ig h t o r live to g e th e r  
w ith o u t  being to ld  w h a t to  d o . O u r  w o rld  
is ree ling  w ith  p rob lem s. A n d  th ere  are 
p le n ty  o f  good so lu tions. B u t th e re  are  
to o  fe w  p eop le  to  ca rry  th e m  o u t - to o  
fe w  caring, c o n fid e n t, a u to n o m o u s  adults . 
W e have becom e a n a tio n  o f  zom b ies . 
W hen som eone cries, we try  to  sh u t th em  
up. T h e  s to ry  o f  th e  Brave N e w  W o rld , 
the  p ro p h e tic  b o o k  by A ld o u s  H u x le y , 
has com e tru e . People are s trip p ed  by  
ch ild h o o d  c o n d itio n in g  o f  th e ir  na tura l 
feelings, th e ir  na tu ra l strengths, and  
th e ir natura l w isdom  o r instincts . T h is  is 
n o t o ff ic ia l g o vern m en t p o lic y , b u t as 
Ivan lllich  has p o in ted  o u t to  th e  w o rld , 
its all on the h id d en  c u rric u lu m .

2 . T H E  H ID D E N  C U R R IC U L U M
W e p eop le  o f  m odern  w estern  society  

are a p a th e tic , lik e  c h ild re n  in schools.
W e w a it to  be to ld  w h a t to  d o , like  
ch ild ren  in schools. W e accept w ith o u t  
critic ism  w h atever is im posed by w h o ­
ever arc labelled  as p ro p er a u th o ritie s , like  
c h ild ren  in schools. T h e  a u th o ritie s  are  
n o t answ erab le  because th e y  in  tu rn  are 
o n ly  do in g  th e ir  jo b , again as in schools. 
W e ignore o u r feelings, o u r fam ilies , o u r  
friends, w o rk in g  s tead ily  aw ay  to  m ake a 
good ‘fu tu r e ’ - like  ch ild ren  in school.
W e try  to  bea t each o th e r, n o t to  get 
w ith  each o th e r - like  ch ild re n  in schools. 
We live o u t  o u r a d u lt lives lik e  school- 
ch ild ren , because we spent o u r  ch ild h o o d  
a t school.

W e d evote  a lo t o f  a tte n tio n  to  ad u lt  
p o litics  .try ing  to  m ake a b e tte r  w o rld .
B u t every re fo rm  is fu rs tra tc d  o r p e rv e rt­
ed. T h e  q u a lity  o f  life  is n o t im p ro ved , 
because the  people  are th e  sam e. W h at  
changes people ? W ell, any  o n e  a d u lt  can 
recuperate  fro m  th e ir  c h ild h o o d  if  th e y  
are ded ica ted  enough and go th rough  
s u ffic ie n t personal to rm e n t. B u t the  
p o p u la tio n  g enera lly  w ill behave accord ­
ing to  th e ir u p b ring ing . T h e  greatest 
p o w er over h um an life  is p a re n t p ow er. 
H o w  you. raise a person has a m ore  
p o te n t e ffe c t on th e ir  a b ility  to  achieve  
happiness th an  any o th e r in flu e n c e  o r  
circu m stance. B u t up  to  n o w  w e have 
thoughtless ly  surrendered  th is  p o w er  
and n atu ra l d u ty  o ver to  schools.

C h ild ren  are fas t going o u t o f  fash ion . 
W e have to  reverse th a t  tren d  i f  there  is 
to  be any hope fo r  the fu tu re . A t  present 
one hesitates to  bring  c h ild ren  in to  the

co m p a n y  o f  m an y  adults . A d u lt  life , 
a d u lt  w o rk , p lay , and in tim a te  life  
exc lu d e  c h ild ren . In present so c ie ty , i f  
an a d u lt  d oesn ’t  w a n t ch ild re n  a ro u n d , 
the  c h ild -m in d e r is exp ec ted  to  take  th em  
aw ay. C ustom s m ust change: f ro m  n o w  
on, le t the  a d u lt  w h o  c a n ’t  face  ch ild ren  
go and h ide  his o r her face. W e have to  
bring  c h ild ren  back in to  o u r lives to  give 
th e m  f irs t o f  all a d ecen t c h ild h o o d , o f  
real in v o lv e m e n t w ith  real peo p le ; and  
second ly , to  enable th e m  to  learn the  
ropes o f  liv in g  b y  being in vo lved  in i t  - 
as n a tu re  in te n d e d . W h a t we d o  a t present 
is b arbaric . W e s trip  th e  ch ild  o f  his 
n atu ra l pow ers by  th e  deadening  
process o f  schooling, and th en  th ru s t h im  
ig n o ran t in to  a cruel and ever m ore  
d em an d in g  a d u lt  w o rld . W h ite  teenage - 
th e  tra n s itio n  f ro m  school to  w o rld  - is the  
m ost b ru ta l in it ia t io n  in th e  h u m an  race. 
M a n y  p eop le  never recover f ro m  schooling  
and those th a t  d o  revive them selves, o n ly  
d o  so p a rtia lly . F o r so long n o w , w e have 
had universal schooling , we and o u r  
parents are p ro d u cts  o f  it , th a t  w e are 
fas t losing sight o f  n a tu ra l m an. S ch o o l­
teachers are req u ired  to  behave like  
m indless, heartless bureaucrats . T h e  
c h ild ren  are fo rced  to  behave likew ise .
W e have becom e a w h o le  race o f  heartless, 
m indless, bureaucrats: n o b o d y  is 
responsib le fo r  a n y th in g  : e ve ryo n e  is 
‘o n ly  d o in g  th e ir  jo b ’.

3 . C H A N G E  W IT H IN  T H E  S Y S T E M  ?
S om e brave y o u n g  teachers t ry  to  

change w h a t is h appen ing  to  th e  c h ild ren  
by w o rk in g  ‘w ith in  th e  s ys tem ’. B u t it  
takes o n ly  a year o r tw o  b e fo re  th e y  are  
b u rn t o u t, having  achieved v ir tu a lly  
n o th in g . E d u ca tio n  D e p a rtm e n t people  
are b r ill ia n t  a t k illin g  a n y th in g  th a t  
moves w ith o u t f ir in g  a shot. T h a t  a fte r  all 
is the  p r im a ry  business o f  the  school 
classroom . M a g n ific e n t a rgum ents  fo r  
changes to  schooling  are s im p ly  digested  
by a passive bureaucracy  - and have been  
fo r  decades. T h e  regulations d o n ’t a llo w  
the  g ro w in g  o f  live kids. F u rth e rm o re  the  
e d u ca tio n  system  c a n n o t change to  save 
itself. So, i f  we arc d ep e n d e n t on it  fo r  a 
new  k in d  o f  ch ild  w h o  can m anage  
to m o r ro w ’s w o rld , we are sunk. 
‘ E d u c a tio n ’ d e p a rtm e n t is a b it  o f  a 
m isnom er, since m ost v ita l learn in g  is 
system atica lly  k ep t o u t o f  schools. It  
w o u ld  be m ore  tru e  to  call it  th e  G ro w th -  
P reven tion  D e p a rtm e n t. W h y  can ’t  the  
ed u ca tio n  system  change to  save its e lf ? 
Because i t ’s n o t rea lly  the  ed u ca tio n  
system . I t ’s a ru le -b o u n d  system  w ith  
captive  v ic tim s, re q u irin g  o f  its s ta ff  no

personal re s p o n s ib ility  and no hu m an  
feelings - in fa c t  sy s te m a tic a lly  a t w ar  
w ith  these q u a lities . I t  a ttrac ts  deadheads, 
w h o  have d if f ic u lty  w ith  tw o -w a y  
re la ting . T h e  c o m p u ls o ry  schoo lin g  
system  was created  to  p repare  c h ild ren  
fo r  th e  w o rk fo rc e , to  be good em ployees, 
even i f  every o th e r aspect o f  life  is 
m arred .

T h e  sort o f  peop le  w h o  w ill disregard  
the  present and fu tu re  happiness o f  c h ild ­
ren and regard th e m  m ere ly  as jo b -  
fo d d e r, these are th e  types w h o  prosper 
in and m anage th e  e d u ca tio n  system . I f  
you  gather a t ra n d o m  a thousand  
E d u catio n  D e p a rtm e n t o ffice rs  and  
com pare  th e m  w ith  a thousand  people  
chosen a t ran d o m , yo u  w ill observe th a t  a 
rem arkab le  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  deadheads is 
in charge o f  o u r  c h ild re n . T h e  best 
produ cts  o f  school, those w h o  pass on  the  
o ffic ia l c u rr ic u lu m  as w ell as th e  h idden  
c u rric u lu m  — th a t  is those w h o  lose 
th e ir  a u to n o m y , th e ir  feelings, and th e ir  
re s p o n s ib ility -fo r-s e lf — these people  take  
over the  e d u ca tio n  system  in th e ir  tu rn . 
O u r ‘ed u c a to rs ’ are like  in te lle c tu a l 
prison-w arders.

T h e  so lu tio n  is n o t in th e  a r t if ic ia l, tax  
created , haven fo r  deadheads, b u t  back  
in th e  n atu ra l c o m m u n ity . N o t  all schools 
called c o m m u n ity  schools are in fa c t  
based in th e  c o m m u n ity . Part o f  the  
E d u catio n  D e p a r tm e n t’s jo b  is to  take  
over every good w o rd  and co n cep t, w a te r  
th em  d o w n  to  n o th in g , and thus q u ie ten  
p u b lic  unrest w ith o u t  real change. A lso , 
som e ‘a lte rn a tiv e ’ schools are ju s t n o rm al 
a u th o rita r ia n  schools w ith  p in k  icing; 
instead o f  y e llin g  a t a k id , yo u  say 
s o ftly  ‘n o w  yo u  d o n 't  really th in k  I ’m a 
skunk do  y o u  etc  ad n au seu m ’. T h is  is 
stee l-fis t-in -ve lvet-g love s tu ff  and is worse  
than  the e x p lic it  w h a t-y o u -k id s -th in k -  
doesn’t-c o u n t approach , because the  
ch ild ren  c a n ’t  even recognise th e  p o w er  
structu re . T h e  p o w er s tru c tu re  is a lw ays  
and everyw h ere  th a t  th e  adu lts  decide the  
c h ild ’s lifes ty le , even th e  m ost 
‘perm issive’ adu lts . T h e  im p o rta n t  
d iffe ren ce  am ongst adu lts  is w h e th e r you  
tre a t c h ild re n  as people  w ith  m inds and  
hearts o r  ju st as dogs — w h e th e r w o rk in g  
or pedigree. I f  y o u  tre a t th e m  as people  
you  te ll th e m  w h a t y o u ’re d o ing  and . 
show  th em  w h a t y o u ’re fe e lin g  : yo u  
d o n ’t  conceal y o u r  m oves, y o u  d o n ’t  
h u m o r th em .

4 . L IT T L E  P E O P L E  B E L O N G  W IT H
B IG  P E O P L E
T h e  fu tu re , i f  we have one, lies in 

bringing th e  c h ild re n  back in to  o u r lives 
and back in to  th e  real c o m m u n ity , back  
in to  life  w ith  all its skills, re la tionsh ips, 
co m m u n ica tio n s , re levan t facts, feelings, 
self go vern m en t, c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith o u t  
supervision, w o rk in g  u n d er d iffe re n t  
regimes o f  supervision etc . H o w  can this  
be done ? W e a t F itz ro y  C o m m u n ity  
School have done it . W ith  2 0  c h ild re n , 
m an y o f  th e m  rejects f ro m  n o rm al 
schooling, we have m a in ta in e d  fo r  3 years  
a c o m m u n ity  o f  people  o f  d iffe re n t  
personalities, ab ilities , w alks o f  life , and  
ages ranging fro m  0  to  9 0 . N o  one is paid  
a salary. T h e  ru n n in g  o f  the  c o m m u n ity  
costs each p a re n t $ 2 5 0 . I f  th e  g o vern m en t  
fo rk e d  o u t th e  fa ir  share o f  th e  ta x  m o n ey  
fo r  2 0  kids, m ayb e  i t  w o u ld n ’t  cost us 
an y th in g . B u t d o n ’t  th in k  its a school fo r  
rich people. Several o f  the  parents are on  
pensions, som e are schoolteachers w h o  
w o rk  in the system  b u t w o u ld n ’t  send 
th e ir ch ild ren  there , o thers  are artists, 
fa c to ry  w orkers , o ff ic e  w o rkers , sales & 
small business. H o p in g  to  give o u r c h ild ren  
the chance o f  g ro w in g  up  in ta c t, we have 
ignored the  ‘e d u c a tio n ’ laws, g o t person­
a lly  involved w ith  the  c h ild re n  and th e ir  
‘p ro b lem s’, w o rk e d  o u t  h o w  to  fu n c tio n  
h a rm o n io u s ly  as a c o m m u n ity , and have 
en jo yed  w ith  o u t  ch ild ren  fo r  th e  past 
three years a k in d  o f  d a ily  h om eschoo l, 
a k ind  o f  e x te n d e d  fa m ily , a k in d  o f  
c o m m u n ity  liv ing  th a t  has en ab led  the  
ch ild ren  to  g ro w  so c ia lly , e m o tio n a lly , 
to  o u r surprise a c a d em ica lly , b eyo n d  
norm al exp ec ta tio n s .

Y o u  m ay feel despairing a b o u t y o u r  
chances o f  g e ttin g  a c o m m u n ity  p ro jec t  
going, especially  i f  yo u  have had the  
c o m m o n  exp erien ce  o f  c o m m u n ity  groups 
b reak in g  d o w n  th ro u g h  se lf-d estru ctive  in­
fig h tin g . T h e  in a b il ity  o f  people  to  w o rk  
to g e th e r v o lu n ta r ily  is a n o th e r legacy  
o f  o u r sch o o l-ch ild h o o d . B u t we have  
fo u n d  a system  o f  w o rk in g  to g e th e r th a t 
w orks.

T h e re  are 3 m a jo r p ro b lem s th a t  must 
be o verco m e in setting  up a c o m m u n ity  
school - all o f  w h ich  are p u re ly  conceptual 
p rob lem s arising fro m  o u r h id d en  
c u rric u lu m , b u t w h ich  9 9  tim es o u t  o f  a 
1 0 0  w ill k ill a c o m m u n ity  p ro je c t. T h e  
prob lem s are g o v e rn m e n t regulations, 
a d u lt-a d u lt  c o -o p e ra tio n , and p ro b lem  
c h ild ren . S u p ers titio n  a b o u t regu lations  
has p revented  thousands o f  peop le  fro m  
do ing  good things th a t  w o u ld  have worked  
i f  th e y  had been trie d . In  school, 
regu lations are u n q u es tio n ab le . M ost 
people  ca rry  th is  unspoken scrip t  
th ro u g h o u t th e ir  lives. 9  o u t  o f  1 0  parent 
groups f lo u n d e r in th e ir  resolve w hen  
th e y  discover w h a t regu lations th e  
g o v e rn m e n t has la id  in th e  w ay  o f  th e ir  
schemes. N o w , these o b s tru c tive  regulat­
ions are w ro n g  fo r  th e  s im ple reason th a t  
th e y  o verrid e  p aren ts ’ rights. Parents  
rights are n a tu ra l rights: bureaucra'cy does 
n o t have th e  rig h t to  o verru le  th is; i t ’s an 
exercise in b lu ff . U n d e r these co n d itio n s  
yo u  have n o th in g  to  fe a r b u t fea r itse lf.

5 . G E T T IN G  IT  T O G E T H E R
T h e n  yo u  get to g e th e r, ch ild ren  and  

adults . Y o u  w ill be d e lig h ted  to  f in d  o u t  
h o w  easy i t  is and h o w  w ell i t  w o rks  to  
have a spread o f  ages w here  e v e ry b o d y  
m atters , e v e ry b o d y  has u n iq u e  g ifts  and  
u n iq u e  needs. I t  is a cruel fe a tu re  o f  
n o rm a l schooling  th a t  ch ild ren  o f  the  
same age are lu m p ed  to g e th er, w ith  much 
th e  sam e skills  to  show  and m uch th e  
same needs. T h e y  are all c o m p e tin g  fo r  
re c o g n itio n ; b u t th e y  are all s tarved. So 
fa r  so good. B u t soon y o u ’ll com e across 
the  second b arrie r; a d u lt-a d u lt  w arfa re  
w ill b reak  o u t  over som e issue: w h a t sort 
o f  fo o d  is to  be fed  to  the  ch ild re n , are  
th e y  to  be h it , are an y  classes to  be 
c o m p u ls o ry , can re lig ion  be ta u g h t, can
m artia l arts be ta u g h t ......? A n y  o f  these
issues can d estro y  the  c o m m u n ity  by  
unhea lab le  d iv is ion , e v e ry b o d y  n a tu ra lly  
stick in g  to  w h a t th e y  believe in . T h e  
h id d en  c u rric u lu m  we g ro w  up w ith  
exclu des th e  a rt  o f  unsupervised  
v o lu n ta ry  group c o -o p e ra tio n , and as a 
resu lt w e as sm all groups tend  to  be 
se lf-d estru ctive . T h e re  is a c o n tra d ic tio n  
in o u r  schoo lin g  w h ich  sets us up  fo r  
fa ilu re  in sm all group survival. O n  th e  one 
hand  we are ta u g h t th a t  democracy is 
sacred. O n  th e  o th e r  hand, school is a 
to ta lly  u n d e m o c ra tic  in s titu tio n . So we  
g row  up  w ith  the  word, b u t w ith o u t  the  
know-how. People get to g e th er in sm all 
groups, set up  a d e m o c ra tic  v o tin g  

* s tru c tu re  to  govern each o th e r  b y , and  
b lo w  them selves a p a r t ! H o w  do you  feel 
w hen  y o u r frien d s  gang up and vo te  
against yo u  ? A fte r  a fe w  issues, 
e v e ry b o d y  has had th e  exp erien ce  o f  
being vo ted  against by the  faceless 
co n g lo m era te  o f  ‘f r ie n d s ’, and n o b o d y  
w ants to  p lay  an y  m ore . T h e re  are  
tensions, fac tio n s , and resen tm en t; and  
peop le  are s im p ly  dem oralised  w hen  
th e ir  personal v o lu n ta ry  c o n tr ib u tio n s  
are appraised , censured, o r m o n ito re d  by  
th is  m in ia tu re  b u reau cracy . D e m o c ra c y  
d oesn ’t  w o rk  in sm all p ersona lly -in vo lved  
groups. Its n o t n a tu ra l there . T h is  to y -  
g o v e rn m e n t syn d ro m e  accounts fo r  the  
dem ise o f  9  o u t  o f  1 0  c o m m u n ity  
pro jects . Y o u ’ve g o t to  have a system  
w h ich  a llow s e v e ry b o d y  to  be them selves, 
to  give o f  them selves, to  p lay  th e ir  
chosen parts. I f  yo u  d o n ’t  le t th is  happen, 
th e  p ro je c t w ill d ie a n y w a y , fo r  lack  o f  
peop le -energy . A f te r  som e years in 
d iffe re n t  c o m m u n ity  p ro jects , we f in a lly  
evolved th e  fo llo w in g  system  o f  ru n n in g  
a c o m m u n ity  g ro u p , a system  w h ich  has 
w o rk e d  m a g n ific e n tly .

P A G E  1 0  C R A C C U M  S E P T E M B E R  1 0
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6. A  L I V I N G  C O M M U N IT Y
F irst th e re  is no g o vern m en t, no  

voting, no d irectives  passed d o w n  fro m  
the group  to  the  in d iv id u a l. S eco n d ly , 
any a d u lt  m ay w o rk  w ith  ch ild re n  in 
any w ay  th ey  see f i t .  T h is  w ay  the  
children g o t to  k n o w  th e  real a d u lt  and  
the a d u lt  feels safe to  give them selves  
w h olehearted ly . T h ird ly , any person  
may c o m m e n t o r critic ise  o r q uestio n  o r  
discuss o r suggest any p ractice  o r  b e lie f  
with any o th e r  person. T h is  person-to - 
person system  o f  fe e d b ack  e lim in a tes  
petty c ritic is m  and d ir ty  group dynam ics.
If you  present these n o -g o vern m en t rules  
as b u ilt - in  po lic ies fro m  the  v e ry  s tart, 
you w ill f in d  th a t  th e  l i t t le  H itle rs  and 
those w h o  w ere going to  use th e  school 
as an a d u lt-a d u lt  b o x in g  ring, w ill go 
.elsewhere to  m ee t th e ir  needs.

S om etim es  o f  course y o u  end up  w ith  
one o f  those u n fo rtu n a te s  w ho  can ’t  bear 
the h a rm o n y , and is h e ll-b e n t on  b reak in g  
up the c o m m u n ity . I f  no one has 
suffic ien t c o m m u n ic a tio n  p ow ers  to  get 
through to  this person, th e y  m ust be 
asked to  leave. S om eon e  has to  do  this. I f  
its up to  a c o m m itte e , again divisions  
and s trife  w ill b reak up the  school and  
the destructive  one w ill have succeeded.
So som e one has to  have the guts to  do  
it. W h o  ? W e ll, to  cope w ith  th is , the  
group has to  nam e som eone th e y  see as 
the n a tu ra l leader in the  g roup , to  be the  
elder fo r  such occasions. T h is  system  
allows m a x im u m  fre e d o m  as w ell as 
survival. Its a k in d  o f  tr ib a l system .
People fre e ly  c o n tr ib u te  in th e ir  o w n  
ways, th e re  is no oppressive d a y -to -d a y  
supervision, and i f  th ere  is an irreso lvab le  
co n flic t th a t  th reaten s the  ex is tence  o f  
the w h o le  c o m m u n ity , the  e ld e r o r pa ir  
of elders s im p ly  banishes th a t  person - 
who can th en  s ta rt o r jo in  a n o th e r group  
if th ey  w ish. M an y  people  are squeam ish  
about m ak in g  any heavy decisions a ffe c t- 
int o th e r  peop le , co m p la in in g  th a t  th is is 
a m icro-version  o f  the  system  w e are 
try ing  to  get aw ay fro m . B u t th a t ’s a 
h a lf-tru th . T h e re  m ust a lw ays be in 
hum an group a ffa irs  a survival m echanism , 
just as th e re  is w ith in  the  h u m an  b o d y . 
H ow  w e ’re messed up is th a t w e d o n ’t  
give ourselves the rig h t to  re jec t w h a t we 
judge as bad, b u t  e x p e c t o thers  to  do  it  
for us. W h a t w e ’re try in g  to  get back to , 
is w here  people  choose th e ir  o w n  
com pany, th e ir  ow n  leaders, and d o  th e ir  
own d ir ty  w o rk . I f  w e back  o f f  fro m  
these natura l fu n c tio n s , w e c a n ’t  survive. 
Then a n o th e r echelon  o f  graduates o f  the  
hidden c u rric u lu m  w ails ‘b u t I d a n ’t  do  it:
I m ig h t m ake a m is ta k e .’ O f  course we 
can m ake  m istakes. A n d  w e have to  live  
w ith  the  consequences o f  o u r m istakes. 
But the  biggest m is take  o f  all is to  do  
noth ing , is to  n o t take  o u r n a tu ra l place  
in a c o m m u n ity , and n o t to  do  o u r best 
fo r o u r c h ild ren . M an y  people  overreact 
against the  obvious harshness o f  th e  
prevailing  system  by th ro w in g  o u t natura l

leadership  as w ell as a u th o rita r ia n is m , 
and by th ro w in g  o u t  harsh re a lity  as 

.w ell as harsh u n re a lity . Leadersh ip  is 
needed i f  a c o m m u n ity  is to  survive. A n d  
re a lity  m ust be the  teacher i f  a ch ild  is to  
th rive .

T h is  brings us to  the th ird  p ro b le m , 
unm anageable  ch ild re n , c h ild ren  th a t  
drive yo u  m ad, c h ild re n  th a t  y o u  feel you  
ca n ’t  h and le , c h ild ren  y o u ’d just lik e  to  
send o f f  to  ‘sch o o l’ and fo rg e t ab o u t.

C h ild re n  becom e a p a in -in -th e -n e c k  
because th e y  have no place in o u r lives 
and are co n s ta n tly  struggling fo r  a place. 
G ive ch ild ren  a real p lace in the w o rld  
and th e y ’ll be good co m p a n y .

T h e re  is a custom  in o u r society  o f  
h id in g  ch ild ren  fro m  re a lity  on the  
grounds o f  kindness. T h is  w h o le  tren d  o f  
h id in g  ch ild ren  fro m  the  w o rld  m ust be 
reversed if  th ey  are to  have a fu tu re .
T h e  f irs t  fa u lt  w ith  this custom  is th a t  
th e  ch ild ren  are a lread y  e xp erien c in g  a t  
f irs t  hand the  g rim  realities th a t  we w o n ’t  
ta lk  a b o u t. A n o th e r  fa u lt  w ith  this  
custom  is th a t  th e y  g ro w  up  u n in fo rm e d  
and unpractised  in d ealing  w ith  l i f e ’s 
prob lem s. ^

7 . IG N O R A N C E  IS  N O  P R O T E C T IO N
T h e re  are several w e ll- in te n tio n e d  

m istakes in ch ild -rea rin g  th a t  com e u n d er  
th e  m is-nam ed banner o f  ‘p ro te c t io n ’.
T h e  firs t is s topp ing  kids fro m  show ing  
th e ir  feelings. I f  a ch ild  cries fro m  sadness, 
d o n ’t  d is tra c t h im  w ith  a to y . L e t h im  
c ry , le t h im  show  his fee lin g  and  
m ayb e  te ll the  w o rld  — and h im s e lf — 
w h a t i t ’s a b o u t. T h e n  he can deal w ith  his 
sadness, o r a t  least live w ith  it. I f  you  
c a n ’t  bear a c h ild ’s e m o tio n a l 
expression, because y o u ’re t ry in g  to  keep  
the lid on  yours , b e tte r  to  get o u t  o f  his 
w ay than  to  stop h im .

T h e  second fa lla c y  o f  p ro te c tio n  is 
disguising o r fa ls ify in g  facts. I f  fo r  
exam p le  one a d u lt  is f ig h tin g  w ith  th e ir  
spouse, and the  ch ild  sees it , d o n ’t  deny it, 
d o n ’t  m y s tify  th e  c h ild : le t  th e  ch ild  see 
and hear the  s im ple tru th  ‘yes, John and  
M ary  are angry a t each o th e r .’ T h is  w ay, 
th e .c h ild  gets fa m ilia r  w ith  the  w o rld  he  
w ill have to  live in - ra th e r th an  fee ling , 
as we so o fte n  have, like  w e ’ve landed in 
o u te r space as we e n c o u n te r one ‘a d u lt ’ 
p ro b lem  a fte r  an o th er.

T h e  th ird  fa llacy  o f  p ro te c tio n  is in te r­
fe r in g  in the c h ild re n ’s o w n  co n flic ts . 
C e rta in ly , an a d u lt  n a tu ra lly  helps w hen  
b u lly in g  occurs o r w hen  w e ’re in vo ked . 
B u t w e m ust le t ch ild ren  learn h o w  to  
live w ith  each o th e r, h o w  to  solve d if fe r ­
ences, w h a t m anoevres w o rk  and w h ich  
d o n ’t  w o rk , w h ich  m anoevres w o rk  w ith  
som e people  and n o t w ith  o thers , e tc . I f  
we d o n ’t  a llo w  ch ild ren  to  learn  to  
survive and co -ex is t w ith  o thers , we are 
m aking  th e m  social invalids, le f t  helpless 
w hen we are gone.

Ignorance is no p ro te c tio n . R e a lity  
is the  o n ly  p ro te c tio n . W h a te v e r y o u  go 
fo r, re a lity  is w h a t y o u  get.

O nce the  c o m m u n ity  is fu n c tio n in g  
on this rea lity -based  d o n ’t-b lin d -th e -k id s  
approach , y o u ’d be am azed h o w  q u ic k ly  
so m any  ‘p ro b le m ’ ch ild ren  so rt th e m ­
selves o u t.

I f  y o u  have a ch ild  w h o  com es as a 
‘d e lin q u e n t’ and is fo rc in g  everyo n e  to  
pay a tte n t io n  to  h im  o r  h er by various  
destructive  means, d o n ’t  stand back and 
ta lk  a b o u t h im  as professional experts  
do. G e t  involved and ta k e  i t  persoa lly .
I f  y o u  d o n ’t  get in vo lved , h e ’ll end up  
in o u te r  space, o u t  o f  to u ch  w ith  every ­
b o d y .

So the  fo u r th  fa lla c y  is d o n ’t-to u c h -  
the  p ro b le m -c h ild . T o u c h  h im . A rgue  
w ith  h im . Play w ith  h im . G e t involved  
w ith  h im . Y o u  and I are th e  sam e  
species. Y o u r  p ro b lem  is m y p ro b le m . W e  
have to  co -ex is t, com e hell o r  high w ater.

S om etim es  a destructive  a d u lt  has to  
be k icked  o u t  o f  a c o m m u n ity  because 
yo u  c a n ’t  change th e m  if  th e ir  feelers  
are sw itched  o f f .  B u t all c h ild re n  have a 
desire to  be long w ith  som eone. Y o u  can  
reach th a t. I have never fe lt  I had to  
exc lu d e  a c h ild , and I d o n ’t  believe I 
ever w ill.

A UCKLAND ACCOUNTANTS STUDENTS SOCIETY  
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S P ID E R ’S  W EB
by Agatha Christie
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• i s’ "§•. '
>:&#'■

A U C K L A N D

P A R A C H U T E

S C H O O L

$65 for a one-jump course

(This includes fully experienced 
instructors,

all training and all equipment).

THE SECOND BEST FEELING 
YOU'LL EVER HAVE.

Ring Ross 693-007 or Vic 542-004
___ _
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S u n , s u r f , tu b e s , 
B a z z a  a n d  a  $1000 
to  ta k e  h o m e  
w ith  y o u .
Work in Australia these 
holidays

S p e n d in g  y o u r  s u m m e r v a c a tio n  o n  a 
w o rk in g  h o lid a y  in  A u s tra lia  c o u ld  be  
th e  s m artes t th in g  yo u 'v e  d o n e  fo r  a 
lo n g  tim e .

F irst, y o u 'll see som e o f  th e  w o r ld , 
e x p e r ie n c e  an A u s tra lia n  sun a n d  
s u m m e r, a n d  m a k e  th e  m o st o f  th e  
s h o p p in g .

S eco n d , y o u 'll ea rn  h ig h e r  A u s tra lia n  
w a g e s  w h ic h , w ith  a ll expenses d e d u c te d , 
c o u ld  g iv e  y o u  a $ 1 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re  to  see 
y o u  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r  ahead .

Student Travel makes 
it all possible

Y o u r S tu d e n t T ra v e l C e n tre  w ill 
a rra n g e  it all.

T h e y  have  b een  o rg a n is in g  A u s tra lia n  
trip s  since 1965. S o  th e y  k n o w  h o w  to  
m a k e  it  w o rk  fo r  you .

S tu d e n t T ra v e l w ill s lip  y o u  across th e  
T asm an  o n  an  o rg a n is e d  g ro u p  f lig h t  fo r  
th e  ch eap es t fa re  possib le .

F ligh ts
Au ckland/Sydney/Auckland 

A01 07 November/13 February

A02 07 Hovember/20 February

AQ3 13 November/! 2 February 

AQ4 H  November/21 February 

A05 20 November/14 February

AQ6 21 Ncvember/l9February 

A07 27 Noveaber/07 February

A 08 27 November/19 February

RETURN PARE FOR ABOVE FLIGHTS 

3231-00

A09 11 December/2 3  January 3289

A TO 12 December/21 February 3231 

A11 17 December/25 January $289

A12 19 December/11 January 3289

A13 26 December/20 February 3260

PLUS
A014 Auckland/Melboume-Sydney/Auckland

13 November 21 February fa re  3246

DOCKINGS OPEN 10 SEPTEMBER 

DEPOSIT 3100

POLL FARE DUE 45 DAYS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE

Student Travel 
= Centre =

Drop in soon.
11 a.m. ~ 4.30 p.m. DAILY 
ROOM 217, TOP FLOOR 
STUDENT UNION BUILDING

P S S S T !
A special message for students studying 
Accountancy Engineering
Architecture Law
Commercial Law Management 
Economics Town Planning

Your textbooks and related reading in the subject 
areas listed above will be stocked at University Book

Shop’s new shop at
34 KITCHENER ST.

(between Victoria St Parking Building and the
Magistrates Court)

f r o m  M O N D A Y  1 7 t h  S E P T E M B E R

S T U D E N T  U N I O N  S H O P
S t o c k s

B o o k s  in  a ll o th e r  s u b je c t  a re a s  
S ta t io n e ry  

C a lc u la to rs  
B u s  t ic k e ts
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&. R o o f O v e r Y o u r H e a d
The w eekend  o f  S ep tem b er 1 -2  saw  

in ‘h is to ric ’ m eeting  o f  ten an cy  groups  
from th ro u g h o u t N e w  Z ealand  a t 
Hamilton. T h e  H a m ilto n  T enants  
Protection A ssociation  called the  
meeting to  discuss prob lem s fac ing  
tenants to d a y  and to  fo rm  a n ation al 
tenants organ isation . So was born  the  
National T en an ts  R ights C o a litio n . 
Auckland U n ive rs ity  S tuden ts  A ssociation  
sent tw o  representatives to  this m eeting ,
Jill F rew in  and m yself. W h a t fo llo w s  is 
my ran d o m  tho u g h ts  on th is  m eeting  and  
the p lig h t o f  s tudents seeking a c c o m m o ­
dation in the  A u c k la n d  area.

A nd n o w  fo r  som e boring  statistics: 
or ‘W ho Lives w ith  W h o m  and W here ?’ 
These statistics are fo r  1 9 7 8  and re la te  to  
Auckland U n ive rs ity  :

Place o f  Residence Fu ll T im e P art T im e

living in o w n  hom e 9% 48%
living in parents
home 4 6 % 24%
Halls o f  Residence 7% 2 %
Boarding 8 % 4%
Sharing F la t/H o u s e 26% 15%
Other 4% 7%

T O T A L 7 7 6 0 3 2 9 4

I f in d  these statistics very  in terestin g  
when taken  in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  the  
results o f  the  S urvey o f  S tu d e n t In co m e  
and E x p e n d itu re  co n d u cted  N ew  Zealand  
wide by N Z U S A o v e r  the  1 9 7 8  vacation : 
or ‘W here  S tuden ts  Live and W h a t it  
Costs T h e m .’

Place o f  Residence % Cost

Parent’s H o m e 3 0 $ 6 .4 5
Private Board 4 .5 $ 1 9 .3 9
Flatting 3 6 .7 $ 2 4 .6 4
Hostel 1 8 .7 $3 1 .2 1
Own H o m e 4 $2 4 .2 1

T h e  basic things revealed by these 
statistics are th a t  the  m a jo r ity  o f  students  
live e ith e r a t h om e, w here  it  is cheap, or  
in flats  w h ere  th e y  are free  o f  parenta l 
hassles and th e y  can en jo y  th e  b en efits  o f  
living w ith  th e ir  peer group . N o t  m an y  
students live in hostels w h ich  are th e  m ost 
expensive place to  live. I p re d ic t th a t  
1980 w ill see a change in these statistics  
because o f  tw o  factors: f irs t ly  the  
in trod uction  o f  the  T e r t ia ry  S tu d y  G ra n t  
and secondly  th e  shortage o f  lo w -co st 
rental ac c o m m o d a tio n  in th e  in ner c ity  
area o f  A u c k la n d . M a n y  students w ill be 
faced w ith  a re d u c tio n  in th e  level o f  th e ir  
bursary in 1 9 8 0  and all s tudents w ill have 
to pay 25% o f t h e i r  tu it io n  fees. F o r this  
reason a lone m an y  students w ith  parenta l 
homes in A u c k la n d  m ay decide th a t  it  is 
preferable to  live there  ra th e r th an  in a 
flat because it  is cheaper, desp ite  th e  fa c t  
that there  are som e hassles invo lved  such 
as increased tra v e llin g  tim e  to  and fro m  
U niversity. F o r s tudents w h o  m ust live 
away fro m  hom e because th e ir  parents  
live ou ts id e  the  A u c k la n d  area the  high  
cost o f  hostel ac c o m m o d a tio n  m ay  
induce th em  to  take  up priva te  board or 
go f la ttin g .

I t  is sad b u t tru e  th a t  m an y  in n er c ity  
areas, w h ich  have t ra d it io n a lly  been  
bastions o f  s tu d en t housing have been 
taken over by trend ies  in te n t on b u y in g  a 
house and ren o vatin g  it  - in ner c ity  h ip p ie  
types w h o  g ro w  th e ir  ow n  veges and dope. 
So be it  - n o th in g  is sacred an y m o re .
But seriously , th is  m o v e m e n t to  the  
inner c ity  areas by people w h o  w a n t to  
buy up o ld  houses and ‘do th e m  u p ’ has 
had som e ra th er p ro fo u n d  im p lica tio n s .

I f  people are b u y in g  up o ld  houses and 
renovating th e m  to  be p e rm a n e n t fa m ily  
homes th en  the  a m o u n t o f  ren ta l 
accom m o dation  availab le  in these in ner  
city areas w ill be reduced. In the  
Ponsonby area, w h ich  has had a large 
Polynesian c o m m u n ity  in recen t tim es, 
the e ffe c t o f  tu rn in g  ren ta l a cco m m o d a­
tion in to  p e rm a n e n t fa m ily  hom es has

been to  fo rc e  Polynesian and o th e r  
groups (eg students) o u t  in to  areas w here  
th ere  is ren ta l ac c o m m o d a tio n  a t s im ilar  
levels o f  re n t n o t  as close to  th e  in n er c ity  
eg G re y  L y n n . In fa c t the  percentage o f  
Polynesian ch ild ren  e n ro lled  a t the  
P onsonby P rim ary  School has d ec lined  to  
3% recen tly  w hereas a t th e  G re y  L y n n  
P rim ary  School the  percentage has risen 
to  6 8 %. T h e  im p lica tio n s  o f  th is  trend  fo r  
students are substan tia l. W hereas five  
years ago th ere  was p le n ty  o f  lo w  cost 
rental a c c o m m o d a tio n  availab le  to  
students in in ner c ity  areas th is  is s im p ly  
n o t the  case n o w .

E lem en ta ry  econom ics courses teach  
th a t w here  d em and  exceeds su p p ly  in a 
free  bargain ing  m a rk e t the  price  o f  the  
c o m m o d ity  concerned w ill be d e te rm in e d  
by the  supp lier. A t  the m o m e n t land lords  
c o m p la in  th a t  th e y  are fin d in g  it  d if f ic u lt  
to  m ake a reasonable re tu rn  on  th e ir  
in vestm en t in ren ta l a c c o m m o d a tio n .
As a resu lt o f  these fac to rs  rents are  
lik e ly  to  increase in th e  near fu tu re . T h e  
com bin ed  im p a c t o f  increased rentals and  
the  reduced rate  o f  th e  bursary  fo r  m any  
students u n d er the  n e w  T e r t ia ry  S tu d y  
G ra n t schem e w ill change present 
a c c o m m o d a tio n  pattern s. I f  s tudents  
f in d  th a t th e y  have to  pay m o re  to  live 
fu r th e r  fro m  U n ivers ity  in fu tu re  th ey  
should n o t be surprised.

A n o th e r  aspect o f  th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n  
scarcity  in A u c k la n d  is lan d lo rd s  
in tim id a tin g  students and o th ers  in to  
signing leases w h ich  d eprive  th e m  o f  
basic rights. T h is  is w here  the  
H a m ilto n  T e n an cy  C on feren ce  com es in.

T h e  reasons fo r  th e  ca llin g  o f  th is  co n ­
ference w ere  tw o fo ld :  f irs t ly , to  
discuss th e  present s itu a tio n  and the  
problem s faced by tenants  and secondly , 
to  fo rm  a n ation a l o rgan isa tio n  to  
co o rd in a te  in fo rm a tio n  d issem ination  and  
to  lo b b y  fo r  re fo rm  in th e  p resent law  
re la tin g  to  tenancies. N Z U S A  was involved  
in the organ isa tion  o f  the  con fe ren ce  and  
so m ost N o rth  Island cam puses w ere  
represented. R epresentatives fro m  tenants  
p ro te c tio n  organisations in W e llin g to n , 
Palm erston N o rth , H a m ito n , R o to ru a  and  
A u c k la n d  w ere also present. U n fo r tu n a te ­
ly , no S o u th  Island groups w ere  represent­
ed.

I t  becam e im m e d ia te ly  a p p a re n t th a t  
d iffe re n t  organisations ad o p te d  d iffe re n t  
approaches in dealing  w ith  specific  
problem s. T o  a certa in  e x te n t  th is  is 
p ro b ab ly  due to  social o u t lo o k  b u t case 
experience  also plays a large p a rt in 
d e te rm in in g  w h a t is th e  m ost e ffe c tiv e  
w ay  o f  u tilis in g  resources ava ilab le  to  the  
group concerned . F o r e x a m p le , in A u c k ­
land th ere  are several groups w h ich  end­
eavour to  p ro te c t the  rights o f  the  ten an t. 
F o r a long tim e  the  P onsonby Peoples 
U n io n  ran a very  active  ten an ts  p ro te c t­
ion service w hich  a d o p ted  an activ is t 
o rie n ta tio n . I f  a te n a n t was having p ro b ­
lems w ith  a lan d lo rd  th e  Peoples U n io n

w o u ld  give s u p p o rt by  having  p ickets or  
by p reven tin g  a lan d lo rd  fro m  phys ica lly  
o ccu p y in g  a f la t  or house. In a m a jo r ity  
o f  cases these c o n fro n ta tio n  tactics w ere  
successful because th e y  w ere d ep en d en t 
on mass ac tio n  and in v o lv e m e n t and the  
n u m b er o f  people  su p p o rtin g  a te n a n t in 
a given s itu a tio n  usually  in tim id a te d  a 
re c a lc itra n t lan d lo rd  in to  a m o re  agreeable • 
fra m e  o f  m in d . A n o th e r  ap proach  w hich  
can be a d o p ted  w ith  p ro b lem  land lords is 
to  use the  ex is tin g  legal f ra m e w o rk  to  
bring  h im  o r her to  heel. T h is  is th e  ap p ­
roach used by th e  T enants  P ro te c tio n  ser­
vice provided  by the  C it iz e n s ’ A dvice  
Bureau opera ted  by  the  A u c k la n d  C ity  
C o u n c il. A t  present th is  service is m anned  
by th ird  year law  students and B ureaux  
w orkers . T h is  approach  can be successful 
in p reven tin g  a lan d lo rd  ev ic tin g  a ten an t. 
T h is  resu lt is achieved by lodging  a ren t  
c la im  w ith  the  R e n t A ppea l Board w h ich  
prevents a lan d lo rd  fro m  ta k in g  any ac tion  
to  e v ic t a te n a n t fo r  a period  o f  six m onths. 
In th e  A u c k la n d  area a t p resen t there  is 
tw o  o th e r groups w hich  give tenants  advice. 
— the N e ig h b o u rh o o d  L aw  O ffic e  a t G re y  
L y n n  and th e  Legal R eferra l Service o p e r­
ated a t A u c k la n d  U n iv e rs ity . U n fo r tu n ­
a te ly , the  Ponsonby Peoples U n io n  dis­
banded som e tim e  ago and th e  activ is t e l­
e m e n t has been reduced in tenants  
p ro te c tio n  in A u c k la n d . O n e  p o in t  

. th a t  was stressed was the  need to  get 
tenants to  stand up fo r  th e ir  o w n  rights  
ra th er than  having th e m  re ly  on  tenants  
p ro te c tio n  g roup s 'd o in g  all th e  w o rk .

Discussion then  g o t on to  the  vexed  
question o f  bonds. As a n y o n e  w h o  has 
ren ted  a c c o m m o d a tio n  w ill k n o w  lan d­
lords usually  d em and  a bond w hen a 
ten an cy  com m ences. B y law  the  a m o u n t  
th a t  a lan d lo rd  can d em and  fro m  a te n a n t  
fo r  re n t in advance and bond to g e th er is 
lim ite d  to  an a m o u n t e q u iv a le n t to  one  
m o n th ’s re n t. Y o u  w o u ld  th in k  th a t  this  
w o u ld  keep lan d lord s in line b u t  th e  o p p ­
osite  appears to  be the case. Land lords  
f re q u e n tly  d em and  th a t tenan ts  pay a 
bond w h ich  is considerab le  m o re  than  o n e . 
m o n th ’s re n t in advance. T h e  p o in t was 
m ade th a t tenan ts  should  n o t  have to  pay  
a bond in the f irs t  place because i f  a land­
lo rd  d id  f in d  th a t  a te n a n t had dam aged  
h is /h er p ro p e rty  th en  th ere  w ere  adequate  
rem edies ava ilab le  u n d er the present legal 
system . S om eon e fro m  W e llin g to n  m ade  
th e  p o in t  th a t  one lan d lo rd  in W e llin g to n  
held in excess-of $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  in bond m o n ey  
a t any given t im e  and was m a k in g  a co n ­
siderable re tu rn  by  investing this m oney.
It  is in variab ly  th e  case th a t  a lan d lro d  
w ill n o t re tu rn  th e  fu ll a m o u n t o f  a bond  
w hen  a ten an cy  is te rm in a te d . Charges 
fo r  c lean ing  and repairs are u sually  m ade  
against th is bo n d . O n e  case was cited  
w here  a lan d lo rd  had a side business w ith  
his b ro th e r w hich  was engaged fu l l - t im e  
in c lean ing  the la n d lo rd ’s fla ts  and charg­
ing excessively fo r  th is service. In sim ple  
language the lan d lo rd  was rip p in g  his te n ­
ants o f f . T h is  idea o f  having an in d ep en d ­

e n t th ird  p a rty  ho ld  bonds in tru s t was 
proposed. Th is  is the  system  in o p e ra tio n  
in Canada. T h is  person is called  the  
B ondsm an. I t  was also proposed th a t the  
bondsperson have ju ris d ic tio n  to  decide  
disputes betw een  a lan d lo rd  and te n a n t  
and th a t  p a rt o f  his du ties  w o u ld  be to  
inspect prem ises a t the  beg inn ing  and  
te rm in a tio n  o f  the  te n a n c y . I was 
surprised to  learn th a t  the C a n te rb u ry  
L and lords A ssociatio n  is t ry in g  to  have  
leg is lation  in tro d u c e d  to  increase the  
a m o u n t a lan d lo rd  can d em an d  by w ay  o f  
bond .

O n e  p ractica l s o lu tio n  to  th e  p ro b lem  
o f  lan d lord s rip p in g  o f f  bonds is fo r  
tenants  to  w o rk  o f f  th e ir  b o n d , ie, tenants  
d o n ’t  pay re n t at the  te rm in a tio n  o f  a 
ten an cy  so th a t  the  a m o u n t o f  unpaid  
re n t equals the  bond .

T h e  n e x t ite m  on th e  agenda was rents. 
M an y  p eop le  fe lt  th a t  rents should  be 
in com e re la ted . It  was p o in te d  o u t th a t  
th is cou ld  have the e ffe c t o f  w o rk in g  to  
the  d isadvantage o f  lo w  in co m e groups  
because lan d lo rd s w o u ld  p re fe r to  have 
tenants  in high in com e brackets  so th a t  
th ey  w o u ld  receive m ore re n t. A t  this  
stage the c o n cep t o f  a re n t freeze  was 
discussed. T h e  advantages and d isadvan­
tages w ere  ex a m in e d . T h e  advantages o f  
a R e n t Freeze w o u ld  be to  a llo w  th e  w ho le  
questio n  o f  rents to  be lo o ked  a t, to  stab­
ilise rents, to  reduce rents in real term s  
over t im e  because o f  in fla tio n , and to  
bring  a b o u t progress tow ards  th e  regu l­
a tio n  o f  re n t levels by  tenants . D isadvan­
tages w ere seen to  be a substan tia l post 
freeze  increase in rents as lan d lo rd s  sought 
to  recoup  an y  re d u c tio n  in th e ir  m argin  
d u rin g  th e  fre e ze , lan d lo rd s re fus ing  to  
m a in ta in  p ro p e rty  d u rin g  the  freeze  in 
o rd er to  m a in ta in  th e ir  p ro f it  m arg in , and  
a fa ll in standards o f  a c c o m m o d a tio n  
overa ll. T h e re  was m uch  discssion on the  
to p ic  o f  rents, and w h a t should  be in c luded  
in th e  co n cep t o f  a ‘re n t ’. I t  was p o in ted  
o u t th a t  w h ile  the  cost o f  ac c o m m o d a tio n s  
fo r  the  average N ew  Z e a la n d T a m ily  repres­
ents a p p ro x im a te ly  1 9 .4 %  o f  in co m e , lo w  
in com e fam ilies  in p riva te  ren ta l ac c o m m ­
o d a tio n  m ust pay 3 2 %  o f  th e ir  in co m e fo r  
one b ed ro o m ed  f la t , 4 0 %  o f  th e ir  in com e  
fo r  tw o  b ed ro o m  a c c o m m o d a tio n  and  
50%  and over fo r  3 bedroo m s o r m ore. 
O b v io u s ly  th ere  is som e m e rit  in the  
proposal to  have re n t levels in co m e re la ted . 
Because th e  questions raised b y  the  to p ic  
o f  re n t w ere so c o m p lex  it  was decided  
to  a d o p t a generaf p o lic y  w h ich  w o u ld  
a llo w  m ore research to  be d o n e  in this  
area. I t  was agreed by all p resent th a t  
‘ In  th e  long run housing m ust belong  
to  th e  people ra th e r than  the  w e a lth y  
fe w . A ll tenants  should  have th e  rig h t  
to  lo w -re n ta l, c o m fo rta b le  housing  w ith ­
o u t th e  th re a t o f  e v ic t io n ’.

E ve n tu a lly  discussion m oved round  
to  the  fo rm a tio n  o f  a n a tio n a l ten an cy  
o rgan isation . I t  was decided to  have a 
N a tio n a l T en an ts  Rights C o a litio n  w h ich  
w o u ld  be a loose organ isa tion  o f  tenannts  
groups and s u p p o rt groups such as 
students associations. A ll ten an ts  groups  
are fu ll m em bers and s u p p o rt groups are 
associate m em bers. A t  th is  stage N Z U S A  
is p ro v id in g  a c learing  house fo r  in fo rm a ­
tio n . G enera l V ice -P res id en t o f  N Z U S A ,
Jim  B ro w n , is the  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  
C o -O rd in a to r  and N a tio n a l C o u n c il 
C o —O rd in a to r. T h e re  are m any  
organ isational p rob lem s to  be w o rk e d  
o u t such as v o tin g  procedures and  
o rie n ta tio n  o f  ac tiv ities . O ne  
p o in t w h ich  was stressed was th e  need to  
educate  tenants  a b o u t th e ir  rights and to  
get th em  invo lved  in d e fe n d in g  those 
rights.

A ll in all a successful m eeting . I t  is 
to  be hoped  th a t the strength o f  the  
C o a litio n  grow s and th a t  e v e n tu a lly  te n ­
ants w ill becom e a p o lit ic a l fo rc e  to  be 
recko n ed  w ith  because th a t  is p ro b a b ly  
the  o n ly  w ay  th a t any cha igcs in the  pres­
e n t lan d lo rd  L iased system  o f  ten an cy  
law  w ill be achieved .

C o lin  M c F ad zean
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VISIT BY GERMAN FEDERAL PRESIDENT TO NEW ZEALAND -  
19 to 23 OCTOBER 1978
NOTES OF MEETING WITH FEDERAL GERMAN MINISTER FOR ECONOMICS, 
COUNT LAMBSDORFF -  ROTORUA, 21 OCTOBER 1978.

Present : ( German delegation)
Otto Count von Lambsdorff
Dr P. Hermes
Dr K. Doering
Dr G. Abel
Dr W. Doepfer
Dr G. Sohl
Baron von Heereman 
Mr H.O. Vetter

German Federal Minister of Economics 
State Secretary, German Foreign Office 
German Ambassador 
German Federal Ministry of Economics 
German Federal Ministry o f Economics 
Federation of Industries 
German Farmers Association 
German Trade Union Confederation

(New Zealand delegation) 
Right Hon. B.E. Talboys 
Hon G.F. Gair 
Hon. H.C. Templeton 
Mr I.L.G. Stewart 
H.E. Mr B.F. Bolt 
Mr I.D. Dick 
Mr D.L. Gamble

Deputy Prime Minister 
Minister of Energy 
Associate Minister of Finance 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
New Zealand Ambassador in Bonn 
Ministry of Energy 
Department of Trade and Industry

Mr Talboys welcomed Count Lambsdorff and his delegation and referred to the 
Cabinet and official level discussions which had already been held the previous day 
in Wellington and had covered major questions of New Zealand trade with Germany 
and New Zealand/EEC relations. He suggested that this meeting should concentrate 
on trying to identify areas of potential economic co-operation between New Zealand 
and the Federal Republic of Germany. He noted that some new economic opport­
unities had already opened up, such as the joint fishing venture and a joint research 
undertaking to survey the deposits of some minerals within an area of the New Zealand 
Exclusive Economic Zone. Energy could be a potential area for future co-operation 
and he suggested that investment input and co-operation in technology should be 
explored.

Mr Gair said that there were three specific areas of possible energy development in 
New Zealand. First, there was a growing surplus of hydro-electricity, particularly in 
the South Island which would be available for industrial development; second, a 
decision had been made on the resources of the Maui gas field to open them up for 
the development of fuels; and third, there had been recent confirmation that large 
deposits of lignite were available in the South Island. These could all be of interest to 
Germany as possible joint development schemes. New Zealand was not a particularly 
large market in itself but its strategic position in the South Pacific region should be 
attractive to Germany in that it provided a wider base for marketing in the Western 
Pacific and South East Asian area.

Mr Talboys added that the New Zealand strategic position in the South Pacific was 
not without interest to certain great powers active in that area.

Count Lambsdorff referred to the previous day’s useful discussions in Cabinet. The 
attempt had been made there to put the South Pacific area into perspective and to 
redefine Germany’s attitude to the area. The Federal Republic was interested not 
merely in the security aspects, but other questions as well, e.g. economic 
co-operation.

He briefly referred to the previous day’s discussions in Cabinet - which he des­
cribed as very useful - and particularly to New Zealand’s butter, cheese and lamb 
trade with Europe. He was going to say in the presence of von Heereman that Germany 
wanted an intra-Community sheepmeat market but did not want to cut off supplies 
from the rest of the world. He saw the cheese question as amenable to settlement and 
said that Germany was in favour of a new butter arrangement from 1980 on. He 
referred also to the coming further enlargement of the European Community, 
notably the addition of Greece which was already an important market for New 
Zealand sheepmeats. He said that New Zealand had successfully defended its position 
in regard to trade with the Community in 1971 and he expected it would defend it 
again in regard to the negotiations with Greece.

He referred to the fishing joint venture which had recently been approved and saw 
this as substantia! progress, noting that it was the first time an exclusive economic 
zone had been used as an instrument of economic co-operation between the Federal 
Republic of Germany and a foreign country. He was certain that both countries’ 
interests would be equally served by the arrangement.

He noted Mr Gair’s comments on New Zealand’s energy surplus. Whether Germany 
and New Zealand could co-operate over energy in the same way as fisheries was not 
clear. It was necessary to find out what sort of energy was available and how it 
could be processed. Because of Germany’s distance from the South Pacific area and 
the markets in that region it would be interesting for Germany to look at regional 
marketing possibilities based on co-operative arrangements in New Zealand. He referred 
to generally sluggish worldwide tendencies in investment, including German investment 
but said there were signs of it picking up again. He noted that a mission would be 
coming to New Zealand to explore investment possibilities next year under the aegis 
of the BDE (German Federation of Industries). He stressed however that despite the 
German Government’s close interest in this mission and its readiness to give the 
necessary assistance for investment under the STC agreement, decisions as to the level 
and type of investments to be made in New Zealand, if any, would be the preserve of 
the private sector. It would be helpful in the months remaining before the BDI visit to 
try to find out where the possibilities lie in the field of energy etc.

Dr Sohl indicated it would be useful to prepare a list of New Zealand resource 
development possibilities before the mission came to New Zealand. German industry 
was in principle interested in investment in this area of the world, including Japan, 
the ASEAN countries, Australia and New Zealand. The mission would be looking at 
marketing possibilities, costs of production and the investment climate. The latter was 
a very important consideration and he mentioned as an example the Whitlam Govern­
ment’s rather cool attitude to investment which had been evident during a German 
mission to Australia three or four years ago. He noted New Zealand’s energy surplus 
and that this would be an interesting factor in terms of the cost position of industry.
He asked specifically for comparative costs of hydro-electricity and other energy 
sources. The BDI would find this helpful. This was important information particularly 
for small and middle size industries which might become associated with the mission 
and did not have recourse to information sources easily available to larger corporations. 
He asked about mineral resources available in New Zealand, e.g. coal and uranium.

Mr Gair noted that a uranium prospecting venture involving a Germany company, 
Uranerzbergbau GMBH, had already commenced in New Zealand.
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formerly regarded as waste could pos-sibly provide a useful source of materials, e.g. for 
the pharmaceutical industry. He also made a reference to possibilities for German 
investment jn tourism, pointing out the complementarity o f seasons.

Count Lambsdorff commented that German pharmaceutical companies so far only 
had sales representatives here, but there could well be interest in this industrial sector.

Mr Talboys mentioned the New Zealand Exclusive Economic Zone once again 
noting that the total potential harvest of the fish in the Zone had not yet been accurately 
assessed. Up to now the New Zealand fishing industry had been mainly a small local 
industry composed of individually owned boats but incentives had been offered by 
the Government to expand to more economic units. There was a need to measure the 
resources of the Zone, and the jo int venture approved with Germany was a useful 
example of the way this could be further developed.

Mr Templeton referred to growing protein needs in the world population and the 
possibilities inherent in fishing to provide for these needs. Exploration o f resources 
would reach out also into the southern waters surrounding Antarctica.

Dr Hermes said that the Federal Republic was impressed with the large areas of 
exclusive economic zones which had been established in the South Pacific. For example, 
the Cook Islands which consisted o f only 100 sq miles of territory had a zone of 1.5 
million square miles. Germany would be interested in the development o f jo in t ventures 
in long term co-operation with such partners. It was interested also in sea-bed mining, 
having done work already o ff the US/Pacific coast. It was concerned at the slow pace of 
developments u/ider the Law of the Sea negotiations on the mining of the sea-bed, and
wondered if New Zealand would take exception were mining countries such as the 
Federal Republic to proceed with mining operations on a transitional basis, pending 
decisions by the Law of the Sea Committee.

Count Lambsdorff endorsed this approach, noting that there was a possibility the 
Law of the Sea negotiations mi&ht become interminably bogged down. Countries such 
as New Zealand could perhaps have a useful mediating role as it might be necessary to 
find a compromise to allow exploration and exploitation work to proceed on an interim 
basis. He said the same need for compromise applied to international fora such as 
GATT and UNCTAD. Immediately following the last UNCTAD session in Nairobi, the 
Federal Republic had been regarded as inflexible and dogmatic by many of its UNCTAD 
partners, but now these countries were able to see that Germany’s attitude had been 
realistic and had concentrated on the more important issues such as access to markets. 
Germany’s attitude had been realistic and had concentrated on the more important 
issues such as access to markets. Germany’s position was that it was ready to discuss the 
allocation of resources, but access to raw materials must be kept open for all interested 
parties. It was for that reason that Germany opposed a rigid planned world order such as 
had been foreseen originally under the NIEO.

Mr Talboys said there was some parallel with the New Zealand situation in that we 
also needed access available to our markets. If we were excluded from some markets 
this might force us into special deals (for example with the USSR on meat) with result­
ing large imbalances in trade and disruption o f normal trading patterns.

Mr Templeton referred again to the forthcoming BDI mission to New Zealand next 
year, noting that the priority area for co-operation as he saw it appeared to be in the 
field o f energy (including wood ) and also further developments in fishing ventures and 
EEZ use. He said it was up to New Zealand to tidy up its investment policy before the 
mission arrived.

Mr Bolt mentioned the recently concluded Scientific and Technical Co-operation 
Agreement between the Federal Republic and New Zealand and said that an example 
of a concrete venture which had developed from the agreement was the impending 
visit of the German research vessel “ Valdivia”  to survey the incidence of phosphorites 
in the area of the Chatham Rises. This project was a good example of the possibilities 
for jo int co-operation and there should be further work undertaken to link possibilities 
devolving from the STC agreement with investment possibilities.

Mr Talboys referred to the growth and development of the engineering sector in 
New Zealand and that this could be an area for investment by German enterprises.

Mr Bolt said that New Zealand was characterised by high levels of British 
investment and that this had been a historical development where, due to the close 
links between Britain and New Zealand in many fields, British investment had tended 
to grow naturally. There was a psychological barrier with Germany characterised by 
the lack of information on the German side about prospects in New Zealand. We needed 
therefore to initiate specific forms of co-operation and to define exactly what we 
wanted to see develop from the partnership. This required a two way exchange of 
information, not only from New Zealand side but also indications from the German 
side as to what they saw as possibilities in New Zealand. He also mentioned the need 
for follow up once the BDI visit had taken place to ensure the BDI visit resulted in a 
concrete outcome.

Count Lambsdorff said that the German Office for Foreign Trade Information based 
in Cologne would be utilised to disseminate information on New Zealand’s trade and 
economic situation and possibilities for investment. He noted that there was a stirring 
o f interest on the FRG part in New Zealand and the current visit of the Federal 
President was an example of this. Useful publicity would undoubtedly arise from this 
visit to stimulate interest on the part of German businessmen.

Mr Vetter at the invitation of Count Lambsdorff was asked to make some comment 
on the labour relations situation as this might affect possible investment co-operation 
between the two countries. He saw an English tradition in our Trade Unions which 
could not be overcome overnight. He had got the impression from talks with New 
Zealand Trade Union leaders in Wellington that they are now prepared to accept silently 
foreign investment, in view of current economic circumstances.

Count Lambsdorff commented that labour relations are important for any investor.
In Germany they are horrified if they look from British to New Zealand trade unions. 
The New Zealand system was not an attractive point for Germans.

Mr Talboys asked whether Mr Vetter would be interested in exchanges of visits 
between the two countries’ trade unions.

Mr Vetter indicated that a few New Zealand trade union leaders might be invited to 
Germany. The Germans would actively seek such visits in the course of international 
discussions, for example when New Zealand trade union leaders were visiting Europe.

Mr Dick suggested that if  a problem were to arise in industry it would be useful if 
trade union experts of both countries could get together early to resolve such 
difficulties.
Count Lambsdorff agreed that such consultations would be in the interests of both 
parties and could be arranged.

The Meeting concluded with Count Lambsdorff thanking Mr Talboys for the reception 
he had received in New Zealand and noting that useful exchanges of information had 
been held between the two delegations.
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d irectives to  the  e m p lo yee .

N Z U S A  em ployees are given directives  
in M a y  C o u n c il. T h e re  is no reason w h y  
th is should n o t c o n tin u e . O ne  o r tw o  
people , to  be ap p o in te d  by each  
c o n s titu e n t S R C  as having s o m eth in g  to  
lose (ie  h o ld in g  a po s itio n  o f  som e  
prestige a n d /o r  m o n e ta ry  b e n e fit, such 
as President) w o u ld  be sent to  M ay  
C o u n c il fro m  each cam pus. These

delegates, arm ed w ith  p o lic y  d ra fte d  in 
advance by c o n s titu e n t S R C ’s w o u ld  
n eg o tia te  the  d irectives  and p rio rities  
fo r  N Z U S A  and em p lo yees  fo r  the year  
I t  w o u ld  be up to  said em p lo yees  to  
fo llo w  these d irectives, as w ell as to  m ake  
p rim e  use o f  c o n s titu e n t S R C /G M  p o licy . 
M o n th ly  reports  w o u ld  be c ircu la ted  to  
the in d iv id u a l cam puses on a m o n th ly  or 
b im o n th ly  basis.

A ugust C o u n c il cou ld  be spent, as 
o u tlin e d  above, e x a m in in g  the  w o rk  and  
possibly a lte rin g  or add ing  n ew  directives  
to  th e  w o rk  o f  the  N Z U S A  em ployees.

F &  A  C om m ission  w o u ld  s till be 
req u ired  (and  hence one o f  th e  delegates  
sent by  each cam pus w o u ld  need k n o w ­
ledge o f  N Z U S A ’s past and present 
f in an c ia l s itu a tio n , as w ell as the  
respective cam p u s ’s a ttitu d e  tow ards  
said s itu a tio n ) b u t o th e r C om m issions  
w o u ld  as p resen tly  d e lin e a te d , be pared  
d o w n  to  the essentials and in c luded  
u n d er the a p p ro p ria te  new  ‘ E m p lo yee  
C o m m iss io n ’ (eg N a tio n a l to  be included  
u n d er G V P  C om m ission)

ites, w h ile  possibly having  a good  
il know ledge on m atters  concern ing  
fial C om m ission , o fte n  fe ll on th e ir  

. when it  cam e to  sensibly d eb atin g  
' ic po licy . T h e  C h a irm an  o f  the  
i nission (to w ard s  w h ich  all m o tio n s  
i ultimately d irec ted ) had a m uch  

r scope o f  kn ow ledge and d ep th  o f  
, standing on all issues c o m in g  u n d er  
nbrella o f  N a tio n a l C om m ission  
iny o f  th e  delegates (as w o u ld  be 
ted). Indeed I fo u n d  it  am using to  

. the C om m ission  to  a g ro u p  o f  
ns counselling th e ir  tu to r , 
ice p ro d u ced , the  p o lic y  is im m ed - 

• used to  p rodu ce th e  ‘all n e w ’ (?)
5A im age. L ik e  a h e rm it liv ing  
ores, so N Z U S A  can go to  p o licy  
ind som e b it  to  f i t  every  s itu a tio n , 

j would N Z U S A  do  w ith o u t  its li t t le  
ook o f  C o u n c il p o lic y  ?? I suggest 
with som e m o d ific a tio n s , it  w o u ld  
lite w e ll, (ie  the  same as n o w )

in contrast, Women’s Commission was one o f the best o f  Council, where fo r once 
informed delegates made policy and actioned it  in a well thought out manner.

ing S o lu tio n s
juncil p o lic y  is N Z U S A  p o lic y . I f  
y is to  be ac tio n ed  it  w ill be by an 
SA e m p lo yee  and i t  is a ro u n d  these 
le w hich m y so lu tio n  revolves.
ZUSA em ployees  are e lec ted  a fte r  a 
iwhat rigorous e x a m in a tio n . Such an 
^nation w o u ld  im p ly  th a t  we are 
ting a certa in  a m o u n t o f ; 
jnsibility and fa ith  in th e m . W e do. 
if we fee l th e y  can successfully  

, ;rtake th is  resp o n s ib ility  th en  we 
[them.
te e lect th em  and we pay th e m . I 
t th in k  th e y  w o u ld  m in d  if  th e y  w ere  
ect to  a b it  m ore e x a m in a tio n . A t  
same t im e , p o licy  o r d irectives  could  
lilored to  p o r t fo lio  and p o r tfo lio  
ler.

C ounc il delegates w o u ld  be exp ected  
to  present a re p o rt, to g e th er w ith  m inu tes  
o f  the C o u n c il, to  be dissected by an 
S R C  m eeting . H o p e fu lly , the  d au n tin g  
task o f  fac ing  a care fu l e x a m in a tio n  o f  
ones actions by  an S R C  w o u ld  encourage  
delegates to  a c t ‘re p re s e n ta tiv e ly ’.
C e rta in ly , it  w o u ld  n o t be worse than  
a t present.

A t  present, C o u n c il delegates are 
exp ected  to  be representin g  ‘c o n s titu e n t  
p o lic y ’. T h a t  in d iv id u a l c o n s titu e n t  
p o licy  is n o t id en tica l w ill be evidenced  
by the debate  on m an y  p o licy  m otions .
Passing o f  such con tro vers ia l p o lic y  
requires a c o m p ro m ise  o f  c o n s titu e n t  
p o lic y , o r a t least an ‘enhanced  
in te rp re ta t io n ’ o f  p o lic y . T h e re  is scope  
fo r  greater exchange o f  p o lic y  be tw een  
cam puses, so th a t  th e  arguing over p o licy  
can be d one  by S R C ’s and n o t by  
delegates. N o t  o n ly  w o u ld  this be m ore  
d e m o c ra tic  b u t it  w o u ld  e lim in a te  m uch  
o f  th e  w o rk  d one  by present delegates.

U n d er m y proposed system  th ere  
w o u ld  be a lo t  less p o lic y . O n e  o f  the  
problem s w ith  c o n fin in g  p o lic y  to  
‘general gu id in g  p o lic y ’ and ‘a c tio n  p o lic y ’
(a ll d irec ted  to  an e m p lo y e e  instead o f  
so m eth in g  nebulous like  a C o m m iss io n ), is 
th a t there  m ay be m ore le ft  to  in te rp re ta ­
t io n . A t  an y  ra te , in te rp re ta tio n  o f  
p o lic y , in term s o f  a c tio n , w o u ld  be th e  
subject o f  th e  em p lo yees  m o n th ly  
reports . A  kn o w led g e  o f  c o n s titu e n t  
cam p u s’ p o lic y  w o u ld  be in o rd e r (as it  
is n o w ) fo r  those s ituatio ns w here  
ac tio n  is req u ired , w ith o u t  the  b e n e fit  o f  
g u id in g  C o u n c il p o lic y .

T h e  m ain  d ra w b a c k  o f  m y  proposal 
stems fro m  c u ttin g  the  exchange o f  
cam pus representatives . P resen tly , th is  
seems to  be a m a jo r fu n c tio n  o f  C o u n c il.
A  chance fo r  cam pus representatives  to  
m eet each o th e r, to  exchange ideas, to  
increase cam pus g o o d w ill. T h is  w ill still 
be done , though  on a possibly m ore  
fo rm a l level, by  th e  one o r tw o  delegates  
to  be sent fro m  each cam pus. A t  any  
rate C o u n c il s h o u ld n ’t set o u t  to  be a 
good p a rty  - m ost s tudents  w o u ld  p ro ­
bab ly  feel m ore q u a lif ie d  th an  th e ir  Exec  
m em bers on  th is  c o u n t a n y w a y .

O n th e  positive side, the  proposals  
invo lve a g rea ter in v o lv e m e n t o f  N Z U S A  
em ployees w ith  c o n s titu e n t cam puses  
and involve a grea ter in terchan ge  o f  ideas 
and p o lic y  be tw een  c o n s titu e n t S R C ’s.
T h e  la tte r  w o u ld  invo lve E xecu tive  
m em bers w o rk in g  w ith  th e ir  colleagues  
fro m  o th e r cam puses and w o u ld  c learly  
c o n s titu te  an exchange o f  ideas and  
g o o d w ill (m a k in g  up fo r  n o t be ing  able  
to  get wasted (socialising and exchanging  
o f  g o o d w ill)  at C o u n c il.
C onclu sion :

I have o u tlin e d  a n u m b er o f  p rob lem s  
in h e re n t in C o u n c il. N o  d o u b t th e re  are 
m ore. F u rth e rm o re , I have gone to  the  
unheard  o f  step o f  p ro d u c in g  an 
a lte rn a tive . O th ers  m ay have b e tte r  
a lternatives , i f  so th e y  should  be given.
A t  any  ra te  m y a lte rn a tiv e  conta in s  
p le n ty  o f  scope fo r  e la b o ra tio n  a n d /o r  
m o d ific a tio n .

T h e  proposals, essentia lly  
m o d ific a tio n s  o f  th e  present system , 
are a im ed  a t p ro d u c in g  a m ore e ffic ie n t  
C ouncil by  increasing th e  a m o u n t o f  
useful w o rk  d one  per delegate a t the  
expense o f  irre le v a n t w o rk . T h is  is done  
by p u tt in g  th e  perspective o n to  ac tio n  - 
on to  N Z U S A  and its em p lo yees . I feel 
such a perspective w ill be successful.

T h e  proposals also in vo lve  a large cu t  
in C o u n c il size and spending. T h is  m ay  
have a n u m b er o f  draw backs  b u t  I th in k , 
in lieu o f  th e  fin an c ia l hardsh ip  faced by  
m any cam puses, w ill be received g rate­
fu lly . F u rth e rm o re  th e  proposals involve  
a g reater lia ison be tw een  cam puses and  
betw een  N Z U S A  em ployees  and  
cam puses. I th in k  th a t, i f  successful, such 
a tig h te r w o rk in g  system  can o n ly  be to  
the b e n e fit  o f  th e  S tu d e n t A ssociations  
and students g enera lly .

B rian G ray
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C O U R T  IN T H E  A C T
W h at a usefu l li t t le  th in g  th e  R oya l 

C om m ission  o f  In q u iry  is. I f  y o u ’re a 
Prim e M in is te r w a n tin g  to  w h ite -w ash  a 
botched jo b  in tim e  fo r  the n e x t  e lec tio n , 
a R oya l C om m ission  is ju s t th e  th in g  to  
m ake it  lo o k  as though  the  G o v e rn m e n t is 
doing  som eth ing . Y o u  im p ly  th a t  the  
O p p o s itio n  w o u ld n ’t  have even set one  
up, a t the  same tim e  as you  fo rc e  th em  to  
agree w ith  it  in p rin c ip le . A ll v ie w p o in ts  
are grist to  its m ill, and the G o v e rn m e n t  
can c la im  its reco m m en d atio n s  as its ow n  
policies. A n d  w h a t fu n  a C om m ission  
m ust be to  set up. Y o u  get a n ice clean b it  
o f  paper and w rite  very  n e a tly  as fo llo w s:

‘ELIZABETH THE SECOND by the 
Grace o f  God Queen o f New Zealand 
and Her Other Realms and Territories, 
Head o f the Commonwealth, Defender 
o f the Faith:
To Our Trusty and Well-beloved....
( f ill in names etc);
GREETING:
KNOW YE that We, reposing trust and 
confidence in your integrity, knowledge,

ls th e re  a u n ify in g  c o n c e p t w h ich  
ju s tifie d  a R oya l C om m ission  on the  
C ourts , o r is th ere  o n ly  a m orass o f  
loose-ends w h ich  need t id y in g  up ? T h e  
R e p o rt deals w ith  loose ends b u t goes 
fu r th e r , re c o m m en d in g  a reorgan isation  
o f  ju risd ic tio n s . A n  obvious ju s tific a tio n  
fo r  th is  is th e  supposed de lays .in  
o b ta in in g  ‘ju s tic e ’. W h eth er th e  delays  
re a lly  are ve ry  g reat is a q uestio n  seldom  
asked. It  is a lm o st p a rad ig m atic  o f  a 
legal system  th a t  it  w ill be th o u g h t to  
en ta il expense and d e lay . W h a t is the  
evidence fo r  delays o f  such m ag n itu d e  
th a t th e y  w a rra n t a rad ical reo rgan isation  
o f  the  system  ? T h e re  are th e  c o m p la in ts  
o f  law yers; b u t  law yers vary  in e ffic ie n c y  
and co m p eten ce , and co m p la in ts  en ta il 
p u b lic ity  w h ich  m akes up fo r  the  
p ro h ib itio n  on advertis ing: h o w  b e tte r to  
a ttra c t  c lients than  by a p u b lic  appeal fo r  
‘ju s tic e ’ on th e ir  b e h a lf ? T h e re  are the  
c o m p la in ts  o f  litigan ts ; b u t i f  yo u  
persona lly  stand to  w in  or lose lots o f  
m o n ey , w o u ld n ’t  t im e  drag s o m ew h at  
before  the  tr ia l ? N e w  Zealanders  seem

T h e  English queue fo r  ju s t a b o u t e very ­
th ing , and w a it  c o m p la c e n tly  w h ile  
be llig e ren t fo re ign ers  fo rc e  th e ir  w a y  to  
the f ro n t  and d em and  service. T h is  
suprem e to le ran ce  o f  de lay  m ay  ex p la in  
the ( to  us) shocking  state o f  c o u r t  
backlogs fro m  the  seventeenth  to  the  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . T h ro u g h o u t the  
seventeenth c e n tu ry  estim ates  o f  the  
backlog o f  ch an cery  cases reached figures  
like  2 0 ,0 0 0 . S om e cases w ere  s till pend ing  
a fte r 3 0  years. By 1 8 2 4  even a s im ple  
m a tte r co u ld  ta k e  5 years. A t  th a t  t im e  
the sub lim e in d iffe re n c e  o f  th e  English  
led to  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  one o f  the  
greatest causes o f  ju d ic ia l d e lay  a t the  
t im e  as head o f  a C om m iss ion  to  in q u ire  
in to  the  delays. L o rd  E ld o n , a judge w h o  
had been k n o w n  to  a d m it  to  having  
fo rg o tte n  argum ents  he had heard  2 0  
years p rev ious ly  b u t had n o t y e t  given  
ju d g m e n t o n , co u ld  f in d  l it t le  fa u lt  w ith  
the system .

and ability, do hereby nominate, . . .  .u  • * c<. ,, .Z  , ■ * • . to  hate w a itin g  th e ir  tu rn . S ta ll a t theconstitute, and appoint you, the said .......  htc . . , h in  . ..
(put names again, in a little  list) to be a 
Commission to inquire in to ........’

W ell, t h a t ’s the  heading. N o w  fo r  the  
subject. R ea lly  it  d oesn ’t m a tte r m uch  
w h a t i t ’s a b o u t, so long as th e re ’s a sort 
o f  social concern  o r p u b lic  in te res t c o m ­
ing th ro u g h . L e t ’s say i t ’s on th e  C ourts . 
Yes, good one ! So yo u  p u t th a t  d o w n , 
w rap p ed  in cosy phrases such as ‘ to  
secure the  just, hum ane , p ro m p t,
e ffic ie n t , and econom ical d is p o s a l.........
to  ensure the ready access o f  th e  people  
o f  N e w  Zealand to  the C ourts  fo r  the  
d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e ir  rights and the  
rem ed yin g  o f  th e ir  g rie v a n c e s . . . . ’ and  
so on. T h e n  yo u  be a b it m ore specific , 
so th e y  d o n ’t go to o  fa r a fie ld , n o m in a te  
a C h a irm an  (yes, fo lk s , Chairman), give 
th em  a b it  o f  p o w er, and then  set th em  
a tim e  lim it . R ea lly  this is just lik e  a tim e  
lim it  fo r  an assignm ent th a t an y  s tu d en t 
m ay have to  cope w ith , b u t so th ey  
w o n ’t be to o  q u ick  to  ask fo r  an 
extens ion , yo u  p u t it  like  this :
‘And, using all due diligence, you are 
required to report to His Excellency 
the Governor-General in writing under
your hands, not later than ........., your
findings and opinions on the matters 
aforesaid, together with such 
recommendations as you think f i t  to 
make in respect thereof: ’
T h en  a fte r  a few  m ore paragraphs o f  
p o m p o s ity  yo u  take  it  a long to  the G G  
and, signed and sealed, you  have a very  
im posing piece o f  paper.

lights and the je rk  b eh ind  yells  abuse. 
‘D o n ’t  q u e u e ’ in the C af. W e cou ld  learn  
fro m  th e  English on this.

T h e  English love standing  in queues. 
A  classic co m ic  scene begins w ith  a ro w  
o f  E nglishm en standin g  a t a bus stop.

So w h a t, to  the  English, w o u ld  be o u r  
m in u te  delays ? Such sta tis tica l da ta  
as the  R e p o rt includes ind icates  th a t  in 
1 9 7 6  o n ly  1 .3 %  o f  c iv il cases to o k  
m ore than  1 year a f te r  the  proceedings  
w ere co m m en ced  b efo re  th e y  w ere tr ied . 
Even if  the  fig u re  w ere 20%  it  w o u ld n ’t  
necessarily w a rra n t a re a rra n g e m e n t o f  the  
system .

W ell, w h a t n o w  ? T h e  h ig h ly  ta len ted  
group o f  C om m issioners you  have had  
a p p o in ted  set a b o u t th e ir  task. A n d  it is 
n o t d if f ic u lt  to  p re d ic t (u n fa ir ly , in 
hindsight, o f  course) w h a t w ill happen. 
T h e y  w ill hear an aw esom e n u m b e r o f  
subm issions fro m  a vast n u m b e r o f  
people fro m  diverse backgrounds on a 
stunning  array  o f  top ics  and com e up  
w ith  a set o f  re c o m m en d atio n s  w hich  
som ehow  d o esn ’t q u ite  escape the  label 
'com m on-sense’. A nd  being essentia lly  
in te llec tu a l people , th e  C om m issioners  
w ill analyse the ve ry  s tru c tu re  o f  th e ir  
su b jec t-m atte r and in e v ita b ly  propose  
a lteration s. N o  self-respecting C om m ission  
w o u ld  fa il to  do so. F in a lly  (a fte r  tw o  
extensions in this case) the R e p o rt w ill 
appear, im pressively  th ic k  b u t w ith  a fa ir  
deal o f  re p e tit io n  - p resum ab ly  to  m ake  
things sim ple - fo r  p u b lic  appraisal. A nd  
in a sadly large n u m b er o f  instances  
appraisal is all it  w ill get. T h e  e lec tio n  
w ill com e and the im p a c t o f  the R ep o rt  
w ill decrease as events u n fo ld . Perhaps a 
w ishy-w ash y sem blance o f  som e easy-to- 
e ffe c t proposals m ay be band ied  aro u n d  
fo r a w h ile  (as n o w ) b u t t h a t ’s ju s t a b o u t  
all. N o t  o n ly  is this a shocking  w aste o f  
pub lic  funds b u t also it  is an in su lt to  
the C om m issioners w h o  gave th e ir  t im e  
and energy to  w h a t was a (p o lit ic s -a p a rt)  
p o te n tia lly  w o rth w h ile  cause.

But o f  course  
jn, the  greater  

j[S w ill be much 
(except th a t  it 

Ar than a judge  
courts shouldn
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A n  a lte rn a tiv e , and b e tte r, un ify in g  fsing parties to  
co n c e p t is th a t  the  seriousness o f  the *rs w ill need a< 
o ffen c e  should be m atch ed  by the  s ta tu s ^  th a t  com e  
o f  the c o u rt in w h ich  i t  is f irs t  tr ied . Thjsues go before  
R e p o rt alludes to  this in paragraph 1037 ias long recogn 
w here  it  is no ted  th a t  som e S uprem e nation ra th e r tl 
C o u rt judges have expressed concern i that fa m ily  la\ 
th a t  re la tiv e ly  m in o r crim es w ere  Imission recom  
c o n tr ib u tin g  to  an excessive w o rk lo ad  in' that th e re  sho 
th e ir  courts . T hus  a person charged with»ion o f  th e  D is 1 
stealing so m eth in g  w o rth  $ 1 0  o r m ore J jurisdiction in 
has the rig h t to  e le c t tr ia l by ju ry  in the 
S uprem e C o u rt. S u rp ris in g ly , the  
C om m ission  does n o t go fu r th e r  than  
re c o m m en d in g  fu r th e r  s tudy o f  this  
m a tte r. T o  be fa ir , i t  m ust be said that 
the C o m m ission  recognised the  need to 
rev iew  the  w h o le  c lass ification  o f  offence 
p ru n in g  th e  C rim es A c t and possibly another curious  
giving th e  r ig h t to  su m m ary  tria l ( beforejigraph 2 6 1 )  is 
a M ag istra te) w here  p rev iously  o n ly  trial:lade fo r  tr ia l b' 
on in d ic tm e n t (b e fo re  a ju ry  and J:(ie  no  ju ry )  c 
S uprem e C o u rt judge) was availab le . Yeti we w o u ld  hav 
this adm ission m akes paragraph 3 5 7  jiandling o f  tr i;  
d if f ic u lt  to  u nders tand . T h e re  it  is said leases w ith o u t  
‘W e accept as fu n d a m e n ta l th e  submissioiiterpart in the  
th a t p u re ly  in d ic ta b le  o ffen ces should jent n o t experie 
be trie d  in the H igh C o u r t . ’ Does this juld be condu c  
m ean ‘ in d ic ta b le  as n o w  (p re -re fo rm ) J r offences. I t  i 
u n d e rs to o d ’ — if  so, then  paragraph 1 0 3 7 em en d atio n  v 
is c o n tra d ic to ry  — o r  ‘ in d ic ta b le  as it  will ving an increa  
m ean w hen the  A c t  has been p ru n e d ’ -  listrates. T h e  G  
i f  so, then  it  is tau to lo g o u s . B u t m ore: tN the rig h t to  tr  
basic p o in t m ade in paragraph 3 5 7  is thate w ou ld  be ex< 
because in o n ly  a sm all p ro p o rtio n  ( 3%)lie d e fe n d a n t o  
o f  cases is the  p e n a lty  im posed in the jt to  be tr ie d  b> 
S uprem e C o u rt greater than  th a t  which th in k  th e y  an 
cou ld  have been im posed by a Magistrate mdy on  th is  sul 
had the  d e fe n d a n t e lected  tria l in the Id be. K a lven  ; 
lo w e r c o u rt, th ere  is no  need fo r  the righFrican J u ry ’ Li 
to  e le c t tr ia l in the  S u p rem e C o u rt. Why, led ju d g e -ju ry  
should sentencing  p o lic y  d ic ta te  tria l 15 trials. T h e y  c 
procedu re  ? A n d  w h y , i f  a new -s ty le  will a c q u it  wh 
m a g is tra te ’s c o u rt w ith  ju ry  is to  have 3 iconvicted in ‘ 
sole f irs t  instance ju ris d ic tio n  over what (other h and , thu 
are n o w  e lec tab le  o ffen ces (w h e re  the ]re the  judge w  
d e fe n d a n t can e lec t S uprem e C o u rt trial),jases. Such spar 
should  it  n o t also have the  same jurisdic- ;he au thors  indi 
t io n  o ver o ffen ces w h ich  are n o w  solely Is tend to  agre< 
tr ia b le  in the  S u p rem e C o u rt  ? W h ile  fn than A m e ric  
p u rp o rtin g  to  increase the status o f  the lish juries deal 
M agistrates C ourts , the  e ffe c t  o f  this nces. I t  w o u ld  
re c o m m e n d a tio n  w o u ld  be to  perpetuate (onal d e fen d an t  
the  s tigm a th a t  yo u  d o n ’t  get justice in j-rather th an  b» 
the  lo w e r courts , because som e offences fhe sub ject o f ; 
rem ain  the  preserve o f  the h igher court, pition by  the  R 

A n d  w h a t does th e  R e p o rt have to sayragraph 3 5 9 )  t l 
a b o u t h o w  to  reduce ju d ic ia l w orkloads ?w tried  by  a D i 
Increase the  n u m b e r o f  judges. N o t  a , y he should  on  
surprising re c o m m e n d a tio n , b u t n o t a verjictly to  th e  Co  
good one e ith e r. If , as is lik e ly , judges tto  the  H igh C 
deal w ith  cases a t a s low er rate  than  they Lars to  be th a t  
are being b ro u g h t to  c o u rt, a backlog will ieiiate c o u rt sh 
occur. A n d  y e a rly  this backlog  w ill grow.!on o f  d ire c tio r  
T h e  fas ter the b acklog  grows, th e  sooner sentences. T h is  
w ill the  lim it  on the  acceptab le  backlog jurt th e  o p p o rti  
be reached. T h en  e ith e r m o re  judges will J>ady extensive  
have to  be created , o r cases w ill have to itters. A n o th e r  
be d ive rted  fro m  the  courts  and dealt withet fo r im p o rta n  
by o th e r m eans. T h e  R e p o rt does n o t l i r t  o f  A p p ea l s 
questio n  th a t  the  p o w er to  settle  disputes iges (paragraph  
accord ing  to  law  (paragraph  2 4 3 )  is l en and th is  cha 
p ro p e rly  vested in the  courts . T h is  sounds«e tro u b le . A t  
O K  u n til one realises th a t  a lo t  o f  judicial .peal consists o 
t im e  is spent on se ttlin g  fa m ily  disputes of one case, th ree  
various sorts. N o w  th e  law  o f  co n tra c t |y  be d e livered , 
takes a sensible approach to  this area o f 2y all agree as t  
life : hands o f f . O n ly  in ex c e p tio n a l - |y  m ay do so f< 
s itu a tio n s  does a d om estic  ag reem ent give « judges m ay ; 
rise to  a b in d in g  legal c o n tra c t. B u t other L  reasons, w hi 
areas o f  law  have advanced w h ere  contract?e w ith  the otl 
w isely  stood aside. T h e  m ost significant Ip o in ts . O r  the 
as fa r  as ju d ic ia l t im e  is concerned  is 
fa m ily  law . W h y  c a n ’t  people  be allowed  
to  do th e ir  o w n  unco n tested  divorces  
(th ere  w ere  4 1 1 7  in 1 9 7 6 )  and bring  
th em  b efo re  a lesser p u b lic  servan t than 
a judge ? W h y do  law yers have to  be 
involved in fa m ily  p ro te c tio n  m atters  ?
O f  course th e re  is no reason a p a rt from  
established practice , and the  h o ld  th a t the 
legal profession has on this lu c ra tive
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(sing parties to  fa m ily  p ro te c tio n  
:rs w ill need advice and assistance, 

the  statusjeed th a t  com e fro m  a la w y e r ? Need  
tr ied . Thgsues go b efo re  a judge ? C o m m erc ia l 

us long recognised the  va lu e  o f  
ration ra th e r th an  legal a c tio n  - i t ’s 
that fa m ily  law  saw it  to o . T h e  
mission reco m m en d ed  (paragraph  
that th e re  should  be a F a m ily  
ion o f  th e  D is tr ic t  C o u rts  w ith  a 

)r more j ju risdiction in all aspects o f  fa m ily  
ry  in the | But o f  course th e  w id e r th e  juris- 
ie  j in, the grea ter the  w o rk lo a d , and  
r than |s w ill be m uch th e  sam e as th e y  are 

F this ] (except th a t  i t  w ill be a m agistrate  
lid  that | ir than a judge w h o  "carries th e  can), 
need to i courts s h o u ld n ’t  be in  th is  gam e a t  

o f  offence1
>sibly j nother curious re c o m m e n d a tio n  
il (beforeiigraph 2 6 1 )  is th a t  p rov is ion  should  
o n ly  trial jade fo r  tr ia l by  H igh C o u rt  judge  
d h  (ie no  ju ry )  o f  certa in  o ffen ces, 
able. Yettw e w o u ld  have a person sk illed  in 

fand ling  o f  tria ls  b y  ju ry  h aving  to  
cases w ith o u t  a ju ry ; and his lesser 
iterpart in the  D is tr ic t  C o u r t  - a t  
nt n o t exp erien ced  in d ire c tin g  juries  

juld be c o n d u c tin g  tria ls  b y  ju ry  o f  
jr offences. I t  is hard to  reconc ile  this  

'aph 1037m m endation w ith  the  o vera ll schem e  
u as it  wil Iving an increase in th e  status o f  
u n e d ’ -  j  strates. T h e  C om m ission  emphasises  
m ore: thi the rig h t to  tr ia l by  H igh C o u rt judge  

»57 is tha e w ou ld  be exercisab le a t the  o p tio n  
ion ( 3%) ie d e fe n d a n t o n ly . B u t w h y  d o  people  
in the tto be tr ie d  by ju ry  ? I t  m ay  be th a t  
t  which th in k  th e y  are m ore  lik e ly  to  get o ff .  
Magistrate judy on  th is  sub ject suggests th a t  th ey  
n the Id be. K a lven  and Zeisel in ‘T h e  
r the righi irican J u ry ’ L itt le , B ro w n , 1 9 6 6 , 
urt. Why led ju d g e -ju ry  disagreem ents in  
' tria l ; 5 trials. T h e y  co n c lu d ed  th a t  the  
»tyle will acquit, w h ere  the  judge w o u ld  
3 have iconvicted in 17%  o f  all tria ls . O n  
^er what other hand, th e  ju ry  w o u ld  c o n v ic t  
re the re the  judge w o u ld  a c q u it in o n ly  2% 
>urt trial), ases. Such sparse d a ta  as was availab le  
jurisdic- he au thors  in d ica ted  th a t  English  

a/ solely «s tend to  agree w ith  the  judge m ore  
Vhile m than A m erican  ones. B u t th en  
> o f  the Jish ju ries  deal o n ly  w ith  serious  
this nces. I t  w o u ld  appear th a t the  

jrpetuate anal d e fe n d a n t w o u ld  e le c t tr ia l by  
stice in rather than  b y  judge alone, 
affences The subject o f  appeals is also given  
r court, j jition b y  the  R e p o rt. I t  recom m en ds  
ive to sayj ragraph 3 5 9 )  th a t  w h ere  a person has 
rkloads ?jn tried  by  a D is tr ic t  C o u rt Judge and  
'Jot a j j he should  o n ly  be able  to  appeal 
n o t a verj >ctly to  th e  C o u rt o f  A p p e a l, and n o t  
udges j tto  the  H igh C o u rt. T h e  reason  
han they (ears to  be th a t  the  p e rm a n e n t  
;klog willjiellate c o u rt should  have sole super­
' l l  grow, on o f  d irec tio n s  to  juries and  rev iew  
e sooner sentences. T h is  denies to  the  H igh  
lacklog urt th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  e x te n d  its 
dges will jjady extensive  exp erien ce  in these 
have to I tters. A n o th e r  re c o m m e n d a tio n  is 
dealt witl t fo r  im p o rta n t  o r d if f ic u lt  cases the  
s n o t urt o f  A p p ea l should  consist o f  five  
disputes Iges (paragraph 3 0 2 ) . N o  reasons are  

) *s  ̂en and th is  change w o u ld  be lik e ly  to  
is sounds ise tro u b le . A t  p resent th e  C o u r t  o f  
f  judicial peal consists o f  th ree  judges, and so 
isputes ol one case, th ree  separate ju d g m en ts  
itrac t ■; y be de livered . A lth o u g h  th e  judges  
area o f ty all agree as to  th e  resu lt o f  the  case,

[y m ay do  so fo r  d iffe re n t  reasons.
(0 judges m ay agree as to  som e o f  
■ir reasons, w h ile  one o f  th e m  m ay  

: contractlee w ith  the  o th e r judge on the  rem ain- 
ificant ipoints. O r  th e y  m ay all d if fe r  in th e ir  
^ ' s iisons. In all these c ircum stances it  
allowed COmes d i f f ic u lt  to  ascertain  e x a c tly  

at the  law  has been declared  by  the  
mrt to  be. T h is  p ro b le m  w o u ld  be 
ignified i f  the  C o u rt w ere to  consist 
five judges. T h e  suggested need fo r  
ch a large c o u rt in ‘ im p o rta n t  or  
fficult cases’ is re a lly  a disguised resort 
a d e m o c ra tic  process in th e  face o f  a 

Ird  decis ion. T h e  present C o u r t  o f  
y earned) ppea| judges are am ong  the w o r ld ’s 

st and th e ir  decisions o fte n  com pare  
vourably w ith  those o f  th e ir  English  
iunterparts. T o  suggest th a t  an increase  
their num bers  by  tw o  is necessary is 
suiting.
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T h e re  is lo ts  m ore  to  c ritic ise  in the  
R e p o rt. O n  th e  subject o f  the  r ig h t to  
appeal to  the  Judic ia l C o m m itt te e  o f  
the P rivy C o u n c il, the  reco m m en d atio n s  
are so vague as to  be w orth less (see page 
3 4 4  reco m m en d atio n s  1 -3 ). M a n y  o f  the  
reco m m en d atio n s  concern  p u re ly  
ad m in is tra tiv e  m atters  w h ich , one w o u ld  
have th o u g h t, th e  C h ie f  Justice was 
s u ffic ie n tly  e q u ip p ed  to  deal w ith  w ith o u t  
the  advice o f  the C o m m ission . F ew  
eyebrow s w ill raise, fo r  e x a m p le , a t  the  
re c o m m e n d a tio n :_ ‘A d m in is tra tiv e  
e ffic ie n c y  requires the  C o u r t  o f  A ppea l 
to  s it fo r  the  m ost p a rt in W e llin g to n  ,’ 
e x c e p t in surprise th a t  the  p o in t  needed  
to  be m en tio n e d . T h e  absence o f  d e ta iled  
reasoning is also d isconcerting . T h e  
reco m m e n d a tio n  th a t  a person be 
given the  rig h t to  e lec t tria l by H igh  
C o u rt judge a lo ne fo r  a large n u m b e r o f  
offences (re c o m m e n d a tio n  3 3 , page 3 4 6 )  
is su p p o rted  in the  te x t  (paragraphs 3 9 4 -  
4 0 0 )  by  re ference to  the  ex is tence in  
som e o th e r ju risd ic tio n s  o f  th e  rig h t o f  
such e lec tio n  in re la tio n  to  a n a rro w  
range o f  o ffen ces o n ly . These are o f  the  
‘w h ite  c o lla r ’ c rim e  ty p e . C le a rly  the  
JB L  tria l was beh ind  th is  re c o m m e n d a tio n . 
I t  is p ro b a b ly  tru e  th a t  an  o rd in a ry  ju ry  
w o u ld  have g reat d if f ic u lty  in grasping  
the  tech n ica lities  o f  c o m m erc ia l law  
w hich  such a tr ia l en ta ile d , b u t  essentially  
the  issue was one o f  h o n es ty , and the  
ju ry  system  should  n o t  be re jec ted  fo r  
these reasons. I t  w o u ld  be possible, fo r  
e x am p le , to  give the ju ry  the  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  exam in e  the  transcrip ts  o f  th e  evidence  
and to  ask questions as the  tr ia l p ro ­

gressed. B oth  these changes c o u ld  be 
co m b in ed  w ith  the use o f  a special ju ry  - 
m em bers o f  the  p u b lic  w h o  are skilled  
businessm en o f  high repute  —  w h o  w ere  
fa m ilia r  w ith  the jargon.

O f  course i t ’s n o t all bad. T h e  basic 
plan o f  increasing the v a rie ty  o f  w o rk  in 
the  M agistrates C o u rt is good. A t  present 
the  m o n o to n o u s  narrow ness o f  the jo b , 
and its re la tiv e ly  lo w  rate  o f  p ay , m eans 
th a t  o n ly  the  m ost d ed icated  o f  those  
capable o f  p e rfo rm in g  the fu n c tio n  are 
accepting  a p p o in tm e n ts . A n  increase in 
ju risd ic tio n  and status w ill m ake the job  
m ore varied and in teres tin g  and, because 
i t  w o u ld  th e re b y  be m ore  rew ard ing , 
good q u a lity  o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  w o u ld  
be ensured.

O n  one p o te n t ia lly  controvers ia l 
m a tte r the C om m ission  was le t d ow n  
by th e  L a w  S o c ie ty . T h is  was the  
e x te n t  to  w h ich  legal executives  (p eo p le  
tra in ed  in som e legal m atters  b u t w ith o u t  
law  degrees, and hence w h o  are n o t  
barristers o r so lic ito rs) can be en tru sted  
w ith  the  m ost m u n d an e  and fo rm a l o f  
c o u rtro o m  tasks, such as the  ap p lica tio n  
fo r  unop posed a d jo u rn m en ts . T h e  
in d ic a tio n  is th a t  to  e x te n d  such pow ers  
to  legal executives w o u ld  encroach on the  
t ra d it io n a l w o rk  o f  barristers and  
solic itors . O f  course w ith  an o ver:supply  
o f  n e w  barristers and so lic ito rs  som e  
‘p r in c ip le ’ has to  be fo u n d  to  ju s tify  the  
re te n tio n  o f  as m uch w o rk  as possible fo r  
‘re a l’ law yers. T h e  subm issions o f  the Law  
S oc ie ty  on this to p ic  w ere th o u g h t by  the  
C om m ission  to  be in adequate .

A  re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t  does n o t  
appear to  be suppo rted  by the  te x t  o f  the  
R e p o rt is th a t  c r im in a l charges should  be 
fram ed  in s im p le  language (page 3 5 9  , 
re c o m m e n d a tio n  2 0 8 ) . T h e  reference is to  
paragraph 8 7 7  o f  the  te x t  w h ich  deals 
o n ly  w ith  the  use o f  language by law yers  
w hen ta lk in g  to  c lien ts , w itnesses and  
ju rors. T h e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  is dangerous, 
in th a t it  de trac ts  fro m  a safeguard o f  the  
c rim in a l law  w h ich  is th a t  a person m ust 
be in fo rm e d  e x a c tly  o f  w h a t is alleged  
against h im , and the p ro secu tio n  m ust 
prove all th a t the la w  requires in o rd er  
to  establish the com m ission  o f  the  
o ffen c e  by  the  d e fe n d a n t. O rd in a ry  
language lacks precis ion and advantage  
m ay be taken  o f  th is by the  p ro secu tio n .
Even a person w h o  in fa c t  d id  so m eth in g  
illegal is nevertheless e n tit le d  to  plead  
‘n o t g u i lty ’ and req u ire  the p rosecu tio n  
to  prove its case. A n  o rd in a ry  language  
p ro p o s itio n  m ay be easier to  p rove than  
a m ore precise technica l one. T h u s  it  m ay  
be easier to  c o n v ic t a t ru ly  in n o c e n t  
person w hen the charge is la id  in p la in  

( English.
In areas w here  re fo rm  is m ost u rg e n tly  

requ ired  the R eco m m en d atio n s  are vague. 
R e c o m m e n d a tio n  221 (page 3 6 1 )  is th a t  
‘ Legal advice and rep resen ta tio n  fo r  
d efendants  in c rim in a l cases should  be 
assured by  im p ro v in g  the present legal, 
aid and d u ty  s o lic ito r schem es’. T h e  o n ly  
d e fin ite  aspect to  this is the proposal in 
the te x t  (paragraph 9 3 3 )  th a t  som e  
choice o f  counsel be a llo w ed  to  a person  
w h o  is g ranted  legal a id . A t  present, w hen  
a person is gran ted  legal aid he is given 
the nam e o f  the la w y e r w h o  w ill ac t fo r  
h im . T h e  advantage o f  th is  is th a t  an 
e ff ic ie n t  a llo c a tio n  is m ade. I t  is n o t  
unusual to  hear people  charged w ith  
(w h a t  in fu tu re  m ay be ca lled ) pissing in 
the s tree t asking fo r  a d jo u rn m e n ts  
because th e y  h a v e n ’t y e t been able to  
c o n ta c t th e ir  la w y e r. A n d  w h o  is ‘ th e ir  
la w y e r ’ ? M r X , Q .C . o f  course !

P o te n tia lly  th e  m ost in te re s tin g  and  
in n o vative  area o f  in q u iry  ended  w ith  a 
re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t the to p ic  should  be 
k e p t u n d er rev iew . T h is  is th e  use o f  
diversion schem es (paragraphs 1 0 4 7 -1 0 5 3 ) .
T h e  e ffe c t  o f  these is t a d iv e r t  p e r pic 
fro m  process by the  courts . A f te r  being  
charged w ith  an o ffen c e  o f  the  
a p p ro p ria te  k in d , th e  person is given  
the o p tio n  o f  agreeing to  ca rry  o u t  som e 
sort o f  w o rth w h ile  c o m m u n ity  w o rk  
ra th er than  be d e a lt w ith  by th e  courts  
and s u ffe r the  m ore lim ite d  ty p e  o f  
p e n a lty  o ffe re d  there . In appra is ing  these 
schem es the  C om m ission  recognised w h a t  
is surely  the  fu n d a m e n ta l p o in t:

‘ I t  has been said th a t  i f  the  tren d  
tow ards  th e  increasing use o f  th e  c rim in a l 
law  to  deal w ith  social p ro b lem s  contin ues  
u n ab ated , it  w ill resu lt ( i f  th is  has n o t  
a lread y  o ccu rred ) in the  c rim in a l justice  
system  b ecom in g  debased, and its 
a b ility  to  deal w ith  serious c rim e  
d e b ilita te d .’ (p aragraph  1 0 5 3 ) .

T h is  is in accord w ith  th e  accepted  
p rin c ip le  th a t the ‘p ro life ra t io n  o f  courts  
is u n d e s ira b le ’ (paragraph  2 5 0 ) . Perhaps 
the C om m iss ion  should  have c o n c e n tra te d  
on ways in w hich  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  justice  
can be im p ro ved  by the  d ivers ion  o f  
business fro m  the  co u rts  to  o th e r  bodies.
O n e  ex a m p le  o f  shocking  w aste o f  
ju d ic ia l ta le n t re c e n tly  o ccu rred . T h e  
E lectora l C o u rt, w h ich  consisted o f  the  
C h ie f Justice and tw o  S u p rem e  C o u rt  
judges o f  very  high ca lib re  was ob liged  
to  spend an u n d u ly  large a m o u n t o f  t im e  
considering  e le c tio n  p e titio n s . O f  course  
this occurred  a fte r  the  C om m iss io n  had  
c o m p le ted  its task. In  a n y o n e ’s books the  
task o f  the  E lec to ra l C o u rt  on those  
occasions was m u n d an e . Perhaps the  
controvers ia l ‘ ticks and crosses’ 
decision is an a b e rra tio n  resu ltin g  fro m  
the stra in  o f  th e  task. T h e  jo b  w o u ld  have  
presented m ore  o f  a challenge to  less 
ta len ted  m inds, w ith  perhaps a m ore  
satis fac to ry  result.

D o n  M ath ias
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G eorge T h o ro g o o d  and th e  D estroyers  
M ove it  O ver  
S to ckad e  th ru  R C A

D ennis B row n  
W ords o f  W isdom  
( th ru  W E A )

M uch o f  the reggae rou n d  a t the  m o m ­
ent I f in d  lacks guts. As soon as these O h  
so sanctim on ious rastas s ta rt b la th erin g  
a b o u t ‘roots ro ck  reggae’ yo u  get b land  
d isko fad d a . D ennis B row n does m uch to  
set the  s to ry  rig h t. Blessed by Jah w ith  
one o f  those great soul voices, expressive  
o f  all the  hopes/fears/desires  o f  his au d ­
ience, he has the  in te g rity  and w isdom  n o t  
to  abuse his ta lents .

He is also a tru e  star, a consisten t J A  
h itm a k e r over the  last decade. ( H e ’s n o w  
2 2 ) . T h ree  o f  his best songs on ‘W ords o f  
W is d o m ’ are rem akes o f  songs he h it  w ith  
a b o u t ’7 3 . A id ed  by the  superb jo e  G ibbs  
p ro d u c tio n , the m ix  clean and fresh , a far  
cry  (c h a n t, tw is t and shout) fro m  the  a m ­
orpho us sludge Island is m ix in g  up a t the  
m o m e n t. Reggae m usic is a fra m e w o rk  fo r  
the message. G ibbs supplies f irm  ryd im s, 
soundcages fo r  B ro w n ’s brand o f  love.

M ost o f  the songs are just very  good  
reggae, you  should k n o w  w h e th e r yo u  love  
it o r hate  it  by n o w , so I ’ll c o n cen tra te  on  
the singles.

‘A in ’t  th a t Loving  Y o u ’ is, by  the sound  
o f it , a S tu d io  1 rem ake , a lo ve ly  soul in ­
flec ted  ba llad , touches o f  ho rn , w o n d e rfu l 
m elo d y . ‘C assandra’, op en in g  side tw o , has 
been rem ade w ith  a rockers ry d im , fast 
fu n k y  and w h o  said reggae has no c lim axes. 
But the fin a l track  is the key , the c lincher, 
the reason to  pester record  stores (and  
S unday m o rn in g  requests) so yo u  can listen  
to  it. ‘ M o n ey  in M y  P o c k e t’ has th e  same 
th em e as Sam  C o o k e ’s ‘A n o th e r  S atu rd ay  
N ig h t’, and like  th a t li t t le  ite m  is deserving  
o f  in s tan t classic status. F o rg e t all p lastic  
im ita tio n s , B ro w n ’s w o e fu l lam en t o f  
“ m o n ey  in m y  p o cke t b u t I just c a n ’t get 
no lo v e ’ transcends all categories, all styles. 
It  raises ‘W ords o f  W is d o m ’ fro m  a very  
good reggae a lb u m  to  being an essential 
one.
A d am  G iffo rd

T o o ts  ano th e  M ay ta ls  
’.‘Pass th e  Pipe  
is la n d  th ru  Festival

<*Y.M*rh u n h a p p y . Sad. A n d  fo r  m e to  be 
y v  \Y .Y .V F ? 7 ? r A \  sad a b o u t a T o o ts  record  strange indeed.

For I have a lw ays fo u n d  th e  M a y ta ls  the  
Y . y T . V  Y . V . Y . ' . V . m ost j ° y ° us ar|d u p lif t in g  o f  Jam aican  

Y .y M y / X bands, fro m  th e  g reat ru d ie  a n th e m
............... * ‘Pressure D ro p ’ to  his last a lb u m , ‘ Reggae

T o  critic ise  th is  record  w o u ld  be*«*Y .Y .Y .Y «G ot S o u l’, w ith  its feel o f  a san ctified  
egotis tica l, s illy . T h e  p u r ity  o f  th e ir  *'*****v*Ygospel revival m eeting . B ut th is  one just 
vision, th e ir  message leaves m e h u m b le d . Y / .Y d o e s n ’t  catch on .

C u ltu re
T w o  Sevens Clash  
(L ig h tn in g  th ru  W ea)

I can o n ly  in tro d u c e , ask you  to  listen.
C u ltu re  are Joseph H ill - lead vocals, 

R alph  W a lk e r - te n o r vocals, K en n e th  
Dayes - a lto  vocals. T h e y  observe. 
O bserve th e ir  society  w ith  the  eyes o f  
rastafari. T h e y  are seers, p roph ets , poets. 
T h e  o n ly  J A  ac t co m p arab le  is 
B urn ing  Spear.

1 9 7 7 . T h e  tw o  sevens clash. In  
Jam aica and England an im p o rta n t  year, 
an im p o rta n t  record . T h e  gap betw een  
a rt and life  bridged by  the  p o w e r o f  
Jah R asta fari. C u ltu re  e x p lo re  th e ir  
black h is to ry , heritage, hopes and  
a llite ra tio n s . As b lack a record  as S p ear’s 
‘M arcus G a rv e y ’ o r M ingus ’ ‘ L e t M y  
People H ear M u s ic ’. M usic to  be heard  

hard. H ard er th an  th e  res t.
P roduced by th e  ‘M ig h ty  T w o ’, Joe 

G ibbs and E rro l T h o m p s o n , th e  singers 
are fram ed  in surreal soundcages, dense 
y e t lig h t, s trength  th rough  s im p lic ity , 
m usic and message are one. T h e  fu ll 
resources o f  th e  J A  s tu d io  m a fia  are 
b eh ind  th is  band. T h e  songs fin e , rich  
and deep.

T o  state facts. ‘T w o  sevens C lash ’ is a 
classic a lb u m . Seen. C u ltu re  are th e  best 
vocal g roup  to  com e o u t o f  Jam aica in 
years. Seen. C u ltu re  are fu ll o f  riches; 
th e y  m ay n o t be y o u r o w n  C u ltu re , b u t 
th e y  should  be listened to , given respect, 
yo u  c a n n o t b u t get som eth ing  o u t  o f  it.

• • • • • • • • • •

A d am  G iffo rd

So w h a t ’s w ro n g  ? F o r s tarters th ere  
Y ^ r e  o n ly  e ig h t songs. N o t enough  

*  va ria tio n  o f  th e  ryd im s. T h e  len g th  o f  the  
i;  songs are never ju s tifie d  m u sica lly  o r  

ly ric a lly . K arl P itte rs o n ’s p ro d u c tio n  is 
’ *. unadvertu rou s , a lth o u g h  th e  m ix  is the  
, b e s t I ’ve heard  on any recen t Island  
V . release, so it  p ro b a b ly  w asn ’t  em ascu lated  
\ ‘«at the  dread Com pass P o in t Nassau w ay-  

*side space s ta tio n  S tud ios. B u t the  m usic  
lacks punch.

D o n ’t  get m e w rong , i t ’s n o t b land . 
T h ere  are lo ts o f  good touches, splashes 
o f  h o rn , b its o f  percussion, strange space 
p u n ctu ated  b y  Ansell C o llin s  p iano . 
(C o llin s  w ith  his b ro th e r Dave m ade th e  
sem inal dub a lb u m  ‘D o u b le  B a rre l’, the  
firs t reggae a lb u m  to  f in d  its w a y  o n to  
N Z  d e le tio n  racks). B u t th e  re p e tit io n  
and chantin g  w h ich  used to  be th e  M ayta ls  
strongest p o in t has becom e th e ir  fa ilin g . 
W hile  his voice is still g reat, T o o ts  seems 
to  be s lo w ing  up . T h e  songs b u ild  b u t  
never m ake a n y th in g , and th en  fad e  aw ay  
over tw o  or th re e  m inutes .

Perhaps th e  fa ilu re  o f  th e  a lb u m  can 
be seen in the  last and best tra c k . ‘T a k e  it 
F ro m  Me (N o  M o n e y , N o  Love) is a 
b e au tifu l song, rich and m e lo d ic  w ith  a 
w o n d e rfu l p e rfo rm an ce  f ro m  T o o ts . It  
goes its len g th y  course, susta in ing  in terest, 
fades and then  com es back fo r  a m in u te  
long in s tru m en ta l re fra in  - a sad w ay  to  
end.
A d am  G iffo rd

still has lots go ing  fo r  it. B u t even morfe,

TALKING HEADS
K  T e l Reggae

FEAR

W hile  w e ’re on  the  subject, the  K  T e l 
Reggae c o m p ila tio n  is a good in tro d u c tio n  
to  the genre. A lth o u g h  it  plays p re tty  safe 
w ith  a heavy w e ig h tin g  to w ard s  Island  
p ro d u c t, it  does co n ta in  several bona fid e  
classics. F ro m  the  edrly  p eriod  com es the  
M elo d ian s ’ ‘ Rivers o f  B a b y lo n ’, still a 
great song despite  shodd y im ita tio n s , 
D esm ond D e k k e r ’s ‘ Is rae lites ’ and J im m y  
C li f f ’s ‘S u ffe rin g  in the L a n d ’, essentials 
in a n y -co llec tio n . F ro m  the  h eavyw eigh ts  
comes Peter T o s h ’s ‘ N o  S y m p a th y ’, th e  best 
track  on ‘Legalise I t ’, T o o ts  and  the  
M a y ta ls ’ ‘ Reggae G o t S o u l’, w h ich  sounds 
great on the K iw i J u k e b o x , and the  live 
cut o f  Bob M a rle y  and th e  W a ile rs ’ ‘ N o  
W om an, N o C r y ’.

T hen  o n to  the lig h tw e ig h ts , Z ap  Pow, 
a tw is t o f  du b  fro m  In n e r C irc le , T h ird  
W o rld  do ing  G a m b le -H u ff, D il lin g e r ’s 
.‘C okane in M y  B ran e ’, a h it  b u t  a good  
exam p le  o f  w h y  DJ ta lk o v e r has a bad 
nam e, R o b ert P alm er, (R o b e rt  P alm er !??) 
and the  to ta lly  fe a th e rw e ig h t b u t q u ite  
q u ite  w o n d e rfu l’ ‘ U p to w n  T o p  R a n k in g ’ 
fro m  A lth ea  and D o n n a . F ro m  th ere  on  
the  record is padded w ith  also-rans even 
I ’ve never heard o f.

As I say, i t ’s a good safe in tro d u c tio n  
fo r  a budget price, h ig h ly  co m m e n d a b le  
fo r  th a t b u t no  surprises.

A d am  G iffo rd

the p rin c ip le  th a t  people  should  be able  
to  m ake th e  k in d  o f  m usic th e y  w a n t to. 
O n th e  streets, on  a sm all h u m an  scale 
p re ferab le . G o  o u t and p lay  in A lb e r t  Park 
in Q u een  St, in th e  c o ffe e  bar. F R E E  
L U N C H  F O R  B U S K E R S . T h a t ’s w h y  
T h o ro g o o d  is on R o u n d er, a sm all fo lk  
o rie n te d  label w h ich  had n ever had a h it  
u n til G eorge show ed u p , b u t has never 
m ade a loss on a record  e ith e r. T h e ir  
artists are th e  so rt o f  people  y o u  see 
p lay in g  in parks or in a ro o m  a t  a p a rty , 
u n p re te n tio u s  and c e leb ra tin g  the  joys  
o f  m usic.

T h e  o th e r side o f  th e  s to ry  is th a t  
G eorge T h o ro g o o d  is boring , and  
re p e tit iv e , to ta lly  u n in ven tive . W h ile  all 
yo u  h ip  tre n d y  assholes are slavering over 
y o u r co p y  o f  ‘M ove it  on O v e r ’, guys w ith  
a lo t  m ore going fo r  th e m  like  B u d d y  
G u y , Son Seals, L u th e r  A lliso n , are 
struggling to  m ake  a liv ing. J .B . H u tto  
beats sh it o u t  o f  h im  a t an y  h o u r o f  the  
d ay  o r  n ight. F o rg e t T h o ro g o o d , yo u  can 
still f in d  E lm o re  Jam es records ( i f  y o u ’re 
lu c k y ), o r  B u k k a  W h ite , o r  Mississippi 
Fred  M c D o w e ll, o r B lin d  D ave  
C h ik o w s k i, o r  L ig h tn in g  H o p k in s , o r  
M u d d y  W aters, o r Jo h n n y  W in te r  e t  al. 
C hicago - T h e  Blues T o d a y  is read ily  
availab le , as are b o th  R o b e rt Johnson  
album s, so yo u  can f in d  o u t h o w  ‘K in d  
H earted  W o m a n ’ was m ean t to  be p layed. 
A n d  d o n ’t fo rg e t, the  D e law are  
D estroyers  are re a lly  a baseball team .

D ia n n e  C h ik o w s k i

^-FRIDAY
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G eorge T h o ro g o o d  is som eone I ’m in 
tw o  m inds a b o u t, so I ’ ll give yo u  both  
sides o f  m y s to ry . T h e n  I w o n ’t  Teel rotten  
n e x t w eek.

T h e  f irs t  one is th a t  T h o ro g o o d  is the  
best w h ite  bluesm an to  em erge since 
Jo h n n y  W in te r  s tu m b led  o u t  o f  Texas  
in to  th e  unsuspecting and in re tro sp ect 
u n s y m p a th e tic  ro c k  m a rk e t o f  1 9 6 9 .
G eorge w orks on his pure  e n e r g y .......
thats  a b o u t all h e ’s got, since h e ’s so 
godd am ned  w o n d e rfu lly  p r im itiv e , an 
an achron ism  stuck  in som e tw e n ty  year 
o ld  tim e w a rp  ( fa c to r  five , M r S p o ck ). 
T h e re  was a tim e  w hen  every  n icke l and  
d im e  bar band in th e  sticks w o u ld  be
d o ing  w h a t h e ’s d o in g ......  R & B standards,
a b it  o f  H o o k e r, a to u ch  o f  C h u c k  B erry, 
Bo, M u d d y , H a n k  W illiam s  and  o f  course 
E lm o  James. C ran k  up  the  v o lu m e , speed 
i t  up , everyo n e  dance !

T h o ro g o o d  shows us h o w  fa r  ro ck  
has been sp lit f ro m  its roots , h o w  m uch  
w e have lost. H o t  sw eaty  dance m usic
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An E N O -  H e r e  C o m e  T h e  W a r m  J e ts  
iydor th r o u g h  P o ly g r a m

Brian E no is, u nasham ed ly , the  
sest to  a hero  I have. He has tw o  basic 
sical styles - one is a v io le n t a ttack in g , 
iroach w h ich  tends to  be looser and 
re le ft to  chance, the  o th e r  is his 
ibient m usic ’ s ty le  in w h ich  he c o m ­
es background m usic w h ich  he expects  
je p layed a t a lo w  level - som etim es  
ing b e lo w  the  th resho ld  o f  hearing.

Of course he doesn’t  stay w ith in  the  
nfines o f  these labels b u t th e y  are  
dom inant. A n  obvious re tre a t fro m  
th is th e  F r ip p /E n o  c o lla b o ra tio n  ‘A n  
jex o f  M e ta ls ’ th a t pretends am bience  
tslinks nervously  and d is m ay in g ly  
iund yo u .
Nearly all th e  songs on W arm  Jets are  

jthe f irs t  s ty le  I m e n tio n e d , w ith  Eno  
Iging raucously  (th e  lyrics are usually  
lelines (a lth o u g h  o fte n  e n ig m a tic ); its 
it the sty le  o f  singing and a c c o m p a n i­
st he co ncentrates  o n )

; 'Needles in the  Cam els E y e ’ opens w ith  
Iriving g u ita r r i f f  and p o u n d in g  drum s, 
lilding up to  several sudden breaks in 
ntinuity. T h e  lyrics are a lm o st  
in telligible.

The Paw Paw Negro B lo w to rc h ’ is a 
sounding d i t ty  a b o u t an uncaring  

Ifriend. T h e  synthesiser solo was 
scribed by C ream  as ‘m e ta llic  
ipmonks m a tin g ’ - its c e rta in ly  an 
teresting e ffe c t. A n y o n e  w h o ’s heard o f  
10 knows ‘ B a b y ’s on F ire ’ - cyn ica l 
id strange lyrics co m b in ed  w ith  the  
stained g u ita r o f  F rip p  and b o th  
ectronic and n o rm a l percussion, p u t 
gether in a d is tin c tly  E no s ty le  m ix .

C indy Te lls  M e ’ has Phil M an zan era  
lying g u ita r lik e  on D ia m o n d  Head, 
lie m ost laid back song so fa r, w h ile  
contrast ‘D riv in g  M e B ackw ard s ’ 
recariously bounces a lo ng  on a musical 
ecipice w ith  leering ra th e r th an  singing  
id F r ip p ’s g u ita r p u n c tu a tin g  th e  lyrics.

On side 2 ‘O n  Som e F a ra w a y  B each’ 
pens, w ith  a s im ple p ian o  line , b u ilt  on  
ogressively w ith  m o re  keyboards  and 
icking vocals. F in a lly  E no starts  
nging - ‘G iven  the  chance I ’d die like  
baby/  on  som e fa ra w a y  beach . . . . ’ He  
ides o u t  w ith  all in s tru m en ts  b u t the  
ano w h ich  contin ues  its s im p le  tu n e  

“B lan k  F ra n k ’ a b ru p tly  starts. Co- 
ritten w ith  F rip p , its very  loose; o n ly  
ie keyboards keep it  in place. F rip p  adds 
icious fu zz e d  g u ita rrin g  and a m achine  
in chord.

‘Dead F inks D o n 't  T a lk ’ is the  best o f  
ie best fo r  m e. Paul T h o m so n  plays  
jperlative reg im en ta l s ty le  percussion  
while E no ta lks , sings squeaks and  
boruses w ith  h im s e lf - ‘O h  C h e e k y  
]ieeky/O h n au g h ty  s n e a k y /y o u ’re so 
«rceptive a n d /l w o n d er h o w  yo u  k n e w ’, 
'he gu ita r solo (b y  E no) uses snake g u ita r  
linking f ro m  n o te  to  n o te . ‘O h  
erfect M a s te rs /T h e y  T h riv e  on  
lisas te r s . . . . ’

‘Som e o f  th e m  are o ld ’ is a n o th e r nice  
ne and uses th ree  layers o f  slide g u ita r  
id keyboard  tu n e . S im on  K in g ’s 
(umming fades in, then  the  vocals, o n ly  
a be faded o u t  w ith  e v e ry th in g  else as 
lie song s lo w ly  disappears.

A lthough  5 years o ld , th is  a lb u m  still 
stains a freshness th a t  eludes 8 0 %  o f  
wsic being released n o w  (a t least in N Z ) .  
)f course, i t  w o n ’t  get on the  charts  
hopefully) b u t i t ’ll still be one o f  m y
ip 1 0 .

P.S. — A d am  G iffo rd  I disagree — 
no should stick  to  his solo w o rk , 
llthough ‘ H eroes’ and ‘ L o w ’ w ere good, 
Lodger’ suggests th a t  the B o w ie /E n o  
ollaboration has stagnated.

D o  I t  Y o u r s e l f
Ia n  D u r y  a n d  t h e  B lo c k h e a d s
S t i f f  t h r u  P o ly g r a m

T h is  a lb u m  dem onstrates  w h a t can be 
done in a sh o rt t im e  w ith  te a m w o rk , e x ­
p e rim e n t and hard g ra ft. U n d er th e  able  
m usical d ire c tio n  o f  Chas Jankel, th e  
B lockheads produ ce a clean, t ig h t and 
energetic  a tm osp here  fo r  D u r y ’s m uscular 
vocals to  bounce around  in. Do i t  Your­
self tem pers  som e o f  th e  excesses o f  the  
earlie r New Boots and Panties a lb u m : the  
m usic is cons is ten tly  in ventive  and D u r y ’s 
id io m a tic  co ck-kn ee  lyrics are m ore e x ­
pressive and polished w ith o u t  losing any  
o f  his ch aracteris tic  p ro fa n ity  and m enace.

Inbetweenies sets th e  pace fo r  m ost o f  
the  a lb u m : danceable p u n ch y  rh y th m , 
a lm o st East End disco b etw een  the  verses, 
and incisive synthesiser b reak. Quiet finds  
D u ry  e x a m in in g  th e  w ay  language re in fo r­
ces repressive b ehaviour:
Your Highness, Your Worship,
You stuck-up, pompous tw it 
Q U IE T!

Side tw o  opens w ith  This ls What We 
Find, the  t it le  taken  fro m  a c o rn b a ll d e te r­
g en t co m m erc ia l on  B ritish  T V .  T h e  O gden  
Nash-style  non scanning verses te ll b r ie f  
w it ty  tales w ith  a p a tin a  o f  ord inariness  
and c o n ta in in g  m o re  th an  a lit t le  creative  
obscenity :

Professional interior decorator Albert H ill 
o f Albert H ill

O f noted wallpaper hanging and
double-glazing skill

Carne home to find another gentleman’s 
kippers in the g rill 

So he sanded o f f  his winkle 
With his Black and Decker d r i l l .......................

P a rt?
B A R  C H O R D S

So fa r  we have o n ly  lo o ked  a t  chords based on open  strings, E, A , D  and G , and  
th e ir  respective m inors and sevenths. M ost o f  these o n ly  use th ree  fingers to  produ ce  
the  chord  shape, w h ich  leaves one o f  y o u r le f t  hand fingers u n e m p lo y e d : fo r  m ost 
people th is  m eans th e  lit t le  fin g er o r p in k ie  w hich  o fte n  has l it t le  a rtic u la tio n  o f  its 
o w n , unless y o u  are a m usician (o r a ty p is t! ) . T h e  l it t le  fin g e r needs all the  s trength  it  
can get, and practice  a t bar chords w ill give it  p le n ty  o f  exercise.

T o  produ ce a bar c h o rd , p lace th e  f irs t  fin g er o f  y o u r  le f t  hand f irm ly  beh ind  a f re t  
so th a t  all strings are fre tte d , and th en  tre a t th a t  f in g e r as a te m p o ra ry  ‘n u t ’, using the  
o th e r th ree  fingers to  fo rm  th e  chord  shapes w e have a lread y  learned. Bear in m ind  
th a t  th e  bar (o r  m ore p ro p e rly  barrtf) fin g er m ust be held  d o w n  hard enough to  p rodu ce  
clean -sounding  notes w herever y o u r o th e r th ree  fingers are p laced; to  do  this you  w ill 
need to  have th e  ball o f  y o u r th u m b  d ire c tly  u n d er th e  bar fin g er, ie. in th e  m id d le  o f  
the back o f  th e  neck.

T h e  bar lets yo u  p rodu ce the fo llo w in g  c o m m o n  chords  
w ith o u t  it.

w hich  are n o t possible

F m

F R T F
» E I Zm

G m

These chord  shapes n a tu ra lly  have all the h a rm o n ic  q u a lities  o f  the  same shape p layed  
w ith o u t a bar, so th e y  fo rm  th e ir  sevenths and m in o r sevenths in e x a c tly  the same w ay .

I <1
<1

<1

B 7 F 7 B m 7 F m 7 G m 7

T h e  sym bol ------------->> over the  chord  w in d o w  ind icates  the  use o f  a bar: a sm aller one
m eans a p artia l bar. , . . .  . ..

As a lw ays, p rac tice  changing fro m  chord to  chord  as f lu id ly  as possible, so th a t  the
rh y th m  you  have chosen to  s tru m  or p ick  is p e rtu rb ed  as l it t le  as possible (p re fe ra b ly  
n o t a t a ll). I f  you  lose to u ch  o f  the  rh y th m  fin d in g  a c h o rd , p lay  s lo w er: m usic derives  
fro m , and is su b o rd in ate  to , rh y th m , a t least u n til y o u  can feel th e  b eat e ffo rtle s s ly .

A le x  J a m e s .

S om etim es the  m ost m ean ing ­
less and qu irk ish  o f  D u r y ’s phrases stick  
in m y  m in d  fo r  days on end, and th e  t it le  
line fro m  Uneasy Sunny Day Hotsy Totsy 
is one o f  these: the  lyrics are even m ore  
d e lib e ra te ly  inane than  th e  m asterfu l single 
H it Me With Your Rhythm Stick. Mischief 
finds Ian ad vo catin g  naughtiness in a p ub lic - 
bar u n d e rto n e  th a t  is m ore  bravado than . 
conspiracy, and Dance o f the Screamies 
fea tures  an in c red ib le  vocal e ffe c t like  a 
scream  inside a b o tt le  — h o w  does he do  
it? V e ry  clever T r e v o r ....................

A le x  James

M in g u s  - A  T r i b u t e  t o  C h a r le s  M in g u s
1 9 2 2 - 7 9
J o n i M i t c h e l l

J o n i’s lyrics to  M ingus ’ m usic are n o tic e ­
ab ly  less in tro v e rte d  th an  her previous w o rk , 
and tho u g h  th e  m usic is very  d iffe re n t  fro m  
her o w n  she has fo u n d  it  in the  fre e d o m  to  
expand  her c rea tive  expression. I liked  the  
a lb u m  im m e d ia te ly ; those less fa m ilia r  w ith  
the  w o rk  o f  b o th  artists should  give the  
a lb u m  m ore th an  one hearing.

M itc h e ll was in tro d u c e d  to  jazz  very  
early  on  th ro u g h  the  m usic o f  M iles Davis, 
and his in flu en ce  can be fe lt  in the  clear, 
a lm o st lin ear w ay  in w h ich  she sings. H er 
d e live ry  is s trong and re laxed , and I feel 
th a t she has been a im in g  fo r  th e  sound she 
has achieved on  th is  a lb u m  fo r  som e tim e .

Aside f ro m  Goodbye Pork Pie Hat (an  
old M ingus tu n c ) all o f  the  M ingus n u m ­
bers on th is  a lb u m  w ere w r itte n  specific ­
a lly  fo r  M itc h e ll;  she in tu rn  w ro te  a song 
fo r  M ingus, God Must Be a Boogie Man 
w hich  sadly he never lived to  hear. T h e  
a lb u m  fea tu res  th e  s u p p o rt o f  jazz  greats 
H erb ie  H an co ck  (k e y b o a rd s ), W ayne  
S h o rte r (sa x o p h o n e ), Peter E rskinc (d rum s) 
and Jaco Pastorius, w ith  w h o m  M itc h e ll 
has w o rk e d  fo r  th e  last th ree  years; his 
bass p lay in g  on her Don Juan’s Restless 
Daughter a lb u m  stro n g ly  in flu en ced  th e ir  
jo in t  approach  on Mingus. I t  was a track  
fro m  the D o n  Juan a lb u m , Paprika Plains 
— a piece th a t tests the  lim its  o f  co n ven ­
tio n a l song — w h ich  d re w  M ingus in to  a 
musical re la tio n sh ip  w ith  M itc h e ll. She 
has chosen the  best possible group o f  
m usicians to  w o rk  w ith , in c rea tin g  a t r ib ­
ute to  such a legendary fig u re : Sweet 
Sucker Dance and Goodbye Pork Pie Hat 
represent fo r  m e the best fusions o f  tw o  
artists w h o  arc b o th  accom plished in n o v ­
ators in th e ir  o w n  fie lds.

B elinda W eir
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B Y  P U B L I C  D E M A N D

N O W  2  N I G H T S .  A  M U S T !
BUT HURRY! NO EXTENSION POSSIBLE

Kevin Jacobsen Concert Promotions 
and Michael Edgley International Pty. Ltd. present

AUCKLAND, HIS M A JE ST Y S 
FRI & SAT. S E P T  28 a n d  29, a t  8.15

Plus NZ's own Roger Skinner 
TICKETS AT ST JAMES 

Price $9.50. Party savings 10 or more.

T ru m a n  C apote  was born  in the Deep  
S outh o f  the US and w e n t to  N ew  Y o rk  
to  learn to  be a co sm o p o litan  jo u rn a lis t o f  
the new  school as well as b eco m in g  the  
sort o f  person T I M E  m agazine w o u ld  c lick  

•a pic o f  fo r  th e ir  p eop le  co lu m n . In tru th , 
he learned p re tty  w e ll, got seen a t all the  
righ t spots, and som e years ago w ro te  a 
b rill ia n t piece o f  lite ra ry  jo u rn a lism  called  
‘ In C o ld  B lo o d ’ w h ich  sparked  o f f  c ritica l 
accla im , p o litic a l co n tro versy  and in terest 
in T .C . In th e  w ake o f  all th a t e x c ite m e n t  
Penguin decided to  do the usual and  
drag up  all the C apote  th e y  cou ld  get 
rights fo r  and publish it. So here is ‘A  
T ree  o f  N ig h t ’ , a com pariso n  betw een  
it  and ‘ In C o ld  B lo o d ’ o n ly  serves to  
show  h o w  great T ru m a n ’s d eve lo p m en t  
as a w rite r  has been.

‘A  T ree  o f  N ig h t ’ has its m om en ts  in 
its ragged su pernatura l w anderings around  
post-w ar A m erica , and i t ’s n o t all bad, 
y o u ’re read ing  worse a t the  m o m e n t, b u t 
it  is m in o r league. I t  is sort o f  in te res tin g  
to  see h o w  a jo u rn a lis t a tte m p ts  f ic t io n , 
and to  speculate th a t T ru m a n  in c o rp o ra t­
ed so m uch o f  the  surreal in his stories  
because he got bored  w ith  the  re la tive  
n o n -fic tio n  o f  the rags he d id  hack w o rk  
fo r, b u t i t ’s o n ly  a jo u rn a lis t practis ing on  
the back pages b e fo re  h itt in g  the  
headlines. Read ‘ In C o ld  B lo o d ’.

N o w  fo r  so m eth in g  c o m p le te ly  
d iffe re n t.

V .S . N a ip au l is an In d ian  born in 
T rin id a d  w h o  w e n t to  L o n d o n  to  learn  
to  w rite  and learned very  w ell even 
w ith o u t selling his soul to  jo u rn a lism :  
this b o o k , vin tage ’6 3 , is a p rize w in n e r  
and an e x c e lle n t exam p le  o f  w e ll-m ade  
recent English f ic t io n . ‘M r S tone & the  
K nigh ts  C o m p a n io n ’ is a good s to ry , 
and so w h a t m ore  should I say ? I a d m it  
I have a lw ays h arbou red  suspicions ab o u t  
these people  w h o  go to E ngland to  w rite , 
C o n rad , E lio t, S to p p ard , w o u ld  ‘T h e  
Nigger o f  the  Narcissus’ have been 
b e tte r w r itte n  in Polish, w here  is e th n ic  
pride  to d a y  excep t in th e  E n g in eer’s 
C o m m o n  R o o m  ? A ll th a t aside, N a ipau l 
has shaped a fine  b it o f  prose here, a 
subtle  s to ry  o f  a re tired  m an res tarting  
life . I confess th a t b e fo re  this slim  vo lum e  
cam e a long I had never read a n y th in g  by  
N a ip au l, b u t I w ill try  n o w  and read 
m ore, and I suggest th a t  any o f  yo u  o u t  
there w h o  have go t this fa r should  tu rn  
to  m ore va lu ab le  lite ra tu re .

Michael Ponti in recital.

P ie r r e -J o e s p h  P r o u d h o n ;  H is  R e v o lu t io n ­
a r y  L i f e ,  M in d  a n d  W o r k s  
B y  E d w a r d  H y a m s  
P u b lis h e d  b y  J o h n  M u r r a y

P ut s im p ly , P ro u d h o n , (1 8 0 9 -1 8 6 5 )  a 
French socialist was one o f  the great 
m inds o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  and a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  co rresp o n d en t o f  K arl 
M a rx . A t  tw e n ty -o n e  he d eclined  the  
ed ito rsh ip  o f  a m in is te ria l jo u rn a l because 
he p re ferred  co m p le te  in dependence to  
th a t o f  a lackey  destined  fo r  life  to  
s u p p o rt a u th o r ity . His life  and w ritings  
as an anarch ist w ere recom pensed w ith  
im p ris o n m e n t.

In his in tro d u c tio n  the a u th o r suggests 
th a t b o th  M arx ism  and trade un ion ism  
have b e trayed  the o ld  socia list v is ion, the  
fo rm e r because o f  its respect fo r  law  and  
the la tte r  on acco u n t o f  its w o rsh ip  o f  
the  state . P ro u d h o n  feared  th a t  the  
.theories o f  M a rx  p u t in to  p rac tice  w o u ld  
resu lt in a ty ra n n ic a l s ta te ; in its place  
the F ren ch m an  s u p p o rted  lib e rta ria n  
socialism , n o t social dem o cracy  w hich  
engendered p auperisa tion  (w e lfa re ).

His c o m p le te  w o rks  f il l  2 6  volum es

and include ‘Confessions o f  a 
R e v o lu tio n a ry ,’ ‘ E co n o m ic  C o n tra d ic tio n s ’ 
and ‘W h at is P ro p e rty  ?’. His answ er to  
the  question in the  t it le  is ‘p ro p e rty  is 
th e f t . ’ He was a ttra c te d  to  th e  M u tu a lis ts  
w h o  suppo rted  w o rker-co -o p era tives . He 
w o u ld  replace a u th o r ity , c o m m u n ity  and  
c h a rity  w ith  m u tu a lity , re c ip ro c ity , 
exchange and justice and insisted th a t  
laws, po lice , the w h o le  m a c h in e ry  o f  
g o vern m en t as then  established w ere  
in d ica tive  o f  an im p e rfe c tly  developed  
society .

P ro u d h o n ’s p h ilo so p h y  is re levan t  
to d a y  and his w ritings  - he also published  
m any newspapers - are c losely  s tud ied , 
th is  u n ivers ity  lib ra ry  has a b o u t tw e n ty  
books by o r a b o u t h im  som e o f  th em  in 
French. It  w o u ld  n o t be in a p p ro p ria te  
in the ligh t o f  his w ritin g s  to  read a b o o k  
c lam m erin g  fo r  changes in N e w  Z ealand  
society; it is th e  novel ‘A  M an  C alled  
P eters’ by A d ria n  H a y te r , (H o d d e r & 
S to u g h to n , 1 9 7 7 ) .

J im  B u rn s  , ; ;

E n te rin g  the  L itt le  T h e a tre , one  
w o n d ered  w h e th e r th ere  was rea lly  goine 
to  be a p lay , it  was so bare. B u t w ith  
m uch b o w in g  and s ing le-file  precis ion a 
w o m e n ’s to ile t  was erected  in f ro n t  o f  us. 
S om e nice rea lis tic  touches - th e  to ken  
vase o f  spring flo w ers  and the  antiseptic  
odou rs  as ev idence a c le a n e r’s recen t visit. 
I t  is a w o m e n ’s p lay  th ro u g h o u t b u t  
th e  m ale species provides the  c a ta ly s t for 
th is e x te n d e d  d ia logue be tw een  tw elve  
fem ales o f  v a ry in g  age and s ta tio n  as they  
p rim p  and preen them selves. Each has a 
d iffe re n t  approach  to  the gam e o f  love -  
N o re lle  S co tt is im m a c u la te  as A da , the  
M ad am  o f  the  es tab lish m en t, th e  hard- 
headed rea lis t w h o  maps o u t  her o w n  
m an -h u n t. Sarah B ro w n  and Rachel; 
D u d d in g  convey th e  pathos o f  everv  
b o d y ’s w id o w e d  g ran d m o th er, 
despera te ly  t ry in g  to  f i l l  th e ir  days n o w  / 
th a t  th e y  have no-husbands to  m in ister 
to .

B ut i t ’s a ve ry  b itte r  p lay  fo r  all the  
fr iv o lo u s  quips o f  th e  th ree  o ff ic e  girls, 
p o rtra y e d  w ith  the  a p p ro p ria te  d ream y  
eyed ro m an tism  by D o n n a  Y u z w a lk ,
F r ith  T re z e v a n t and Jackie  B lack lo ck .
T h e  fin a l scenes, o v e rly  m acabre  and  
u n lik e ly  perhaps b u t  e ffe c tiv e  as a 
sym b o lic  o u tp o u rin g  o f  th e  fru s tra tio n s  
w o m en  have suffe red  fo r  years and which  
are o n ly  n o w  being c o h e re n tly  expressed 
th ro u g h  the  fe m in is t m ovem en ts . A  
cyn ica l ra th e r than  s y m p a th e tic  v iew  o f  
h u m an  re la tions  b u t h a rd -h itt in g  in its 

.im p a c t, and w ith  e lem ents  o f  t ru th .
E veryo ne  seem ed a t ease in th e ir  

parts, a m in o r q u ib b le  was th e  tendency  
fo r  everyo n e  to  c lu m p  together,sheep-liK e, 
a t the  f ro n t  o f  the  set to w ard s  th e  end o f 
the  p lay . B u t a fte r  the  dearth  o f  lu nch­
tim e  th e a tre  last te rm , i t ’s good to  see 
the  L itt le  T h e a tre  being used m ore .

E u g e n ie  S ag e

M ic h a e l  P o n t i  P ia n o  R e h e a rs a l  
M a id m e n t  T h e a t r e  
S e p te m b e r  4

M ichael P onti is a v irtu o so  p erfo rm er  
o f  the  f irs t o rd er. He specialises in the  
lesser kn o w n  com posers fro m  the  ro m ­
a n tic  era b u t  on  th is  occasion he stuck  
to  o ld  fa v o u rite s  w ith  V a ria tio n s  fro m  
B eethoven and Brahm s in th e  firs t half, 
and tw o  w o rks  o f  S criab in  and a sonata  
fro m  R ach m an in o v . T h e  B eethoven#l 
fo u n d  so m eth in g  o f  a d isapp*- 
o in tm e n t, as a lth o u g h  having to  keep to  
a th em e , th e  p erfo rm an ce  seem ed to  
lack any sem blance o f  co lo u r in the  
shaping o f  its s tru c tu re . P onti seemed a 
l it t le  bored g e ttin g  th ro u g h  th e  piece arid 
ignored m any  o p p o rtu n itie s  o f  poignancy  
o ffe re d  by pauses in the  piece. Th is  
m ig h t be due to  the  p h en o m en al am o u n t 
o f  practice  he had done th a t d a y  (n o t, 
in c id e n ta lly  an y  o f  the  pieces, in th e  
p rogram m e) as he does b efo re  every  con­
cert — b u t th is  tim e  perhaps reduc ing  
his enthusiasm . T h e  a m a zin g ly  d iff ic u lt  
piece o f  B rahm s was as live ly  and v ib ran t 
as one cou ld  hope b u t the  fo llo w in g  
S criab in  was ro m a n tic  rubbish and to ta lly  
unsalvageable. F ro m  then  on P onti was 
e x c e llen t. He p layed  R ach m an in o v  w ith  
sensitive v ita lity  and as encores he played  
O n d in e  by  Ravel — in co n tras t w ith  all 
the o th e r ro m a n tic  pieces — in tru e  
im pression ist sty le , and th e  f in a l encore  
by L iszt was n o th in g  sh o rt o f  bliss — well 
w o rth w h ile  just fo r  th e  last piece.
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A  t r e e  o f  N ig h t  &  O t h e r  S to r ie s
T r u m a n  C a p o te  $ 2 . 2 0
M r  S to n e  a n d  T h e  K n ig h ts  C o m p a n io n
V .S .  N a ip a u l  $ 2 . 7 0
P e n g u in  B o o k s

R ite s
M a u r e e n  D u f f y  
D ir e c t e d  b y  N o r e l le  S c o t t  
L i t t l e  T h e a t r e  
S e p te m b e r  4 ,  6 ,  a n d  7
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imbs
Someone is sw eeping the  f lo o r , a 

boy is w an d erin g  a ro u n d , c a re fu lly  
iding the  heaps o f  dust b u t s tu m b lin g  
m the stairs. O n the  o th e r side o f  the  
m A d ria n  is tearing  d o w n  sheets o f  
spaper, sp ray-p a in ted  w ith  gaudy  

iris, rem nants  o f  a s tu d io  p e rfo rm a n c e  
ring the  w eeken d . T h e  hall is 
idowless an d  d ra u g h ty , b rig h ten ed  o n ly  
some cardboard  ballerinas c ra z ily  . 
one w a ll. G rā fto n  A rts  C en tre , a 
onant t it le  perhaps fo r  this place  
th mossy walls and peeling  p a in t. B u t  
a hom e fo r  the L im bs D ance C o m p a n y , 
swell used. T h e y  arrive  g rad u a lly , 
aring the  p a llo r o f  tru e  n ig h t.p eo p le  
!co lo u rfu l assortm ents o f  leo tards, 
digans and leg-w arm ers. T h e y  hold  
tside classes here as w ell as using it  
their o w n  p ractice  s tud io . U lt im a te ly  

iy w o u ld  like  it  to  becom e a venue fo r  
perimental th e a tre  and dance w ith  a 
ow or c o n c e rt every m o n th  or so.
In the m ore  im m e d ia te  fu tu re  th ough , 
ibs is leaving so m etim e in th e  m id d le  
October fo r  a th re e -w e e k  to u r  in 
istralia, spending a w eek  in each o f  
Ibourne, A d e la id e  and S yd n ey . Chris  
rdestly confesses th a t  th e y  th o u g h t  
c y  w ould  be c o m p le te ly  u n k n o w n  
ross th e  Tasm an b u t th e ir  business 
m inistrator Sue Paterson discovered  
at the m em bers o f  e x p a tr ia te  co lo n y  
Sydney had heard so m eth in g  o f  th e ir  
:w Zealand re p u ta tio n .
ry-Jane added th a t  th e y ’re exp ec tin g  to  
use a fe w  ripples in the  A u s tra lia n  dance  
:ne because none o f  the  m o d ern  
mpanies there  d o  any  jazz  dance, cone  
ncentrating instead on m ore heavy- 
;ight p o litic a l and p h ilo so p h ica l m ateria l, 
e’re going to  go a long as a m odern  
nee c o m p a n y  and do all o u r short 
itle dances and all o u r jazz  dances  
„and a lo t  o f  th e m  are going to  be 
iite surprised and p ro b a b ly  rubbish i t . ’

Neither Chris n o r M ary -Jan e , as co- 
rectors o f  L im bs, w h ich  m eans th a t  
ey’re responsible fo r  m ost o f  the  
oreography, are p a rt ic u la rly  w o rried  by  
«tour. C ritic is m  w o u ld  be d irec ted  a t 
sir m atêria i ra th e r than  th e ir  
Unique as d a ily  b a lle t classes having  
Iped to  re fin e  this. ‘As dancers w e ’re 
ite s tro n g ’, ‘W e ’ve g o t good bod ies ’ 
iris adds as an aside. B u t m o re  im p o rt-  
itly fro m  the  start; som e tw o  years 
o in M ay  1 9 7 7  w hen  Chris Jannides, 
^ry-Jane O ’R e illy , K ild a  N o r th c o tt  and  
thers f irs t  began to  w o rk  to g e th e r, under  
«nam e o f  L im bs, th e ir  a im  has been  
see th a t  people  g enera lly , w h o  m ay  

:t kn o w  a n y th in g  a b o u t dance e n jo y  o r  
e moved by th e ir  perfo rm ances . T h e  
ieatrieai e le m e n t in m any  o f  th e ir  
ieces - m im e  and characteris ing , seems 
have a ttra c te d  m an y  and m akes fo r  

eater in v o lv e m e n t w ith  th e  audience, 
nd a t th e  m o m e n t th e  seven m em bers  
fL im bs (th e re  co u ld  be e ig h t by  
etober i f  a fr ie n d  fro m  overseas jo ins  
iem) are a tte n d in g  speech and d ram a  
ssons to  overcom e the  in h ib it io n  
ancers seem to  have a b o u t speaking on  
age.
T h e y ’ve e x p e rim e n te d  w ith  th a t  

ehicle o f  mass c o m m u n ic a tio n  - 
elevision to o , b u t h aven ’t  been  
npressed. F o llo w ers  o f  S p o t-O n  m ay  
lave seen th e  ta il-en d  o f  som e o f  th e ir  
'ances earlie r th is year. A d m it t in g  th a t  
t’s taken  th em  q u ite  a w h ile  to  under- 
tand te lev is ion  and the  d iffe re n t  
tmosphere in vo lved , cam era  ra th e r than  
jd ience c o n ta c t, th e y  w ere  s till d ism ay- 
id by the  te n d e n c y  fo r  p ro g ram m e  
ontrollers to  co n cen tra te  on ‘ jazzed  up, 
fast, speedy and energetic  dances’ as 
laving p o te n tia l appeal to  a te lev is ion  
ludience. B u t th e y  have accepted  
[V O n e ’s o f fe r  to  do  a h a lf-h o u r special 
a N ovem b er. H o p e fu lly  w ith  greater 
:ontrol over the  film in g  and m o re  tim e  
or those involved to  get to  k n o w  the  
dances th e  end resu lt w ill c a p tu re  the  
spirit o f  th e ir  dances m ore successfully  
than these earlie r a tte m p ts .

Limbs Dance Company
Back from left: Adrian Batchelor, Chris Jannides, Shona Wilson, Mary-Jane O ’Reilly 
Front from le ft: Debbie McCulloch, Lynda Amos, Kilda Northcott

Being ta u g h t and also teach ing , the  
loosely  s tru c tu red  classes th a t  th e y  ho ld  
in G ra fto n  Road help  th em  to  m a in ta in  
a precarious fin an c ia l ex is tence. T h e  
classes c o n firm  th e ir  b e lie f  th a t  even 
w ith  m an y  dancers flee in g  these shores 
m uch ta le n t, energy and c re a tiv ity  
rem ains. T h e  classes th e y  en jo y ; b u t  
th e y  resent th e  hours o f  th e ir  1 0 -h o u r  
6 -day  o d d -h o u red  w eek  w h ich  th e y  have 
to  spend d o ing  fash ion  shows, 
advertisem ents  and the  lik e , t im e  w h ich  
should be spent in th e  s tu d io , ch o reo ­
graphing  new  m ateria l and d eve lop in g  
th e ir  s ty le . T h e  packed houses on th e ir  
recent to u r  o f  N ew  Z ea lan d , even in 
areas o f  the  S o u th  Island w h ere  th e y  
h a d n ’t  p e rfo rm e d  before^speak o f  a w id e  
ra th er than  a c u lt  fo llo w in g . B u t th is  has 
tended to  d im in ish  th e ir  need fo r  
fin an c ia l assistance in the  eyes o f  
fu n d in g  bodies, a lthou gh  the  s itu a tio n  
seems to  be s lo w ly  im p ro v in g .

O ne  senses th a t th ere  is m o re  beh ind  
the  pa llid  faces and grey-b lack  circles  
about, th e  eyes th an  the  usual m enta l 
and physical stra in  exp erien ced  by  
professional dancers. T h e y  h in t  a t  the  
c o n tin u a l drain  on o n e ’s energy, a long  
te rm  th in g  e m o tio n a lly , m e n ta lly  and  
p h ys ica lly . ‘W e ’re o n ly  here by the skin  
o f  o u r te e th  .... and o n ly  because the  
c o m m u n ity  w ants us and is su p p o rtin g  
us’ and in to  th e  tape-reco rder; ‘ l t ’s rea lly  
th a n k  yo u  c o m m u n ity .’

T h e y  a d m it th a t  the  possib ilities in 
A u s tra lia  m ay be in v itin g  and althou gh  
th e y  m ay go to  the  E d in b u rg h  Fringe  
Festival n e x t year, th e y  still see th e m ­
selves as N e w  Z ealand  based. ‘T h e  
atm osp here  here is so fe r ti le  .... I f  
p eop le  keep leaving all the  t im e  because 
th ey  d o n ’t  lik e  it , n o th in g  is go ing  to  
change .’ T h e y  are q u izz ica l though  a b o u t  
the  co n stan t questions as to  w h y  th ey  
d o n ’t  do m ore  N ew  Zea lan d  ‘c u ltu ra l 
s tu f f ’. Stressing th a t no  one in the  group  
professes to  have the k n o w led g e  to  be 
able to  ad eq u a te ly  express a n y th in g  o f  
the  M aori c u ltu re , th e y  w o n d e r h o w  th ey  
cou ld  be m ore  obv io u s ly  N e w  Zealandish  
‘unless we w ear b lack  g u m b o o ts  and  
T-sh irts  and th in g s .’

E arlie r th e y  flo a te d  the p o ss ib ility  o f  
establishing a dance d e p a rtm e n t, 
a ttach ed  to  E lam , on the lines o f  those in 
some o f  the A m erican  un iversities. N o t

because th e y  see the  univers ities  as 
having a m o n o p o ly  on the learn ing  
process b u t  because th ey  feel som eth ing  
is needed to  help  balance the  w o rk  o f  the  
N a tio n a l B a lle t School in tu rn in g  o u t  
dancers w h o  are te c h n ic a lly  p ro fic ie n t  
b u t w h o  m ay  n o t  have been a llo w ed  to  
give th e ir  im ag in ative  skills  fu ll p lay .
Such a d e p a rtm e n t w o u ld  he lp  foster 
the  s p in -o ff  process th e y  hope to  see 
hap p en in g  th ro u g h  th e ir  o w n  classes, 
w h ere  th e ir  students go o u t  and fo rm  
th e ir  o w n  groups. A t  present th e ir  lack  
o f  peers has m e a n t th a t  all th e ir  m ateria l 
is o rig ina l because th e y ’ve been forced  
back on th e ir  o w n  resources ra th e r than  
being in flu en ced  by o th e r  groups. B u t 
th e y  recognise the  dangers o f  such 
iso la tio n , a ten d en cy  to  becom e overly  
in tro sp ective  o r fr ivo lo u s  and th e y  are 
n o w  m ore open to  having m ateria l 
choreog raphed on th e m  by o thers.
A fte r  a fa ir ly  extensive session w ith ' 
Russell K e rr  in th e  M ay  A rts  Festival, 
Lim bs is n o w  w o rk in g  on a f if te e n  
m in u te  m odern /c lass ica l dance. T h is , 
w ith  o th e r new  pieces w ill be p a rt  o f  a 
p e rfo rm a n c e  in the  M a id m e n t T h e a tre  
before  th e y  leave fo r  A u s tra lia . W atch in g  

/th e m  practise, M a ry -ja n e , L y n d a  and 
S hona are w o rk in g  on the  sam e steps 
over and over, c o u n tin g  th e ir  o w n  rh y th m  
and seem ingly un aw are  on th e  blarings o f  
a tap e -reco rd er a t the  o th e r end o f  the  
ro o m . Chris is ly in g  on the  f lo o r  
c o n c e n tra tin g , the  m usic begins to  
create pa tte rn s , he sways g en tly  and then  
spins in f ro n t  o f  the  m irro r. T h e  others, 
to g e th e r y e t  a p a rt are beside h im .

E. Sage

L im bs D ance C o m p an y  w ill p e rfo rm  
a t the  M a id m e n t T h e a tre  fro m  S ep tem b er  
1 9 th  to  2 5 th  (e x c e p t S u n d ay ) a t 8  pm  
and M e m o ria l T h e a tre , V ic to r ia  
U n iv e rs ity , W e llin g to n , on S ep tem b er  
1 4 th  and 1 5 th  as a fu n d -ra is in g  season 
fo r  th e ir  A u s tra lian  to u r .

B ookings can be m ade a t Festival 
B o o k in g  O ffic e  (P hon e  3 3 -6 2 8  and  
3 3 -6 2 9 ) , 1st F lo o r , His M a je s ty ’s A rcade  
in A u c k la n d , and S tate  O p era  House in 
W e llin g to n . A m ad a  Forsey
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S ym p h o n ia  o f  A u c k la n d
6 th  S u b scrip tio n  C o n cert
T o w n  H all - M o n d a y  3 S ep tem b er

A  m iserable M o n d a y  n ig h t, the  w arm  
bare fo y e r  o f  the  T o w n  H all p rovides  
w elco m e shelter f ro m  th e  ra in . I w atch  
the people f ile  in. A  m ixed  bunch , m o stly  
o lder, b u t th ere  are som e kids, and the  
odd s tu d e n t-ty p e . Q u ite  a fu ll house but 
n o t m an y  up  a t the  back, th o u g h .

6 .3 0 , th e  p ro g ram m e opens w ith  the  
Ib e ria  S u ite  by  A lb e n iz . C o lo u rfu l 
evocative  m usic, using tu rns  o f  phrase and  
rh y th m s  fro m  tra d it io n a l Spanish dances, 
the orchestra  are in fin e  fo rm  to n ig h t, 
th ey  rea lly  deserve all th e -s u p p o rt  
A u c k la n d  can give th e m .

N e x t, th e  R hapsody on a T h e m e  by  
Paganini O pus 4 3  b y  R ach m an in o v . T h e  
S te in w ay  G ran d  is w heeled  to  th e  f ro n t  
o f  the stage fo r  th e  solo p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  
Sergei D o re n s k y ; Dean o f  the P iano  
d e p a rtm e n t o f  the  M osco w  C o n serva to ry , 
w ho is p e rfo rm in g  fo r  the  f irs t  t im e  in 
N e w  Zea lan d . T h e  orchestra , c o n d u c to r  
and aud ience are w a itin g  fo r  h im  to  
begin, w h ich  he does a fte r  som e in itia l 
problem s w ith  th e  h e ig h t o f  his p iano  
stoo l. A fte r  the grand orchestra l op en in g  
o f  the  piece, his p ian o  solo re a lly  sparkles. 
G re a t s tu ff  this, even i f  p a rt o f  it  is 
used as th e  backg ro u n d  m usic to  a co ffee
ad. A n  energetic , ro b u st p e rfo rm a n c e , 
proving  i t ’s n ice to  have a real Russian, to  
p lay  Russian m usic. D o ren sky  w ipes his • 
feverish b ro w  w ith  a h a n d k e rc h ie f, and  
his p e rfo rm a n c e  draw s an en thusiastic  
even ro w d y  response fro m  the  audience. 
He seems pleased and leaves the  stage 
a fte r a hug fo r  c o n d u c to r ju a n  M a tte u c i. 
(V e ry  Russian).

A pplause and som e fo o ts to m p in g  
brings h im  back tw ic e . F irs t to  p lay  
C h o p in ’s ‘ M a zu rk a  in A  m in o r ’, a 
b e a u tifu l p iece, w ell received . T h en  the  
‘ R itu a l F ire  D a n c e ’ by de Fala , a fte r  this  
he leaves the  stage, f in a lly , to  e xc ited  
applause f ro m  the  audience and fro m  the  
orchestra.

A fte r  the  in terva l cam e M usso rgsky’s 
. ‘ P ictures fro m  an E x h ib it io n ’. A  suite  
o rig in a lly  fo r p iano , th a t  was inspired  
by the  pain tings o f  V an  H a rtm a n n , and  
arranged fo r  o rchestra  by R avel. Each 
p ic tu re  in sequence, is varied in m ood  
and te m p o ; a t tu rns b o th  g lo o m y  and  
m ag n ificen t.
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T h is  book 's  m a jo r d raw b ack  is it  s to ta l 
lack o f  references o f  any k in d . T h ere  are 
no fo o tn o tes  and n o t even a b ib lio g ra p h y  
or an in d ex . Th is  in a w o rk  th a t accord ing  
to  the d u s t-jacke t has been “ th o ro u g h ly  
.researched and d o c u m e n te d ” . T h e  p ro v­
ision o f  even an in dex  w o u ld  have done evidence w h ich  suggests th a t P etrov  was I  
so m eth in g  to  rem o ve  th e  im pression th a t  s im p ly  used i n # n j n t ^  
the, a u th o r has w r itte n  fo r sensationalism  
alone. H ow ever an yo n e  reading this b o o k  
and th ereb y  h o p ing  to  get inside in fo rm a t­
ion a b o u t the S IS  w ill be d isap p o in ted .
As the dust-jacke t itse lf notes, the a u th o r  
has w ritte n  it "from  m ateria l th a t is pub- 
lica lly  a v a ila b le ” and there are no su 
revelations.

C hapter O ne starts in te res tin g ly  enough  
but m uch o f  th e  rest o f  the m ateria l has 
lit t le  to  do w ith  the  S IS  ex c e p t b y  assoc­
ia tio n . Hence we arc trea ted  to  a ch ap ter  
on B rigad ier G ilb e r t ’s m ilita ry  career, a 
chapter on the  opera tio ns  o f  the  K G B  
(Russian secret po lice) and a part chap ter  
on the econom ic  o u tlo o k  fo r N ew  Zealand.

t j y l  -Again , a lth o u g h  P arker deals w ith  the  
1 9 5 4  d e fe c tio n  o f  V la d im ir  P etrov, a c ip her  
clerk in the S o v ie t Em bassy in C anberra , 
w h o  was a lleg ed ly  the  head o f  the  S o v ie t  
espionage n e tw o rk  in A u s tra lia  a t th e  tim e , 
he  c o m p le te ly  ignores the  large b o d y  o f

ical struggle a r id 'k n e w  lit t le  m ore  about 
espionage than  the average m an in the  
stree t. F u rth e r, and closer to  h om e, P arker 
m e n tio p s  th e  cor»troversy w h ich  fo llo w e d  * 
the 1 9 6 6 d iscovery  th a t an S IS  o ff ic e r  was 
en ro lled  as a s tu d en t here a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f A u c k la n d  b u t  he C o n ven ien tly  ignores  

. y jm  th e  fa c t th a t the C om m ission  o f  E n q u iry  
' * set up  to  investigate the  m a tte r fo u n d  th a t  

th e  o ff ic e r  in questio n  had m ade some 
Z 5 t j r  3 0  reports  to  the  S IS  on m atters  
CQritprned w ith  th e  u n ive rs ity . T h is  had  
bpbn th ^  w h o le  fcrux o f  the  d ispu te  — th a t  
an o ff ic e r  o f  the  S IS  h a d  been active  on a 
u n ive rs ity  cam pus — and P arker do esn ’t 

■ t e w l » o f t . a l L ;  >• - «.------- — —  ............ ......
The a u th o r ’s pen hops f ro m  one subject 
to  an o th er and it  is o fte n  d if f ic u lt  to  keep  
the th read  o f  the n arra tive . In fa c t m uch  
o f  the b o o k  reads like  an apolog ia  fo r  the  
S IS  and its m em bers. C h ap te r N in e  co n ­
tains such gems as: “ Service o fficers  do  
how ever live in th is  w o rld . T h e ir  interests  
outside th e ir w o rk  are considerab le , w ith  
m any o f  th em  keen on sport. T h e y  to o  
when an A ll B lack team  is to u rin g  B rita in  
or France sit in f ro n t  o f  th e ir  T V  sets in 
Sunday early  hours, q u a ffin g  th e ir  c o m ­
m endations to  an o th e r N ew  Zealand  
R ugby test w in .” and we are to ld  th a t  
“ M em bersh ip  o f the Service breeds in to  
the face o f  an o ff ic e r  a lo o k  w hich  m ight 
best be described as pace and presence, 
the in u re m e n t o f  the m an to  his c irc u m ­
stance. It  is evinced to o  in the several 
w om en m em bers o f  the  Service, a tra it  
w hich  can be a ttra c t iv e .”

A lth o u g h  P arker’s m ind  is w ide-ran g ing  
he is curious ly  selective in the  m ateria l 
w hich  he elects to  present to  his reader.
T h ere  is no m en tio n  o f  the 1 9 4 5  d e fe c tio n  
o f  Igor G o u ze n k o , a c ip her c le rk  a t the  
Russian Embassy in O tta w a , w h o  b ro u g h t  
w ith  h im  docum ents  w h ich  im p lic a te d  S o v ie t 
d ip lo m ats  in the o rg an iza tio n  o f  at least 
tw o  separate spy-rings in Canada. Th is  
episode is im p o rta n t because it was o n ly  
then th a t the e x te n t  o f  the  S oviet esp ion­
age n e tw o rks  in w estern  nation s firs t cam e  
to  pub lic  a t te n t io n  and people  began to  
realise th a t th e ir  e rs tw h ile  a lly  had becom e  
a p o te n tia l en em y . A  R oyal C om m ission  
was set up to  investigate the  a ffa ir  and as 
a d ire c t result o f  G o u z e n k o ’s disclosures 
greater security  precautio ns w ere taken  in 
the  W est and there  was an increase in 
co u n te r-in te llig en ce  a c tiv ity . T h e  cold  
w ar was just beginning. In 1 9 4 8 , British  
o ffic ia ls  visited A u s tra lia  and N ew  Zealand  
to  try  to convince these countries  to  est­
ablish th e ir ow n  security  services. A lth o u g h  
A u stra lia  d id  in 1 9 4 9 , N ew  Zealand did n o t  
u n til 1 9 5 6 .
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M o re  im p o rta n t than  all th is th o u g h , is 
the fa c t th a t  P arker says n e x t to  n o th in g  
a b o u t th e  new  pow ers given to  the  S IS  in 
1 9 7 7 . T h e  lit t le  he does say a b o u t te le ­
phone tap p in g  is confusing  or in c o rre c t.
O n  page 1 1 7  he says th a t th e  Postm aster- 
G enera l has had legal a u th o r ity  to  a llo w  
te lep h o n e  tap p in g  in n a tio n a l secu rity  
cases since 1 9 2 8 . T h is  is w rong . O n  p .5 8  
o f  his 1 9 7 6  re p o rt on th e  S IS , S ir G u y  
Powles w ro te  th a t  in N e w  Zea lan d  “ there
is no legal basis fo r  the in te rc e p t io n ........
o f  te lep h o n e  c o n v e rs a tio n s ....... o th e r than
fo r  the purpose o f  p ro te c tin g  postal fa c il­
ities and c o m m u n ic a tio n s  and o f  ensuring  
the  o p e ra tio n  o f  ad equate  and e ffic ie n t  
postal services.” T h is  is co rre c t in law , 
and it  was o n ly  in 1 9 7 7  th a t  the  S IS  was 
given it  s new  and w ide-ran g in g  pow ers  
to  in te rc e p t o r seize any c o m m u n ic a tio n  
w hatsoever. T h e  1 9 7 7  leg is lation  n o t o n ly  
gives the  S IS  the p o w er to  tap  te lephones  
b u t also enables th e m  to  open le tters , use 
bugging devices, and c o n d u c t searches fo r  
docum ents  th e y  wish to  see. C onsid ering  
th a t the  bestow al o f  these pow ers caused 
w idespread  p u b lic  p ro te s t it  is strange th a t  
P arker discusses this aspect o f  the  o p e ra t­
ions o f  the  S IS  in such a cursory fash ion .

In conclusio n , the  one good p o in t a b o u t  
th is b o o k  is the  w ay th a t  i t  d o cu m en ts  the  
h u m an  e le m e n t in th e  es tab lish m en t and  
o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  S IS . T h is  was u n d o u b t­
ed ly  one o f  the a u th o r ’s m ain  aim s and it  
is c e rta in ly  achieved . B u t a lth o u g h  the  
w o rk  is a usefu l one fro m  th is  p o in t o f  
v iew , the  a u th o r ’s jo u rn a lis tic  sty le  o f  
w ritin g  w o u ld  be m o re  a p p ro p ria te  to  the  
pages o f  a w e e k ly  m agazine. Parts o f  the  
b o o k  read like  a eu logy and the  le tte r  p a rt  
o f  c h ap te r 16  seems m ore lik e  a new spaper 
e d ito ria l than  a serious a tte m p t a t in fo rm ­
ative  w ritin g . I t  is a p ity  th a t  the  f irs t fu ll 
length b o o k  on a to p ic  o f  such in terest 
could  n o t have been b e tte r  w r itte n  and  
co m p iled . n

J .G .B .

‘ I b e t i t ’s sorry  n o w ,’ said M u rm e r.
B lackw o o d  said n o th in g .
T h e  p lyson b lin k e d  its eyes, w h ich  

w ere n o w  red f ro m  th e  sm o ke . I t  lo o ked  
sorry . Its veined wings had w r in k le d  in  
the heat, and its b r ill ia n t  co lo u rs  had  
fad ed ; in m an y  places i t  was b lo tc h e d  
w ith  ugly patches o f  b ro w n  and g rey , as 
though fungus w ere  g ro w in g  o n  it.

‘ 1 b e t i t ’s s o rry ,’ said M u rm e r again.
B lackw o o d  still said n o th in g , b u t  

w o rked  a t to u c h in g  up his h u n tin g  kn ife  
w ith  his steel. He was n o t  h a n n v  w ith  
H ears t’s m etho ds , b u t w h a t else cou ld  
th ey  do  ?

‘ Teach it  to  co m e s n iffin g  ro u n d  o u r  
cam psite  lo o k in g  fo r  things to  steal, 
w o n ’t  it  ?’ said M u rm e r. ‘ I t  c a n ’t  f ly  n o w , 
can it  ?’

‘N o ,’ said B la c k w o o d , ‘ N o t  n o w  th e  
sun’s g o n e .’

A n d  o f  course th e  one w ing  was to rn  
w here  H earst had slashed it.

A  lig h t breeze was a fo o t in th e  d a rk e n ­
ing evening. I t  was a lig h t b reeze , b u t it  
was c h ill, and M u rm e r m oved closer to  
the  sm oky  fire . He lo o ked  a t  th e  p lyson  
in the  w ic k e r cage suspended fro m  a high  
branch over th e  f ire .

‘ I w o n d er w h a t i t  tastes l ik e , ’
‘We w o n ’t  be co o k in g  i t , ’ said 

B lackw o o d .
‘By m o rn in g  i t ’ll be sm o ked . L ik e  

f is h .’
B lackw oo d  m ade no rep ly  to  th a t.
Branches b ro ke  as H earst cam e s trid in g  

up, n o t his usual c a tfo o t  se lf a t  all 
to n ig h t. T h e  p ly s o n ’s wings f le x e d  as 
H earst cam e up to  th e  cam p f ire ;  th e y  
scraped against th e  w ic k e rw o rk  o f  the  
cage and subsided again.

‘ I ’ve had a scout ro u n d ,’ H ears t to ld  
B lackw o o d . ‘N o  sign o f  the  p lyson  nest 
an yw h ere  - b u t th en , th e y  h id e  th e m ­
selves w e ll.’ H e lo o ked  a t the  su ffe rin g  
captive. ‘ I f  th a t  w iza rd  w asn ’t  fu ll o f  
b ro o k -b ab b le  a b o u t his b ab y-sk in n ed  
principals , he cou ld  have m ade th is  one  
squeak fo r  us long ago, th en  w e w o u ld n ’t 
be going th rough  th is  t ro u b le .’

He said it  loud  enough fo r  G arash to  
hear.

‘C a re fu l,’ said B la c k w o o d , w h o  was 
n o t one w h o  was keen on tes tin g  the  
tem p er o f  w izards.

‘D o  you rea lise ,’ w e n t on H earst,
‘ th a t i f  we d o n ’t  get to  these p lysons  
to n ig h t, in the d ark , w h ile  th e y ’re h e lp ­
less, we m ay have th e  w h o le  m o b  on us 
to m o rro w . T h e re  can be as m an y  as 
th ree  hund red  to  a nest. T h e y ’ll th ieve  us 
clean o f  e v e ry th in g  w e ’ve g o t. T h e re ’s no  
stopping  th e m .’

‘T h e n  th e y  m ig h t do  us th e  kindness  
o f  th iev ing  th a t , ’ said B la c k w o o d .

He gestured a t th e  green b o tt le  s it t in g  
a t the base o f  a tree . M u rm e r lo o ked  a t  
the b o ttle  and th o u g h t o f  Prince C o m e d o  
s ittin g  inside in c o m fo r t  and lu x u ry . He  
was safe th ere  f ro m  th e  co ld  n ig h t w in d , 
the  gaping darkness o f  th e  sky , the  
threats o f  the  squeaking  branches and  
the  rustling leaves, and th e  harsh h u rtin g  
vio lence o f  the  hard w ords spoken ro u n d  
the  cam p fire .

‘W e need h im ,’ said H earst, ‘T o  
negotia te  w ith  the  L o rd  o f  the  G ates o f  
T im e  fo r  us. O r  so th e  w iza rd  says. B u t  
w h a t does the w iza rd  know>? H e w o n ’ t 
even stir his li t t le  f in g e r to  save us fro m  
disaster.’

‘Y o u  d o n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d ,’ said G arash.
‘ I kn o w  I d o n ’t , ’ said H ears t, ‘So 

d o n ’t  s tart p reaching  to  m e .’
M u rm er shrank in to  h im s e lf. Even  

B lackw oo d  was tense apd apprehensive. 
O ne sim ply  d id  n o t speak to  a w iza rd  like  
th a t.

‘W ell? ’ d em anded  H earst, s tand in g  ta ll 
and d e fia n t, ready to  face a d e a th -b o lt  
i f  i t  fe ll. ‘W ell, w iza rd ? ’

Garash sighed. ,
‘W o rk  y o u r w ill, m a n -ro o t.’
I t  was said w ith  c o n te m p t. Garash  

was dismissing H earst w ith  the  sam e air 
one m ight a d o p t w hen re fus ing  to  
negotia te  w ith  an u n reaso n ab ly  p ro u d , 
stup id  and s tu b b o rn  ch ild .

Hearst tw isted  his m o u th .
H e.squatted  d o w n  a t his big pack  

and ex trac ted  a piece o f  d ried  m eat. H o w  
did he carry  such a big pack ? M u rm e r ’s 
shoulders w ere p e rm a n e n tly  sore fro m

A N  I N C I D E N T  O N  T H E  Q U E S T  F O R  
T H E  L O R D  O F  T H E  G A T E S  O F  T I M E

w here  th e  straps o f  his o w n  pack  had  
been c u ttin g  in to  th em  fo r  d ay  upon  
d ay , b u t H e a rs t’s pack was p ro p o rtio n ­
a te ly  m uch bigger th an  his o w n . M aybe  
the same cruel d e te rm in a tio n  th a t  
a llo w ed  H earst to  hand le  the  p lyson  as 
he d id  he lped  h im  bear th e  w e ig h t o f  
th a t  pack.

H earst sat d o w n  by the  f ire  and  
lo o ked  up a t th e  p lyson . He ch ew ed  on 
his m e a t and pon d ered .

‘W h y  are we on  th is  quest a n y w a y  V 
he said. He chew ed  a w h ile . ‘ I t ’s a w iza rd ’s 
quest re a lly , isn ’t  i t  ? I t  d oesn ’t  m a tte r  
to  us hum ans i f  th e  darkness goes on  
sw a llo w in g  land - i t  doesn ’t  m a tte r  i f  it  
sw allow s Prince C o m e d o ’s e n tire  
k in g d o m . W e can a lw ays m ove. I t  w o n ’t 
sw a llo w  all th a t  m uch in o u r life tim es .

‘ B u t w izards live longer, d o n ’t  th ey  ? 
T h e  long te rm  m atters  to  w izards , doesn’t 
it  ? H e ’s th e  one w ho  re a lly  needs the  
Lord  o f  th e  G ates o f  T im e  to  stop  the  
darkness spreading. So w h y  do esn ’t  he 
help  us m ake th is  th in g  squeak ?’

Garash said n o th in g  to  H earst, b u t  
he started  th e  m u rm e rin g  th a t  he always  
began a t th is  t im e  o f  th e  d ay . I t  was 
enough to  drive  a person c razy .

H earst lo o ked  up a t the  p lyson .
‘ I ’ll m ake y o u  squeak, insect. I ’ll 

m ake yo u  squeak, I w i l l . ’
W ith  a sharp stick  he gouged a t the  

sm oking  f ire  til l th e  h o t  coals w ere laid 
bare. He p iled  on sticks and the  flam es  
leap t up , h o t  fie rce  and roaring . T h e n  
H earst th re w  on vyet leaves and grass, 
and sm oke rose again, th ic k  and choking.

T h e  p ly s o n ’s q u ie t, in a u d ib le  
b reath in g  becam e a desperate w heezing  
ac tio n . Its wings o p en ed , shu t, shuddered. 
S u d d en ly  i t  s tarted  to  convulse. F ran tic  
c ro ak in g  noises cam e fro m  its th ro a t, 
and it  th re w  its e lf aro u n d  the  w ic k e r  
cage, b a tte rin g , tearin g  and struggling.

T h e n  it  fe ll d o w n , a n d  lay in th e  ro ll­
ing sm oke, w heezing , w heezing , wheezing.

M u rm e r was beg inn ing  to  fee l ju s t a 
l i t t le  b it  g u ilty  a b o u t e n jo y in g  its 
p re d ic a m e n t.

‘ Isn ’t  th e re  som e o th e r w ay w e could  
m ake it  ta lk  ?’ he suggested.

‘W h a t’s th e  m a tte r ?’ said H earst. ‘Are  
yo u  s ta rtin g  to  fee l sorry fo r  it , or 
so m eth in g  ? D o n ’t  w o rry  a b o u t it  - i t ’s 
ju st a g o o k .’

A n  h o u r la ter, i t  d ied . H ears t c u t  
d o w n  the  w ic k e r cage, and th re w  the  
shrivelled b o d y  in to  th e  u n d e rg ro w th .
He was m orose and upset; i t  re flec ted  
bad ly  on his professionalism  th a t  he 
had n o t  been able to  m ake  th e  creature  
ta lk  b e fo re  it  d ied . B u t he had done his 
best.

M u rm e r w o ke  in the  n ig h t because  
o f  the  co ld . B lackw o o d  was on w atch , 
d ark  fig u re  s ilh o u e tte d  against th e  fire . 
F o o t-th in g s  shapeless as th e  decayed  
leavings o f  dream s m oved in th e  darkness 
outs id e  th e  cam p site, fr ig h te n e d  to  
com e close because o f  the  f ire . T h e  night 
w ind  was still b lo w in g , ch ill, and the  
branches o f  the  trees still squeaked  
to g e th er and rustled  w ith  leaves and  
ru m o u rs , so the  fo o t-th in g s  c o u ld  n o t  
be heard c lea rly . B u t M u rm e r k n ew  they  
w ere o u t  there .

T h e  w iza rd  tw is ted  in sleep and cried  
o u t in a strange language. T h e  w ords were 
sharp and jagged, fu ll o f  fea r and anger. 
T h e  cam p fire  fla red  up su d d en ly  and  
there was a stench o f  b u rn t h a ir, w hich  
lingered fo r  som e t im e .

Garash d id  n o t  w ake  up , b u t slept 
on, and i t  seem ed th a t his dream s changed 
fo r  his face so ften ed . T h e n  he sighed, 
and a fire -s ta r g low ed  to  life  in th e  dark  
tangle o f  tree-branches above th e  cam p, 
and b u rn t  b r ig h tly  th e re  t il l  i t  fad ed  to  a 
ghostly  phosphorescence.

M u rm e r lo o ked  a t B la c k w o o d .
‘W e all have o u r p ro b le m s ,’ said 

B la c k w o o d , n o t because he needed to  
speak, b u t because he was t ry in g  in his 
o w n  w ay to  give reassurance.

M u rm e r n o d d ed , and hugged his th in  
b la n k e t t ig h te r ro u n d  his shoulders.

T h e  f ire  had d ied d o w n  again by now, 
so B lackw o o d  p u t  on a n o th e r piece o f  
w o o d , and it  fe d , g ra te fu lly .
Hugh C o o k
T h ird  in th e  S h o rt S to ry  C o m p e titio n
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To A n  O ld  L o v e r

The spaghetti has d ried  in basins 
making th e  m o rn in g  hard to  wash a w ay ;  
no c o ffe e  can a ro m ate  th e  silence 
of lost a fte rn o o n s  and sack 
in single gestures given.

Your b o d y  was m y  d eath ; 
and life  in lilies flo a te d  
outside the m irro r

Last n ig h t,
I screwed up  y o u r f irs t  p ic tu re ,
and sucked th e  ven o m  o f  y o u r  s e rp en t’s kiss
in silence.

Ian G ru b b

M ir r o r s

Was it  questions th a t  began it  all ?
S om e im p in g e m e n t upon o u r lin ear vision
th a t  opened prism s,
re frac ted  th e  d istance
fro m  here to  C op ern ican  heavens

- te lescoping  stars,
- m icroscop ing  us 

in to  m ontages, post-card size 
and a lm o st life -lik e  . . .
p a rt o f  the  Seven D a y  W o n d er B o y ’s 
f irs t m ovie.

- d id n ’t  w e w o n d er then  
i f  we cou ld  q u it  acting , 
be th e  n e x t big P roducer.

I f  o n ly  we co u ld  fig u re  o u t  
has th e  m irro rs  are used.

J u d i S t o u t

T h e  A c c id e n t

T h e  c o p ’s b ike  is ta lk in g  to  
its e lf

T h e  cop is ta lk in g  to  some 
people.

T h e  bush was b leed ing  red  
in to  th e  d arkgreen  shade 
I said M y  G o d  s o m eo n e ’s h u r t  !
I t ’s p ecu liar
w hen a bush is b leed ing  
to  th in k  i t ’s a person.
(T h is  m o rn in g  I w o k e  up and  
the  sky, th e  sky was a m ost
b e a u tifu l orange c o lo u r ......y o u  have to
use y o u r  eye lids , to  see things  
like  th a t)

Last n ig h t th e  am b u lan ce  cam e and le ft  
p o e try , o u t  on the  open  road .

S im o n  L e w is

D e fe n c e  o f  S la v e r y

pastoral cows love  
bright green weed  
und th e ir  liq u id  tongues  
d sw allow  the  re flec tive  pu lp  
iw graceful are th ey  
indering lik e  obese spies ? 
ley are n o t gracefu l, 
ey drone w ith  flies  
the suns h o t m ist, 
their m uzzles I see so ft kisses 
tir eyes burn h o t  w ith  love.

trray Cave

M on soon

D e lir iu m ’s d o w n p o u r  
S w am ps th e  tides o f  evening.
G in  sets lips to  cham pagne.
N ig h t sweats; pearls o f  sw eat 
S q u a t in a rm p it  and c ro tc h .
B rea th in g  labours.
T h e  m o sq u ito  m akes his rounds, 
S tirr in g  th e  a ir w ith  unease.
O n  the  w a ll,
C a lv in , the  fa m ily  fo u n d e r,
Peers o u t  o f  the  V ic to r ia n  p erm afro s t. 
W ood
Sw ells w ith  th e  w ea th er;
A  tro p ic a l disease 
H o llo w s  the  c ru c ifix .
O n  the a ir, the  sm ell o f  w e t ea rth , 
B re a d fru it  and m ango,
T h e  sw eet ro t o f  the  fe r ti le  sun.
T h e  ra in  thunders : u n d er cover,
Flesh blends to  one race o f  n ig h t  
In a single bed.

Hugh C o o k

H a m i l t o n  R d . ,  V is io n  1 9 .

Sentinels o f  lig h t re fresh m en t  
breaking th ro u g h  daw n - 
early pavem ents perhaps  
one m o m e n t gone

escape a m o rn in g  
before b ir th  o f  h am b u rg er jo in ts  
pizza - parlours te m p tin g  
an u n c e rta in ty  o f  sa tis faction

always a fte rw ard s  
ashes in the  m o u th  
promises lik e  sodaw ater  
vanishing in bubbles

Som e sip cockta ils
through straws o n  patios
as i f  an im pulse fo r  survival
can w ip e  aw ay  to o  m an y  negatives.

N o v .  6 t h  1 9 7 1

S u m m er. E arly  S u m m er. A  pale 
sun washes the  d ay d o w n .
O uts id e  th e y  are p ick in g  certa in  fru its , 
to  w orsh ip  w ith  jam .
I hear th e y  sp rin k le  g u n p o w d er in it, 
all yea r ro u n d .

S im o n  L e w is

In  M y  G a r d e n

P ink petals cu d d le  green leaves 
Y e llo w  faces lo o k  a t th e  sun, in fa tu a te d  
G reen tongues are w e t w ith  d e w  
I t  has been ra in in g  b u t  
n o w  the  clouds are gone.

M u r r a y  C a v e

T h e  F a c e  F e a r f u l

Ia n  G r u b b

In s t r u c t io n s  f o r  a  P o t  P la n t  ( f o r  C )

sm all green shoots appear in w in te r, 
w ith  a d ro p  o f  sun u p o n  dusty  soil 
th e y  surface fro m  th a t  a r id ity , 
th e y  ask fo r  w a te r  
b u t th ro u g h  perio d ica l p ru n in g  
have developed th e  a b ility  
to  a d o p t to  a x e ro p h ilo u s  existence, 
w ith  care fu l ten d in g  th e y  m ight 
a fte r a w h ile  produ ce  
a f lo w e r.
B u t it  w ill be very  frag ile .

J u d i S t o u t

S t r e e t  T a l k

Engines grind , yes, th e  d a ily  grind , 
Clogging th e  e m p ty  c ity  cen tre , 
T h e  q u ite  e m p ty  cen tre  
( O f  the  m ystery? )
Cars jam  th e  m o to rw a y .
In the  booths o f  d iversion, 
M ake-believe  s lo t-m ach in e  cars 
Race, crash, jam  and roar  
O n th e ir  w ay  to  th e  fin ish  
( O f  the  m ys te ry  ?)

H ugh C o o k

T h e  g roun d  is a tra c t o f  in fe c tio n .
T h e  sun stream s w ith  X -rays ,
A n d  a tu m o u r  flo a ts  in the  orange ju ice. 
C ancer gripes in th e  bow els.
T h e y  say i t ’s h y p o c h o n d ria ,
B u t th e  scalpels b ite
W ith o u t the b en e d ic tio n  o f  anaesthetic .
T h e  to o th p ic k  in th e  o live
Sharpens to  a needle. T h e  spine
jars  on the  p avem en t;
T h e  knees co rro d e  in th e  b a th -w a te r.
M ite  and virus
Spin in the su n s h a ft’s dust.
T h e  th ic k  cream  o f  ec la ir  
C urdles in th e  cham bers o f  the  heart. 
A n d  a lw ays th e  in ev itab le  n ig h t 
S m others  the  last light,
S tin k in g  o f  e th e r and c h lo ro fo rm

Hugh C o o k
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L e t tu c e  t o  t h e  E d i to r
DEREK

Dear Ed,
A lot of thought says Derek (Craccum 3rd 
Sept), — a lot of shit I say. The only reason 
you’re here Derek is because the Maoris were 
pretty decent blokes (as you say) and didn’t 
‘Stomp’ the whites out. And to put up with 
what you and fellow Derekians deal out they 
obviously still are pretty decent blokes.
As for who the shitstirrers are you’re on the 
right track - Joe Hawke, socialists and co. are 
shit stirrers agreed, but come to think of it 
you fall into that category too. But don’t be 
mistaken the socialists are not behind the 
Maoris fighting against racism as you seem to 
think. Roth and co. are USING the Maoris, 
their form of racism is even worse than yours. 
What kind of hypocrite would say in one 
breath that they are a Marxist (ie anti private 
ownership (Maori land included) and anti 
culture and tradition (Maoris included) 
because this is what Marxism is, after all to a 
Marxist culture must be destroyed by the 
‘enlightened intellectual’ who remove all 
freedom from the masses in order to ‘ liberate’ 
the masses) and in the next breath cry racism 
when land is taken from the Maoris and their 
culture is mocked. Only someone who has 
something to gain from being a racist hypocrite 
only someone trying to gain support for a 
bureaucratic dictatorship by using deceit, after 
all how else could mass murder and genocide 
gain support ?
The problem cannot be solved by the people 
being discriminated against as Derek suggests, 
it can only be solved by non racist whites (if 
any exist) doing something to change the 
attitudes of the vast majority. People who 
condemn racism for the sake of those 
discriminated against are needed, not Rothians 
who condemn racism in public for the support 
they hope to gain for themselves - they are the 
‘perfect’ racists. So Derekians and Rothians 
take note, the world can do without racists 
and hypocrites like you.

Priscilla Wilson

Dear David,
Very seldom am I tempted to put pen to paper 
to write to Craccum but last week’s piece of 
offensive, misspelt, crap from ‘Derek’ leads 
me to do so. To my mind the best way to 
phrase a reply to ‘Derek’ consisting of more 
than four letters is to go through the points 
(?) raised one by one.
First off, ‘Derek’ admits to the existence of 
racial discrimination in New Zealand society
.....’ solved quite easily but only by the
people who arc being discriminated against’, 
(emphasis mine)

However he then goes on to suggest that 
the idcaLmethod to remove racial problems 
would be to adopt Hitlers ideas on removing 
the ‘Jewish problem’ - and some of us thought 
that seeing the Holocaust in soap opera might 
help people such as ‘Derek’ see the stupidity of 
the Aryan Myth - sadly no.

But apparently Derek is not all Mein Kampf 
however for he is then condescending enough 
to suggest
....... That in those days the Maori was a pretty
decent bloke’ (The ultimate ‘Kiwi’ male 
compliment).
Despite the grammar I will presume ‘Derek’ 
has considered the possibility that there was 
more than one Maori and some of them might 
not have been male. However ‘Derek’ 
apparently can’t treat Maoris as pakehas - has 
it never occurred to him to treat Maoris as 
Maoris’ without playing the condescending 
white male god.
While hesitating to dispute the comparison 
between Hitler Youth and some branches of 
religion in this country I totally fail to see how 
this can be related to a person such as Joe 
Hawke. 'If ‘Derek’ had ever visited Bastion Point 
during the historic occupation of that land 
he would have been surprised by the absence 
of the ‘Young and stupid’. The people on the 
point were not all young by any means, a 
large number were over fifty, the majority over 
twenty; neither were they stupid; they were 
people of all political views, from all walks of 
lifu who had simply had enough of seeing the 
land taken from under their feet. Later in the 
letter ‘Derek’ says

COULDN’T AGREE MORE, OLD CHUM !

To Derek,
Once an Aryan always an Aryan. Yes, even I 
get primitive urges to reveal my bigotry so 
please do let us know who you are, then I can 
get to punch your fucking face in.

Pip, pip
J.D. Henning

I ’M SICK TO DEATH OF LETTERS LIKE 
THIS TOO

To the Editor,
I’m sick to death of people begging for money 
for refugees and for more refugees. Why, you 
ask ? I’ll tell you why and I’ll also enumerate 
my reasons,
1. To make my letter look technical and 

learned.
2. Because its fun.
3. Why US ? The War wasn’t our fault, the 
Yanks started it, they should be taking them.
4. We’ve got an unemployment problem as it 
is, GODSTRUTH we’ve got enough problems 
to last us till doomsday and we want to take on 
the extra burden of feeding, housing and 
employing these people. Stuff tolerance, 
kindness and understanding. I don’t want my 
Christmas Holiday job taken up by a gook 
(nothing personal of course).
5. The people who want them to come in are 
doing so to satisfy their own consciences and 
to gain themselves a place in heaven (ho ho)
‘We did our bit God’.
6. What happens if they start screaming for 
their homeland in ten or twenty years time ? 
Will we be ending up with a bunch of South 
Malachans on our hands ? (Remember the 
School they captured, the train they hijacked 
and the people they killed ?)
That’s all except that we’ve got enough bloody 
‘ethnic groups’. We’ll be ending up with a 
Vietnamese seat in Parliament next.

M.L.S.
A concerned citizen

.....‘ instead of the young Maori dudes griping
about what a bad deal he’s getting, he should 
be doing something constructive like the rest
of us have to do’............
That was just what those people on the point 
were doing ‘Derek’ ; something constructive 
about the bad deal they are getting.
Then follows what is the most offensive load 
of crap in the whole letter - ‘Derek’ starts.
.... ‘The Maori feels pissed off about his lack
of status in todays society’.......
Not too bad you might say - a glimpse of under­
standing even - but no — he continues,
.... ‘No longer is physical strength an admirable
quality, today the most admirable qualities are 
intellectual abilities and the Maori is left out 
in the cold’.......
Without even getting into the matter of Pakeha 
education for Maori children the rubbish of 
that statement should be obvious to even the 
most ill-informed mind - when was physical 
strength an admirable quality - in pre-European 
Maori society or in European settler society ? 
And the Maori left out in the cold ? Shit ! No 
study I have ever seen has showed any difference 
in the intelligence or aptitude levejs of Maori i 
and Pakeha.
And ‘Derek’s’ last pieefe of advice
....‘ Young Maoris should forget their heritage
and culture, get on with living in the twentieth 
century (it may not be perfect but it’s the only 
system that can keep the present world going)..’ 
First point - the twentieth century ‘system’ will 
not last for ever and not everyone would agree 
that it should.
Second point - Maori culture didn’t stop dead 
at midnight on December thirty-first 1899 you 
know - it’s still going on all around you if only 
you’d stop and watch and maybe even learn 
something.
Third point - What makes! the twentieth century 
and Maori culture incompatible anyway.
Surely a knowledge of culture and heritage can 
only add to a person’s individual development 
and understanding of their society.
F inaliy, if there is anything not needed in our 
‘twentieth century’ society it isstupjd racist 
views as expressed by ‘DerekJ So move over 
‘Derek’ and let the twentieth century in.

YET ANOTHER LETTER FROM KEVIN.

Dear David,
I read with interest the article written by 
your ‘Strange’ reporter comrade, Francis on 
the subject of an Exec, meeting. Judging by 
the standard of journalism, I can only assume 
that layout work is bit too tricky for the lad. 
There is only one point which I would like 
to bring up in relation to this article, and that 
is his coverage of my proposed changes to the 
AUSA complex.
At no stage was I ‘almost laughed out of the 
room’. All proposals had been carefully 
constructed in collaboration with many 
Executive members, and both AUSA and 
University employees (most notably Rachel 
Dudding: receptionist, Bob Lack: Secretary, 
Graham Bowers: Accountant, and Jay Clarke: 
Union Manager).
Those people who are interested in my 
proposal to provide direct access to the 
President’s office will be pleased to know that 
Exec, has now given its favourable recommend­
ation to the proposal.
It occurs to me that your reporter would do 
well to get his facts straight, rather than 
writing down the first thing that pops into his 
head.
Yours self righteously,

Kevin Hague

Dear Editor,
I found it somewhat amusing and not a little 
disturbing to read the letter written by 
‘The Insider’ the other day. He seems to think 
that the problems noted in his letter are due 
solely to the people trying to fix them, rather 
than those causing them.
If there was no crime, police would be 
unnecessary. If people did not go around 
bashing other people and rioting, the police 
would not need weapons. Mr Insiders first 
phrase is ludicrous. He implies that all police 
will carry guns and go about oppressing people. 
Nobody knows more than the police that the 
use of weapons of any sort must be carefully 
controlled, and as far as I can make out, they 
are being responsible about it; they have 
to be, with members of the public waiting 
ready to pounce on the least little mistake and 
blow it out of all proportion. I agree that if 
there is any police oppression, such as the 
recent alleged police brutality, it should be 
stopped.
How can Mr Insider try to rationalise ‘offing 
a pig’. Any deliberate act of violence cannot 
be rationalised. To say that the police’s 
presence is a constant threat to our lives . 
is unmitigated garbage.
Mr Insider goes on to tell us that Laws are the 
cause of inner tension which can lead to social 
decay. How twisted can you get. According 
to this philosophy, if there are no laws, then 
society will be in a better state. Think about it. 
I agree that there can be too many laws, and 
that there are various controversial laws 
that go against some peoples opinions; but 
laws there must be; not to inhibit, but to 
protect.
I marvel at Mr Insiders knack with words. 
Although ‘Personal freedom is inversely 
proportional to the number of repressive laws 
which are implemented by our legislature’

Urtica Ferox

Kevin, yo ur ‘attack ’ on my journalistic skills 
leave much more to be desired than m y writing 
itself.
One: You do not check yo u r facts properly 
and leave yourself very open to attack (this 
type o f  strategy is very dangerous i f  you play  
chess, Go or I ’attaque).
Two: You try to twist facts and you are not 
very good at i t  (the only person / know  o f who 
is good at this is Muldoon).

N ow on to the main attack o f  yo u r letter. 
Firstly, you state that ‘a t no stage was / 'almost 
laughed out o f  the room ’. ’
/ say that you were when you set, before 
executive, yo ur proposal o f  m odification to 
the Presidents office.
/ will concede that / have no real p ro o f that 
that was the case, but / would like to quote 
Executive Minutes R N  6 8 7 /7 9  ‘That the 
proposed modifications to the Presidents 
office be referred to S U M C  with a favourable 
recommendation. Lost 3 -2 ’ This could be 
construed to be circumstantial evidence only. 
However, / shall continue.
Secondly, you say ‘A ll proposals had been 
carefully constructed in collaboration with 
many executive members .... and Jay Clarke 
Union Manager)’
/ have been talking to the people you mention 
and Jay Clarke was the only one with whom 
you discussed, in detail, all three proposals. 
Thirdly, you im ply that Executive gave you the 
favourable recommendation in the meeting that 
/ reported on. This is not the case and / 
apologise fo r my leaving this out o f  last weeks 
report.
An emergency executive meeting had to be 
called one day before SUMC, the sole aim  
being the gaining o f  favourable recommendation 
to the proposal o f  change to the Presidential 
office (There is now some doubt as to 
whether the emergency executive meeting was 
actually constitutional).
However, this sort o f  bickering is getting away 
from  the whole idea o f  have notes on exec 
meetings. / see them as an opportunity to give 
the 'average student’ an idea o f  what goes on 
in executive meetings and point out, hopefully 
from an unbiased stance, faults that / see with 
executive members.

Comrade Strange___________

does roll off the tongue very nicely, it does 
nothing to give an air of authority to the letter, 
rather, it looks more like the technique that 
is very much in vogue these days of using as 
many large words as possible to impress every­
one without saying a lot. The whole letter is 
written in this magnificent style.
Next we are told that it is the more sensitive 
individuals among us who are commiting 
offences such as theft, violence, and drug 
abuse. These acts, particularly theft and 
violence, go directly against the meaning 
of sensitivity.
Certain racial and socio-economic groups are 
born into a situation where a greater 
percentage of their possible means of expression 
are prohibited’. This is an incredibly wishy 
washy statement. Which means of expression 
are prohibited. If it means people can’t break 
the law, then yes, their means of expression are 
prohibited. Many people think they have a God 
given right to do whatever they want to 
without regard to other people. Everyone has 
the same means of expressing themselves. It is 
up to them how they use them. They can do 
what they like, provided it is legal.
As far as I can make out, the rest of the letter 
consists mainly of scare tactics similar to 
much emotive political propaganda put out 
by various fanatical groups; consisting of a 
conglomeration of unrelated pieces of 
information.
Mr Insider seems to be telling us that something 
awful is about to happen, an uprising or a 
police state or something, and then to crown 
his achievement, tells us that we must use our 
imaginations to save ourselves.
The whole letter is a confused muddle 
consisting of almost every topical issue, a slice of 
fanatical bias, with a good dose of nonsensical 
philosophy to tie up the many loose ends.

Sam

LK BOTT
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ILK BOTTLES ?

ar Craccum,
lastres interested in your article on denial, 
itfor various reasons consider it to be a load 
squirrel-shit.
istly, the definition: ‘Denial occurs when 
«person states a feeling on perception they 
ive to another person, and the listener does 
«account for what is being said .... ‘All right
far, BUT ‘....and in doing so, denies the
ility of the feelings or preceptions of that 
irson.’
irhaps I am ignorant (I haven’t been to any 
irsciousness-raising groups) but I fail to see 
it‘failing to account’ for anothers statement 
feeling is a denial of that feeling’s reality, 
ither I would see it as a denial of that 
itement’s value, in much the same way as 
iiting self-congratulatory bullshit letters to 
raccum (pseudonumously of course) is met 
ith Merritt’s refusal to publish them. What is 
filed is the opportunity to waste time and 
ace on items of no value. The existence or 
ility of these letters is fully acknowledged 
icondly, I disapprove of the sexist allocation 
(the ‘denying’ role to men and the ‘denied’ 
leto women, especially when the writer has 
hided to the real denial - the denial of our 
ilture that men can or should have feelings, 
notions, or ‘ intuitions’, 
hat’s what really shits me about feminists, 
y$, or any similar pressure group. They all 
(themselves as persecuted, and others as 
(persecutors. When will they wake up to 
(fact that we are all persecuted ? Stop being 

, fn selfish ! If the system needs changing 
tchange is not going to come by dividing 
(population into a host of self- 
terested pressure groups, each selfishly 
irsuing their own aims and denying the 
ality of other people’s problems. The 
oblems of being heterosexual, the problems 
•being male.
feminist once told me that men have as 
uch to gain from sexual liberation of women 
iwomen have. I agree wholeheartedly but 
ould point out that if she had bothered to 
fink it through (as I’m sure she could have 
lone - I’m no sexist) it implies that under the 
iresent system pf sexual inequality men are 
osing as much as women, 
ioget off my back. I am not a rapist. I am no 
nore or less oppressed than everyone else. I 
lon’t want to make anyone crazy. If I deny 
(bat you say it is because I don’t see any 
alue in it. I am probably wrong. I am only 
iaie. Don’t take your paranoias out on me.

lermot Cooke, a white middle class 
tterosexual male (God help me)

S. Fdel free to put any heading over this 
bat you wish - fuck Nigel Pearson.
,P,S. Myra don’t worry about getting raped 

| Me putting the bottles out. If a rapist should 
;ap out, hit the prick on the head with a 
ilk bottle.

KNOLD NORDMEYER LIVES

tar Ed,
certainly expected the sort of letter 
appointed wrote. Any group who has 
ffered under oppression or ridicule, and who 
wonder why?) doesn’t find it amusing, has 
eir sense of humour questioned. As a 
smart I naturally object to being put down 
stas you would be offended if other people 
aghed at your expense. I have, by the way, a 
tat sense of humour. I found your letter 
larious.
nee you have such an interest in student 

j ilitics, you would realise the extent of the 
iti-sexist policy that the students 
ssociation’s all have. Paul Gourlie, as 
itsident, represents not only men, but also 
me of the strange creatures that are so 

j mny; women. If Gourlie had been entertaining 
ithe expense of Jews, Rotarians, or black 
tople, then I get the feeling that you (as 
ie who gets easily disappointed would be 
ightly) indignant). But women have always 
•en a safe group to laugh at because we 
idn’t up to now cause much of a stink, 
ou might not recognise sexism because you 
ractice it (I ’m referring to your patronising
iom on girls.... ’), but as one who suffers
om sexism, not only in forms of entertainment 
find it offensive. Since you cannot know how 
feel, you should simply accept that I do 
•el offended (nay disgusted), and I took steps 
auncover the chocolate coating that Gourlie 
aid people like you place on things that 
ffend people like me.

(omen’s Rights Officer

THIEVES

There appears to be some crank who gets a 
kick out of stealing students’ cheque books, 
wallets etc and discarding them a few days later 
with no apparent theft. I know of four such 
incidents, but unfortunatejy mine has not been 
found as yet. I would very much appreciate 
the bag, wallet and leather cheque book cover 
back as they hold considerable value for me. 
Burgle Muldoon’s house while he’s out of the 
country. After all he bludges more $s in one 
week than me in a whole year. He can afford

Dear Ed,
Take the assessment question for instance. Ten 
years ago (more or less) University courses, both • 
here and in Australia, were passed or failed on 
the basis of a final exam. ‘Credit for course 
work’ was virtually unheard of. Student 
pressure changed that and as the years rolled on 
students realised they had made a mistake.
With the advent of ‘either/or’ clause we are 
quickly approaching the happy state of having 
the best of both systems but only after a lot of 
work and a plethora of NBD’s (nervous break 
downs). My example is meant to point to the 
distinct disadvantages of going off ‘half- 
cocked’. This applies to the many well 
intentioned protests and demonstrations for 
and against many worthy causes. When will the 
‘socially aware’, ‘anti apathy’, ‘politically 
aware’ students of this university wake up to 
the fact that the days of the ‘Queen St banner 
flapper’ are over. We are moving into the 1980’s 
and still employing the methods of our sisters 
the suffragettes of a century ago. What we need 
today, in this age of the silicon chip, is 
‘creative subversion’. Young women and men 
with tactical and subversive minds capable of 
intelligent disruption, capable of giving the 
status quo a good shake at least. The banner 
flapper is an inept anachronism, a real life 
parody of a protest ! You need to understand 
the middle class mind, project yourself into the 
lounge room of their homes at TV news time 
and if you quackers and flappers are lucky 
enough to be given coverage, try to use your 
knowledge of the Takapuna or Papakura 
mentality to gauge the reaction ! People who 
have become shareholders in NZI in order to 
disrupt meetings from within, TOP MARKS.
This is a step in the right direction towards 
creative subversion. A system is crumbled from 
within. Consider the effects of boycotts 
against Southern Africa. Far more effective,' 
though admittedly more dangerous, to 
subvert from within. Don’t refuse to stock 
Rothmans - but run specials on Camel Filter - 
this hurts them far more, both financially 
and in prestige. Insure with South British, 
but continue burning down the student union 
until premiums make them unattractive. Don’t 
protest about All Blacks going to South Africa 
but let the controversy rage and let all the 
înevitable racist comments be published and 
send them to the O.A.U. and all the front 
line states’ governments resulting (hopefully) 
in N.Z. being barred from the Olympics.
Ultimately this will accelerate the severing of 
links with S.A. Look into companies 
importing and exporting from S.A. and get 
in contact with the Unions involved in the 
handling of these goods and cause disruptions 
by persuasive pressure on the Unions.
Establish links with Australian Universities 
and thereby share in their contacts. It may well 
be that goods or services unable to be 
disrupted here can be nicely fouled upen 
route in Sydney or Melbourne. Most of what I 
have suggested has been mooted before and to 
some extent is being done. The main purpose 
of this letter is to urge a move away from 
traditional modes of protest into the far more 
efficient effective, enjoyable field of Creative 
subversion.

P.A.B.

FIRST FLACK
Dear Editor,
A loud voice came through a loud hailer 
calling the attention of passerbys to a coming 
attraction on this Saturday (8.9.79). On 
investigation I found out it was the ticket sale 
for MOSAIC Cultural Show.
Being keen to learn some of the cultures of 
other Nationalities, after all thiS is supposed to 
be part of the objectives of the education aids 
given by New Zealand to overseas students, so I 
decided to purchase a ticket for tfje show.
Wow !, what a good sale, for I notice that a 
great proportion of the tickets were already 
sold, but was to be told later that these were 
the seats reserved for ISHI (International 
Students Hospitality Inc). Boy ! 80% of the 
‘good seats’ I mean those in the central 
compartment of our Maidment Theatre were 
reserved for ISHI and we poor students are to 
be satisfied with side seats and circle seats. 
Adding on to this, I was told that today 
(3. 8.79) was supposed to be the 1st day of 
ticket sale. Could I question the Cultural 
Officer, Tom Bassett (an Engineer) on what 
ground are we students to be discriminated 
against and that those rich Rotarians and Lions 
be given special privileges ?
Why can’t AUSA co-ordinate and centralise the 
sale of tickets, to be fair to everyone, instead 
of letting ISHI to have her own way ? As I 
learnt later, this cultural show is 
supposed to aim at students, then I think 
preference should be given to students and not 
the Rotarians or Lions (the majority of the 
members of ISHI).
Discriminated,
Mona.
Dear Dave, fellow  students (es la mora),
Just a long note, in self defence, to answer 
certain gripes (about availability o f  Mosaic 
tickets) I've heard, not the first o f  which 
is printed on this page.
Jean Downs, secretary o f  IS H I offered  
assistance in advertising the show and selling 
tickets. I  took up her offer, and gave her halt 
the seats in the theatre to sell. Having heard 
complaints about ‘good’ seats going to IS H I in 
previous years, i  went to great lengths to ensure 
that the theatre was divided truly in half, even 
to the extent o f  giving alternate rows o f  the 
centra!seats to each booth (IS H I's  and the 
one in the quad -  / even have the original plans 
for the Grand Jury to peruse). Again (to be as 
fair as possible) one booth had a side each, 
prom pt side o f  theatre to the Quad, opposite 
prom pt to ISH I.

When / collected the theatre plan from Jean 
Downs this morning (Thursday) / enquired o f  
her what type o f people most o f  her customers 
had been. 213 o f  the tickets she sold (8 0  out o f  
400) went to students. While perhaps destroy­
ing the Rotarians and Lions m yth, / think this 
is irrelevant. IS H I is an organisation which 
does great service for our overseas students, 
helping them settle into our New Zealand envir- 
onement, organising trips etc for vacations and 
/ think it  is fair that they should have an oppor­
tunity to buy tickets to a show pu t on by 
students (and non-students) many o f whom 
they have/have had close contact with.

Also, the advertising Jean Downs gave us 
helps us publicise the show to people who 
may otherwise not know  o f  a university 
production. We like to think or ourselves as 
part o f  the whole comm unity, and not an isol­
ated group o f  it. This type o f advertising, plus 
posters o f f  campus help to haul in as diverse an 
audience as possible to be treated to such a 
performance.

The Cultural Mosaic is a show traditionally 
produced near the end o f the second term. This 
year when / toook office at the end o f  June, / 
found no organisation had been done at all for 
the 1979 production. This le ft approx, one 
month to pu t on the show which may have been 
enough in ideal circumstances, bu t as we had 
no Artistic Director, was impossible. So, / 
chose September 8, being the weekend, a suit­
able time before exams, and ye t as late after the 
August holidays to f it  in with prio r bookings o f  
the theatre. So when can we start selling tickets? 
In the last week o f  second term, 4'A weeks before 
before production, with little, i f  anything 
definite? That is why the Quad ticket booth 
only started selling the first day o f  the third  
term.

So much for self-defence (justification?)
I ’d  like, here, to thank those who have helped 
me put on the production, especially Ros 
Refoy, our new Artistic Director, for her exper­
ience, and to John (Chris, Richard and the 
dubs performing.

That, people, is how I  organised this year’s 
Mosaic, I ’m sure it  will be a success and hope 
those o f  you that saw it enjoyed it. I f  you 
(m y ju ry) have complaints, I'm  sorry. A fter  
all, / am an Engineer.

Love, kisses etc 
Tomx CAO

Senate
1 .  M a r k -s e n s e  c o m p u t e r  c a rd s .

Subm issions have been fo rw a rd e d  to  
th e  C o m p u te r  C o m m itte e  w h ich  de ta il 
A U S A ’s o b jec tio n s  to  a re c o m m e n d a tio n  
th a t  s tudents be req u ired  to  purchase  
these cards th ro u g h  th e  b o o ksh o p . T h e  
n e x t m eetin g  o f  S enate w ill dec ide  on a 
fin a l re c o m m e n d a tio n .
2 .  C o m p u t e r  c a f e t e r ia  s y s te m .

T h e  C o m p u te r  C o m m itte e  is concerned  
a t th e  in conven ien ce  students su ffe red  
u n d er a system  w h ich  was o verlo ad ed  a t 
th e  end o f  last te rm . A  s u b c o m m itte e  is 
investigating  th e  c a fe te ria  system  a t 
present and A C T IO N  should  be seen fo r  
n e x t y e a r ’s users. Those w h o  coped w ith  
th e  fru s tra tio n s  o f  T e rm  ll 's  queues w ill 
no d o u b t be very  pleased to  h ear this news.
3 .  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o n  C o m p u t e r

C o m m it t e e .
W e feel th a t s tudents o u g h t to  be 

represented  on this c o m m itte e  fo r  one  
obvious reason th a t  consum ers o f  a i  
p ro d u c t need o p p o rtu n itie s  to  p ro v id e  
fe e d b ack  on  q u a lity . T h e re fo re  we have 
n o m in a te d  John P alm er fo r  a p o s itio n ;  
the e lec tions  w ill be he ld  a t th e  O c to b e r  
m eeting .
4 .  O p e n  D a y .

In sp ite  o f  eco n o m ic  restra in ts  w ith in  
th e  U n iv e rs ity , th is even t w ill be held  
n e x t year in the  second te rm . I f  y o u ’re 
still a ro u n d  w h y  n o t get in vo lved  in y o u r  
F a c u lty ’s e ffo rts  to  p ro m o te  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  to  th e  p u b lic . T h is  is just one  
positive w ay  to  show  th e  e d u c a tio n ­
su p p o rtin g  tax  p ayer h o w  we go a b o u t  
u s e fu lly  e m p lo y in g  G o v e rn m e n t m onies.
5 .  O p e r a t io n s  R e s e a r c h .

In fo rm a tio n  w ill be ava ilab le  on these
papers la te r in th e  te rm  and a t  e n ro lm e n t  
1 9 8 0 . T h is  f ie ld  is o f  p a rtic u la r in teres t 
to  s tudents in Science and C o m m erce  
Faculties.
6 .  D e f e r r e d  F e e s .

D e a n ’s C o m m itte e  reco m m en d ed  
th a t  in fu tu re  s tudents a p p ly in g  to  d e fer  
p a y m e n t o f  fees shall be charged $ 1 0  in 
place o f  the  fin e  o f  1 0 % o f ’fees n o w  
o p era tin g . We w ill be m ak in g  subm issions  
to  th is  c o m m itte e  opposing  th e  change on  
a n u m b e r o f  grounds.
7 .  S c h o o l o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e .

N ew  selection  procedures w ill o p era te  
in 1 9 8 0 . These m ay in c lude in terv iew s  so 
a rc h ite c tu re  in te rm e d ia te s  are to  be 
advised o f  these changes as soon as 
possible. I f  yo u  h a v e n ’t heard by  the  end  
o f  th e  academ ic  year, m ake enqu iries  at 
the  S ch ool.
8 . I n o te  w ith  s ilent glee th a t th e  ranks  
o f  w o m en  in Senate have been sw elled  
by 3 3  1 /3 % . Ms I V o d a n o v ic h  has a seat 
on S enate in her cap ac ity  as ac tin g  Head  
o f  S o c io lo g y  D e p a rtm e n t. T h e  o th e r  
th ree  m em bers are Professor M arie  C lay  
and tw o  s tu d en t m em bers, Jill F rew in  
and m yself.

C a r o ly n  M c G in le y  
S e n a te  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e

Baring
T h e  f irs t  T u esd ay  in N o v e m b e r each  

year heralds the ru n n in g  o f  the  M e lb o u rn e  
C up. B u t it still has n o t y e t d aw n ed  upon  
those w h o  plan o u r exam  t im e ta b le  - 
should  be a p u b lic  h o lid a y . W ith  th e  C up  
fast ap p ro ach in g  a m o re  closer s tudy  
o f  racing fo rm  is called  fo r.

R acing rea lly  starts to  get going in 
the  S pring  and m a n y  new  horses are e n te r­
ing th e  scene. W h a t m ig h t be the  best 
guide to  fo llo w  ? W ell th ere  are m an y  
papers a ro u n d  and fo llo w in g  the  races 
as w e ll. R eading results and tra c k w o rk  is 
genera lly  a good guide b u t n o t a lw ays.

In the  t ro tt in g  scene som e to  fo llo w  
are: L o carn o , Jovial Jeanie, E g m o n t  
K a w h a i, K ane , C ard igan  Lad and C ap ta in  
M a rk . T h e  gallopers to  fo llo w  are :
T ig e r Jones, D e lm a  Jay, C a lpurn icus , and  
M ilto n  Leigh.

M . F lo y le
C R A C C U M  S E P T  1 0  P A G E  2 7



GO ROWING THIS SUMMER

WE'RE LOOKING FOR NEW AND 
EXPERIENCED ROWERS -  FEMALE & MALE

COMPETITIVE SEASON BEGINS AFTER FINALS, 
BUT COME ALONG AND HAVE A GO 

THIS SUNDAY -  OR ANY SUNDAY AT 9am 
AT OUR CLUBHOUSE: ARMEIN RD, PANMURE 

(NEAR PANMURE WHARF) OR RING:
TIM 547-744 or MARK 569-124

VARSITY ROWING CLUB


