ccum

ISSUENB

)
"

.{e., _!‘ § *? 1% % A\ - Iﬂ/ V§ z':%h, ; g “
4 Jm’:i g . 3 y X ﬁ‘“ | ’r‘}é‘;‘}?: ke
| A GUIDE TO POLITICAL BLOGGING ART AND ITS PROBLEMS - WITH CAITLIN ABLEY
AGE 30 ‘

/
A | *;* A s R PAR : Sy oy
R, |

 TERVEW WITH LEN BROWN - EXUAL LEGEND

g Vi)




First time taking dick?

i
- e

Ay

,‘ bvevwmbndom.qz/gaysex .-




UNIVERSITY
BOOKSHOP|

www.ubsbooks.co.nz

B AHOPIEIS svcvssoessssvevevssvissssscessesssssvsessssssessssesarssnevessecsasssvce 6
INEWS .o covisvevevssssoviorsssssesesescsnsessessssnssessssssisssnissstsssnecsassssens 3
COIMIMMS ccvescovrvovevvsevresssnsossvssesessnssessrsossrsatarsasstsssansnevsnee 13
Lotters 10 the EAMOT .cccvovveevcvivevevsoncsvsnstnessacssssovsasesscsvessosse 18
Friends of JUSHCR .cccccceveevesvosereensenssacensonsensasceaenvanaceacaneans 19
Tall POPPY SYRATOMIE ceuueucrarencmrantrrrarennsetnsenasmenmensensarensnnsss 22
Plot Twist: Watching TV Isn’t Really That Bad ForYou ............ 28

A Guide To The Newest Creatures Of Dx Heitex: A “Who's Who"
Of Political Bloggers. ....ccccccccsasscccrscsssansuanensesedannsascsasnssssane 30

Rt A o Ie e T i e s e et d 3S
TP TR sesccnaansssncasminammiiei i s =
b T AR A B T it o SR St 20 B

[~ T SR e e A S IR N SRR SRR 46

B L O e e~ N

* Great discount off the RRP on most items in store’
* We buy and sell second-hand textbooks’

25 £

- instant cash if you sell

» Over 100,000 books in stock” - no waiting weeks for books to arrive
+ Open Monday to Saturday or buy securely from our website 24/7

100% Student owned - your store on campus

'See in store for details



intel CPU

Satellite C50 156" Intel Dual Core ProBook 430 Intel 4GB 56068
2GB S00GB Windows 8.1 w5400 13.3" Windows 8.1Pro

SatPro R50-B Intel i3 4GB S00GB
15.6" Windows 7Pro RRP.S§

..

TravelMate Convertible Ultrabook Satellite SSD Radius Flip Aluminium
11.6" Touch Intel i3 4GB L intel i7 120
128GB SSD WinBPro 156

2 27 amcos i A

"l!!"l'l
( 16330

+BST

16GB Ram L a5

N550]K Gaming Allum|mum 156"F
Intel i7 16GB Ram 1.5TB Windows 8
GTX850M 4GB BluRayCobom #2515

intel 5 1.6GH2 ¢ iz
4GB/ 1 ”’;’3:' ’,".w-,;»i 3

AMD 6 Core 3.5Ghz/4)1Ghz(Turbo) !
Nvidia GTX 75071 2G /8GB Ram Nvidia GTX 960 1TB HDD
1TB HDD INO Windows Included) Mid Tower INO windows iIncluded

WSHZ 310

| DEST

f
.y
,\. A £ I -

MacBookAlr 133 Surface Pro3 12"

24" LED Monitor

27" LED Monitor

2Ms . HOMOVI'VGA , Vesa Mountable 1920X1080 169 10000000, 28ms *

3 Years warranty

MONLGLOB40

VGA+ 2x HOM. 3 Year Pixel Perfect

AL 70

PRICE EVERYDA



2 HUAWEI

5130 Unlock 3G 24"QVGA Desire 310 45" Quad core
Jlack / Red 5MP Camera - White

Zenfone 2 55" DUAL-SIM 16GB
2GB RAM - 3 Colours Available

\5 5" HD Quad-Core 16GB Nexus 5 (D821) 495" 16GB
GB RAM - Black / White 2GB RAM - Black

: 60-sheet input tray
B 7ppm Black 4ppm Colour

I Inkjet Print/Copy/Scan

inrevecu e
eless
W SPKLOG2 737886 s

UL

W ) SENNMEISER

Powerful Bass Résponse
# HSTSENO2221

MPMASUSS O

Zenfone 2 5.5” DUAL-SIM 32GB ONEPLUS ONE 5.5" FHD 640B
4GB RAM - 3 Colours Available

A3 4.5” QHD Quad-Core
1.5GB RAM - Black / White

3GB RAM - Black

inkjet Print/Copy/Scan/Fax
AirPrint/ePrint. Network ready
Wireless/Duplex.100-sheets tray
35-sheets ADF

69

4\’ n~
(]



THE UNIVERSITY . . .
of auckiano  The Equity Office — Te Ara Tautika
Supporting our Maori and equity group students and staff

Te Whare Winangs o Timaki Makaurao

“Equity” means fairness and justice.

The Equity Office - Te Ara Toutika leads the University of
Auckland’s commitment to equitable access for everyone
who has the potential to succeed at our University.

Our team provides advice, guidance and support for
Maori and equity group students and staff. Equity group
students include:

¢  Pacific students

e  Students with disabilities

e  LGBTI (Lesbion, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and
Intersex) students

e  Students from low socic-economic backgrounds

e  Students from refugee backgrounds

e  Women and men in those disciplines in which
they are currently underrepresented.

We look forward to welcoming you to the University of Auckland.

www.equity.auckland.ac.nz
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FRIEND
CLUB

BY JORDAN

E WAS ALMOST FIFTY. SIX FOOT FIVE, A CLAS-

sicist with an impressive Latin vo-

cabulary, a scary skin-head, and an
insatiable lust for strippers. [ was an under-av-
erage under-graduate editing an under-par
magazine. We agreed to have drinks. We sat in
a rather small apartment. I looked at the photos
on the wall. One was a classy black-and-white
shot of a Korean couple. I asked who they were.
He replied he found it on the street, and thought
they looked nice. He began to tell me about his
PhD - something about Caesar - I tried to con-
tribute to the discussion, I mentioned a philos-

ophy paper, I mentioned Foucault. He replied |

*“Foucault!? Look Foucault, you're a poof, no one
minds, you don't need to keep writing stuff to try
to justify it”. This seemed problematic, but he
was old, and I showed due deference.] suggest-
ed beer. He suggested soju. It was a mustake,
sweet yet flavouriess, pungent yet colourless. At
two shots he told me he'll never eat with a knife
and fork again, “chopsticks are just superior”. At
four shots he told me that “Doc Martens are the
only shoes for a real man”. At ten shots he told

me he once slept with my mum. “Not in the bib-
lical sense”, he said. I didn't enquire.

At a certain point of inebriation I lose the abil-
ity to speak, and the ability to look up from
the table. Suddenly I have the social skills of a
Young Nat. At a certain point of inebriation my
dads friend begins to lust for strippers, and
apparently, more soju. He has the social skills
of John Key at a Parnell café. He suggested we
go to a strip club. I wanted to impress. I wanted
to hide the fact that I'm secretly a bit squeamish
about naked bodies, especially my own, but
other people's are also scary. [ wanted to hide
the fact I was t00 drunk to speak. A quick tacti-
cal vomit in his bathroom (I ignored the smell).
A quick brush of the teeth (bamboo flavored
toothpaste). Off we went.

The club - dark, scary, unappealing. I don't
know if these places are problematic, but I
can't believe anyone would want to be leered

“HE WAS ALMOST FIFTY. SIX FOOT FIVE.
A CLASSICIST WITH AN IMPRESSIVE LATIN
 YOGABULARY, A SCARY SKIN-HEAD, AND AN
INSATIABLE LUST FOR STRIPPERS.’
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DENTON’S EDITERIAL

ADMISSION ADJUSTMENT?

BY DEXTON

EST SEMISTER I EAD TWO TESTS AND EED TO
write two essays and three reflections
for three of my five courses. All of these

ing our career path age at the ripe age of 17

| when we apply for university admissions. At
| 17 you have little understanding of who you
| are or your role in society. But even then, 17 is

I started studying or writing the day before.I'd |
| have to make some of the biggest decisions

like to say this was unique to juggling Uni and
Craccum, but that would be a lie.

This attitude shows coursework simply as a
means to an end to passing the course, rath-
er than developing a passion or interest in
the topic. You do what you need to do to pass
the subject, to get the degree and get a job.
This is the life path our parents told us, what
high school told us, and what society told us.
That's why we are at university. We care about
our degree insofar that it relates to grades and
job prospects as opposed to self-fulfillment or
developing passions in an industry.

The problem that comes with this is that so
many of us learn that our chosen area of study
is not what we want to do as a career. In fact,
only 21% of students are in careers that relate
to their major. Another survey said that over
half of students would have changed their de-
gree had they had their time again.

Part of this problem is that we are choos-

| pretty optimistic. Schocls
| “pre-requisites” to enter into Level 2, then | .
| ue their degree more, care more about the

brainwash you with
Level 3, then University. Sc the reality is we

in Year 10, when we're 14/15 years old and
going through some of the biggest changes

| in our lives. Then at 18, the first years bounce
| into university with a life plan sorted after do-

ing all the “right” subjects at school, but no
proper understanding of the degree or the
industry. Fast-forward three years later to find
yourself crying in the shower because Engi-
neering is destroying your soul. And let’s face
it, UoA doesn’t have the student culture that
allows us to find ourselves.

I think university needs to be restricted to
those 20 years old or above. The main reason
for this is to give high school students more
time to really think about what they want to
do with their lives. That could be university or
it could be something else entirely. In those

two years, students could work or travel or
whatever they like, so they could make moe
informed choices about what they want to da
This way, university no longer becomes the
next ‘step’ but one of many options available
Then those that do go to university would va
coursework and ask questions in tutorials
rather than sitting around in unbearably 3%

ward silences.

The major difficulty to this is that this W°“::{
need to be a global change, so New Zeal::q
ers aren’t the awkward old bunch at the lp i
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Auckland: Pebbles Hooper's offensive
tweet that rocked the nation was met
with stony silence by her employer,
NI Herald, and thus her career came
crashing down like s brick wall,

Middle Last: Isis changes its Dags
colours t0 rainbow stripes ~ America
s panicking after checking Facebook
and realising half the population are
isis supporters.

The UN: World leaders have an-
nounced that Isis is no longer their
worst enemy, and have stated they will
now be moving their anger towards
mass murderer George RR Marun.

NZ: Epidemiclogists are worned
about naucn-wide amnesia as people
are shocked that in wanter, it gets cold.

The University: Stusrt McCunicheon
Gets Salary Incresse, john Key has
been phomung ks donor list 1o help
the government fund the most recent
increase in Stusrt McCuntcheon's sala-
ry. wiich brings the Vice Chancellor's
ezrrungs up to $500m a year.

N
HUNGER/GAME
! "

Send in your News In Brief suggestions and
be in to win a FREE copy of The Hunger
Games: Potato Famine by A. Ethiopian RRP
Nzs32.

8 » Issue #13 Craccum.

EMOTIONAL MOMENT WHEN Ju
REALISES DEFENDANT IS BLACK

N AN EMOTIONAL SCENT DURING A COURT CASE IN
Florida, the presiding judge, Mindy Glaz-

er, appeared stunned when she realised the

defendant, Arthur Booth, was black.

The heartbreaking wviral video shows the
Judge recognising the defendant, and ex-
pressing shock that she'd “gone to middle
school with this man”, and “all along, didn't
realise he was black!”. An eyewitness said
the judge then broke down in tears, telling
the court, “] was a middle class white girl,
how can they have put me in the same class
as & black man?". She later expressed sur-
pnse that “the American police hadn't shot
hum yet"”,

NEW

ER1s Prarr  roDAY

confirmed he will

be appeanng in
8 sequel to Jurassic World,
with fangirls replacing the
dinosaurs as the film's mon-
sters. Chns Pratt will play
Churis Pratt, an island theme
park employee, who must
€lude thousands of escaped
fangurls,

Leaked plot points have
emerged, with the revela-
tion of a relationship between fan favour-
ite Jennifer Lawrence and Pratt cumulating
in an explosion of the fandom. In the flm,
Tumblr fans and Twitter activists collide in
an epic battle — with a few T-Rex’s thrown

in because the animators wanted some-
thing to do,

—

While she was obviously disgusted tha
anyone of colour attended her school, she
pragmatically told our reporters,*oh well, if
he wasn't black he'd have been some other
oppressed minority like gay or transgender
or a woman - everyone is nowadays".

\Wariai's Shitly

GHRIS PRATT VS THE FANGIRLS:
MOVIE

n recent
g-Un has

Pratt’s popularity has soared }
months, so much so that Kim Jon i
recently ordered a rewrite of North lF"‘
history books to include Pratt as # il
son, who has been sent out to the W‘B‘besl
world to show that North Korea is the
country in the world.

_———/




INTERVIEW WITH LEN BROWN

fx Baows, Mavor of Avcrrann, AND FoRr-

mer Auckland Uni student, had me up to
the 27th storey of the Auckland Council of-
Gces, and then was about 3 minutes late for
the interview, coincidentally, aimoat as late ag
one of his Auckland transport trains.

MY “ Ill. He and his mate from law
school set up a house painting business,
which was “was not entirely conducive to
useful and effective study”.

STUDTING. “It was definitely anti-social to
study too hard. If you were studying too hard

there was something wrong with you..we'd |

have the annual pub crawl..we'd look for-
ward to graduation because the pub-crawl
was a consequence of graduation. The pub-
crawl would go on for days in my recollec-
tion".

I.A\V SCHU(IL The old law school was on top
of the library, and on his application to law
school he had to name reasons why he want-
ed to go there. “And I named three of them,
and then the fourth one was “for the view
from on top of the library”. And he got in!

FAYOURITE DRINKING GAME. They didnt do
beer-pong in those days, “so it was basical-
ly just forehead skulls™ as sculling competi-
tions. “I wasn't very good at those™.

ON ENGINEERING STUDENTS' DRINKING HABITS.

*“The engineers were the great all time drink-
ers. They are practitioners of the art. And if
they have to swallow, they just shove itin their
ears".

KIU., SHAG, MARRY. Kim Kardashian “Kill that

one".
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NEWS

Angelina Jolie “Oh, marry her”.

Jennifer Aniston “What do [ do with that one?
And shag... yeah, definitely”.

“1 think [ got that one about right actually”.

YOU KNOW WHEN THEY HAD THE BIG SCANDAL |

ABOUT NATALIA KILLS, DID YOU SEE THAT?

“‘Who?" and his press secretary added
“That's the right answer Len™.

LOCAL MUSICIANS ““I'm sort of pretty up there

in the hip hop scene, obvicusly guys like Sav-

| age, get on with those guys really well and |

YOU'LLEVER

I.OVEI

, D

| they're all 'down with the Brown™.Yes, he re-
{ ally said that.
|

 WHEN YOU DIE, WOULD YOU RATHER BE TAKEN

 T0 THE FUNERAL ON AN AUCKLAND TRANSPORT

" TRAIN OR AUCXLAND TRANSPORT BUS? “rm

| definitely going on the train”, he said laugh-

| ing.“Definitely carted to my grave in a train.
So proud cof those things”. When I asked if

| dead bodies needed hop cards, he said he
was sure they could arrange that.

1 ONCE DIDN'T SCAN ONTO A TRAIN S0 | BOT
A FREE TRAIN-RIDE. DOES THAT MAKE ME A

CRIMINAL? ““vean, they’ll still hunt for you™.

N }‘\\.“i;
#FundYourBuckethst
- . h"
This Summer:
*Earn §8.000° for 7_week$ work ;

‘-:dd a kiwi icon to your Cvi
pply Haw;www.cookietime.éo;ni'
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GREEKS SET T0
PATENT DEMOCRACY

T8 DEPT THEREEATINING TO PRING THE

Greek economy to itz Inees, Creece
is planning to retrospectively patent demaoc-
racy.

Under the precedent set by the recent free
trade agreements - including the TPPA be-
tween New Zealand. the United Stater and
ten other countries ~ inventors can patent
techniques, which would require people to
pay royaltues for using them. Alexis Twipras,
the Creek prime minister, has claimed that

democracy is a "technique of government”, |
which means that countries hike France, Swe- |

den and Canada will owe the Greek people
several millions of Euros for their continued
use of this eystem of ruling.

Teipras also claimed fines for using democ-
racy without permission would be applied
but said the Greeks were happy 10 negotiate.
"We are only asking for our fair share. Ger-
many won' owe us any royalties for before

1888, and countries lile North Korea, the Vat- |

ican and the United States mall be et off al-
together”, the Greek foreign minister, Nikos
Kotziaxs, said

However, the Greeks made it clear that

SAXONS
INFILTRATING THE
AUCKLAND HOUSING
MARKET

AL DSTETE FIGURES LIAETD TO TEX Lisour

arty and published yesterday reveal
a2 worrying domunance of apparent white
Anglo-Saxons in the overheated Auckland

housing market. In a press release this morn-
ing, Labours housing spokesperson, Phil
Twyford, confirmed that he had obtained
secret figures from a real estate industry in-
sider. These figures demonstrated what Twy-
ford termed a “worrying preponderance”
of purchasers with names such as “Smith”,
“Wilson™ and “Jones"”, buying houses in fash-
ionable Central Auckland suburbs such as
Ponsonby, Freeman's Bay and Parnell.

Twyford confirmed that he met with ‘Sore
Throat’, as the industry whistleblower has
been dubbed, some three weeks ago. Sore
Throat proceeded 1o scrawl] the “top five or
s0 names he could remember off the top of
his head” of people he had sold to “in about
the last ive months™ onto a paper serviette
for Twyford to investigate.

Sore Throat's disclosures have confirmed
what many have long suspected ~ that white
people of Anglo-Saxon origin are likely to
appear more often than other ethnicities in
New Zealand data such as lists of house buy-
ers, enrolments in private schools, and the
census.

*“We've had a very close eye on this issue for
some ume now", affirmed Twyford. “We now
have the hard facts 1o prove it".

AMERICAN DRUG
GOOKS OFFENDED
AT BEING LABELLED
MEXICAN

Pro-Drug Association (APDA) for Trump's im-
plications that drug cooks and distributors are

10 # Issue #13 Craccum.

‘Mexican’ and therefore not true Americans.

WMembers of the APDA have been protesting

outside Trump Tower for the past month wav- |

ing American flags and wearing various forms

of drug cooking equipment, APDA's President |
Snoop Dogg made a statement today saying,
“How dare Trump labe) those who have drugs |

| @s Mexcans. | bring drugs into my comumnu-

{

|

|
|

nty and I'm a red-blooded American! How
dare he undermine my ciuzenship like that!”,

| Snoop Dogg further went on to say that Trump
there was mass uproar from the American |

is clearly out of step with America, since there
was the famous “white meth cook on TV" who
was “definitely not Mexican”,

. America will be expected to
| exporting democracy to Vije

pa, u\@ Cogy
tnam, Pﬂhm

Iraq, Kosovo, Grenada, Beirut, Somaljy 3(:

nia and Haiti.

: Now Chinese

PONSONBY
PREVENTING CHINESE
INVESTMENT

Ar:;:n NZ HERALD'S DISCOVERY OF DAMNING
information of overwhelming Chinese
influence in the Auckland property market,
Ponsonby Real Estate agency ‘Be Bourgeois'
issued a statement today ensuring that they
will not recognise any bids from Chinese in-
vestors. President of ‘Be Bourgeois', Augusta
o, hat 'to say, while sipping from
decaf soy flat whit@'in her

.n;wcious mug amilam\q

outfit, “We're not racist,

op those who come from
ke control over the land
en asked whether trué

the property aged

¢
APDA sought fellow Republican l‘°‘::\P,
seeker Jeb Bush's perspective oR et
comments. Jeb initially refused 10 €O
citing he needed to check what hus
opinion on the issue was first.
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FLATLINERS

WITH CHRIS

I'nmwmmwmmmlmarot

my life. I have been for six months of

flatting. Every morning Ana is woken
up by my calamitous footfalls, and late into
the night Jono's 700-decibel speakers are in-
terrupted by the relentless pounding of my
feet. Nobody told me this. They resented my
easily-correctable behaviour, but feared ask-
ing me to change it. They tiptoed around the
issue, while I clodhopped around their bed-
rooms.

We've been friends for a year and a half, flat-
mates for five months, and I still haven't fig-
ured out how to communicate either of those
things. I like my flatmates (borderline love)
and 97% of their behaviour, and they (I think)
like me and tolerate most of mine, but any
time either of us opens our mouths to suggest
or request an improvement, it comes out as
passive-aggressive. One night a flatmate and
some friends came back late, and I got wo-
ken up by their entry. It was like they were
walking in tap shoes. Moderately loud. It was
outrageous.

Not to worry, 1 thought. It wasn’t a moral is-
sue. I could ask them to be quieter next time,
and they just would. They could be loud in the
lounge, and feel pleased by how considerate
they'd been in the hallway. I could lie asleep

Lirmg snTer.' A

in my room, and feel anxious about whether
I was needy.

[ was definitely needy. | began to stress. Bring-
ing up the fact that I'd been woken as a top-
ie unto itself would sound resentful. The next
time my flatmate Facebook chatted me I saw
my opportunity. We were talking about Gone
Girl. The acting. The camera angles. The pos-
gible sexism. “Oh also,” | threw in, parentheti-
cally, “could we be a bit less loud when com-
ing through the front door at night?” It was a
seamless transition. It was subtle, and jokey.
It definitely didn't look like I'd been stewing
over the late-night wakeup for hours since it
happened, or like my subconscious umbrage
was finally overwhelming my fear of conflict.

He explained that it seemed hostile. I ex-
plained that it definitely wasn't. He explained
again. Fair enough. In future I would address
problems explicitly. Failing that, I would nev-
er raise them, silently compromise, and re-
gret. People who address problems head-on
get into collisions. Axiomatic. There's a pre-
carious balance to be struck. I'm risking it
by writing this column, but alsc wouldn’t be
writing a column in Craccum if I didn’t want
to maintain relationships with my flatmate
who edits it. Had any other friend asked for
700 words a week I would've immediately
sacrificed the friendship, ignoring Facebock
messages and avoiding them in class, but you
can only pretend hide from someone in your
bedroom for so long. Particularly when there
are two of them, because they date.

Jordan and Ana. The monolith. Commen law |

married. They’'ve been at uni since Muldcen
was in government, and dating for two or
three years longer than that. They practice
collective cabinet responsibility. All declara-
tions have the full force of both wills behind
them, except for sometimes when they don't.
They sit in the garden, inhaling durries and
wine (but never carbs), and emitting dicta,
chores rosters, and the occasicnal winking
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reference to the fact that they DEFINITE-
LY F+CK IN MY HOUSE. If you alienate one
you've alienated both, and two's a majority in
a four-person tribe.

Jono, my other flatmate, is fairly quiet. He sits
in his room, drinking from an enormous ther-
mos of butter chicken, watching Archer, and
sometimes, late in the night, crying to por-
nography. We all hear you Jono. He’s techno-
logically savvy but shy. The ideal cohabitant.

They’'ve flatted before, so they know what
they’'re doing. And the firm hands are appre-
ciated, particularly after the tragic commons
of my apartment last year, with its under-
stocked kitchen full of flies, and overstaffed
bathroom flush with mould. I'm incompetent,
which is not appreciated. Willing to learn, but
unable to do so.

We don't share meals yet, because we don’t
have a dining table. They periodically get
sad about the things I eat (or the smells they
make), and try to teach me to make less sad
food. I refuse to cock properly because it's
hassle, and domestic. Every night I eat fla-
vourless mince and lettuce on microwave rice,
proud in my masculine tradition. I melt plastic
utensils on the stove, to assert my dominance.

I snapchat pictures of these banquets to my
friends who live at home, as a guilt trip. Ev-
eryone who lives at home should feel guilty.
I chose to move out, but by staying home
they're the student 1%. They’re the reason
student culture is failing. There’s no incentive
to hang on campus cr stay ocut late when you
have a bedroom to return to that isn't misera-
ble and no conilicts to aveid. Your dad bought
you coffee this morning. I had toast for din-
ner. I bought chicken, worried about salmo-
nella, didn’t want to wash dishes, and ate
toast. Alone at my desk. And it was your fault.

But Ana waking up at 7ZAM is my fault. Gotta
tread lightly.

D ———
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CHIVALRY IS BS

WITH LAVINIA MACEVICUIC

Y FEMALE FRIEND END I EPPROACE
MW e it e St Mo
round’s on us!” we say, and we

begin to pour ourselves beer. James, some
English dude we just met that was staying at
the same hostel as us, was clearly uncomfort-
able. He informs us that a gixl has never ever
bought him a drink. “It's only fair”, we tell
him. “You got the last round”. He's still a bit
awkward and said that we shouldn't have. He
tells us that ladies don't pay for guys’ drinks.
He tells us he likes doing nice things for gixls.
He tells us that some guys don't. Well he'’s a
proper gentleman and he wants to treat girls
nicely.

We've all met guys like James. The nice guys
who like to think they treat girls nicely.“lama
true gentleman”, I can hear them all saying in
unison, as they support a smirk on their face
that is to say “Praise me for thinking you are
worth respecting”.

Chivalry, especially in New Zealand, is sup-
posedly dead. Women across the country
are walking into doors, freezing to death and
paying for their own coffees. The chivalrous
gentleman has become a rare breed, leaving
women to fulfil tasks only their male counter-
parts have been capable of doing over the
past thousands of years. Without the extinct
species that is the true gentleman, what are
we to do? Be crushed under the weight of a
pile of miscellaneous heavy stuff? Die from

over standing while on the bus? I don't think
s0.

Chivalrous acts and respecting women are
believed to go hand in hand. James, like so
many other men I have met in my life, be-
lieved that if you love women, you have to
treat them nicely. When I pointed out that
chivalrous acts are inherently sexist he ex-
claimed “I'm not sexist, I love women!” But
there is a difference between treating a wom-
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an ‘nicely’, and treating her with respect. To
me, chivalrous acts are nothing more than an
exercise of the deeply ingrained ideology
that women hold less power both physically
and financially than men, and deserve to be
protected and taken care of simply because
of their inferior gender.

The logic behind chivalrous acts can easily
be challenged, but despite that,I can hear the
scowls of the readers who disagree with me.
I understand that they're carried out because
men try to seem ‘nice’ and ‘respectful’. But if
people show respect by holding doors, pay-
ing for dates and giving others their jacket
when they're cold, then why is it that it makes
men feel so uncomfortable when it is carried
outin reverse? I can't tell you how many times
men have awkwardly swayed side to side at
the entrance of a door when I am holding
the door for them because they thought they
should be holding it for me.

Although chivalry is extremely flattering and I
agree, it's really nice to feel as if you are ‘taken
care of’, they are still acts of sexism masked as
a socially appropriate way of exercising gen-
der inequality. Chivalry is a sign of benevolent
sexism. It is done on the basis that women are
too fragile or sensitive to carry out certain
tasks. The term benevolent sexism (which I
will appropriately abbreviate to BS) stems
from the ambivalent sexism theory that states
there's two different types of sexism: hostile
and benevolent. Hostile sexism is what we ini-
tially think of when we think of very sexist be-
haviour. It is crude, it is angry and it is hostile.
An example of hostile behaviour would be the
exclusion of women from the armed forces on
the basis that they are physically weaker and
less capable than men.

Benevolent sexism, on the other hand, is
much harder to detect and to the oblivious
eye may appear as protective or simply pro-
social behaviour. The way in which benevo-

lent sexism is carried out makeg it seq

if women benefit from it. The exclusi,
wonen from the armed forces op the bn :
that their more gentle and 8ensitive py
is more suitable for something legg Yiol,
would be an example of BS, The m, aln dmem
ence between hostile and benevolent se ™
is that BS is framed as a positive attitud, |
makes it seem as if women are benesu'
from this treatment. Women are exempt frop,
carrying out harder tasks such ag yip
heavy things or from paying on dates, anq an
praised when they conform to stereotypicy
gender behaviour and expectations,

The reason why BS is a problem is becayse
the underlying attitudes beneath it are ey.
tremely sexist. Women are praised and re.
inforced for sticking to their traditional gen.
der roles as kind, meek, fragile and weak.
The impacts of BS are less visible, but much
more harmful and longer lasting. Because it
is framed in a positive way, women are more
likely to put up with sexist treatment and to
conform to their gender stereotypes when
they are being praised for it. What's more,
is that the difference between BS and HS is
not so large anyway, however they are very
strongly linked. Which makes sense; they
both support the notion that men and women
are separate, different from one another and
that one sex is inferior.

So, where does the fine line between chivally
and respect lie? Chivalry’s a very gendered
phenomenon. Men are the active participants
producing chivalrous behaviour whereas
women are on the receiving end. I don't Sfe
what would be so wrong if supposedly chiv-
alrous behaviour was reciprocal. Basical¥
treat people how you want to be treated 1€
gardless of gender. Because if you really ’°f"
women, you'd treat them as equals, not as ¥
competent and delicate flowers. And yes,
does mean that if you go out on a daté ™
can expect her to pay as well.

“THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
HOSTILE AND BENEVOLENT

AL AT TUAE
MAKES IT SEEM AS IF WOM

MED
IT
EN

ARE BENEFITING FROM THIS
TREATMENT.Q’

/

|



KANT OR WON'T?

LIBERALISM AND ITS
DISCONTENTS

WITH ADITYA VASUDEVAN AND CALLUM L0

HERE'S BEEN X WORRYING TREND ON THE IN-

ternet recently (controversial, I know),

of oppressors appropriating the lan-
guageoftheoppressedtomalwtheirpoim.
The particular example that caught my notice
was a video on YouTube called Not Alone, post-
ed by ‘catholicvote’. It consisted of light but
emotional music to stir your empathy, a black
and white filter to provide a sense of gravitas,
and a neverending refrain of, “we’re not bigot-
ed because we have gay friends”. The video
progressed like a carefully orchestrated vic-
tim statement. The faces were of shyness and
modest anguish. They said (and I'm paraphras-
ing here), “We are scared to speak out against
same-sex marriage because we feel like we're
going to be discriminated against. Society is
oppressing us.We have become voiceless. Our
values have become taboo”. The whole thing
progressed in the same way as a ‘coming out’
narrative, but for Catholic puritanism.

It would be easy for me to simply spout out-
rage in response here, and I believe that would
be warranted in response to what is clearly
ju§t \fvell made propaganda, but if it's anti-dis-
crimination and liberalism that are being in-

YU ARE
NMATED Tk |

voked, then let's start by giving ‘catholicvote’
the benefit of the doubt. If they really feel like
their views are being oppressed, what's the
difference between them and someone in the
LGBTQIA* movement? The Not Alone video is
in response to same-sex marriage, so let’s start
there: intolerance of same-sex marriage is in-
deed becoming more unacceptable, and those
who seek to take that stance are being social-
Iy sanctioned. The important line here is that,
despite this, the institution of marriage doesn't
discriminate against them. They are able to
have Catholic marriages of ‘one man and one
woman’ even with the safe passage of same-sex
marriage in America.The institution, now, does
not explicitly discriminate against either group.

The ethos of liberalism, of “all views are sa-
cred”, of “you have your views, and I have
mine”, is possibly the cause of catholicvote’s
tactics. Michael Sandel, someone who has
criticised this hollowed-out way of locking at
public debate, puts it like this: liberal states
take on a very thin conception of ‘the good’
in order to facilitate a plurality of viewpoints.

The state, though, is not neutral. Sandel asks
us to consider abortion as an example. The
liberal view that a women ocught to be able

foetus’s sentience) does implicitly take a po-

COLUMNS

sition. Even if not a strong position, it does
saymatanunbomfoemsisnolasaliveasa
baby once it has been born. The state policy
of letting women apply their own values to the
situation does take the side of the woman who
chooses to abort her child in terms of the in-
herent value of a foetus. Sandel’s point is that
what may seem like neutral state positions are
rarely ever so. He supports a woman's right
to abort a foetus, and same-sex marriage; he
justthmksweshouldbeargtﬁngtheirposiﬁve
merits rather than deferring to ‘tolerance’ as
the golden virtue.

Sandel's critique of the way we talk about is-
sues in a liberal society does shed light on the
‘coming out’ of catholicvote. It does not in any
way legitimate the method being used. People
suffer immensely in trying to make their friends
and family come to terms with their sexual or
gender identities. The belittling of that struggle
by a group who empirically do not in any way
face the same difficulty of personal expression
or self-actualisation is distasteful. But Sandel’s
ideas do provide some sort of background ra-
tionale for why this sort of thing exists. Perhaps

| we need to be less afraid of conlict, less afraid
; of angering those who disagree with us, and
to decide (based on her own views about a |
| deerinscme cases.

leave ‘tolerance’ as the liberal clarion call at the

“THEY ARE ABLE T0 HAVE CATHOLIC
MARRIAGES OF “ONE MAN AND ONE
WOMAN’ EVEN WITH THE SAFE

ar
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ME-SEX MARRIAGE IN

AMERICA.”

Colin Maiden Park, Merton Rd, Auckland

2_-Day and One Day Cricket - Saturday Aftenoons
Twenty20 Cricket - Sunday aftemoons

Twilight Cricket - Mondays & Tuesdays after work
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BINGS TOOS e

“week. 1 bought an elaborate e-cig
4 and an overpniced hat from St Kevin's
Arcade and spent a long afternoon in Mezze
Bar sipping apple tea by the pint. Then I read
an article about the shackles of student debt
and despaired. Happily, at thus point, fate in-
tervened. Here is the mad story of Studyhnk,
a seventeen-year-old and a sugar daddy.

I can sense your pursed lips formung already.
There is little more unsavoury than sugar.
Howevez, all began wath class and glamour,
like a Lana Del Rey music video — break-

fast in Ponsonby (a delightful name derived
from the portmanteau of ‘poncey’ and ‘snob-
by’); pretentious little pastries in paper
‘lunch bags'; random between-lecture drives
around the bays in the sleek and sexy Audi.
1 wondered if this was what being a Dio gitl
is like. St Cuth’s, 1 corrected myself — a bet-
ter-publicised record of stripping.

| Things got a little strange further into the

week. Bored with the unrealistically ghttery

| lifestyle, 1 took challenges from friends for

‘least enticing’ dares. Wednesday morning, 9

am, | was wearing a bunny onesie from Marks

& Spencer. Now That's What I Call Gregorian
Chanting was turned up to 11. Knock knock.
“Nice music” he said, groping my cotton tail.
Damn.

He camed me downstairs in the throes of
lepondae-lust talking more about Playboy
than pyjamas. The real Hugh Hefneric mo-
ment came though after nature had taken its
course, and your correspondent was down to
a pair of a fnend's dad's socks (dare number
three), watching the gentleman shrug on his
leather jacket. Pausing on his way out, as if re-
membering to ask me some small favour, he
pulled out of hus pocket a wad — a wad, read-
er — of red and purple notes. “Want some
pocket money?” he asked, ainly.

Honestly rather shocked, I could only laugh

1

and break into LA gangeis vor
“Life ain't nothin' but bitches and m“"t’oh,
mocked, miming an expensive hing i
stammering response revealed py, ::'“x
olent intentions. “It's not for the tox o) ey,
buy you... food...later?" he blusheq o b
ly returning the cash to his coay pou.
grabbing my protruding scapula, « =
this. Eat something”, Matvelling a the
liarity of my existence, 1 sent him off, o
intact, pleased with following the b“,"'m.
of my employer: “Never do something yoy,
good at for free”, b

Fortunately for this Pol major, that Fri
lecture on Wollstonecraft was inoculatiey
against any further 'sugar daughter' (a ‘
friend formally described it) ridiculousnesy
My living allowance having been deposi.
ed by our beloved WINZ department, | wu
once again able to buy my own long black
and think straight about this dalliance wiy
‘Daddy’ (dare number four — he did not re.
coil at the name, damn), a benefactor wi
twice my years and twenty times my salary
On our final encounter, roaring through gen-
trified countryside, I thought a fitting way
to end a Craccum piece on the experience
would be a well-timed Lana quote. “Where
shall we go?" he asked. “Take me to Paris’,
I replied, dreamily. Instead of sharing a com-
radely laugh, his brow furrowed. "I will", sad
he. Damn.
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THE UNSAKE MUSINGS 0
AN AUTISTIC MIND

WITH JAMES EROWN

tion (though that implies | had one to be-

gin with) yet, so to start the new semester
and hopefully get a few people talking, this
time I'm going to talk about something big. So
to betray my own prejudices and hopefully out-
grow them, this time I'm going for the unusual
suspects.

Inm'rcommmmu— {

The social justice movement is a loosely
aligned movement of leftist, liberal and pro-
gressive people on the internet, most notably
on the picture blog site Tumblr and the ‘site’ (I
can't think of what the hell to call it) Reddit. It
stands (and claims to stand) for many things,

gender issues such as the

for gey marnage
fiscrimination against transgendered

urtfar discrimingto

people, femumusm, racial issues such as the un-
, and prebably
are good issues
nand — atenon.
crs, or ‘SfWs'

called, approach these

f
A
{

I'm now going to make a claim about the social
justice movement, and then elaborate on it, lest
people take me the wrong way (which the three
people who read this probably will anyway).

Social justice warriors are the white man's bur-

‘_ den of the modern era.

[
|
|

Now, before you all start complaining, hear
me out. I don't just say that out of misplaced

| spite. 1 have absolutely no problems with

S]Ws. Hell, I've been a SJW myself in regards
to the lack of women and realistic female
miniatures in Wargaming. The ‘white man's
burden’ was the name given to the school
of thought espoused by white liberals at the
turn of the century before last, named after a
famous poem by the great visionary of Em-
pire, Rudyard Kipling. It espouses that ‘en-
lightened people’ — in his case the white co-
lonials — had a sacred duty to rule over and
‘improve’ native people who were behind

the west socially, economically and arguab¥
morally. This idea is now considered outda!:
ed and highly racist, that because one grovp
of people are more privileged, they have ¥
give their ways and means to others whethe?
they like it or not.

That is pretty much what the modern 5034
justice movement is all about, enlighterund

masses from a position ‘on high".The SJWs oo
sideritameddutylomkeevermm
see their point of view, regardless dﬂ:‘:‘“
issues with it. Anyone who isn't of theif .
lndl!.lbigo!nndin.omecam,lN&ﬂ "
noumrdyouwmltoﬂuowatjustw
both the same, and the antithesis olww
manhbuxden',(orhemitild\albuld"'w
lynnnedinwaxds.'l‘lwpxivuegedelﬂ:‘;y
guilty in some cases about that, feel e
to improve the world, and those who e
live the struggle are sidelined. It% Lke o
omo(whitopeoplowhnqmﬂw " ST
rights movement that eventually sp
divide as much as they unte.

g ¥
dew\wdoww"”‘““"mw#’
jusuoe.ﬂowevelmyomc‘"b‘b"u wtet®
a computer screen. The tue lé“w o 041
th«vywouldbowulu\gloh‘"‘“‘“N
preach.

.
Reputation destioyed in tuee, o o
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LETTERS

ETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

END THEM TO EDITOR@CRACCUM.CO.NZ SO WE CAN W

THR? S
T RACCA\D SLGHTLY PSSV AGCRESSIVERESPONSES AND L SOME PAGE

SOME SEMI-WITTY AND SLIGHTLY PA

o Lavizia (JustPemmvsTTHINGS),
TI just read the horrible letter to you that
waspublishedinthisweek‘s&zeamlﬁnd
it very difficult to understand how anyone can
think like that, and wanted to show you my sup-
port. Please don' stop writing the JustFeminist-
Things column, and NEVER stop fighting for
equal rights. Each and every one of your col-
umns has resonated with me, and I look forward
to reading your thoughts each week. We may
be a lot better off than women in other coun-
tries, but we still expenience inequality and so
we still need people like you! So thank you.
Yours,
JEN

You know who seem to have it the hardest?
Men who make complaints about feminist writ-
ers. They're always subjugated by evil liberals
smearing their correct conservative views.
Poor, poor men.

—

£xr Eprrors,

I felt that Harry brought up an interesting
point last week about the glass ceiling becom-
ing more of a bottleneck in modern society.
Although he doesn't go into too much detail,
probably because it isn't a full article, it seems
fairly evident that he might very well have a
point.

There is certainly much less discrimination
against women in modern times, both day to
day and in the workiorce but recently it has just
blovwn up in proportions as the hip thing to talk
about. Words like “cis” and "misogynist” are
thrown around at every man, woman, and child
that doesn't agree to the views of the neo-fem-
inists of our generation. But that's not the point.

The point is that you completely pass off ev-
erything he says as not true and saying that he
likes to “delegitimise the struggle of women",

18 ¢ Issue #13 Craccum.

You're doing the exact same thing that what-
sherface miss-controversy did a couple issues
ago and saying that he's wrong and you're right
and not listening or even remotely trying to un-
derstand his point of view.

Being a business student, I occasionally get the

| treat of researching real life companies in New

Zealand and around the world so let me assure
you, these companies are definitely trying to
decrease any possible discrimination that is
present within the workforce and have incen-
tives in place to get women into the higher up

| managerial and CEO positions.

é Harry makes the point, that whereas before

women weren't given these opportunities be-

| cause there was a social view that women were

inferior to men, now it is simply because wom-
en are psychologically and physically different
to men and therefore have different needs. We
cant overlook these physical differences be-

| cause they are essential to survival.

| The change that need to happen and which
| companies are trying to achieve, is that we

as

should stop thinking of men and women

| eguals in every way, and instead understand
| and take into consideration the differences to

allow for necessary changes in the job to suit
both men and women so that women leaving
to have babies will not be a detniment to the

| women's success.

We hate the idea of strawmanning you. But
also, it's more fun than engaging with you. “We
should stop thinking of men and women as
equals”...."take into consideration the differenc-
es”. Separate but equal. A great policy. You're a
great person. Thanks so much for the thoughtful
defence,

N WRiTe

D EFEND THOUSELF NOT THY MUCH APPRECHy,
ed scribes and wordsmiths!|

I started a Post Grad last year and founq the
magazine flaccid to say the least,

Quelle surprise 2015 saw a completely rean;.
mated organ and just like the days

of old at Otago Uni when the weekly Critic
Mag was a cause for celebration

so Auckland's Craccum steps up to the mark,

Apart from Humanities and Arts..Craccum is
the only representative of

critical-thinking university discourse that |
have encountered at this

sprawling needs-provider that callsl itself a
university, overshadowed by

the Kafkaesque spectre of the Owen Glenn
Building intent on disgorging disciples
into a world already choking on fiscal fas-
cism.

Thanks too for the privilege of holding youin
my hands as I don't read online

unless 1 absolutely have to AND I recyle the
paper I use.

The University Bookshop in Dunedin sUp-
ports the university magazine with a
$20 gift voucher for Letter(To the Editor) of
the Weck. Would UBS consider such &
gesture do you think ?

Happy Monday!
READEROFWORDSONPAPER

e.
An excellent poem. All of your points ar¢ ry
We've created a literary landmark. We've
come famous. We're celebrated intellect!

No. But write for us and we'll give you @ par “b'
Alchohol is the same as books. Both of * ould
are inferior to hard drugs. Which you sho
take. On campus. In UBS.




I'VE ALREADY MISSE
THE DEADLINE
FOR THIS COMIC.
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I HAVE A FEELING THIS
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THAT’S BEEN HERE FOR YEARS,
SOME SAY IT’S MAGICAL,
OTHERS SAY IT’S CURSED!
IT’S PROBABLY EXPIRED,
NOBODY HAS BEEN BRAVE
ENOUGH TO RISK OPENING IT,

“/ !A&,,’,fv
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MANY THANKS |
GATEKEEPER!

YOU ARE DOING SUCH AN |
ASTUTE JOB, AND THIS |
COMMUNITY A SERVICE. /|

SEA OF STICKY FLOORS |
L AND HANDSY MEN! /| [SRE

Ny MR RN i
OH 1M SORRY I’M SO |
DITsy AND cLumsy! i’
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IT’S 3AM AND WE
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HOME IN THE RAIN.
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JALL

FEATURE

POPPY

STNDROME

o e =
DISCLAIMER
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE CONTAINS

SEVERAL
REFERENCES THAT MAY MAKE THE AUTHOR AP-
PEAR PROUD OR BOASTFUL. WE AT CRACCUM
D0 NOT CONDCNE ANY OF THIS HUMBLE BRAS
BUSINESS, BUT ASK THAT YOU BEAR WITH US
THROUGH THE VARIOUS INSTANCES OF NAME
DROPPING, ANECDOTES OF OYERSEAS TRIPS, AS
MLt 5
AND SLURS AT THE READY.

EW ZEALAND HAS SOME AMAZING CULTURE;

the classic hokey pokey, rugby = lfe,

No.8 Wue go getters, and some cheeky
Pponytall pulling banter. However, one thing that
makes Kiwis truly Kiwi is our ability to ensure
that no one ever gets too big for their boots. You
know, nothing really grinds our gears more then
when someone gets a bit 00 smug or arrogant.
Not only are they doing well, but they're bloody
teling everyone about it too. Luckily we're here
10 take them down a notch, and show them that
We won't have a bar of this sort of confidence
and pride. How dare they imply that they're bet-
'e1 than us, by mentioning that they've won an
dwaxd? Cheeky little shits,

BY LEXI FINUCANE

Tall Poppy Syndrome (TPS) afflicts most New Zea-
landers. Whether you're the particularly beau-
tiful poppy being cut down, or the one sharp-
ening your pruning shears - this ‘syndrome’ is
found everywhere from the schooclground to the
boardroom. Having done a bit of research on
the issue for this article (read: Googled it), my
thoughts on TPS seem to differ to Wikipedia's.
Yes, there is a Wikipedia article on the subject.
Wikipedia states that TPS occurs when pecple
of genuine merit are resented, attacked and cut
down because their talents or achievements el-
evate or distinguish them from their peers. So,
the idea here is that we all genuinely hate on

“NEW ZEALAND HAS
SOME AMAZING
CULTURE:; THE CLASSIC
HOKEY POKEY, RUGRY
= LIFE, N0.8 WIRE G0
GETTERS, AND SOME
CHEEKY PONYTAIL

PULLING BANTER.

people that do well, precisely because they do
well. While pessimusm seems to be a theme in
my wnting, as well as my everyday life, I do hike
to think that we New Zealanders are better than
that. There are times we will lock at people who
seem tc have ‘made it' and sneer, or rell our eyes
at the businessman driving his Audi (pretentious
prick), or tell our fnends that we didn't think so
and so was that great. Nicknames such as teach-
er's pet, and srarky remarks about ‘Ponsnobby’,
fulfil the task of conveying that we don’t think
that other peopie or places are superior.

I'm not so sure that we resent people for having
genuine talent, instead, my understanding is that
we resent them for having genuine talent and

telling us about it.

There's a funny juxtaposition in the way we
celebrate success in New Zealand. We are an
extremely proud country, convinced that we
punch above our weight in many different ar-
eas — especially given the size of our popula-
tion. And of course we'll happily brag about this
to anyone who will listen, especially ourselves.
The New Zealand media takes great pleasure
in plastering the front page with the All Black's
results, or the achievements of Lorde, Lydia Ko
and Peter Jackson. We constantly #throwback to
Sir Ed, and that time ages ago when we won the
America’s Cup. Anytime an Australian dares to
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will shut them down with a

compete with us we
theft of Russell Crowe.

single mention of the

who do well — particularly
those on the sports field. The thing is, while we
Jove to tell the world about other people’s suc-
weconsidetinobe.mganlor

brings up their O® 1

We love other Kiwis

cess,
if the person in question
achievements. With a slight roll of the eyes, we
:ahegrenplemmensmingmtmeydon‘t
geuoobigfoxmeixboon.lthink.andhm
had confirmation from a real life psychologist
(thanks Mum).t)mpexhapuheideabehindthe
TPSpManmnthemnetobeeq‘uLand
bycutﬁngou\enda-m.meymnomlevel.and
wemnzheim%dm‘tmmfeelmtomers
mbenathanus.mdwe'nt:yourhudedlo
makedamnmemeydon’tfeelthem.Now.
Psych 101 and Sociol 100 aside, this is perhaps
achﬂdashmdhokh\gnthmgs.nxygmmd
nouomol'\veniﬂun’thmit.menyoumx

either” spring to mind.

This attitude has had a massive impact on our
culture. We may come across as humble and
Wmumm—mmwm
mpp“ed’!mog:mmdmwnﬁdmﬁme:-
mammmmmmm
wespetkabomm.mmhn
year, I was surprised at how openly people
would talk about the positive achievements in
their life. Following a test, instead of folding the
paper and tcking it away regardless of the re-
sult, I had friends who would bound over and
show me their A or A+. They cidn’t downplay
their success in the way Kiwis do. They accepted
compliments with a smile and a thanks, rather
than the classic “Yeah, nah, it's not that good™.
And while there is a thin hne between arrogance
and confidence, many seemed to walk it well.

Unsurprisingly, TPS affects our interviewing {
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tell our friends ab
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like about ourselves, or what we've done well
in, to avoid the effects of Tall Poppy Syndrome.
We would rather cut ourselves down, than have
the awful experience of someone doing it to us.

So, in response to our questions, the candidates | ing of course). It's not bragq; Pey

would stall, pausing to think, digging deep to | It's not arrogance, it's conﬁdi:mg. ity thary

ind something, or sometimes just pretending | of ourselves shouldn't come 3 c::. Beingm
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we're better than others, Imagine jf
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up Sir Richie McCaw. Let's just try l:’ '. 3
be proud of ourselves, just ax much .:hm 2
proud of others. Let others have theij ~
es, and let us have ours. Except tho:c:
twats; if you're driving around in a ca tha
as expensive as three university degrees, th
you're just a dick.

to think, fearful that a fast response might come
across as overconfident. We would go round and
round in circles, coaxing the students into giv-
ing answers. Having been asked about times
they showed teamwork or leadership skills, the
candidate might mention they played rugby.
Rugby? We ask them to elaborate, squeezing
blood from the stone. After five minutes, the fact
that they have been First XV captain for a couple
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PLOT TWIST:

WATGHING TV ISN’T REALLY THAT BAD FOR YOU

r you'e A seriat, TV smow warcmer e 1

am, you'll know the beauty of the internet

and how readily accessible all kinds of
television shows are these days. I can grab my
laptop at literally any time and watch anything
1 want. Whether ‘illegally’ or not, there are so
many ways that we can watch television shows:
stream, download torrents, TVNZ on demand
and now the magical phenomenon that is Net-
flix. We have such a wide range of ways to ac-
cess TV and there is s0 much content coming
at us that we don't know what to do with it all.
1 know myself and the majority of the popu-
lation of the world are able to sit and binge-
watch entire seasons of a show within a week
or less. There are so many negative attributes
attached to spending our time watching tele-
vision shows; articles repetitively remind us
that it's bad for our health or our lifestyle, and
overall not a good way to spend time. I think
that it's nonsense to shame binge-watching
or watching TV at all, because it is now part
of modern day life. Furthermore, isn’t it amaz-
ing!? I can watch a show, here in New Zealand,
in my bed, just after it has finished airing in
America, which is on the other side of the
world. Technology has won, the computers
have taken over. This is the future!

I remember being 13 and making my dad a
timetable of how late I wanted to stay up each
night to watch certain shows on the TV I had
in my room. About two years later this was
completely unnecessary, because obvious-
ly I was 15 and could sleep when I wanted
to, but I also could record the shows or find
them online and watch them at my conve-
nience. When [ look back at that, I realize just
how amazing modern technology is. TV has
changed so much in my lifetime alone: from
watching whatever my parents put on for me,
to picking a few nights a week to watch differ-
ent shows, to binge watching whatever I want
onmy laptop. That's all happened in less than
10 years. Yes, maybe the TV industry is mak-
ing too much money, companies like SKY and
Netflix are probably having too much fun with
the cash we throw at them, but the quality of
television now is impeccable. An episode can
now be compared to an entire movie in the
way they are so filmic and detailed in their
Production. This is the time to be alive.

Since the 1920s, television has brought peo-
Ple together. When it was first introduced to
the world, it was something completely dif-
ferent to what we have now, and it has been
fapidly changing since its beginning. One
thing | know is that it still brings people to-

BY LAYLA DARWAZEH

gether. TV shows create fan bases, communi-
ties and an event for people all over the world
to sit down and enjoy together. Television was
made to create a community, it was the new
fireplace that everyone would gather around.
There would be one or two different channels
and limited variety of content, so that every-
one in every household would be watching
the same thing at the same time. Timing was
everything, as it was based around when TV
networks expected each family member to
be home and watching television, for exam-
ple, cartoons after school time.

Technology has grown massively since the
introduction of the television and this has
changed what we know of the traditional TV.
Television sets became more affordable and
now almost every household has one or more.
Also a number of TV networks emerged, cre-
ating more channels and more content and
competition. We began watching different
things at different times; each household had
more options of what to watch, so the idea
of everybody coming together to watch the
same thing began to fade away with these
new developments. Now it seems that the
whole family no longer sit down in front of the
TV every evening. Now we can access the TV
we want, when we want and how we want.

mative family probably don't like to watch the

same shows and probably cannot fit into their |

timetables watching them at the scheduled
time. I know that, at least in my famuly, there
are certain shows that you can set a ime to
sit together and watch. Isn't that the purpose

of the television set? The TV is stll central to |
the home, but it has developed. We download |

episodes so we don't have to sit through ad

breaks, we are able to start and stop whenever |

is convenient to us; everything is designed to
make us more comfortable and enjoy watch-
ing these specific shows as a famuly.

It's not just the family that is brought together
through this readily available watching, it is
a worldwide thing. If 1 watch the new Game
of Thrones within two days of it coming out
I'll be able to engage online with others who
have watched it. The internet also encourag-
es this; almost immediately after a show airs,
spoilers can be found basically anywhere on-
line and so it's always better to be up to date
with current big shows, so it's not ruined by
inadvertently reading something. There are
even YouTube channels set up solely to recap
and discuss an episode after it has aired. That

is what is called a global community. We are
linked to people around the world through
the television we watch. It's not only global,
but also locally, where, if my friends have all
watched the new episode of Grey's Anatomy
I want to watch it as well, otherwise we can't
all talk about it and I'm left behind.

Easy and efficient access to TV shows shouldn't
be seen negatively. It's a good thing, we don't
spend time waiting around for something, we
watch it when we want then move on with our
lives. When I watched The Bachelor NZ twice a
week at 7:30pm, I probably sat in front of the
TV at around 7pm, watched random, pointless
other shows waiting for it to start, then once it
finished at 8:30pm, I watched another show and
these are shows that I'm not even interested in.
Comparatively, if I go to watch it online, on de-
mand, I would only watch The Bachelor NZ and
forget I'm also skipping all the ads online.

I do get why TV nowadays has all these neg-
ative connotations, as it seems like it doesn't
bring us together in the way it was designed
to. It also seems as if we are ‘wasting’ our time
in front of a screen. It is presented as pointless.
TV could be seen as just as pointless as read-

| ing and why is reading so favored anyways?
Each member of your stereotypical hetercnor- |

If we're all worried that we spend too much
time locking at screens, then things like the
Kindle shouldn't be arcund. My argument is
that we re going to be staning at screens either
way; that is how socety is set up now. I could
be screiling through all my social media for
an hour or watching the new episode of Mad
Men. Yes, maybe it's bad for your posture, and
you probably eat tco much sitting in front of
the TV, but if you're stll out in the world, doing
cther things like working, or at university or
taking care of a family or, you know, genuinely
anything else, then sit down and binge-watch
as much as you want. I'm not judging you and
you shouldn't let anyone else either.

Maybe it's just me, maybe this whole article
is based around my life and my probably un-
healthy attachment to shows, but to be hon-
est, it's cheap, it's fun and I can do it from my
bed. What's better than that? What do other
people do in their free time anyways? There’s
only so much time you can spend outside.
If one of my courses at university is called
‘Watching Television' and is based around
TV, then it's obviously something worth doing.
My hobby is watching television shows and
I'm not even ashamed.
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A GUIDE TO THE NEWEST CREATURES OF DR

“WHO'S WHO™ OF POLITIL

COMMOK OBSERVATION MXDE EY PUNDITS,
A;p:l’iﬁcu,ndhcbdandadesis
the news media is constantly
changing — and constantly change it does.
The information age is nigh, people. Gone
isthepu&eminmeo!ﬂ:eginmﬂhngnm
anchmdanc‘mgtothemnedthetelepompt-
er, or the Pulitzer winning journalist with a
groundbreaking revelation and an establish-
ment to shake. Now anyone with a router and
amdimemrygnspo{gnmmx(CamShter.
rmthhzhngdmbnddy)anmthegb-
rious fray of political discourse. A new tech
samgenmmdmdsumwmmgwbe
ideologically pollinated in the online arena as
mdmona.lnenmedmbegmtodmndleby
comparison.

In this brave new age feeds must be am-
b\nhed,enemiectmued..andpageviem
gained.necondiﬁonsofthegunehm
changed. And with new conditions arise new
forms of life.

Emerging from this chrysalis of the infor-
mation age, opportunity is a new breed of
Political careerist — politicus hackius falsati-
us — more commonly known as the political
blogger. While far from resembling any sort
ofbutterﬂy.theycanbenonceddmmcuyby
the smartphone protruding from their crani-
um.Palsanuscanoﬁenbeioundmdankun—
derground conditions located close to their
spawning pool. Diet consists largely of insider
gmpandthebmkendxeanuohctualpubhc
figures. Parasitic of nature, they often congre-
gate inside of larger political organisms and
are fiercely territorial; especially towards oth-

er falsatius belonging to a different ideolog-
ical genus.

Now this is all well and good, but probably al-
ready somewhat familiar to you fine university
educated extraordinaires. But where the un-
seasoned observer, otherwise known as any-
one with a life, can be unfortunately tripped, is
in seeing where this all interrelates and what

the emergence of political bloggers means for
political discourse as a whole.

One thing about bloggers is that they can ac-
tually break stories. Unlike the traditional news
media however, they are not compelled to ask
the other party for a statement before publica-
tion or bound by the usual norms of journal-
istic ethics. They are after all, just nerds with
a website.

In short, if you hate journalists already, then
bloggenuethespecialldndofscummatgut-
ters only dream of.

But for good or ill their growing importance
is undeniable. The Dirty Politics revelations
brought to light last election demonstrated
thepotencyo(bloggeuinﬁamingﬁwnews
media around a certain issue, As a platform for
smear campaigns they are ideal, as informa-

tion revealed on a blog becomes public given
its accessibility and added lack of aforemen-
tioned oversight. This information can then be
picked up and reprinted by the mainstream
mediatastettlunyoucantype the word *def-
amation”,

As Danyl Mclauchlan astutely observed

ITEH

during ‘ponytailgate’, part of the Teason
National Party spin machine was caughtsogt
guard was that the story was broken onMz
tin Bradbury’s The Daily Blog. The dirt s
away and galloping before so much as thefr
“yeah nah” retort was penned; which we
not have happened if it was picked up by
mainstream news outlet that was obligedt
contact both parties.

While anonymity and accessibility can crest!
platform allowing participation to greater =
bers of people, it also allows actors to b=
attacks on political opponents with “"‘#‘
bility. The thing about mforxmuonmhlm:;
becomes public it tends to remain M‘"’ﬂ
some petty partisan people mm : of
points with an easy medium in

and we have a rather diabolical concocs®

That is not to say that political blog:::p ;
bad. Our glorious leader's bizarre @
horseplay with an Auckland waitress be°°“"1
tainly newsworthy behaviouwr . 109““"
of a Prime Minister — there W mbﬂ"“
claim to public interest and enolfggw
to make the story interesting. Bl e MM’
prove to be a potent medium f Y mﬂ"
powerful to account, Furthermor®
voice to a greater range of views 0" ont‘ o
ical spectrum who are free from e

trols or influence.

ot
On the flipside, we can expect m’;‘;’ ooﬂ”
lmginthedaxlylwau:nmelulﬂ;"mg i
to pick up stories from an "‘:;o m,cuﬂ‘:‘
tial blog sphere. News i8 inte’® " qge.

dits feed off one another, V¥ |
|
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BY ADAM OSBOURNE SMITH

LOGGERS

stories evolve, Political bloggers are now firm-
ly embedded in this gossip-go-round which is
well depicted in the sketch that accompanies
this article. They also possess a penchant for
attack narratives and have a proven potency
at framing the media around them — so we
should expect political discourse as a whole
to become more strategically focused if they
continue to gain influence.

Another thing about blogs in this country is
that all of the major ones are exceptionally
partisan. The two most regularly visited, Wha-
leoil and Kiwiblog, both have (or in the in-
stance of Whaleoil “had™) direct ties to the Na-
tional Party. Their centre-left counterpart The
Standard is strongly connected to the Labour
party; while The Daily Blog contains a pick and
mix of far leftist views. These blogs dominate
the scene attracting more site views then the
next two hundred recorded blogs combined
(check out the website Open Parachute for
site meters at https://openparachute.word-
Press.com/category/nz-blog-rankings/).

So, as well as being a perfect platform for at-

tack politics, the blogging scene in New Zea-

land is exceptionally dominated by well es-
! partisan interests.

At this point I feel compelled to urge caution.
l“"'bocmse a website gets a large number
of site views doesn't mean that it's reached a
large audience. The kind of people most reg-
ularly drawn to the Gossip Girl equivalent of
Politics are the supine hacks themselves; to
Whom the insider musings of Cameron Slat-
©F or David Farrer produce similar effects to

—

crack. The point being driven at here is that
it is perfectly plausible that the readership of
these blogs is more of a circle jerk of politicos
as opposed to a broad vehicle of ideological
participation.

Regardless, the indisputable power of political
blogs can be seen in how they influence the
rest of the media around them. Why [ would
urge caution in dealing with them is that many
of the largest blogs can often write stories with
an objective in mind, which is blindly obvious
if you read them regularly.

Most people tend not to go this far — even the
journalists that frequently use political blog-
gers as sources show a scant knowledge of
their personal agendas. But fear not, people.
In order to help you navigate the puerile bile
of blogging commentary I have developed a
quick and easy guide of the most commonly
sighted specimens.

We begin, of course, with the blog that is writ-
ten by the man who looks like what blogging
would take the shape of were it to manifest in
a physical form:

WHALEDIL

Written by Cameron Slater, Whalecil is the
undisputed heavyweight of the New Zealand
the true depths of the human condition. Slater
achieved infamy last year when his role in the
Len Brown affair and outing of public servant
Simon Pleasants became a focal peint of the
election. While not easy on the eye, this far-
right blog gained influence due to high up
connections in the National Party invelving,

While Whaleoil has suffered due to a loss of

connections from the ensuing Durty Poltics |
scandal, its influence has contnued proving

the cliché “all publicity is good pubbcity™.

One thing Slater does begrudgingly well is |

find the information that hurts.

KIWIBLOG

Brainchild of National Party spin-doctor David
Farrar, this blog was one of the first to emerge
in 2003. Kiwiblog's tone is of a thoughtful and
measured centre-right alternative, focus-
ing on finer points of policy and maintaining
crucial connections in the Key government.
Although Farrar himself looks straight out of
a Dilbert cartoon, he has wrought unbridled
damage on the left.

Farrar's other hackish hobby is operating as
National's polister. Kiwiblog continually feeds
out the stats that shows us guess what? Nation-
al's ahead in the polls, once again. The constant
reiteration of this point is largely thanks to Da-
vid Farrar, as journalists are given a one stop

FEATURE

lhapcnnwhoneracewpawex.(:heennme-

THE STANDARD

A combination of Labour Party and trade union
views, The Standard is a centre-left blog that
publishes on a range of economic and social
issues. If you're all about making capitalism a
little bit kinder, then this is the blog for you. A
spinoff of the typical left wing newspaper, this
bbqoﬂmadewuoppodﬁontonwpoﬁdu
of our government at present.

The writers of the Standard are varying, and as
such it lacks a key personality, just like Labour
(apologies). This probably makes it a little
more honest; although its pro Labour/Union
agenda is clear. Good points, but on the whole
a little sterile — no decent inside government
leaks makes it hard to compete with the right
wing equivalents.

THE DAILY BLOG

If we needed a response to Slater (we
shouldn’t), then Martin Bradbury's The Daily
Blog is it. Responsible for the international
story that cemented in the mind of the world
that we have more perversicns than just fuck-
ing sheep, Bradbury demonstrates that the left
can play dirty too. With a failed foray into the

Wrhule scmetimes a little lacking in decent anal-
ysis, this blog contains a decent rundown on
the inside pelitical manceuvrings to the left of
the spectrum — for the few who actually care.

This guide is by no means comprehensive, but
covers the largest of New Zealand's political
blogs. In thus pest-Campbell era of New Zea-
land reporting, expect to see them featuring
mere frequently in pelitical discourse. Much
of the cniiasm here has been undoubtedly
scathing, but we always have a tendency to-
wards nostalgia of the past, with a view of con-
tempt for the future.

In many ways the emergence of peliticus hack-
lus falsatius 1s just a newer form of the fourth
estate, which has always had a certain degree
of sycophancy — sprinkled — with rare flash-
ings of courage.

While the emergence of blogging has allowed
for cafferent people, from different ideclogies
to compete against the well established tradi-
tional media, it too is far from being a haven
of input from the broader community. Much of
the problem is that the internet is beginning
to be dominated by a vocal few that wish to
propagandise the majority towards their par-
ticular sect. Fortunately, the ease of access to
this smorgasbord of views means that they can
be easily compared and charlatans revealed.

As per usual, all it takes is a little effort.

E—
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF AN

AUSA
PECIAL GENERAL
S MEETING

MONDAY 20-JULY 205
AT 1200 PM IN THE STUDENT UNION QUAD

The SGM has been called to consider the following motion:

CHAIR
THAT the following Constitutional amendments be adopted:

Matmk2(i)beamwby.anumdeﬁnnbno(wmw’.dyeﬁngme
phrase “a Female member of the Association”, and inserting the phrase “a member
of the Association who identifies as female”in its place

That rule 2(i)beamenaedbyddetiqg'orta_kabapu‘and inserting: “takataapui, or
thkﬂi)umwwmmm.anumdeﬁnmuﬁuua!wngjme
phrase “Intemnational Student” shall mean 'Anyper_sonuvolledas:an m'{emauonal
student of the University in accordance with the University’s regulations.

nutmkzsbeawwmmmmm'mm:gmm
“Winter” in its place.

That rule 27 (w)(b) be amended by deleting the phrase “Cultural Affairs” and
inserting the phrase “Culture and Arts”in its place

That rule 27 {iw)(d) be deleted, deleting the “International Affairs Officer”

Thatmle27(iv)(e)beamendedbyddeﬁr¢aﬂmMparumandinsem'ng
the phrase “(who shall be either: (a) an interational student, or {b) a student born
mmmwmmmmmaammm
Zealand was a resident of 2 country otherthan New Zealand)”
nmmznwxpuawmmmwnmw
That rule 27 (w) (i) be Deleted, deleting the “Sports ik
That rule 27 (w)(k) be amended iby deleting

“That rule 27(w) be amended by &

That rule 43 (vii) be deleted .
That rule 43 (ix) be deleted

That rule 43 be amended by inserting & new sub1ule, after 43 (xii), reading “The
Political Engagement Officer shall be responsible 1o the Executive for promoting the
engagement of members with all matters that concern the Association connected to
domestic and international political affairs”

That Rule 1 of the Second Schedule to the Constitution be amended by inserting a
new sub-rule that reads “That in the case of the International Students’ Officer, they
shall also be an intemational student’

That rule 5 (i) of the Second Schedule to the Constitution be amended by deleting
“and a separate roll of the female members”

That rule 5 (ii) of the Second Schedule to the Constitution be amended by deleting
the word ‘each’ and inserting the word ‘such’ in its place

That relevant paragraphs be re-enumerated accordingly,
That the content of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution be deleted.

- Association Secretary
SERVING STUDENTS
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Street
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In accordance with the Auckland University Students’ Associatio
Constitution, nomination is open to currently enrolled students o
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and any other required information, to the Returning Officer no late
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invalid.
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81 MATTHEW DENTON

while to get to this stage, but my taste

buds and brain have now wired itself
to crave a barista coffee each day. Part of it
might be that all my other friends are addict-
ed, whilst the other part might be lack of en-
ergy to stay awake in any of my classes. It's
an expensive habit that I barely manage to
cover, but my desire for it has deterred me
from entering the world of instant coffee.

lm NOW R COFTEE-A-DAY DRINKER. Ir Toox s

However, I feel I should say the word cof-
fee loosely. When coffee is mentioned,
thoughts spring to mind of either the dark
brown espresso shot or a light brown flat
white. This is what all my friends drink —
‘real coffee’. I don't drink this. I drink a
mochaccino. It's the coffee equivalent of
the trying-to-be-cool uncle at the party,
dropping all the cool new lingo in front of
you, but doesn’t quite get it. People smirk
at this uncle and entertain him, but don't
take him seriously. This is the life of a mo-
cha drinker. We are judged, ridiculed and
embarrassed.

There are the passive aggressive com-
ments of “How's your hot chocolate?” or
“Omg mochas were just so great when I
was 141" (Side note:You drank coffee at 14,
who are you?!). There are the raised eye-
brows at seeing a grown-ass man dropping

e

|
|
|

LIFESTYLE

marshmallows into his mug, as well as the
scoffs when you comment the milk is burnt,
because you clearly can’t be a coffee ex-
pert if you need chocolate and marshmal-
lows to finish your drink. It doesn’t help ei-
ther that mochas are more expensive than
your average flat white.

I have tried to move away from mochas. I
drank cappuccinos for a while when one
of my catch-up coffee spots with someone
didn’t make mochas (probably to make it
more exclusive to true coffee snobs). But
the taste always fell flat and I craved that
extra chocolatey goodness. People tell me
to persevere with the drinks, as you will
(slowly) become acquainted with the taste.
They say think in the long term and you can
join the cool kids coffee club.

| As fun as scrutinizing other people’s

“THIS IS THE LIFE OF
A MOCHA DRINKER.
WE ARE JUDGED,
RIDICULED AND
EMBARRASSED.”

drinks sound, why should I spend
months spending money on something I
don’t like when I enjoy the taste of my
current drink? Surely the annoyance of
stomaching something you don’t like
is worse than enjoying scmething that
some other people belittle. Maybe
I'll slowly change, but for ncw I'll take
the slight embarrassment of drinking
something I like, rather than put up with
something [ don’t.

EDEN NOODLES

BY CAPTAIN BACCN AND SERGEANT SPINACH

warning, but this is yours, to be con-

sulted and noted next time you're in
the mood for cheap eats to put a fire in your
belly. Donunion Road's Eden Noodles is the
kind of restaurant where the tables are al-
Ways slightly sticky, you have to grab your
Own utensils, and you make sure you pee
Petoxe You go because the toilet situation
1s a bit sketchy, but which somehow also
Mmanages to continuously have a line that
extends out the door and onto the street.

Ir's NOT OFTEN THAT DINNER COMES WITH A

Ed_en Noodles is your purveyor of choice for
Chinese food in the Sichuan style. We're no
€xperts, and Sichuan to us basically means
that Ny use lots of fiery, peppery Sichuan
CM.PGPPGH that collude to make the food
delicious and make this place aterrible-first
date destination. This isn't your food-hall or
Corners-hop Chinese. It is so much better.

::“: fenu is long and dominated by noo-
%: hand-pulled (the best, don't miss the
= variety), kumara, hot, cold, in soup,
= Veges. Grab a bowl or two to share and
P and slurp your way into numb-lipped,
"bellied €cstasy. Beware the spice lev-

el; we've only ever ventured so far as me-
dium and it packed a punch. For the less
spice-tolerant amongst us, the meat + nice
options are hot and tasty, but scmewhat less
exciting. Also not to be mussed is the “veg-
etable in spicy/garlic/ginger/sweet + sour
sauce - go for cucumber and you'll never
look back.The dumplings are also te die {or.
Better than Barilla, better than New Flavour.
Spicy, slick with oil, and utterly delicious,
these will melt in your mouth and leave you

“SICHUAN TO US
BASICALLY MEANS
THAT THEY USE LOTS OF
FIERY, PEPPERY SICHUAN
CHILLI PEPPERS THAT
COLLUDE TO MAKE THE
FOOD DELICIOUS AND
MAKE THIS PLACE A
TERRIBLE-FIRST DATE
DESTINATION.

wanting to come back again the next day.

pling coma.

cokxing dish

Id, slathered

but niddled with

had us fearing

lets. The menu is

3 dishes and vegetables
In general, also be warned that the meat
content is much higher on the menu than it
is in the food. For the diehard carnivores out

vegetarian

| there, this may be a problem, but trust us,
| this is not what you're there for.

What you're at Eden Noodles for is un-
doubtedly that addictive spice, the bee-
stung lips and tongue that come from your
20 minutes in heaven. Arrive early, queue
at the door, pay at the counter, and be out
with 45 minutes. This place ain't flash, but
it'll il your belly, unite you and yours as you
bathe in your fiery gluttony, and no one will
bat an eye if you talk too loudly about your
awkward sexual encounter/lunatic mother/
dodgy neighbour. Plus, it's cheap. We went
with four people (which was good because
there aren't any tables for more than that)
and left full, happy and only $13.75 poorer.
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PICKING UP THE PITCHFORK

EY CATUR AR

RACCTN EES BIIN ACCTUSID OF BONG — OR
prased for bemng. depending on who
has said &t - 2 bit of 2 communist rag. This is
mmswpnsng, as what kand of seli-respectng

Young Nat would be canght dead doing houwrs |
of work for fee? The ennching of ones CVis |

amractve, of course, but hardly worth having
1o spend so much tme mteractng with 2 team

soczhsts — or Lindaner sociabsts, more yeals- |

ncaly | unk s navoral for student magaznes
1 Jezn 1o the lek, but [ 2m frequently worned
sboxt axytung ] wmte coming acyoss 100
preachy. The socal justice warnior trope has @
tme and g place, but | Gunk 1t can be an alien-
2ung approach at tmes. Kecently, ] have been
Szzimng 2 ot 2bowt bemg an etucal viewer
and kstener Some arusis have done morally
cbjectionzhie fungs, but the art they create is
oot in tsel morzlly objectionabile. Some artists
create reprehensible an, but they themseives
have never comrmned any cimes (10 the pub-
Le's kmowiedge). The last thing | would want 10
Go is ram my opimion down readers’ throats as

to what ant they should be consuming, butIdo |
trury the way 1o whuch we decide which artists

hould be condemned, and which should be
let off the hook, is concerning,

Trere are a distarbing mumber of artists who
have commtied crimes, particularly d .
MMMWmMWm
crimes is widely available, in a number of cases
the public seems 10 exther not know about it or
have conveniently forgotten. Feople are ofien
surprised when I tell them that Sean Penn, laud-
«"“MMM“ y s

4ad (e Hait eutiquake, was chasged with
2 felony domestic assault in 1983 against his

24 o 558 $13 Craccum..

But most of people wouldn't have any qualms
over watching Milk, Fast Times At Ridgemont
High or Mystic River, would they? Perhaps this
is a case of viewers not being informed of the
seem to demonstrate a similar compartmental-
ising of artist and art with Roman Polanski, who
pled guilty to engaging in unlawful sexual in-
tercourse —a plea bargain made in order to dis-
miss fve more serious charges relating to his
sexual abuse of a 13-year-old girl-in 1977, fled
| the United States and has remained a fugitive
ever since. Yet he is known as one of the most
infinential directors in the world - he has been
| awarded the César Award, the French national
£im award, for Best Director four times (three
of them post-1877) and his 2002 film The Pia-
nist won three Academy Awards. When he was
| amested on the outstanding charges in Swit- |
zeriand in 20089, 138 people in the film industry |
signed 2 petiion demanding his immediate |

release, including Martin Scorsese, Wes Ander-

son and - grotesquely ~Woody Allen. The latter |
has also been plagued by controversy after he,

at age 56, left his long-term partner Mia Farrow
for bher 20-yeas-oid adopted daugher. This may

“THE ENRICHING OF ONE’S
CV IS ATTRACTIVE, OF
COURSE, BUT HARBLY

WORTH HAVING TO
SPEND S0 MUCH TIME

INTERACTING WITH A TEAM
OF MINORITY-LOVING, BA-
LEARNING CHAMPACHE

O o

REALISTICALLY.”

| and Joaquin Phoenix star in it,

be icky, but it is not illegal. However, Farromy
other daughter, Dylan, has maintaineq ey
tions since 1992 that he sexually abused b
as a 7-year-old. It is important to tread lighty
in the realm of allegations, but in the midst ¢
the custody battle between Farrow and Alle;
Judge Wilk found that the latter's behavior
towards Dylan was *‘grossly inappropriate ad
that measures must be taken to protect her".%
does this mean that it was hugely irresponsbie
for Allen to be awarded the Lifetime Achiew
ment Award at the 2014 Golden Globef
Should we be boycotting his ﬁlmstorethid‘
reasons?

The question comes down to whether anat
ist's actions should affect our choices 'h"
it comes to consuming their art. I lh“\"’
easy to say that we should enjoy !hw.'“:
isolation, and their crimes have noﬂﬂn‘:
do wath their capacity to create greatart
one would actually really like 10 see
Allen's new film Irrational Man = :“;’“; -
that peoF* |
itical W& |

pleasantly quirky. But I do think
~ myself included — can be ) opt® |
making these decisions- I think W‘W pe l
out of sight, out of mind approach- s l
create films or music about mur:::u ol ;
are frequently hauled over the Zﬂl‘" j

i ew
ture was banned from enterind N
ims 10
Demand, an organisation tha! w“'n
iolence, sexual €
sexual viole i ’“:o |
Demand, and many others: object |
D : 'exu K
ture's homophobic and promt o‘vﬂ’v ‘
since listening to his sond s o
i _wife. LYPC
illing his then-W
raps about killing gt po 1&"
out of your veins" in the sond
A Fuck” make me fee! equally -
ually acted out the
have actually i

5 |
fforts of
last year partially due 10 th o wd,: I
o E
xploitai®l o s |
ual denigration of women
- rent {
y V‘°’°E i |
I myself have been extrem K" 9 g ¢ |
“J wanna crush your skull’
¥
ther Eminem nos the memPe violen®® P‘::: ‘
25 %5 Tﬁ/ ‘




of rap, Nabokov's Lolita has been
a subject of censure and revul-
sion since its publication due
to the narrator's obsessive lust
for "nymphets”, specifically his
12-year-old stepdaughter. It was
panned by New Zealand Customs
in 1989. Decades later, in 2013, a
St Petersburg stage show based
on the novel was postponed for
months due to threats to those
involved in the production. The
producer was beaten up; “pe-
dophile” was painted across the
walls of the city's Nabokov mu-

seum.

1 am absolutely not saying that this
art is ethically okay either. I think
we do need to be hugely wary of
how films, music and art may be
contributing to troubling social
trends, particular a pervasive
rape culture. There is certainly an
argument to be made that free-
dom of speech is to be preserved
as much as possible, and that art
is actually the best forum to begin
discussions of these issues. But it
needs to be done in a considered,
deliberate way - Odd Future
seems to border on using refer-
encestorape for their shock value.

But my cuestion is more whether
it is acceptable for me as a con-
sumer to boycott and condemn
the artists whose art is reprehen-
sible, but continue to consume
the art of those who themselves
have actually committed crimes,
purely because what they have
created is more palatable? We
are constantly being told that we
as consumers have the power. [
seem to have subconsciously de-
veloped an ethical purchasing ap-
proach in which I pay for movies
and music of those artists who I
support, and download the prod-
ucts of those who I don't. As with
seemingly all things, we end in a
grey area. Is my moral compass
pointing due north at all times? It
is perhaps wildly presumptucus
of me to assume that I can make
a moral judgement on artists to
the extent that I feel justified in in-
fringing on their property rights.
I'm not advocating that we pick
up our pitchforks against anyone;
the important thing is to think and
be critical of what we're consum-
ing. There is much to be gained
in contributing to the discussion
— it isn't just us Lindauer socialists
who have a right to an opinion.

Level 2, Kate EdgerBuilding
09307 0555
aucklanduni@stores.statravel.co.nz

¢

.
Valued Opinions

Shape the
future of products
and services.

Take surveys, make a
difference and get rewarded.
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LEARNING T0 DRIVE

FILM REVIEW

GOOD FILM IS ONE THAT LEAVES YOU ASKING
Aquesu'ons. What was in John Travolta's

suitcase? How did the Joker get his scars?
Who ya gonna call? Learning to Drive posed
no such philosophical quandaries. It did, on
the other hand, raise a series of its own ques-
tions. Why, for example, did Ben Kingsley
(Oscar winning SIR Ben Kingsley) think that
doing this film was a good idea? And who
taught Patricia Clarkson how to cry? And
why weren’t they fired? And why is this film
a thing?

Patricia Clarkson is Wendy, a literary critic
who can't keep a hold of her husband. Her
daughter is learning how to become a farmer
in Vermont (because why not, ya know) and
Wendy decides to learn how to drive so she

can go visit her. Ben Kingsley is Darwan, an
Indian driving instructor preparing for the
arrival of his arranged wife. They meet, and
the stage is set for the most predictable film
of the year.

As is expected, car metaphors abound.
Forced, cringeworthy car metaphors. She
has a problem, she breaks down. She doesn't
wanttogodriving.ButDaxwanmkeshergo.
andsheendsupleamingavaluabledﬁving/
life lesson about patience and determination.
Unfortunately the dialogue is awkward (“He
wants the house? I am the house! Asking me
to leave the house is like asking me to leave
me!™), the editing clunky (Wendy stands and
sits three times in a sentence), and the con-
stant dream sequences dull and disruptive.
Touseaﬁm:yca.rmetaphorofnwown.me
film never gets past first gear.

problems. Darwan is a political refugee, but
this point is merely touched upon. Wendy'’s
daughter’s boy trouble occupies a good ten
minutes of screen time, while Darwan'’s new
wife struggles to adapt to a culture into which
she has been forced against her will for about
thirty seconds.

Learning to Drive has an immense amount
of feel-good potential and if all you want
is to switch off and smile, it's perfect. But
the calibre of the two lead actors suggests
something deeper, with the potential to de-
liver a touching and relevant commentary
on mid-life crises and racism, which it just
dcesn’t.

And please, for the love of God, someone
teach Patricia Clarkson how to cTy-

The film has a serious case of the first world | REVIEW 3T MARK FULLESTON

TED 2

FILM REVIEW

ED 2 IS THE LATEST BRAINCHILD OF Sere Mac-

Farlane. A sick, crude and deranged
child - but what else do you expect from the
creator of Family Guy and American Dad?

This is a story about an all-living, all-talkong
teddy bear named Ted (voiced by Seth Mac-

Farlane) his human wife Tami-Lynn (Jessica |

Barth), and his best friend John Bennett (Mark
Wahlberg). As the odd couple tries for adop-
tion, they run into legal battles as Ted fights
for a human right alongside their pop-cultur-
ally unaware attorney Sam Jackson (Amanda
Seyfried). This topic naturally addresses the
question of what makes someone a human.
Emotions? Friends? A last name? However
the film did not answer the question - and
came across as overly preachy at times.

1 love Seth MacFarlane. I love Family Guy. But
by the half an hour mark you could tell Mac-
Farlane is running out of ideas. You could call
the references to popular recycled Internet
memes an homage, but literally reusing jokes
from Family Guy gags is simply indolent. This
included Samuel L. Jackson as the ‘black guy",
unfortunate accidents at the sperm bank (this

| was also used in American Dad), Ted per-

forming the same sultry renditicn of Billy Ve-
ra’s “At This Moment” that Brian also did in
an episcde of Family Guy in the same setting
- and that's just the start of the list.

There were a few shining moments in this
edition of The Best of Famuly Guy Vol. 2. With-
out giving too much away, the scene at the im-
prov Comedy Club was genuinely hilarious...
and that was about it. The plot was all over
the place and could have been splitinto three
separate stories, a few golden one-liners but
mostly misses, long and distracting awkward
tangents, oh and we get it, you smoke weed.
MacFarlane should stick to short sketches;
feature length films are not his forté.

This was silly, pointless, and self-indulgent. A
bit cringey? Yes. Did I laugh throughout? De-
batable. Is this worth rushing to the theatres
for? I would wait for it to come on TV so you and
your family can awkwardly sit through watch-
ing a teddy bear smoke weed from a dick-
shaped bong. Ted 2is for those who have never
watched an episode of Family Guy, never heard
of Seth MacFarlane, and wouldn't mind enter-
taining the idea of hunky Marky Mark hanging
out with a cute but crass teddy bear.

REVIEW BY TONY SRIAMPORN-ROBERTS
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student who thinks they're too old for
'bds'maﬁesnenouﬂymedstogetoﬁmeix
mghm.ndgoandneelmideOuLBven
though it's animated, this film is far from ju-
venile. It will make you laugh and cry, and 1
gnmeemmwﬂlbebeneriawit_leven
know a guy who claims he had an epiphany
while watching it.

The movie mainly takes place inside Riley’s
head. She's the main character and we're
with her right from birth. Inside her head
are five characters: Joy, Sadness, Fear, An-
ger and Disgust. They have a control panel
and essentially control Riley's behaviour.
How Riley reacts to a situation depends on
which of these five characters is sitting at
the control panel. Basically Inside Out per-
sonifies emotions and Pixar has done this
incredibly well.

The film jumps between the outside world
and the world inside Riley's head. It's an
interesting examination of the relationship
between our perception of the world and
our behaviour in certain situations. After a
sudden change in Riley's life, Joy and Sad-
ness have to leave Headquarters to retrieve
a certain memory that's lost in Riley’s mind.
Suddenly she can't respond with joy or sad-
ness to anything. She becomes irrational,
scared and short-tempered. Her family and
friends don't know what's come over her,
and can't understand her uncharacteristic
behaviour. Riley becomes isolated because
she can't feel the appropriate emotion in
response to a situation. Who said this was
just a film for kids? While being a funny film,
Inside Out also emphasises the importance
of different emotions. As much as Joy wish-
es she could control Riley all the time, she
eventually understands that Sadness, Anger
and all the others also have an important
role to play. These are valid emotions, with a
time and place to be experienced. A combi-
nation of all the emotions eventually leads to

aricher experience of life,

As well as being insightful, Inside oy
witty in a way that animated films ofe;
Joy and Sadness catch the Train of 7y
which is unpredictable and often g,
travelling down completely unin
paths. They journey into Conscien
prison where the ‘bad guys’ are take;
witness the memory-removal team ¢l
out Riley's long-term memory, hoover
unused memories (including presid
the United States). It's a fascinating ané
journey into the human mind.

Of course there are laughs and cutec
ters; it's still a Pixar film after all. Riley’s
fluffy, pink imaginary friend will de!
keep the kids happy, while adults mj
more amused by the brief visits we g
Mum and Dad’s heads. Inside Out s
poignant and definitely a must-seé oft

idays.
BT |

e

REVIEW BY HANNAH BERGIN

WE ARE FOR THE WILD PLACES
ALBUM REVEW

M ¥ LASTING MEMORY OF SOLO ARTIST DAvVE
Baxter, known by the world as Ava-
w City, was when he performed on a
tiny stage in Kingsland for Music in Parks a
couple of years ago. | thought Baxter's de-
but album Our New Life Above The Ground
?ns cute, but | practically gave up on be-
mg.a fan. The majority of the track list was
a bit too soft and low-key, which can onl

last for s0 long in the growing world of 4
music. Nonetheless, it was a lazy lum!;:p
§ay. so I sported a fan Persona, had a nj .
time at the gig, and then moved on. ,'ll'l:i:
hype-lhat—qmckly-diel

of Avalanche City's
the Wild Places. However, | think I've bee
n

\ 38  Issue #13 Craccum,
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proven wrong.

Baxter has come out of nowhere and shaken
gp the New Zealand music charts, My ques-
tion is ~ where has all this hype come from?
Maybe it was the sneaky performance slot
he scored on the X Factor as a classic promo
method. Maybe it's the generic yet gentle
contemporary pop hooks of the album’s sin-
gle “Inside Out” that has enchanted main-
stream radio. Either way, fans are thrilled at
the sound of new content,

_Bemg a Ptetentious over-evaluative music
ng el hke to predict career Paths by way
coz.npanson. 8o I'll save you the trouble

. jculation #*
is sung with a strong articuld

ied tone. Combined with 3 mix of :
instrument use, each track pw‘;"o;dm
ing punch. Some are subtle, ung g
precious nature of Avalanche iy

punch nonetheless.

[
Baxter has created a gamé Ch"‘:: :b'
life of Avalanche City. Long 9°*° o
of lightweight guitar str po
phones that sounded just f°°m‘
gone are the days of track lmi" s ]
past your ear, as if each IO!\.Q e ¢
fill-in used to liven the hit sind'®
the attention. Baxter has fO““d
el of creative confidence; &" |
us with some brand new “‘: brokt
to grasp more than pored 8%
teenagers at Music in Parks:

REVIEW BY DANA TEVENBURS
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TRUE DETECTIVE (SEASON 2)

TELEVISION REVIEW

N A REVIEW OF AN ANTHOLOGY SERIES — IDEALLY
I— one shouldn't look to previous or subse-
quent seasons as Comparison. Each should
be its own standalone gem (or pebble) up for
inspection. This is how I came to the sopho-
more season of Nic Pizzolatto's True Detective
(I'm purposely labeling it Pizzolatto's but we'll
get to that later). I tried my hardest to disso-
ciate myself of all the notions, the criticisms
and praise, I had of that quite glorious debut
season. I failed. I did more than fail even, it
actually amplified all of the flaws I saw in the
first season and made me somewhat dislike
it. The lazy philosophising seemed more lazy,
the ill-conceived female characters became
more prominent and the author's ego be-
came unbearably insufferable. If Pizzolatto's
wish was to become the auteur figure, then it

is to him only that I have my gripes.

We of course are only three episodes in, but
this season already stinks of the stale tropes
we were introduced to in the first season.
Rust Cohle and Martin Hart (Matthew McCo-
naughey and Woody Harrelson) worked well
only because there were two of them. Each
laden with their own personal downfalls and
drama, they played off of each other well
because Rust seemed to think too much and
Marty seemed to think too little. A synergy. For
a humorous quip or doubtful grunt to diffuse
it. It came close to, but never reached, a level
of stifling gratuity. To say the least I was dis-
appointed with the finale of that season and
after watching these first few episcdes I feel
justified and have a sense of clarity as to why
Pizzolatto loves the sound of his own voice.

It's the reason why last season ended with

h S
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that pseudo-philosophical Nietzsche-lite™
resolution to the Rust-Hart dialectic. It's that

| same bullshit that The Da Vinci Code and

I fucking love science does, makes Middle
America think they're smart by serving them
watered down click-bait. It's condescending
as hell, and it only shows how highly Pizzolat-
to thinks of himself not only as a writer but as
an "intellectual”. If all you can do is work off
of references and tropes then I'm sorry mat-
ey but you aren't much of a thinker! Case in
point, Rachel McAdam's character is named
Ani, short for Antigone, with a sister who is a
sex worker named Athena. Okay... if that isn't
heavy handed then I don't know what is. I'm
going to continue watching it, but only be-
cause I fear I'll tire of The Honourable Woman
if I watch it a sixth time (that's a low key plug
to watch the greatest television series EVER
MADE) (do it).

REVIEW BT CAMERON AH LOO-MATAMUA

-

BROAD CITY

TELEVISION REVIEW

wtu;u PARKS AND RECREATION CAME TO AN
emotional end earlier this year, the
:f)lence of Female friendships, general pos-
m"“Y. and ridiculous antics left an Amy-Poe-
d::‘;\\&ped hole in my heart. What was I to
= ‘thout Leslie Knope raining compliments
wn on Ann Perkins at every available op-
Portunity?  Without wonderful characters,

S ——

who genuinely cared for each other, bult
each other up, and shared breakfast food
whenever the chance presented itself?

| Fortunately, another show exists that began

to fill such a hole - Broad City, created by
Ilana Glazer and Abbi Jacobson (and funnily
enough, executive-produced by Amy Poehler
herself). Broad City follows the outlandish
antics of two best friends, also named Abbi
and llana, and their day-to-day lives as young
women hving in New York City, navigating
the trying experiences of romance, pursuing
your passion, and whether you can afford to
spend more than $12.99 on a bottle of wine.

Wisdom teeth removal, the struggles of filing
taxes, and severe seafood allergies are some
of the more comumonplace concerns that lla-
na and Abbi battle with. Yet a deep apprecia-
tion for Bed, Bath, and Beyond, a 1930s night-
club performer alter ego, and hallucinations
in the cereal section of a Whole Foods serve
to push this show into a realm that is entire-
ly more surreal (and often more ridiculous)
than most shows that track the lives of young
people finding their way in the big city.

But the clincher in Bread City’s pre-eminence
1s the value that it places on platonic female
friendships. These relatonships are never
central enough in the shows we see on our

City has lady love at the

screens, but Sroad
forefront of beth its comedic moments and
its more pcignant scenes. Abbi and ana
seem to have figured out beyond
the knowledge that they can wholehearted-
ly count on their best friend, a certainty that
1s proven beyend a doubt in the season one
finale as Abbi carmes a very off-color llana
out of a restaurant in her arms (in a pose that
resembles Michelangelo's Preta in no small

measure).

Broad City manages a perfect union between
the relatable and the outrageous, and Jacob-
son and Glazer are crushing it. The uninhib-
ited Ilana and the more reserved (yet equal-
ly as offbeat) Abbi are #friendshipgoals,
and the love between these two women will
have you embracing the urge to call all your
friends “Queen” in the wake of watching just
a handful of episodes.

REVIEW BY SAMANTHA GIANOTTI
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PUTTING A PRICE ON ART
AKTS COMMENT

£33 WIL, AGKIN, START I TEL Be1.ovED CRe- |
ative Jazz Club, watching my old lectur- |
ers go HAM at a gig, gracing the audience
with some sick as tunes, all for $5. Days later,
scoping the internet, having recovered from
said jams, | see that Madonna and AC/DC
are coming to NZ. That’s all fne and dandy, ]
love 2 bit of “Papa Don't Preach”™ and all that
malarky. But then | come to what the artists
deem their fnancial worth to be, also known
as... ickets. Madonna'’s maximum was rough-
ly $450NZD, whilst AC/DC tickets were still a
hefty $170NZD.

Now, imagine if we were to base their finan-
cial worth on the same set of criteria on which
we base the monetary value of visual art. The

context of the art. So, the value of one's life:

Madonna had a Papa that preached, and she'd
been losing some sleep due to that. Fine. AC/
' DC just did many drugs, tried to deal some
| (and failed), and sounded really fucking loud
and brash. Also fine (what wasn't fine was that
1 used the word brash... just reminds me of
| Don Brash... Then I get all hot and bothered).

Next on ye olde checklist would be what era
they grew up in. Both roughly the 70s and 80s
(AC/DC is a tad older). Nothing too amazing.
Tweed jackets, Knight Rider and Samurai Cop.
Luck is also a huge factor in visual art, almost
like bidding (roughly of course, I am not a
painter salesman's arsehole) ahead of the
game. A rich producer probably saw Madon-
na out of the blue and made a gut decision to
fund her. And the Lord knows that Madonna
just keeps on going (not “Like A Virgin”, but
more like an old crippled slug). AC/DC prob-
ably caved the heads in of a few producers
until one got the hint and gave them some
money (the Young brothers are actually my

heroes, just putting it out there in g, “

Finally, the most important factor ofyg
people deem the price to be in relatiog :
above three points (materials used mr'
don’t really count for music as much ag &
for visual art). So, it ends up being that gy,
the curators. We deem the price, Inmyp,
as wonderful as Madonna is (was) ang}
epic AC/DC are (were), I think they havey
bled in their evaluation of their prestigex
cent years. The fact that, bitch, she is M
na, is not really making a mark on me. A
Phil Rudd is dealing some meth, surely{
can be AC/DC's primary source of incx
and they can bring the tickets down? C(
$5 as a member. They're all just as talex
(I'm quite PC here, they are fuckloads m
talented). So maybe, we all need to sacnf
goat to the Ticket Gods, and hope supers:
get their shit together.

COMMENT BY LEWIS WHEATLEY

CANE

HER STORY

VIEL CAME REVEW

use.monlyredmncnonumewm'

Mwmmeboznmmumu.

QZoMQllzw

skills and the database's search function you
must dive into the archives of this long forgot-
ten murder case, piecing together fragments
o!tapgdimuvieminneuchoﬂhe truth. The
game is simply searching for words or phras-
o and the database returns videos contain-
ing those words. It's like a Jigsaw puzzle, but
You can only gather Pieces about the ones

you already have Slow}
: . y but surely, a A
Plete picture is crafted. i

H

(:.: S;:Z cutujy gives you the corner Pieces

Mo. initial four videos contain enough
TIMation o set you op at least one path, For

good. For me it was when the woma? &
something softly to herself (had the '“b':
off so I had to lean into the speakers®
it) which, when 1 searched the key
most immediately solved the mystery

¢
That being said, this game i Mwhﬂ
took me a few hours to complete: B u
also be needlessly long. The oyl
roll if you've discovered and wat 18
hundred or so videos. It really d“q‘:’g
that many videos to find out what's o]
and video collecting can be a t¢4°
you're looking to finish the gamé:

I
However, the two or three hour® Mw
getting lost in this mystery, foll o
and piecing together videos: w g‘m,i
the most fun I've had playind o
while. It's amazing how much joY L ¥
from the confines of a stale, 0l p ¥
base. A true testament to Sam Barlo¥
as a storyteller.

REVIEW BY MICKAEL CLARK



ENING WITH
ﬂHEUVKI MURAKAMI

U MATTHS TEAR, A€ OF THE WORLD'S MOST ELUSIVE AND ENIGMATIC
ITERARY GENIUSES GRACED OUR SHORES FIR AN EVENING OF CONVER-
SATION AT THE AUTEA CENTRE FOR THE WRITER'S FESTIVAL 2.

‘M MOMENTS AWAY FROM GETTING THE RARE

chance to see a self-professed “hermit” of
the literary universe emerge from the shad-
ows. He doesn’t appear in public often; in fact
he once took 18 years off before, out of the
blue, turning up at a literary festival in Kyoto.
So as I take my seat, I have to say I am left
feeling a bit daunted. We are asked to retire
our tech to our pockets and immerse our-
selves for the hour; to engage, to be present.
It begins as any other lecture or conversation
with a literary celebrity would: a simple ex-
change of questions and answers between
Murakami and U.S. author and literary crit-
ic, John Freeman. The mood quickly turns to
gentle banter, to quaint humour, and eventu-
ally, I am laughing in concert at Murakami's
bizarre responses (predictable) to John's
Probing questions. Whether as a best-selling
author, or a Japanese dude who likes tofu and
donuts, it is difficult to describe Murakami in
words, partly because he is someone who is
80 damned good with words to begin with. So
I'have compiled a few pithy thoughts from the
évening with more extensive elaboration.

1€ KNOWS . '
SNG DR, 10U DON'T KNOW WHAT’S

Murakami is quirky, but that's what we love
‘bOlfl him. For newcomers, orienting yourself
#thin Murakami's work can be disorienting
ind difficult to navigate. In some ways, this
s what characterises him and sets him apart
fom the Pack. For example, he rarely (if
¥ver) provides concrete answers in his work,
:;"‘L:’dv who reads Murakami will attest
— ¥ he presents a set of puzzles which
g cte::. ln novel ways, allowing the reader
ot mm: his or her own resolutions. 1 highly
g nd Kalka‘ on the Shore on this point,
gen:na introduction to Murakami's style in

1al, Reading Murakami can be a strug-

e ———

COMMENT

gle (itis for me!) but it doesn't have to be.Part | “I just like cats”, chuckling with polite naive-
of the fun is getting lost, forging on and hold- | ty. That's it: cats are cats. So even though his
ing on for the ride. literature is bizarre by common standards,
you get that strangely comforting feeling
that even Murakami wouldn't be able to pass

SOMETIMES, HE DOESN'T KNOW WHAT'S | schotarstip Engtisn.
GOING ON EITHER.

organic, fluid and unplanned. And this isn't AM
just unsubstantiated rhetoric. For example,
when writing his latest, Colourless Tsukuru | I'll finish with a story, one which Muraka-
Tazaki and his Years of Pilgrimage, the origi- | mi fans will know well. At 29 years of age,
nal “plan” was for it to be a short story. But | Murakami was supperting hus favourite base-
as characters “made their own decisions”, | ball team, Yakult Swallows, against the star
things went awry and it turned into 380-page | team, Hiroshima Carp. At the moment Dave
book. We know this wandering of loose links | Hilton batted a double, it clicked: ] can write,
comes part and parcel with Murakami's final | he thought. What ensued was a battle be-
product, but it’s interesting to note it forms | tween two forces: the desire to write, and the
part of the writing process tco. (in)ability to write. So Murakami remains fas-
cinated with the cne who never comes cut on
| top.whois teld they are nothing and that they
HE ls mnmnm‘ GRMY. are worthless. A young lady in the audience
| that mght asked what tips he might have for
You'd expect an author as big as Muraka- A young writers starting out, to which ke wisely
mi to give elaborate answers to questions, , respcnded that he could cnly recount super-
well-considered, erudite responses whuch = fcal anecdotes and expernences, and that
reinforce the well-deserved honours gar- = would be a waste of our ime. Though he did
nered upon him. Murakami's fame may be | say this: being a wniter i3 tough... but if you
extraordinary but as a person, he is deaxd- | love it and vou're alright at it, you've gotta do
edly ordinary. And I mean that in the kindest ' it. And I'm inclined tc say that's the best ad-
possible way. In a world where promotion ' wice for any wniter.
and sales numbers determine how great your
work is, he is a breath of fresh air. When asked
by a member of the audience what spintual |
meaning cats have in his books, he replies: |

“A YOUNG LADY IN THE AUDIENCE THAT
NIGHT ASKED WHAT TIPS HE MIGHT HAVE FOR
YOUNG WRITERS STARTING OUT, T0 WHICH
HE WISELY RESPONDED THAT HE COULD ONLY
RECOUNT SUPERFICIAL ANECDOTES AND
EXPERIENCES, AND THAT WOULD BE A WASTE

OF OUR TIME.

COMMENT 3Y CLARK TIPENE
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ummrmmﬂum‘t

the overwhelming sti-

EL LOT OF &
easy. There is : :
dent debt, the insane rent prices In |

| it t0 watC

Auckland, and the shockingly high unem-
gtudents once they gradue-
ate. Our degrees arent nearly worth as much
as they once were and this is a major problem
for every student. But Jets face it, there are
a ot of problems that us university students
have that are classic frst world problems.
meybo:he:ussomuchandsomanyo!us
complain about them, but in the scheme of
hings they are rather ridiculous. Here are 2
selection of some classics.

m THERE AREN'T ENOUGH PLUGS I THE
LLECTURE FOR MY MACBOOK PRO SO |
cmmnm‘mbetax,mzsxsamxhe:
legitimate CONCEIn — aSSUMING you are using
your laptop stnctly for Unuversity purposes.
This is however a st world problem in the
se:.setha:yaams:illhszen.takemtesand
actually do the course without your laptop.
There is still the classic pen and paper so Cit-
ing a low laptop battery as your reason not 1o
go to class is pretty £rst worid of you.

ployment rate for

First world problem rating: 3/10

g mq.ammumusm
« AKD | CAK'T BE BOTHERED WALKING T0
HIIUTWI. Munchy Mart is a pretty sad,
smelly place. Most of the food is overpriced,
and what is cheap probably isn't food. De-
spite this, everyone will shop from them and
brace a long queue instead of talang a § mun-
ute walk to Countdown where they could get
the same food for half the price. But hills and
lazness win out, and Munchy Mart still exists.

First world problem rating: €/10

THE SLOW INTERMET IN MY
B.STMKMMHM&

this is immediately first world because prob- |

lems about internet and Facebooking pale in
comparison to sickness and starvation. But it
gets particularly first world when you can't
access Facebook in a room when you're sup-
posed to be learning and getting educated.

First world problem rating: 7/10

7 1‘% SLOW INTERNET IN MY LECTURE IS

X PPING ME STREAMING MY FAYOURITE
. University is a place which is sup-

posed to enhance education, expands knowl-

edgeand actasa setting to critique society,

44 « Issue #13 Craccum.

One way to do thatis through the internet a?nd
the many sources it brings. Instead of using
the internet to do this, people decide to use
h Game of Thrones or Orange is the
New Black for free. But oh no, the internet ser-
vice made to help research doesn't allow for
HD screenings Or uninterrupted viewings,
life is so tragic. Maybe just watch it at home
instead?

First world problem rating: 1.5/10

THE HILLS MAKE IT HARD FOR ME T0 WEAR
B-m HEELS. Auckiand Uni is anything but
fat. There is the steady rise of Symonds Stto
the near vertical rises at Grafton Road, Albert
Park and to Law School. While the hills satis-
fy the cardio workout, it does limit the shoe
choice. So say goodbye to your fancy heels
and embrace the sneakers. Yes sneakers ar-
en*t as flash, but neither is twisting your ankle
or rolling down the hill.

First world problem rating: 8/10

“LET’S FAGEIT,

THERE ARE A LOT OF
PROBLEMS THAT IS
UNIVERSITY STUDEI TS
HAVE THAT ARE
CLASSIC FIRST \/ORLD
PROBLEMS.

A STRANGER IS SITTIN
5-“‘ LECTURE. There isnnoﬁt}xﬂx{grev!rfdemr

than in a largely unattended lecture filled
with free seats for some random to come
énd sit right next to you. It then poses many
1ssues: Do I move from my seat so that | have
é gap between us and not sit so unnecessar-
iy close to a stranger, but point out just how
awkward it was. Or do I sit 0 close to some-
one and feel like someone is in my (rather
la'xge) personal bubble. Compare this to the
high density places overseas and this seems

like such a trivial iss ;
ue, but still a very
first world problem. Y

First world problem rating: 8/10

| cause of sleep be ©

—
Y TUTORIAL S S gy

4-‘ri.als range from a group of | N
all sitting around in a meeting O

fectively sits 100, to a sma) tiny i |
5 but 20 people turn up and hagmmu‘*l
While the sizes all range, they au’:'"k
ed by how awkward they are, majnys
barely anyone talks. People sit mh&:
all their notes and highlighted reaw‘
sit around in silence. The point of oy
is for discussion on the topic, not for
sit there in the most arduous awkward ey
known to man. Do us a favour and talx.

First world problem rating: 8.5/10

MY LECTURER EXPECT
3. ihohics !

“Omg fml rn my lecturer talks about theri
ings in class like I know what it mearsk
don't and she is asking me question omig:
life is so avg”. What. You are at universty
do the work and get the degree. Thisinclz!
the readings. Readings are definitely shit!
since they are a part of uni life, it is rathers
pid to complain about something that is|
pected of you.

First world problem rating: 9/10

i | QAN’I G2 TO AN T1AH I.ECTIIHEEE
L ni WII.I. BE SLEEHNG. In whattew;:wm

be missing your 1lam lecture !
K? The odd time D¢
d make 5
people haw
yon'[e sleep

of doing an all-nighter woul
but consistently is lazy. Someé
work 12 hour days to live, but
all day and find that hard.

First world problem rating: 9.5/10

1,0 SUMMER HoLIDAY IS S0 L0 o
o BORED. university is the omY ¥
life you can get a 4-month holiday %
ular. Everyone else is busy Wobm‘g bt
the heat while you can gét 2 thir il
to chill and do whatever Yo! W“; oo?
plaining that you're bored initispo'®
world, but also pretty ridiculous: ewo!
that time to work, learn somelhﬂ.‘gwa’“ i
enjoy the holiday. It's great don

- .10/10
First world problem rating: 10/}

?
cumt

Want to write a Top 10 f0F G'éc o

matt@craccum.co.na for Mo’
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ACROSS
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PUZILES

ol S Lo
Winning team of the
Super 15

. All Blacks played in

which country for the
first time early in July?

. Which Kardashian

went through a serious
relationship break up

recently?

. Which icecream is the

new flavour of Whittak-
er’s chocolate?

. NZ Herald identified

which race as influ-
encing the Auckland
“overheated” property
market?

3. Capital of South Korea

. Country where over 37

pecple were killed ata
resort

. Last name of famous

singer who bared his
butt on instagram for
cver 2 million likes
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' Win your money llm

Simply purchase your textbooks at any of he
four University Bookshop stores gng
be in to win one of 25 chances o

GET THE GOST OF YOUR
TEXTBOOKS BACK!

It's easy: Lt
1. Purchase your textbooks befor
2. Complete the entry. form i
UBS staff memberen
receipt number.
Put the entry form in't

Hold on fo your receipt h

=l

Prizes drown on the 224 and 29" of July 2015 .
Winners will be nofified by phone and in store advertising

S0

ik
'See in store for de®?

UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP

dC
Kate Edger Information Commons, Cnr Symonds & Alfred Sts, Auckla” ;
Tel: 306 2700 Fax: 306 2701 Email: enquiries@ubsbooks.co.nz Find us?
Web: www.ubsbooks.co.nz

Open Mondoy fo Saturday or shop securely online 24/7 Face
www.facebook.com/UBSAKL
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