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Jl"ll'! TILLLLE )
|NInNs AND hours, that it was unfair. This was a lie, you get | drugs into Korea anally, either way. something

m" UF 0P an office. You get paid. You get massive mas- | insultingly slanderous) prphiss BT

a column. But it’s okay, he also wrote an un-

letters. Epic porn poetry in your honour.The | intelligible short story about a musician. You

EHE Tn Gu sive amounts of respect. Legions of fans. Love
odd legal threat. see the team found it funny because we know

NOWH

TORDAN e
ormING LEFT TO BE SATD: ! s each other. This magazine is written for twelve
one on for a little too long. My of- | This is my just over halfway report. How is | people.
gce was once vibrant, full of writers, | Craccum going? How good are we? How bril-
Leonardo and Craccum was my | liant? Well, we get told off for a Jack of pick | The point is this. I'm writing this well after I
pusy, | Was jumnists my little Italian slave | ups, so if you're reading this - hello! We also | should, and have very little to say, this looks
g giant marble nude. | got told off by last year's editors for bad | like about 300 words, hopefully Denton can fill

inpi away ata
s chippind “branding” (we changed the logo). Some of | the rest of the page. :}

bOYam the nude is done, displayed in some

But 'pagan palace, and the studio is cov- | my columnists are late. A lanky blonde col- |

Chﬂ’.‘i:u’t umnist ran off to South East Asia to pursue | ...woOpS just read it, about Taylor Swift, never
eredin : his passion for underage male prostitutes (or, | mind. Sorry about Craccum guys- Only 9 is-

if that’s problematic, and has no redeeming | suesto go.

ged? The holidays got in the way?
features (Christopher 2k18) then smuggled |

What chan ;
The job got to0 easy? The columnists real-
at home and Facebook

oarvan e e mtis | <ONRRY ABOIT CRACCUM GUYS. ONLY 9 ISSUES |

I could edit largely from home. You see they

keptlying about this job last year, they told me Tu Gu b b
it would be difficult, that it would take many &

" e e e

DENTON’S EDITORIAL

THE vaucmsv nF 'I‘_swu The song is effectively a three minute long | Secondly, the music video only adds to this
' bitch-fest of female betrayal. While I don’t con- | anti-ferninist notion of girl-on-girl anger. In
BY DENTON \ demn Swift for writing the song, I think she has | the video Tayler uses her army of model hot-
made a series of stumbles with her current sin- ' ties to take down enemy Selena Gomez. The
ruckiNG Love TAYLOR SwiFT. EVERY siNGLE | gle. Firstly, she should never have menticned | extravagant video is basically a glorified ac-
time she releases a new song, it becomes | that it was about a famous femnale artist. This ef- | tion mavie version cf a bitch fight, with girls
my anthem. Every. Single. Time. It's as if | fectively gave the song more money and fame | turning on other gixls, all the while looking
there is some sort of drug in her lyrics that | than it really deserved. The song itself is pretty | sexy as fuck (male gaze anyone?). The music
gets me hooked in a manner that barely any |- basic compared to some of the other more com- | _video itself is pretty underwhelming as the 16

other musician can do, which is all credit to |~ plex tunes on the album 1989, yet this nuggetof | famous females in her entourage had barely
her strength as a songwriter and singer. Out- | information sent the song to number cne cn the | any screen time. This effectively locks like
Tayler is name-dropping her famous friends

side of music, Swift has involved herself in | Billboard charts (and in New Zealand) and went

:;1:3 Ixi‘ro-social %rfitiatives such as contribut- | double platinum in America (that's over 1.5mil- | who suppert her in this feud against another

e ::2' :xht:?ues z=aging from develop- lion .sales alone). Plus, ever since she mentioned | female. Furthermore the only ‘cheering on’ '

ARG ik o] cl.u!d:f:n s hospnals.. Swﬂt thxs in October of last yefxr. there have beenmil- | of other wemen in this video is Taylor getting ‘

— noc:ut in sn.ppor.t of feminism, | lonsof Feople speculaxmgwho the pure-heart- = strenger in order to take down another girl

At soia as many a.mst.s have dc?ne. ed musician could be against. The final conclu- rather than take down the patriarchy or other
even speak out against it. She points | sion comes down to Katy Perry. Consequentlya = more senous issues.

:‘“:s:z;‘r:bk; standards ‘! emales have with | massive tabloid industry has developed around )
as famously said that: the feud, where over 4 million results come back | So while it's admirable that Taylor Swift has a "‘
"One thing I do Siliene oyt S - from googling Bad Blood Katy Perry'j'l'!us sup- spoken.out. proudly and prominently in sup- %= ’
order for ys (o have gender em‘_"‘sf is that in posed f_eu.d. a.lso distracts from the achxeven.\ents port of feminism and furthering the rights and ‘
stop ma king it a pija, equality we have to of pair, in particular the fact that Katy Perry s the | equality of women, it seems that “Bad Blood” * j }
being so interested in si ; and‘we ha_"e tostop | highestpaid female celebrity of 2015 (and high- is a step in the wrong direction. Perhaps her -:-l ,
each other down, i ::g girls trying to tear | est Paid celebrity outside the world of boxing | next single will help clear up this misstep. X i
"9 each other on, 45 i o To' e about cheer- | -animpressive feat for anyone). Therefore these = “i

y men’, ferinist values Taylor seems to stand for seem | P.s.You should all go read Just Feminist Things |‘
It's greqy having T shaky when publicly denouncing a famous fe- | this week for her view on a similar topic enti- Ol |

; g Taylor say this, especially | male singer promises increased revenue and | tled'Bad Feminists', whichis great. ¢

.‘"\Ce feminism
. Teally gets a

influgny; nd because she is a hugel

o et s povort | THEGE FEMINIST VALUES TAYLOR SEEM

the world, th, © millions of followers across s Tn STAND
i g s ot ove 1 vey 1o | EOR OFEM SHAKY WHEN PUBLICLY D

she fully put 'ha Significant effect. But has ENGUNC|NG A
‘lue:tionable Ose words into action? That's M AlE SINGER muM

“Bag and | think her recent single, FAM“US FE ISES INCREASED

Bad gy,
od"”
o 4 eves o oo o - | REVENUE AND MEDIA ATTENTION.”
-

d
€serves more support than | media attention.




NEWS

INTERVIEW WITH
JEREMY ELWOOD

, COMEDIAN KNOWN FROM 7
TN %lvllﬂ%jlm STARRING IN A COMEDY

SUCCESS BY STEPHEN SINGLA
r%“ é:AACLIEDTHE SEX FIEND, BRAINDEAD). JER-
EMY TOOK TIME OUT OF HIS BUSY SCHEDULE OF
SLEEPING TO CHAT WITH US.

IF JOHN KEY CAME UP TO YOU AND PULLED YOUR
HAIR, WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

“Depends how many security guards he has
with him", he said, laughing. “If it was just me
and him I'd certainly let him know about it. If
he was surrounded by security I'd probably
just tell him to stop™.

WORST EXPERIENCE DOING COMEDY?

He was on a cruise ship full of 55+ old peo-
ple, and they just weren't into him, and “then
of course when you're on a boat you sort of
stuck with those people for the next week,
you know you keep running into the ones you
died on your arse in front of, so that's a fun
experience”.

HAVE YOU EVER HAD A WANK WHILE W
YOURSELF ON TV? e

“No", he said, laughing.

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THIN
X-FACTOR, WHAT WOULD YoU DIGI'?m -

“Everything!"” Then he expanded, “it would

u
Linte sisterm” K

could shate !

8- 15501 1 Craccum.,

be nice if the winner had a chunk of a career

that lasted longer than 5 minutes™’.

GET RID OF ANY PERSON ON EARTH
W{vcn“uutlnun BE AND WHY?

He went for the head of ISIS, but said he had a
list and “I'd have Donald Trump on there but
for a comedian he's just too much value™.

BEST FLAT PARTY

His flat had a heavy metal themed party. One
of his flatmates worked in a supermarket and
they “managed to get an actual goat's head
on a stick outside the front-door™.

WORST THING THAT HAPPENED AT ONE OF YOUR
FLAT PARTIES?

“We had one where someone brought a keg
in and our floor couldn't handle it so the keg
ended sort of half way through the floor-
boards, which was a tough one to explain to
the landlord!”

KILL, SHAG, MARRY: DAI HENWOOD, PAUL EGO,
JOHN KEY'S DAUGHTER

“I'd probably marry Dai, which means I
would have to kill Paul ‘cause he'd get jeal-
ous. So I guess that leaves the third one for
John Key's daughter, although that's certainly
not on my bucket list”.

SUCCESS

h STAR ON THE INTERRATICHAL STAKD-UP CIR-
CUIT, CARL IS CORSIDERED THE BEST COMEDY ACT
T0 COME OUT OF NEW ZEALARD SIKCE FLIGHT CF

’Hg'; e thig Mgd'/ flawtess
H"ﬁfoofnl andd rreen it VVan
-'Mhtwua he lihe & me?j

tack of potats.
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AND BETRATAL FROM HS ERSTii gy
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(1AL GUEST WRITER JEREMY
Y

was 1aTE. NO TIME TO PLAN AN

outfit. It had to be cool and
breathable in the pit, but warm
enough to walk home in. 1
grabbed a t-shirt. Not enough,
forearms exposed. Added a
shirt, unbuttoned. I looked good.
I'd be the toast of the Year Ten
disco.

I met Jeremy. We argued about
arrival times. He wanted to be
unfashionably early. Not after
the effort I spent assembling my
ensemble. We got to Auckland's
best-named venue, Studio, the
Venue, with a half hour spare.

Nobody was onstage. The speak-
ers gently blasted out Run the
Jewels songs.Ifelt smug because
they're one of the four rap acts I
know words to.We hovered in the
foyer. I ordered vodka and or-
ange juices, unable to rernember
any mixed drinks that don't suck.

We took our Places towards the
back of the throng. It was a re-
m crowd, at first. The later
1t got the more obnoxious they
m. People who were aggres-
Sive fought People who'd ar-
:hved e'axly for frontal positions.
e g:‘l !;ehind spilled beer
Y front and apologize
P{'Of\ueky. It turned ou}: ahoeg‘:ra:

® apologised again.
Eay) S\fveatl}un took the stage.
Spilt beer in my hair,

! devolyeq jpyq

b

l::?d and grinded furiously.

o lvo'my 4Ims up like a baxer,

Vi!gim"d accidentally losing my

in !n:»x:ly : lh? threshing crowa

Wy baey. Othing could protect
from the couple behind,

\

frenzy. People

whose sensuous groping peri-
odically extended to the bodies
around them. Hands slid down
my thighs. I shivered.

I stood, sober, unconvinced by
my own rhythm-less shuffling,
and wondered whether enough
amusing things would happen
to wring a column out of. They
didn't. I watched teenagers
snapchat, and judged their my-
opia. I contemplated social me-
dia’s removing us from our own
experiences, and took snapchats
of my own.

“A hush fell over the crowd”,
Earl declared. “Husshhhhhhhh-
hh"”. They remained restless. He
called out the noisy “n**gas at
the front trying to get attention”.
They were probably fans. And
white. I hated everyone else for
not knowing the words to “DNA".
I obnoxiously shouted along
to Nakel's verse, about a close
friend's death, to prove my cre-
dentials.

I don't really get the point of
concert reviews. It seems like a
waste of time and paper to tell
people whether you had fun ata
$120 single-night event that they
weren't at. Or that they were at,in
which case they still don't care.

At least with A-list acts. I un-
derstand that for local, regular-
ly-performing bands reviews of-
fer important exposure, and give
the uninitiated a chance to inves-
tigate. But at this point surely ev-
eryone in the world has decided
whether they think Ed Sheeran's
really sensitive and good at the
guitar or not.

Writing your night up feels like
a last-ditch attempt to convince
yourself that the experience
had value. Given how rarely
they come, opportunities to see
artists live feel like tests of true
fandom. 1 didn't pay $190 and
drive to Hamilton for Bob Dylan
because 1 liked Tempest. 1 want-
ed to confirm my legitimacy as a
listener before he died or quit.
1 tried my best to become a fan
of the album in the weeks lead-
ing up, but it wasn't the point. An
old couple complained as they
left the show. “Where do we get
our money back? He didn't even
play “Hurricane". Silly old peo-

COLUMNS

“PEOPLE BUMPED AND GRINDED
FURIOUSLY. | HELD MY ARMS UP LIKE
A BOXER, T0 AVOID ACCIDENTALLY
LOSING MY VIRGINITY TO THE
THRASHING CROWD IN FRONT.”

ple. A true fan would know that
he never plays “Hurricane”. A
true fan wouldn't expect to get
their money’s worth.

On the walk home I had a revela-
tion. I'd written an underwhelm-
ing review of an underwhelming
concert for last year’s editors,
and they'd cut half of it. It hadn’t
made print in 2014, so it was un-
seen by the public, and 2015’s
standards were significantly
lower. I could copy-paste the old
fore the conclusicn. It would be
seamless. No-one would notice.
In conclusion: Craccum 2018.
Just people writing stories about
bullsh**.

2loft

YOGA LOUNGE

P.S.As a special treat Jeremy Face-
booked in his half of the story:

Catch 55 minute bus, get to town,
walk up albert parks fucking
ginormous bigger than africa’s
water shortage hill only to find
out chris is on queen street with
his film fest queen. lowkey upset.
go to earl. scared of crowd. chris
meets law fan girls, fuck law re-
vue. worried earl would be bad
but turns out to be good. guy
tries to fuck my back pack, girl
tries to fuck my leg. girl hits my
penis with handbag, i accidental-
ly airberne smash girl mid jump.
met g rip, loved it. walked home,
shoutout kingsland. watched of-
fice, bed.

103 Beach road

Auckland City

www.theloft.org.nz

.

Craccum. issutis.J
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BAD FEMINISTS?

WITH LAVINIA

EAVE & CONFESSION TO MEKE.
Sometimes I feel like a bad feminist.
Sometimes I worry that I don't know

enough about current affairs, or women poli-

ticians, or about abortion or the true extent of

Sometimes, my (feminist) gixl friends and I

refer to each other as bitches (ironically of

course), and we spend a whole more time
talking about things like make up then we
do about pay equity. Sometimes, I watch ro-
mantic comedies and Sex and the City. Some-
times I feel that even though I am so feminist,
I am not feminist enough.

The word feminist never lacks to create con-
troversies. Women who embrace the word
and its ideologies are often shut down and
criticized if they don't satisfy other’s defi-
nitions of feminism. Women who reject the
term are rampantly shut down and criticised
because they're refusing to acknowledge
thewaysinwhichtheyconﬂanﬂybeneﬁt
from this movement. Women who don’t out-
wardly engage with feminism are criticized,
womenwhouenemalwwaxdsthetemare
criticized. Women are criticized, and they
criticize other women who criticize other
women.

mereisnevexad:nlmomeminu\ewoxldof
!faminist debate, right as ] am writing this, ar-
ticles regarding Taylor Swift's recent tiff with
Nicki Minaj are POpPping up one after the oth-
er. She is being criticized on her lack on in-
tersectionality; Nicki Minaj is being praised
for. speaking up against the bias towards
white ar'tist: (and white beauty standards) in
the music industry, regardless of hard work
talent and specifically in Minaj's case; inﬂu-l
ence on pop culture,

though. An accomplished,

woman - who very evidently declared
to the world she was & feminist - sparked up
debate online almost instantly over whether

or not she was actually feminist. Let's think
about this for a moment. Despite th_e fact that
she had the word ‘FEMINIST' flashing up on
stage during her performance for last year's
VMA's (in big, bright and bold letters, none-
theless) people still dismissed this and ques-
tioned it. Her every move, decision and word
was analysed. Beyonce's feminism wasn't
bought by all, and at first I too rejected her

identification with the word.

than Beyonce,

There is somewhat of a criterion of what a
feminist looks like, behaves and does. I, my-
self feel I have never engaged in the typical
preteen /adolescent shunning of the word
on the basis that all feminists were hairy,
man-hating and lesbians (because apparent-
ly this is still a thing). Mostly because I never
really understood the word until I got older,
but I did question feminist beliefs and had re-
sidual beliefs from my less than progressive
upbringing. But Beyonce didn’t necessarily fit
with the description of a feminist. Not to me,
and not to many on the internet either. How
was Beyonce, a woman almost always per-
forming for the male gaze, a woman who be-
lieves that other women should own up their
sexuality because they’ll feel empowered, a
woman referring to other women as ‘bitch-
es’ in her music, a woman who's dedicated a
whole tour to her husband by performing un-
der the name of Mrs. Carter, a FEMINIST? To
me it was not enough to believe in the “social,
economic and political equality” of genders,
but it was also important to have a feminist

approach to whatever you do.To me, Beyonce
didn't.

Feminism at times contradicts itself — and
when it does the discussion quickly gets
heated. Beyonce was a contradiction her
self — until you start questioning what other

“THE WORD FEMINIST
LAGKS T0 GREATE CONTR
WHO EMBRACE T
IDEOLOGIES ARE D

AND CRITICE

SATISFY OTHER
DEFINITIONS (frT IFSEFMINISM-

THEY Dllgll’"

powers are at play iy, Be
non-feminist behavigy, B"°“ "D
« Be

not simply as a Woman in iy 'M:ﬁ
but as a black Woman in u\: i g !
meaning that her SUccesg h:“.u.ic 'M"“';
by her race and gender, Hep been 'b*hq
are shaped by the Publicly ePetf
her race and her gender ang
case, like with most Women
come about whether you
pectations or you don', g, Wag Boy.
bad feminist? Or was she $imply g for. |
under a whole lot of Pressure to ”ﬂ%
a black woman in an industry th g
dominantly favours white artistg? ™

A
in l,“’::'
4 |
" Tty
give inty

I:mmxsts, tmomen, and people in Genenly
ways quick to critique anyone whoy
themselves forward with an idea o mq:

ion. And this isn't necessarily a baq
But I've come to notice that feminists py
each other to almost impossible standary
And when they fall short, they don't Succee
or god forbid they once in a while chosey
not think about the worldwide oppressiong
women — they are torn apart and pushedd
the all mighty feminist pedestal. Sometms
there’s no winning. To some, it's not enowt
to agree on the need for gender equalify b
every action, word and thought must relea
this. And this is not always easy. Could thisk
the reason why so many women chose tods
engage with the word feminist?

Am I saying that people should stog tlunh'a’
critically? No. Am I saying that fenM“‘
lost cause? God, no! AllTam sayinglﬂh“‘:
expect so much of feminists that we be?‘;I
forget how ingrained patriarchal 6“1'“’;“
us; that it’s not always easy to eacaupr:n m
begin to forget that feminists are b *
Instead of lashing out at other mmm&"
men who only want to further the d‘:: 3
can educate them. Becausé even

still have a long way to go:We have

far already.
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HE OTHER DAY I WAS SCROLL~
T ing throughmy newsfeed
(eww facebook, I hate
you facebook) and I came across
a post mandating the burning of
all Confederate flags. Now I'm
not a big fan of the old Confed-
erate flag, I probably wouldn’t
mind burning one, although I
might...I really have no strong
opinions on this subject, not yet
at least. But I saw an opportuni-
ty to be a contrarian. I like these
opportunities. I said and I quote
“I'm not ok with that” then I was
called a racist. I didn't realize I
was a racist. I was taken aback.
Then I thought for a moment. I
denied it.I wasn't, I couldn’t be a
racist. Then after mere moments
Taccepted the obvious fact. Now
thatI am a racist the world seems
50 much brighter. But also dark-
.er. Imade a sudden and irrevers-
::L: move to the right. I got lots of
€y and beat up a poor per-
son. I moved to Remuera. And 1
began seeing the truth that I had
Previously been blind to.

';l;:rezisn't racial inequality in
o ealand, 'l“here is only la-
Wem‘ an.d whiteness, If there
— racial inequality in New

and then why would we al-

Maori into Universities with-

Out even getting the pre-requi-

siteg, :
8.l we're a racist nation then

w

n:: do we even have affirmative
on? Answer me that liberals

(God, who

is definit
4o ely real, 1
g“:' liho'e guys with their pro-
veness ang compassion
Poverty). There is no en-

n::\c‘l:e: facism in this country
s e Y new hero Bill O'reilly

an interyi i i
- ew with Kris-
Powel), ig there in the U.S.A.

\

There is absolutely no reason
for ethnic minorities to be born
into poor families. Yet they keep
doing itl There is no reason for
them to be on average less em-
ployable than white people with
the same qualifications and yet
they keep not being employed!
1 mean come on guys (but not
girls because they shouldn’t
have jobs) try harder. Again I
turn to the only voice of reason
on this subject, Fox News, which
is both fair and balanced. In
the aforementioned interview
Bill brought on a guest, Monica
Crowley, who pointed out that
there are people in the States
that actually think the country
was built on slavery! Can you
believe it. Kristen Powell said
something stupid like “it was”.
May I point out at this point that
Monica has a Ph.D. and Kristen
just has a black belt in being a
bitch. As there isn’t any racism
in this country I, with my new
found insight, need to bring
some in.

I thought though that before I
did I should try and rectify the
state in the States. I hear about
immigrants from Mexico, or
Beansberg as I realised it ought
to be called after my facebook
awakening, are criminals. Inter-
esting even if slightly obvious.
They come over, as the story
goes, looking to better them-
selves with no contacts or mon-
ey.Then they try to find work but
struggle because they're illegal
immigrants. So they become the
poorest of the poor and end up
doing menial labor- those lazy
bastards- and become disheart-
ened and have no where to turn
and so the immigrants turn from
good well mannered people into
villains because the States has
too harsh a line on immigration
to stop the problem. Or as Don-
ald Trump says “Mexico is only
sending us their bad people™.
Those damn immigrants are si-
multaneously lazy and stealing
all the jobs. But at least Trump is
there to make people think right.
It seems America has its head on
straight so 1 ought to return to
New Zealand.

My first policy would be to
definitely insist on changing
the New Zealand flag...to the
Confederate flag. 1 hear the

American South is selling some
off for cheap. Secondly I rec-
ommend instating a new poli-
cy of saying that we don't like
mandates to destroy property
or patriotic, possibly even sa-
cred, emblems- this as i found
out is the single most racist
thing a man can do (only men
can do things)- not wanting to
insight rage from the crazies
is super hardcore racist. Next I
will criminalize the elderly, the
worst of all the races. Also we
shall remove curry, with their
delicious spices that confuse
my taste buds and prove that
I'm not as masculine as thought
because the heat is toco hot.
Most importantly I'm going to
promote the use of the phrase
“bloody Chinese immigrants”.
Now there’s something that
really gets my goat (also I'm
annoyed that we have sc many
damn middle eastern goats).
The Chinese using their money
to buy our assets and then pre-
tending like it’s cur fault for not
introducing a capital gains tax
that wouldn’t only stop the rich

COLUMNS

from getting richer but might
also discourage Chinese in-
vestment and on selling which,
is by the way perfectly fine.
Those crafty well dressed bas-
tards. Finally I would campaign
for heavily taxing the poor be-
cause that will get all of those
minority shits, not one of them
has money or lives in an area
other than South Auckland.

So there we have it. I'm a rac-
ist. It's a lonely life but it’s all so
beautifully black and white. Ex-
cept the black part. I know you
may all have some compunction
about believing the things I say,
but remember it's called the
‘right’ wing for a reason. The rea-
son being we are right. Whats-
more I didn’t want to watch a flag
burn and now I have to spend
the rest of my life as a moron,
miserable and alone. I'm a racist
and I never meant to be, but the
world as it is means I can’t have
anopinionanymoxewithoutbe—
ing the worst of all people. Life
will go on I'm sure but thought it
seems is already dead.
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AND CLUDGE
Erms%MESTER TOILET
REVIEW

WITH TESSA IADE_H

ET'S GET TO THE THE 'CLUDGE'
I part of the column — my

biannual toilet review. Af-
ter four overlong years at this uni-
versity, have become highly spe-
cialised in which toilets are the
best, which toilets are the worst,
and which toilets are the creep-
iest, and can give you a concise
review. Soon, anyone who uses
women's bathrooms will become
as enlightened as me with these
handy tips.

ANY BATHROOM IN THE 0LD
ENGINEERING BUILDING

You will be reminded of how
many women take engineering
or at least did in the 1970s with
these Cramped quarters. Misogy-
ny in a toilet, these are! There wrill
be one toilet, it will be jammed
into a small ex-broom closet, and
Changing anything that nesds
changing becomes the Olym-
pic SPort of tampon gymnastics.
Avoid if at all possible, or use for
that quick wee, Not a place to re-

lax, especially w; -
. with
210, 'y the thin seat.

CATEEDGER cupley s

Long lineg
are the 24/
se balhroom;_ 1 Teality of

& nus points
€ar major
Ree Campus
Slod?' ke the Pharmacy and the
Slugle t

am| g
seaz/g, o Would give

(igg
Thes Mm s““ - NSABHB

are heatly hidden away on

\

each floor. Avoid the second floor
unisex toilets; I have seen Love-
craftesque excrement paintings
in those toilets. Who did those, I
have no ideal However, the upper
levels are little trafficked and thus
there are no lines, a quiet loo for
the occasional weep, the ability to
take dumps with not a soul having
a clue, etc. 8/10.

ARTS BUILDING TOILETS

These aren't half bad either.
They're let down by a thin plastic
seat and weird spacing, but are
otherwise some great toilets. Not
much to say here: take a shit in
them sometime. 9/10

What immediately gets a demerit
from me is distance — these loos
are down a very long hallway,
and aren't particularly rewarding
when you get there. Like every-
thing in the OGGB, these toilets
are waterblasted twice a day, and
are always well stocked. It will
also be full of Commerce first
years, another demerit. I give
these toilets a 7/10.

HSB TOILETS

Need that decrepit 60's gym toilet
feeling? Go to the HSB! Actually,
they also look like the mental hos-
pital in One Flew Over The Cuck-
00’s Nest, so if youre after that
vibe, that might work too. While
I have to approve of the attempt
at unique decor, these toilets feel
more like Bloody Mary is going to
come out of the mirror whether
you chant her name at the mirror
or not. Random noises enhance
the experience. The overall toi-
let experience is also poor, and
some freaks use the showers in
there. 2/10.

WOMENSPACE

You've probably come here on
the promise of 'free pads and tam-
pons'. I'll tell you now, unless you
know the WROs, that is a lie. It's
like the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow. They don't exist. Also
the hand dryer doesn't work and
the tap is a bit weak. However,
they are useful for avoiding any
lines. 4/10.
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KANT R WON'T?
MONSTERS OF HISTORY

WITH ADITYA VASUDEVAK AND CALLUM LD

EERE IS NO MORE KPPARENT BULLS-EYE TOR
the label of historical monster than
Adolf Hitler. We are taught to resile
tromtheverymemionofhisname-lwondex
howmnybabiesareblessedwim'ﬁdolf'for
a first name these days? Our treatment of him,
as with Pol Pot, Stalin, and a few others, is rife

with exceptionalism. We think no-one could |

£11 those shoes in quite the same, horrific way.
Here's the problem. They could. Anyone could.

It took thousands of soldiers on the ground
to actually pull the triggers, to actually round
people up in concentration camps. It is that
tag of monstrosity that allows us push igures
like Hitler away into the distance as different,
andioxgeta.boutzhe'heatyof\/e:saﬂl&sthax

made Germany feel a victim of overly harsh |

sanctions, forget about the decades of already
present anti-semitism, forget about the gener-

al intellectual and cultural climate of national-
ijsm. We forget that it is very easy for normal
people, placed in often predictable circum-
stances, to do awful things.

History ought to be introspective, it ought to
make us reflect on our position in society and
our decisions. We can only do that if we see the
very worst of history as relevant, as still possi-
ble in ourselves and those around us. It's only
then that we notice the symptoms of national-
istic fervour, or the breast-beating of cultural
siege-mentality. When something is seen as
monstrous, it is associated with a deranged
brand of pure evil. The portrayal is so extreme
as to become inhuman; and that is where the
problem lies. We could never self-identify with
figures like that. We could never identify our
modern leaders with figures like that. But pol-
itics of racial hatred still exist: we get hints of it
with Ukip in England, and slaps in the face with
Golden Dawn in Greece. We also still get subtle

“HISTORY OUGHT 10
BE INTROSPEGTIVE,
IT OUGHT T0 MAKE
US REFLECT ON OUR
POSITION IN SOGIETY

AND OUR DECISIONS.”

politics of supexiomy all
privileged classes ¢ »

'8 of citj, oy
newspapers. It is only w;:m Ad con . Y
flavours and associate P ""!\

2 . u\(\m ) l‘
by wi
w(;n:xlel::e‘o:\cial figures like Hm‘:, 9::
Mpetug Or gy, ¥
10 make Changy 35,

There is one
Problem

though.Is it not the extxemev;natl}:e Tn,
makes us want to avoiq such l?(m%"
behaviours? If all is explain, e :
tability of this ci Y by

Circumstance or that o""'
have a strong enough socia) Om,.,h\
the fear of return. Being monsunm?n
fulaSfx:ualmessagethatitseep,im;mm'=
associated with the monster, Meﬁc}:%
ophy was for a long time g N
propaganda because Hitler g; i
Spoke Z i
; PO : arathustra to lsoldxers to ‘W‘Uﬁn&
or a time, became tainted by assog; ation

Time and reflection have allowed y o
plore more generously the rest of Nxetn:,
philosophy, and we are definitely betirf,
it. But there is perhaps value in the
mistrust we have for any ideas that prong;
sense of superiority in some and infencry
in others. If we could call people monste
but not dehumanise them to the point ofcz:
icature, then, perhaps we'd reap the bexfs
of that label in modern society. To emph
circumstances diminishes the agency of&
monstrous figure, to do the opposite i
us forget the very real and explainablec
text of monstrous actions. Which to chos’
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THE URSANE MUSHGS OF AN AUTISTIC MED

WTF DID I JUST READ?

A WEEKLY COLUMN ON THE WORLD AROUND
FROM A DIFFERENT POINT-OF-VEEW. .
WITH JAMES BROWN

ELL, WE'RE BACK TO THIS SAD OLD

trope. Me reading a completely

horrific piece of shit and telling
you all about it so none of you ever have to
read it, and by doing to making you realize
f}us.thing exists and then some of you read-
ing it anyway because you're masochists who
want to share in my despair.

So, what soul-destroying thing is it this time?
A delightful little piece called ‘Pounded in the

12 < 1530 45 Craccum

Butt by my own Butt’, by something named
Chuck Tingle. I say something because I find
it hard to believe that any true human could
write stuff like this. What a way to start off. A
title like that can only mean one thing: we're
in for a world of hurt.

It's a story about a man named Kirk, a mad
scientist who is working on clone technolo-
gy. Like Jurassic park, only a lot, lot worse. In
his quest to further the reaches of science,
he combines DNA samples from Kirk’s butt
(Is that even possible?), brain, and a hawk.
And before you can say ‘What have you
dope?' he creates a living, breathing and
flying pair of buttocks that has all of Kirk's
memories and personality traits and can
talk. This ‘thing’ immediately seduces Kirk
with a candlelit dinner for two. And that's
only the beginning of a long series of slight-

TES, HE NAM
W
WEFIOH."

unters withd *:

ly disturbing sexual enco
‘go fuck YU

tient ass. It's the old saying
taken all too literally.

g ued
Here's an example of the riveting §2%%°
this thing.

e impressivé andl#%

‘...his physique is quit .
is physiqu hat I'm

out loud when I realiz
menting myself.

i it
“Impressive.” ] tell the flying Y

!
” 1k 53
“Hey, I got it from yoU porto
wink.’
Yes, he names his sentient clon
You may weep now-

of"":;'

The saddest thind is its P:::r
ries, including ::ac:} . ; Ur\ic"’“mp)'
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whole genré of these

age really is the Sodom
modern era, only 2 lot, 10
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is ‘Sanity is for the wé




AFTER GAINING SUPER-POWERS FROM A
MAGICAL NIGHT OF DRINKING, FIVE
UNIVERSITY

BASED ON TRUE, SLIGHTLY ALTERED, EVENTS.

[ SOMETIMES T WONDER WHAT
HE IS THINKING, JUST
LYING THERE.

£
3

AND I HAVE
AN EARLY START.,

3
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AL
A 5 NING THESE |
CHOOSE TO SCROLL | BINCE G VER...

MINDLESSLY THROUGH 7| Boo R

YOUR ELECTRONIC LIMB. . .

OR SHUT IT OFF AND
CONCENTRATE ON THE CLASS [
YOU PAY HUNDREDS OF
|| DOLLARS TO ATTEND.
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DESPITE JACK’S INTENTICNS, I THINK
THIS COULD BE A HALF CECENT ICEA.
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DISABILITIES

SAT MYSELF STRATEGICALLY IN THE LECTURE

mum,uldo!ormryclanumhc-

tually attend. Much like at the cinema,
lﬁtmuthobackandinthomiddle.lnuw
middle of the row because damn those of you
who sit on the end and block it up for every-
one else arriving later. Near the back as it
allows me to see who is in the lecture that I
wish to avoid, and makes it unlikely that any-
one can see me browsing Facebook.

I settled in for yet another introductory lec-
ture, to see the class at its peak population.
Once English 310 settled in for the long haul
and chatter ceased, my concentration began
to wane. I hate introductory lectures. Howev-
er, something did happen that grasped my
interest. A soft whine followed by a, “Shhhh”,
echoed through the room, and several heads
turned to find the origin of the noise.

A golden retriever puppy was sprawled un-
der the bench just behind me, its little red
coat emblazoned with, “guide dog in train-
ing". After a few more whines, the lecturer
enquired,“Is there a dog in here?" At the con-
:rnm'::n ﬁ:!:t there was, she remarked that it
time she had ever ha i
her lecture theatre. s b

1d never seen a guide dog around campus
w';“lnd it prompted me to think about
P "Yﬂlfphce must be to get around
People with disabilities. The crowds, all
5 h“‘l". all thooo broken lifts... the bitch
; “Mvon hill down to OGGB. Already
l'm“":"glﬂollmtunlsem of direction
Couldn hh::mhow I'd locate a room for my
Creepy HSB if I, for ex e,
%‘}Ot 1 get lost in there even no:::lflnd
in the process of escape.

In
s.:h::u m"" S0 much of our attention
Y oisterous, 5o called ‘meninists'
a mn:;m:: (neither of which are an actu-
®asy 1o ¢xploding racial condlicts, it's
i 9ot about disadvantaged groups
Much quieter in society. The shock

\

NG W

BY LEIA SENINGTON

appearance of the dog in my lecture was a
stark reminder that the struggle of people
with disabilities is often overlocked, and at-
titudes towards them remain largely ignorant.

The experiences of tertiary students with dis-
abilities is a mixed bag, with some reported
to have faced blatant discrimination. A study
conducted by the New Zealand Convention
Coalition Monitoring Group (NZCCMG),
spoke to a woman who is now an early child-
hood teacher, but had trouble during her
training at an unnamed tertiary institute in
Auckland. The woman who was interviewed
uses a wheelchair, and because of this she
was asked to leave her course. “They thought
that I was incapable of teaching, but when I
spoke to my lecturer at university, she said it
was because they felt uncomfortable because
the building was inaccessible and they didn't
want to bring it up to code™.

“I'D NEVER SEEN
A GUIDE DOG
AROUND CAMPUS

FEATURE

TH

This shameless discrimination is complete-
ly illegal, and her troubles didn’t end there.
For the practical teaching component of her
course, she was unable to attend the univer-
sity early childhood centre for lack of wheel-
chair access. Instead, she was forced to find
another centre where she could complete
her study, however, she had to travel much
further to get there. Imagine if a lecturer said
they felt “uncomfortable” teaching you, espe-
cially due to something you have no control
over.

Tertiary institutions don’t only boast negative
experiences. Aine is a student at the Univer-
sity of Auckland. She studies a Bachelor of
Music and Arts conjoint, majoring in Classi-
cal Performance on Flute, English and Span-
ish. This semester she is going to Spain to
study on an Auckland 360 exchange. Aine is
than I am. She's also blind.

The University of Auckland is, "committed to
providing equal educational oppertunities to
all students who have the potential to succeed
in a university of high international standing”.
To fulfil this proclamation, cur university has
set up several departments to help disadvan-

| taged groups. Disability Services is just one

of them. Some of its main tasks are to make
sure campus is accessible, to set up alternate
rooms for tests and exams (sometimes with
writers) for those who need them, and pro-
vide general support for students with im-
pairments.

According to Aine, the support the Univer-
sity offers goes beyond just the Disability
Services. “Lecturers will sometimes make
small accessibility accommodations (which I
really appreciate), on a course-by-course ba-
sis. They may, for instance, email me a reading
that everyone else only received in hard-copy,
or type up the comments they're making on
my essays so I can avoid the potentially pain-
ful process of someone else reading them to

me .
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Despite UoA measuring up fairly well, there
mmwmuﬁmmb@m
Cmpucouldbomndemnccuﬂﬂe-m
mggestionmnmondthemnm'eﬂnb
be available electronically was also made by
mtamxmmommma
complain about that one. We'd all enjoy more
accessible notes and readings, especially
those of us who aren brilliant with our aften-
dance.

According to the government group, CSS Dis-
abﬂﬂmemhﬁmmh
with an impairment, yet our society doesn
opuneinnnywhchdme\emmpuha-
pneuhnysc\eﬂlﬁhh.bhbhdpoople
mmmm-wmmu\d
mprmdbymnecsd"ewm
legislation: the Human Rights Act 1983 and
the New Zealand Bill of Raghts Act 1890. These
Jaws set out civil and political rights and de-
fend people in New Zealand from discrimina-

spawns further constraints upon the lives
of those living with impairments. Many are
lwvedtownﬁmeemcetuvinguhomewim
their parents, or somewhere that is far out of
their desired area.

Inaccessibility in terms of support and fund-
ing, is another issue facing the disabled. It's
live dealing with Studylink, but worse. I'm
eure you can empathise. Besides the difficul-
ty of contacting the relevant service, actually

the funding is a further barrier. The
NZCCMGS 2012 report stated that, “that the
funding available for support/services was
considered inadequate to ensure high and
consistent standards of service”.

Hundreds of stories from the N2CCMG's lat-

. est report, "Acceptance in Society”, all show
| & wiolation of the basic nights of disabled New
| Zealanders. Collaboratively, the interviewees
| painted a picture of the discrimination they

tion Basic rights include the right to be treated |

as an equal, 1o go to school and get an educa-
tion. to vote, be part of @ corumunity, and more,

most of which we take for granted These stat-

utes set the foundation tor New Zealand soa-
ety. and reflect the values we hold close as a
country. Howevez, these nghts are not 8 given
for the disabled many of whom have reported
discimunation and mustreatment.

To stnive for progression, New Zealand has
joined the United Nations Convention on the
Rughts of Persons with Disabilities. Thus is the
frst human nghts convention of the twen-
ty-first century, wihuch New Zealand signed in

March 2007. It Goes not Creste nights, rather it
| grammes. Unfortunately, because there is an

guarsniees them Countnes who have signed
are dedicated to improvement in the hves of

those who hve with imparments. New Zealand |

must make & yegular report to the Unuted Na-
uons on how the convention is implemented.

The Manustry of Social Development formu- |
lated the New Zealand Convention Coalition |
Momnutoning Group (NZCCMG), wiuch is & col- 3

laboration of New Zealand Disabled People's

orgamsatons. The NZCCMG was created to |

make reports on the expenences of Kiws

wnth impairments, and the barriers they face |
parucipating in society. Two recent reports
by this group on “Parucipation and Pover- |
ty” and “Acceptance in Society” along with |

the New Zealand Disability Strategy formed
in 2000, work together in the report 10 the
United Nations. The NZCCMG reports anal-
yses experiences and barners faced by the
disabled, while the Disability Strategy plans
ways to combat these.

The two reports conducted by the NZCCMG
offer an insight into the daly struggles of New
Zealanders Living with disabilities. One of the
biqwbmhcedmm.wwyw
places and buildings, but to services, events
and information. It is this lack of access which
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face daily. These stonies consisted of unequal

goods, and also assumptions based on untrue
feeling like outcasts within their community.
Most of these experiences were caused by ig-
norance.

These expenences should be considered
unacceptable in our society. Basic rights of
the participants of the report were violated,
and the government is attempting to make
change. The interviewees believed that the
best way 10 achieve this change is increased
exposure and awareness around disabili-
ues, as well as increased educational pro-

assumption amongst the general public that
disabled people are different, there is often a

sense of aloofness or discomfort that accom- |

Aune's thoughts echo those who participat-

“IN A WORLD WHERE SO MUCH OF
ATTENTION IS STOLEN BY BOI
S0 CALLED “MENINIST

FEMINAZIS’ (NEITHER OF W

h
CTUAL THNG), AD EXPLODIG

ouP
I

CONFLICTS, IT’S EASY TO
ABOUT DISADVANT AGED GR
ARE MUCH QUIETER IN SOCIE

' more independently.

ed in the NZCCMG "
T

advice for speak ' anq
NG to 4 e

different from you, 4 :::’;'0' hoy,

offending someone who's d J

the understandable Dasis uwerm 1

what it's like to be in thejr ¢,
may interprel your mll-meoon
this level of concern ends y :
wittingly fixate on the Ppoint o’;: -
principal defining chamcfens::’
son.When we have the time to .q:'
er lhhal. away from the hea of the .
much easier to see why tha doesny "
Stand
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Pou gy N4

s
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.y,
P

Every person, first and fore .
other human; what they) m »
being treated as such. By your ﬁ,m...
unconsciously, on their point of diffe o
person on the other end comes {0 fee]
because, although you never meant it yoq
up reducing your perception of thei ; 4
to that feature. It's not to say that their

for instance, or their religion has to be taboe
or‘ anything, just that it's important to kg
mind the fact that we seem automatically g
possess this unhelpful tendency.

This is something I still need to workon.Ithzk
and certainly hope, that becoming more amx
of some very general principles like ths vl
go a long way toward making our points of &
ference interesting and valuable conversax
topics rather than uncomfortable, all-ence=
passing labels”.

One of the main objectives of the Disably
Strategy is to, “encourage and educat o
community and society to undersM resped
and support disabled people”. This isnt
applicable to people with disabilities e
If you ever see Gus the guide doq.dw‘;
focus on how ridiculously cute he is,bat
sider all the help he’ll give 1© wm‘: s
{he hope he’ll bring by allowind them
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experience, and supporting your fellow
students, then we want you.
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WORKING
GASUALLY

CASUALLY

HANCES ARE, UNLESS YOU’RE RICH, YOU

work for extra money to make up for

the paltry amounts that StudyLink

s your way each week ($170, or a sin-
& bm‘:h if you're eating on campus). It's
; a dead-end job doing dead-end
= e;‘lj ;;o;'k cazuall? .(it‘n pretty alright and
i, ), in addx_tnon to writing for this
m&qumo which doesn't pay for my

s tarticles, Whores, Despite the lack of
e Nsation from this awful no-good maga-
s j"::‘:::l:mpl.oymem is interesting, and
Macta ang use llm. a hack. Zero-hour con-
g with m'.'otken rights in general are flirt-
Mxpmmv-" at the moment; the UK has
%10-hoyy co'mnl\q massive controversy over
.bm‘“owmm:utorawhne.mdthmil
law ayryg OWn Parliament to amend the
Rews m them. Cotton On made the
t to attempt to remove man-

\

BYTESSA NADEN

datory paid ten minute breaks from employ-
ment agreements and, without the backlash
that ensued, would've likely been the first of
many retail chains to do so. The employment
law environment inevitably impacts students.
Most of the ones I spoke to, anecdotally, re-
ported working under casual or part-ime
contracts, and everybody had a horror story
to share.

“If a public holiday occurred on a regular day
of work for me, they would change the days on
memsteruoundandgetcasualemployeesin
on the public holiday to avoid giving people
days in lieu. Even as a permanent part-timer
I never got days in lieu when 1 worked public
holidays”.

“At my old work Matljusue!!.mcouldn’ttm
breaks from December to February. I was ros-

?

tered on for 13 days in a row”.

“My old bess told everyone in the supermar-
ket that if they joined the union they would be
fired, so we never got a union rep or anything”.

“They wouldn't pay overtime even if you did
work over. I do know that at other New Worlds
they would make people work overtime with-
out getting paid”.

“I had colleagues who had worked there for
seven years and were still getting minimum
wage”.

“l had a chef swear at me and ask if ] was on my
period because I was apparently emotional”.

“My employer would take as much advantage
of my casual employment as they could, while

Craccum, issut 15 21
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Imsumbletoukeolshiﬂslwasmmedfor
without finding cover... I was on & rero-hour
contract. My shifts would be randomly can-
ceuedinheyhadmentoverngebudgetm
relationship between casual employees and
employersisml!yunenn'.

Despite all the hubbub around zero-hour
contracts, Labour's labour spokesman ﬂhf'\
notmnuypo).hin!ees-cmmy.hmm
that Government measures to eliminate
zero-hour contracts (which, interestingly
have not yet gone before Parliament), are
inadequate. In an article from the Manuwatu
Standard, union representatives from Unite
were pretty upset with the government over
zero-hour contracts. Unlike many things
coming from the Manawatu, like its primary
export, ‘boring’, criticism of the Govern-
ment on this front is coming from all around
the country. A conspiracy theorist would
on an issue that had caught the public fer-
vour whilst quietly shuffling it to the back
of the queue - after all, I doubt the Business

Roundtable are particularly keen on ze-
ro-hour reform.

dmhmﬂmhaome&mg
other people can fuss about. Our wonderful
local Cassandra on student issues, NZUSA,
helptully completed & recent study on stu-
dent employment last year, and the figures
arent pretty - 63% of students are in paid
mnnmm.ww.w
NZUSA's 2007 survey, pre-Key and pre-reces-
Sion, gives that number as 90%. There's also
boeat!‘/.dedmenncemlo.ﬁow,m

|

dents

that $100, and what about the 37% of students
who aren't working? General youth unem-

are also having to work more hours for | NZUSA - that's 14 hoyys & weel

average employed yop "“;M"'"

doing 54 hours a week woryy Woulq
ployment sits at around 20% for Auckland. A | bined with paid work, Addjn of stugy o
further 20% of employed young people are | mitments, say this exce A7 Othey

in temporary work. Over 50% of those are in
casual employment, and a similar number of

casually employed young people would pre-

P "
student was on the Aon“mY Boting
10 hour requirement fo
sitions (personal aside: H

. .l M.yb. h h

fer permanent and ongoing work. people). That balloons into 84 Oy
work a week if you aren't the sm"w

As for allowances, the allowance threshold it- | Of course, your average Med Oty
self is dependent on parental income (under | ably going to be doing more Mt“d'“w 8 pry
$86,000 or thereabouts, if you're living with hoy,

two parents) if you are under 24. It can require
extensive proof of having no contact with par-
ents if you wish to receive it, and also tends
not to cover the basic rent of a flat in Auck-
land -
bastion of civilisation. That's well below me-
dian income, and also creates typical welfare
threshold traps - someone earning over the
threshold, even with the fadeout, would likely
make more money overall if they earned less
at work. So if you don't want to add to your
loan, or can't get an allowance, then part-time
employment is often your only shot at manag-
ing to either pay the rent or support yourself
while living at home.

So what are we left with, to summarise that

Ppoorly-written passage, numbers-laden and
an?Simp!ypm.incneyon!eu asleep, a dis-

aster.

says students are working longer hours also
points out that they're expected to spend 48
hours per week studying. More realistically,
Our own university website suggests students
spend 10 hours a week per course. That's 40
hours a week if you're doing four papers. If
'euhenndemworkinghouxﬁgures from

W
o HILE,

MOM
EXPERIENCING

study each week, while YOur averags
Arts student fuckwit who Writes for 2
(i.e me), is probably doing aboyt W0 a4
half. Still, combining work, any

lar activities, and study, isn't really the ly,
and greatest.

unless you want to live in Pokeno, that
I mean there are the essential Philosogt
cal questions - should students work?
should students work? What's work? }
are they doing? Where am I? Who amP'W:
am I writing this? But, I mean, we studes
are studying now so we can contribute lu
That's important, right? We're only be temp
rary bums on that tasty government mone
mean, 40 hours of study a week is kinda i
a ‘real job’ anyway, right? Or does pade
ployment test our strength of character’

Thelma (name changed), meets me 'I‘
campus café. Thelma's young - 2 first J®
but she’s got quite the story t0 tell me &

way. Thelma worked in a gas station l::
hours over three days without aluh

I started hallucinating. That's when ™
off that job”. Thelma's an extremeé a
bit of an outlier among the "“d‘“u”
to. One young queer student told

“TERD-HOUR CONTRACTS AID
WORKERS® RIGHTS IN GEUERA
ARE FLIRTING WITH THE NEWS
T THE UK 1A BER
MASSIVE CONTROIS
L e L 8
ARLANENT o D OEL

SURROUNDING THEM.”

That same NZUSA press release that




“S0 IF YOU DON'T WANT T0 ADD
70 YOUR LOAN, OR CAN’T GET AN
ALLOWANGE, THEN PART-TIME
EMPLOYMENT IS OFTEN YOUR ONLY
SHOT AT MANAGING T0 EITHER PAY
THE RENT OR SUPPORT YOURSELF
WHILE LIVING AT HOME.”

never felt comfortable disclosing his sexuali-
ty on the job. Another one was trans - always
turned down at the interview. Another person
I talked to shared how they were accused of
stealing product without any evidence, then
told there were no more hours available for
them - fired by stealth.

Almost all of the students that I talked to
reported little union presence where they
worked. Nobody was a member (in fact, not
much more than 10% of Kiwis in total are un-
ion members, last time I checked. Thanks,
Ruth!). Those working for large chains report-
ed long, long hours - a student named Alex
told me that they watched managers do 60
hour weeks without end, and that poor staff-
ing levels resulted in colleagues working 10
Or more days in a row.

Now, 1 didn't talk to that many students. These
ren't scientific examples of ‘stories in the
:%'. I simply went to a common room
w."hd. “Who's got a terrible work sto-
iand they flowed in. People who weren't
r‘whblo bolnq published would still tell
endless details about the travails of em-

. -yfqbodywhocndwumho

M‘ “'bhh‘d insisted on pseudonyms - often
»“":'0 of poor references. In fact, I'm
"m‘gmhmoyolmy ten readers is nod-
e :::.d Tight now, thinking about that
. :lnq them up during a prear-

& Mg'd 'm‘“@_ and asked why they weren't
"‘hdbmnomy' most of the students |
“‘Plyn‘;. mundlyb«nqimmuch
Ty 3 a lot were on casual con-

Cum

olm.::;fu‘"“mMss«mwbotooh
Pl They're often used as effective
ud““m‘“‘-mmmonkwbemﬁu
e Do @ Problems. When researching on
® Parneya, Al of Labour website, one case
Stands out: Kaye v North Beach

Limited, provided as an example of how a lot
of casual contracts work in reality. Anyway, our
young Kaye had a casual contract. Kaye also
worked regular hours, on a regular pattern,
was rostered in advance, provided medical
certificates for illness — something noted as
‘unusual’ for casual employees! Having been
treated like a part-time employee, Kaye was
summarily dumped by North Beach after be-
ing told there was a new employee and she
had no more shifts available. Of course, we
have this tale because Kaye went to court, and
the court found she was a permanent part-time
employee. The relationships between casual
employee and employer can be very uneven—
one party has far more power and control than
the other, and if you're using casual employ-
ment to pay your bills - do the math.

Now, 1 don't have any statistics, but my in-
terviews with students and such lead me to
believe this is likely common practice in re-
tail chains, particularly large Australian ones.
lwouldpemm!lylcutoseesomeforma.l
smdydomhlozanthedebateamund&
ro-hour contracts, casual contracts usually
function similarly. Now, I'm not the editor,
bull’mgueuingthalmolouten&accum
madonhawhadmnilaxexpexiences—!eel
free to share.

“THE HOUSING CR
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So, are students awful, no-good bums who
need a job to teach them real life, bub? That's
the philosophical question behind all this,
right? Probably quite a few students enjoy
being employed. A lot don't. Employment
can destroy grades, it can destroy social lives
and, apart from everything else, the average
minimum-wage job is not a thrilling endeav-
our. Customers in retail work can make you
feel like you're Milhouse Van Houten in a
brightly coloured uniform (though he hasn't
entered ‘THRILLHO’ on his employee login.).
Our favourite statistics giver in this article,
NZUSA, contends that “students are the only
part of society who borrow to live”. On the
whole, I'd agree with them. Students are up
shit creek money wise, and it's getting worse,
not better, even with our gargantuan 90 cents
increase in maximum living costs from the
Government.

the New Horizons probe, transport costs
are on the rise, and the economy is heading
south. There’s also the fact that even in part-
time employment, anything over a certain
amount is garmished for your student loan
anyway. For me, this has lead to the amusing
situation of being charged $150 in garnish-
ing, and then receiving $150 in living costs
the next week...). It also doesn’t help that
the fiscal precariousness of students allows
them to be expleited whilst werking. Being
easy to replace and the difficulty of finding
ancther job makes it even easier for an em-
ployer to do whatever they wish. Can it hap-
pen in New Zealand? Newsflash:it already is
happening. And there's always that looming
Mordor - $14 billicn of student debt, creep-
ing up on us like a shambling mound of dol-
lar bills. Allowance and living costs cannot
be taken together, and neither can student
hardships. Living costs also add thousands
of dollars per year to an already large stu-
dent loan.

We are the only part of society that needs to
borrow to live. With all these struggles con-
sidered, perhaps it's ime for a change.

1IS DRIVES RENTS
RDS THE NEW HORIZONS

RANSPORT COSTS ARE ON THE
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NEPAL

EARTHQUAKE

THE LIVES BEHIND

THE HEADLINES

9,
T'S ALWAYS VERY SURREAL WHEN YOU SEE
earthquakes and natural disasters on TV,

& happening halfway around the world. Of |
urse, New Zealand has experienced pret- |

ty terrible earthquakes, and I think almost |

C"h:zoxcr knows someone affected by the
e dmmh quakes. However, I think it is a
. mdexem when you see footage of mud

8 New.hndshdes far far away, for example

lremembe
e T when the news first broke, a third

M.hj“:‘"vwbegnhilby a large quake
care, iry lh‘ll’_WP!e died. It's not that I didn't
ok m;‘ didn't affect me. Yeah sure, I'll

Ty ety tl::d Cross, okay, okay. But all
Soation M" ‘f'u a different weight to
k20w, for ¥ friend Alicia whom 1 have
Rugugy M:“““Y Years had gone travelling
s bip lo‘:d had decided on a whim to

the Ba epal. It had been three days
thquake and no one had heard

\

BY LAUREN WINTHROP

from her or her travel companion,

*Spoiler Alert* They're back home now, but
1 was extremely curious as to what had hap-
pened over those few days straight after the
earthquake, so I met up with her to find out

m“umnrmmn sLi

“We were about five days into our trek when
the first earthquake happened, and at first me
and Amber (her riend) were just langhing
because we thought oh thus probably hap-
pens a lot here, or whatever. Then everyone
started screamung and panicking, pecple's
houses literally fell down night in front of us.

PPED AND FELL,

SHE HAD T0 GO T0 THE

MILIT
COLLECT

ARY AND GET THEM TO
THE BODY. | GUESS WE

GOT PRETTY LUCKY.™

Craccum. isst 45 - 29
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1guess that was the momentwhexelxemsed
okayyeah.thisinealnow".

mezmesxstqunhadmpped-'h”“'
hgemegmswexenhadbeenwe@
mnenqumnbmmmmc‘"

eouldgenoaiety.andmjotedabou

it being snppexandwelnhughed- )
. srssm | *q guess another struggle is aid for Nepal.

Mmaﬂmmdqwhh.oh.plh.
ncould&e.W‘kyuenjohnthhis?‘

The next day Alicia and Amber decided 1o
wmmmmmum
back to the city. “We knew that the longer
weaxyediamevﬂhge.memdwxe-
sources we would be consuming, and good-
ness know when any help was gomng to get
to them We knew that if we kept hilang we
would get 1o a road, and then hopefully we
could reach a refugee camp. The walk back
was probably the scanest part”.

1 asked whether she was with people who got
hurt, and how rough the road was. “Well we

were wallong with 2 lady, and her twavellng |

all the roads ave on the edges of chiffs, and be-
cause of 2ll the landshdes and rockialls, there

was a lot of very sketchy chmbing involved. |

Her friend skpped and fell, and she had 1o
go to the miltary and get them 1o coliect the
body. I guess we got pretty lucky. Although at
one point I was chmbing over 2 whole lot of

rocks, and | felt sand start to fall on my head. |
You know how in movies there will be sand |
person is buried? Basically that's what hap- |

pened, except | escaped by the skin of my
teeth and | was very shaken up”.

So you got 1o the refugee camps, what were
they Eke? | lond of picture lots of tents and
MMCMMWM”WM
but they had le# before we arrived, 50 it was
just  lot of bivouacs. There wasn't even a des-
ignated phone we could use, we had to find
someone with a satellite phone so we
le(ou!hmike.m'em kay”,

'Wemnymumdb‘w"m
stayed at earlier in our trip, and we had show.
ers and food and even Wi-Fi | think &;

of the city were hit differently, bus it a1.
"nbd:memmgu..m] f

s-nlw

had a friend who went to Nepal a few years

back for a building project and surveying,
and he said at the time that if they ever ha.d
an earthquake, they would be in a difficult sit-
pation. I mean, they don't even have building

codes”.

do reckon the rebuild process
::m to somewhere like Christ-
church? We have all seen that on the news,
and even this many years Jater the problems
with rebuilding seem to just keep coming. “1
thinkmlitisaverydiﬂemm situation. When
we)enmevmagu.peoplehadakeadynm-
ed rebuilding their houses. The houses are
mdeﬁommudmdmod.mdmeyxelyalot

emhmtingandagﬁcnlnue".

‘meydon‘txeanyhnesystemsinplace to
make sure the money goes where it should,
and there are sometimes political agendas
behind certain countries that want to have
more influence in the region. It becomes a
lttle bit of a political juggle”™. The earthquake
amplified these issues, particularly in respect
of Russia and China.

While she was away, Alicia featured on the
news as missing in Nepal. Her Facebook wall
was flooded with messages from relatives,
friends, and acquaintances. “That was very
weird. [ just felt so strange because I had not
been hurt and had come back fine and every-

FUY &

=

TR
, PIEKT

LEFT BEFORE

S0 [T WAS JUST AL
BIVOUACS. THERE WASH
A DESIGNATED PHONE WE CILL
USE, WE HAD T0 FIND SOMEPK
H A SATELLITE PHONE
ET OUR FAMILIES
WE WERE OKAY.

I

WIT
COULD L

one was worrying aboyy me, m

thousand people just dieq o', ™hiy "o

hood. It was a very weird mix::': ey by
""\1‘

“I'guess all in all it was qu;

and I'm thankful that | gy - P
thing. At the same time iy :;M e
ing.mditmlocooltom

ing to help each other out. The b
there were strong and selfless”, :

When I hadn't heard from Al

ter the Earthquake I will adxm?l?.f’"
to mentally prepare for the wors | h:\t
the most popular track had been &
buried,and ﬁmtmswhem.hemm
to be. It made the faraway "
real, and I was surpﬁsed'vi!hthewh
which it went out of the main news ’
It was so easy to panic whenwuougmh
was endangered, and my thoughts wex .
cupied with worrying about her

yet I found it very difficult to empathise g
the people who had lost their relatives z:
everything they owned.

In an age where we hear about almost ey
natural disaster, shooting or war, we can g
quite numb to the reality. It's hard to pict=e
the real lives behind the headlines wheaw
have no connection to the events. Wheaw
hear about tragedies so often it can be e
to disconnect because, after all, it's never &
ing to happen here, or to me, right?

1AD COME AND

BUT THEY HAD

WE éRI}’IVED,

ES




Please Give Blood!

Tue 11 Aug 2015
10am - 4pm
Wed 12 Aug 2015
10am - 4pm
Thu 13 Aug 2015
10am - 4pm
Fri 14 Aug 2015
9am - 2pm

Please bring acceptable ID

0800 GIVE BLOOD wwwanzblood.conz [Py 74:[ee s,

Fund us on %
Facebook New Zealand Blood Service
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ELECTIONS

ESTION TIME

ITH THE EVP CANDIDATES

IN THE AUSA ELECTION

MICHAEL MADZIVA

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR EDUCATION
VICE-PRESIDENT?

I'm running because I believe
AUSA has a responsibility to pro-
vide a platform for all students to
give their opinion at all levels of
governance whether it be at the
university level or to the govern-
ment. | believe I can and have a
responsibility to do so.

WHAT DO YOU THINX THE ROLE EXTAILS?
WHY ISIT IMPORTANT?

The role entails, among other
mmq!-Organising campa:gns for
students’ rights and represen-
tation, gathering and providing
on any relevant poli
mudefa!iom by the umverz
:;dl:Ohw parties or external
= u;‘ Providing submission
e _P‘°P°$ed legislation that
i 'mpact students and rep-
= "ing students on various
O‘W- The reason the role
“npozdmmmm on Vice-President is
mﬂhm‘:;;hm they strive to
g t students get a fair

' get an equal and un-
ned education

L‘“WMNAstnns?
%@ of the things | want

Vdoig),
wld g sty ;
Wp ui fmgex relation-
th the Ministry of Educa-

\

tion. I think if we have a closer
relationship, we will be able to
have more influence when it
comes to the ministry’s policies.
It will be an area whereby AUSA
can help facilitate and influence
relevant discussions across the
country

WOULD YOU BE PREPARED T0 CAMPAIGN
IN A PENIS SUIT, AS SOME PREVIOUS
CANDIDATES HAYE DONE?

Under other circumstances I
would certainly consider it. But
I don't believe that this is neces-
sary for this campaign.

RACHEL BURNETT

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR EDUCATION
VICE-PRESIDENT?

The EVP needs to be hard-work-
ing, hard-hitting and unintimidat-
ed, which are criteria | believe 1
can fulfill. I've been a student rep
on Senate, the Library Commit-
tee and in various other matters
this year, as well as being around
AUSA for a good few years now.
The variety of roles the EVP gets
to play in communication be-
tween students and the Univer-
sity was appealing to me. I want
to bring what I have learnt about
the way the University works
with all its interconnecting com-
mittees, sub-sub-sub-documents

and acronyms to those roles. I |

want to be active in my advo-

cacy of students and do some- |

thing meaningful with my love of
e-mails, agendas and University.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE ROLE ENTAILS?
WHY IS [T IMPORTANT?

There are up to 25 possible com-
mittees and boards that the EVP
could sit on next year. Quite of-
ten, the EVP is the only or cne cf
two students included in these

representative allowed to sit on

Council next year (cheers Edi- |
ucation Amendment Bill No 2), |
it's really important that the EVP |

at the Commuttee level picks up

on any petential issues for stu- |

dents and advocates in a very
beld way. If the EVP can do that,
student concerns will already
be well established by the tme
Council decides on anything,
and the cne student rep allowed
on Council won't have to battle
so hard to get these concerns

| heard.

The EVP role covers everything
from teaching and learning

quality to preserving art ar- |

chives, from disciplinary mat-
ters to the funding of Shadows.
It's important that the Naison
between the students and the
University is consistently work-
ing in a way which benefits stu-
dents in all these aspects of the
University, and an engaged EVP
can provide that consistent ad-

vocacy-

WHAT WILL Y0U D0 AS EVP 20152

Do my msea!ch. ask tOugh ques-
tions, endeavour to always be

one step ahead and dedicate
myself to the best possible out-
come for students. More specifi-

| cally, I want to set up a reporting

system for everything that the
EVP does. I would want it to be
based on an academic model,
with announcements, summaries
and perhaps even office hours
for any questicns (you may roll
your eyes at an academic model,

| but you know that it’s scmething

we can all relate tc).

There are sc many things going
cn in thocse meetings that stu-
dents should kncw abcout, from
the beneficial but unadvertised
(did you know there will be TV
and radio archives available to
be streamed from the library
next week?) to the things that
are locking cmuncus and that
we need to be wary of. Univer-
sity committees are particularly
talented when it comes to hid-
ing things that affect students in
amongst the staff intranet and
inaccessible documents. A re-
portng system would bring ev-
erything possible to light and

| introduce mcre accountability to

the EVP and cother members of
the comumittees.

WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO CAMPAIGN
N A PENIS SUIT, AS SOME PREVIOUS
CANDIDATES HAVE DONE?

1 wouldn't want to admit that
campaigning in a penis suit is
something that would sway the
voting public. However, I've pret-
ty much rearranged my degree
and postgrad stuff to (hopefully)
be EVP, so | suppose wearing a
penis suitis only one step further.
Is there a collectively owned pe-
nis suit hiding somewhere?

cramnll-a
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FITHESSFEATRE
JUMP

BY ISABELLE RUSSELL

UESDAY CAN OFTEN BE PREFACED WITH

“cheap” or “student”. Discount-

ed mid-week movies make for an
ideal outing, especially during the colder
months, but if you're feeling in the mood
for a more active way to spend an after-
noon or evening, there's JUMP. $10 Student
Tuesdays are on offer at the fairly recently
established chain of JUMP Trampoline Parks
in East Tamaki and the North Shore. In other
Auckland suburbs, there's Uptown Bounce
in Grey Lynn or Extreme Trampoline in
Onehunga. Part children’s birthday location
(reminiscent of Chipmunks except the walls
probably aren't coated in as much saliva),

part preteen Laserforce alternative. Or, for |

even bigger kids like me, there's the fitness
fad aspect. Essentially, it sounded like a fun
and novel way to hang out with mates that
didn't involve binging on TV shows, or food,
or both.

We slip on our grippy JUMP-branded socks
and cautiously stride onto the trampolines.

After several minutes of test jumps, we find
our footing and we're away! We l.>oux'1ce
as high as we can, grinning and giggling
breathlessly in mid-air. The magic of JUMP
is that you just can't help but feel like a kid
again, even when towering over all of the
other jumpers around you. Flipping and
catapulting ourselves into the foam pit, after
a careful scan of the area to make sure there
are no bobbing children's heads, we're
rearing to go again, but then, I'm stuck. With
wildly flailing limbs I sink further into the
quicksand of squishy cubes until finally I
scramble out and pull myself over the edge,
panting heavily. A little boy watches, silent-
ly judging.

JUMP is a two-in-one workout: 60 minutes
of almost non-stop bouncing combined
with ab-chiseling guffawing as we tumble
all over the yellow and purple surfaces.
Be prepared to sweat! My red-faced adult
friends and I took quick breathers on the
side as endlessly energetic kangaroo chil-
dren bounded past us.

It's also worth noting that JUMP is probably
not for the accident prone. Twisted ankles
and aching backs from the sudden, jolting

landingls on the harg oot
trampoli
evers an?l:t?:nr:;ugh al POSsi:i':ii:g 5
St fupy,
p.

The sheer joy that Come
around a giant indooy pla o5
your seven-year-olq self,
.memories of schoo) boun 5
Ingovertoafriend'sp) %
trampoline come nox;:;?;,“:ey loug.%
hand, JUMP taps into your mcn -On‘
on the other, you can pxactical‘; o
p.rematurely creaking jointg uy o
glse your next moves withoy my:u' "
of the sprightly kids Springing weih;h ¥
from mat to mat. From the d<>dgebgmue‘tv
and basketball hoops to the foam p; °°m1
walls and trampolines covering vi ke
surfaces of the converteq wax\v-.h‘;uu?:?.l
time is guaranteed. One unlucky mnr:cl::
was quite literally floored after taking a (pj.
low-soft, luckily) dodgeball to the face by
an overenthusiastic grown man,

If you're looking for a way to mix up your
workout regime or just want to have a bitof
fun with some mates, JUMP (or one of the
other venues) will put a real spring in yor
step and is 100% worth checking out.

CAFEREVEW
CIRCUS CIRCUS

BY CAPTAIN EACON AND SERGEANT SPINACH

HIS WEEK'S REVIEW COMES TO YOU AS AN

amalgamation of experiences at

one of Captain Bacon and Sergeant
Spinach's absolute favourites: Circus Cir-
cusithBden.lthasbeenouxlocal(oxa
number of years, and has hosted many an
outpouring of both laughter and tears, It
w‘as home to a first date with a gorgeous
Irishman, who was half an hour Jate (props
to the waiter for being straight-up enough
to ask if CB been stood up). It has provided
the location to cry over uni assignments and
bw one's face in cake, hell, it's even borne
witness to conversations about everythi
from anal-retentive mothers to anal sex, No

301539 45 Craccum

matter what the occasion, Circus has always
been the perfect place, morning or night,
rain or shine.

| A bright red corner-building festooned

with fairy lights and lions outside the en-
trance, this lively and popular café has
been warming our cockles since ages ago.
We became bona fide addicts sometime
around second year, when we were too old
and too cool to go town on the regular, but
hadn't yet become chained to our desks in
the library. We've changed a fair bit since
then, but Circus hasn't changed much at all.
They do breakfast, lunch, dinner and, our
ia‘vourite. dessert, This is the place for late
night cake, whether at the end of a date or
the end of a relationship,

The brealfasts, especially the waffles, are
good, and their mushrooms on toast is leg-
endary. The lunch offerings are also good
- choose from the cabinet sandwiches and
qmcfxet ©r go for the menu options, There's
nothing particularly fancy or exciting, but it
is solid. We ghould also give special men-
smn to the muffins, which are good for shar-
ing or going the whole hog alone,

'lu‘?ebe ;d!:?eﬂ' we've not had a lot of joy on
me:l > ttedly Igw) Occasions we'ye ven-
'te for dinner, put there’s a good

:;e::;) rm.h options for éveryone. The range
€8 means you'd be get for a cosy

meeting, or a noisy squad catch-up. They're
licensed so you can have a few wné
too, plus there’s an excellent selection of
frappes for the sober-drivers of those Wit
an extra sweet tooth.

All in all, Circus Circus is an old friend
one that remembers you when youd";:
all chubby cheeks and a bowl cuts anedqt
doesn'’t push you too far beyo.nd :w ot
It's great for a laugh, 2 hug, a buﬂlo::'m g
or a pity party. Trot along ﬁ'on_\ mmdy
night and they’'ll have you {eelmg
action in the Big Top in no time.

TOP TIPS
OROER THE BANOFFEEPIE NO REGRETS, VEL

FOR THOSE LESS BANAHA-IOCISW-
CARROT CAKE ARE ALSD WIKNERS-

NN'IMTHEIIWIW mlllm o
NEVER FEAR IF YOUR TABLEISH TNEXT
GLY BLANKETS ARE PROVIOED.

REMEMBER THAT AL THE LDYE
MAYEARN A WY SWILEFOR %% il
CONVERSATINS, BUT 10U MA ’

DIGNTY). p—

BE SURE 70 LOOK UP. A CERAMIC
MAY LURK DIRECTLY ABOVE. o ol % g
(L w#

FINALLY, GO 70 THE BATHROOM. ‘usl!l

. TROUBLES YOU CANE Loce
mos uwawu ey PRAAFE
BRILLIANT,




80 70 GRINCH REAL FAST

1 LOREN NCCMm

o KNOW THOSE THINGS TRAT JUST ANNOY

the heck out of you? Like there is
absolutely no logical reason they

uld, but for some reason some small ac-
’-ho ’ some unsuspecting, well-meaning
non";:r of the public flicks a switch inside
m(eyou {hat sends you into barely contained
:ontortions of anger. You start writing en-
tire speeches in your head that you have
rehearsed 8O well and so often you could
pust them out at a moment's notice to ch‘.u‘
tise some poor innocent who was just doing
what they had to do to get along, and some-
how stepped on your invisible toes. Well.
I for one have spouted far too many such
tirades in my head to keep them there, so

here you go.

The worst thing in the entire universe by
my standards is a slow walker. They are
literally the bane of my life. You know the
ones I mean, they dawdle slowly in front of
you, stand in doorways, change their minds
about where they are going and just gener-
ally get in the way. I don’t know about you
slow walkers, but some of us have things to
do. You can see slow walkers coming from
miles off and it is a military exercise to
navigate around them. Look at it this way, a
footpath is like a scaled down version of the
road. What side of the road do we drive on?
The left. If you are going to be slow, stay to
the side so the sports cars and boy racers
can overtake you. It is really not that hard.
Y'all can drive, so why the heck can't you
walk? Surely it should be easier to steer
some kgs of flesh compared to a tonne of

Steel, but some would fail their walking li-
cence straight off the bat.

Adding to the list of incredibly annoying pet

peeves is when something is referred to as
salad when it is not in fact salad at all. For
example, lettuce-less seafood salad. NOT A
SALAD. Roast vege salad. NOT A SALAD. In
my opinion, even fruit salad is marginal. It re-
duces salad to mean ‘a whole lot off random
stuff chucked together in a pile’ in which
case, the lounge in my flat is a salad also. I
it lacks traditional salad markers such as let-
tuce, don’t kid yourself, it's not a salad.

Also super annoying; people that wear
makeup to the gym. Let's be honest here,
I'm truly just salty because you get to look
hot while I'm a sweaty, red faced, shrivelled
mess hiding in the corner and attempting
to avoid eye contact with anyone attractive.
I don’t understand how it even stays on your

“SURELY IT SHOULD BE

EASIER T0 STEER SOME KBS

OF FLESH COMPARED T0 A
TONNE OF STEEL..”

LIFESTYLE

face? My one attempt at wearing make up
to the gym left me crying mascara out of my
eyes for hours and taught me that sweatis a
decent substitute for makeup remover if you
are ever running short. Another gym relat-
ed pet peeve, people smoking by the fresh
air vents outside. I'm totally happy for you
to fill your lungs with tar but pretty please
with protein powder on top don't force the
people who are making a conscious deci-
sion to exercise their lungs to share your
smoke. You can have it all, we really don't
want any. Several times in the past month
my nose has alerted me to a suspected fire
in the vicinity only to realise the only things
actually burning were someone’s cigarette
and my quads.

Now this one I know I'm not alone on: the
people that literally take 25 years to text
you back. You text them to see if they want
to catch up for coffee and in the time it takes
them to reply you have graduated, moved
to the suburbs and are pregnant with your
third child. These pecple just don’t seem to
have the same concept of time as the gener-
al population and unless there is an urgent
text from you, will not uncommonly receive
a reply eight hours later. Eight hours of an-
gry tirade in your head about the youth these
days who are so cbsessed with their phones
but can’t even text you back and... suddenly
you are scunding like your mother and have
to take a few breaths and play it cool.

It is absclutely ridiculous how easily tiny
things like this can change you from zero
to grinch in a second. But let’s make sure

v we keep these grinchy gripes to curselves,

practice those tirades in our heads not out
loud, maybe cne day all that practice will
pay off and you'll get to write abcut it in
Craccum. But for ncw, chill out, smell the
roses and enjoy your really long, really slow
dawdle to class.

S
m FRY

‘{morcoomouxmmrl

::n do not possess. In fact, it takes
ey :o sgvexal burnt dishes and fits
'emotety . dl: In order to create something
il l‘ble. Combine this with assign-
destingy l; e.n:nf-i sleepless nights and it's
thy of u\ an epic catastrophe wor-
h%l%ne o SMtation, My only saviour is the
Lwidy g kry, 2 fool-proof dish that even
%I ¥ Cooking illiteracy, cannot screw
M :)93 °l, helping fellow cooking

. @ decided to share my recipe

SERVES: 4
INGREDIENTS

300GM PACK OF STIR-FRY VEGETASLES

1 TBSP VEGETABLE OIL

2 TBSP SOY SAUCE

SMALL PIECE OF FRESH GINGER

1 TBSP LEMON JUICE

1 CLOVE GARLIC

1 TBSP CHILI PASTE

2 TBSP CHOPPED FRESH CORIANDER TO GARNISH

METHOD

1. Crush garlic, peel and grate the ginger.

2. Place the wok on medium heat.

3. Once hot, mix together the vegetables
with ginger, lemon juice, soy sauce, gar-

lic, and chilli until soft.
4. Garnish with the coriander and serve
with rice, noodles, or just by itself.

\f Craccum. ssit i5 31




USE YOUR VOICE!

uto le
tor for yo : et

that. Someone who
world around them and improves
lives of others.

some one at
ly about the
it, who contributes to the
At times, this feels like a pretty crushing
burden. How are you supposed to make the
world a better place whenyou can't even find
the right rule about how to correctly footnote
a parliamentary debate in your essay? And
what's the point of thinking critically when
you don'tevenhwww!wtoemailwitha
complaint about the bunged lock on the es-
say hand-in box, and the university website
only redirects you to a FAQ page?

Much as it is supposed to broaden our hori-
zons, at imes it feels like studying at universi-
ty does the opposite. When you go to look for
answers in a practical sense, the university
stretches out before you like a giant, inacces-
sible labyrinth of ideas hemmed in by rules.
Sometimes, the sheer size of the university
and the student body make you feel dwarfed
by insignificance. If you can’t even work out
this tiny part of your life, how will you work
out the rest? And if everyone else here wants
to make a difference too, why should you
bother?

But much as we've all {felt that way, forgetting
that you have a voice and that you can and
should use it is a dangerous path to follow.
Don't make me recite that twee poem: “First
they came for the Trade Unionists, but I was

R dent, your
ianist. o A & B
not a Trade UR 9 sercising it even in

matter, and e .
- affect not only your life, but

nts around you and

voice d
small ways can

jves of those stude
tt:zs:v:et to come. Ofter, it takes only @ small

i ake a change that will

{ your voice to ™ ‘
use_:ﬂ;‘" impact another's assignment, d'ay,
weemal k, year Don't underestimate the tiny
' s you make: if you'd just had a clearer
ey wouldn't that have

i a better style guide, .
i 8 1 that much petter? And if your

u fee
e t that much better, then how

whole class fel
much better would we all feel on net?

So what's the first step to using your student
voice?

NZUSA LEARNER PANELS

The more we club together, the louder our
combined voices become. The New Zealand
Union of Students’ Association is the national

body responsible for advancing student in-

terests. But to be a loud voice, they need to
listen to your voice.

That's why they want to hear from you. The
Learner Advisory Panels are open now, and
allow students to provide feedback on tertiary
education and student support issues, as well
as other issues affecting them. The commit-
ment is small — limited to six online feedback
rounds per year at student-friendly times.
But while your commitment may seem tiny,
the gains can be big. Previously, issues with
the number of calls Studylink dropped were
raised. Following student feedback, NZUSA
worked with Studylink to halve phone wait-
ing times and reduce the number of dropped
calls from over 800,000 in 2013 to 8,000 in 015.
That's a 99% drop, and it was only possible be-
cause of the panel participants.

So what is there to lose? Not much — this is ba-
sically an excuse to have a giant online bitch
session, with someone other than an anony-
mous Telecom (sorry, “Spark”) facebook bot
reading your complaints. So sign up online,
have a whinge, and feel like you've done your

partl Go to WWw.student
get involved. wre

CLASS REPRESENTATIygg

Many of the Universityy

could be easily fixed, Md“:‘nw g,m
be, the reason they still exig :.yb.' ty
student has felt empowereq ¢ “\MM%
them out yet. But every clagg ::s“ghbh ‘
to make this process easier, Hereyyy ™
sage: use your class rep, tkeyy,,

0y by
L}

Do you think 18% of your grade
cated to a group assignment whers o0
no control over your group mem:m
not fair? Do you really need an exn e
socket in your lecture theatre? py ™~
your lecturer would just use .ude,h,:'u
every other lecturer and please &
learn to upload them to CECIL? I knoy
think it — we all are - but tell your clag
rather than your poor abused W:
see if something productive can be dez
about it. Even if it doesn't help You, it mig
help the next cohort of students.

Feel like you're game for a bigger challery
than just talking to your class rep? Try bezg
a class rep. Next time, don’t make the lectrs
threaten to pick someone. Put up your hax
before she even asks for nominations. Bezy
a class rep is valuable, so you should makz
that clear. Plus, it looks great on your CVard
at the end of the year we even throw all &

reps a great party.

AUSA ELECTIONS

Surely if you've made it through Craccun &
far then you've seen the spiel. We need
to run for election. Where Detter 10 mah:
difference than the students’ '

Put your hand up, throw you* hat m‘luuw'
and give it a go.You don't need prf "
rience — only the experience of bewd**
dent. Check out more at

elections.

Learner Advisory

Panels
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fAOM THE PRESIDENT

n seasoN AT AUSA AcamN, anp,
as always, there'll be a number of can-
idates looking for your vote. The ,,e?_
- olect the 2016 AUSA Officers will
jace this week, and nominations close
take P portlolio positions on Friday at 3pm.
o jved in student democracy by voting,
Ge; i:"v;ou'n interested, we want you to con-
.n ol

gider running for a position!

YoTE

Each and every AUSA member has the rig'ht
{o vote in our elections and choose' who will
represent you.Voting is immense}y unportam
- your choice will influence the priorities and
capacities of AUSA for 2016, and the eve-nts,
services and representation that we provide.
It's also super easy — just pop along to any
election booth during the times listed on
page 35 and show your student ID with your
AUSA membership sticker.

The Auckland University Students’ Associa-
tion has a long, proud history, and the elected
Executive members are a huge part of that.
Being an Executive member of the Auckland
University Students’ Association is a unique
opportunity at this University — very few, if
any, student roles carry the responsibility of
overseeing and being actively involved in an
organisation with multiple permanent staff
members, an annual turnover of around $1.5
nillion dollars, and a huge range of activities

and projects. If you're interested, we'd love
you to run!

t's FLECTIO

tion to 8

Any AUSA member can be nominated for
election, and, as an Executive member of

A‘-I‘SA. you would have several important
roles:

s ) R\.

DON'T LET A TURKEY
REPRESENT YoU!

Nominations will open on Monday, d
Alfred Street. Nominations close at 3.00pm on Friday.

GOVERNANCE

As a member of the Executive, you have a di-
rect role in governance of the organisation.
Your decisions drive the strategic direction
of AUSA, and you will have direct input into
decisions that AUSA makes in a number of ar-
eas. You will be part of the team responsible
for almost everything we do - no small task!

REPRESENTATION

As an Executive member, you are a direct stu-
dent representative at several levels. Many
of our Executive members are elected to be
representatives of certain student groups, but
all are expected to convey the student voice.
You will represent students at AUSA Executive
meetings, but also to Universityin a variety of
forms. We appoint student representatives to
a number of University committees, and Ex-
ecutive members are frequently involved. We
advocate for students directly in a number of
different realms, and the opportunity always
exists to do more! It’s not the most glamorous
work, but it’s interesting, and you can make a
real impact.

PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION

The AUSA Executive aren’t just governors
and representatives, but also play a crucial
practical role in our activities — you’ll need
to right in the frontlines! You could gain valu-
able experience in helping dream up and
run events, helping co-ordinate our member-
ship drive, working on our media and mar-
keting, working on our direct student welfare
provision efforts, and much, much more. The
best part? You'll be able to play a core role
with real responsibility in driving these proj-
ects, and it'll often be on a scale that very few
other student positions can offer.

If you are interested in running for any of
these portfolios then check out www.ausa.

org.nz/elections, or pop into AUSA House for
a chat with the current officers, or even just

AUSA

directly email the current Executive member
in each portfolio as we'd love to hear from
you! Contact details can be found at www.

ausa.org.nz/about/your-executive.

Nominations close on Friday 7 August at
3pm, and are open to any current AUSA
members. It's not too late to sign up — just visit
AUSA Reception at 4 Alfred Street, or sign up
online at www.ausa.org.nz.

WHAT CAN YOU RUN FOR?

Clubs and Societies Officer: Represent and
safeguard the interests of clubs

Culture and Arts Officer: Run and oversee
cultural and artistic activities

Environmental Affairs Officer: Run AUSA's
environmental projects and lobbying

Grafton Representative: Represent and serve
Crafton students

Internaticnal Students’ Officer: Represent and
serve international students

Media Officer- Manage and oversee the vari-
ous forms of media that AUSA operates

Political Engagement Officer: Organise and
promote student political engagement

Queer Richts Officer: Revresent and serve
queer students

Student Forum Chair: Run weekly student
consultation fora

Tamaki Representative: Represent and serve
Tamak: students

Women's Rights Officer: Represent and serve
female students

Craccum Editor: Edit Craccum!

Notice is hereby given for Nominations of

A EXECUTIVE
gg&%é&%ﬂ@ POSITIONS

Clubs and Societies Officer, Culture and Arts Officer, _Enwonmentol. .
Representative (Must be a Grafton Student], Infernational Students' Officer, Media Officer,

Political Engagement Officer, Queer Righ

ts Officer, Student Forum Chair, Tamaki Representative

(Must be a Tamaki Student), Women's Rights Officer, Craccum Editor

or their nomination will be ruled invalid. = AUSA Returning Officer

WWW.AUSA.ORG.NZ/ELECTIONS

4pm, Nomination forms will be available from AUSA Reception, 4
A MR 7 August 2015. They must be handed in fo AUSA Reception only.

hxcommmmmumwmwmﬁmcmmmummwwm

students of the University of Auckland only »
of current enrolment, and any other required information,

must be members of AUSA. Accordingly, all nominees must present proof
o - to the Returning Officer no later than the close of nominations,

SERVING STUDENTS

Craccum. issst 15+ 33
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AUSA

PRESIDENT

J

MATTHEWS, WILL

KOMIRATCR: GEMMA PLARK
SECONDERS: ISOBEL GLEDHILL, MATTHEW
DE LEEUW

Kia Ora Koutou,

My name isWill Matthews,and I am
seeking your vote for AUSA Presi-
dent in 2016.

To make AUSA relevant to stu-
dents in the era of Vohmtary Stu-
dent Membership we need to show
that we are standing up for student
interests. Students suffer in Auck-
land as the cost of hving skyrockets
while student support is either cut
or remains too low. As President,
I will run strong campaigns with
strong end goals based on these
issues.

Most students know AUSA for
our Welfare and Advocacy ser-
numbers of students every week.
However, as President, I will also
prioritise other welfare and ad-
vocacy issues relating to equity
groups, such as disabled and queer
students, and groups like student
parents, to ensure that their time at
our University is easy and painless.

As Administrative Vice Pres-
ident this year, I have driven
much-needed changes in the
makeup of our Executive, including
the creation of a Political Engage-
ment Officer. However, there is
more work to do in reforming AU-
SA's Executive. As President, I will
ensure that all of AUSA's internal
functions and organisations are up
to date and operating as they are
meant to, ensuring that the Asso-
ciation’s vital services are able to
continue.

For these reasons, a vote for me
is a vote for a President who will
ensure the engagement, represen-
tation and safety of all students,

34 . 15306 15 Craccum—

ADMINISTRATIVE
VICE-PRESIDENT

GLEDHILL, ISOBEL

KOMIKATOR: PAUL SMITH
%CI%H‘ERS: BEN KIRKPATRICK, RUAWAI

MADZIVA, MICHAEL

NOMINATOR: TIAHU MARTYN
SECORDERS: ROSIE SEARLE, YAN TAN
DANNY LAM

AUSA OFFIGER ELEC)

EDUCATION VICE-
PRESIDENT

N

BURNETT, RACHEL
NOMINATOR: JESSICA SToREy

SECONDERS: P L Z
WS AUL SMITH, WILL iy

I'm currently AUSA Cultural Af-
fairs Officer and a third year
Law/BA student. I've been in-
wvolved in AUSA for two and a
half years as a delegate and
exec member, so the success of
the association and fulfilling our
commitment to students is really
important to me.

The AVP has to ensure that ev-
erything is running smoothly
at AUSA so we can continue im-
proving how we support you.
Next year, the AVP will need to
oversee many changes in AUSA's
structure. I believe I have the or-
ganisational experience to un-
dertake it all.

Putting on great O-Weeks and
events throughout the year is one
of the most satisfying aspects of
AUSA. I'm excited to make our
events bigger and better, and
work with the rest of the exec
and volunteers to support proj-
ects they want to take on.

Communication is an area AUSA
can definitely improve on, so this
will be a top priority. It's a shame
students aren't always aware
of what AUSA gets up to, but at
the same time, we could do a lot
more to get your views and use
them to make sure we're getting
it right.

What's up, my name is Michael
Madziva and I'm running for Edu-

cation Vice-President. Yes we can |
isn't just what Obama said when |

he was running for president in
2008.Yes we can isn’t just the Scot-
tish National Party's slogan for the
1997 United Kingdom general
election (thanks Wikipedia). Yes
we can is a call to unite because
it's ime to get ready for a fight.

As EVPIvall fight to make sure that

« We have a more collaborative
relationship with the university

« All students have a compre-
hensive guide on how to effec-

tively use study-link

» We actively engage with the

Universities are the cornerstone o
culture, critical thought and con-
munity, which is why I have w-
unteered at AUSA for three year,
including sitting on Senate, Library
Committee and other sub-comm-
tees this year. I have been arownd
for the re-shuffle of AUSA positiors,
FAR project implementation &d
the battle for student represent
tion on Council. I know what v

| need to fight for and which Ine d
| fire is the most strategic.

government on tertiary pol- |

icies with special regard to
Fees and the Tertiary Educa-
tion Strategy 2014-19

Here's the thing. I'm not going to

don’t have a blue telephone box
to take me into the future. What I
can guarantee is that I will fight
for us. I will fight for what we

want and what we need. Most |

importantly I will fight with ever

fibre of my being to make sure |

that our voice is heard by this

University, by the Government |

and by the Country.

Vote Madziva for EVP

guarantee that everything I run | ery meeting I WO

| ; . est
for will be achieved because I | is paramount; €

| munication with

| Shadows an
| speare.

I've learnt not to underestna®
the EVP job: I've arranged 7
degree to give as m\-xch nmll::
possible to the position ife
ed. The impact that an eng?
and hard-working EVP ¢ *::
is also not to be underestim?
I care enough and have':w‘“
enough acronyms not i
bamboozled by roomful:n ol
ademics: I have asked )
continue to ask quest v
ing back t0 students
porting 1d have o
jshind
h:tude“” °’
asily acce

all matters that is €2 © e

ble and goes WO WeY®

" my main prionity’

and ¥
You all deserve to knd: Ul“"’
listened to abou!
sity's plans wil #
from teaching

from academic P
d s
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Notice of Polling Booth
Times for 2016 Officers’
Election

(
< " Will be held on Tuesday 4, Wednesday 5
AN CUTFIELD, DEAN and Thursday 6 August 2015
NOMINATOR: ZACHARY PENMANCHAMBERS
JONES, I’Ell!llll’rimms SECONDERS: Y1 LUN LIU, EMMA FIRMSTON
KOMINATOR: WILL MA - )
* TESSA NADEN, BERNARD Hi body, I'm Dean Cutfield
i s the- vt UK isesizse soa TUESDAY 4TH AUG
ning again for the role for 2016.
Kia ora, This thrilling role is an important Quad ]1-4
It's getting harder and harder to | one interms of its need for a can- Kafe Edgefllnfon'nqhon Commons 11-4
be a student. The astronomical | didate who can. financially plan Owen Glenn Building 10.30-11.30
rents, overpriced public trans- | and interpret important finan- Med School 10-12

port fares, food prices, or just the | cial documents, it also requires
cost of study itself, it all adds up. that the individual be able to
communicate and support other

I'm Penny, and I want to be your | officers in ensuring AUSA is run WE[D)NESDAY ﬁH AU@

Welfare Vice-President for 2016. effectively. Having been elected

for the role in 2015 a staggering
Afweﬂaxevalwm increase fund- | victory against no confidence Quad !1.4
raising throughout the year to main- | has given me a firm grasp on the Kate Edger /Information Commons 11-6
lan and upkeep the basic emer- | role. I am currently in my fifth Owen Glenn Building 10.30-11.30
gency services for students, suchas | year as a BA/BCom student and Tamaki 11-1

the foodbank and Hardship Grant | during this year I have also been
mﬁ{’pﬁmd?ns for grants | the treasurer of the Arts Students
iy MW\Q. and thiswill | Association and the Philosophy

Services accessible to | Society. In terms of a platform I THU%DAY 6TH AU@

far
more students than ever before. hope to improve the transparen-
cy of AUSA’s financial position to Quad 11-4

We Qn hm hoN P
: shitty the weeks | its executive and to students in -
209 up 10 exarms are - Welfare general and further our ability Kate Edger /Information Commons 11-4

Km&w& some | to achieve our goals in the most Qwen Glenn Building 10.30-11.30
develop ang b tsface.Iwill | efficient ways. It is important Epsom 1-3
0t AUSA exam Upon the cur- | that AUSA is able to continue its
. stress scheme in | ability to speak on behalf of the

Place ang
- “\dintroduce free by Tk
during ipe reakfasts | student body, advocate for indi-
inbop first ::ek of studyleave | vidual students and help those « Only current AUSA Members may vote.
g T o by et [ 18 20ed ol weltare: suppont 8 « You must present your Student ID card

Sbreakagt w m“m'mng about | well as throw large scale events.
Pressweison! | 1 want to do this with hard work

(with 2015 sticker on) to the polling staff
Bxtry Altention and dedication, elect me be your when you vote.

Qven 1q R and support will be bean counter
« You must be an AUSA member as of

i ity portfol; :
m:;r*;mopm:ﬁ 3pm, 31July 2015.
or discyse; \ .
A ona e - Bob Lack, AUSA Returning Officer
%
7'0:: p(::mbett(et student services
iz Y Vi s WWWAUSAORGNZ/ELECTIONS /LIS

.\ Craccum, tssut 15 - 35




e ¥ B

%‘
4

RANKING BANTER: LOCATING
MY FUNNY BONE
ot

TEINE POO Is EnirIovs. My rounow Craccom

writers do not. They like to think that their |

wit transcends such base-level human im-
pulses. In their minds they are the next Wil-
de, the next Hitchens, the next Amis. In reali-
ty, they just yell unintelligibly into the clouds
of cigarette smoke that engulf their prema-
turely Lined faces and firush every sentence
by saying “banter” with an imphed full stop,
always. I'm not saying shit-humour is always
good. A lot of the time it i1s a bit, well, shit
- especially when dragged out in (usually
American) films as a last-ditch attempt to
remain in the comedy genre. See such dire
examples as Grown Ups 2, in which a ful-
ly-growm man is made to look like he is shit-
ting out chocolate soft serve. Dire. Not ban-
ter. But yes, I'll admut, 2 well-told poo-related
anecdote has the power to tickle my meta-
phorical pickle, and this makes me some-
what of a paniah in these intellectual circles.
Andlcun‘tquneﬁguxeomwimismh’ng
mehngh.udwhywehvesuchmjordﬂ-
ferences in comedic preferences.

lntheuuespxndxueuchandinnovmon,!
Googled “why do we find thungs funny”. I'm
gomgloﬂhehﬂmthnyw,;ee_hppm-
1y, Plato and Aristotle have the oldest ideas on
this.‘l'lzeyzecbnedmnhumuﬁndhumom
in the misfortune of others. This is branded
the Superiority Theory, and you don't have 1o
spend long on FAILBlog 10 see that they kind of
had 2 point. What I can gather from this is that
we biologically derive pleasure out of people
hurtng themselves or messing up because
it means that we are higher up on the food
chain!hanthem.&ndnsdoun\wconm{ox
lll!heothuleulmagommmg.mhm
at. Freud dipped his toes in the discussion by
suggesting the Relief Theory, wherein hy-
mour was said 10 be a release valve for our
dirty nudge-nudge wink-wink jokes, but not
much ehe.'l’hencam.m.h“wm
ory.wlﬁchsnbmmedthnmhm”m'
that surprise s and violate our expectations,
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Perhaps the most plausible of all these ex-
planations is the Benign Violation Theory,
which suggests that humour is produced
when something seems wrong or unsettling
but is actually benign. Comedy is created
when we are confronted with things that make
us uncomfortable, but our brain registers that

| they cannot actually cause us harm. Maybe

that's why people indulge in poo-humour - it
makes us squirm but there's no chance that
we're actually going to be covered in the,
ahem, subject matter. Or why controversial
comedians such as Louis C.K. or Amy Schum-
er have such large followings; they bring up
issues that make us squirm, but we laugh be-
cause we can't be hurt by them. On the other
side of the coin, it could also perhaps explain
why some people simply can't stand these
comedians or their jokes about sensitive is-
sues such as abortion, abuse or cancer. Some
think that they do have the capacity to cause
harm by either triggering upsetting mem-
ories or perpetuating harmful stereotypes,
opinions and cultures. Thus they are arguably
not benign, so some audience members do
not experience the same sense of relief that
manifests itself in laughter.

:Ixeahsethattmsuﬁcleis:mmg' to look

lik:etheeuayldidtort!moneAnﬂuopology
couneltookbackinﬁntyear—essenﬁally
justphgiuinngnometheoxiesandnoueall
eominqdooeuowygenuinenndeum\ding
(thisisnoudiqazAnduo;lwujustbadatit).
Humouxis.oinnnqiblemdvuiablemalit'll
takealotmozethanpmphxmnganuﬁclel
bundintheNewYozkenoundemandwhere
x:tnems(xomh'l probably more worthwhile to
)mhvenhzypondexwhalyoulpedﬁcauy
_ﬁndiunny.lndwhyt!moouldbe.'l'he(ollow-
mqnm.usua..mtoluuupauem

ERO Bible (also known by their more literal
names,

y worthless things, M

::oml layou.me is BuzzFeed'’s "l:uP?moez
Tha Look Like ing Tatum”, I wish | were
joking. | have ranked different kinds of hy-
n\ourbommlolewhumy.u\dlhopeﬁm

this actually warrants the use
need to tell you that this in e
opinion - you are reading Cra

Ofllin‘[dm
nUrely my on
ccum after 3

COMPLETELY COMPREHENSIVE
AND INFALLIBLE R
FUNNIEST TYPES ﬂAFN#l'l’#Eﬂ?lim

1. SATIRE

Examples: TV shows The Thick of It and
Last Week Tonight With John Oliver; fims
Dr Strangelove, This Is Spinal Tap and In the
Loop; authors Carl Hiaasen and Christopher
Brookmyre; and too many comedians to st
but Amy Schumer’s sketches “Football Tow
Nights" and “A Very Realistic Military Gane®
are particularly dark - please note a tngge
warning for these ones.

Laughter Rating: 100%. What's notto hhw
exposing all things evil, ridiculous and neTP*
tent about our societyinthewnﬁeslwpz
ble?Saﬁreisperhapsmtmeldndth:‘;’
will elicit deep bellylaughs.bﬂi_ﬂ“‘u:m#
your brain is too busy both finding
Mmlyandtlmudngcriﬁcally.mwll

2. ABSURDITY

ally A%
Examples: Monty Python (i-:x;;"‘w
Now For Something Comple - Dife o
Airplane!, Austin Powers, €© poh pe#
Fielding (far better on panel "W‘cco"" o o
in his stand-up routines, by 8l
local comedian Hamish Par ‘

to
Laughter Rating: 90%. Notat :nu' . poud®
taste, but surreal, absurdr::"‘ - pod
in stitches. The!

leave me in chhe oty .
being thrown into a umm”"'u,
lutely no sense of context

2 1
Sometimes, though, 1 just 4%

3. WITTY REPARTEE
g. The Bt

Examples: Panel show o Week
best, particularly Mock & Localf
to You and 8 out of 10 Cat

flashes of utter brilliance: "

many Pledicuble/vaguely




pe entirely to my taste.

Laughter Rating: 75%. Consistent chuckles
with the occasional loud guffaw. This is also
{he most enjoyable kind of humour to partic-
ipatein, I reckon.

4, SCATOLOGICAL HUMOUR

Examples: This is a fancy name for a fondness
for obscenity, particularly sexual or excre-
ment-based. See Fat Bastard in Austin Powers,
any Adam Sandler movie ever, and Chaucer’s
The Miller's Tale, if you're in the mood for
butt-humour loosely disguised as culture.

Laughter Rating: 50%. This one's really hit-or-
miss. Can leave me gasping for air or groaning
and covering my eyes. It's all in the delivery.

. ONE-LINERS

Examples: “I think that God, in creating man,

Somewhat overestimated his ability” — Oscar

Wilde, “Suppose you were an idiot. And sup-

::.:':x Wen? a member of Congress. But I

i bm)"sel!‘ =Mark Twain. “I never forget a

Glce'pﬁo:: your case I'd be glad to make an
= Groucho Marx.

La;
ughter Rating: 30%. They're cute, but un-

Y 0 garner more than a wry smile. As

said, ohaiti 2 g
Stitute for wig:!_“ ation is a serviceable sub-

iRy
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% The foundation of dad-jokes

the wo :
Py mol'ld. Q:Why did the condom fly
m? A: It was Pissed off.
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0.5%. Grooooooooan.
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\ Rating,
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ANT-MAN (2075

Ir HAS BECOME THE WAY OF THE WORLD THAT
we are treated to a new superhero
movie every six months or so. [ for one
am not complaining. Yet this does make
it supremely difficult to view any such
movie in a vacuum, and the shortcom-
ings of the genre are becoming more
and more conspicuous with each new
addition.

Ant-Man is a hugely fun movie. It has
some stellar comedy sequences, en-
dearing characters, a totally deplorable
villain, and Paul Rudd is so stinking de-
lightful. Yet Ant-Man falls into a trend
that has become all too apparent in the
superhero genre - relegating any wom-
an to be a support for the story of the
central hero. Ant-Man demonstrates this
more than most, as its characters consis-
tently acknowledge that Hope van Dyne
(played by Evangeline Lilly) is ten thou-
sand times more qualified and capable
than Paul Rudd’s Scott Lang, yet she can't
carry out the delicate mission that he is
persuaded to perform, because her fa-
ther wants to protect her.

It doesn't get much more overt than that.
I'm going to stand on my feminist soap-
box and strum on my harp of equality
just for a moment here, so please bear
with me.

In fairness, Hope was never objectified
or victimised, and the plot did not prog-
ress in the routine manner that would
require her to be saved at the hands of
any manin the film,She was a successful
woman, who demanded answers of her
father for the pain he had caused her.
Similarly, in Captain America: The Win-
ter Soldier, Natasha Romanoff (the Black
Widow) was not a reductive femme fa-
tale stereotype; she was shown to have
invaluable knowledge and intelligence |
that no other character possessed. Her 1

undeniable proficiency for kicking ass 5

was not downplayed, but she also knew
the ins and outs of past missions and
SHIELD's history. She knew the most
about the organisation’s technology,
and she knew best how to manipulate
and mitigate it.

The fact of the matter remains that, de-
spite Natasha being a multifaceted char-
acter, and despite the fact that Hope
managed to avoid many of the major
ch-no-no’s of the characterisation of
women in acticn films, women have yet
to receive a platform anywhere near the
spotlight of the current stage for the su-
perhero genre. Marvel have had cone of
the most complex female characters in
their repertoire since the Black Widow
debuted in fron Man 2, but no plan has
been veciced to give her her cwn fran-
chise. Marvel have alsc announced their
films for the next four years, and only a
single one has a woman superhero at the
helm (Captain Marvel in 2018).

“YET ANT-MAN FALLS
INTO A TREND THAT
HAS BEGOME AL T30
APPARENT I THE

SUPERHERD GENRE
RELEGATING ANY WOMAN
T0 BE A SUPPORT FOR THE

STORY F THE CENTRAL

Ant-Man ends with a clip of Hope's father
gifting her the Wasp suit, suggesting that
her character will bring another female
superhero's presence to the Marvel uni-
verse sometime in the future. The two
characters conclude, “It's about damn
time".

Damn right.

REVIEW BY SAMANTHA GIANOTTI
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IN COLOUR JAMIE XX

OU’D MISTAEE THL OPENING BARS OF THE FIRST

track on Jamie xx's debut album,“Gosh",
as some sort of primitive electronic tune with
a thrashing low bass. Repetitive, yes ~ most
electronic instrumental tunes are repetitive,
but it's the build that truly separates the mas-
ters from the mediocrities and Jamie xx truly
knows a build.

Jamie, one-third of critically acclaimed alter-
native band The xx, has created a cinematc
masterpiece of full sounds and kaleidoscopic
ambience. This album has been in the pipe-
Line for a while, eagerly awaited by those who
have latched on to Jamie's underground Lon-
don dance beats after he showed lus talent in

singles “Sleep Sound"” and “Girl”, and even
earlier with his remix collaborative effort
with Gil Scott-Heron.

In Colour is an apt title. Upon listening to this
prism of sound, Jamie throws light and colour
on the textures, contrasting melodies and
multitude of beats. As such, each song has
its own colour — something that synaesthetes
would revel in. You can hear an endless ar-
ray of influences, from the Caribbean steel
drums in “Obvs” to his love of hip-hop in “I
Enow There's Gonna Be (Good Times)”.Some
of this music, like lead single “Loud Places”,
is brilliant for dancing a dorky two-step,
which was the move of the day for Jamie xx as
he played his set at Pitchfork Music Festival
this year. “Loud Places” and “Stranger In A
Room" feature Jamie's fellow bandmates from
The xx - Romy and Oliver, respectively. This

brings a distinct Personal touch to the
and will feel homely to any fan of The xy.

There is also an overwhelming sense olmg
cation in this album, something that does -
does not come as a surprise from an intropen
Jamie is reserved and modest in his e
views, yet he has this capability of drawig
everyone together in a room or at a festn|
with his sets, where even the most introverted
soul can sing along to “I go to loud places/x
search for someone / to be quiet with /v
will take me home".

On the whole, it's an album to explore and®
fully immerse oneself in. Jamie presens
with a kind of wistful escapism that is ey
achieved on a debut album.

DRONES MUSE
s il

USE MAKES THEIR RETURN AFTER & THREL-

year break with a concept album
about a post-apocalyptic world run by anon-
ymousjoysﬁckjockeyslndtheinemotekm-
ing machines. Ever since | listened to Drones
meﬁmtimelhnven‘tbeenablelogeuho;e
killer riffs and Queen inspired melodies out
of my head - this project is their best work
lincen\ecxiticallywcmmedzooexelemol
Black Holes and Revelations.

The album can be split into three acts, the
first one introducing us to our Protagonist,

u-muc“ecnm.—

who describes a new world where paranoiais
the new black in “Dead Inside”. The leading
single, “Psycho”, carries on the theme. This
track contains everything that defines Muse;
cutthroat riffs and a banging bassline. How-

| ever some would argue that the lyrics sound

like they're written by a paranoid 14-year old.
“You are a pussy, show me your war face! Your
ass belongs to me now!" may sound juvenile
and out of place, but it's a direct tribute to
Stanley Kubrick's Full Metal Jacket, a movie
about soldiers being turned into mindless
Jalling machines - a concept which goes fit-
tingly well with this album.,

‘me”chammq together of the tracks “Reap-
ers”, “The Handler”, and “Defector” in the
second act is truly out of this world. Matt Bel-
lamy shows off his signature falsettos and it's
:\:ncnly reminiscent of Muse in the earlier
uny:.'l’hese tucks are definitely for the 'true’

that only liked Muse before they 'sold
out' to the mainstream sound. In the words
of the Internet legend Chris Crocker, leave
Muse alone! The best magician performing
the same amazing trick over and over inev-

I e
REVIEW BY CATRIONA BRITTON
/
; I
itably becomes repetiive and boning
while.
isters® ®

As great as the second act was, -
the final act was a religious exxw:xr s
I love about Muse the most u :M
completely flip the table Wit 50
and still pull it off competelf&Y-. di
straightfomard pop sond wi
thousand voices, followed Y oot
drix-esqge ballad “Aftermath” o
worthy of pulling out your uc:?h . IY“W
for.The album finishes off mi o
mess of “The Globalm. :
track which is a hauntingd A e

l' .nd u\‘

choral sung in a round: 8%C ©,en”

words of this album WO z
ether

After the band has bee?! l:,gr alpw® oo’

Drones seems like 8 B::m' they¥® " ¥

ing of all the ups and 47" a‘*“;'}

the past years. TS 9"‘ this Y"“

sound is definitely one °

records.

REVIEW BY TONY SKAMPORN-A08EHTS




gz TivE 15 9:25. I AM EARLY. 1 OVERESTIMAT-
ed traffic.

The time is 9:45.The band is late.They under-
estimated traffic. How very chill.

They finally arrive, and it is tea all round.
Milk. No sugar. Not your typical tipple for a
young band fresh from the launch of their de-
but album. Not that Yoko-Zuna could be said
to be your typical band.

It quickly became apparent that they are
more than just a bunch of mates with more
money than musical sense. Three of the four
(Frank on keys, Kenji on guitar and JY on sax-
ophone and flute) are classically trained mu-
Sicians with a heavy jazz leaning, while Swap

has a background in drumming for metal
bands.

I
cl h:ilso became apparent that Yoko-Zuna are a
bunch of guys. Very chill.

l s
*as not chill. I had a job to do, and my tea

Was cold, Creativ
¥ e
104 song? Process. How do they

We just jam”, says Iv.

lockeq ourselve For this album we

: sinone of :
and jugy j . the practice rooms

d for four d
" A ays. When we got
the studio we sorted it out”, >

t"“mnq 8 in Yoko-Zuna's blood, the band

= }';‘l;'h;t café/bar/jazz hangout Rak-
Swap " treet- several years ago. Frank,
o sorg, :SOClale were the ‘house band'
é oy : Tuesday night jam sessions
8 docige ed. The four met one night
%33 bory Fo © go it alone, and Yoko-Zuna
with i&u‘ those of yoy looking for an in
Qe Rar. " lt:;ene' don't bother searching
™8 become o SOWR in late 2013 and has
iy uie ® Olfice space).The love child
R, debyy album This Place Here.

\
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v

-

4

-

v

v

.

Described in the press release as “a journey

through sub-electronic frequencies, melod- |

ic moments and immense bass-synth-fu-
elled drops”, the album does not disappoint.
Each track transcends any expected genre
as Yoko-Zuna move effortlessly from hip-hop
to jazz to soul without batting an eye.

I mention that mid-album dreamscape “River
laughs. It was a mistake, they explain.

“] played a few notes on my Mocg [synthe-
sizer] and we built on it from there”, says JY.

“Everything is pretty organic”, adds Kenji, “it
mostly just happens™.

“EACH SONG IS A
COLLABORATIVE EFFORT,
AND ATTEMPTS T0
ASCRIBE INFLUENCES ARE
FUTILE. FOR ONE, THE
STYLES OF THE ALBUM
RANGE FROM SULTRY SOUL
NUMBERS T0 FRANTIC
ELECTRO-BANGERS.

Each song is a collaborative effort, and at-
tempts to ascribe influences are futile. For
one, the styles of the album range from sultry

soul numbers to frantic electro-bangers. And |

Yoko-Zuna is in the creation business, not the
imitation business.

One thing is for certain though. “Weallhada
metal phase”, says Frank.

“Not me", says JY,“I think [ had a smooth jazz
phase".

It was this eclectic yet appealing sound which
attracted the attention of boutique music
agency Delete, and the band decided to re-
cord a live album. They never quite anticipat-
ed what it would become, having never set
out to create such a beast as they did.

“We're just really grateful for the opportuni-

| ties we've had”, says JY. “We weren't really

Styx” sounds very Pink Floyd-y, and the band expecting anything like this™.

| Which brings us to the long lst of featured

artists gracing the track lst. David Dallas,
Melcdcownz, Team Dynamite, Bailey Wiley, Rod-
ney Fisher, Spycc — a veritable who's who of
up-and-coming and established New Zealand
musical talent. While scme cf the collaberators

are “just cur mates”, it was studio engineer Cam
| Duncan who set up collaberaticns with hip-hop

heavyweights David Dallas and Team Dynamite,

| the latter featuring con the lead single “Revival”.

True to form, their expeniences recording with

| Dallas are descnibed as “pretty chull”.

“He was real nice, real friendly. He just came
and hung out with us for a bit. It was pretty
chall™.

| Everything is chill with these four young

men. Conversation turns to school days, and
memories of Frank wandering around the
grounds, shirt untucked, the ringing of the

| bell a distant memory.

Finally, I ask - any crazy gig stories? All four

| are full ime musicians, so I assume there

|

must be something there. The band turns to
Frank, who smiles and shrugs.

“My mum got pretty wasted at the album
launch, I guess™.

| So fucking chill.

YOKO-ZUNA'S DEBUT ALBUM THIS PLACE KERE, FEATURING DAVID
DALLAS, TEAM DYNAMITE, BAILEY WILEY AND RODNEY FISHER IS
AYAILASLE ON SPOTIFY AND FOR DOWNLOAD ON ITUNES.

INTERVIEW WITH MARK FULLERTON
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AMATEUR GUIDE TO ANIME
ARME GUTX

NIME SPENS SO MANY DIFTTRINT &SPECTS OF
and style that putting this guide to-
ge:hexuactuallyprettyhndﬂspemny for
someone not completely versed in the world
of anime (yet). To claim to have any real in-
sgknonmesubyect.l(eel.muldbemmm
to the true arume ahcionados/cave dwellers.
If there is a fight though, I hope they leave me
in... One Piece. *Chortle*. To sort of give you
a brief rundown of what the anime world is
and the best animes to start off with, ] thought
1'd chuck in a few axume shows, and some
common terms used around the genre. So
when people say, “Hey mate, do you watch
that arume stuff?” you can pull the collar up
on your denim coat and whisper, “...1 dab-
ble”.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF ANIME

In the world of amume there are & handful of
genres that can give you 2 rough idea at the
type of content expected. For example, the
anime that | watch most regularly would be
classified as Seinen. Seinen is amme with a
fairly hefty psychological content, mixed in

from just starting high school 10 just finishing
university. That is also where the demograph-
ic lies, which is the key point to the naming
system of anime. You could have a Shonen
anime with some gnarly shit in 1t (Attack On
Titan, but we'll get to that) much like a Sein-
en, but the average age of the character,
and therefore the demographic, would be
centered on characters 15 years and under.
It's all about the demographic. Got 1o sell
this wacky shit somehow! There's also Shojo
(aimed at young girls) and Josei (aimed at
older women).

40 . 13551 45 Craccums

FUNNY TERMS USED IN AKIME

There are some ripper terms in here that
dont really fit anywhere else in Western
comic book art or Western cartoons, and it
gets a little freaky. We'll cut straight to the
money, Hentai. Hentai is essentially cartoon
porn, but like many words, it has various

| connotations in Japaneses cultures. It could
| also mean strange, or abnormal. Why Hen-

tai and not real porn? More crazy shit basi-
cally, that could not be morally/physically
explored by humans. I actually had to nip
to the loo while I was writing this, and mum
saw all the tabs open for various Hentai his-
tories and explanations on the table. The shit
1 have to Google for you guys/girls. Next up
on the odd list of terms is Yaos, which trans-
lates to “Boy Love". It's made by females, for
females and generally has a strong homo-
sexual element to the series/movie. Thought
women didn't have an interest in male ho-
mosexuality fantasties!? Think again! In Yaoi
there is a stereotypical “weaker” love inter-
est, often with very feminine features, called
the Uke, who lures in the big sexy hunk of a
man called the Seme by the process of “Jur-

| ing”, or Sasoi-Uke (Inviting Posture). Think
| Michael Cera luring Arnold Schwarzeneg-
| ger.

with some drama, action, whatever. The aver- |

age age of a character within Seinen ranges | All these particularly taboo themes actually

are a pseudo-revival of the themes present in
the Edo period of Japan (1603-1868), where
male same-sex relationships were consid-
ered normal. Within the military comprised
of Samwd, there was actually a specific prac-
tice in which the younger apprentice would
Eign a contract with the older master who
would teach him the ways of the samurai, as
well as be his lover, until his apprenticeship
had ended (shudé if you're interested!) It
wasn't untl the Western arrival and influence
that the Japanese sexualisation ended, and
these relationships became taboo.

RECOMMENDED ANIME TITLES T0 WATCH

Finally we got there! So I've only watched;
small amount of anime. But I'll try my bests
recommend some and give a small synopss |
for each. Jokes aside, anime is amazng, &d
I wouldn't watch it if it didn't offer somethzg
different and wonderful to the table. ] dohse
a word count but all the anime I do mest2
whether explained or not, are worth watchay
So 1 implore you to give these a go. There ¥
be no surprise octopus/Arnold Schwarzesy
ger dom porn or anything, s0 chill!

The first anime I watched was mll MeuMJd;
mist: Brotherhood. And it s possibly sl ¥

2
vourite. Set in the backdrop of 2 fictional !

have
century Europe, two brothers, who
0 ugh the proces

to resurrect their mother thro! e
of alcherny, go on an adventure 10 find
selves literally and figuratively: Itisso
please watch this anime. ACuo™ e
ma, suspense. Not the best M:uak*
world, but after finishing it lhﬂ; Ay
where my heart was *Me'-d dy:‘ﬂ P
fantasy and all things epic, wat

of this aume.

Other anime alo
Fate/Zero (epic), Attack On epic)
Than Black (eplc) and Na!uto ((w at | 'J
and everything Studi® Gmw:thd‘ W""M:
Hayao Miyazaki) i8 well
Princess Mononoke ™3
anime to make me
gains after that though-
¥ ,
If you want to go for® m:,:, .,y/p“"”
with more social €2 anim® o
for the future, the bt
are pretty damn 9o "
the Shell is set in 89°
future, where vae'ne"cemx Ly Lt
brains allow what 5@ #%*

think and feel like humé



tagonist, female major Motoko Kusanagi, is
such an entity (cyborg). But she echoes the
Descartes mantra, “I think therefore I am”
subversively throughout the series, ques-
tioning what it is to be human. This series
actually inspired the Wachowski Brothers to
make The Matrix Trilogy, and the brothers
did copy a fair amount of content. Regard-
less, Ghost in the Shell is supremely cool,
and has gorgeous animation to boot. Pretty
good for 1989. Animation quality for me is
almost like sound production quality in mu-
%ic - a borderline necessity! Other anime
dlong this Sci-Fi vein are Akira (pretty much
the origin of anime, watch it for context if
"ot anything else) and Cowboy Bebop (the
‘Uest’ soundtrack).

:::e fnally, just some typical drama anime.
f§ My second favourite anime of all time
196.0; & on the Slope. A great anime set in
Pan, concerning two high school

and their quest for jazz and their evo-
%:o nv;u:g men “’f adults. It's only 12 ep-
el T something, but goddamn they
artfelt, And the backdrop amongst

e rise of
rock’
™ genres % n'roll really spoke to me, how

Lother, o ™Usic can coincide with one
s Compete ip Some cases. Fan
und . Fantas-

e %, dankest amumation I've seen
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THIS CITY IS PRETTY

CULTURE COMMENT

“Fuck Auckland™.
“Fuckin’ shithole”.
“Fuckin’ Len Brown”.

Abgve are just a few typical student re-
sponses to their city of residence, the
Mighty Auckland. Complaints generally
range from public transport, roadworks
(or lack of), parking costs, food and drink
costs, the weather and of course, our fave
Mr Brown.

Yes, these are understandable. Qur pub-
lic transport is shit, the roadworks are ri-
diculous (North-Western motorway, any-
one?), the parking and food prices are
(super) steep, and the weather is erratic
and frustrating. Oh, and Len Brown is...
Len Brown.

But. And there is a but, Aucklanders. This
city is also, well, pretty. And not quite as
bad as everyone makes out.

Let's focus on some of Auckland's high-
lights, rather than the many negatives, K
Road? Probably the coolest street in New
Zealand (with the exception of maybe
Cuba Street in Wellington). The street art,
range of bars and live music, awesome
op shops and just general quirky atmo-
sphere definitely help in raising our city's
standard.

Silo Park is also a rather pleasant space.
When it's not brimming over with hordes
of people, it's actually pretty great. Try
going down there on a weekend night
and watching the basketballers going at

it, or even be energetic and ride a bike
around (it's surprisingly fun).

When I was younger, I used to think
Queen Street was so cocl and exciting,
this huge road lined with shops and filled
with busy businessmen and women.
This impression faded after my first few
trips down the street, having to wrestle
through the ever-increasing crowds and
stroll past the growing amount of tacky
shops. Yet there are some benuses to cur
central road. The street perfcrmers - you
know, the guy who spray-paints himself
silver and doesn’t move? The card-trick
dude? The cne with the ‘singing’ puppet?
These pecple make Queen Street bear-
able, because they are real amengst the
work-focused mass arcund them. And
they like what they do (or at least do a
geed jeb of making it lcok that way).

Lastly, our graffin, We may not have cool
sculptures, but we do have some pret-
ty schweet street art. Cross Street just
down from X Road is a prime example,
with its host of rainbow animals covering
the walls, and of course K Road itself has
some goodies. The wicked '70s style art
on the walls lining St Kevin's Arcade stair-
case is amazing. Even the central part of
the city surprises - probably my favou-
nte one is the girl's face spray-painted
on the Elliot Street steps. Holy talent. Len
Brown mustn't be 100% bad if he hasn't
used taxpayer's money to Pay someone
to remove these wondrous wee artistic
stamps. Just 98.5%,

Perhaps we dissatisfied city-dwellers
need to take the time to explore parts of
Auckland and we may just see that,among
all of the shit, there is some gold as well,

e e
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AVALANCHE CITY
INTERVEW

suALLY I DON’T ENJOY BEING PROVEN WRONG,

but sometimes it can be a pleasant ex-
perience. I'd been preparing to interview
Dave Baxter, the artist behind Avalanche
City, by listening to his new album — which,
let’s just state from the outset, is bloody worth
checking out, though admittedly I'm a sucker
for some sweet acoustic tunes — and, in true
Craccum fashion, by stalking his Facebook
page. I had developed an image of him in
my head entirely based on the pictures he
posts of dreamy landscapes, performances
in fairy-light-filled warehouses, and promo-
tional shots of him roaming around rugged
beaches and sunlit fields. When we sit down
to chat, he looks every inch the indie-folk
darling I had envisioned, complete with
mandatory beanie and beard big enough to
contain its own eco-system. We start off our
interview politely chatting about tea; he tells
me that he has recently acquired a special
blend of English Breakfast tea which is meant
to be a recreation of the original blend from
China. So far, so hipster. But then he orders a
beer, cracks open a can of yarns and reveals
himself to be a decidedly down-to-earth guy.
Baxter manages to blend a pleasantly rustic
vibe with a surprising degree of frankness
and pragmatism, in both his personality and
his approach to music.

His latest album We Are For The Wild Places
was recorded in his own home studio. “I've
got a little room in the back part of our house.
I have quite a minimal set up. I only have a
couple of pieces of gear but they're really
good.When you're in a studio and you're like,
‘let’s lay down an electric guitar’ or whatey-
er, there'll be all these decisions that need to
be made. It takes time to set up. When you're
at home, you've only got two microphones to
choose from so you're just like ‘sweet, put that
there' and then you're done”, He fuses this
quintessentially Kiwi DIY spirit with a dash
of whimsy. His home studio is essentially a
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tree house, set up amongst the branches of
the trees outside, and he is kept company by
his rabbit, Daisy. One photo on his Instagram
account shows a chewed power cord, with
the caption “I'm starting to suspect there’s
been a certain little bunny hopping around
my studio™. Seriously, it's worth following
him purely for his #DaisyTuesdays. He also
plays almost all the instruments on the album,
teaching himself new ones when he’s looking
for specific sounds. This guy is rad. He plays
instruments I never even knew existed. Has
anyone ever heard of the hammered dulci-
mer? Didn’t think so.

Baxter shot to world-famous-in-not-just-New-
Zealand status four years ago, when his song
“Love Love Love" was used in a TV2 advertise-
ment. The song blew up locally and overseas,
which has meant that he has spent the bet-
ter part of the last four years touring abroad.

| “With the first album, I wasn't signed when I

released it. I signed to Warner after that and
we re-released it. We ended up pretty much

playing catch-up around the whole world - we

were kind of chasing the album.!' He missed

Hotearoa while he was away, though. “Particu-
larly, I found in America people don't get our
sense of humour. So you'll be in the tour van
and you'll crack an awesome joke that would
be hilarious back home and they either won't
understand your accent so they’ll just pretend
they didn't hear it, or they just kind of look
panicked and don't really know what to do”.
Though he’s spent majority of his time touring
in the States, his favourite country to perform
inis, interestingly, Japan.“The crowds are really
polite ~ they’re just so nice, even down to the
way that they stand as an audience. I remember
beingononesideom\eclubandmebaﬂtroom
wasontheotheranddﬁnldng'Ahlneedto get
to there, I need to push through the crowd’ until
lmahsedﬁm&leymmsuchawaythatmey
leave pathways; they just leave room for peo-
e eyl e
2 pan and learn
MWWJMbeamcehmnanbeixg",

Stll suffering under my Preconceptions of in-

die musicians, I ask Baxter if he appres
the attention that he receiveq after Lo oy
Love™ went global, or if he dislikeq S
hearing his single everywhere, Onge Y
he quite rightfully, but very politely, Proves o
wrong. “I'm not really precious like that [ sng
ied music (Media Arts: Commercial Musc ¢
Wintec in Hamilton) and I want to do musicas,
job.I'm not a crazy artist who's m(E'mbody "
touch my music but me’. And I kind of getak
out of people covering my songs or doing it
different ways. So I'm actually okay with people
using it in movies and stuff like that. I think s
cool. And plus, it's the only way to make alr-
ing out of it”. His laughter at this last commex
sounds a tad cynical, so I ask him what it's e
trying to make it as a professional muscann
New Zealand. “Oh, it's difficult. If you doa it
ly extensive tour of New Zealand it's like foz:
teen shows or something like that, That's pref
small... Being a professional musician heresi
pretty tricky thing; not many people can @
Pretty much if you don't get onTop 40radiof®
almost just can’t do it; you've gotto go oveneé
Overseas, bands that aren't on Top 40 “‘:
have great careers because.they ::::”
and they've got the population to

With touring in New Zealand, even 2
high level, you're pretty lucky if W;Z;
even. Basically I've made all of my  mercas®
publishing, by getting songs o1 @

movie trailers”.

"
He's an intriguing charactel pa:;::"_ g
online presence and his musi¢ pet?
to be a homely, nature-lovind T‘ubb"
living out in the W“d:v:':h o 1
i isanal teas, rem ;
:‘:da;;‘::;‘ of modern life. But B2 "

industty &,
about the realities of the :“pﬁm arly pop’
classification of his music 88 F 5 .,

ing of in "
as opposed to the branding e # b‘w
could easily affix to it - reve |

iness-83 o®
more shrewd and busi? i " ﬂd
expected, and more 80 thalll wo
Oh, and he used to Play

bands. Told you he was rad.
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{NTERESTING TO NOTE
.tﬂedjgle lﬂd Mde.

over the intoler-
towards Chris-
Perry's recent
i = :‘g:it:‘l:‘.‘ﬂis claims thatin
c:a'c::’“my of Christians he has
throughout his lifetime he
e 4 encoumered a single
E” human being” prompted a
orm of letters to the e'd.itor and
:ondemnation from his fellow
.ats, It was so controver-
:'.;1 that the editors included dis-
claimers distancing themt'.elves
from his views and dedicated
an entire editorial to refuting the
article. Nevertheless, the AUSA
offices are apparently in jeopardy
from a deluge of complaints.

IE
=

e
d outrage
.p!!’ “u'cull!ed

The discontent culminated last
Friday in a protest where hun-
dreds of people including staff
and student campus equity advo-
cates descended on the Craccum
offices, flooding the balcony. An
un-named law student, who may
or may not have interacted with
this author in Craccum late last
semester, addressed the crowds
on loudspeaker, saying that he
was leading the protest out of
his deep objection to demoniz-
ing minorities and criticising the
“rampant Christophobia” of our
Society. He explained that in the
face of his reluctance in the past
‘? demonise all Muslims for the
“°}ence and hatred found in the
gt“e":!:nh:ffelt c?mpelled in @e
oo i om;onsxstency to point

g a small number of
s ;’l‘s take violent passages
o d Testament at face val-

and Perry’s statements were
:“‘P‘Y bigoted. He also pointeq

ticeg™ which 1zarre
I‘enca
Welry wd b Psulated both

e ffengiyg e 20N Would

€ntire of the above
theig o W of (J:Onty % Wiy
wilde owse never in

ams stage a pro-

e TN litle diac
;r::l 1s, of °°une th ue ~dl»atrlbe.
Wewgyy o e point,
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TERS TO THE EDITOR

We had no idea you wrote satire So-
phielYou sure have some talent. We
are looking for satire writers cur-
rently in our News Section. We feel
like your insight would be great
addition to our team. Email news@
craccum.co.nz for more details.

O————

EAR SIRS,

Denton took the opportunity
to use his editorial to talk about
student culture. In some sense,
we've probably come to expect
this although with just a touch of
“the grass is greener” this time
around there was something dif-
ferent about the discussion on
culture. However, what was more
interesting was the whole dream
thing.

Like Denton I wasn't fussed about
getting in. To be honest, I was so
unfussed I didn't even bother ap-
plying anywhere else. It's proba-
bly not surprising, then, that I don't
really have any “Yes! Accepted!”
moments and because I don't do
any limited/competitive entry
courses (e.g. stage 2 medicine or
law for two well known examples)
I've quite possibly missed the
boat in that respect. However, I do
know that uni wasn't really what I

was expecting either.

There's probably a few caveats to
attach to that. Firstly, I commute
to uni. This is quite a popular but
under-represented thing to do.
Is this because commuters don't
participate in the same way (as
Craccum tends to believe) or is it
for other reasons (e.g. are margin-
alised by people like Craccum)?
Who knows. Secondly, when was
the last time you encountered
anything that involved comumuting
and uni? Probably never. In fact,
commuting has a pretty terrible
reputation.

Hang on, representations? Yeah.
New Zealand doesn't really have
that. Sure there are some isolat-
ed student magazines out there
like Craccum but these tend to
be read by the select few (many
of whom are also writers of
the magazines). There are also
things like the Inside Word (the
first year blogs Auckland does;

which I only discovered as a first
year so sort of missed the point).
But, unlike, say, the US we don’t
really ever have any widespread
output of, well, anything except
a few reality shows (including
one set in a fictional hospital or
something like that). We don't re-
ally even have a “proper” news
tradition (we do have an hour
long weather segment though
so that’s... something, I guess?).
Our blogosphere is boring and
insular as well.

What we do get, and we get a lot
of it, is foreign stuff. And by for-
eign I generally mean American
(you can tell I'm not a Labour
voter). As a consequence, one of
of things like uni (and, hell, to an
extent, college) is very American.
Those views can be typified in two
ways. Firstly, you're going to get
the 1960s style protest campus.
Secondly, you're going to get the
anything type stuff (woo! Spring
break! Frat parties whatever). 'm
sure there are other characterisa-
tions but they’re not, in my inflated
eyes as significant (imagine, for
instance, Cambridge Spies* was
one's only intro to university: hullo,
terribly serious programming, but
at least it's not apathetic, amirite
Denton??).

What's my point? Well, simply, if
one starts having these sorts of
things come up in NZ contexts
then one will foster a quite differ-
ent picture to the one we exper-
ence. If people were, more broad-
ly, to consider university (rather
than this born, school, OE/uni, uni/
OE, work, retire, die assumption)
then things like student debt, for
instance, would be more broadly
applicable. We could also blame
the identity politics obsession as
well (student debt is obviously
going to pop up more in political
discourse around economic in-
equality). If there's a broader dis-
cussion in which things slot into, I
contend that the university experi-
ence would be very different. This
would also have the added ad-
vantage of people being more in-
formed of uni and what s really for
(totieinwithWeek 1's editorial) as

LETTERS

WANT T0 SEND CRACCUM A LETTER WITH YOUR THOUGHTS ON
BASICALLY ANYTHING? SEND THEM T0 EDITOR@CRACCUM.
C0.NZ FOR A BANTERTASTIC REPLY (NO GUARANTEES THOUGH).

well as “dealing” with dreaming.

Of course, how does a country of
4 million really achieve this? Es-
pecially one that is starting from
a point of apathy. Ah, well, that's
more difficult. I do my bit. I read
Craccum. [ write letters to its ed-
itors (who should probably take
a crash course in marketing; the
O-Week and Re-O-Week issues
are a chance to attract new read-
ers but you could literally swap
the content with any other week’s
and we'd be none-the-wiser). I
help contributors feel Like there
are readers. [ also watch going ons
in Overheard which is probably
the closest thing we’ve got but it's
isolated to, well, us. But, it's plac-
es like Overheard where it will
have to start (not that I've been
ccherent enough for “it” to be
that meaningful): the internet. Stu-
dent led blogs or political blogs
yeah, maybe scmecne (not me)
should try and stage a march or
scmething on student debt to get
the ball rolling. And try to talk to
people in lectures you don't know
(but, again, not me: eww, do I know
you?!).

Thanks for reading. Next up:
sponse.**

*Disclaimer, I watched this ages
ago.Ican't remember exactly how
much ime was spent in their uni
days. One could try Starter For
Ten which has with both Bene-
dict Cumberbatch (Parade's End
fame) and James McAvoy (The
Last King of Scotland) appearing
init.

**Which reminds me, where is
NZ's footlights? How does that re-
mind me of this? You shall never

know.
HARRY EAST

Denton tried really really hard to
write @ passive aggressive response
to this, but ke was just too over-
whelmed that somecne other than
nal Your letter was the sole cure for
his apathy, well done Mr. East. You
should start up a business of curing
apathy through letters, we think you
will be hugely successful.
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TOP TEN

ECRL IS NO TRUE LXPCRICNCE KT UNIVERSI-
ty without alcohol. It is the social
lubricant that helps blur the line
between uncomfortable acgquaintance and
new best friend, as well as making boring
Tuesday nights more exciing. One way to
really make the drunken-swarmed nights
more exciing is by cranking out a senes of
sing-alongs to get everyone in the comrad-
ery mood. Here are the top songs that may or
may not be sung in the Craccum offices:

] “YISS FROM A ROSE™ - SEAL. Tns

s multi-Grammy winning song will bring
back memories of car tnps as a young one
in the 90s. After a few cheap glasses of pinot,
let the nostalgia wash over you and sing to
the joys of power, pleasure and pain. P.S. this
song was featured in a Batman movie. Who
would have thought?

“1 KISSED A GIRL™ ~ KATY PERRY. xary

s Perry'’s hit that launched her career will

get everyone up singing and leave you want-

ing to taste some cherry chapstick of your

own. Perhaps it could be a good warm up for

a good drunk game of Truth or Dare for those
wishing to explore some new avenues ;)

!
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8 “) DON'T WANT TO MISS A THING® - |
[ AEROSIITH. This is one of those songs as |
the night is drawing to a close and you wrap |

your arms around all your drunk mates and
sing one last song together. While you sing,
you forget about the bad times, the impend-
ing hangover and the weirdness of Steven Ty-
ler's face, but that going out tonight with your
friends was totally worth it. Staying at home
and bingeing your latest show might have
been fun, but when you sing this, it wasn't
worth missing out on the 3 hours of drinking

44 .ssuc s Cra

SING-ALONG S0
[WHEN DRUNK)

games and drunken banter.

“HAUI” = BEYI]NCE. No party is every

ma party without the true bae, Beyoncé.

While “Single Ladies” will get the dance

moves going, it is the power ballad that is
“Halo" that will get your lungs pumping.

“BLANK SPACE™ - TAYLOR SWIFT. 1t you

sweren't having drunk sing-alongs (or
even sober sing-alongs) to this over summer
2014/15,1 don't know if you're human. While
you're getting drunk on some cheap and nas-
ty poison, Taylor is getting drunk on jealousy
and goes a little insane in the name of satire.
This song is probably Taylor’s greatest effort
and a great party starter song everywhere.

“THERE IS NOTHING

MORE CATHARTIG

THAN BELTING AN
ADELE TUNE AND THE
STMBOLIC BITCH SLAP
IT SENDS TO YOUR EX™

5 ~TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE HEART” ~ BOKNIE
oY Turn around, bright eyes. This
ballad will hit the spot for that yearning stage
of drunkenness when you want to be around
your crush. Instead of sending them a drunk
text saying “heyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ;)" may-
be let it out through this song. Turn around.

NGS

“ROLLING IN THE DEEP” - ADELE ns

msong is dedicated to all the times whex
you're pissed, and not just drunk pissed, b2 |
pissed off, particularly at a former signf |
cant other. You both once had it all, but
played you and now it's all rage. It mught be
so 2011, but there is nothing more catharte
than belting an Adele tune and the symboX
bitch slap it sends to your ex. Don't underes
timate the things Adele cando.

< HEMIAN RHAPSODY” = QUEE.cxeé
3 a the greatest songs of all me.“BOW
Rhapsody'' builds up s0 effectively -
begging his mamatoa super po:: -
keeps changing tempo yet wor G

everyone involved, from screami

to attempting to pron®
Plus if you ever had any
would ever not be @ g9
you must watch the version l:e
which is incredibly impressive:

SIVIN ON A PRAYER” - 820 e

i 2
@ ultimate head-bangmq o 1

: that €€ 5"
Jung-thrashing tune ol have Y mm;;d

froma by

-alond:
Od. sing o “,du

i h
(and if not, where the g o,
It's a better upper thanable o >
form of ecstasy avail e volve 4
guarantee to get every (o

classic sing-along- ' o ofd . ¥
other one that peats ! no g #
irl and city boy taking it st P s
: here. Once the key? eryo™® W“@ o
ia:m first few seconds: v vords ;:);;};
actly whats coming get nd s &

edone 99
This is a guarante®d oo of the¥

the drunken slumber
bouncing around:
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PUZILES

ACROSS

1. Contributor of the Week

2. The name of Caitlyn Jenner's
TV show

3.The only current NZ player
in the NBA

4. Arts Editor Caitlin believes
what icky thing is hilarious?

5. Which song is Denton's Edi-
torial about?

6. Surname of the recent House
of Lords member who has
resigned amidst drug-use
claims.

1.The Special Olympics are
being hosted in which city?

1. Capital of Spain

2.Who did News Editor John
Middleton interview this
week?

3.Who did Tayloer Swift get
into a twitter battle with last
week?

4.Cver ___ women have laid
sexual assault allegations
against Bill Cosby

5.Which  famous golfer
claimed he was kidnapped
at the start cf this year?

6. Which famous sitcom, fea-
turing the young Olsen
twins, is getting a reboot?

I. Ayatcllah Ali Khamenei, the
leader of which country has
tweeted a picture of Barack
Cbhama with a gun to his
head?
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SHADOWS IS BACK

EXPORT AND TUI
AL JUGS

SHUBDWS

LEVEL 3, 34 PRINCES S7,AKLD CBO. QPEN @ MIDDAY MONDAY TO FRIDAY.
DO0L: 09 166 0544  BAR: 09 366 16
£ YOURSTUDENTBARIS= SHADQWS. CO.NZ W: WWW.SHADOWS.CO.N2

SHADOWS ENCOURAGES RESPONSIBLE DRINKING
FOOD MENU AVAILABLE QPEN T0 CLOSE
BOTTOMLESS COKE & FREE FILTERED COFFEE

R13 1D CRITERIA: N2 PHOTO
DRIVERS LICENCE, PASSPORT

OR HANZ 18+ CARD ONLY.
FSHADOWSBARNZ




Moleskine
Notebooks &
Journals

From $8.99

Harry Potter Journals
UBS price: $22.49

UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP :
Kate Edger Information Commons, Cnr Symonds & Alfred Sts, Auckland City

Tel: 306 2700 Fax: 306 2701 Email: enquiries@ubsbooks.co.nz
Web: www.ubsbooks.co.nz

Find us on
UNIVERSITY  Ogen Monday fo Saturd hop securely onli n
pen Monday lo Saturday or shop y online 24/7
BOOKSHOP Lt cebook com/UBSAKL Face ook




