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o AWARE/ DESPITE
KA INCREDL

GMART

MY DINING ROOM (NEW TABLE, SEC
hand of course) with Chatlie Lin, its

e t's becoming light. Charlie Lm i
g.46am- art and he respects my writing, as
credibly ’mme thing about Charlie is he gets
pe should: my writing. He sits pantless at my
it. He get’tching his legs, farting, and talking
{able, sc1a annoying film scholarship is. The
“"::: ::: er companion. He talks about when
tru

pe'llsleep. He talks about my divorce. Classic.

! slﬂ"o 1

Y e sit here, I'm researching for my disserta-
on, despite Ty divorce. I knev!( I'd become
divorced the time I met my wife for lunch
and she pretended she was too poor to ;')ay
her share, despite ordering prosecco. ?he sa
bitch my ex-wife. Glad we divorced. Divorce.

I'm reading history stuff for a dissertation.
I Chatlie is reading about Brecht “what the
fuck is a Brecht?” says Charlie. “They realise
that shot changes are just for the sake of put-

ting something in front of the camera right?”
says Charlie. My ex-wife and | put something
in front of the camera: our love passionate if
thythmically cacophonous love making. God
we fucking loved each other.

Charlie is giggling as I write this editorial.
He doesn't know why we're up. I know why
I'm up, because of the grief caused by my di-
vorce. Goddam divorce.

We're up, I haven't slept but I'm still hungover.
Went to a backward debate. Was asked to speak.
Talked about pussy-cupcakes, about the nature
time, and about my illustrious career as Crac-
cum.

The backward debate was a thing, super cool,
six debaters in a room having a giggle at
each other. Grumpy was there, legend. Paul
doesn't smoke. My ex-wife doesn’t smoke.
Fuck I hate that bitch. She keeps texting me,
asking for nudes, she fucking loves my body.
The thing about her is, she gets it, she gets
that I have a great body and a nubile mind.

The word nubile should mean young and
fuckable, but it means of marriageable age.
My ex-wife was 43 when we married. But god
she looked good in a white dress cut off at
the knees. A sneaky garter hinting at things
to come. Voluptuous rack, a seriously incredi-
ble rack: massive, plump, yet oddly wrinkled,
too many freckles, and tanned in a gross way,
but hot still. She divorced me because I kept
being sexist. I loved her, before my divorce.

“Are you done mate?” Charlie says closing his
laptop. “Yes” I reply. Knowing that this editorial,
like Craccum, isn’t so much going to shit as it is
shit from its inception. It has no point. No point
beyond the feeling, the emotion, ya get it? Inter-
net bullying is bad, I'm told. Defaming carnivo-
rous birds is bad, I'm told. Writing about nothing
is bad; so they keep telling us absurdists.

Almost done. Me and Charlie keep joking
about killing ourselves, we think it’s funny,
maybe it's triggering. Who knows. Suicide
banter. Transience, meaninglessness, me-
ta-fiction. Deep man, deep.

TRANSIENGE, MEANINGLESSNESS, META-FICTION. DEEP MAN, DEEP.

DENTON'S EDITORIAL

'j IBIJIIN’T KNOW ABOUT YU,

sommmc's CHANGED.
I've changed.
What's happened to me? Am I the only one?

I don't know about you, but...

lfemember the nighis where I'd stay up all
Night with friends ta!' - watching movies,
and eating junk foc if someon

Vents me sleeping, | sly considcr sut-
ting a bitch,

b} go 7N

. B y

| g';’“‘d Party till 4am, now it's lam sharp then
- me:"‘algh‘-to-my-mother—fucking-pork~
| .cmves'dmplings and bed.

Tus
» :;1 to Watch the most brutal and gruesome
8 T Movieg withou

- t batting an eyelid. Now
i Someone crack their neck, I want to

! Useq ¢, "
) A
kids, but Sink animated - movies were for

Onsters t[he Other day 1 cried at the end of

i e 24 felt the burn of Hans' be-

en (still recd‘{erix\g).

lIVQ \"
Now p W\ \

Tll tyyeq :wla PPed Vodka Cruisers for beers.
buryy beeg 338 of wine over the shots. Cad-
" d1opped for Whittakers.
| thg :
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doeg ¢
g his mean? Am I now a grump? Or
. ng extremely Pretentious?

Or am I just feeling 22?
I'm now a full-blown adult. Jesus Christ.

But I'm still leaving my assignments to the
last minute. I'm still reading young adult fic-
tion. I'm still living at home.

This can't be real.
But itis.I can see the changes all around me.

Covering my books has changed to writing
cover letters. T-shirts are becoming shirts.
Casual canvas shoes are becoming profes-
sional leather shoes. Underwear is now a de-
sirable birthday gift. I'm going to library da-
tabase sessions. I'm thinking seriously about
the future (well...).

It's weird thinking about how I'm an adult un-
equivocally now age-wise. I suppose this isn't
what I had envisioned my life to be as an adult.
I suppose I pictured at 22 I'd be working full
time, living out of home and making some big
decisions. Instead I'm at university working two
jébs. in the same house (and bedroom) I've
beét\in my whole life and my latest decision
was shouldleat the jelly babies or the dinosaurs
(fyil chose the jelly babies because it looked

like they had more red and purple lollies).

I think being a student puts you in this awkward
purgatory between adclescence and adult-
hood. This is particularly relevant if you live
at home and came straight to university from
school, which the majority of UoA students do
(like me). You get extra responsibilities in the
sense that you have to look after your own work
with little guidance. But concerns (ie. bills)
that adults face constantly have not fully been
put upon us. Sa it's like we're on the precipice
of falling into total adulthood, but we're in this
strange little bubble protecting us from it.

However this doesn't explain the changes
I've had in the lifestyle choices (is that an
adult thing to say as well?). Perhaps it comes
down the slowing down of the metabolism
or the realisation that all the decisions were
downright stupid, but you need to test it out to
figure that out.

Ilock back now and try to determine whether
I miss the life I once lived, and I don't. I like
wine. [ like feeling the feels in Pixar movies.
1like sleeping.

I don't know about you, but perhaps this is
what it means to be feeling 22.

\
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NEWS IN BRIEF

HAMILTON: A zookeeper has been murdered
by Kylie Jenner's fiancé, Tyga. When
pressed for comment, the young rap star
merely said, “She’s a big girl dawg!”

NI: NZ First Leader Winston Peters accuses
John Key having a connection with the Nazi
Party, because the Prime Minister “owns an

oven .

RUBBY: Host team, England, knocked out of
the Rugby World Cup after losing to Aus-
tralia (written a week before the match, so
fuck it, I'd better be right).

AMERICA: CEO of pharmaceutical company
which raised the price of medication used
by AIDS patients by over 5000 percent de-
fends raise, saying “it is not a ridiculous
number - it is actually line with the rate of
raise of the CEO's pay bonus”.

THE UMVERSITY: Stuart McCuntcheon Gets Sal-
ary Increase. Concerns are growing that
Stuart McCuntcheon's salary, which in-

up Professor McCuntclhicong salary
smaller salaries.

MNYBMWSHWWWMBEHWWI“M
COPY OF HOW T0 BUILD A BOMB, RRP NI843
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MEN IN LONDON THROW BALL

SAT

EACH OTHER, CHAOS ENSUES

T°S BEEN AN EVENTFUL WEEK IN NEW ZEALAND,

with the majority of attention going to the
awe-inspiring efforts made by a group of men
in tight shirts running around on grass.

“It's been so incredible”, said one gob-
smacked fan, choking back tears. “They've
picked up the ball. They've thrown the ball
to each other. And they've even run around a
bit.... it's history in the making”.

Other notable events include Richie McCaw's
new Beats advert premiering, causing a mass
fainting episode of straight white men in New
Zealand. According to paramedics, this faint-
ing was largely due to a loss of blood from the
head, as a result of a nation-wide erection over
Richie's “inspirational behaviour".

McCaw, 34, has been widely tipped to be New
Zealand’'s next Prime Minister by politicians
and t}'e p.lbhx. alike.He's really good at hold-

ing? insist-
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FTER A MON™ OF HEARTBREAK FOR FANS OF

The Muppets on NBC, after esteemed pow-
er-couple Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy
announced their divorce, Miss Piggy has
announced her pregnancy in a press confer-
ence this morning.

The starlet refused to comment on issues
as to the father of the unborn child, follow-
ing speculation that it may be British Prime
Minister David Cameron. The two's relation-
ship was exposed earlier this week in a new
memoir, called 50 Shades Of Ham, which de-
tails lewd scenes between the pair,

"I did not have sexual relations with that pig”,
Cameron insisted in a recent interview. Miss

ed current Prime Minister John Key,

this role really takes”, Thaty 4

Key also dismissed comparisons between g,
case of Eleanor Catton, who voiced her disap.
proval of budget cuts for the arts last year, and
McCaw. “Eleanor’s only a woman with a Mzs.
ter's degree — how could she know anything
about politics? And Richie, you know... hey
Richie! Right?”

WiiTiar
Piggy, on the other hand,

tionship did indeed exist.
thing. He won't stop texting me".

reports the rels
g was a one &7

h
Kermit is reportedly taking the e
last seen in a New York strip ¢l
cocaine, accompanied by 2
only as "Bambi Heaven-Tits"

f+Craccum. 22




SPRITUAL POSSESSION: If you've already played with

EN Ds HITE PEuPlE a Ouija board, this practice is perfect for you.
Parts of West Africa practice Vodun, which in-

volves connection with the Earth Spirit, Sakpa-

D AD"PT FR"M INDIGENU“S ta. Try this summoning trick to become uncon-
scious for three days without food or water, a

great way to escape your daily stresses and

EIPLE ===

NDIAN BINDIS, NATIVE AMERICAN HEADDRESSES | great way to show that you're powerful and in
Lnd Dia de los Muertos sugar skull designs control. For an extra splash of confidence, add
adorned by white people have become a com- | your enemies’ bones to your look to establish
mon sight at public events, but they are old | aggressive dominance.
news. Here are what some lifestyle experts pre-
dictwill be the next hot trends of appropriation.

HUMAN SACRIFICE: Although the Aztecs sacrificed
their own to the gods for good crop, you tco
(UMBALSM: The old Maori tradition of cooking | can earn some good luck through offering
and eating your slain enemies does not neces- | a dead body to certain gods—try it for some
sarily have to be horrifying. Cannibalism is a | luck before a party, a job interview or an exam.
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INTERVIEW WITH ANNET TE KING

ANNETTE KING IS THE CURRENT LABOUR PARTY DEPUTY LEADER, AND HAS BEEN THE MINISTER OF
HEALTH, JUSTICE, POLICE AND TRANSPORT. WHILE WE HAD SOME VERY FUNNY ANSWERS T0 SOME
SILLY QUESTIONS, | FEEL HER ANSWERS TO THE MORE SERIOUS ISSUES ARE VERY SALIENT T0 UNIVER-

SITY STUDENTS. SO HERE THEY ARE.

JOHN KEY SEEMS TO FIND IT EASY TO SHRUG OFF EVEN THE MOST EX-
TREME SCANDALS — LIKE SAYING ONE THING OKE DAY AND THE OPPOSITE
THE NEXT. IS THAT A PROBLEM? She thinks New Zealand-
ers, as a whole, find politics a bore, except
on issues that touch their lives or during an
election, and they just want politicians to get
on with their jobs. “For many years [the pub-
lic] were very generous in their assessment
[of] Helen Clark, but there's always a tipping
point in politics, so this very long honeymoon
will eventually run out for John Key. And you al-
ready pick up on some of it now... from women
who think he's a bit creepy and weird".

WHAT DO YOU THIRK IS THE GREATEST PROBLEM FOR YOUNG MKEW ZEA-
LANDERS AT THE MOMENT? “The future, and their future”.
She said the problem is that young people are
going to have a less prosperous future than
their parents, with very low

levels of home

crmership, studen

ip, stu t lcans forcing coupl

o

sio T

famide. And P PSP, T S
JILlY, ana then £

1% CORCRRED ARE Y H & ILOAL
OR POLITICS — THOSE WITH MORE MCAEY CAR BAKE THEMSELYES MIAID
MORE EASILY? “That really does concern me, and

it's not just them getting heard, it's the top 10%
of New Zealand taking most of the resources”.

She discussed the 2009 global financial crisis: |

when jobs were needing to be created, “the
government wasted billions on tax cuts for the
top 5%".

HOW CONCERNED SHOULD NEW ZEALAND BE ABOUT THE REFUGEE CRISIS?
IS THERE A HUMANITARIAN WAY OF DEALING WITH IT, GIVEN THAT MANY
OF THE COUNTRIES TAKING IN THE REFUGEES ARE ALREADY QUITE FULL?
“We used to have an incredibly good inter-
national name for taking refugees, but we've
been basically static for many years"”. There
hasn't been the same big crisis as we're see-
ing now, but rather pockets of them (Bosnian
and Serbian issues, and people from Somalia
and Ethiopia), but “this is on a scale, we haven't
seen since the Second World War”. She said
“we're doing the minimum”, and rather than

§ - Craccum.22.

the small increase John Key announced, we
need to increase the overall one “to something
closer to 1,200".

D0 YOU THINK IT'S A PROBLEM THAT JOURNALISTS ARE MORE LIKELY T0
ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT POLLING AND HOW WELL YOU THINK LABOUR WILL
DO IN THE KEXT ELECTION, RATHER THAN QUESTIONS ABOUT POLICIES AND
SUBSTANCE? “I think it's always a problem, I think a
bigger problem for parties on the left, I think
that comes for the ownership of the media, but
it's a double whammy when you're in opposi-
tion. At least if you're in government they're
kind of forced to have to report some of what
you say, but when you're in opposition you can
be totally cut out of stories”.

THERE APPEARS T0 BE VOCAL DPPOSITION TO THE TPPA, BUT THE PRIME
MIISTER AKD TI CRESER A2E DSMISSIT CONCERAS, CONSIDERMN
TRAT GROMART CITIZERS ARER'T EXFEATS B TRALE GEALS, BUT WE ARE

INAl WS

IR A DEMCTHS f¥ S THZ CIVERSMIKT TREAT THIS
GRRRSITION? “Well certainly ne 1ssive
peo-
- the

ut, we
D' is Ve because the reason why
7 and raising issues is be-
cause we don't know what they're negotiating!”
che said they could have set out the things they

dly, and while they
bout it, they couldve
at least said what they vre e negotiating abod
such as patent negotiation.

would be discussing broz=
can't disclose all details a

'/ ARGUING THAT IN ORDER T0 COMBAT CLMKT I

SCIENTISTS
WE WILL £ T0 SWITCH T0 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY HF:“nk“
THAT? “We can do that quite easily, and]

can do it quite quick because we'e alxead)::
80%". She said New Zealand is lucky becat
it has the natural resources 10 get‘.IOO/:em
she says it could happen by 2030, “may

2025".

FOR MANY YEARS [THE PUBLIC]
VERY GENEROUS IN THEIR ASSE
[OF] HELEN CLARK, BUT THERE'S
ALWAYS A TIPPING POINT IN POL
S0 THIS VERY LONG HONEYMOON
EVENTUALLY RUN OUT FOR JO0

HN KEY
T~

C
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ERVIEW WITH JAMES SHAW

NEW CO-LEADER OF THE GREEN PARTY. | STARTED THE INTERVIEW WITH “S0 I'M NOT |

T AL .IlllﬂlilllSI AS YOU MAY HAVE GUESSED, S0 OUR QUESTIONS ARE A MIX OF COMPLETE TRASH |

REsruwn ONES THAT PEOPLE HAVE TOLD ME TO ASK POLITICIANS™ AND HE REPLIED “WELL THAT =

sltl]mlms LIKE MOST OTHER REAL JOURNALISTS”. BANTS LAD!

0100 WATCH GAME OF THRONES? He saw Season 1, but he
hasn't had time to watch the others. He has the
read the others and “he “was really pissed off
_ there's 7 books, they're massive, I read them
all,and I got to the end and I was like 'for God's
sake, winter is still coming!"

(PHION OF DONALD TRUMP: “I suspect he's actually quite
smart - though the things he's said are incred-
ibly stupid, I think he's extremely calculating
and devious”.

KANYE WEST FOR PRESIDENT? “I'd vote for him, no... it's
just a sign of the kind of level of farce that
American politics has come to, when teenag-
ers [Lke Deez Nuts] and Kanye West actually
look credible next to the leading contenders”.

lgmsrmn ARE YOU THAT 1D ARE BREAKING UP? “Who?”
d.

SECRET EMBARRASSING POP MUSIC T1:75) “Virtually any-

—

thing by Katy Perry”.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE DRINKNG GAME? “Not anymcre”,

but at uni his favourite was called “King Bunny” |

which was a hand-eye coordination game “the

further along in the game you got, the less prob- |
able it was you could maintain it”, so there was |
| show up, and no cne was there, And then I heard
| this slap, slap, slap, slap, slap behind me and I

an exponential level to how drunk you became.

HAVE YOU EVER DONE WEED? He had, around the time he
was at uni, but “I was never really into it” and
he could “probably count on the fingers of cne
hand how often I [did it]. It wasn't really my
thing, as you can tell I was interested in drink-
ing”.What a Lad!

BEST FLAT PARTY: In London, he and his flatmates did
a James Bond themed party (compulsively cos-
tume), where each flatmate invited only people
that the other flatmates didn’t know. Because
their house was hard to find, they decided to
meet all the guests at a bar and then taxi back.

CRADUATING L ENMLA. S EXPRESS

LRATITUDE |
PARE

ST
HE CLxsg OF 2015 ENTERS

i, (HE WOHLD LEFT BY
ARENTS GENERATION

Theresa Silverstein '13 stum-
bled into a job opportunity
immediately upon gradua-
tion, but after a year in her
position as lab assistant in
Kemsol, she decided to quit

ol:: mr?d of job applica-
sy and INterviews, Univer-
of Aucklang alumni re-

ect op %
frgy o eIF Search and the

de, ;w° Years of life with a
© but ng employment.

Crogg i

men:a is }k?e lack of employ-

g Positiong i, the fiel
ntudies‘ >

“Bei

°Ppog u“s:‘p loyed gave me
S 5

" t_° do things |

v like ye
roof
Qusg my

2,394-block Lego plane”,
Sara Sanders '13 said

Although Sanders has taken
advantage of the time she
has spent unemployed, oth-
er alumni were unfortunate
enough to get an internship.

“Not being paid to do work
similar to my paid co-workers
is a motivating experience”,
Karen Huber '13 said. “It
gives me an incentive to see
the real privilege of working
in the field that I spent 3 years
studying for and always have
known that I wanted to do™.

to pursue different interests.

“Working steady full-time
shifts in a laboratory just did
not leave me enough time for
myself”, Silverstein said. “My
Instagram page has been se-
riously suffering from lack
of updates. Employment just
isn’t for me™.

He was dressed in “naval whites”, while another
flatmate was dressed as Dr. Evil, “and we were
sitting at the bar, feeling a bit kinda stupid, and
it was 8:30 when everyone was supposed to

turned arcund and there was a guy in full scuba
gear, walking inta the bar, the whole works, flip-
pers, the works, and there was a guy dressed in
pylamas and a dressing gown with a pipe and
slippers, next to him. I'm like T'm pretty sure,

| youre with us™. Bants. They even had a casino
| setup incone cof their bedrooms! Ledge!

REPORTED MAMMAL SIGHTINGS HOAX
T0 BOOST FOREIGNERS® MORAL

REPORTS OF ALLEGED SIGHTINGS OF UNIDEN-
med but “defimitely furry and totally: not
made up’ mammals that have. been pouring in
throughout the: Anckland area were discovered
to be an elaborate ruse.

The perpetrator, an American named Olive
Glideon, had apparently grown  increasing-
ly frustrated with the lack of mammals in New
Zealand. Glideon refused to answer any of this
reporter’s questions. However, she spoke of her
dastardly crimes on an online blog she kept. A
post dated right before the first reported sight-
ing said, “There are so many damn birds in this
country, but the only mammals I've seen since I
got here are the possums that screamed at me
from a tree one night! [ can't be the only one who
feels like they're being personally attacked by
this. I have to give my people hope. Mammals
are an American staple”.

Police officer Nora Maine stated, “Glideon has
terrorized the New Zealand community with her
vicious lies. We're bird people. If it doesn't have
hollow bones, it frightens us". Glideon has been
sentenced to six months of bird-related commu-
nity service.

;
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COLUMNS

BATZ WITH CARTZ

LAZY.

I'r's HARD COMING UP WITH THINGS
to write about every week. Es-
pecially when you're not being
paid to do it (last week's column
was all lies, by the way, especially
the bit about getting paid loads
of money). This week I'm feeling
particularly lazy, so I've decided
to simply watch YouTube videos
and write about them.

“RYAN ADAMS — BLANK SPACE™

Taylor Swift is the most incredi-
ble creature I've ever seen. She'’s
like a beautiful blonde gazelle. So
much so that you're never quite
sure whether you want to seduce
her across the dancefloor, marry
her and live happily ever afterina
fairy-tale castle in the Swiss alps,
or else stalk her across the sa-
vannah, snap her neck and slowly
devour her in the bloo?-red Lght

of 2 Ugandan sunset. I guess if!

e -

ons roli. But as 3 huniz
get arrested, sc ['ll probelly guc
with plan A.

Swift writes her own music, un-
like feminist icon Beyoncé, who is
so empowered and independent

co-writers. Do you know how
“Crazy in Love” was written? A
songwriter came up with the idea
and approached Beyoncé’s peo-
ple. They set up a meeting, she
liked the song, so he worked on it
while she went shopping for sev-
eral hours. When she came back
to the studio, she looked in the
mirror, saw how messy her hair
was, and was like “I'm looking so
crazy right now". The songwriter
guy was like “That's the hook!"”,
and that'’s basically the entirety of
her contribution. What an amaz-

10 - Craccum. 22

ing inspiration for young girls ev-
erywhere.

Anyway, this is Ryan Adams’ cov-
er of Swift's “Blank Space™, a song
whose melody I've always liked
but which is ruined by its awful
mall-pop production. Adams'
version strips away the sexless
saccharine sheen Swift's sterile
Swedish producers coated the
original in, revealing the beating
heart beneath. I can't stop listen-
ing to it. His “Shake It Off” cover,
in the style of Bruce Springsteen
circa Nebraska (or maybe “I'm
On Fire"), is good too, but it's just
a fun stylistic experiment. This is
actually way better than the orig-
inal.

“YAMPYROTEUTHIS “VAMPIRE SQUID FROM
HELL’ - PLANET EARTH”

I have a long-running Facebook
conversation with a group of
friends. There are so many mes-
sages that sometimes people ar-
en't caught up with them all and
end up replying to some random
shit that happened 20 messag-
es ago. Today, in response to
something someone else said, I
wrote “Jesus Christ. Comment-
ing on Duncan Garner's Face-
book comments must be like
pissing in an ocean of piss”. The

very next comment (from some- |
| ever might maybe freak people

one who shall remain nameless)
was “OMG I've actually had that

before and it's super delicious”. |

She was responding to some-
thing further up the converza
on that wrasa™ a

tio: 2! waen't piss-related, Zut

Wow 1)’;.;

ieaa that last para-
graph and it was not the least
bit funny. I guess things said in

Facebook chat kind of loze their

| funniness and become super bor-
that all her songs need six male |

ing when you put them in print,
huh? Sorry about that. Let's just
all treat this as a learning experi-
ence and move on, shall we? Any-
way, I asked this group of people
for videos to watch and someone
suggested this. I can't really tell
what's going on in it. It just looks
like a bunch of creatures from
Half-Life and the narrator seems
to be speaking gibberish. It re-
minds me of that Captain Beef-
heart track that goes “a squid eat-
ing dough in a polyethylene bag
is fast and bulbous”. I don’t think
he’s even saying real words.

{ER ACROS

MARRY HER AND
EVER AFTER IN A FA
CASTLE IN THE SWISS

“THE INFAMOUS IRVING TEXAS
CLOCK--CHALLENGING THE STORY'S

FOUNDATION”

This is about that 14 year old
Xid in Texas who invented a
homemade digital clock, took it
to school, and the police came
and questioned him because it
looked like a fake bomb. The
kid has since had job offers from
Google and Twitter, invitations
to visit the White House and the
United Nations, and scholarship
offers from universities across
the United States, because he's
obviously a child genius.

This video recreates the process
of making the clock. It takes 19
seconds. It's just opening a bed-
side alarm clock, pulling the guts
out, and stuffing them inside one
of those little metal briefcases.
That's literally all this kid did. He
didn’t “invent” shit. There are 14
year olds who actually do build
electronics from scratch, includ-
ing things way more complex than
clocks. Where's their scholarship
to MIT?

This whole story is bullshit any-
way. This kid is a genius, yet he's
too dumb to realise something
that looks exactly like every
bomb in every Hollywood movie

out? Actuaily, he did realise that,
because in his own words “I didn't

i

want to lock {4 tom
a threat, so | just use

ble so it Won't log
picious”, Hmm

and his sigter
school for -
threats,

Was suspe
Quess wh::dfdhql

bony

Now, some People say
that is importans, o =
ant thing is that this kiq o
questioned because of 3 2
colour, Appaxemly if you'rg
you can just walk aroung a

full of kids all day carry;

bomb and no-one will batga:hh

lid. ght. Ina o
try where white kids get Suspeng,
ed for drawing pictures of quny,
making a gun with their
or biting a Pop-Tart into the shape
of a gun? I don't think s, Ite]
you what, you try walking through
an American airport carrying 3
briefcase with wires sticking oy
of it and a giant countdown timer
inside. I don't care what you look
like, you're gonna get asked some
questions.

“WATCH THE CLASSIEST, MOST
GENTLEMANLY ARREST EVER™

Well, that's another one done and
dusted. Time to collect my re
ward: a $50 bar tab and 100 succ
lent meat skewers. Till next week,
tata and farewell.
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M NOT SURE HOW TO MAINTAIN
Iconversauon that's more than just
sxchanging anecdotes. Some-
sne tells a story. It's pithy. Tight-
ly structured. Thematically rich.
[hen over. I'll laugh approvingly

1s long as I can, buying time to
find a dubiously-relevant count-
sr-anecdote, elaboration-prompt-
ing inquiry, or excuse to leave and
70 to bed. You can't leave it too
long. Between narratives hover
lerrifying gaps. Pitfalls of empty
sonversation and potential confir-
mation, that I'm boring, and disin-
lerested in other people.

| mean, obviously some people
have actual friends, which is im-
pressive. They trade jokes and
stay up late mistaking groggi-
ness for sincerity. Working cycli-
taly through four-or-so topics
on which they both actually have

opinions. Competing arc:i:d new
People to be the most = 1: .2 cd-to,
the most intelligently .- Zcpre-
Cﬂlmg the most alpha ¢! tie be-

fa-males, At some peint you get

::;h:hr enough to stop w orxymg
i tey think of you and take
& Or granted. But that can't
laP.Pen with everyone. Dunbar
n:'bl:'ou can only maintain 150
e social relationships, and
ingy less if you're o dumbass. Fall-

into Pérmanent acquaintance-

ships ig e
&mer and
bui ding cleaner than

They're

Ohe-notg, Passably sociable, but

i Eventually that note
s @ says, in his 21st
fw‘:"m;?r the billionth time). My
o dotes are told, fourteen
c‘mﬁm\lhec:e I flounder, We've
ey all the ways our inter-
®'ve joked about ways

\

they don't. Made and re-made ev-
ery common reference. Even if we
haven't yet, the moment's coming.
When nothing will remain to say.

At least from my own life. I spend
most of it indoors, which isn't a
great place to form connections or
experience new things. So I turn
to folk-I-know tales. Legends of
other people. It's not stealing sto-
ries, just recounting the tale of me
hearing them. And why not? Ev-
ery 21" lineup confirms that most
kids only feature in about two and
a half good anecdotes (but are the
actual kindest, and have enough
personality to fill a killer acrostic
or set of rhyming couplets).

Iwent to a party earlier in the year.
A flatmate’s boyfriend controlled
the house speakers via Bluetooth
from a phone. Come midnight
they went to bed. No-one turned
off the speakers. Fifteen minutes
later, porn sounds. No-one turned
off the speakers. Come boyfriend,
the noises ceased.

It wasn’t my story.I wasn't there at
the time — I was in the bathroom,
getting higher than the Empire
State. But I went to the party, and
got told about it right after. Now I
tell others. Because it's amusing,
and because it proves I was invit-

ed to a party.

I'll probably never see this boy-
friend again, and don't remember
his name, but still feel bad. In his
shoes I'd be embarrassed (and
sticky). I rely totally on self-ef-
facing anecdotes, but end mine
bzfore the slinking to bed and
waiching porn on an 4 in a house
full of people. I retain control over
what gets out.

My man in Otago went to town.
Talked to girls. Somewhat pulled.
Was invited back to her place.
“To watch a DVD”. Went. Chose
The LEGO Movie (which both had
seen). Was too nervous to make a
move. Watched The LEGO Movie
(which both had seen). Went to
sleep. Then home.

It's funny, sort of sweet, and also
totally private. But I don't live in
Otago. I could tell anybody with-
out word making it back to either
of them. I could put it in Craccum
to no avail. But it's still disconcert-
ing to realise people know inti-

mate details of your life you didn't
tell them (says my friend Jonnie,
from whom I stole this sentence).

Amongst friends there’s implied

permission to retell stories for
utility. But they're muddy waters.
Nothing genuinely compromis-
ing (at least never with names
attached). It's bad form to use
someone’s best anecdotes as con-
versation fodder when they have
to make their own impressions.
And it’s kinda corrosive.

Particularly when they’'re more en-
tertaining than you. To stay fresh I
grew reliant on others. Telling re-
runs from my funniest friends’ per-
sonalities. Like the Year 12s on the
very fringe of popularity in high
school, furiously reciting Anchor-
man because the only thing they
actually had to say for themselves
was please accept me, please
God, accept me: [ want to be liked
by you. Keep thinking I'm funxty or
interesting because nothing but
your fleeting approval keeps me
on this planet, I could disappear
at any moment from sheer lack of
substance, please pay attention to
me, please (I resented, because I
saw it late and wasn’t a huge fan).
I've ended up trapped between
social circles, desperately hoping
they never touch for fear that I've
misrepresented them to each oth-
er — or worse, represented them
accurately .

COLUMNS

One of the better decisions I ever
made in first year was making
no friends, losing all of my social
skills, and writing my painfully so-
ciopathic innermost feelings into
this magazine. Anonymously, of
course. I didn’t want my name in
Craccum. But it took six days to re-
alise I didn’t want my thoughts in
it either. Part of the fun of crushing
alone-ness was not worrying what
others thought. Surely my secrets
were safe with the magazine's ~8
readers. As safe as could be, short
of being actually secret.

But they weren’t! One of those
eight also lived in my hall of res-
idence! And told everyone! The
dick. My life transformed very
briefly. I was interesting. A pa-
rodical pariah. (What I'd thought
was) my biting wit and potent
but humanistic nihilism (it was
neither) provided notoriety and
connection. I felt known to, and
by. people. Too dysfunctional to
be self-conscious, I felt liberated.
But within a few days having rel-
ative strangers offer feedback on
things I'd been too uncomfortable
to say aloud was weird.

When people now bring up things
they've heard about from years
ago I feel invaded. Or even when
they don’t. Eventually they come
up, and I feel uncomfortable. As
I should. Because I was a douche.
But I'm young. A young douche.

WHEN PEOPLE NOWY BRING

UP THINGS THEYVE HEARD
ABOUT FROM YEARS AGO |
FEEL INVApED OR EVEN WHEN

THEY DON'T.

THEY COME lll&

COMFORTA

U
SHOULD. BECAU

DOUCHE. BUT |

T. EVENTUALLY
AND | FEEL
LE. A |
SE| WAS A
M YOUNG.

A YOUNG DOUCHE.
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COLENNS

GLITTER AND CLUDGE

FARE EVADERS

WITH TESSA NADEN

HE GOVERNMENT RECENTLY AN-
Tnounced its intentions to fine
fare evaders on our public trans-
port system $150 to $1000. This is
quite a step up from the hardly en-
forcable $20 penalty rates already
on our transport system, but it's
also strange. Who evades fares?
Students, the poor, and the unem-
ployed. Also young people (or the
often racially-tinged 'youths’).

How are they going to pay a $150
fine, let alone the $1500? And it
does ignore the central question:
why do people avoid fares? I often
evade fares: I spent my first year

KANT OR WONT?

AN EVIL THOUGHT
EXPERIMENT

WITH ADITYA VASUDEVAN AND CALLUM L0

IL THOUGHT EXPERIMENT: SUP-
E'posing a government tomorrow
was to promise the adult vot-
ing-age population of New Zea-
land unlimited free beer on week-
ends, and/or a free hundy bag of
weed each week in exchange for
giving up their right to vote for
themselves and their descendants
in perpetuity, what percentage of
the population do you think would

12-Craccum.22

paying 1 stage for the bus, and I
often only pay to Glen Innes when
I take a trip to work at Sylvia Park.
My chances of getting caught do-
ing that approach are zero: under-
paying on the train is extremely
easy. It's harder at the gated sta-
tions, but that simply requires
paying enough to get through the
turnstile: what's next is up to you.
And going from one ungated sta-
tion to another, with a bit of luck,
is a total trifle. Instead of impos-
ing fines on people who probably
won't pay them, it's probably bet-
ter to install turnstiles.

1don't avoid fares for any ideolog-
ical reason, and like almost every
other fare evader, I am not a cack-
ling villain scheming to stop up to
a whopping six percent of Auck-
land Transport's revenue. I do it
because I'm actually pretty broke.
And I'll tell you right now: proba-
bly almost everyone who evades
fares does so to save money be-
cause they don't have a lot. And
cash fares are bloody expensive
now: It's $4.50 for my 4km, two-
stage trip into town. It was $3.40
when I started uni, something that

weould propably taxe 1t ap. b
I'm censidering it right now. [
eled weekends forevermore. In a
way, people are already making
this trade off on their own. Every

| person who decides that voting is

too much hassle for them is con-
senting to give up their voting
rights for that particular year in
order to enjoy the material ben-
efits of staying at home in the
warmth.

However principled and rational
we are, it's hard to marry our-
selves to the abstract processes
of democracy and politics. We
are obsessed with our own ends,
and though elections are meant
to facilitate these ends, the emo-
tional appeal of something we can
get immediately drowns out the
prospect of getting drowned out

seems reasonable now. $4.50 is
‘McDonalds Cheeseburger Com-
bo'-level of monetary spending.
It also adds up: $170 living costs
a week gets hit pretty quickly by
$45 a week in return transport
costs. That's enough for 9 cheese-
burger combos.

And of course, what if you do take a
risk with this $150 fine and have to
fit that into your budget? Goodbye
rent, hello homelessness. There
are better options than punishing
people who by and large are try-
ing to save some money for food or
rent by taking a risk evading fares
than slapping them monetarily.

And let's not forget: the biggest
fare evader in London was a city

banker. Not what
ing this change are .. PAW-
when they think fare e::‘hhg of
of what I've seen jg ST Moy
ing hoodlums', which js .
rite white middle clasg
for a certain king of Person,
°f°°““e-Wh5nwenanb g A“d.
up our HWHs, we algq bﬁnrmggmq
that 'fare evad,en- are the up
fingerpainting poop muras

the train, being violent, ang a
sorts. Havmg fare evaded, mostof
the.&meldoget”‘hemm
trying to avoid attention, not getit

People app,

Wear.
O ey

I think that this fine needs to pe
re-evaluated: like all static fines it
impacts those at the bottom alot
more than those at the top - ip.
cluding us students.

| THINK THAT THIS FINE NEEDS T0 BE
RE-EVALUATED: LIKE ALL STATIC FINES
IT IMPACTS THOSE AT THE BOTTORM

A LOT MORE THAN THOSE AT THE

TOP — INCLUDING US STUDENTS.

wersiis reices each
ily differ-

e iar more about actual
tlungs 1 our lives like free beer
than the lofty politics of the gov-
ernment. So we've progressively
devolved more and more poli-
cy-making to technocrats. If one
were to take things a step further,
one might say that what we all re-
ally want is a benevolent dictator.
How strong are our preferences
really? Thaler and Sunstein, in
their book Nudge, examined how
the way choices are framed affects
the decisions that people make.
Long story short, they found that
people’s decisions were deeply
affected by the way different op-
tions were ordered, and what the
default positions were: what was
first in the cafeteria queue, or at
eye level on the supermarket shelf
were prefered more often by peo-
ple. Maybe an all-powerful dicta-
tor who gave us social goods, yes,

1. . beer, and adequate hea*
c+i-, education and employme®
o, portunities would be sufficiest
to sate our procedural wants.

| More frightening still is the P

pect of a government M,Z::
you material things, andin sent
only expects you t0 remamm is
while they oppress Othe™s: .
essentially the situation ml orates
where the population tc:;ses in
massive human rights & b
return for rampant income

thus
t

The obvious ansWe towe.ns
thought exli’el'i‘“e‘m l’.m o
people, are often 7728 o matt®f
the above — 2patly O 1 iond
of procedure Of laCk:Poosition"’f
preferences — in-inf"““ed'
the fact that We &% o ¢
biased, short-ter™ en ™

need to do b?ner;boug hind*
read enough cate S
enough, we d° g'enenot aiwel?
preferences. They*®
perfect, but they
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AN OUTSIDER’S
PERSPECTIVE

=ae | WHATIS THE AUCK- e
e = STUDENT'S ASSOCI- ¥

S ATION ANYWAY?
S ADYOCACY AnvucAcv,
= ADVOCACY WAS
T RESOUNDING ANSWEB
i EVERYONE

FROM

INVOLYED. AUSA IS
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— BE IT WELFARE
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eryone's mind is probably what is the Auck-

land University Student's Association anyway? ‘
1 posed this question 10 all the interviewees,
mdmmodtogouverymnimomn-pom {
advocacy was the re- ||
involved. ||

sounding answer from everyone

Ambmwoﬁamppomosmdoma—bo i

nm.mmmndumduwmm

!
Wolfare VP oversees the running of services ! :
mwmmmmumx-i
gency grants for food, hardship, toxtbooks, |
mdap!om&ymnbh!oboyiwmosmdonu 1

mmhduponunndmd.uhhulmd.

may have nowhere else to turn. $176.86 doesn't |

quite cut it right? While this seems like stuff
that would affect only a small number of stu-
dents, it's actually one of the most important
putlotAUSA.WolllhwwmoWAMeua
struggle, and I'm not looking at the Fulltimers
Society for data on this; family trip to Hawaii
anyone? Transport costs, increasing fees, and
the ever present Auckland housing bubble
(which, by the way, only seems to be continu-
ally expanding *thanks OCR*), mean the pres-
sure on AUSA's Wellare aspect is growing. This
unique safety net gives out tens of thousands of
dollars to students in need. !

The next point, and I'm giving you a behind the
scenes look now, is the role of lobbying and
being a voice for students on University Coun-
cils. Members of AUSA sit on councils fighting
for student rights. You probably don't know,
because it doesn't tend to enter your bubble of
social media, that they consult on student issues
and give feodback on policy and other matters
affecting students. "The existence of AUSA rec-
ognises that students should have some sort of
say and control over what happens to them,"
Paul explains. Think of AUSA as a legitimate
voice for students — an organised, well exe-
cuted way for students to address issues within
the University — without it, [ kinda get the im-
pression that the Uni would run us over with a
steam roller labelled ‘student fees'. The ability
to have a collective voice for students gives us
moere legitimacy and weight in improving the

E ... 0

SING FEES; AND THE EeER
AUCKLAND HOUSING Bu

RHE PRESSURE ON'AUSA’

SIS,

S

AT ISGRIVN

Uni and combating negative change. Without .

AUSA, trying to speak out against things tho
Unlhdomqbadlymuldbollbmcau.
mdpcoplomddpmbnuy]umnbo-

need a torch to sort through the shade around
this area. From time to time the path crosses
with that of Campus Life *said in a whisper
80 as not to wake the sleeping giant* — who
held O'Week events such as the SIGMA con-
cert. At other unis, this sort of thing tends to
be the student's association’s turf, but [ digress.
AUSA holds events across campus that atterapt
to create the traditional student experience,
according to Will, Re-OWeek and Politics
Week provide studonts with events such as the
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But what about the fun stuff, you may ask? I'm &
student, and deserve to enjoy myself like they !
did in the 70's and 80's! Ah, weell this is where

the path gets murky and diverges — | may  uni management
- 1o be topics that
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point of weaknesses, | thunk there wry some
are equally clear. I suppose owing 1o 8§
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&VL VEALL SEEN IT. WELL, MAYBETHOSEOF US

onthe left have. It's not a partii arly eW.
feature, though with the Inl
pliied. s

It was Maoist Musical Chairs
fome variation between 'horsé
tumblrs GOSH, ‘call-out cul
% kom its proponents ‘new a@
3ble',and such forth. I like to thl
€45 left, wherein we all play o N,
Butis the criticism valid: does J88
ichieve results? What are the ‘af
Bese results? Is there anotherw
question ~ i this new activisn‘tA
"’ Is it activism? Or is it that

Py, here are a few things the left has a ten-
:‘0 do. It frequently engages in races to
801::\ on the oppressed scale. It stems
oy u‘“’“! Perfectly rational: that we ask
£3 10 listen to the lived experiences

G2t e h:lms}:ed under the current system,
& “€D 10 their voices and make sure
3 ey fn)xlm s much time as everybody else.
8 e e e_m‘°_“ed and it's valuable ~ where
Wil 1o i In a movement led by straight
el Ity dogay~thk women? Absolutely
Pisatong fe in left-wing parties and or-
Momey the world over, It's even in AUSA:
™. Maori, and Pacific students all

om

FEATURE BY LYNLEY BLAIR

get guaranteed representation and advocates
on the AUSA Executive.

So, where does the ‘race to the bottom’, come
in, you say? Well, people take advantage of
making sure that experiences are shared: op-

pression Olympics in other words. ‘I am'more |

oppressed than thou® and so forth, and then'
goes from there, ‘As I am more oppressed,
my opinions are more valid on this topic and

THE LEFT
FREQUENTLY
ENGAGES IN

RACES T0 THE
BOTTOM ON
THE OPPRESSED
SCALE.

NEW

TIVISM:
EFT EATS LEFT?

“friend of mine posted about Bernie Sande

FEATURE

yours are irrelevant’. Now, this is obvious and

sensible when, say, a straight person is telling

the gays How Gays Work. That's not a relevant -
opinion. But it's when those words  turn into I~
am more oppressed and ALl MY OPINIONS
ARE MORE RELEVANT" that it becomes a pro
lem. - “‘f;;.

Phillip, name changed for this story,
the ‘new activists'. He meets me in an off:
pus café, he’s small and lithe, and ext
ly expressive. He's also got an' exam
[the Democratic presidential candidate], an
how people erase his Jewishness. So of course,
someone posts about ‘how does being old and '
white prevent you from being Jewish?'. So the
person explained their point of view, and all
they got back was ‘I'm trans, don't talk to me
about identity, you don't know anything’. It be-
comes a real race to the bottom”.

The race to the bottom is usually a tool used
in the main weapon of the new activism: call-
out culture. Feminist blogger Flavia Dzodan
described ‘call-out culture’ as a ‘drama the left
loves to play out’, and, to an extent, it is essen-
tially a masterclass in political pantomime. The
average call-out almost has a script. Usually,
an idiot or some other hapless soul makes a
poorly thought out comment. Not the end of
the world. They're usually left-wing and liked



FEATURE

by those around them. The poorly-thought out
comment almost instantaneously goes out to
the Internet, which then proceeds to tweet/
comment/Facebook/virtual piss on the wall,
at whomever made the comment. The accu-
sations start: the original commenter is now
a racist transmisogynist pig, sets their alarm
at 4am and sleeps for 2 hours a day in order
to maximise their time oppressing, blah blah
blah. Apologies are demanded. ‘I'm taking my
time out to EDUCATE YOU' is a phrase that gets
thrown around. As does, ‘Apologise unreserv-
edly and LEARN FROM ME SHOUTING ATYOU.
GOSH!' Their urge to be ideologically pure is
not sated even if the person gives an apology,
which ends up being a ‘fauxpology’. The dust
settles eventually: apology or not, the original
commenter is now ‘problematic’, and scru-
tinised as a future target.

While the proponents and actors in call out cul-
ture view it as a net benefit, those in the com-
munities where this often takes places don't.
Asking around one particular marginalised
community gets me some interesting respons-
es. Phillip gives me his own input, often partic-
ipating in call outs himself.

What's also forgotten in these examinations of
call out culture is the actual effects on the ac-
tions of those in the movement. Sources close
to AUSA told me that the Womens' Rights Of-
ficers were extremely upset with the back-
lash against Womensfest, and it took a week
before their detractors actually engaged with
them. That didn't stop their critiquers from self
righteously insisting the WROs had or had not
adequately responded. Other sources close
to AUSA told me that earlier in the year, the
Queer Rights Officer (who also writes for this
magazine and has discussed it within), had
also been targeted for calling out, for a joke
that was later confessed to be ‘not really offen-
sive'. Callout culture was deployed as a weap-
on to remove her from her position, based on
her associations with other people. It doesn't
seem to be particularly effective when it is
targeted at certain people - three months of
calling out did nothing to the previous Queer
Rights Officer, who maintained his position de-
spite being one of the more ineffective QROs
in recent memory. Internal sources close to

R T L

THE INTERNET ISN'T MATURE ENOUG

FOR INTERNET AGTIVISM T0 BE A

REAL THING. | FEEL LIKE A LOT OF [T

IS ENTIRELY ABOUT TERMINOLOGY
SOMEONE LEARNT ON TUMBLR

him betrayed that he felt extremely upset, but |

this made him more set in his ways, rather than
willing to acknowledge anyone else's opinion.
Almost all those I talked to about being target-

ed refused to go on record and didn't really |
wish to talk to me. But they all agreed on one |
thing: that those who did the calling out didn't |
wish to be engaged with properly. One person |
told me of ten different attempts, including to |
others’ faces, before those calling out attempt- |

ed to gatecrash a meeting. Others told me of
being told that ‘mental illness’ prevented any
attempt to engage. Other words were thrown
around, like ‘I feel unsafe’ which came across

nlaldunmmlunotom.mu;

says “A lot of the people who are the m
gagers in this behaviour are the ones
fuse to engage, but they want those they
to engage. They think they aren't i
to anyone”. Sources close to AUSA
ternal feelings ~ “I feel like 1 have to
eggshells, all the time now, lest so
offended”.

Sarah and Sanjay, friends of those who ha
been called out, confirm this point of view.
feel like a lot of people who call others oul
have a real self-righteous attitude to the way

they go about this. They really push their iden- §

tities and opinions on others. It kinda warps
them, almost”. Sanjay thinks “The internet isn't
mature enough for internet activism to be a
real thing. I feel like a lot of it is entirely about
terminology someone learnt on Tumblr”.

Whether the argument is valid or not, it's in-

WE I THE LEFT NEED T0 CONFRONT

OUR BULLYING CULTURE. AND WE NEED
10 D0 IT BEFORE WE BEGOME AN EVEN
BIGGER JOKE THAN WE ALREADY ARE.

——

disputable that this culture can lead to pec:
feeling bullied or unsafe - and the who:
feel unsafe’ argument becomes bunkum s |

| those who are being called out use it. w2

going to start arguing with people, shoui =
make sure that those who are being amg
with are safe also? Or is that too big a coscs
sion to those we disagree with? Phillip ages
“It gets taken too far when they start to getx
gressive and when people say it's aggress
andabudvoyum(lolditnonepohmk

y rational to tell people off for 57
pething insensitive, rude, or flat out big?™*
#t it is not useful when it is used as a '’

" bully those on the same time. Al too obe**

we see, this call-out culture ventures s *
out bullying or picking on those that the p “
who is calling them out doesn't like. Tha's* |
activism, it’s bullying. And 1 don't thinky**
cauyomeuanacuvmumamnnsow’ ‘
ist activity’ you do. lttakesawaytxomﬂw"
doorknock. Those in our students’ asso®™
gmnguptonsonheunmemordem"’v
better place for minority students. Peopt ™
join political parties, no matter ho®
they may be, andtrytomakechinqe"'
Those civil servants trying to do good ®*
time. ﬂusxstrueacuvmn'mesemﬂ*?‘“
making the changes to our world. NO'”“‘_
mslsungtheykmwntalltosometwe
Twitter. That's not useful, lhaunolhd?"”(
nmayactuallybedamaqmgmem(’*"“

See, these fights between people ot




s everybody look'lihe pet-
M dn'ldmn who can t see the
for the trees. Someone
gesa understand the slightest
baolterminology? That doesn't
gake them a bigot, itjustmeans
peydon’t understand the minu-
42 of queerness the way you
do.]t doesn't discredit their ac-
gvism, it doesn't make them not
areal activist. The eternal quest
fr ideological purity on the
1ok leads us to one direction:
clectoral oblivion. Making real
change is fucking hard work.
Jt is not work you can sit on
your ass and pontificate online
about: it's convincing people,
one by one, that the cause you
believe in and support is valid.
Nobody is going to understand
it right away. No one ever will.
But that's the meat and bones of
actual change. Because when
 people see our eternal ques-
tion for ideological purity, it
doesn't show a political move-
ment that can govern New Zea-
land They see a bunch of haters
and whiners. That's not helphﬂ.

The left has too many pmblexg‘;",
vith infighting as it is. Becauses

this isn't new: the left has
Ways done this, We have al
irqued between each ou\ei,
these fights were not on pulll

forums like online social me-
dia. They were in our meetings.
Now we broadcast all this for
people to see, and it makes us
look appalling. This isn't us —
we as a movement can achieve
so much.

And doing this to others turns
them off the movement. I know
of people who have left, or
stopped engaging. Good peo-
ple. Good people who said
something ill-advised, now
written off and not interested.
Or people who go the other way
because those espousing the
views they hold behave utterly
appallingly. We in the left need
to confront our bullying culture.
And we need to do it before we
become an even bigger joke
than we already are. If you think
you're not part of the problem,
examine yourself. And then go.
Go and volunteer for some-
thing. Just do it.

Because that's how you actually
change things. Not this fighting.
We need to quit it. And we need
to work towards a better future

3 together: have our disagree-

1 ments and call each other out,
| yes, but never make this the
f! main focus of our activism.

MIST AL
BT}

FTHOSE
BOUT BEING

TARGETED REFUSED T0 60
INRECORD AND DIDN'T
REALLY WISH T0 TALK
i e
THAT THOSE WHO DID THE

LALLING 0UT DIDN'T WISH
10 BE ENGAGED PROPERLY.

Help us piece together
a New Bus Network

Auckland Transport is
making changes to the bus
network in East Auckland
and Central Suburbs.

What's in store for students?

Missed your bus? Get the next

On key routes buses will run at least every 15 minutes
between 7am to 7pm, 7 days a week, and at lower
frequencies outside of these times.

Varying class and study hours

A simpler, more frequent, and better connected network
will make using public transport easier and more reliable
for students’ changeable routines, varying class and
study hours.

Better weekend frequencies and more buses
in peak times to the city

East Auckland and Central Suburbs changes will

happen in 2017

What journey requirements will you need in two years’
time? Where do you want to travel for work, education,
medical, shopping and entertainment? We're planning
for the future, but the time for feedback is now.

Tell us what you think by 10 December 2015.

Come talk to us on campus and pick up some
giveaways and goodies.

DATE LOCATION

AUT, City Campus,
Wed 7 Oct, 11am to 2pm Hikuwai Plaza

Auckland University,
City Campus, Quad

Thur 8 Oct, 11am to 2pm

View the consultation brochure, map,
feedback form and online discussion at
AT.govt.nz/NewNetwork
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CROSSING THE LINE

BY LOREN MCCARTHY

S A YOUNG STUDENT VENTURING INTO THE REALM
Aof doing one's own grocery shopping, you
quicklyxealisematmerearetimutogotothesu-
permarket, and times not to go to the supermar-
ket. 5pm on any day falls into the latter category.
Ideally, 7am would be the time but that's barely
an acceptable hour to be partially conscious
in the student world, let alone fully functioning
and interacting. So once again, having neglect-
ed to do my shopping all week and becoming
tired of living off the dregs of cereal and pasta,
I find myself at 5Spm on a Sunday heading into
the hallowed hall of food. I recognise my mis-
take immediately — people fleeing out the one
way entrance is never ever a good sign, usually
I would turn and run for the hills but I was pretty
desperate (in other words, I was googling ‘rec-
ipes with spaghetti, creamed corn and tinned
peaches') so I surged forward against the tide of
better decision makers into the mayhem that is
evening food shopping.

It's classic nightmare material — there's the
person wearing annoyingly noisy jandals who
seems to be following me around the shelves
judging my purchases until I subtly spend an
unhealthy amount of time looking at the differ-

ent peanut butter options and they're forced to
flip flop their way noisily past me. There's the
shelf hog who simultaneously manages to f:m
off access to both the rice and the pasta which
is an absolute crisis because those are student
staples I literally can't leave without. There's
the person I accidentally make eye contact
with more than once in my convoluted journey
around the shelves.

'I'henu\eze‘smemonstexumisthelineitself.lt
islitexal]ythelengthoitheenﬁrestone,itgo&s
around a corner for goodness sake. And there
I am at the back. From here it only gets worse.
nleguybelﬁndme(oniﬁsphone)whacksme
with his basket every time he steps forward. The
girlinﬁomolme(onhexphone)mhutenyears
to notice every time there is an opportunity to
move forward. Someone new approaches the
line and I see their eyes widen as they realise
what they have done. That's right, I smirk, this is
the line, and you are at the back. Join us unfortu-
nate souls, welcome to the fold, friend. And they
trudge, accepting their fate, all the way down
past the people in front of them to the very back
of the store amongst the milk and the eggs.

V‘I()l’seisz‘lenpeoplen‘)ﬁmhe}me

past me to get to the °‘he’=‘deofm,f§
aml,thewealmtlimcorsgmew& Ty
awkwa!ﬂlyclosetomegminmd' 2oy
mteﬁﬁsisnotapasagemm}:‘?d
presenceﬂ\elineis,itdivides,hestmmm i
havetocmsﬁ\elinetojoinmeb&kdmmh
yourspotwimwe.'l'hedevexmmmm
line&omafarandheadedfortheem&nh
me and 1 am literaly internal weepey o
predicament. I walk past shelves of .
onthemytomygoal.Bagehwhenwuhh
time I had bagels? Literally never. Fresh st pyy
is this? A pineapple, I forgot they even sold try

Finally I reach the front, realise I forgo r
(rookie mistake), forsake the milk and rsp
myself to dry cereal and black coffee for thener
two weeks before I once again gather up s
foolhardy courage to brave the supermarket ¥y
supermarket strategy may be a mess, | know b
it's taught me a lot. You know those cookbook |
which boast that every recipe consists of ez
four ingredients? I could write them inmysi
Watch out Jamie Oliver, wait ‘til you see whil
can do with a can of spaghetti.

THEN THERE'S THE MONSTER THAT IS THE LINE ITSELF. IT IS LITERALLY T
LENGTH OF THE ENTIRE STORE, IT GOES AROUND A CORNER FOR GOODNESS i

Al

DEAR DIARY

BY ISABELLE RUSSELL

S SEVERAL FILLED NOTEBOOKS IN A BOX UNDER

my bed will testify, my preteen years were
marked by phases of dedicated diarising -
and all other times were marked by apathy
towards the fervent recording of typically
mundane daily details. They often seemed
trivial, or like I was trying too hard to be frank
and honest and poignant about why I chose
those Green Day lyrics for my ReLi kEwL MSN
tAgLiNe or who awkwardly invited who to the
Year 8 social. The entries inevitably became
sparser and more scattered, but I would al-
ways Vow to recommit myself to my diary.

Probably as a result of writing for Craccum,
plus encouragement from a few articles I've
chanced upon, the question I've Pondered
recently has been this: should I keep a diary
as an adult (a label which I still fee] doesn't
really apply to me)? On the rare occasion

when | do a very thorough room clean, the
diaries of my youth resurface. Much cringing
ensues, but I'm gratefal to my younger self for
keeping them. Not only are there immediate
psychelogical benefits of journal-writing, but
they leave a long-term record of yourself from
every stage of your life. Why not relive the
cringe moments from every decade?

Whenmygmndxmpauedaway.wetomld
her old pocket diaries, Hoping for a wealth of
detailed musings on life in Post-war Britain, or
some salacious gossip, one of the only gems
:: Ifnean}xed among the repeated “rainy to-
toy and wen} danmng tonight” was an as-

undingly racist joke she had been taught

at school which | shouldn’t reprint here for

fear .of the reactionary letters to the editors
::: u: weemed magazine. No disrespect to
wzn.t ::s}\ed grandma, but my new journal
gt pag.es of dull Play-by-plays of what
e Od:day 24 September 2015. Dear Dia-
.se ami mrhed On my terrible LAW 399
gymandneau:smgmnem.l also went to the
- “ea-treated my cat”, Inst ‘dl

to fill it with nhotes, doodles ang = ::t:,lke
longer es

~onsumption (I'm the author and audiencth
i.other old-fashioned pen-o-paper u
-ed out onto a screen.

Taro a leaf from the books of severd of s
tory's devoted diarists’: Anne &
Warhol, Kurt Cobain, Oprah, xamem}eg
field. Even if you can't imagine your lfe
adapted to film or the subject ofam .
display in a hundred years' tim® .‘h“‘
plenty of reasons to get into j0 '

1. RECORDING: A permanent record Of W"-o ’:’:J; \
your life distilled down to the lines
Journals preserve the person Yo we
age, behind a frozen smiling photo :
children and grandchildren 10 o
could also be an historical ﬁc"o
hand experiences of major events

e at )
for i
n

2. RAEKSNE: Writing abost €¥°7%% s
or traumatic experiences " b_‘nsw‘y
exercise. Little notes and ,e?ecuo pd?
help get the creativity ﬂ‘:mng

and achieve “mindfulness -

1, AFRECUTH: Regul Jourmai™d T
age us to appreciate al éf?h
moments of our lives. BY
reflecting on things 'haf ha
hope to form more of a
gratitude (lol).

e
Dear Diary, | wrote 8 Cracce™ w




ATMATES OF THE ABYSS

J1 NN RARRIS
e
UNIVERSITY IN 2010, SINCE THEN, I HAVE
m one hall of residence and ten flats,
Wmuughlmelnumbexoﬂhingl:to
padget (somewhat), to adapt quickly to change,
and to cohabit with all sorts of people. Choices
of fatmate in Auckland are slim because most
live at home with their parents, I've
{ed with some strange people in my time, not
allofthem bad. Allow me 10 recount some of the
highlights for your mid-Jecture entertainment.

1was the only girl in a flat of five lads. They
weren't the best cooks, but they were laid-back,
friendly sorts, We'd hang out together, watch
TV, drink beer, One by one, they all moved
out.Some graduated and went overseas, while
others returned to their parents’ homes to save
money. | managed to fill the rooms, all but one.
Time passed, and the prospect of increased
rent loomed over us. I arrived home one day
lofind a forty three year old geriatric settling
inI'mno ageist, but I did wonder what middle
aged male in his right mind would want to live
witha bunch of twenty year olds.

Every day at noon, Bob headed home from his
work as a gardener and immediately cracked
oen a few cold ones. After polishing off the
twelve pack in the fridge, which he replenished
eachday, he'd start on the Grap« Fanta and vod-
¥a.One dreary Tuesday morn:- ; ! awoke to the

Unmistakable scent of weed - fiing through
™ partially open window. | .« <red through
the curtains and was met with - sight of Bob's

greasy head smoking a fat jou

% 2 joke, the other flatmates and I would
fometimes draw silly pictures on a white-
that was hanging up in the kitchen. Bob
€ convinced that the pictures were a
Personal attack against him. I told him they

were just funny drawings, and not intend-
ed ¥o depict anyone in Particular. Bob didn't
believe me, He drew a picture of an exposed
anus on the whiteboard in retaliation. I moved
out after that,

I rarely saw him. A creature of darkness, he
preferred to stay in his room playing comput-
€r games and frequenting online chats. He'd
sleep by day and game by night, subsisting
off a diet of Coca Cola and various brands of
pizza.[ went on holiday for a month. He didn't
leave the house during that time.

A while later, by some miracle, Dan found him-
self a girlfriend. Online I presume. We were
pleased for him, hoping it might help him to
get out more, It didn't. She'd saunter in through
the ranch slider before ascending the stairs
to what had become a sex attic of sorts. The
muffled sounds we'd hear through the walls
were no longer the bangs and crashes of Call
of Duty, but squawks of agonised pleasure. For
hours at a time, our rickety little house would
shake and shudder. ] never knew Dan had it in
him. One evening, our neighbour knocked on
the door at a late hour to complain about the
noise. I moved out after that.

For a short period of time, I lived in a flat with
totally normal people. Once an overbearing Mt
Eden villa, the building we occupied had been
subdivided into four separate units. We were
all students: hard-working, relaxed, largely
considerate apart from the odd dirty dish left
lying around. As far as our next-door neigh-
bours were concerned however, we were the

LIFESTYLE

fruit of Satan's loins. On our first morning in the
new place I awoke to a stern email from the
property agents. Someone had placed card-
board in the outside bin at 10.30pm the night
before, unfairly disturbing Penelope and Bar-
ry, the middle-aged couple from the unit next
door. They had three children, and wished to
inquire how we dared to recycle on a school
night. Later that day I passed them in the
driveway. Smiling, I adopted my most respect-
ful voice, apologised profusely for bothering
them. Welcomed them to knock on our door
anytime and let us know if we were being too
loud. I was met with knitted brows and a con-
descending stare. Time to retreat.

We invited four friends over to see the new
place. Too hipster for iPods, we chucked on a
few records, knocked back a couple of quiet
beers.The next morning, I opened the door to
our frazzled property agent, James Jelly, who
had brought his obese mother along for moral
support. This kind of behaviour, he informed
us, was unacceptable. He had no idea that we
were ‘that’ kind of student, and threatened
us with ‘immediate eviction'. I informed him
that this was illegal, and recommended he
look up the Residential Tenancies Act. Turns
out he had been cyber bullied by Penelope
and Barry, who claimed we'd thrown a party
of gargantuan proportions, The allegations in-
cluded ‘walking too loudly’ and ‘running wa-
ter after midnight’. They'd managed to harass
James into reducing their rent, and demand-
ed our urgent expulsion from the property.
As we ate dinner together that night, I looked
out to find Barry standing alone in the garden,
staring up at us. | waved. He grimaced, but
didn’t move. “Bit creepy mate”, my flat mate
Cartz called out the window. Barry remained
motionless. We decided to move out after that.

’ DAY AND GAME BY NIGHT, SUBSISTING OFF A DIET
HIE: gﬂ%ﬁﬂ AND VARIOUS BRANDS OF PIZZA. | WENT ON HOLIDAY
FOR A MONTH. HE DIDN'T LEAVE THE HOUSE DURING THAT TIME.

!!‘P,gﬂm WINIFRED

“ul' STRAIGHT WiNTFRED" 13 (1 BELIEVE) A QUOTE

rom The Jungle Book. It has been used

Rothe 2ggressively towards me and my

©© advance the paternal crusade for

tong Correction. For those unsure, Win-
K

"y

4 elephant, and my father is a pain,
these ‘gentle reminders’ are met

vy . BVing recently been diagnosed

L]
Mmb“k injury which caused shooting

'bmw":"' we've described to ACC as my

Bz vy 'eo’:i,“ two things. First, that my fa-

10 encourage good posture.

\‘————/’_________—cuwum 23 .1

Second, that he did me a disservice by saying
it himself, since (his words not mine) I "ne.ver
allow [him] to coach [me]" so it was a recipe
for rebellion from the start.

Since the aforementioned injury though, I

der strict instructions to sit only
have been un i S

d to
when absolutely necessary an
right whenIdo.1 also have to squeeze my bot-

tom when walking apparently, to engage the

abdominal and postural muscles. So I have
been making a fool of myself in all 'O::,:lf
places where slouching would seem natural,

and normal even.

It turns out though, that the physio now has
been right. I Jook better not llmfching or sit-
ting on my feet and my abdominal muscles

do feel stronger. I actually had sore bottom
muscles when this was first implemented,
which probably suggests that it was neces-

sary.

Recommending it now sounds awful and we
have probably all had this from the parents
and other sources of good advice which
make it so much less palatable. Shocking-
ly, I think we might be one step nearer to
general allure if we keep a straight back
and tight ‘buttocks' when cycling, running
or walking. I sound like a ‘80s ladies' maga-
zine but please put that aside and do try it,
if I have any credibility left. In the possibly
more persuasive words of a televised play-
boy bunny: “squeeze your butt whenever
you can",
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Do they go above and beyond
to make sure your feedback is heard?

Nominate them for an AUSA Class Rep Award!

SERVING STUDENTS
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AUSA Welfare Update

tress Less Stud
\sNeek y

KUSA is soon to host our inaugural Stress Less
Study Week! With the study season just around
the corner, we are ensuring that students have
wellbeing in mind. It's important during the
exam period to look after yourself and if you
need help, don't be afraid to reach out to oth-
esaround you. Check out the event poster for
details of all the events that include a chill out
wne, a free lunch, mindfulness sessions, ac-
tities in the quad, and more! Check out our
lacebook event for updates closer to the time 4]

Optometry Grants

We all know that student allowance and living
“ostsare by no means enough to ~over the dai-
y costs of being a student. In st cular, when
Wmething goes wrong,itcan b iicredibly dif-
& 1o find a solution when yo nced it before
Cash in the bank dries uj.. Costs such as
’“@ml fees, bonds, and car re cairs can be es-
nasty and unexpected! Make sure that

| hxnmd;l;::l‘wm‘ you might be eligible for
g Smdylinku You find yourself in this situ-
has a Special Needs Grant for

Situations. In addition, AUSA has an

Class
Rep

Awards!
¥_—‘_—_——_\Mcom 22 .%

=

PUSPECS
MET
ANT -

Thotis @0 0w womars ot Compuspres. we s
B 10 o the Cavgonoery Gramt
Succragte

Quetoms or biscas?

welfare@ausa.org.nz

emergency hardship grant, as does the Univer-
sity.

AUSA also partners with Campuspecs to pro-
vide optometry grants to students in need, and
we are super grateful for this support! This
year, demand has been so high that we have
increased the amount of grants to award from
10 to 15, A huge thanks to Campuspecs for
making this happen! If »
tacts and are oth oo o afford the
you might be el

aform at AUSA e ity

or find the form threugh cur webaiic

Food Bank

This week we have had a couple of notewor-
thy donations - so we nave a couple of thank

ou need glasses/con-

HE UNIVERSITY OFTEN FEELS LIKE X GIANT
Tplace. and voicing your concerns and issues
can often be a horribly daunting prospect! Who
wants to email or approach a lecturer - who
determines your final grade - directly about a
concern you have with the course? I know Iam
far too introverted and do not have the self-es-
teem to be doing that sort of advocating... It's
far easier to talk to another student about these
sort of things, safe in the knowledge that issues
can be raised directly with the lecturer and the
faculty, Class reps help bridge the gap between
lecturer, faculty, and student, whichis animport-

yous! Firstly to the Christian Campus Move-
ment who fundraised to make a donation for
the food bank. Secondly, to all the partici-
pants of the Harry Potter Pub Quiz. All teams
brought in two cans (or a small donation) to
support the stock in the food bank. Support
from students and student groups doesn't go

moticed and g ong way to heln atn

! As always, {eel free w contact me (ibe e

Welfare Vice-President) by emailing WHHRE®
AUSABRGH if you have any questions or queries
about our services or anything in particular,

ant gap to bridge given that students Inevitably
know best about what feedback is needed to
improve a course.

AUSA is recognising class reps that have made
a positive difference to fellow students. If you
think you know of a class rep who is deserving
of recognition, make sure You nominate them
for award. You can do so through the AUSA
website at HTTP/AUSA.ORENZ/ANARDS/ Nominations
close on the 7th of October so make sure to get
in quick!
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Word from

A
the AUSA President ..

greater financial pressure whilst studying, and
face a mountain of debt to climb after gradua-
tion before we can get started on those things
that our parents’ generation took for granted -
a home and a family.

1CH YEAR, AUSA CONTRIBUTES A LEVY OF $50,000
[to the New Zealand Union of Students’ As-
sociations. This levy is our membership fee,
and - alongside the levies paid by the other
members - forms the basis of the NZUSA bud-
get. Since the introduction of voluntary student
membership - and the corresponding collapse
in revenue - to the majority of student unions
actoss the country in 2011, NZUSA has seen
to be struggling. This past two years, many
students’ associations have considered their
membership, and some had given notice to
withdraw. Nonetheless, NZUSA retains our con-
fidence, and we consider AUSA's membership
tobe a vital part of fulfilling the representative
duty of our students’ association.

NZUSA retains our confidence because it has
proven effective this year despite some of the
disruption that it has faced. The latest Income
and Expenditure Survey - which has now been
running for the past 30 years - is an impressive
piece of work, and received wide media cov-
erage. The Income and Expenditure Survey is
one of the only established, independent piec-
es of research that focuses on tertiary students,
and, without it, student issues might not get as
much time in the spotlight.

The New Zealand Union of Students' Associa-
tions was formed in 1929 to facilitate a range
of activities on a national level - from sports
and cultural activities through to local and na-
tonal activism, Throughout its years, NZUSA
has proven very effective in advocating for
students on a range of issues - ranging from

NZUSA's work in partnership with Studylink over
the past two years has also been particularly
valuable to students. Students were experienc-
ing some significant problems with Studylink,
and NZUSA worked hard to have these rosclved. |
As a result of this partnership, students across

early efforts to expand the provision of student | the country now y siomifi shorter wait
bealth services in the 1950 (lrough to advo- | ing times
@ting for homosexual law 1¢. orm. Studylink o i

fective party crslups are oo Ll T
anational body, and Nalo . o e
has also conunucd o buud relationships with ail
of the major political pasties, and has done 56 j
with relative success. NZUSA has had influence

> QONL oL

On th.e education front, NZUSA has often been
Prominent, As the tertiary sector was re-imag-
ed and re-formed in the 1980's and 1990's,

fought hard to protect students. Action
d lobbying by NZUSA successfully prevent-

on the tertiary policies of several parties, and
continues to keep pressure of the Government
to help prevent changes that might make study
even harder for students. We need a national
body, with an office in Wellington, in order to
pursue these efforts.

The internal operations of NZUSA have also
had some reasonable reform, and it operates
effectively as a democratic body. The Presi-
dents of local students’ associations (with input
from their respective Executives) meet regu-
larly and agree on priorities and campaigns
for NZUSA, and receive reports on current
work. The national body is operating well, and
already resembles the best parts of a ‘federa-
tion model’ that some have called for.

Lobbying for student interests on the national
stage will sometimes be an almost impossible
task. This doesn't mean that we should give up,
but instead the job of the New Zealand Union
of Students’ Associations is to search for wins
for students where they can be found, and con-

e to keep alive the ideas and big reforms

lonts need 1y and keep ¢!

i .l

nire

Pau! €

| AUSA Presideat

m?‘e Privatisation of student loans and led to
‘Mtroduction of the accommodation bene-
h’?‘“""_ lobbying efforts in the 2000's led to

: he!:;pmuon of the fee maxima (which has
‘ $t9p your fees spiralling out of control)
Contributed to the adoption of interest-free
loans, This illustrious history isn't the

doesn’t mean

end

bod;f'he story, though, and a national student u p

day SJustas relevant in the tertiary sector to- E
Bithag ‘!“Y! Bera. z e a

ggltlents where

it " heed a national voice to push for pos-

in Auckland - are under ever

' inﬂletertiuy sector, and we be- o
::2 is stil best positioned to be | 2 [Cl continue
g T8 challenges that students face | @ d bi
Foring deas an
©11g g o, Y 92Y, and a co-ordinated ef- i d t and keep
ﬁuntom"“hﬁcomeoicmmempol- “eed., a A ry °
deyy, be_mnomw answer. Ordinary stu- publlc dlsc‘lSSlono

to keep
reforms

Lobbying for student interests on

the national stage wil

i si
be an almost Imggive should

i d the job of the New
Pauntd' ?Js:ﬁf:t of Students’ Asso-

e i h for wins for
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS

BY CAITLIN ABLEY

‘M SITTING HERE, WATCHING MY BROTHER'S GRADU-
Iaﬁon. On a screen. They only give each grad-
uate three tickets and apparently not even sis-
terhood guarantees you a spot. It's a cutthroat
world, always has been. So here I am, sat in the
lobby of the Aotea Centre, tapping away on
my phone, writing my editorial for a magazine
that doesn't pay me, and I wonder - have | just
caught a glimpse of my future? My brother, a

graduate, with a job at a high flying firm that1 |
may not be able to name lest I get him in trou- |
ble. Let's just say it's going to be a really wild |
Tripp working there. Subtlety, that is my trade- |

mark. My brother, a successful Law graduate,
Me, making no money, ever.

thinking I'd be a world-changer, a defender of
human rights (don't ask me which ones specif-
ically - you know, those vague, broad, overar-
ching human rights that all high school SJWs
love so much), and that I would be so good
at world-changing, at rights-defending, that
I would live the rest of my life in upper-mid-
dle-class comfort. This quickly went downhill

grees are a waste of time, and Law will provide
them with stability.

There is a degree of reality to this, of course.
Even though New Zealand churns out far too
many lawyers for the positions available, gen-
erally speaking a person with a Law degree
will make more money than someone doing
Arts. But since when did stability become pred-
icated on having more money? Since when did
a lower capacity to earn become equivalent to
wasting your time?

mhﬁmqnwnonmymmmm.uwmal

istic idealism of someone who's had it easy.The
nature of our capitalist world, whether we like
itor not, is that money creates comfort, and yes,

| adegree of stability. We can accept that money

: i”'myhﬂomvivumdmm'ldmeg' ard
It all started well for me. I got into Law school, = it when choosing a profession. But if ] had spent

| myhlepunuingacneexinlaw.this:ubihty

| would have been co.
| when I lost my

when I realised four years of Law school would |

quite potentially be the death of me. My men- ‘;

tal wellbeing plummeted; my anxiety skyrock-
eted. A full two years of utterly uninteresting
compulsory papers stretched ahead of me
before I could even think about choosing elec-
tives I was mildly interested in.

Despite being totally miserable, the deci-
sion to drop out of Law didn't come easily. My
other options were to drop out of university
altogether, or worse - just get a BA. This ludi-
crous mindset - one that made me think that
I should stay in a degree that 1 loathed rather
than switching to one that I loved - was aresult
of blatant indoctrination at high school. Half
the people at Law school only ended up there
because smart kids who are good at English
and History are funnelled into a Law degree by
teachers and parents who think that Arts de-

2§ - Craccum. 22,

the tedium of the job,

; mpletely stripped away |
fucking mind 1o the stress and | rics through which to measur®

| continuation and developmen

the engineering graduate who has rep |
her talent as a painter to merely a hobty-k
her grad job is so demanding that the br= |
remain dry. |

The thing is, we o all going to die.Somed,
sooner than others. So why woud yu 7=

a second of «our life doing someto®
doesn't enfl you to the very com
doesn't ma'~ you excited to get o
morning, for 1o sake of working in 3 #¥

you feel you :hould” be doing? At thers?
sounding like a motivational'lypomﬂg“z
really want to be fifty years old, eammqlr;‘
cent salary but realising that you've 9’“’&
youth to the pursuit of stability 3% 'h" :
ment of the expectations of your Pr** .

The idea that money is the k‘-’il“]‘“wd“
complishment and happiness 188 .
recent. We should be looking & i
at education, at cultural engageme® o

nofcnlm‘é

rina PP

ably one of the human race’sP o 7
on this planet, is driven b "':“h_ww
for god'’s sake — for human!ty ; mﬂm‘
discouraged by the fact tha! ¥° ¢

work a few jobs in order to S“Wy'
sen creative field. Don't b g the 0 4
the eYerollsandthemee“: Pl
eration, or the Young Nats: © ;511

. e

graduates. TheYl‘l all d:x're you!\q"dr:% ,
Just don't be boring; Y° p M "
at university and if Y°“"Fm e P'q:;f ]
being comfortable and 'W‘be 9 ol 1
about you now, then you i pe 1

wbt
able and bored fof_w
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(15 FOUL AND FOUL IS FAIR, AND JUSTIN KURZEL'S

Macbethis certainly, with all of its foul plotting,
grgery and madness, a fair film adaptation of
he Scottish Play” by William Shakespeare.

from the nave to the chops, Michael Fassbend-
giswell-cast as the eponymous tragic antihero,
bringing necessary touches of humanity and
expathy to the character despite his detest-
e acts - as the gallant Thane of Glamis, then
amantorn between his lust for promised power
ud keeping his morality and, eventually, as a
bloody-handed despot from whom the milk of
taman kindness has almost entirely bled out. As
the scheming voice in his ear, Marion Cotillard
is sublimely chilling as Lady Macbeth. Interest-
ingly, Kurzel opens the film with a funeral for the
Macbeths' infant son, which frames Lady Mac-
beth not just as a cold-blooded villainess but
idsoasagrieving mother reeling from the death

of her child. With Cotillard's convincing accent, |
dlthough more generic English than Scottish, it's ‘

exsy to forget that she's French.

Shakespeare's Macbeth is dark, and Kurzel al-
| lowsno light to see the black and deep desires
wderpinning the play in this brutal, brooding
and overwhelmingly sombre film version. It al-
Tost makes it sound like a B-grade feudal hor-
Rrtolist the elements out like this, but the cin-

@stle, black shrouded figures, fir and splatters
Sstent palette of grey, red and black creates a

Polished, stylish and artistic visual spectacle.

to keep you on the edge of your seat.

pared to the vigour of a more traditional stage
performance. It is a heavy, dour and haunting re-
imaging, amplifying the tragedy but containing
the energy. I was lucky enough to catch Macbeth
at the Globe Theatre in London a couple of years
back (one life goal enthusiastically ticked off the
bucket list!). The Shakespearean dialogue is con-
densed for the 113 minutes running time making

| the film less wordy, but all of the cast determined-

Ematography features gloomy fog, an imposing |

o (contextual, non-gratuitous) ~lood. The con- |

Weighty, laden silence domunates the mini- |

e sound design, punctuated with anxious | ic murder that would chill viewers and show the

ly deliver their lines with passion. Shakespeare's
prose is at the forefront, so it's not all style with-
out substance. Disappointingly though, the clas-
sic witches' “double, double, toil and trouble™
incantation was omitted in the poton scene.

Creative licenses are taken: Macdufl's army sets
Birnam Wood alight, rather than camouflaging
themselves with branches, and his pretty chick-
ens and their dam are burnt at the stake. By
this point, Macbeth had already slit quite a few
throats, so maybe Kurzel was after a truly horrif-

despicable lengths to which Macbeth and Lady

| Macbeth would go (plus, it added to the consis-

The par ;
Pacing of the 2015 Macbeth feels slower com- |
\

tent fire motif).

The attraction of film adaptations is the ability to
refresh and reinvent the classics. Kurzel's visual-
ly stunning Macbeth is an artistic retelling that
doesn't stray too far, retaining the integrity of
Shakespeare's original work. Macbeth’s Middle
Ages Scotland setting is retained. Battle scenes
are stylised with a montage of shots: slow-motion,
freeze-frames, jarring images of savage stabbing
juxtaposed with the three weird sisters gliding
out of the fog. Similar montages are used to show
the Macbeths' descent into madness. The famous
ghostly dagger is proffered to Macbeth by a
blank-eyed boy, downplaying any supernatural
element and blurring the line between reality
and hallucination.

The 2015 film version of Macbeth is intense-
ly compelling, hypnotic and visually striking.
We left musing on the enduring relevance of
Shakespeare's themes; over 500 years on and
Macbeth is just as gripping and applicable to
modern society. Something wickedly good this
way comes - it’s definitely worth the watch.

REVIEW BY ISABELLE RUSSELL

LATS
vy
¥_~_—_’
;:;?’: ACTUAL FUCK DID I JUST WATCH.
usly - what the fuck.
I:WMWW&LIMS an Auckland social-
%ﬂ\em%t.evemmrogm-
% Shapping away, while the onlook-
hhmfdid onQueen St grumbled with jealousy.
Uy By know my dinner was a cheap stop
&md%m_emﬂandnwoutﬁteostlesdun
&E&B“”cx ticket{or the show. Thankfully, it was
i ashort time 1 felt like I was Max Key.

e g
%:ec"“""‘“dtisastmuﬁngveme.&eeface
cca.ed::;"""“ﬂedtheexet_;amgm:simowen-
" g O Y seat, Spping my Syrah ke
"Qia% Persian cat [ was channeling would
"Q:h@,e R_‘“dmﬂk.mdsatinend!ememw
2% Production unfold in front of me.

e

T

By the end I was totally confused and a little

disappointed.

Now, I have never been to Cats bef?m and the
only thing I knew about Cats was thatit was_about
cats. I didn't realise at the time peopl.g said thét
because there is no fucking plot.It legitimately is
about cats singing and dancing m what appears
to be arundawnvillage.'rhexe is (_andlxepeét
because 1 did not know this) nothing else to it,
apart from two very very very small subplots.

THEATRE
however. Some surprise strobe lighting in the mid-
dle of the show also caused several frights amongst
myself and many other guests. A friend of mine who
also went and is (somehow) in love with Cats, com-
mented that one of the key cats was miscast and
noted that there were several times where the high
notes were a little “ambitious” for some of the cats.

The struggle I've had with reviewing Cats is how
it basically did not have a plot.Yet can you really
criticise the show, which has been around since
the 70s and has become a classic, about the story
or lack thereof? Perhaps take this as a warning. If
you are like me, and enjoy a plot, then avoid Cats.
However if you're simply after impressive visuals
and vocals, then Cats will offer you just that.

REVIEW BY MATTHEW DENTON

WHAT THE

ACTUAL FUCK DID1JUST WATCH.
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IRIS

DOCUMENTARY REVIEW

RIS APFEL IS A 90-SOMETHING FASHIONISTA. SHE HAS

worked for nine presidents at the White House,
museums, the Senate, and “every great house in
America”, as well as having spent her life honing
an individual style through interior design and
textile businesses. Iris had been a well knowm
personality in her field for decades, but in 2005
when Iris was 13 years into her retirement, the
Metropolitan Museum in New York staged an ex-
hibition of her wardrobe called ‘Rara Avis' (rare
bird). Her style-over-fashion mantra, vivacious-
ness and wit propelled her into the mainstream
where she was lauded for her mixing of high and
low fashions, as well as her originality,

Iris centres on what the fashion icon's ideas
of style and creativity are — surprisingly hard
concepts to pin down. Over half of the docu-
mentary follows Iris around on her shopping
sprees, which can take her anywhere from
Harlem to a Dolce & Gabbana store. Apfel puts

consideration into finding each item she owns, |

continually adding to her vast collection and

haggling expertly along the way. The state of |

mainstream fashion is denounced by Iris as
boring, and calls the obsession with wearing

black a uniform, not style. Iris likes to impro- |
vise, and her outfits are as outlandish as they |

are beautiful.“It's all about the process of shop-
ping and dressing up”, she explains. For her,
there's absolutely no intellectual involvement,
it all comes down to her gut feeling on what
looks good. Sometimes this is debatable, (from
my humble un-art-school-educated perspec-
tive), and the effect is more one of shock and
garishness than style, but who am I'to judge?

Clearly, she is somebody who sees fashion as
a\vayo!hle.E\'nryday:hohawalldngpiec )
of art - often jangling as she moves due to th

overload of jewelery hanging from her neck
butart nonetheless. She is also Passionate abou!
the history of the medium, and criticises today's
"media freak” designers who have “no sense
of history”. It is a disgrace when modern de-
signers don't know their fabrics, or even how to

sew, she laments. Controversy is a concept s
doesn't shy away from, and in the docunezezy |
she ridicules plastic surgery along with thegy |
of the fashion industry today, Luckly she g
away with it, and is widely known as abreald
fresh air due to her bold, assertive demexez

While the documentary is slow and Tepettn
at times (how many shopping scenes cu
fit into 80 minutes? Spoiler: a lot), it's aestst
cally interesting with plenty of exotic cloty
and accessories to double-take at. Imre |
of a budget-restricted op-shopper mysel, i
this definitely inspired me to view cloty
more as an exter-ion of my personalty, i
just a practical 11.c asure to combat the we
er. I found myself smiling and nodding &

> her witty one-liners the whole way Ihm'—f-:

nd by the end of the documentary, Iris &
-=come my new heroine. In apparemm‘:;
!:<tion to everything the documemal’)"}“d;'é (

rvered, Iris’ closing words were that, 5% |

t=1 to be happy than well-dressed”. /
, i
REVIEW BY GEORGIA HARRIS
e

MUSIC

-
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ISRAELI SALAD THE ALCHEMIST
ALBUM REVIEW

30+ Craccum. 22

| I'r's BEEN OUT FOR & FEW MO

i NTHS, BUT THIS FUCK.
Ing mnsane album deserves to
many and heard by all, | Was surprised when

m).' mates hadn't heard of it, but wasn't sur.
Prised at all when they thanked me with ardor
and profanities afterward. The Alchemist’s 1at-
est work is a 20 track compilation of sampling
a-nd rejworking. Teborn as Israe)j Salad - a deli-
Clous instrumenta) €Xxperience,

The. Californian artist pickeq Up an assortment
of vintage Tecords whil i

ly, if somewhat
collages that still con-
™ flavour, Ditching an
he's cooked up an album
dass, head nodding hj
You so in the Zone
grooving,

Tepetitively, into funky
tain their middle-easte
apron for ingenuity,
with soulfy] yet ba,
beats that'y get

catch your body You won't

e N

l

#
This isn't his first concept alb““‘mh;:;d 1'
ond studio album Russian Roulefté wa’very @
samples of Soviet music. The tw0 i ke
em.butTheAlchemiStha’m_emL o
both: listen to them in their WW
ining songs as individual pieces! el
agree with him there. Albums & 7, gt |
specific ordexforgoodfeas"“'and:;:wni‘s
ing the harmony of thingsvheny* |

|
|

\ 4
<y [ ko o
As for the album cover Vtich laniﬂ W.; 5
been eyeing, it was created bydo e
the crew Broken Fingaz 2 seHaxfL WS‘
e o g i 00
geous avocado woman Wit oavitth e !
on her knees... If you buy it 200 00
themselves are slices of 3V |

really kind of beautiful-
e

REVIEW BY JOANKA CEO |



SHRESSD YOURSELF:
GIFENE, CAFES AND
AEECOLTURE

EERE IS A CERTAIN NOOK, A CIVILISATIONAL CRAN- |

ny in the cosy corner of any self-respecting
cty. This welcoming enclave of quiet, under-
stated intellectualism is the humble coffee
shop. The café, the coffee house, the Starbucks,
the Slurp. Whichever one you prefer, these pro-
vide a space to unwind and recharge, at the

end of a good day or the beginning of a long
one,

Ivigorated by coffee, the liquid stimulant
of choice for people who aron't pretentious
‘“°“9h for tea but still too y:ctentious for V,
mme“f‘ll are reunited and 1cw friends intro-
. fhfﬁmltiel are pondered, genius ideas

mved upon, smug gossip is aired and

x:’ﬂd is made a slightly more welcoming

:Z'me.m.u' 80 let me add that the corporate
"k its photocopied plastic displays and

s Misspellings of even the goddamn

| *Stof names, is not the establishment I'm
, %‘:f-‘NO. the coffee shops I love are the

Youg In corners, holes-in-the-wall that

l

|

|

1 5
i kow this i starting to sound like a Starbucks
]
\'
\
\
:

%";':‘ discover if a cool friend hadn't
oty .B‘ﬂ. be it the corporate behemoth
Qay om?:f“"@ corporation or the quirky

tiny indie cafe, they're lifesavers.

:t::h?m cafés which so entices us? Is
Ry ther sofas? The cute young baris-
t o2 n:"'.‘ qQuite be sure aren't flirting with
; MW of jazz legends or distant
| Weypye o* bedecking the walls? (is that
- g Youy:x Louis Armstrong? Milan or Flor-

% Plage 1ot cultured enough to know, but
™akes you feel like you are). Or is

it simply the coffee itself? Rich and warming
in winter, cool and refreshing in summer, the
absolute pinnacle of chemical stimulation if
you want to stay in the realm of legality. Coffee
shops emanate the best kind of calm.

I'd contend that modern thought itself was
born in coffee shops — and continues to be
born there every morning at about 10am when
the modern intellect and her friends meet to
consume caffeine, warmth and comfort.

They were an alternate sphere, outside the
university. An escape for the educated. Politi-
cal groups — revolutionaries from both sides
of the Atlantic pond — found in them a refuge
and a meeting place. Aristocrats and redcoats
converged in the ancient pub, while the coffee
house beckoned to those of a revolutionary ilk.
No taxation without caffeination.

There is still something of that spirit in the con-

? spiratorial, excited discovery of a new favour-

For it is when the drink of choice switched from |

ale to coffee, and when the meeting place of
choice switched from the pub to the coffee
house, that the true origins of modern thought
began to take form. It's from this honourable
establishment that we get everything irom
Voltaire's philosophy 10 Ren Franklin's work on
electricity.

That bitter old bean fromn the Amernicas is wral
really kickstarted the European Enlight
ment. Coffee house culture, the Starbucks ol
the 18th century, was wheie enlightenment-era
thinkers, in their pantaloons and chapeaus and
whatever else people wore back then, came to
share their brilliant, undrunk ideas from all dis-
ciplines, mixing the sciences and arts. Every
single crucial event oi the enlightenment has
a coffee house somewhere in the background.

In Olde England, for the priceofa pem.\y'(don‘t
expect me to tellyouhowmuchmansu'\ to-
day’s money, there's a reason I'm not doing a
BCom), you could buy 2 cup of coffee and en-
trance into the hallowed hall of roasted beans.
The lack of booze created a v1be where, for
once, it was possible to engage in conversa-
tions more serious than those yoTx could eYer
getinapub, which rarely ventme 1!}to anythml g
of more depth than the merits of Billy Joel an

how much you want to get your fnind off yom-'
latest hellish assignment. Gossip on evl::yal
thing from political scandals, plul?sopﬂea.
debates and high 18th century fé’m::, !5‘ e
included) could be heard humming

coffee houses of old.

ite purveyor of coffee — a quiet, self-satisfied
assurance that you became that little bit cooler
for having found a vaguely indie café run by
vaguely European owners.

And, speaking of Europeanness and self-satis-
faction, what of the French? Why is it that the
French are so renowned for their intellectual

pursuits, romantic endeavours and poetic en-
- 1a? Pr . - B 11 ~.y 1cquieg-
and
ooln alf, ¢ Lelr root in old French
cafes — the coff_c nouses of Paris are the true
intellectual crad:~s of tiic modern age.

The first café in Paris, Café Procope, was a
centre of the enlightenment — it welcomed
Voltaire and Rousseau during the French Revo-
lution, and was the place where Diderot decid-
ed to create the world's first encyclopaedia. So,
from conversations over some roasted beans
with a bit of milk, we get a compilation of all
human knowledge at the time, and such phil-
osophical gems as the separation of Church
and State and people's right to rule over them-
selves. Cheers.

And so, we continue the honourable tradition of
meeting not in the semi-darkened, often grimy
enclosure of the pub, but the cheerful, enlight-
ening space of the coffee shop. As the groggy
student wakes up, so too does the world. You're
welcome.

BY JULIA WIENER
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THE FINAL FRONTIER 10
OUR INNERMOST SELVES:
THE POINT OF SCIENGE
FICTION TELEVISION

ARTS COMMENT

PACESHIPS, ALIENS, CLONES, ROBOTS, WELCOME
Sto the wacky world of science fiction, a genre
that often tests people's suspension of disbelief
and can sometimes be turfed into the margins
of popular culture as a result. I would bet that
the majority of the people reading this right
now already enjoy sci-fi. If not, there's some
great sci-fi television out there if you look and I
hope this guide is a nice starting point. And to
all the veterans out there, get ready to compare
lists. Sorry that I couldn't cover everything.
There may be some great sci-fi out there but
there's also a lot of it. Too much for one article.
I've also stuck to Western television although
there is some fantastic Eastern sci-fi as well. So
shall we start at the most obvious point?

THE STUFF IN SPACE

Whenever most people think science fiction,
they think outer space, spaceships, aliens,
and planets all set in a distant future. Rightly
s0 too. Space-bearing science fiction is as old
as the television drama itself. Those pulpy nov-
els and magazines back in the 1940-50s made
their way onto television and shows like Cap-
tain Video and Space Patrol were born. Back
then, it was all about space. The Cold War had
renewed people's interest in science and the
Space Race made people look upwards. It was

32+ Craccum.28

the golden age of science fiction and it con-
tinued into the 1860-70s where the iconic Star
Trek and Doctor Who were born. What all 1.
sl\omludineommnwuthattpmwas
Place of exploration. It capitalised on the thri!!
ing sensation of expeditions into unseen ter
ritory now that the complete world had beer
mapped.

Space-bound sci-fi television still exists in
the 21® century but I would argue that it isn’t

about exploration anymore, At least not Wiyl
ly, and there's far less alien stuff, Ity aphs
we seem to have grown past as we've realise
that we're further away from everything s |
in the universe than we first thought, Thathe ‘1
ing said, there has been some fantastic sy 41
sci-fi in the 21* century featuring zero abexs
The first I would recommend is Firefl,al
bour of love by Joss Whedon about a spxs
ship and its crew of loveable misfits thatra
a smuggling ring. The show was stabbed -
peatedly in the heart by Fox and left for deat
after fourteen episodes but it gained alod -
fans during its short-lived run which foxg¥
against its unjust cancellation and everhaly -
got a blockbuster movie made to actas

finale to the serics.

The second series that ] would recommests |
*he reimagined Baltlestar Gallactica.wih;:; |
tell people about this series, they g
ink Star Trek/Stargate/Star-whatevet .
“rug it off as “not for me" but WMNM
-tica is a far cry from these senef.m p i
iollows the last of hmnankind.enled :e’ﬂﬂ !
Cylons, sentient robots of their o pse
in search of a new planet to call hon'_‘:;" |
while tackling major political, 7el¢" i
1egmmﬂ
philosophical issues such as the

1050
RESPECT
SPAGE AND M

SMALL
REALLY ﬁHIE) INS

THESE SERIES DO DIFFERENT!
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gvernment, what power the military should
Md, whether robots can have souls, and the
efects of genocide. What these series do dif-
ferently to the sci-fi of yesteryear is respect the
vast emptiness of space and make you realise
towsmall and insignificant you really are. Even
wihall this advance technology, space is still a
dangerous void of nothingness. Space can't be
conquered.

1L OREARTH

Inrecent sci-fi television, there has been a shift
amy from looking upwards amongst the stars
1o looking in the direction of home and the
mpstenes that plague us here back on Earth,
The domestication of sci-fi isn't entirely a bad
tingthough, certainly not a new thing. Despite
Showing us new and mysterious worlds, Doctor
Who spends much of its time on heic on Earth.
% aways wondered why more and rrore sci-

5Wonhbeconﬁng domesticato 151t the
Telexive notion that comes from ti ‘ation
®atspace isn't all that it is craci » be?

Yaybe our Earth-bound antics -

more

®atable and grounded. The X n in-

eresting bridge between the Sp _arth di-

™e, dealing with aliens from ot . +orlds all
the comfort of Earth.

%2 the jgeq of aliens seems to be on the
slope. Alien invasions don't seem

4 genuine fear anymore (if they ever

- Most sci.f nowadays has returned to

i outlet for our anxieties with scien-

diy mex}t rather than a celebration
“Nuq.ﬁ nl‘nsr'em/made Runner-grade stuff.
Bers, Uis set back on Earth deals with
N *Mfic theories and modern anxieties.
Mmﬁhmﬂlnd?uu are Fringe, a modern
e - e X-F_‘l!es minus the aliens that
by men:lenﬂlt_: manipulation, drug-in-
u}% Npuhtion. biohazards and
Pugy; O INGY science wrapped tight-
f Slory arc about parallel universes

' see
Py mwbﬂ“thengerightnow).and

which i
MM“‘D“C‘ ‘ grapples with the. moral
ons of human cloning. Al-

\

EIAEUST SCI-FI NOWADAYS HAS

TURNED T0 BEING AN OUTLET FOR
OUR ANXIETIES WITH SCIENTIFIC
ADVANGEMENT RATHER THAN A

CELEBRATION OF IT.

though both these series are domestic, they |

make alien what should be familiar and turn

They stick close to home because we feel
threatened when home is in danger. Parallel
universes hit harder than alien planets thou-
sands of light years away because they are
closer to us and we identify with the people
that occupy that space because they are us.
This isn't only applicable to parallel universe
plots, but time travel and post-apocalyptia as
well. It is Earth re-envisioned in a macabre
and strange way to reflect our technological
and cultural anxieties.

THE HYPOTHETICAL

Really, all sci-fiis hypothetical, but some series
rely on this method of storytelling. They pose
an intriguing “what if"" question and concep-
tualise a world where the “if” is applied. What
if Germany won the war? What if we all lived
inside a video game? What if we could Face-
book block people in real life? 'I'hat last ope
was played out by Black Mirror, a sf:‘.-ﬁ series
described as a modern age The Twilight Zone,
all about the dangerous relationship humans
have with technology. Each episOfle puts yt_)u
in a new world with a new ‘“what.l!" scenario.
The show gained a bit more traction thanh to
the David Cameron-Dead Pig deba.cle 'wluch
eerily paralleled one of the scenarios in one

episode in which one of the royal family is tak-

| en hostage and would only be released under
Earth into a place of wonder and intrigue. |

the condition that the British Prime Minister
had sex with a pig live on television.

Another show that deals with the relationship
between technology and humankind is the
aptly titled Humans which features a world
in which synthetic humans exist and are tak-
ing over the jobs of humans. We are forced to
watch the humans come to realise their own
redundancy in a world where machines can do
the work for them.

Sci-fi in these shows is much more than just
escapism. At its best, sci-fi can explore moral
and ethical issues in the safety of a hypothet-
ical scenario. But these hypothetical scenarios
are cautionary tales with a tell-taleness similar
to Aesop’s Fables, warning us of ourselves. This
type of science fiction speaks to us directly.
Rather than distant star systems and far-future
post-apocalyptia, it concerns itself with the hu-
man experience, the self, and what it means to
be human. Mapping out science fiction televi-
sion from its origins as an action-packed in-
tergalactic adventure right down to a sombre
meditation on humankind, science fiction is as
much an exploration of our innermost selves as
it is an exploration of the final frontier.

BY MICHAEL CLARK
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TOP TEN

NOW Y

YOU NEVER GAINED SUPERPOWERS AND/OR BECAME A

SUPERNATURAL CREATURE OF SOME KIND: Seriously,
you were all set for fighting crime at night
and fitting in battling the undead before band
practice. You were even preparing to hide
your secret abilities from everyone but that
trusty, wisecracking sidekick-best friend of
yours. What went wrong?

YOU NEVER RECEIVED/DELIVERED A DECLARATION OF LOVE

ON PROM NIGHT: Everyone knows prom (or
school ball if your school wasn't utterly Ameri-
canised) is the only spot of romance you'll get
in those long, slogging years.

It's the chance for your admirer pining hope-
lessly from afar to ask you to awkwardly sway-
dance on the spot with them. Or for your per-
petually on-off SO to burst in at the last minute
and issue a public apology and/or song so you
can make up for at least the next two weeks.

A
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THINGS YOU
NEVER

gﬁl?llﬁil..l}ﬂsmfwgﬁ‘i THINGS YOU JUST KNEW SHOULD HAPPEN

1SSUE BEING ONE OF THEM. BUT GROW

(And enjoy a night of A+ standard sex, even if

you're both virgins).

But clearly your Love Interest missed the memo
because instead you just sat around chewing
on half-cooked chicken and telling everyone

how nice they looked.

Honestly. Where has the romance gone these
days?

YOU NEVER MADE OUT WITH SOMEDNE BEHIND THE BIKE SHEDS:

Mostly because your school had no bike
sheds. But still. Clearly you should have made
more of an effort.

H YOU NEVER GOT ENTANGLED IN AN INTENSE BATTLE WITH THAT

RIVAL $CHOOL: Come on it's not like it's hard
to come up with a motive whether it's an an-
cient rivalry or your two teams happen to be
competing in the same rugby league. But you
feel like you missed the chance to exchange
thinly veiled threats and corny insults in their
school car park and face off in an all import-

the season-year. Disappointing.

ant final basketball/soccer/singing/

cheerleading contest at the end of
| Scemtm— g

TOUR GIRLFRIEND BOTFRIEND NEVER TURNED 0UT
T0 BE YOUR MORTAL ENEMY/SLEEPING WITH Y0U
mmmammmnmm:m
right, this one is less disappointing
and more relieving. But really, you
would have preferred ‘the uni-
verse is conspiring
‘ against us’ rather
than ‘I think we
> - should see other
- pPeople’. It just
makes a better

/ break up story.
TOUR BEDROOM WIN-
DOW NEVER BECAME
glils:m WAY OF ENTERING THE

. Ideally there

bc.a 2 well-positioned tree outside for ;::uiz
climb down when sneaking out to fight evil.

It
would have been a perfect route to hide
shenanigans from your par-

WERE DISAPPOIN
HAPPENED IN HIGH scuﬁﬁ?

: EPICTION OF LIFE. THERE ARE SLIG
OU KNOW TV ISN°T EXACTLY A FULLY ACCURATE D 0 UP, Y0U KIND OF mcmﬂmﬁmm

AND NOW....YOU FEEL KIND OF CHEATE),

drop and concrete below it And your g

bour can see you climbing oyt g, i
round to tell your parents anyway, Dm“:“
shattered. =

mmmms&mmnnmwmamm
ably you're probably more grateful (y;y
disappointed about this one. But stil], have
missed out on the authentic high m:l'noclex;._k
rience? {

YOU NEVER BUMPED INTO THE CUTE M STl iy,

GERED INSTANT TRUE LOVE: Seriously every
knows that bumping + awkward eye con
while picking up your books = Soulmates. Iy
just the way of the world.

Unfortunately all that standing around in strae-
gically awkward spots in the hallway just new
paid off. It looks like Tinder will have find jox
soulmate for you.

YOU NEVER HAD THAT LOCAL HANGOUT WHERE ‘EVERTI G
It seems simple enough on TV. Ther}
the local diner/coffee house/ice cream ple
where everyone hangs outs. Before schodk

| during lunch, after school. You're also bet
g

friends with the owner who drops sage bd

snarky life-advice and quite possibly a ==
~racter friend works there allowing yo:2
hang out way after opening hours.

|
- ht. Except it turns out you're way 10 ot |
be buying coffee morning, 100 ﬂd'
right. And have fun getting that g%
friends together every afternoon insteadc"
going to work, sports practice and of hor?
to nap.

“ nuu:vmmsmmnmmmmﬁ
ACTUALLY A SUPER VILAN O 0
$PI: Obviously they were failing Yo' be
they were worried you weré ﬂ\.e °m e
smart and brave enoughto stand in the¥
of world domination.

8
o g

Nope. Turns out the crap gradeslz':t Tl |
maths were because you 3
at algebraic equations. SorTy-

o

4 to be o

Well, let's just hope uni turns
fulfilling.
CELINA THOMPSON

_//;
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ETTERS TO T

ANT T0 SEND CRAGCUM A LETTER W

mmmuv SEND THEM T0 EDITOR@C:

RSV

DloJ Jetter this week was an ex-
celent example of what happens
shen one focuses on the form of
u argument over the content.
Copled with only addressing
parts of my earlier letter, you thus
panage to give the impression
o refuting some points without
wctually addressing much of sub-
gance. [ will admit that my letter
s not entirely watertight, so I
shall attempt to rectify that here,
but nonetheless your argumen-
tative tactics are pretty awful and
disingenuous.

Firsly, you have not addressed
ny arguments regarding the
nghts of the women in question,
which I believe was the strongest
part of my argument. So please
aswer me this: a) Do you think
Lat women have a right to bodi-
iy atonomy? b) Do you feel that
s right lapses once a woman
becomes pregnant, and if so, why?
¢l he right to life of an embry

LETTERS

HE EDITOR

WITH YOUR THOUGHTS ON BASICALLY

EPLY (NO GUARANTEES THOUGH).

outweighs the right of a woman
to control what happens to her
body, please elaborate how you
reached this conclusion. If you can
give a coherent answer to these
questions, perhaps we can start
having a substantive argument.

Secondly, there is a significant
body of research showing that that
banning abortion does not reduce
the abortion rate. Given that back-
street abortions are associated
with an extremely high death rate
due to infection and internal dam-
age to organs, a massive amount
of pain and suffering would in fact
result from a ban on abortion, nev-
er mind the amount of suffering
caused by imprisoning the peo-
ple that survive. Check out how

abortion bans have worked outin |
| can keep going in the face of the

Chile and Ecuador if you're inter-
ested. Please explain how this is
less harmful than a liberal sexual
ethic.

Thirdly, I at no point said that rip-

ping down posters doesn't matter.
I could have been more clear on
this point, so let me elaborate. I
believe that you have the right
to express your opinions. Howev-
er, given that many people think
that your opinions cause a sig-
nificant amount of societal harm,
they may well think that removing
your posters is justifiable. I have
at times been involved in a vari-
ety of activity in opposition to the
university. Many people clearly
think that this is not a good thing,
so they tear down the posters. But
we don't go whining to craccum;
we just go and stick them back up
again. So if you seriously believe
in your cause, stop complaining,
accep! that your views are unpop-
ular and stick the fucking posters
up again. If a few hundred of us

fact that everyone thinks we're a
bunch of idiots that alienate ev-
else, you can cope with

eryone

~eople tearing down your

httP=//tutorly.co/regiSter

Good money,

\

casual hours,

RACCUM.CO.NZ FOR A BANTERTASTIC

Finally, please stop with the ap-
peals to emotion and explain why
exactly abortion is wrong. Yes, it
is icky, but icky does not always
translate to immoral.

Sincerely,

SENSE AMID MADNESS, WIT AMIDST
FOLLY

Thanks all for whining to Craccum
because otherwise we would have
no letters and people will think
we're assholes who don't print
them. Your whining keeps us some-
what reputable.

—_—————————

EARDENTON,

I really enjoyed your last edi-
torial on cyberbullying, and I do
hate to be a negative nancy, but
you got the law wrong. The Harm-
ful Digital Communications Act
2015 (“HDCA") does not allow an
agency to issue take-down orders

on the authors of harmiul onlins

all subjects

rewarding work

Craccum. 22.+35




LETTERS

communications. Only the courts
have the power to do this under
the HDCA.

This may seem an insignificant
and trivial distinction to your av-
erage non-law student (sorry, that
makes me sound like an up-my-
self-law-student — actually, not
sorry). But it is really important for
a number of reasons.

When the HDCA was introduced
to parliament and still when it be-
came law in July, the vast majority
of media coverage on it was huge-
ly critical and negative. Journalists
proved themselves to have never
read the Act they were writing
about, and lack understanding of
its operating provisions. The me-
dia is such an important source of
the law for regular citizens - and
the power of misinformation and
smoke in mirrors can't be under-
estimated.

The HDCA has been painted as an
evil, freedom-of-speech-hating,
right-wing-agenda right piece
of work. It isn't. It seeks to “de-
ter, prevent and mitigate” harm
caused by harmful online com-
munications and provide victims
with “quick and efficient means
of redress” where it has previous-
ly been very difficult to achieve.
These are noble intentions. Quite
frankly it's about time parliament
did something to combat cyber-
bullying, revenge porn and troll-
ing and the effect they have on

“LimLe sister”

3f - Craccum.22

New Zealand’s atrocious suicide

rate.

As always it is much easier to criti-
cise than it is to make areal contri-
bution, and so the haters aré hat-
ing on the HDCA. Go figure. They
claim that it enables the courts to
censor and attack our freedom of
speech online by giving them the
ability to issue take-down orders,
order apologies, and order the
author to cease the conduct con-
cerned and not encourage others
to do it too. The critics think that
these powers will be abused and
result a “chilling effect on free-
dom of speech” with all of us in
court because of something we
said online that was misinterpret-
ed, or was intended as ‘satire’ (I'm
looking at you David Seymour
MP...).

This is just not true. What the jour-
nalists didn't tell you is that s 6(2)
(b) of the HDCA requires that in
using these powers the court must
act consistently with the rights
and freedoms contained in the
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act
1990 - which includes the right
to freedom of expression. So, the
HDCA clearly is not in flagrant |
disregard of freedom of expres-
sion. It actually seeks to protect it
in many ways.

The threshold that a victim must
meet before a court will even con-
sider a complaint, let alone actu-

ally censor the author, is the most

(2R

Not now,
Kf-'o“sl‘a 8

\ cnm wMF‘chd;

Snowed n ity

assi Greents,.

significant way freedom of speech
is protected in the HDCA.

In summary, to get a take-down
order from the court you have
to show that one of the ten com-
munications principles has been
preached. The communications
principles that may apply to trolls
for example, are that a digital
communication should not be in-
timidating or used to harass an
individual.

Furthermore the court must be
satisfied that the breach has
caused harm. And harm is defined
as “serious emotional distress”,
which legally is far more than hurt
feelings. Then, the court has the
ability to ‘strike out’ a complaint
if it is considered frivolous or vex-
atious, meaning comments like
“you're a moron” likely won't be
covered by the Act. And even then
before you can apply to the court
for a take-down order, you have to
have gone through a negotiation/
mediation process with an agency
(which has not yet been set up but
is likely to be NetSafe).

. There are clearly a lot of boxes

to check off before any kind of
‘censorship’ or other order will be
made by the courts. It is clear that
this Act is designed to tackle the
most serious forms of harmful on-
line communications, such as cy-

So, in sum, it s jn,

ple understang that h“hlm |
court who can !s:ue 0::.5&‘
orders in respect ofp,,. N

book statuses, tweets

grams, and they copy. ¢
be handed down g, X
misinformation aboy th:ml T

supposed 'Chilh'ng effory .
speech is more hke};!t:‘:k&
speech than the HDCA e

of pure fear that one Willbelm
to court over what they say, b

Ultimately the lesson with g
HDCA is that it will not Lt g
fiom of speech in the way g, |
ics say it will, but also Ml;.
right to freedom of speech s
unfettered. Anyone who iy,
that their right to freedom ol e
pression is absolute ¢
hasn't read s 5 of the New Zealys
Bill of Rights Act 1990 (yes, Iy
still looking at you David Seymoz
MP).

Perhaps the keyboard wama
running Craccum's Facebok
page from the safety of the magr
zine's name might pay to remez-
ber that in the future.

Thank you for raising this impert
ant issue for public comment,
NEGATIVE NANCY.

rmy 3.5 years of a lawée
amounted to sometizj

Clear!y
gree nas

berbullying resulting i~ cuicides, | #Send/feBackTol3l
revenge porn being d, and
trolls taking it a step ¢
.
%
L\I‘\\-s do g - it have Fa.(_c,boak opLn .
: ]

Look. § bmur. o slalccte crorkfies ot
l?o‘—\ [T g N d'.""“l’*‘."g ;f-‘ f‘léﬂlﬂ ‘ﬂo“' 6d
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PUTZLES

ACROSS

1. Which Hollywood star
broke into Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt's house?

2. Who did England lose
to recently in their RWC
pool?

3. The Wildcats, an
American football team
performed the haka
recently before a match.

4. Who wrote the novel for
The Martian, which has
recently been adapted
into a film?

5. Bill English's main min-
isterial role is Minister
of what?

6. What is the first name
of Gwyneth Paltrow
and Chris Martin's first
child?

DOWN
. Capital of Denmark

—

2. Water has been discov-
ered on which planet?

3. Which Shakespearean
play has recently been
adapted for the big
screen?

4. Which Labour politician
was interviewed in this
weeks News section?

5. The author of censored
book Into the River

Cracoum. 22.+3]
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