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JORDAN'S EDITORIAL

CASTING
SHADOWS

gy JORDAN N

louder than words apparently (of course
of space, and Shadz is just for engineers. | that makes no sense, maybe they're effec-
But increasingly 1 suspect I'm ffie one to | 1i8).So let's drink and be merry,and bitch
blame. I go and spend double the money-+"about the stuff e really can’t change.

at other bars (I should reaily drink in the t 4 e §
office, but apparently 'm not allowed, so | Also.— John Key harrasses women. And
don't you worry, I'd never do thaf)»I still | youthoughthe was charming. Silly fuckers.
don’t have a great time: I don’t bother vot- | __a - :

ing in student electi'ons.but(bildrébom"rf B ”

| ;
the University not hhnngA seriously. ¢ Tt e

love that. I love saying that AUSA is a waste

ATING SHADOWS IS A LITTLE HIPSTER
these days. It's funny, by now
you'd expect some skinny-jeans-
.econd-hand-blazer-weuing-douchebag
to decide he fucking loves the joint. But no,
so uncool is this bar that even those stu-

—

dents who define themselves by disagree-
ing with what everyone else thinks @'g
bring themselves to be a little contrarian
about it. A solid section of my Week 1 ti-
rade against UoA can be summarised as:
“people in Shadows are ugly. Oh my god
shadows is shit”. Which I think is fair.

This being said, student bars are a good
thing. Student drinking is a good thing.Yes
drinking culture can get out of hand. Yes
we're bad with binging in this country. But
ultimately a big part of the student expe-
rience is sitting around with weird people
talking nonsense and getting drunk. But
we don't do that here.

We don't sit around talking ideas. We sit
around editing cover letters (or in my_
case a terrible magazine). We occasionaﬂy‘\:

:p.!easam to look at. But at least for

Is it a Kiwi thing? Complaining and not
acting? Is it a me thing? Some from col-
umn A, some fro?!‘cbfu_mn B I imagine.

The point is this: if I instead bmugh‘fmy’\:i
friends to a place where [ could get $7F—

e

jugs, then I'd be a part of making the"™
place better. Shadows is perpetually on
the verge of closing down (so is Crac-="
cum). But I don't do anything about it.

1 was about to say because it's easier
not to. But that's a lie, it's really easy to
sit on the deck of a bar that's literally - -
a five minute walk from the ofSce.I |
don't though. a

E
@

Shadows has changed hands, at last.
It trying. Yes the set out is shit. And
the patrons are often pretty un-

bi\e‘weeklnﬁgmjustu'ytoshow

e,

)
<HADD3 saR

bitch about the bar. Or bitch about the stu- | ap. ‘fnd I might try to bring pret- Am:_m“.m.

dentassociation. And don't get me wrong,I !ty people. Because actions speak - asy ‘
%ﬁ\ W

DENTON'S EDITORIAL RS

WEEKEND OF
GLUTTONY

BY DENTON

FEW “wIIin: 1cOo, I mAD X smwoo-zar- |
ing woclend, My conmsumpicn
eve.s nivaled that of famous fa:

ties ike Herxy VIil, Elvis Presley and Rob-
ert Kardashian. In the space of two days, I
would have consumed a bottle of wine, a
box of beer, a few cheeky Rekorderligs,
several packets of Dorito chips, almost two
Packets of Tim Tams (I was disappointed
that only one packet was Double Coat), an
oversized kebab, a couple of Mochas, as
'feu asmy standard 3 meals a day. Isn't that
hideous? For two days, I bathed in a pool
of gluttony angq overconsumption. 1 was
Probably a Tim Tam away from a diabetic
coma or a few chips away from heart fail-
ure, Hmver. my taste buds had a flurry
of beautify) experiences, as | tasted such

delectable : ERE
goods. It felt amazing, until 1 hif
the third day,

On this
™ this third day, my stomach suffered the

most unbelievable cramping sensaticn
known to man. After hugging the teilet for
an embarrassingly long peried of tme,

nothing happened. and I resigned myself |

to bed. However, five minutes later, I felt
a surge of vomit. With no bucket near-

| by, I reached for my rubbish bin, where I
| retched bp an orange coloured substance

that smelled ungodly. While I was proud of

| how contained.l was, this was short-lived
| as the plastic bag began, to leak out the |

bag and the decorative holes oi the bas-
ket. As the vorit began o drip, ! rushed
it outside, scaring my neurotic cat in the
process and threw it pathetically onto the
grass. The rest of the day all l felt were rolls
growing as the fat nested itself around my
tummy and more stomach cramps.

To rid myself of my weekend of fat woes,
on the fourth day I decided to go for a
run. 1 donned my sport shoes, my breath-
able exercise gear and put my iPod onto
my ‘inspirational' playlist. I went out the

exercise and started to run. Ten metres in

and all my optimism was gone. Unnatu-

door, uncharacteristically optimistic for,

| ‘my doubts.

7 N

ral-sounding hea. .~ ensued as I stomped
down my street. Twenty meires down and
fScodscf = *om> my forehead.
Twas 2 - e i had

to distract m =
s Stares ¢ S -year ‘aid ngighboar.
Suddenly, Sty mezes down, my leRknee

| Cap pops and (wists arpund, sending mes

instinctively flpng and Xopping on the
street, Biinded by pain, I loudly scream

T‘n.ifghty_expletrves. unknowingly into the

-

faces of an Indian family. As I slowly regain
consciousness, I lock over to four pairs of
eyes silently staring at me. Defeated and
embarrassed, 1 hobble the fifty metre

S
back home. tA

\
A
i

Myweekendolghxttony haunted me for,
tha\snextweekaslﬁmpedaxoundl]xﬁg
wearing a knee brace. I lock back on that
weekend now and wonder how on earth
leonsumedsomuch.lvownevexagaini
yet as the empty packet of easter eggs
(bought after Easter) sits next to me, I have

@

]
|
4
()




ACCUM.CONZ

NEW ZEALAND
POLITICS GAME
OF THRONES
STYLE

rRove MivisTer JoEN KEey HAS AN-

nounced his plan to make New Zea-

land politics more popular for ordi-
nary people by making it more like the hitTV
show Game of Thrones. Key told Parliament
it would improve the rating 10-fold, and said
he would start off the trend off by “having sex
with my sister”.

OMETHING, I'M GIVING UP ON YOU! NEWS@CR

SEND S

NEWS IN BRIEF

Auckland: John Key has yet again
proven the stereotype of politicians
acting like children. Not only does he
dabble in bitching and lying, he has
developed a taste for hair-pulling. John
Key defended his actions, saying the
pair had a “playful” relationship at the
cafe and he has always enjoyed “pull-
ing tails”.

debates”.

New Zealand: Uni students around
the country are truly thankful for the
ANZAC soldiers who gave their lives
for us, so we can sleep in on 2 Monday.

The House of NZ First and the House
Greens have also jumped aboard, maknga
alliance between the two parties by mamyn
Winston Peters to a canuabis plant.

Labour were quick to accuse National of
copying, saying “sex with family members
has been a long-time policy of the Labour
Facebook: There is so little news party”.

that we have to make do with two girls
who look mildly similar showing that if
you put cakes of makeup on they look
even more similar.

Key said he is also planninga series oidx.’!e:‘
ent coloured weddings, starting wih ‘red
then “very red”, and finally “fuckloads ¢

Former PM Helen Clark gave her approval
for the idea, saying her days would've beor
a lot more interesting if she had “por;

out some unnecessary boobage i+ red".

THE BACHELOR WikiEi's Shi
HAS FAULTS IT's Shil
SHOCK! r his meal"”

Yesterday: The only day where New
Zealanders and Australian acknowl-
edge each other as humans.

Coachella: s it part of the ear? Is it

a seashell? No it's a festival in America one of the dogs a treat afte

with famous people and lots of sex. g
r
| i the occas}o
FIER BEING HERALDED As THE most | He finished by recounting jct pale?
University: St i
o sala:yy m:::e Igcgmtfheon faultless bachelor ever, New Zea- | when he once strayed from lu;:: to 1
. University of land’s first ever bachelor has ad-  diet by having a colieR, andg 1000 pFe*

Auckland Vice Chancellor Stuart Mc-

mitted he does actually have some faults.

up for it by doin

Cuntcheon
increase in luh:s s:::;:e:n (b:e latest “The TV and media portray me as per- ups a day for the r;ext o
ary is raising the GDP of Nei' zx: b fect, but I'm really not”, he said in an well as creatnd mased on
aland. Interview. “For example if you cessful business
“You s€é

Send in your News In Brief

suggestions and be in to

win a FREE copy of

children's book ‘x'gloos }::: rodeadecns "People say I'm the nicest

Wees" RRP NZ$20. & guy ever, but just yesterday
when I was volunteering at /

“My favourite cookery 5 Qle SPCA after my Oxfam char-

book" — Bear Gryis < "y fundraising event, I didn't give

6 * Issue #07 Craccum,

look carefully between my 7th
and 8th ab muscles you'll see
I'have a small scar”,

the diet.
have faults!
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VICE-CHANCELLOR
DOUBLES SALARY

vCKLAND UNIVERSITY'S Vice-CHENCEL~
Alor will receive a salary increase

in the next financial year 10 the

bringing his total remu-
ximately $1.3 million per
.Chancellor's office con-
se this morning and said
{ the salary hike will be
» the paychecks of
¢h as univer-

tune of $649,000,
neration to appro.
annum. The Vice
firmed the increa
in a statement tha
funded by “skimming
-essential” personnel su

“non
security guards, caterers and

sity cleaners,
lecturers.

“In a highly competitive educational mar-
Kketitis important for our universities to be
able 1o attract and retain the best manage-
rial talent”, the statement read. “Between
2010 and 2014, the University of Auckland
chifted 24 places in the QS world universi-
ty rankings. Thisis an unprecedented level
of movement that reflects the dynamism of

THE BACHELOR INTERVIEW

B,m:co'rmmvmwmmmcx-

Y'mg Bachelor! 1 admit 1 was kinda
getting off on just the anticipation
of interviewing him (be sure to google “the
Bachelor NZ shirtless” if you haven't already).

He stumbled over a few questions, but I don't
think he was expecting the types 1 asked him.
Here are his replies.

Favourite drinking game: Beer pong.
Lad.

Mile High Club member: No.
Sent or received a nude photo?
Received. He didn't say if he had sent one

though...

Have you ever dated one of your
sisters friends? Only because his old

girlfriend was his step sister's friend. But ap- |

parently that doesn't count because “we kind
of set our parents up”. There's a story I wish
I'd asked more about!

Favourite romcom: Love Actually.

Do you believe in the law of Half
Your Age Plus 7? Yes, but he never
worked out whether the bachelorettes were
within his bracket — “they all just seemed
like my age™.

What was the weirdest thing
growing up in house with so many
girls? The fact that girls’ periods getinsync
when they're all living in the same place, “so
that time of the month comes round, and ey-
eryone's on edge”. “That's a fucking weird
thing, right?" he said, laughing.

Kill, Shag, Marry: Jennifer Law.

8 » Issue #07 Craccum.

rence, Emma Watson, Taylor Swift.
“Oh shit, you've put together like my two fa-
vourite girls actually!” His three favourites
are Emma Watson, Natalie Portman and Jen-
nifer Lawrence he told me. He decided to kill
Taylor Swift, “I'll marry Emma Watson, awww
fuck, no, no, no, I'll ... marry Jennifer Law-
rence and I'll shag Emma Watson”.

Everything we hear about you says
you are the most genuinely nice
guy, hot, successful etc. So what’s
that one fault to show you are ac-
tually human? He completely blanked,
awkward. He just couldn’t think of anything.
“] don't like losing. But that's not much of a
fault”, and he eventually had tc rm =’ th
“I'm real uncomfortable whe:
started approaching me wanti
stuff....and I get real sweaty'

The Bachelor episodes: He duian't watch
any of the episodes until they came out onTV.

Bitchiness: “] knew about most of the
bitchiness, I didn't know exactly how the
bitchiness would come out. I knew that cer-
tain girls were a little bit bitchier than others,
but I didn’t know exactly what they said that
made the other girls think they were a bitch.”

What do you think of the bitchi-

n'ess when you saw it on TV? “Pretty
hilarious”. Legend.

Kissing: Who or when to kiss was entirely
up t? him. Apparently it was really awkward
“trymg to getinto a romantic mood when you
have like three cameras about two meters
iI.Ol'l.l your face” and they did have to re-shoot
kissing scenes to get different angles which

“feels a little bit less
natural and a li i
more awkward”, a little bit

current univenuy
Mang
justifies the Proposed pg:';;enl.'r
CTQ“

The move stands in stay

ity Payments Cgo Danco
nounced last week that

his own salary from Usy i .oud ¢
70,000. Price's move ha o
social media, byt has
within the upper echelong of

ty administration."Look it's mthe %
as CEO to carry out whateve: G
licity stunt he sees fit", 5 'p°ke€heap
the Vice Chancellor stateq in :ep -
questions from journalistg. “As h:po
concerned, we're happy to con;n’ N
sort of neo-Bolshevism to the Aryg le r.
where it belongs”. =

d{

Dates: He said he actually Planned ajyy
the dates himself (especially the ones fur.
onin the series) and then the team organis;
the logistics of them.

Crystal asking him if he was gon
na open his mouth: He sadhem
thinking “yeah righto Crystal, chill o
Gold.

Farting incident with Poppy: °
thought that was pretty hilarious ae" B
said he didn’t know if he would've hutherg
about it if she hadn’t started laughing, butk
thought it was just funny. “Everyone farts$

who gives a shit?”
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CUTS IN POLICE
FORCE BUDGET HITS

WANNABE TEENAGERS
HARDEST

HE NaTIONAL GOVERNMENT’S FIVE YEAR

freeze on police funding has led to

the closure of thirty police stations
all across the country. Opposition parties
have slammed this move, and say it will lead
to citizen safety being compromised.

Yet the most affected demographic happens to
be one we least expect — wannabe teenagers.

Several minors have complained over the
lack of police cars roaming residential hous-
es all of a sudden, saying it is makes them
unable to flick off the “po-pos” and complete
their initiation to their local Cripz chapter.

“Yeah gee, we see no more po-pos in our
hood and we can't feel all tough aye,” says

Martin, a Year 10 student from Mount Albert
Grammar. “Can'’t score much with the ladies
now aye”, he adds.

Teenage girls have also voiced their frustrations,
saying the police force setback means fewer
photo ops with police officers and their vehicles.

“I have always wanted a photo with the cops
for my insta”, explains Tahina, Year 11 from
Botany Downs.

“It is going to be harder to do that when we

barely see any police cars around our all
ages music shows”.

Jacinda Ardern, Labour MP, has vowed to be a
voice for these teenagers.

“As someone who shares the same intellec-
tual wavelength as a Year 9 pupil, I have the
moral obligation to take a stand for these
students”, she said in a recent interview with
Candy Magazine.

WINSTON BITES
BACK

FTER THE .-
ters bec

~T10N, WINsTON Pu-
dog with no bt
His perceived power as so-called
‘King-Maker' of the election turned into hu-
miliation on an enormous scale.He was sent
back to the kennel by National's thumping
‘.Nin.Winston became an angry pitbull stuck
fl\ Opposition with absolutely no way of bit-
ing back. Or so we thought.

Winston has proved that even at 70, this old
dog still has some bite left in him. In a com-
pletAe reversal of humiliation, he defeated
National in the recent Northland election.
One man aged 69 (at the time), trashed
Brand Key, National and National's election

Strategists anq campaigners. Make no mis-
take, National fought hard.

TheY'pulled out all the stops. John Key
:2‘ :“ ass into gear and made his way up
“":i‘u- There were countless photo oppor-

€3, meet and greets and campaigning

e ————

with John Key. National ramped up Brand
Key like never before. In fact one could eas-
ily jump to the conclusion that it was John
Key standing in the Northland seat and not
National's candidate for Northland, Mark
Osborne.

But in a twist that has left National bewil-

dered, the more they ramped up Brand Key, |
the more votes Winston accumulated. In |
Northland, Brand Key had the opposite ef- |

fect. Had Mark Osborne campaigned alone,
without the propping up of Brand Key and
National, he might have actually won. The
Northland election may seem insignificant
because it doesn't alter the balance in gov-
ernment. But it proves one very important
thing: that Brand Key is penetrable. If Win-
ston can do it so can Labour.

Labour needs to take a good long hard look
at what Winston did up north and try to em-
ulate it to an extent. Sure Winston rilked
his Northland heritage for all it was worth,
despite not having looked back on No.nh~
land once, prior to the Northland election.
So why did voters vote for Winston when

NEWS

TV3 TO AXE THE
NEWS

N AN UNPRECEDENTED MOVE, TV3 HAs AN-
Inounced that it plans to remove pop-

ular current affairs show The News
from its television lineup. MediaWorks,
the channel’s owner, confirmed the deci-
sion in a statement released this morning.
“This represents a bold and innovative
move that will revolutionise TV3's bland
image”, the statement read. The decision
reflects a broader push by MediaWorks
to revive TV3's ailing ratings in the face of
increasing competition from online televi-
siont services such as Netflix and Sky TV’s
Neon. This has increased the heat on tra-
ditional formats, where ratings have fallen
in recent years.

Despite this trend, MediaWorks’ decision
to target The News, traditionally a main-
stay of free-to-air television, has provoked
concern in some quarters. In a further
statement, a spokesperson for Media-
Works defended the company’s actions,
saying they needed to “modernise” the
channel’s image and bring its content into
Iine with viewer preferences. “Ultimately
The News just isn’t meeting our customers”
needs any more™, the spokesperson said.
“Facts, analysis; all that shit that’s going on
in the Middle East — who wants to see that

i

mment.

A hint: it's not actually about Brand Key or
Winston. It's about the issues and policies
that matter. Northland is one of the country's
poorest regions. It is one region that has not
flourished under National. Northland has
been neglected which has allowed a sense of
dissatisfaction and rebellion against National
to flourish. Northland voters sent a message
loud and clear to National: You failed us.

John Key once said that other parties
couldn’t beat National in an election based
on policy and issues that matter. Now final-
ly the Northland region has proven that it
can happen. Voters didn’t vote for Team
Winston or Brand Key. They voted for Team
Policy and Team Issues.

i

Cra m. Issue #07 9




SHIRT HELL.

BY CONRAD GRIMSHAW

ErRe’s SOMETEING NOT QUITE RIGET

about Spy Bar.1 felt like I was missing
make a big deal about not letting in any old
riff-raff. You expect thousand dollar bottles of
Kryptonite credit cards, chauffeurs, body-
guards. But when you've finally won over the
usual enormous and inscrutable Polynesians
on the door, or (in our case) been presented
to the grizzled and threatening Dean by the
glamorous Turkish girl you just met in Pon-
sonby — a Spy regular with a Chanel hand-
bag and a cocaine habit — you find yourself
descending into just another humid, laser-lit,
stripper-poled cave, peopled by the usual
set of chicks having the drama of the centu-
ry and stern morons staunchly circling and
shadowboxing on the dance floor. But then it
slowly dawns on you that there's something
else going on.

Feeling gingered up by the 15* Jager bomb,
crackling with contempt for the entire hu-
man race, I elbowed my way to a prime spot
near the D] booth. My style is primarily dis-
co-based with some Latin American influenc-
es: Salsa, Flamenco, the dusky sensuality of
the Samba. I'm a traditionalist. Culture, Her-
itage. Ole! I eschew the yobbish fist pump
orplebeianshouldexxoll-lndasioxlhe
“h@ce" or “Shuffle”... Well. Sometimes I'm
feeling particularly tolerant, and it is only
then, with a smile of Patient forbearance
fhat I'might deign to perform a satirical Soul:
ja Boy or an ironic Gangnam Style, or even
a subversive Twerk — a great artist briefl
slmmningitintheworldofpulp:l’icusowmyz
colouring book, Shakespeare does hi
novel, Beethoven writes jingle, do yg:: fak:

my point yet? This happens rarely. Personal

standards. Generally I work alone, coolly re-

¢ a few more songs,
corners. Something
m. They need to be

ullessly fo

soldier on 0
into the

then drift away .
nas changed within the

alone.

dance floor was different. The peo-
and watchful; the exuberance
seemed studied and self-conscious. 'I“he D]
in her pedestalled booth was more. like an
overseer. It felt like the prison exercise yard
_ some serious shit was always about to go
dovm.Deanloomed toothily on the fringes like
a badly-shirted shark. He was a definite pres-
ence. He monitored. Bad shirts were every-
where. So were bad shoes. In loafers, as in all
things, the tastes of the mid-level bogan tend
towards the reptilian, or the faux-reptilian.
Cold-blooded footwear. Brontosaurus mocca-
sin. Serpentine slipper. Pointy crocodile boots
with rollercoaster front ends that position
your toes somewhere near your ankles. Real
fancy. Dean, for example, sported scaly shoes
in the finest South Island tuatara. Another man
had bright green loafers. Geckos. Exclusive.
I wouldnt have been surprised to see shoes
that were still alive: changing colours to match
the carpet, or catching flies with flickering
tongues. Did I see Dean's shoe blink?

But this
p)e were stff

And the shirts were horrendous. Loud is an
understatement. There was a tremendous ca-
cophony of shirts. There was an extravagant-
ly bad brass band of bad shirts, shirts with
megaphones, shirts that just wouldn’t shut up.
Shirts with epaulets, shirts with slogans, shirts
with pictures of dragons. Velvet shirts, vinyl
shirts, lino shirts. Shirts of astounding, defiant
ugliness. It was shirt hell in there. Shirt Hell

is the home of the mid-level criminal. Dean |

had to be a crim. He just had to be. As lcr uy
shirt, it was white. It screamed micd!. -~

respectability, restrained taste, Remucra
civility, virginal purity. I might as well have
been wearing a flashing neon sign that said
“I'm not a criminal”, The shirts of Dean and
©o, on the other hand, screamed violence,

sex crime, fistfights, fast food, TV, cars, motor-
bikes, orgies!

That was the thing that was going on. Every-
one was a criminal, or pretending to be one.
Fn one corner, a man with neon Mohawk and
iguana skin slippers, in another, camo-trou-

| We stayed there until Sam

sers and Dirty Dogs, in
ing three shirts, in Another, 4 Moy,
dragon tattoo, in another, 5
alcohol syndrome and ﬁv.e. “
were a lot of corners, and 5 19;: Mien

lnolhg,'

"lh.

And what about the Women? mnw’
criminals. One or two ha,denm'wb"w
hostile, looking like loyal ‘::' ‘nhd-l
gang wives or regular Conjuga) ;:"M
or two primped and grang Merci ong
ams, brothel managers, But the Test
geous. Unjustly, maddeningly go

way that makes you fee] happy anq
same time. Being a criminal hag e
Look at them there, Sprawled on the
and jaded couch, gap-toothed Morong
ing forth before a captivateq female
ence. Maybe it was fear. They were |
ed by fear. It must be fear, I tolq myself

It wasn't fear. Though Dean was frightey;
These looked like the kind of criminals g,
were pious about women. Especially bey;
tiful ones. The chivalry of the crinﬁm]_m’
probably only beat their wives. Otherms
girls is off limits innit. Dean himself dissp
peared at closing time with a pyrotechn
blonde. Dean could not be called a bea:
tiful man. Dean could not even be calleda
average looking man. In fact, Dean was &
ugly man. A tremendously ugly man Wik
catastrophic dental health. But as the Spy Br
gatekeeper he enjoyed a privileged positot
among the criminals. He was keeper of e
keys to Shirt Hell. Responsibility. And you'e
got to respect those sorts of qualities in3
man. He shook hands with the bouncer o2k
way out. Integrity. Respect ae. Can't g
Fair play to Dean. Yeah na.

before piling »

the ubiquitous ethnically piloted prius. W
even shook hands with Dean pefore We
“See you next week”, we said- He
and looked sceptical. We hugged~
our new Chanel-toting, coke-scorind
ish friend. Her handbag had br::?md
was loudly explaining how :“;I "

semi-circl
(thousands) to a had tears & d;‘

M.

eyes. Money. Goods.

d.
something they could unders(e”

“AND THE SHIRTS WERE HORRENDOLS:

LOUD I$
WAS AT

AN UNDERSTATEMENT.
REMENDOUS CACOPHONY OF

THERE

SHIRTS.”
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FASHION PLEASE

WITH CHRIS

T TOOK ME AGES TO REALISE THET “DON’T
judge a book by its cover,” like “honesty
is the best policy”, “no harm in trying”,
and “] am the LORD and there is no other”, is

really driven by
| sonally doing better. Sure, mone
| dress sense, but the oth

; for what

of facial symmetry: [ even half-heartedly justi-

twisted mess of hair on the grounds that
?ulxgral notions of ‘good’ hair are an internal-
jsed racism which privileges ‘white’ chéréc-
teristics as desirable, and I love appropriating

freedom struggles.

But like all left-wing politics, my beliefs are
resentment that I'm not per-
y is half of

er half is taste. And
ever reason it doesn’t come naturally.

| I blame school uniforms, which theoretically
| condition kids not to worry about clothing,

but leave them unprepared for a world of
people totally doing that. Kind of like how sin-

gle-sex schooling leaves them confused and

upset when there are actual females in the
adult world. Scary stuff. Institutional injustice.

| But back to the bitterness. As much as it's fun-
| damentally unfair that some people are bio-

logically predisposed to being attractive, the
truly unacceptable thing is that I'm not one

| of them. No matter how carefully-cropped a

collar is, nor how shapely the cuff on a trou-

| ser-leg, any effort artfully framing a face like

one of those proverbs we quietly decided as |
| tally futile.
phrase, obviously. Book covers are designed |
to be judged. But I'd assumed that people’s |
| despair. Well-dressed friends (Drillbit Tai-
lors) occasionally try to take me under
If I had to describe my ‘look’ the most I'd be |

a society not to really believe in. It's a stupid

weren't.

able to come up with is ‘clothes I own'. But

when the topic anises with friends, usually ‘
following an embarrassed apology for being |

more dishevelled than is dress-code-appro-

priate, I get “a guy who doesn't care at all |

about his appearance” or “sometimes a sev-
en, sometimes a five, but usually a one”.

The reality is that attempting to withdraw |

from judging and being judged on one's ap- |

pearance still reads as a form of conscious

self-presentation. My drawers are just filled |

with hand-me-downs, discount items, and
things my mum liked, but when assembled
on my frame they become signifiers of lazi-
ness, tastelessness, and a bright future in the
second-hand car sales racket.

wmchu frustrating, because there's at least
a little bit of counter-culture ideological war-
fare behind the decision not to dress better,
Nice clothes cost money, and I'm distinctly
unc?mfortable with participating in a nor-
mauw'/e metric secretly rooted in socio-eco-
nox.mcs.'l'he.other half of dressing well is just
being physically attractive e

off’ an outfit, nough to ‘pull

which is equall i i
. y arbitr;
how little contro] everyone has in l::ylcilt:i:

12 * Issue #07 Craccum.
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a Mr Potato Head™ assembled from two sep-
arate sets and then melted slightly on one
side that beyond the bare minimum feels to-

Though discomfort plays a role alongside

NEVER HAVE

WILL FIT PROPERLY.

E
PROTECTED
T

ON THE BASIS THAT

their wing, oﬂerlng to e
to shop, spending my ms
a bad base set of clothj
But something about ¢
ing to impress aCquainty
better feels Superficia) iy
when it requires consck;
quite justify abandoniy,
equately protecteq my bog.
ments and eyesight of othert 't
basis that they never have, andp Ay )
properly. It's also just not wom:\ i,
ation of leaving Area 51 empty e -
ter none of their $100+ jeans 'M\dedu
child-rearing hips, e )

Cort
One
Ng for

: a
ellbe, at

even ’“am'
us e“onl by
9 ltems hy,

Ifeel like at some point everyone tooy

on brands and pairings that] somehowl .
missed. Same thing with the gym.
of years ago everyone secretly starteq
ting fit and spending their income cn;&
so that by the time I realised, it Was tog [z
to ever catch up to the average attracty,
ness level. Quick side note, can we all gy
pretending that gym attendance is aboutary.
thing other than to fit our padded shoulder
and tiny waistlines?

1
A cong

I have a dream that my children will one dg
live in a nation where they will not be judged
by the cut of their chinos, but by the cantex
of their character. But until that day comes
I'll be content to wait here on my moral kgt
ground, in pyjama pants and the Hallenstexs
t-shirt my Mum bought me.

S
i
NEV!

AND

e



INVIDIOUS: INTENDED TO OFFEND

RESPONDING TO
THE RESPONSES OF
THE RESPONSE

BY NATHAN PERRY

O APOLOGIES ARE TO BE MADE. FRIGHT-

fully sad news given recent events.

If you are a consistent reader of
Craccum, and I know you aren't, then you will
be aware that we recently published a letter
on the subject of homosexuality. This letter
was then rebuffed, not once but twice. Both
done in a manner that was a little heavy hand-
ed for my liking. I wanted to apologise on be-
half of my darling editors but no apologies
are to be made. This being the case I pontif-
icated on the state of day to day discourse.
The conclusion? I don't like it.

When debates ariz=
rarely observed. V- .
sive readership for
rare occasion that
someone not of the same mindset we real-
ly ought to pay attention to it right? I mean,
the contrarian in the room is the one that we
ought to listen to, surely, if we don't want our
opinions to stagnate and society to cease
'o progress. Mill made the same point, ad-
mittedly a lot better but then he had a book
and | have 1000 words, social cohesion is a
dangerous thing and if we bully people out
°'. having their views rather than engaging
With them earnestly then we create a hor-
rifyingly undemocratic rule of the majority.
! don't mean by this that we ought to treat
évery crazy and backward view as sacro-
sanct nor do | give this particular letter the
same level of esteem as I do the Capernican
theory of the system. | do, however, think
that Publishing a letter only to tear it down
and Preserving the final word for yourself is
Something of a disservice both to the letter
Wrlter and to the conversing community at

sliquette is very
cocial progres-
5t part. So on the

¢ response from |
they need to be fought hard, and punch ups

large.

I quite understand the vitriol aroused by this
particular issue. The response came from
a leftist with a truly admirable progressive
and liberal attitude toward homosexuality.
lcanuehowthoseo{youwhospendyour
time campaigning for gay rights and ad-
monishing your friends for making slight-
ly unseemly jibes might feel outraged that
homophobia as vehement as that in the let-
ter still exists. The want to rail against it is
not only understandable but decent. How-
ever, the ad hominem and the persecution
were to me a little out of whack. But, dear-
est ugly and non-existent reader, I mustn’t
make apologies. It's just that we see it all
the time. Recently Dolce and Gabbana came
out as not being fans of same sex marriage,
the response was to boycott their product.
These two men, gay men, might I add, hold
a perfectly legitimate view and instead of
entering into a discussion with them we de-
monised them. Now, perhaps with the new
state law allowing retailers to refuse ser-
vice to gay people, the world does need to
reinforce that we are all for gay rights, but
surely it can be done with calm and consid-
ered words rather than brash actions and the
vilification of everyone and anyone that dis-
agrees with us.

We have a right to express our outrage cer-
tainly. But they have a right to express theirs.
I am a hateful man myself, I loathe racism,
1 deplore violence and am outrageously
disgusted by chocolate muffins, Beyonce,
music, people, and life itself. I will forever
fight against the KKK and against homopho-
bia, but it is important to understand that
the racists and the homophobes are merely
products of their environments. Yes, some-
smes they need to be fought. Sometimes

are just the only way. I want to pick up guns

“| AM A HATEFUL MA

COLUMNS

and go and fight, and I don’t think words are
the best, and I think that when we’re being
antagonised we ought to be on the offensive,
but not here. Not with either of these situa-
tions. We are in the majority on this. Espe-
cially here at university. Gay rights are go-
ing well for us, and though the fight needs
to keep going, a pair of designers and a uni
student are not the targets we need to set
our sights on.

I love my editors and I have a very soft spot
for the gentleman who wrote the response
but this entire situation seems to be at odds
with the values we all claim to share.I am a
gay man myself and I detested the letter. But
more than that, I despised the fact that in her
own letter she talked about how fearful she
felt about positing a theory. My editor was
disappointed and so was 1. He spoke about
her need to right her moral compass so that
it points in the same direction as everyone
else’s. The whole point of writing columns
and features and all the rest is to say things
that people won't agree with. What other
peint is there? If we were to simply affirm the
views that society already held, we would
be remiss in our duty to further discourse.
We failed this week. We failed with Dolce
and Gabbana, we spend so much of our time

pussy-focting around the disenfranchised
and not daring to say what we think and fear-
ing that we're stealing agency, when some-
one does exactly the opposite, they need to
be heard not silenced.

I doubt my words will ever reach the sight of
the letter’s writer. I doubt after reading our

last issue that she shall ever read us again.

The author was 3l 227 5o uns e of herself,
so small anc pe »uso>d apen
name. Som n
self peinted ow zrafy < 1G
dear uneducarad and wroiliics tng yeader,
and I despair.

Eﬂi ) uﬁ'

o QU rﬂ

THE RACISM, | DEPLORE
LENCE AND AM OUTRAGEOUSLY
DISGUSTED BY CHOGOLATE

MUEFINS,

BEYONGE, MUSIC,

PEOPLE, AND LIFE ITSELE.”

S —
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THE ADDICT AND THE IMMIGRANT
REVIEW DRINKING

COMPANY

BY AMINDHA FERNANDO, AND A FAT SMOKER

The Immigrant is worried he has no real
friends. The Addict, like all addicts, is only in it
for the highs, the support, and the company, SO
doesn't care. The Immigrant insists they spend
time with other people this week. The Addict is
worried the Immigrant will move on to bright-
er horizons, so demands he come along to su-
pervise. The boys socialise with other people
this week. One day at a ime...

IRST OFF: & FACE LIEE X VULTURE. A BREIN

like a chicken. A wallet like the Sultan

of Brunei. Our first meeting is with a
law student. You already know what we mean.
He worries about his CV but doesn't have the
intelligence to figure out what those letters
stand for. He throws parties, near orgies, but
only the unpopular kids turn up (our heroes
don't get invited to cool kid parties, though
they do listen to a lot of Echosmith).

The Addict and the Immigrant enter the ster-
of glass and the parents livi ing out of town.
Brogan tells the Addict about the pleasures of
mdepth&MAddiaenquimwhah.
er it's really independent 1o have your par-
em?aywuxtem?ﬂmgandoem'tlikemi,
but his conversational skl are limited so he
mpl’pun“hce.umo“ghhe",m

onalemon.toanenhi.,upeﬁomy. ol

Brogmisthn.:wingdrinkx.Asonolllcohol
themed Survivor. He forces our herpes to
ﬁumelr_edwine- !lm'lrigh!.xedwme not
beer, cider, or water, but red-| i v;me
:;:::oss. Umurpnmg' ingly, the Addict !unneh
- ;o:les and Passes out within the first
m.m Immigrant is left to complete the

' rounds alone. First, King Cup. we

“'“ch°fb°°zei.ng¢up'

and i
Someone is forceq to drink it That same

5 14 ¢ Issue #07 Craccum,
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throws up- Tonight, the Im-
gomeone. usuailvmd. He :i;:les ing the toilet,
wgﬁn‘:i:th’: conked out Addict, occasion-
almghmecking that his rotund friend’s tongue
::n'( flopped down his windpipe.
ast: a centurion. Not the gay bath-
house, but one hundred shots of beer in one
hundred minutes. The Immigrant actually
manages one hundred and fifty one. [.egend.
The night ends with a bunch of socially incom-
petent law students jerking each other off over
National party policy and how much their dads
earnt in the last financial year. The Immigrant
approves. The Addict remains unconscious.
Overall average company, Brogan (what the
hell kind of name is Brogan anyway?)

Game the |

Next, lunch and beer with a mature student
named Carl. Tall, thin, slightly grizzly, and
smelling of old durries. The Addict approves.
The Immigrant finds it difficult to relate to
someone who has spent the past ten years
working in non-corporate jobs and not living

The drinks are going well. The Occidental
(don't worry, we'll review this one later —
hint: it sucks). We order overpriced, weak,
shitty, Belgian beer. Carl gets drunk. He
starts off talking Hitchens (neither the Addict
nor the Immigrant know who or what this is),
then moves on to proclaiming himself an in-
tellectual, a contrarian, and, frankly, a master
orator. He then explains his views on women
(“they really are just happier at home"), and
then black people (“statistically they are just
more violent”). The Immigrant responds that
these views are ignorant, baseless, arc 5ic-
oted. The Addict proclaims this man hiz here
and, for the briefest moment, they hold each
other close. The Immigrant fears reprisal for
being dark, he considers calling his Mum for
a lift home until the Addict tells him he’s be-
ing a pussy. Date the second is done.

Wy through their investigative journal-
n.mandtheladsarealreadytixedofbeing
friendly. ‘I'tus time it's dinner with Christo-
Pher. Christopher may or may not write a col-
;m a .oouple. of pages before this one. Tall-
‘pend‘Shnnyﬂw:yhgll:dy vnmpy He talks fast but
v Mdt, s Christopher who suggests
cited,‘l.'hey ; ¢t and the Immigrant are ex-
o nm_ak::mve.’!'he Addict is confused by
et hol stuff on the menu. He orders

Urses: a martini, a beer, and a bottle

of wine, The K
G Immigrant orders
is friendly to the wait-staff, Properly, and

Christopher is 15
te, sweati x
He talks ting, and anxi
¢ b!\g and loud, He 'ay. ous,

300 i ;
18 evil becayge Frank Miller 5 racia

He
defends Gone Giyy, He nearly cries oy
er

| Finally, a coffee with M

gmcvidg""d Boyhood ig, Ntua))
ecides to wind him y Y the
to be derivative, "o}, o:). He degly,, | 4,

w
Christopher. “No, of py Rat? Ot pgge, 10

Immigrant, who assemp:;cuonn P’:::::
Pulp Fiction, Christophey is “m . b"!d &
es on the menu. The Addjc 1:”' by thepy,
Jew. The Immigrant apologi.e:

el has a right to exist, Christq Iy
upset. As are the half-dozen F;:\:r .
The Addict grins devilishly ang ! Patmy
without a degree of condencen:o ~
word ‘Jew’ simply means cheap u\: e,
would agree with him. He says ;.e is ety
fKnﬁSemite". and goes on to emp) '-

is in no way racist, and Perhaps if the
had done Arts degrees they woulq
better appreciation of context, He
himself Louis CK.No one is impresseq.
?opher blinks repeatedly, and flaps his gy
in outrage. The waiter comes to take their ¢
der. No one is happy.

Christopher only orders an entree. He claing
having a billionaire grandmother makes |,
difficult because he can't spend without quit
Our heroes decide to teach him ~ first Iy
example. They order massively, and withou
guilt. Second, by conspicuously going to the
bathroom together. Once in the bathroom the
Addict moves in for a kiss. The Immigrant e
buffs him, despite being desperately lonely
The Addict then remembers why he brougit
his friend to the bathroom. To escape ¢
bill. The Immigrant feels uncomfortable bd
is afraid of tasting his friend’s rancid dume-
breath. So out the window they go, e
Christopher to pay the bill, and quietly %

| Jay-Z to himself as his trust fund depletes.

artha. The Add’d '

sober(ish) for once. The Immigrant IS
and-bubbly. Weirdly, Martha is
it's 10am. The Immigrant does .
The Addict shouts “banter!”, P““’bon #
ponytail, and starts pouring bour’ it
his coffee. Martha is like 2 female Ve “
the Addict. She smokes 100 m“f:h' - pade
much, drinks too much. But, e s

she has no Immigrant to keepP hes’h':‘ ;o ol
wanders, angry and aroused: say!

out of University to be a gecmtﬂms: oot
she can get our heroes in to o
Middle Eastern drug de‘.ler';“ pot &%
coke. The Immigrant i all like lb,h. N
midday, would you two PIe2% oo’
Christ's sake”. The Addict 18 3 -
So they ditch the Immigrant: 9 o mid
are later found passed out In
O'Connell street.

not app™®

pei
only
This was exhausting, b3k ¥ o prie®”

friends with each other nel;:a oo
are just strangers waitind to

e



LIBRA

BY LAVINIA MACOVICUIC

0, A FEW MONTHS AGO ON MY BATHROOM
s break from work, I made my way into

my favourite bathroom cubicle (I'm
using the term favourite here loosely). Upon
closing the door, I was once again reminded
of my poor mathematical skills influenced by
my gender, when I was greeted with an ex-
tremely clever and well thought out ad from
Libra Pads that said: “Absorbs way more than
you ever did in maths class”. I took a deep
breath (a regretful breath might I add) and
with a smile on my face I thought to myself
“Gosh, where would I be without this contin-
uous reminder that my gender is making me
inferior in certain academia?" Well, probably
proportionately represented in maths and
sciences and getting equal pay. Then I did a
little giggle and thought “Oh, thank god for
ads like these".

After my last artici ¢ week I'd imagine
some you may be (!..1 <17 (hat] am exagger-
ating."Are you serious?" you're asking me.“If
I decide to dress up babies in pink and blue
I'm a misogynistic asshole? Get a f***ing
grip. Damn feminists these days will look at
anything and see patriarchy. Who even got
'her to write?” While I thank you for your crit-
ical thinking and active questioning (it is im-
Portant), I want to further discuss how this in-
fluencel behaviour and stereotypes later on
in life, and more specifically in classrooms.

Put before I delve into this, I just want to make
It clear: you can wear whatever colour you
‘fﬂm. Male or female, if you want to dress up
N a tutu with a flowery headband and pink
and purple jewels encrusted on your fully
Made up face then please go for it (cause
fhll’ll look badass). What 1 am saying is that,
l.“ll because you're a gixl, you shouldn't be
: :::::ted to take on socially constructed

of ‘femininity' from a young age, es-
Pecially when that comes with being called

things like “precious” and “princess”, and
being discouraged to be outside, play sports,
and engage in activities originally deemed
as ‘boy-ish’. I should also clarify from my last
article that, though I really wanted to discuss
gender identity further, I felt I lack some of
the authority having been born cisgendered
and I am unlikely to fully understand the ex-
periences of someone questioning their gen-
der or being transgendered. These things
should definitely be talked about more, but
probably not by me.

The effects of patriarchy can be really ob-
noxious and visible, and they can also be
extremely subtle. The pay gap would be an
example of the former (like wtf we're still not
getting paid the same, how is this still hap-
pening?) and gender performance in class-
rooms would be an example of the latter.
Gender expectations are so ridiculously sly
that women don't often realise they’re being
affected by them, even if they object to them.
Studies have shown that even if you believe
in equality, even if you’re an academic that is
highly educated and works closely together
with high achieving women, there is still a
bias against women. A study at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin showed that when the same
CV was sent to psychology professors under
a male or a female pseudonym, and were
asked to assess whether or not they would
hire the person, males were 50% more likely
to be chosen for hiring and were perceived
to be more qualified. I'm just gonna rephrase
that: if you are a female, and you have a male
co-worker, with the same exact experience
as you, and you apply for the same job, with
the same CV, he is 50% more likely to get the
job and be perceived as more qualified than
you are.

This might come back to the fact that men are
perceived to be better at things like maths
and sciences than women, and psychology is
a science, which might explain the bias in the
hiring. But the thing is that men are not better
than females at maths. When men and women
are tested in the same room in subjects like

COLUMNS

maths, men will do better than females. But
this difference can be fully eliminated, if not
reversed, when males and females are tested
in different rooms. Another interesting thing
that happens is that when men and wom-
en are asked to state their gender on things
like maths tests, simply the fact that they're
reminded they are female will lower their
score. When they don't, they scores will ac-
tually be the same or sometimes even higher
than their male counterparts.

Things like stupid Libra ads that reinforce
the stereotype of women not being good ac-
ademics seep through every single crevice
of our mind. So much so that women, along
with other minorities constantly being shat
on by a default bias towards middle class
white males, make up the largest percent-
age of victims to impostor syndrome. This is
a phenomenon wherein people in academia,
particularly studying postgrad or in positions
of high importance, feel as if they are unde-
serving. They often tend to be just as quali-
fied as their white male counterparts, but
women and other minorities are more likely
to experience fear and anxiety that they are
unworthy of qualifications or important posi-
tions. If opportunities, jobs and qualifications
are more likely to be given to males as op-
posed to females that are just as eligible, then
it can be understood how women and other
marginalised groups worry that whatever op-
portunities they do get, they have simply due
to luck or chance, and not due to their hard
work or intelligence.

Woemen are comsiantly proving themselves
to be very capable in STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering zad “Mathematics) ar-
eas. Even though s huge cacklast
against the Libre ad (wiich zcpuirad over
3,500 sigratures to be taken cown), why is 1t
that this sterecrype stl! prevails? It's not only
harmful in limiting the chances of women be-
ing taken seriously when they are qualified,
but it also instils a sense of undeservedness
and fear that when they are recognised for
their intellect, they are actually a fraud.

. H SO THAT WOMEN. ALONG WITH
‘sllnTlhl‘ElljchINIlHITlES CONSTANTLY BEING

ONBY A
sHATLE CLASS W

DEFAULT BIAS TOWARDS

HITE MALES. MAKE UP
T PERGENTAGE OF VICTIMS T0

IMPOSTOR SYNDROME.
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KANT OR WON'T?

HOW DOES THAT
MAKE YOU FEEL?

BY ADITYA VASUDEVAN AND CALLUM LO

PEAKING PERSONKELLY, kS X EODGE-PODGE

of gut-feelings and odd sensations, it'’s

hard to peg down what emotions really
are and ought to mean. Tight-chested, heavily
perspiring, and debilitatingly nauseous, you
decide to ask someone out. Are you infatuat-
ed or just really, really sick? Guilt seems to
tug at your very soul, but it’s just as likely to
be a heart arrhythmia in disguise. As always, I
have no answers — only more gquestions.

We instinctively seem to know in some situa-
tions that our physical symptoms have a psy-
chological source. We can tell when we're ner-
vous or scared. We don't immediately begin to
worry for our health in those situations when

our hearts tighten or our pulses race. In oth- |

GLITTER AND CLUDGE

PRIDEFUL WEEKS

BY TESSA NADEN

"M GOING TO BE REAL TIRED OF EITHER say-
m?, or writing, or thinking these words:
Pride Week Is Coming Up! Unlike last
year, where the phrase I had on repeat in my
life was ‘VOTE POSITIVE!11* (the more ex-
clamation points there were, the more Labour
wasnnkmginthepolls),thisoneismeuym
the nl?nth. It's 8 words! Well, four words and
a particle, but that's a word too. I digress —

'\.Lls ® Issue #07 Craccum.

er cases, though, like that of Dr. Watson in th.e
BBC's Sherlock, & limp can be paycho:somanc
at its core (a disease involving both mind imd
body). The line is blurred between a physical
response Which is emotionally caused, and

one whichis physiologically caused.

Blurred lines aside, we are also incredibly
adept at deciphering which emotions we are
feeling depending on what bundle of phys-
ical prorapts we get from our bodies. Is this
process wholly contrived and arbitrary? Hav-
ing been brought up with language, we think,
dream and feel in words. They give cohesion
and life to random bodily impulses: sadness,
hatred, joy. faith, melancholy. Even if we give
emotions a conceptual life of their own, sep-
arate from the physical responses we feel, do
the words we give to them reflect their reality
or create them? Contentment, for example,
is a complex notion. It is a sort of satisfaction
with the way things are. Do we really feel con-
tentment, or have we just made it so by think-
ing about it in those terms?

For theorists like Hume, it is the ‘passions’ that
motivate us to take actions, rather than ratio-
nality or morality. On a commonsense litmus

“PEOPLE ARE RASH WHEN ANGRY, AND CAN MAXE
SPITEFUL DECISIONS. HAPPINESS AND COiFIDENCE

test, this seems Plausip)

when angry, and can =
Happir?eas and confidence ¢ Sl
more risks than we hormay o Usy, ‘
matter. How we think af, |

*m
ou |
ters. When we use langua  thep “lo%,:: .
feelings, to decide what acg; 10 digey, .
ong

our deeper Preferenceg j; isan oy ey
() Qc‘

Opl
Make Spitef s

It .la.nguage really is somethipg . "My
mining what emotions are rathg o Yo
reflecting them, we have . .-

n
ome 'e'pon::;;:
Aristotle thought we had to train Ourse}
that our emotional responses when %
pressure, would be the right one.N%
action is the habit of a goodpemn:ho

by

made it so through Practice. None e

though, if emotions are beyond oy
fire at will and tug us along then no ]mn:::

The truth probably lies Somewhere iy g,
middle. Something stirs inside because ¢,
complicated mix of emotional ang biologiy
responses, and the form those responses sy,
is shaped in turn by the words and conceps
we use to describe them. At the very least
may as well try.

with that control comes g

CAN LEAD US T0 TAKE MORE RISKS THZ' WE
NORMALLY WOULD. EMOTIONS MATTER.”

Pride Week Is Coming Up! Asis a Pride In

of Craccum. Reading it is NOT <.

you don't pick it up, not only -

consoling himself with my bott

office, I'll be joining him! It's going 10 Live
some great queer-focused content.

So this serves as a preview to the Big Event(s).
Pride Week, Pridefest, Pride Oh My God It's
Two Weeks Away and I Haven't Checked My
Emails Don't Judge Me, and occasionally, I
Sacrificed My GPA to My Dark Master AUSA.
So I'm A Fourth Year BA, is coming! On the
.4-9“ of May, which is Week Eight. We're go-
ing to have FUN! By fun I mean panels, and
by panelsI mean in Shadows.We've got some
great.stuff planned — like a (emphasis on‘a’)
stall in the Quad for the day! It's gonna be
great! linvited someone to speak! In a lecture
theatre! HOW EXCITED AREYOU?7? I AM EX-
CITED!!!! | jest, | jest, and you should come
along to MULTIPLE stalls and watch multiple
peo'ple speak at multiple events, And we're
:raevmg a lipsync for your life competition —
/3% ;:, :x;;:s you.x favourite Pop star, or don't,

tragically drunk, and lipsync to

Jreat music (Cyndi Lauper) all nighf b’j‘
We're gonna do a drunken sc!eeﬂ“‘gm
tocky Horror Picture Show. This and .MO
“nd for free, not $49.99 including th-‘PP‘j
Dest of all, it's all on campus, it's all free,
just need you to show up and have fun-

So come along to Pride —it’s going 0% "
tastic, If you don't come I will be ';’CL
and commandeer the Craccum ©
the magazine will become avan:,!;i et
edy inspired by David Lynch- o o
lonely alcoholic, and it will be
Labour Party. ”
; ce o
[AUSA Pride Week will be taking fe’:m i
4.9% of May. By the time YoU &% 1o
you should be able to finda P"’gz ave 19 o
or on the Facebook event page

come along everyone!] :

r
p1am )"
[Queer and have a problem org and! :

cate! Email me at qm@ausi  ind o
try to help youl NB:18m not

I



TAKING THE PUSS

FUSION CUISINE:
ON FLAVOURED
CONDOMS AND
INTER-RACIAL SEX

gY MONA DAHL

v:‘ :; Are you Frureino? CAUSE YOU TASTE LIKE BA-
nana”.
I cracked up while the Penetrator swore and
threw the prophylactic in the bin. “Fuck that
shit”, he said, loyally glancing up at the ‘Blue
Sky, White Sun, and Wholly Red Earth’ pinned
above the bed. Returning to the task at hand,
I began to think about flavoured condoms,
interracial relationships and the merits, dis-
appointments and similarities there between.

My train of thought was interrupted by a re-

4%

laxed “Russell’s watching us...” from the Pen-
etrator (alarmed at the apparent presence of
a third party, I was reassured by the following
“...and Metiria”, revealing that it was in fact
only the Green Party smiling encouraging-
ly from the wall), for a quick public service
announcement. We acquired these aromatic
rubbers from Family Planning a while ago,
and they cost us $0. Tired of forking out $13
for a pack of 127 Get ‘em on prescription, any
ribbed or RealFeel kind you want, for a dra-
matically subsidised $5 for 144. “Prescrip-
tion?!"” I hear you squeak, “the doctor costs
way more than a supermarket box of jimmy
hats!” Wrong again, my friend. If you're a res-
ident under 22 you get three ‘sexual health’
GP visits for FREE per year. If there is any Big
Daddy in your relationship, it is PHARMAC.

As I mulled over the flavour of those awful
foam banana sweets from childhood 50¢ mix-
tures, I also considered the parallels of the
two present concepts. While these candied
condoms look, feel and unfold in the same
way normal ones do, they get harangued for
being “unnatural”, or “fetishistic”. “You just
like them because they’re EXOTIC”, we're
told. Perhaps this is true to an extent. After
a sex-lifetime of homogenous, goody-goody

We offer free
su: »ort, advice anc
information to all
students.

Student Advice HuUD

| Free // Confidential // Experienced // Indegg

ndent

COLUMNS

latex protection, the lure of untried polyiso-
prene is spicy and exciting. In reality though,
this increased sensitivity is just what was
handed to us at the clinic — the Penetrator
and I didn’t set out to find a rebellious sexual
deviation, it was just an incidental benefit of
our search for safety and intimacy.

There is a sneaking let-down to both the bi-
racial and the berry-flavoured. What seemed
at the outset to be a sweet and enhanced time
quickly revealed its disappointing reality:
a barrier impeding a harmless activity. This
blowjob is not going to give us a foetus or
AIDS, why do we need a blockade? This re-
lationship isn’t going to lay waste to cultural
integrity, why do parents invent racial obsta-
cles? From the outside, an ethnic divide looks
like progressive fun. On the inside, it's hard to
ignore that at times it's an oily mouthful with
no hint of the promised chocolate and vanilla,
swii-iiirl.

It’s like the MJ song. “Protection for gangs,
clubs and nations, causing grief for human
relations”. Sometimes neither rubber nor
race-unity is easy. But yo, if you're thinkin’
about my baby it don’t matter if you're black
or white.

SERVING STUDENTS
WWW,ausa.org.nz

0Old Choral Hall
(Alfred St Entrance)

cityhub@ausa.org.nz
09 923 7299 or 021 272 7026

il

Craccum. Issue #07 = 17




AFFIRMATIVE

PAUL SMITH
rRS WANT

ool ENoLISR TEACK
deas' —

JoR SN
about 'big i

Kids to know

poverty, Jove, racism.

So does Lupe Rasco.

of reading How 1 Kill
about racial injustice
we should contin-
de rap. Everyone
th slavery, dis-
segregaton. Fewer people
are aware of their present consequences, and
hat's a problem high school students need 10

7 the same commu-

Jnow. Rap tells the story o2
nities 40 years o through discrimination in

housing, employment, an
Since the 1990s,73P music has been prowid-

e for some of the poorest Afncan
have a voice. It was

cheap — all Yo equp-
ment and you could make music— and it was
accessible. This was the way hup hop legends

We're used to the ides
A Mockingbird 10 learn
inthe US— and absolutely
ve to teach it — but alongs!
knows about the problems W

ossion, and

ing an avenu

NEGATIVE

SAITH PAUL
O

EF XTGATING CASE IS SIMPLE: Rap MUSIC IS
incredibly valuable. Don't let school
take that away.

Rap wasn't designed for the classroom. It's in-
tended to be listened to at parties, on street
corr.exs.andinthecax.'rhe appeal is in the
energy and the passion of the delivery, and
the anti-establishment messages. All that
wﬂlbelostmadzy.inghshclassanalym.
f!'hereasonbdsha&epoetryin&xghshclass
isn't because the poems are bad, it's because
ancther mention of assonance or similes will

} lke Gr
music that pmvid

drive them completely insane. A classroom

context will make rap music awlkward.

- "y~ ;
And there's just something a bit strange |

about putting rap music in a classroom. Rap is
meant to be angry and subversive, it's meant
to be rebellious. Would they censor so
n:;.WA! “Fuck tha Police” to make m’::
m;‘e mliwl::c:lugh school kids? It's easier to
s i u:er:test movements and study
and established setting. It

a COmmunit

wov

Essentially what T
reparation
sure these

more people kn
structural problems facing Afric

the more likely we are to ge

the

cans,

see.

of its most powerful stateme

pre

h started to produce

credible insight into
a' otherwise

andmaster Flas
es anin
hite Americ

LYRICALLY AND

1d be jgmorant of.
BOTH
LLENGING.

LLY CHA

m advocating foris a form of
sponsibility to make
stories are heard. Moreover, the
ow about and empathise with
an-Ameri-
t change.

—we haveare

ms wrong to do that with rap when many

nts happen in the ‘

sent and go unanswered.

“RAP IS MEANT
T0 BE ANGRY AND
b 0%
REBELLIOUS.”

oL IN THE USA SHOU
A TERATURE R

:: ;:::o du.biogs that teachers will do a par-
demab{e%c\):d job of conveying rap. It is un-
i .t x‘ap mu:.iic has a dark side. It can
canrmsogymbe “iom ts:::::lnd it can glorify violence. It
i b uhalm.ananve that blames rap
G tis ha'xder to explain that

of the violence that is a sad

hy

Negating will probably tel]

are already listening to rap r’“ that Btudgy,
of them aren't listening to a.no b‘o blu
ally matters. We're too bu‘yyu‘fng thaty
lea and Macklemore to bm;‘m " lf’w
authentic stories. Even if we a: f”l!h e,
all the right artists, we can still i,
of analysing it — Kendrick Lam:et H
his upbringing in Compton, teen:ap"bw
tutes, and drug addiction, but oftenge o
know anything past the chorus of “s:e d@‘
Pools”. Indeed, authenticity mattenu;,,m;
and introducing it to the classroom an:,
Kkids to learn more about the stories of pop,
lar rap artists. Drake might wear every m,q;
chain even when he's in the house, but ke ce:.
tainly didn’t start from the bottom; he grewzp
in a middle class Canadian suburb.

There's a reason that an American uaver

sity just announced they were launching a2
English course pased around (I shit youse]
Kendrick's latest album. Rap is both lyricdly
and thematically challenging. It's time 0 1]
rap music up on the pedestal it deserves,and

teach it in the classroom.

reality of life in many
a, or discuss ways in

Jimeric
d uponb

particularly impacte

_ not teachind rap mus!

A final point

sues
already know th
wants them to leam.We know !
25 99 problems i racial prloﬁlmg

lice. We can listen to Lupe Fias :
Jishment thoughts: High schqol stu
far more engaged than Wé
for; they check their

social justice blogs:
more up 10 date than t !
frankly, if you're @ yound pe’ it e
ING about racial &>

muSlC

a Jesson o I

in America,
you anywaY'
]

to do much for

High school students should @
inequality. an

about racial
ture. 3

1o yousr ™
jsn

But listening
(,Kanyel

teacher recitin
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*THAT’S WHY I INVENTED
XUALITY AND

HOMOSE.
RAP MUSIC, TO HELP
OVERCOME ALL OF THIS*,




HE LOOKS 1
BLACK... |
|

BUT HE ACTS
SO000 WHITE...

2 *FROM THE LOOKS OF THINGS,

IT SEEMS THA THERE ARE CONFUS

*BREAKING NN A STANDOFF AT WEATHER OR NOT ;
'WITH RAPPER DRAKE/* 70 SHOOT DRAKE, AS THEY |

ARE UNSURE IF HE IS WHITE”.

T’M WHITE POWERS! AND L
CAN CONTROL WHITE
PEOPLE OF AUTHORITY!

USING VICLENCE TO £
SOLVE RACISM WILL |

|
THAT’S AN ODDLY I WILL DESTROY THE WHITE
SPECIFIC OPPRESSORS! AND ‘
5 YOU CAN'T STOP ME! ™ :
GET YOU NOWHERE.

CCOL YCUR

oy .
& JETS MATE. /

YOU’RE RIGHT,
I NEED TO

LEARN TO TRUST
WHITE PEOPLE. Wy

YOW'LL MISS OUT
ON MEETING SOME

DECENT PEOPLE. THAT’S NOT RACIST.
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GHARLIE AND

THE GREAT

OR & . WHENEVER SOMEONE
mentior 1o ‘glass ceiling’ all that I

can imani e 2 the final scene from
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. It's the mo-
ment when Chariie and Mr Willy Wonka go
smashing through the roof of the factory and
fly away in their Great Glass Elevator. Don't
gf‘mmng.lcomidermyulfa!omiﬁst
mmlupitd'l-"bmnomnortwwhrdltq.
Tean't get that silly image out of my head. For
those who don't know what the glass ceiling
is, or, like myself, picture some laughable
Scene whenever you hear the phrase, here's
& quick explanation. The glass ceiling is a
:‘::Phoricdobouehwdtomlmm-
career progression in comparison to her
mm‘m.uhmmwm\ithwk-
Whereby significantly fewer women fill
SXecutive roles than men, despite sharing
m“ Qualifications and education oppor-
hn‘:“lhﬁ-ﬁuuy.mmmnmu
sk '0 advance in their positions and are
M"blv 1o be offered promotions within
= field. The more you look into it, the more
©an begin to feel like you're inside Wil-

”wcuk.\gm.
R e LI g

e ——

BY HOLLY FRANEKNAM

Unfortunately, the glass ceiling stll exiats o
our society today. It is urpertant o cow &
whether itis present in our institutions — = L~
ticularly tertiary establhishments. Universines

are known to be liberal platiorms for the next

generation to gain their skillsets, educate
themselves on social issues, and then take

“THE GLASS CEILING
IS A METAPHORICAL
OBSTACLE SAID
T0 IMPACT A
WOMAN'S CAREER
MALE COLLEAGUES.”

|

GLASS GEILING

thooe lzarnings <o o the world. If women
o2 el famng these kunds of cbstacles in our
i system, aow are they supposed to go

about tackling such issues in the cold, hard
reairy of the workiorce?

I won't bore yeu with a long-winded attempt
at reciting the University of Auckland’s his-
tory, but it is interesting to note that from its
opening in 1883, it took almost one hundred
years to employ a female professor. Between
197S and 1981, the University hired its first
two female professors, opening the doors
for women to join the academic staff. Thirty
years later, and the female to male professor
ratio is still relatively skewed.

Of course, when considering the gender sta-
tistics of academic staff, you have to look at
the faculty to which they belong. Arts is no-
torious for its abundance of female students
and staff, whereas Engineering is still seen as
a predominantly male subject. Still, in order
for female students to be inspired by sub-
jects that seem almost solely interesting to
men, having strong female leaders in these
faculties could go a long way in encouraging

Craccum. Issue #07 « 23

;




L

FEATURE

gender diversity.

there has been a significant dif-
numbers of female
Enrolment numbers

Since 2014,
ference between the

versus male students.
dictate that there were exactly 23,835 female

students to 18,118 male students, clearly
showing that women are & clear majority on
campus. Why is it, then, that we Jack female
professors in comparison to their male corm-
terparts? When I say professor, I am talking
about someone who has reached the pe&k of
theixcueexpath.andhnaaecuxeponuon
within their faculty. This excludes lecturers,
tutors, and associate professors. The problem
isnotthauhexemnofemlemﬂ—m
are plenty — it's that very few of them have
achieved as much as men in the University.

This comes down to a number of reasons. Per-
haps some women are happy in their position
and don't wish to advance any further. Per-
for now, but intend to progress later on. We
can’t guarantee that the presence of a glass
ceiling in the University of Auckland is the
reason for the skewed ratio, but it is import-
ant to investigate.

For argument's sake, let's take a look at the
Engineering faculty. The ratio of male to fe-
male professors is 40:2, and with associate
professors, it is 24:2. While they do have a fe-
male Associate Dean, out of 68 senior teach-
ing staff, only 6% are women. That seems
crazy right?

As a student, I can't pretend to know the ins
and outs of employment within tertiary insti-
mu.wlmckeddmmhoim
in comparative gender politics, to ask for her
thoughts. =

After finishing a PhD in 1997, she found hes-
feu“mngi“.m&onteachingm.m.
mm’ﬁfuﬁmmlﬂo{mmwm
outimothebigb.dm.h‘mwﬁm

the problem that jobs are not -
flable. always readily

"Ever?'bodyhadtoldusitwouldbeeuyto
get a job because the baby boomers would
be retiring,” she tells me. “But it wasn't like
that at all, It stil) isn't like that”

't cut it any.
24 » Issue #07 Craccum,

more.

years of study, Jennifer found her

age and piological clock began to factor into
her hunt for a career. At the beginning of her

search, she wanted to starta family.

After ten

«] didnt want to have kids when I was doing

ray PhD. I wanted to try and have a couple
of years in the labour market before [then],
but time wasn't really on my side”, she says.
“These kinds of decisions Cross over be-
tween your personal life and professional
life. And I'm not saying they are specific to
being female, but they have a greater physi-
cal impact on a female sexed body”.

Factoring family life into a woman's career is
something that will always be discussed. Even
if a woman has made the personal choice not
to pursue motherhood, there is still societal
pressure as wanting a family is seen as the
norm. Controversially, some employers are
reluctant to hire women due to their belief
that female biological attributes — such as
menstruation and pregnancy — will impact
negatively on their ability to work. While this
is not always the case, women should be not
only hired without the assumption that they
will leave for maternal reasons, but also giv-
en the option to take that leave without being
penalised.

Jennifer finally entered an academic position
when a two year contract at an Australian
tertiary establishment became available. At
the time, she was five months pregnant and
decided not_to disclose this in her interview.

want to find myself o

8
the basis of being pmgitnn:? -

"y

It seems ridiculous 1o dis

pregnant woman whg i 1

m"ﬂn&h
career, especially comm::;:‘dng 2 -
often head back into the woﬂgdmn’\
Otce

recommended three Weeks o Wery
care. That's shorter thap a vac
peoplel As long ag 5 ngnan: - 1o
suffering from serious medicawhl
such as hypertemion, that wom:d'
work performance, it Teasonap,
them to continue working ungj) o, &
take maternity leave, However 80 s |
find their positions in jeopaxdy' ',;::N
ing to them post-leave, -

In the UK, a study conducted by e

of Commons revealed that -Hu
47,600 women, of the average 34°-°°°h
take maternity leave each year, often gy
themselves battling to return to their joby
They are often replaced or have their
time work requests denied. Added to the chy.
os of a newborn, this creates a truly anriey
provoking situation.

Jennifer Curtin found herself strugglingwhe:
it was time for her to take maternity leave, s
she was not entitled to time off. Instead, she
took what annual leave she could while juy
gling breastfeeding a newborn child alog-
side structuring lectures for a class of 3
students.

“There’s an intensity to that period of o
life and some people can manage it et
well, but there are some things that take ¥

“You have to make strategic choi - '
really showing, and I went and d.c t. -, |
view. I wasn't sure how the disciplinic ©: the
University would see impending motherhood
when considering me for the position.I didn’t

“THE BOYS DON'T REAL
SHE SAID GOOD-NATUREDL
D EACH OTHER’S WORK

ACH OTHER, BUT W

REA

WE CITE
TRYING E

TOHAVE A CONVERSA
WITH MI%IFSTREAM AGADEM

hit”, she says. "I think, for me, my publicat®
output definitely took that hit".

The difference between academia lnd"::
industries is that in a teaching posit®

OUR WORK’
DUR ?“J;'%E
1
1A

SI'T CITING US™.

A
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nine to five. As a
d is not strictly from

mﬂﬂr of the teaching staff in a tertiary es-
t, you are required to teach class-
.‘b“d::l‘::i :;:uch. and publish academic
s co-— with at least some of of this taking
s your personal time. This can make it
:::\ more difficult for women to thrive in the

jertiary teaching path, particularly when it

comes 10 publications.

Despite the palancing act, Jennifer feels like
her experiences at the University of Auck-
hndhmbeonpoddve.Methavmgtwo
children, Jennifer moved from Australia to her
home country and took up a position here.

o] feel like the University of Auckland, com-
pared to other institutions, has been good to
me. They have some really great programs to
help women. They have workshops that help
wmmﬁngs:uchufocusing on how to man-
age work after having a baby”.

Jennifer also discusses how the Universi-
ty has a Women in Leadership program for
academic staff. While it is competitive and
requires an application, the intake often con-
sists of female staff who are close to attain-
ing a promotion. They are coached on how to
bridge this gap. Applicants are provided with
a mentor — often a member of staff who has
previously completed the program — who
helps them achieve the steps that will allow
them to reach the next level of their career.

“It offers really wonderful networking op-
portunities to meet other women. They have
academic forums for women discussing ‘hot
topics’, and a senior Women in Leadership

program so that you are among women of a
similar level”.

As an Associatc "-. -.sor, Jennifer talks
about exposure t, . ‘er positions within
the industry, such as . .ce Chancellors and
Associate Deans; a benefit for those try-
ing to sculpt their career paths. In terms of
accessing these useful programs, she un-
derstands that they are not always readily

available for every member of the female
academic staff,

T’W‘ are pockets of women that sometimes
zm out on either knowing or getting access
the programs. And for a short while, there
mlmbhoponhowto get to being an
P .‘:‘: Professor. So 1 wrote to them and
+ 101 those of us senior teaching staff who
W"Wdthebu.movu\guptobequm
"”d‘.pp“c‘: Professor is an entirely different
s OR process and it would be really
% “mn::dmtmd how it works', So they ran
and continue to do so now".

While
there are open opportunities in her
\

s

| SN

UNIVERSITY'S VALID ATTEMPTS
70 ENSURE WOMEN CA

FEATURE

ADVANGE IN THEIR AGADEMIC
CAREERS, THE SOCIAL ISSUE
OF THE GLASS CEILING IS STILL

PRESENT

own faculty, Jennifer acknowledges that this
may not be the case across the board. In oth-
er male dominated faculties the opportuni-
ties may not be as accessible.

“If you talk to a female member of staff in a
male dominated faculty, their story would
look exceptionally different to mine”, she
says. Even in Jennifer’s field, however, there
has only ever been 3 full female professors
in the country — and none at the University
of Auckland.

There are also issues within the realm of pub-
to favour texts written by men, which are
therefore cited more often.

“The boys don't read our work”, she sad |

good-naturedly. “We read each others wois
and we cite each other, but we're wang 0
have a conversation with manszsam @oo-
demia and it isn't citing us™.

“We all read their literature and say, ‘let’s
challenge this from a gender perspective’
and they're like, ‘yeah, whatever'. So my view
is that the limitations are more about the dis-
cipline than the University itself”.

Advancing to higher positions is greatly af-
fected by both familial roles and how a wom-
an's work is received by the academic com-
mmq,lpounguthombeuo“emdo
individuals who advance into post-graduate
and continue further up the chain into aca-
demic careers, the more senior the position,
tholeuhko!ymalawwmmmﬂsit.]emﬂe:
suggests this is a pipeline effect affected by
what she calls a “chilly climate™.

“In certain departments women just feel like
interlopers”, she says, “and that is exacerbat-

ed if the research these women do does not
align with mainstream academia”.

Homosocial capital also has a large impact
on the position of women in tertiary environ-
ments.

“Men seldom have to cross into female domi-
nated networks in order to gain capital, where-
as women will always find themselves enter-
ing male dominated environments in order to
gain entry into academic networks. This idea
has been applied to politics, but I feel that it
can also be applied to universities”.

It's clear that despite the University’s valid
attempts to e~ e women can advance in
their academic careers, the social issue of
the glass ceiling is still present. It's refresh-
nG ic s=e sndexnt difference in the way
2 2d fve years ago and
3 oF a ic them now. Still,
the socxial expectations of specific depart-

| ments reman a cose issue. Perhaps the glass

ceiling 1s best tackled by rectifying the social
pressures that are placed upon young women
when deciding their chosen career path.

For now, I feel that universities can keep hold
of their liberal reputation as there appears to
be an active attempt to equalise the playing
field for female academic staff and students.
It may be a slow and arduous process, but as
more and more free-thinking and respectful
students come out of our campus and into
the workforce, the closer we come to blissful
equality.

The world is definitely nowhere near perfec-
tion, but with perseverance and education,
we can hope that eventually the ‘glass ceiling’
will fade into history unless it involves watch-
ing Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

;
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BAD REP, GOOD RAP:

N DEFENCE OF KANYE WEST

had his fair share of a bad rep in the past.

Google ‘Kanye West is a bad person’and
2,760,000 results appear. His moments range
from the rude (interrupting Taylor Swift's ac-
ceptance speech), to the absurd (labeling
an abusive audience “squid brains” after a
show), to the downright outrageous (inter-
rupting a live TV fundraiser for Hurricane
Katrina to state “George Bush doesn’t care
about black people”). There has been plen-
ty of criticism over everything to do with Ye,
and, usually, from morally correct positions.
But what about a defence of this self-pro-
claimed Picasso?

lr's AN UNDERSTATEMENT TO SAY THAT YEEZY'S

My experience with Kanye began just last
year, when a friend purchased his first ever
album as a “university gift” for me — The Col-
lege Dropout. I was nothing if not skeptical.
From what I'd heard, the guy only had a few
decent songs (‘Power’, ‘Gold Digger’, ‘Black
Skinhead'), and I'd never really been into rap
anyway. I expectes [ 2 n't going to like it.

I was wrong. The rst track on the al
bum — *We Don't © - makes me thir'c of
the kinkiest threezom < possible between the

one lost BA first-year at a poetry slam. It was
hard to believe that the same arrogant jack-
ass I'd seen parading around on television
had written lyrics such as “This dope money
he}? is L'l Trey's scholarship/'Cause ain't no
tuition for having no ambition™. Later o, in
My personal favorite, ‘Never Let Me Down',
he proclaims, “1 get down for my grandfa-
ther/Who took my Mama/Made her sit in that
#eaV/While white folks ain't want us to eat".

::'.e" no denying that, as a rap star, Kanye
My Incredible talent. His sense of rhythm is
& :chable. his best lyrics are pure polit-
cho:mm' and his songs feature carefully
“u‘““ collaborations with some of the best
around (Paul McCartney and Elton

» Anyone?) But, and fare thee well with

S ———

BY ELOISE SIMS

this information, at this point people start to
get twitchy. “I know he'’s a good artist”, they
whine, fingers itching to put Eminem on. “But
I just don't respect him as a person”.

““WEDON'T CARE’
MAKES ME THINK OF THE
KINKIEST THREESOME
POSSIBLE BETWEEN THE
MONGREL MOB, A GANG
OF GOSPEL SINGERS,
AND ONE LOST BA FIRST-
YEAR AT A POETRY
SLAM.”

It's perfectly fine not to respect Kanye 35 2

| person. He's controversial, loud-mcuthed,
| and seems nothing but an arrogant bore at
| times. But, and I say this sincerely, he truly
Mongrel Mob, a gang of gospel singers, and |

doesn't seem to be the person the tabloid
magazines portray. There are six main rea-
sons why I think this:

DONDA WEST.

For those of you who don't know the name,
Donda West was Kanye's mum, and the in-
spiration for his song, ‘Hey Mama'. After her
divorce with Kanye's father, she brought ‘Ye
up single-handedly in Chicago, working as
a Professor of English at Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity. The two were extremely close, as
the lyrics to the song reveal — “I said mom-
my, I'm gonna love you ‘til you don't hurt no
more/And when I'm older/You don't gotta
work no more". There are several ador-
able videos online of West, after gaining
some fame as a rap star, singing this song

to his mother and dancing with her around
the kitchen table of their family home.
In 2007, Donda died after a heart attack
during an operation. Kanye was devastated
beyond belief. “It’s like losing an arm and
a leg”, he told reporters. Now, in 2015, his
new song, ‘Only One’, is written from the
perspective of Donda, who Kanye imagines
looking down from Heaven and seeing him,
happy again, with his new daughter and
wife. Do you still see him as completely
heartless?

HIS INTELLIGENCE.

While pecple generally dismiss Kanye as a

| dim-witted loudmouth, he actually has some
| remarkably insightful things to say about

our society and celebrity culture; not just in

| his lyrics.Yes, agreed — he says some dumb

shit at imes (a2 admits it). But this doesn't

undermine the fact tha: he also says some

surprisirc’ ings == well. Dunng a
spee :sented to
a grod rgaed, “we
ave gat > 8nd
Qur nic d oy tha most greedy
and least nct.e”. Later on, he reflected upon
the ills cf capitalism — “We've all been sold

a concept of joy through advertising... it was
somehow sold to us through a Gucci bag”.
While it may sound suspiciously like an
NCEA Media Studies essay, he makes some
good points.

HE’S A PHILANTHROPIST.

It may come as a surprise, but ‘Ye is a huge
crusader against poverty, hunger, and poor
education. In 20085, he founded the Dr. Don-
da West Foundation for kids from low-decile
schools in America, partnering with commu-
nity organisations to provide scholarships for
music production programs. On top of this,
he's a vocal supporter and donor for organ-
isations such as Doctors Without Borders, Hu-
man Rights Watch, and Oxfam America.
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HE'S A SELF-MADE MAN.

For Yeezy, success and that baller lifestyle
didn't come straight away. Before he was a
rapper, he was a producer, for artists such
as Notorious B.I.G, Foxy Brown, Ludacris,
and even Jay-Z. However, for a long time,
Kanye struggled to attain a record deal, as
he didn't fit the ‘gangsta’ image that was
prominent in hip-hop music at the time. His
big break came after seven years of work-
ing tirelessly, where Roc-A-Fella Studios fi-
nally sponsored his first mixtape, Get Well
Soon, in December 2002. You should keep
that in mind when you see him stepping out
in an outfit that's worth more than your en-
tire student loan. He's worked his ass off to
get there.

NORTH WEST.

If nothing else redeems Kanye, the rela-
tionship with his daughter will. I've heard
hundreds of people insisting he's a bad
person simply because of her name —
“North! He can't be a proper father if he
calls his child that!” Even with that name,
Kanye is hardly dooming his child to a
worse life. North West is a beautiful child,
and Kanye's constant wonderment over

her is enough to make your heart melt. |

She features in the music video for ‘Only
One’, with Eanye walking through a park,
holding her hand, and kissing her head.
She's been spotted going to Kanye's con-
certs, tightly hugging a suitcase labeled

“Yeezus Tour 2015". Eim K's Instagram |

shows the two cuddling while passed out
after watching a football game on Father's

Day. Whenever North is there, Kanye is al- |
| 1 personally subscribe far mor:

ways smiling — a clear redeeming factor
of his persona. Asshole to the world, but
never to his girl.

THE EMINEM FACTOR.

Just a final note. Whenever I try to defend
Kanye ‘til the bitter end (usually at a party
with a drink in hand, sometime before or
after ] have rapped the entirety of ‘The New
Workout Plan’), at least one person will in-
terrupt my manic ramblings. “You can de-
fend Kanye all you want", they say, “but Em-
inem is better in every possible way".

Now, it's perfectly fine to like Eminem for
his music. The dude makes some catchy
songs. But overall I wouldn't argue that he's
much better than Kanye. While ‘Ye gets
slated in the media — whether for his odd
habit of appearing on award stages, or for
his scandalous lyrics — the tabloids remain
strangely silent when it comes to Eminem.

| keeping it real, rapping about the racism

Despite the release of songs like 'Kim',
where he literally fantasises about raping
and murdering his ex-wife, I've had people
come up to me and attempt to argue he's a
much better role model than Kanye.

T
THE

OU'RE SiTTING IN T

ing to do the prea,;::;w I }

YOUI upcoming tyioyjy, ek
stomach rumbles, Yo $neakily s
food in your bag, byt find nothip =h
ger levels increase with each nu: oy
rush to the Quad fora‘nice'curryt::;; |

“He's had a rough childhood!" The Emi-
nem-lovers exclaim when I explain that,
despite enjoying rap, I refuse to listen
to Eminem. “It's not his fault!"” Sure, I can
accept that. But I don't believe that main-
stream media should generally support
| someone who decides to glorify domestic

abuse in his lyrics. Even Kanye recognises

that. “Honestly, if he were black, his sales

wouldn't be anything near what they are"”,
‘ he said recently in an interview. And, in
that, ‘Ye sums up the white privilege which
Eminem embodies.

“YOU SHOULD KEEP
 THAT IN MIND WHEN
* YOU SEE HIM STEPPING
QUT IN AN OUTFIT
* THAT'S WORTH MORE
- THANYOURENTRE 8
- STUDENT LOAN. HE'S |
- WORKED IS ASS OFF =

T0 GET THERE.”

| The two also stand for very diffc:

done, you throw all of it away without g g,
ond thought. This is just a one-off occurre ;
but when you start to consider global pl::
use, the amount wasted is enormous and js
causing massive environmental issues,

When plastic is thrown
magically disappear. It
in landfills or depositedan:

fislands are djf@t to .
o but are extremely harmful ©

Kanye preaches. While peopic

Kanye as an arrogant asshole, still

he's

| that has plagued him his whole life (‘Black
| Skinhead'), as well as having fun with how

the media portrays him (listen to tracks

| such as ‘I Am A God’ for evidence). While

Eminem builds his rap on sentiments of vi-
olence and anger, Kanye relies on his mu-
sical ability and ‘not giving a fuck’ about
conventions.

So, what to conclude from this? Although
Kanye's done some pretty bad things in his
life I really don't think he's a terrible per-
son, especially compared to most rappers
in the industry. It's easy to dismiss him as
loud and aggressive, but he has good points
as well that the media, on the whole, tend
to overlook. Much as he tries to insist he's a
God, he's only human, and all humans make
mistakes.
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& PLASTIC PANDEMIC AND
OTTLE KAYAK EXPERIENCE.

BY MATTHEW DENTON

1, share a strong passion for the
:::‘m.cn:\?m and are actively involved in
raising awareness about environmental
problems and ways to improve our declining
situation. Each of them got involved for dif-
ferent reasons. Charlotte, an Environmental
Engineering student, wanted to give back to
{he community and the Plastic Bottle Kayak
Experience was a great opportunity to do
so. Brodie cited author and activist Naomi

Klein's recent book This Changes Everything:

Capitalism vs. the Climate as her inspiration.
Klein's book discusses how we are getting
closer and closer to a state where environ-
mental abuses will become irreversible, as
well as condemning the apathetic views of
the general populous.

Charlotte and Brodie worked solidly on plan-
ning and building the boats. As they set sail
with their fellow members for the 30km+
journey, they kayaked ‘alongside baby seals

and listened to ﬁ% myths about the park.

PHOTODEGRADES,
ANING THATIT PARTIALLY
mg:NN UNDER LIGHT

T
ALTUGETHDE%[?B’ADE

The
IR Wasn't without issues though, There

Were a lot of

o e early starts and they spent most

: was when, having been

5 ';gunable and did not contain any " plastic,
| a member who shall remain unnamed ap- .

named ‘Hnlk'.cxeatedimesiﬂ&” .

N

‘and goods that were e

parently missed this memo and turned up
‘with food covered in glad wrap and plastic
packaging, as well as several lots of plastic
cheeses. His defence was that his mother
packed his lunch.

Even this anusing episode highlights the in-~
escapable consurmption of plastic. Most of
oux food packaging comes in plastic, and we
use glad wrap or plastic bags to store it. Sin-
gle use plastics are paxticulazly problematic.
These items, like lollipop sticks and straws,
are only used once before being thxown away,
which raises an iraportant question: why cre-

time wet and cold, The boats were
\

ate something that is only used once when it

‘'FEATURE

about issues pertaining to the environment, -
Experience in kayaking is not required, only
the ability to swim. You can find out more
about this group on their website at www.
plasticbottlekayak.org or by getting involved
with Plastic Diet at www.plasticdiet.org. Even
if the Plastic Bottle Kayak Experience isn't
up your alley its message is universal, so we
should all get involved in reducing our plas-
tic use as much as possible. There’s really no
excuse.
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IF 1T BLEEDS

{1 LEADS

Everyone loves a good murder mystery. When
it happens in real life, like the recent Lundy
re-trial, it's even more fascinating. But how
does our obsession with crime in the news af-
fect the way we think and feel about criminals
and their victims? What impact does this have
on our democratic process and, ultimately, the
laws that govern our criminal justice system?
JustSpeak investigates.

EOPLE ARE FASCINATED BY CRIME.
Whether it's Mrs Marple, Special
Agent Gibbs, or PC Plod of the New

Zealand Police, we love it. The emotions, the

gruesome details, the iorensic analysis.

Our newsmakers ..~ this too, hence why
20% of all televisi : -3 is crime reportage,
.lOOOXding to aNew Zcaland study carried out
1n 2008. Just think back to the daily coverage
of the Mark Lundy re-trial, the courtroom re-
Porting of the Clayton Weatherston trial and
'hf continued media fascination with David
5'".& Crime is the first-ranked subsection in
f’“ National' section of Stuff, before ‘Politics",
Science', and ‘Education’.

:::‘ most New Zealanders (thankfully) have
e frst-hand experience of crime, crime
Portage is often their primary source of
‘.:d":\!lion. Consumers of news media also
o © assume the stories are factual. Hence
M.:i“‘"‘m“\ilphytukoymhmme
Pment of our beliefs and ideas about

and the criminal justice system.

mm“g the largest possible audience —
& vefore advertising dollars — is the key
Media-based businesses. In our com-

O —

BY JUSTSPEAK

mercial media environment, crime stories
are published with the objective of attracting
said audience. In the words of former Fairfax
Media group executive editor Paul Thomp-
son, “you, the reader, love this stuff”.

But there's an unintended consequence here.

When our papers and television sets are full
of the latest stories of viclent assault, aggra-

vated robbery, or bar fights gone wrong, we
end up thinking that crime is much more
prevalent than it actually is.

“WHEN QUR PAPERS
AND TELEVISION SE72
ARE FULL OF THE LATES |
STORIES OF VIDLENT
ASSAULT, AGGRAVATED
ROBBERY, R BAR
FIGHTS GONE WRONG,
\WE END UP THINKING
IT ACTUALLY .

of New York, among others, have found that
poophwhomg\dulylouwaunomuend

to think that crime is overly commonplace.
This occurs regardless of whether crime sta-
tistics are in fact increasing or decreasing.
The New York study found that the rate of vi-
clent crime happening in a person’s commu-
nity was unrelated to their level of concern,
rather it was pervasive exposure to television
news which was found to be the best predic-
tor of parancia about crime.

New Zealand studies have found that the
same thing happens here. New Zealanders
are more concorned about crime and per-

| scnal safety than ever, yet crime has been
| steadiy on the decline since 2001.

e s S

a nce of crume reporting skews
percepticn of reality. But it's how crime is

| reported that changes the way we think too.

IF {T BLEEDS, IT LEADS.

Crimes are reported in ways known to at-
tract and maintain the audience’s attention.
Journalists write their stories according to
established norms and structures deemed
most effective for conveying information and
drawing in readers. Journalists play on our
emotions to form a connection and to keep
us reading. In crime news, this is achieved
through dramatic opening lines, as well as
victim and witness statements.

This focus on emotion can mean that details
— sometimes crucial ones — are left play-
ing second fiddle. Take for example an ABC
News story from 200S about a girl who was
accidentally, and non-fatally, shot at a high
school football match. Opening statement:
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ds
e 1 school football game en
Tolght &.5% girl is shot’. Dra-

with gunfire and a teenage :
ma and emotion aplenty, but the reader is left

questioning whether this girlis alive or dead.
and witness statements are also prime
ent. But their use
the victim's

Victim
sources of emotional cont

has given rise to concerns about

Victims
come the meat of stories and frequently are
used not only for news, but entenainmet_\t
value. In this way they are exploited unmerci-
fully. In my judgement a person who is uric-
tim should not be subject to media attention
unless that is what they want™.

The media’s focus on violent or unusual
crimecisanotherncticmdtoamactview-
ers. In reality, the vast majority of crimes
are non-violent. In New Zealand, only 14%
of crimes reported to the police are violent
in nature, while 70% are property related
crimes. Yet our headlines do not reflect these

figures.

A 2003 study by the Ministry of Justice found
that, of the 419 crime stories published in
three newspapers across a three month peri-
od, 91 related to murder. That's 22%, for only
one class of violent crime.

Random crimes committed by people un-
known to the victim also feature more heavily
in crime news than crime statistics. The pro-
totypical story of a woman accosted on the
street belongs more in the realm of fiction
than reality. People are much more likely to
be assaulted, physically or sexually, by some-
one they know.

In this way, the media both plays on and re-
inforces myths about crime. Reporters and
editors utilise these widely recognised ste-
reotypes because everyone likes to have
mei.rviewso!thewoddxein.{oxced.andaxe
nwreﬁkelytoxeado:wmchiomeﬂdngthm
accords with their own beliefs, However in
doingso.themediacausesnereotypesabom

crimes, and the people committi }
become further entrenched. "

CRIMINALLY SUSPECT

People of colour are more likely to be shown
committing crimes, whereas Pakehz are
frequently shown as victims. The media re

inforces these stereotypes
: » often in
ways. Ethnic minorities are e

to be shown Physically restraineq.
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This doesn't just apply to offendf.-n. either.
Think back to the photos the media chose to
use of Trayvon Martin (an Mric.an Ame;ica:
teenager fatally shot by a neighbour o:z
watch volunteer): the ones of him in a hoody
pulling the finger, and not the ones showing
him as a smiling Kid. Another US lhl(‘ly -es-
tablished that articles about white. victims
are often longer than stories involving Afri-
can American victims. Obviously, media or-
ganisations believe that their audiences are
rmore interested in hearing about the former.
This all ties into the notion of the ‘hierarchy
of victims'; in other words, which people we
as a society think are more deserving of our
sympathy. Selective reporting further feeds
into existing stereotypes about who comumits
crimes (hint: people of colour), and who is
likely to end up as a victim of crime (white
people, obvs).

“NEW ZEALANDERS
ARE MORE
GONGERNED
ABOUT CRIME AND
PERSONAL SAFETY

TOUGH ON CRIME

What'is the result of all this? The public ends
?lp thinking that crime is more prevalent than
it actua.ny is. In turn we start to feel more
afraid of violence (note: you're far more likely
to d.rown than be murdered).We come to con-
::rl::;m about what crimes are being com-
e In our communities and who is com-

ting them, yet those conclusions aze based

::1:27 ,::; a skewed version of reality, We start
allofuﬁs:ri::;y not‘lnng is being done about
ot u‘em ¢rime, 8o we take these con-
PHng g next ltfg‘e and lobby our pol-
ey cm;‘:'ux Pohtu:iam Promise to get
v -Finally, laws are Passed that

People, often in the wrong ways

because they ay
e base
crime Teporting, d on sensationalised

A Sbndi p
Peculiar force jn the New Zealand media

[

b,

landscape is th

In the midst of t::eln:li)th .

violent crime, the Tr o

son, Garth Mchcar.

selves as co

excellent med?nm :t:;::::. :

to comment wheneye, a :: "
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e

Hence he is ab)
10 Influency pubucm
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even further,

This push to get ‘tough on Crime'
nuraber of laws that are likely ¢ l“’h.
people being in prigon for lo > gy
fewer rights. This includeg th:gfhmh‘
?aw. removing prisoners’ Voting e, iy
Ing parole hearings from onc:ig mm“
to once every two years, anq i M
‘public protection orders’ which
strain an offender’s freedom even
have completed their Prison gente
changes arose from the widelpx::: ‘
that more prison time means lesg cri -
prison is designed to be puni o
that the threat of prison should be enongh
stop people from committing offences, 3

Such beliefs have zero basis in evidence
longer you spend in prison — surroundedy
other offenders in a fundamentally anti.soey
environment — the less likely you are ton
form. The more likely you are to offend agun

Community-based supervision and rehabit
tation programmes are twice as effective
those delivered in prisons by Correctionso-
ficers, and at half the cost. Yet there is broad
opposition to such schemes, on the basisth
home or community detention are 'soft o
tions’, and the only way to keep the pu¥
safe is to take offenders off the streets.

TUNE ! NEXT WEEK

Crime reporting has played a massive ole s
shaping the community’s beliefs about e
inal justice, whereas what it should be do%4
is challenging them, and pointing
evidence-based and humane way
with offenders. News reports 0ugh! 7
the reality that crimes are not me!elid P
ual, random acts: they are symptoms
deeper issues in our society:

1o & Mo

*kk
bl

If you're interested in these IsSUes: comoe Ne
to the JustSpeak forum about c‘nmd'ul i
dia on Wednesday 29 April at 7pm fore®
Our speakers include Dr Gavip #°%
editor-in-chief of the New Z€a/%"
Rob Kidd, a current court 1ép°! v

¢ ics in the

hear from leading acadermn
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SERVING STUDENTS

ORIGINAL
A MMUNITIES

ast wirk, AUSA HELD A RALLY TO STOP

the forced closure of 150 Aboriginal

communities in Western Australia.
The Western Australian Government claims
(hat supporting all 273 remote Aboriginal
communities is “unviable”. Tony Abbott tells
us that choosing to live in one of these com-
munities is an unreasonable lifestyle choice”
that the state can’t and shouldn't fund. AUSA
says that this is irresponsible, racist and will
do nothing to help the people within these
communities that need help.

To understand where the Australian gov-
ernment is coming from, the white men of
the Western Australian government say that
continuing to fund these remote communi-
ties is becoming impossible. With practically
100% unemployment, a lot, although not all,
of these communities have immense pover-
ty with poor education, health systems and
generally low populations of only one or two
hundred inhabitants.

The Western Australian Premier, Colin Bar-
nett, has said that these “communities were
not just unviable in a financial sense, but be-
cause of social dysfunction, child abuse and
neglect, poor education and a lack of oppor-
tunities”,

Premier Barne:r .
the nail is goir;
place.

nail on the head, but
>mpletely the wrong

The issue is not just how bad these com-
munities are, but whether or not this is the
right response. This decision was made with
practically no consultation whatsoever of the
people who live in these communities. Even
according to the UN declaration on the rights
of Indigenous Peoples, indigenous peoples
cannot be relocated without their free con-
sent and the option of return. The Australian
government is sidestepping the UN charter,
literally bulldozing down people’s homes
with no consent and no sort of compensation
whatsoever.

People choose to live where they do, partic-
ularly in Aboriginal communities, because
of an important spiritual connection to their
land - a different kind of connection than
European settlers, as the connection that
Aboriginal people get is built from the op-
pression and genocide that their ancestors
faced on the land that they still want to call
home.They should at least be asked whether
or not they would like to leave. Removing that
choice is disgraceful.

But the issue runs deeper still. The forced
dislocation of Aboriginal people harks back
to the dark side of Australian history. An im-
portant question is whether or not this would
be done to non-ilndigenous communities?
In a particularly isolated corner of Western
Australia are three small towns, all of about
the same size and state. Two of these, Jarl-
madangah and Looma have been threatened
with closure. Only one has managed to get
off, Camballin. The difference? Camballin is
the only non-Aboriginal town out of the three.
It is deeply unfair that the government pick
and choose places to destroy, petentially with
their decisions influenced by a deep-seated
racism.

More than just racism, though, «
the only reason that thess cormma

AUSA

West's colonization of Australia, which was
particularly brutal. Things like the Aborigi-
nes Act 1905, which allowed for the forcible
removal and corralling of Aboriginal people
from their homelands, or even the fact that
Native title was hardly recognised until the
1990’s in Australia are examples of the sort of
long lasting, pernicious impacts of colonial-
ism on Australia’s indigenous culture. Forci-
bly shutting down communities is yet another
form of neglect and colonial power that mean
Aboriginals are treated unfairly.

It is unquestionable that Aboriginal people
living in these communities have it hard. But
the final question has to be around wheth-
er or not this is going to deal with the lack
of opportunities, poor education and child
abuse that Premier Colin Barnett wanted to
talk about.

Here's the thing - the Australian government
has already tried it! A few years ago the gov-
ernment shut down Oombulgurri. It closed
shops, it closed doctor’s clinics and schools
and finally switched off all electricity and
water. But then what? People were left dislo-
cated, without homes in a new town that they
didn’t want to go to anyway. If the govern-
ment was sericus about helping these com-
munities, at the very least it should be giving
lots of resources to places where dislocated
communities are being forced to move to so
that they can set up even the most basic in-
frastructure. All this does is shift the problem
from one location to the next, without actually
addressing any of the structural or underly-
ing race issues that need to be sorted.

If you missed our event last Wednesday and
~'» out, like the “Stop the Forced
~mal Communities in Aus-
nd stand up to the

still want*
Closure cof &

rali n <
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A EX

CUTFIELD, Dean
Nominator: Zachary Penman-Chambers
Seconders: Rhiannon Martin, Paul Smith

As the treasurer of AUSA I will ensure that the
association gets the most out of every dollar.
I will help ensure that the association is able
to continue in a strong financial position into
the future.

The association has been looked after and fos-
tered with the help of an executive that care for
its welfare, as the treasurer I will assist in each
of the many ideas and plans that we have for
2015.

I hope to foster a culture within the associa-
tion that balances financial responsibility and
strong student advocacy. In order for this to
occur I will assist in discussion on the value
of each transaction and potential cost of future
endeavours. I will remain vigilant in ensuring
that the funds that AUSA holds to achieve goals
important to students and furthering their wel-
fare on campus is used wisely.

My university career as a BA/Bcom student
with majors in accounting, commercial law,
economics and philosophy will be envaluable
in allowing me to contribute to the association.
I have experience as a Treasurer through my
current position as Treasurer of the University
of Auckland Arts Students’ Association and the
Philosophy Society, and I look forward to mak-
ing an impact at AUSA. I care about students
and I care about the union, so vote DEAN CUT-
FIELD for AUSA Treasurer for 2018.

ECU
ECTIO
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N CANDI

BLACKBURN, Simone & SHAH, Khyati

Nominator:Jane Barrow
Seconders: Grace Angelia, Beminahennedige

Fernando

Hi beautiful people! We are Khyati Shah and
Simone Blackburn, standing to be elected as
your Women's Rights Officers this year. Cur-
rently, working towards completing our BA/
LLB conjoint (major in Political Studies and
Philosophy). But in the weekends you will
probably find us doing yoga, diving, reading/
discussing feminist philosophy or grabbing a
pint at Provedor.

In addition to supporting, lobbying and advo-
cating for women's rights on campuc and in the
wider community, we aim to build 1fer cam
pus environment — the issue of -

pus kept resurfacing when vie

what uni related issues needeco taclling o
them. To this end, we have already puta planin
place to negotiate extended Campus Security
hours and; are in talks with our friends at the
uni gym to conduct free self-defense classes
for women. This being our agenda, we believe
consulting students should be an on-going
process, including after the vote ballot has
been emptied. In short, we consider ourselves
to be relatable, reliable and passionate about
women’s issues (and hopefully you will agree).
Vote Shah and Blackburn for WRO 2018!

E TREASURER &
o DATE BLURBS

WOMENS RIGHTS OFFIC;ER

[ t
We'll run Womensfest and Ka °m .

Wh

B oo
JONES, Penclope & VON DINC
Dana

KLy,

Nominator: Erin Rambaud
Seconders: Rhiannon Martin, Vrisha Chané,

Who likes Women's Rights?! We DO!

Who will work tirelessly to ensure that youhare
a safer, more inclusive campus?! We WIL!

Kia ora, we're Dana and Penny and we wai¥
be your next Women's Rights Officers.

We are dedicated to providing beneficial ser
vices for you. As your WRO's we'll hold reqﬂi‘I
office hours each week with an open door per
icy, so you can drop in with any issues, @
tions o: even just for a hug and 3 ¢ of
becaus we know that sometimes thatisal

need!

mages®
ssues W

i ill both promote i
which will P ——r et

frequently discussed, in @

way.
ating a safef camFi ?
and the Univlewq
odating an o 00 |
we'u;::W o

We're dedicated to cré
We’ll work with AUSA
create a more accomm
University environment.
cil for better lighting and mor

pus stop*
University walkways and nearby

. hu&

getend wome™ L

ose who 4

hold th le.w(,menﬂ::
d rep®

We will continue to
a daily basis. We'll
sexism on campus accour! i
someone to support advocal®

them. >
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A vote for Dana & penny i8 @ .
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SERVING STUDENTS

CTION TIME-
EL LY YOU SHOULD
ACTUALLY BOTHER

TO VOTE.

UR FIRST ELECTION OF THE YEAR IS COM-
o ing up! Nominations for the posi-
tions of Women's Rights Officer and
Treasurer have closed, so be prepared for a

pombardment of flyers, lecture bashes and
voting booths across uni.

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE

Voting is important.

AUSA does a heap of stuff for students that
you might not even realise. Events, welfare,
running Spaces like Womenspace on campus
and spending your money- it's important to
have a say in how that all goes and who runs
the show. AUSA supports students, but the
only way we can do that best is if you tell us
how you want us to support you, and voting
in your representatives are a really important
way of doing that.

Kate Edger /
Information Commons

If you don’t vote, you let someone take on a
really important position on your student ex-
ecutive that can change student life on cam-
pus and the way uni operates, without know-
ing if your representatives even come close

to representing what you actually think and
care about.

It's important that uni is the most fair and fun
it can be. It's hard to get that when your rep-
resentatives don't think about what that might
look like in the same way as you.

So, what are the roles?

There are 2 positions open on the AUSA Ex-
ecutive.

TREASURER

The Treasurer is responsible for AUSA’s fi-
nancial matters. They help to write and mon-
itor the AUSA budget, and oversee spend-
ing in all areas of the Association. These are
things like how much we spend on O-Week
and other events on campus. Really import-
ant for student life and culture. They are also
the chair of the Finance Committee.

You help pay for the Treasurer through the
Student Services Levy- so it's important you
choose who gets that role! The Treasurer
is paid an honorarium the equivalent of 20
hours’ minimum wage each week, for which
they are accountable to the AUSA Executive
and to general members.

AUSA

WOMEN’S RIGHTS OFFICERS

The Women'’s Rights Officers (we normally
elect 2) support, advocate for and represent
women on campus. They provide support,
resources and advice from Womenspace, a
space exclusively for women in the Student
Union building. This is a really important area
on campus as it's exclusively for women. Not
only is there a microwave (hot lunches!) but
more importantly, they advocate for wom-
en and provide a safe, supportive space on
Campus.

They also organise Womensfest and pub-
lish Kate magazine, and work on campaigns
such as the Thursdays in Black campaign.
Throughout the year, they raise money for
charities that support women in trouble, and
lobby the University and bring concerns to
AUSA about issues that particularly affect
women students, such as safety on campus.

PRIDEWEEK IS COMING
UP, KICKING OFF ON
THE 4TH. KEEP YOUR
EYES OUT FORWHAT'S
HAPPENING! WE'LL
HAVE PANELS, A PRIDE
WEEK PARTY ON FRIDAY
8TH AT SHADOWS AND

- HEAPS MORE!

BY-ELECTIC IIQ NI

BY-ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON -
THURSDAY 30 APRIL AND FRIDAY | MAY: 2015

Only current AUSA Members may vote.

You must present your Student ID card (with 2015 sticker on)
to the polling staff when you vote.

You must be an AUSA member as of 3pm, 28 April 2015.

- Bob Lack, AUSA Returning Officer

SERVING STUDENTS
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LIFESTYLE

SAVING GRACE:
GOALKEEPING

BY KYLE SIMONSEN (GOALKEEPER EXTRAORDINAIRE)

es 1 KNOW THE TITLE IS GEG-WORTHY

Y(pun). Here's the thing: most of Ty
'joloa'axedesignedtopdmwm
st\q:idmﬂdisappdnﬁmmﬂ!eanyis-m‘ege'
I.mblic:am:ix'tCongx‘&s...orﬁeqﬂel"t° me.l.Wa-
tzix.mat‘svmylaxnappzellemiveaboxnwnﬂ!\g
mispiece.ldon'twammxowermyownego.and
Ia]sodon‘twam:opublisha;iecewlﬁdnss
bonngaSplaymggoanceeper-Anywzy

Goalkeeping is like pornography: if you're
gomg:odoit,doimgmomexwisei:sjust
hardtowatch.'rhexexeanyisx\‘lmuchasked
oiyombeagile.yenmoderate)yencomging
and useful phrases, dive a bit to ensure peo-
pleluwwyou‘xedoingyourbsuh\owmats
why I chose this position. There’s no way 1
oouldplayanywhexeebeonﬂleﬁeldasm
gover as | am most Saturday afternoons.

The greatest point of concern for a keeper,
however, is this: people only really notice
vﬂwnyouﬁackmﬁnddh‘kebehgﬂ\emm-
ister for horse racing. It can be a cumber-
some task sometimes for the obvious reason:
a mistake from a keeper probably leads to a
goal and (if it's funny enough) a vine. In these
times, I just recite a closing line from The Dark
Knight: “I'm the hero my team deserves...a
silent guardian”. Yes, I abbreviated that Iine
significantly because it takes the focus away
from the flaws I have (see above remarks).

The Dark Knight is my favourite movie, it had
to make it into one of these articles.

To be quite honest, I just think team sports
are the absolute tits and being a goalkeeper
is generally the least demanding position. If
you want to play a team sport whilst at uni-

versity, I recommend being a goalkeepe:
You don'’t have to be as fit and no one els

will want to do it. Also, winning a penalf
shootout is probably the second cooles
thing I can think of, behind law school.

PS: I was kidding about lav: school.

—

DUNGEONS AND
DRAGONS

BY AMY MARTIN

OU ENOW WHAT EVERYONE SAYS ABOUT
YCandyland? Much like Melbourne,

they say it's a nice place to visit, but
I wouldn'’t want to live there. Just kidding.
Obviously, you'd want to live there. Or would
you? You would die of malnutrition, almost
immediately after finding everything — ey-
erything— is made of candy. Meat, vitamins,
vegetables, candy. Then you'd succumb to
the desire to eat your delicious nougaty
self. But what about the other games? Can
you think of any games that you'd like to live
in? Monopoly? Nah — too much jail time. It's
hard to do, right? But there’s this game, nay,
this Jifestyle that I've recently been intro-
duced to. Every Monday night, I moonlight
as a gnome. An illusionist gnome, Leve] 4.

This “game” is known as Dungeons and
Dragons, or, fondly, D&D. It's like being a
child again, I swear, you have to use your

36 » Issue #07 Craccum,

imagination so much. Everything you do,
you make up. It's like you choose vour oo
adventure book, only better. If yo..,

tall gnome, want to hit on that bea i
headed elf, then you can! It's an crooiont
exercise in creativity. I haven't laughed zo
much in years. This might not make scnse to
you, but picture, if you will, where I go on a
Monday night (Credit to the DM).

“IF YOU, A 1FO0T TALL
GNOME, WANT T0 HIT
ON THAT BEAUTIFUL
RED HEADED ELF, TH
Y0U CAN!™

.Oux party of five awoke on an island miss-
fng parts of our memory. We found berries
in lhfe jungle and fought a baby roc after
stealing its eggs from a nest in a wrecked
boat (though I don’t know why a baby roc
has eggs).The human fighter (raised by half

| ed to wall- into the cov
| lyfish anyway. He got stung

orcs), Felix, tried to throw the Dwarf Cler
ic, Floydth Earthy-Copper into the jellyst
cove. The e was an intense strugges thoug?

cod
it yieldec! no results. Floydth then pro¢ %
e and touch the!

and hurt. Afle®

wards, we survived an attempted sn'a'l:gmh:‘:
by a vine blight, and Wee Billy (tha!
found a hawk, then we tamed 2 =
forced it to fight its sole prother: ]
then discovered by a tribe of frod p:'m
who we rolled poisonous fruitt
just looked at us strangely-

o pied®
We then gave many unusual 9‘;:‘ :” o8t
trick the village elder through o

2 re €
high seductive illusions. Wwe V;:m B
usua! ,namP'

out of the village for u#¥ e

we managed to thwar! th.e ;“ o o

of two no-gooders on 8 kmce)'”.

in all, the evening was 2 suc ]
and 2

So, if you've heard of D'&D i d\‘:‘:

nerdy shut-ins, dressed @ o ol

mother’s dark pasements:
play in the light.



£ASTAND FURIOUS 15

gy SAM BROTHERS

(M 18 PRECIOUS, THERE ARE 168 rours

in a week. 24 hours in a day. So

when I have a lecture that will take
up 4.171% of my busy day, it needs to be an
hzut of only the purest content, the most
guccinct stides, and of excellent delivery.

You'd have to ask someone else what lec-
tures are like, because this is my flimsy jus-
tification for never being there.

1, like many others, praise the Lord every-
day for lecture recordings. Is it because
I can go back and listen to my favourite
ones? No. Is it because it supplements my
Jearning from the textbook? No. It's because
1 can drag that shit into VLC and speed it up

to inaudible velocity.

The academic debate in this article is nei-
ther academic nor a debate, but rather, just
how quickly one can go until it becomes
mere audio dribble. As a younger man,
1.8x was my preferred multiplier. With
acute hearing, my teenage ears would ab-
sorb (enough of) the wisdom passed down
from the erudite professors to allow me to
feel satisfied with my 27.8 minute sprint.
The time that I used to save! That's anoth-
er 22.2 minutes I can spend unproductively
to reward myself for the intensity at which
I just educated at! In hindsight, however, I

“1 CAN DRAG THAT SHIT
INTO VLC AND SPEED IT UP
T0 INAUDIBLE VELOCITY.”

LIFESTYLE

couldn't even tell you what my lecturers re-
ally sounded like in those years unless you
were to administer a helium balloon to them
in reality. O, to be young again.

1.5x had a lovely ring to it. I was doing ev-
erything 50% better than everyone else in
the class. It is a manageable speed, not for
those faint of heart by any means though.
These were the days were I would buckle in
for a race of attrition, a test against time of
how many weeks you can do in a day. Alas,
these days too are behind me.

Whether I choose to admit it or not, age has
caught up with me. I now find myself crawl-
ing along at sluggish 1.3x, or less. With
cobwebs in my ears I struggle to process
the new formulae; I squint at the projector
slides; I pay attention to the mature student
questions. Next stop: decrepitude.

LORD SANDWICH

BY SALENE SCHLOFFEL-ARMSTRONG

HE COMMON MYTH AROUND THE INVEN-
Tﬁon of the sandwich credits it to

the chef of John Montagu, the 4th
Earl of Sandwich. It is said he gambled day
and night, never stopping to eat, and when
in need of sustenance was brought pieces
of meat held together between pieces of
bread. The perfect one-handed meal with
an edible container. The sandwich may also
be considered an ideal meal for someone
quite similar to a gambler: a student.

Sick of the average sandwiches on offer
around the city (especially for a vegetar-
ian) I decided to exvlore a little further. I
wandered arou: 2 'h= CBD, trying every de-
lightful, bread-« “ meal I could find to
Create this shor: * (e tastiest and most
interesting san.: . available.

1. VULCAN LAKE 6455LS

Th.e bagel is a tradiucnal Jewish invention,
originating in Poland. This place has recently
oPened a hole-in-the-wall spot where they cel-
ebrate the many uses of the bagel. From a sim-
Ple Marmite/Nutella/Marmalade topping, to a
flavoured cream cheese schmear, cheese melt,
or _"\Bal style bagel (breakfast, pulled pork or
chipotle beef), they have your snacking needs
Covered for $4 - $9, Perfect when you need to
grab a treat, but don't need a whole meal.

2. DISTRICT 5

encox:“ 13 a Vietnamese term that basically
ally Passes all forms of bread. Internation-
¢ g;::nh ™l is often a phrase used to refer
iy ﬁe::amese style sandwich full of meat/
p&té; s herbs, mayo and chili, and optional

'™ & small French baguette. Vietnamese

food is becoming quite the trend in Auckland
(hurray!). This eatery at 28 Shortland Street
is a cool outdoor spot, serving a selection of
amazing Vietnamese options mostly to the
nearby corporate crowd. Super delicious and
fresh, they offer four banh mi options: spicy
sticky pork, lemongrass chicken, chilli chick-
en and tofu shiitake mushroom for the vege-
tarians (so delicious), all $12.

3. Mi

This second great option for similar foed is
tucked behind Gloria Jean’s coffee, at the
base of the skytower on Federal Street (lock
out for the bright yellow paint). Mi is casual,

focused on takeaway, serving only banh mi |
(and fresh lemonade), with a choice of sev-

\

N g

- a,":;::};\
T it -

eral fillings — although I recommend you
go for ‘the works’! They offer a standard and
miniature size, at $11 or $9 respectively, al-
though the mini isn't that much smaller.

4. RICO’S TORTAS

In Mexico, a torta is a type of sandwich
and the fillings are encased in a bread roll.
Mexico restaurant in Britomart have trans-
formed their separate bar (around the
corner on Galway Street), into Rico’s Tor-
tas. Only open 12-4 weekdays, their menu
consists of five options: chipotle beef, gua-
jillo chicken, achiote pork, ancho prawn
and mole eggplant. Every torta is $10, and
includes beans, slaw, radish, pickled carrot
and coriander. Mmmmmmmumm. Trust me.

-
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TUMBLING DOWN
R/IEMORY LANE

gY CAITLIN ABLEY

lllﬂ BEEN THROUGH A NUMBER OF PHASES IN

my life. In 2006 I got a t-shirt made that

read “Forget Emo, Get Elmo”. My plaid
Converse and the My Chemical Romance lyr-
ics in my Bebo bio (“You said you read me
like a book/but the pages all are torn and
frayed”) told the world that, in fact, I was far
from Forgetting Emo. In 2011, I slipped on
an ill-fitting pair of brogues and joined the
middle class masses indulging in the horn-
rimmed hipster fad. Last week I decided to
revisit the stickiest of my adolescent fads,
that of an RTD-fuelled teenage raver, by go-
ing to see British-Australian drum and bass
band Pendulum. In brief, this was a big fuck-
ing mistake.

Pendulum were set to play D] set — first red
flag was that they hadn't bothered to drag the
whole band out — at the Studio on KRd.Doors
opened at 9, yet Pendulum weren't scheduled
until 12.30. In order to preserve our energy
we got there at 11pm =nd missed two out of
three of the openin; I/ We walked in, and
were instantly batt.c n all-body sweat.

“Lime SIsTER,

?mof\alla mehe RN

The Studio is a repulsively hot venue. No one
wants to be covered in that much fluid, ever;
especially when so much of it belongs to oth-
er people. Even more especially when those
people are kind of gross. The demographic of
the crowd was almost exclusively white men
in their mid-to-late-twenties, wearing fluo-
rescent singlets and being generally smelly
and obnoxious. The kind of people who are

probably business analysts by day, but total
munters by night.

“| FOUGHT MY WAY BACK
THROUGH THE HEAVING
MASS OF WHITE MEN
T0 GET BACK INSIDE.

CLASSIC PATRIARCHY.

We retreated upstairs to get away from the
heaving throng, but heat rises, and so does

the temperature or the smell, so we gritted
our teeth and settled in to watch Lenden D

Yo o / ?«:\' o~
Trowble :F - Aaa't

¥ ARTS;EDLLORTAL

¥

four bars. Every time he built the beat up, I

was praying to the Gods of Shitty Drum and

Bass (those niche demi-god bastards) that

he would drop into a different tune, but I was

sadly disappointed every fucking time. It was

like that torture technique where they play
the same song over and over till the victim
cracks, except, like, I was paying for it. Amidst
the irritating music, flashing lights and the
heat, I was beginning to regret the cheap bot-
tle of Pinot Gris I had downed in anticipation
of a raging night. I stumbled out into blissful
fresh air, into the kebab shop across the road
where I tried not to spew over the nice man
who sold me a bottle of water for $6.

I fought my way back through the heaving
mass of white men to get back inside. Classic
patriarchy. Pendulum finally started. I felt a
little stirring of my fifteen-year-old self when
they played “Blood Sugar™ and the whole
crowd sung aleng. I felt a slight yearning for
a bygene era when I would have enjoyed

| throwing myself around in strobe-lit room
evaporated sweat. There was no respite from |

to pulsinc m—usic. But mainly I just felt tired,
and sick, anc ¢z

sad at the idea of work in the

marnines furant has
mornng. 2 weni 2ozt

baiore the end of their

e 3 o - 3 et s
SET ingl auSguiae QoEE

1a to con-

‘F o Aoa't e e
toa t2 fFinig Y s v

o((w \ VJ‘“
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FAST AND FURIOUS 7

UESDAY NIGHT HAS ONLY ONE MEERNING:

cheap movies. I tagged along with a
couple of friends to the cinema, ex-
cited to be lost in another world for a while.
Unfortunately my suggestions of Cinderella
and Insurgent were cruelly shut down and I
was instead forced to endure Fast and Furious
7.1 have never seen any of the other movies in
this franchise and I've never wanted to either.
So I had NO IDEA what I was getting myself
into. Things I thought I knew about Fast and
Furious before 1 entered the movie theatre:
cars, action, Paul Walker. Honestly, that's stilla
pretty accurate description of the movie.

This movie was literally one of the most 1i-
diculous things I have ever watched. It was
mainly hilarious because I had no idea what
was going on the whole time, much to the
amusement of my friends. Who are these
people? Are they goodies or baddies? Why

have they killed someone and why are they
being chased? Are they a gang or underco'v-
er cops? So fucking confused. There's a girl
standing crying at a grave, which then turns
out to be her own.What is happening, is she a
ghost? Nope, turns out she was in a car crash
in an earlier film.On second thought, maybe I
should have been given a brief rundown be-
fore I got myself into this.

“THIS MOVIE WAS
LITERALLY ONE OF THE
MOST RIDICULOUS THINGS |
HAVE EVER WATCHED.”

1 cannot even begin to choose what the
most ludicrous thing was. Maybe when they
attached parachutes to their cars and flew
out of an aeroplane.I don’t know a lot about
cars but I do know they are really lLeavy,

TESTAMENT OF YOUTH

ET ¥ exery 1900s Brrramy, Trsmaven orF
s Youth mirrors the real-life World War

I memoirs of Vera Brittain, who is por-
trayed with remarkable authenticity by Swed-
ish-born Alicia Vikander. But for all its histori-
cal and literary signiﬁcance.itanseemedabit
?morigina] to start off with: young lady grow-
Ing up in the English countryside. Well-to-do
parents want her to get married (asap). She
wants to study at Oxford but her father won't
let hf” take the entrance exam. And sudden-
lv'ﬂus independent young wrriter falls in love
mmprettymuchmenextmanshesees,om
And off t<.> Oxford she goes. It's safe to say m
expectations weren't Particularly high, 4

40 » Issye #07 Craccum,

| into words but easy to follow ¢ :

this adds up to a poetic, almost 1= Y
tive which, although interesting, 1s carcful not
to dilute its portrayal of wartime aifliction.

What stood out most for me was its capacity
to vividly capture how war affects everybody,

not just soldiers but also their lovers, parents, ::

family, and friends. Vera abandons what she
worked so hard for at Oxford in favour of vol-
u.ntgering as a nurse, for a war which many
bfehe'ved would be over before they knew it.
It§ equally refreshing to come across a film
with war from a female Perspective, a wel-
OO.me change from filmg wh
primarily propelleq by man-to-man combat

(American Sniper being a relevant and re-
cent example), With the excepti

ose intrigue is

Perhaps thig isn't the film You

and i

: 8€e,and thjg genre certaj
cup' of tea, Byt that’s Preci

Sure, jt's Sentimenta)

very well make you

d normally go
nly isn’t my usu-
sely why I went.
' ©Xpressive ang may
bawl youy eyes out, but

no way could that work, Anot
was when they drove a car be
skyscrapers, smashing throug
dows all the way. It was Prob
issue that I really couldn't care legg .,
cars. Every time they shared ap emono;;'
moment with their cars, I just laughed,c,_1
are not people.

her 9o0g,
tweep the

h Glasg LY
ably alg, 2

Ialso haven’t seen a film with so many shyn,.
less body shots in a long long time, Seriouy
the camera would just follow these shakung
booties and boobs for way too long. |
starting to understand why these moves
have such a cult following.

But all that being said, I actually lovedt
Gratuitous body shots, exciting car chases
smashing glass and petrol fires — whatmee
could you want in a movie? Good thing [ have
another six to look forvard to.

o et GO

REVIEW BY HANNAH BERGIN

TS

EC

ER”, 1AM
RGETTABLE TALE OF LOYEINAT

this film is not one 10 e lass
it was the complimentary 9
blanc, who knows. -

REVIEW BY CLARK TIPENE



MODERN NATURE

THE CHARLATANS

WENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, IT WOULD HAVE
pbeen unfathomable that the Char-
latans — written-off as second-rate
compared to fellow indie-dance acts the Hap-
py Mondays, Primal Scream and St Etienne —

would reach their twelfth album. Yet here they
are in 20185, despite the 90s dance party being
well and truly over, with a well-crafted outing
that remains true to their original sound.

The band takes an “if-it-ain't-broke” approach
to songwriting, sticking with the template that
has served them well over their career: take a
baggy-style drumbeat, a strong bassline and
some Northern Soul-influenced Hammond or-
gan, and put Tim Burgess's dreamy intonations
over the top, and you are basically there. It is
a formula that achieves consistency, but also
limits the development of the band’s sound. It
makes Modern Love a solid album but not one
that breaks any new ground.

While most Charlatans albums at least man-

MUSIC

age to combine these elements in a way
that comes close to brilliance once or twice,
Modern Love does not have any choice cuts
to rank alongside the band'’s best work. It is
the sound of a band nobly working hard but
not quite getting there. It comes across as too
conservative and too agreeable.

That being said, every song on the album
justifies its inclusion. The best track is the
upbeat single “Come Home Baby”, and other
notable efforts include “So Oh”, the driving
“Let the Good Times Be Never Ending” and
the loping “Trouble Understanding”. Also,
“Lean In" is reminiscent of 2000s New Order,
which is hardly a bad thing.

REVIEW BY CONALL BRENNAN-MCMAHON

YOUNG CHASERS

CIRCAWAVES

mcA: WAVES HAVE MISSED THE BOAT.
Young Chasers is an album that
would have been slammed as pe-
destrian and derivative in 2007, but is being
hailed as the ‘next big thing’ by all facets of
the British music media. Don’t believe the

hype.

Primary songwriter and frontman Kieran Shu-
dall seems to have taken off-cuts of The Liber-
tines, The Kooks, The Vaccines and The Strokes,
whacked them in a blender and smeared the
resulting cacophony out over 13 tracks of con-
trived, basic and ultimately boring indie-rock.

This music is not new. Nothing about this
music has not already been done, and been
done better. Track after track, Circa Waves
bemoan wasted, disillusioned youth (like ev-
ery other indie band ever) and the desire to
get out of their tired small town (like every
other indie band ever, and Liverpool isn’t
THAT boring) over trying-to-be-anthemic

choruses (like every other indie band ever), |
jangly arpeggiated guitars (like every other |

indie band ever, and Johnny Marr hasn’t even

joined Circa Waves yet) and lots and lots of

hi-hat (like every other indie band everin the
history of the entire world oh my GOD these
songs are dull).

Final Verdict: Circa Waves try to reinvent the

indie-rock wheel, but don’t.

| REVIEW BY MARK FULLERTON

Wilami@
LIVES OFF ThE sPiaip

¥ UPLFTING "
(8 SREATEST EvER

PULP: A FILM ABOUT
LIFE, D
SUEEDEATH AND

gSfEIED BY FLORIAN HABICHT

HIS Fruyg DOCUMENTS THE 2012 FAREWELL
concert of the Britpop band Pulp, in its
o Mmembers' hometown of Sheffield. Hav-
me“'eédy featureq in last years New Zealand
9‘"\‘:%!\0:\,“! Rllm Festival, the film recently be-

Tun with a screening followed by a

\

Q&A session with the director (a graduate of this
University) at Rialto Cinemas in Newmazic:

Habicht's unique directonial style makes Pup a
work of art in its own right and more than justa
standard talking-head music documentary. The
film is clever, darkly funny and heart-warming
in ways that, as avid Pulp fans will recognise,
make it consistent with the band's own style.

Surprisingly, the real stars of the film are not
actually the band members, but the residents
of Sheffield. As the director interviews a num-
ber of eccentric locals about why the band
is important to them, these characters' own
personalities shine through, and their stories
become more important than the band’s story.
Habicht suggests that, through these people,
everyone who embraces life, despite its trials,
is special — an idea that reflects the message
of Pulp's signature song, “Common People”.

No bore himself, lead singer Jarvis Cocker is
hilarious throughout as well. Not only does

MUSIC FILM

anecdotes, but he

uis of physical

corneay i 3 0L wegue dance moves and

one staged scene in wiuch Habicht films him
chanqing a car tyre.

Pulp fans will also appreciate having the
chance to get acquainted with the other
members of the group, who do not often get
their share of the attention. Candida Doyle
opens up about the difficulties of being a
professional keyboard player with arthritis,
and we see drummer Nick Banks coaching
his daughter's under-fourteen football team.

Because the film focuses on the events sur-
rounding one concert and does not go into
much detail on the band's overall history, the
film will not be very accessible to the uninitiat-
ed. Those who are keen to find out more about
the band are thoroughly recommended instead
to start with their 1995 album, Different Class.

REVIEW BY CONALL BRENNAN-MCMAHON

T
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THE JINX: THE LIEE AND

DEATHS OF
DURST

o RECENTLY I, ALONG WITH WHAT SEEMED
like the entire Internet, watched a six
part HBO docu-series called The Jinx.
If you're anything like me during assignment
time, you've probably already imbibed. If you
haven't, great! You've got another excuse to

The series tells the story of Robert Durst, or
Bob as he's more affectionately referred to,
ur sometimes charming yet perpetually
creepy ‘possible’ serial killer. He is pure car-
jcature, a mixture of geriatric placidity and
dead-behind-the-eyes don’t-fuck-with-me-
I-will-cut-a-bitch serial killer-ness. If that’s a
word. I didn’t know whether to laugh or be
scared. Of course I laughed, even if only a

ptom of nervousness. Nervousness not

sym
only due to his debauched character, but also

nervousness as to where the plot was going
to leave us. His life is hysterical. To the legal
system, his life has been the most terrible
series of unfortunate events. His wife went
missing in the 80s, one of his closest friends

O

and recently a heighboyy h
was found dead, djsmembe had b, i
in a nearby bay, Howeve, 'ered an "
and I say that cautiously ;,0
rather astonishing People
Bob — these happening, are gy
uous. Don't worry, these are -ax le"%t
really is just the begimu'ng ofnt oy |
right? How could it getany w:.le “0’7«]}'}
Well, it doesn't really get wej "de”h"%:
tainly is a thrilling serjes uu:r-d b
of the phrase a ‘binge Wwatch', B

e ayg;
I hayg, %

Who hy 3 h’-.

i st Kol S Y

) OeNig's Serial podcagy 4, . |
liked that, definitely give thjg a:: Wiy,
the same energy of the first fey ¢ t.chhh
Serial with more continuity anq i

a conclusion. In terms of - tter y
Jarecki created something that a ting
more like a narrative film than 5 3
tary. It didn’t do anything new for the

it. jl;lst c'an'ied on the trend of cinematic g
vision in a very satisfying way. A partcyy
triumph was the visual re-enactments of o,
tain scenes from Bob’s life narrative, The
scenes were treated with an acute am
ness and delicacy that had me forgetiy]
was looking at a set piece and instead mage
me feel as though I was being given anem
more intimate portrait of The Life and Deat's

of Robert Durst.

was found executed (mob style) 15 years ago

REVIEW BY CAMERON AH LOO-MATAMUA

UTOPIA

I’v:u:vnmluonzmmmou

experience than Utopia. The whole se-
ries reminds me of that one scene in
Reservoir Dogs where Michael Madsen bru-
tally mutilates Kirk Baltz while “Stuck In The
Middle With You” plays in the background.

But instead of Stealers Wheel, Utopia uses a

beautiful array of colour to backdrop its ob-
scene abundance of gory action and tension.

YVhen my friend first introduced me to this
insane slice of television, I was dubious, He
expléined the plot to me and it wasn't very
convincing. The story centres on a reluctant
group of individuals that are on the run from
a secret organisation called ‘The Network’
Yvho are hunting down “The Utopia Exper‘
iments”, an elusive graphic novel that ha;
proven to predict the future. It sounds like

plot of a terrible B film. o

\sIZh.at really convinced me to watch the entire
811ne:r. was when my borderline insane friend
lowed me the first five minutes, was 5
pletely hooked. Go, watch it. The openincom-
quence is on YouTube b

(not legally, b ’
no one's fault); it is four minutesYlot l;::'thats
izarre

42 » Issue #07 Craccum.

brilliance that lies somewhere between the
realms of fun and nightmare. In this overture,
two Network assassins enter a shop in search
of the c?mic and progressively take out ev-
efyone inside in one choreographic motion.
:;: sr.nooth. it's rhythmical, and it's a good in-
n;:u;n of w1'ut the series has in store, Much
- relaei:leex; : dancin:g to Stealers Wheel,
e thefi.t;safsms travel rhythmical-
S ir disconcertingly colourful
leasecli o g up t.en.sion which is then re-

€ most nightmarish way possible,

Al

ﬁnt:;:tx?‘: :: ml;lood can be distasteful at

i SI'll.xndanf:e contributes to the

et oW builds. The series is de-

Pl t;y w'ay, to be over-the-top. You

St e.vxsual style and colour, as I
» Dut in the use of music as 'well

| e

o
|}
X

and ma&¥

.5 bizarre, catchy:
is biz ihe sen®

The soundtrack ;
ow and intensity

tains this sense of 1
strives for. Props to
who composed the sC
a real treat both inside

ore; th
and outsi

Alas though, the series ;
second season. And on 2 clif wullwdd
which sucks even more- There ;1:“ psc

hardcore fans fighting 10 get
ood.Itspeend® a

but it's not looking g - fforts
andnonews.mﬂlysupponfhene enc"“‘d
It is a fantastic little series with ive 0
areas of its production o = ,cénﬂ-m
matography to music to mis ! does™" i‘"
series is truly cinematic: le*:;l’;l ision ger®®

into the mass of obscureé d
REVIEW BY MICHAEiU‘R"/



RINGING PHONE... THE ARTs EpiToR

asked me to do an interview. An

interview with a comedian. Hu-
pris hit. I thought I was a joumaliﬁt. Sudden
daydreams of being taken for a wine (and a
Junch, maybe salmon) at some trendy bar.
sure we'd chat awkwardly 4t first, then we'd
pecome great friends. He'd tell me I was New
Zealand’s greatest living writer. But Craccum
peing Craccum, this turned out to be a phone
interview. Hopes of lunch dashed, and with a
time limit of thirty minutes, Iwouldn’t be able
to make this about me. And I wouldn’t get a
free lunch — maybe the proverb is right,
maybe they don’t exist. So I took myself to a
café, and bought my own beverage. No salm-
on would be had. But I did get to type on a
laptop in front of people, so at least my image
is now super fucking cool. Anyway, the call...

Phone rings. Promptly answered. I introduce
myself. He says “hey mate". I feel awkward.
I mention how awkward phone interviews
are. And how boring he must find them. He
assures me it’s his first of the day, and that
he's “raring to go” and “feeling fresh”. I was
relieved, but had only talked about my own
opinions, classic Craccum.

I jumped in. How would you characterise
the New Zealand comedy scene? How diffi-
cult is it to get into a career in comedy? Two
questions in one go. Bad interviewing, but he
seemed to cope fine. Apparently the come-
dy scene in New Zealand is “in the strongest
shape it's ever been”. Our reputation over-
seas has skyrocketed, and Dai has travelled
around Britain, Ausir-! Japan, and Canada,

w.here things went wcli 'm told. Dai began
his career in 1997, 5

: iime when the indus-
try was much harder o cet into, and far less
varied,

Through groups like Snort (Basement The-
a:e f‘rlf:lay nights, improv comedy, genuinely
check it out) and the Wellington equivalent

—Iorgot the name of it, but I'm guessing it's

Pretentiong — comedy in New Zealand is ap-
Paremly becoming i

i, e rasngy viid od

“aditiox;anm reckons that Kiwi comedy has

“the Fl’\’-dDy been defined by stereotypes:

Maori*. gy agg bogan" or the Billy T “cheeky

e indép:“;ever. since the rise of a few lit-

Sage T e!.\! theatres and comedy clubs,
Increasin

the Business, g variety and originality in
1 a]Wa ¢
o ;:o‘::!\k of comics as a sort of homoge-

all just getting up on a YouTube

\

s T e ey

COMEDY

stage and saying stuff. But of course this isn't
the case; you do TV, you do solo standup gigs,
or sets in a lineup, or corporate functions
(doesn’t that sound like just the worst possi-
ble environment for being creative? A group
of stuffy lawyers wondering what you mean
when you mention a “poor” or “brown” per-
son). But anyway, while talking about Dai’s
personal style — which he says originated,
due to his theatre background, in character
comedy — he notes the different takes he
has on his material depending on the event.
A personal gig will be aggressively his own
material, experimenting as he likes, because
that's what the audience came for. A gig
where a whole host of comedians are doing
bits, or a corporate function, I'm told need to
be more suited to the audience “because it's
not all about you”. Noble.

“BUT CRACCUM
? A being a cliché, Louis CK was recommend-
Bj 39" 3 | ed, but you already knew that. Dai recently
i .."{,: am™ ¥ :-::‘: saw James Acaster in NZ, he was also recom-

U § UIILL b.g g

T0 BE A O}

We talk content. We talk the world, with only
five minutes to go, and my coffee well and truly
cold. Dai's impression of the comic’s job is to
talk about ideas, put them in context, and make
them interesting.“You can talk about something
in a comical way without making light of it”,
he reckons. He mentions ISIS, he mentions the
environment. I want to push him, I want some-
thing more controversial. I ask his thoughts on
bigotry banter. What about rape jokes? Or gay
jokes? Or gender jokes? Dai responds thét h.e'd
generally err on the side of caution. He insists
that while there are no rules about what a com-

ic can talk about, there is a quality issue, and
a victimisation issue. Rape jokes for instance,
Dai continues, are often just getting laughs out
of shock factor. The level of upset that certain
jokes may cause to members of the audience
just doesn’t seem worth it. Sadly time is short so
we didn't get to dig into his most (I think) inter-
esting comment: that many jokes about minori-
ty groups are a matter of ownership. A person
from the gay community has a right, or at least
an authoerity, to make jokes that someone like
Dai can’t. Things are getting interesting, but the
clock s ticking.

So we end near the beginning. Dai’s influenc-
es. Robin Williams was Dai's formative ex-
posure to stand up. Laughing at jokes about
American politics, despite not knowing who
the politicians were, highlighted to him that
quality shines through even if you don't un-
derstand the content. Eddie Murphy was
mentoned, high energy, abundant swearing.

| Last of all we talk about Dai's current show
| DaiGression. We talk writing and improvisa-
| tion— he says he's “too freaked out” not have
his jokes wrtten, but it's the vibe of the night
that defines how they’re delivered. A joke
that may last twenty minutes to Wellington
hipsters may only take three when talking to

“bogans from Lower Hutt".

e

Bang on thirty minutes. I say goodbye. And
sorry for the bad journalism. He's nice. We're
done.

The new show promises to be punchy, to talk
about big issues, and, importantly, to be fun-
ny. Maybe you should see it. This guy seemed
smart.

INTERVIEW BY JORDAN MARGETTS
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TOP TEN

TH

GAPS

INGS T0 DO DURING

TOE
0, YOU'RE ON THE FIFTE FLOOR OF THE LI*
Sbrary and you're starting to becorm®

enticed by the challenge of having
a wank in the male toilets without getting
caught.Let'sbe honest, the regretis setting in
now; the ever familiar regret that you haven't
read that psych reading, and it just sits there
as your student loan slowly accumulates. You
might as well have fun (and notbe a sick bas-
tard) during that four hour void between you
learning to tie @ noose and facing the dreary
monotony of your niche Neo-Classical Medi-
eval poetry lecturer. Here's a top ten to get
you started on your road to unemployment:

HANS IN THE QUAD: race it, you're
desperate. Having not spoken to a
8 soul in literally minutes, you can't
stand the Old Geezer's endless pen tapping
and the endless arguments between friends
of bollocks in that course you didn't take be-
cause, quite frankly, you don't see the appeal
in human sexuality (What's there to know?
You're reading this; you're a fully Bona Fide
sex ). At least be bored around people
you don't like, instead of the boredom of your
own thoughts and awkward bag-zip grind-
ing/pen chewing.

Eﬂ - The Mi-Goreng noodles you had
last night are still sitting there, grum-
@ bling, whilst you contemplate when
your next actual meal will come.There isn'ta
better way to spend the last $23 you got from
your grandma for turning the TV on. Nothing
says a well spent break like wallowing in self-
pity and persistently justifying that $13.50
curry from the Curry place. Yes, the one with
the name you'd prefer not to pronounce, so
your ‘enlightened’ friends don't think you're
being racist.

COMPLAIN ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT:

Still three and a half hours to go and

M that Young Nat mate (that you can't
un-friend because he’s probably going to be
farftous) posted a picture of some nonsense
being parroted from his iMac snob, mon-
ey-fuelled yachting parents. Might as well
f:all them a fuckwit and imagine them suck-
ing John Key's hypothetical penis... Oh wait
no... ;
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CORRECT SOMEONE'S GRAMMAR. sy

now, you could've sworn that it's day

@ 83 since your last lecture, and no far-
ther from the idea of having an exotic quickie
on a squat toilet. Why not have a crack at a
misplaced apostrophe, or perhaps that Ox-
ford comma you tell everyone you know so
much about. Even better; make sure it's on
Facebook and take any opposing opinion
straight to heart (maybe even email the in-
competent sods in AUSA writing the optom-

etry ads?)

“NOTHING SAYS A

-.ml ‘ CUJBZ Even though you missed

O-week because it was “too shit” or
8 “who goes to O-week?”, you might as
well fill your lonely hours shelled up with a
bunch of overly-enthusiastic students pre-
tending to know what they're doing. Might I
suggest the Linguistics Society? Meat Club?
Oh, fuck, no... not... The Debating Society...
Bye-b.ye integrity and any remaining drips of
the “nice guy” rep you thought you had.

MAYBE YOU SHOULD'VE BEEN CLASS REP?

Yeah, that's right, let the inner private

- :):chool sycophant flow like the valida-
o ﬁnizd from your peers and parents’
£an:\ey ; to spend the next two hours
ntasising of the life that you could've had:
:‘lavuTg your lecturer a hand-job every 'I‘ues-.
- ;'o 1::\ :c;ur “extra tuition”, Fuck, or was that
Wwas watching last week... Maybe

szl

you'll give it a crack in fourty
when you're not being voteq ir):e t:cM

had the most cleavage o hadgy, N
tentious hair. " oy B

CH“RCH: Nope? I Didn't
t think
try, Jesus. Next time,
M of jandals.

T0 THE GYM: 7 e,

of the fifth storey of the Library (

@into your soul; much the g -
that those ads you see during yomime
coma from too many lonely brews o
shitty flat couch in Grey Lynn Promised g
“If I spent every break in the gym, I coudi
a god” slow down there, Jimmy, youre u
quite there. All you need to do is stop dn.
ing and spending your money on those - |
ganic lunches that that one chick in Englst 3
207 eats everyday in town.

50.Gg,
tx‘Ybeeri;m,;:

DRINK: That Music/Philosopty é=
ble major won't get you anywhere,
@ you might as well beginto live the k¢
that is promised to you by that running &
around Uni that never quite dies out (3®
it, you're either going t0 be unemployed ®
an RE teacher). Fuck that Plato readisg.tf
alcohol! You're not going to remenber
wanker critic's thesis (of that dude’s 1
from lzst night, for that matter), 50 YU m@
as weil have an excuse 10 forget it. W s
is crippling debt when{yon're face d":;w
gutter being dragged into your P:'M -
to then wake up on their couch
blame it on the govemment-

P

WRITEFOR CRACEUM: o= 1
utes until that lecl:tu!e an i"° o
M the light, the endis neajl' o ok pob

tion to take YoUuI % Ty ope
(it counts ©nsd

e Of
article - lb"d‘
ot 87

cum edi
you will never read
right?) Write some 4
meaningless; get ang™y ¢
R about thosé .9“)"
complain. It'll be the onlY e odE o
this fagade of educati®”
and Stewart Mcfucker
Fuck it, YOLO? Please’

D et
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PUZZLES

ACROSS

1. Craccum’s Arts and Culture
Editor

2. How many times have the Cru-
saders won the Super Rugby?

3. What is the surname of the

most recent US President to be
shot while in office?

DOWN

1. Contributor of the Week
2. Capital of China

3. The New Batman

4. TV3 journo whose show is
rumoured to be cut

5. Which global leader downed a
beer in six seconds?

6. Name of the AirNZ plane that
crashed on Antartica in the 70s

R B e ’ A —
- :
BE § 5
6 ‘ |1
7 >-5.6:5:3"1'9
5
6 2 7
9 5 7
2 1 8
4 3|1
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